Gc 

974.701 

Er4w 

V.2 

1128264 


GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


/ 


3  1833  01177  0358 


[ 

Digitized  by 

tine  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/ourcountyitspeop02whit 


OUR  POUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


A  Descriptive  Work  on 


ERIE  COUNTY 


NEW  YORK 


EDITED  BY 

TRUMAN  C.  WHITE 


VOLUME  II 


THE  BOSTON  History  Company,  Publishers 
1898 


1128264 


CONTENTS. 

PART  II. 

BIOGRAPHICAL     ---  -  1-47 

PART  MI. 

PERSONAL  REFERENCES   1-596 

INDEX  ...597-617 


PART  II. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 


Between  two  breaths  what  crowded  mysteries  lie — 
The  first  short  gasp,  the  last  and  long-drawn  sigh ! 
Like  phantoms  painted  on  the  magic  slide, 
Forth  from  the  darkness  of  the  past  we  glide, 
As  living  shadows  for  a  moment  seen 
In  airy  pageant  on  the  eternal  screen ; 
Traced  by  a  ray  from  one  unchanging  flame, 
Then  seek  the  dust  and  stillness  whence  we  came. 

— Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


JOSEPH  ELLICOTT. 

Joseph  Ellicott  is  generally  conceded  to  have  been  the  founder  of 
Buffalo,  While  there  might  have  been  a  village  begun  and  a  city 
ultimately  built  where  now  stands  Buffalo,  there  was  at  one  period,  as 
the  reader  has  learned,  a  strong  rival  for  supremacy  in  a  neighboring 
locality;  and  it  is  well  known  that  to  Mr.  EUicott's  sagacity  and  good 
judgment  is  due  the  early  plan  of  the  village  and  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  its  first  conspicuous  institutions.  Very  much  of  the  record 
of  his  life  is  embodied  in  earlier  pages  of  this  work,  leaving  for  this 
place  only  a  few  details  of  his  personal  career. 

Joseph  Ellicott  was  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Ann  Bye  Ellicott,  who  were 
natives  of  the  town  of  Cullopton,  Wales;  they  came  to  this  country  in 
1731,  having  been  ''disowned  "  by  the  Society  of  Friends  through  the 
marriage  of  Andrew  to  his  wife,  who  was  not  a  member  of  that  sect. 
These  adventurers,  with  an  infant  son,  landed  in  New  York,  and  being 
possessed  of  some  means  they  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  settled 
upon  it.  From  that  date  until  about  1760,  little  is  known  of  their  his- 
tory. Previous  to  1760,  however,  they  had  become  residents  of  Bucks 
county.  Pa.,  and  had  four  sons,  the  elder  having  at  that  time  just  be- 
gun operations  in  several  business  engagements.  It  is  probable  that 
the  family  did  not  long  remain  in  New  York  after  their  immigration 
and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Bucks  county.  The  four  sons  of 
Andrew  Ellicott  were  Nathaniel,  Joseph,  Andrew  and  John.  As  early 
as  1770  they  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  the  Patapsco  River  in 
Maryland  and  there  built  mills  which  were  long  known  as  EUicott's 
Mills. 

Joseph  Ellicott,  son  of  Andrew,  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal  scientific  attainments  for  that  period 
and  was  a  naturally  skillful  mechanic.    Without  special  instruction  he 
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constructed  a  clock  with  four  faces,  showing  the  time,  motion  of  some 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  a  chime  of  bells  playing  twenty-four  tunes,  etc.  ; 
it  was  pronounced  a  marvel  of  mechanical  ingenuity  and  skill.  The 
other  sons  of  that  Joseph  were  Joseph  (the  subject),  Andrew,  Benjamin 
and  David.  Andrew  became  a  prominent  surveyor  and  was  at  one 
time  surveyor-general  of  the  United  States;  his  three  sons  were  An- 
drew A.,  John  B.  and  Joseph,  all  of  whom  became  residents  on  the 
Holland  Purchase.  Benjamin  entered  the  service  of  the  Holland  Com- 
pany and  was  assistant  to  his  brother  Joseph.  He  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  Genesee  county  and  a  member  of  Congress.  The  younger  son  of 
the  first  Joseph  (David),  was  a  surveyor  on  the  Purchase  in  early  life 
and  then  went  south  and  was  not  heard  from  again.  There  were  also 
five  sisters,  daughters  of  the  first  Joseph,  three  of  whom  married  three 
brothers  named  Evans.  The  family  were  prominent  in  Maryland  as 
millers,  founders,  builders  of  wharves,  inventors,  etc. 

Joseph  Ellicott  was  only  fourteen  years  old  when  his  father  removed 
from  Bucks  county  to  Maryland.  His  educational  opportunities  up  to 
that  time  were  confined  to  the  public  schools.  His  early  lessons  in 
surveying  were  taught  him  by  his  brother  Andrew,  and  his  first  prac- 
tical experience  in  that  business  was  as  assistant  to  his  brother  in  the 
survey  of  the  city  of  Washington.  In  1791  he  was  appointed  by  the 
secretary  of  war  to  run  the  boundary  between  Georgia  and  the  lands 
of  the  Creek  Indians.  Soon  after  this  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Caze- 
nove  to  survey  the  Holland  Company's  lands  in  Pennsylvania.  This 
work  finished  he  was  engaged  a  short  time  in  Maryland  in  business 
with  his  brothers,  and  then  began  his  service  for  the  Holland  Company 
on  their  lands  in  this  State. 

The  active  years  of  Mr.  EUicott's  life  were  principally  those  between 
1790  and  1821.  Ten  or  twelve  of  those  years  were  passed  in  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  surveyor,  mostly  in  unsettled  districts,  to  be  finally 
given  up  for  the  little  less  trying  task  of  local  land  agent.  His  success 
in  these  positions  was  largely  due  to  his  practical  education,  his  great 
industry,  his  careful  and  systematic  methods  and  his  natural  adapta- 
bility for  executive  work.  These  qualities  are  clearly  shown  in  his 
voluminous  correspondence  and  his  journal.  His  memory  milst  forever 
be  identified  with  the  surveys  and  settlement  of  Western  and  Central 
New  York  and  the  origin  of  the  Erie  canal,  in  both  of  which  capaci- 
ties his  influence  upon  the  future  of  Erie  county  was  paramount. 

After  a  life  of  great  activity  and  usefulness  he  approached  its  close 
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in  a  manner  greatly  to  be  regretted  and  deplored.  As  early  as  1816-17 
he  became  subject  to  periods  of  great  depression  of  spirits  and  melan- 
choly which,  in  course  of  time,  settled  into  confirmed  hypochondria. 
The  causes  of  this  condition  may  be  sought  in  his  natural  tempera- 
ment, his  lonely  unmarried  life,  disappointments  in  the  outcome  of 
some  of  his  hopes  and  expectations  and  the  apparent  emptiness  of  his 
later  years.  His  land  agency  ceased  in  1821  by  his  own  act.  No  neg- 
lect of  duty  was  ever  charged  to  him,  but  his  'condition  had  become 
such  that  further  useful  activity  in  that  direction  was  not  to  be  expected 
from  him.  Fully  conscious  of  this,  he  resigned.  This  was  practically 
the  close  of  a  busy  and  useful  life.  In  November,  1824,  by  medical 
advice,  he  was  removed  to  New  York,  making  the  journey  on  a  canal 
packet.  In  New  York  a  council  of  physicians  was  called,  who  decided 
that  he  should  enter  Bellevue  Hospital.  Anticipated  benefits  from  this 
step  were  not  realized;  mental  and  physical  infirmity  increased  and  in 
July  or  August,  1826,  he  escaped  from  the  vigilance  of  his  attendants 
and  took  his  own  life.     His  remains  were  brought  to  Bataviafor  burial. 


MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Millard  Fillmore,  who  became  president  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  death  of  Zachary  Taylor,  was  born  in  Locke,  Cayuga  county,  N.Y. , 
January  7,  1800.  He  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Phoebe  Fillmore; 
the  father  was  a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  descended  from  the 
early  pioneers  of  New  England.  The  family  was  possessed  of  only 
limited  means,  but  in  their  new  home  in  Cayuga  county,  whither  they 
removed  in  1798,  Nathaniel  Fillmore  became  a  respected  citizen,  es- 
teemed for  his  intelligence  and  his  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation and  religion.  There  the  young  son  received  the  rudiments  of 
education,  and  was  constantly  taught  by  his  father  what  he  was  unable 
to  learn  at  school.  An  intense  love  of  books  was  developed  in  the 
young  man  in  early  life,  which  grew  with  his  years  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  shaping  his  destiny. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1820,  the  family  arrived  in  Buffalo.  In  the 
mean  time  the  son  had  begun  work  at  the  clothier's  trade  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  in  what  is  now  Livingston,  Ontario  county;  but  the  re- 
stricted opportunities  of  that  vocation  were  not  at  all  pleasing  to  the 
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ambitious  young  man  and  he  soon  left  it  and  returned  home,  where  he 
continued  work  on  the  farm,  mingled  with  persistent  study  and  read- 
ing. Again  in  the  spring  of  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to 
a  clothier  and  although  against  his  own  inclinations  he  labored  faith- 
fully until  he  had  mastered  the  trade.  In  the  fall  of  his  eighteenth 
year  he  began  teaching  his  first  term  of  school  in  the  town  of  Scott, 
Cortland  county,  N.Y.,  at  the  close  of  which  he  returned  to  work  at  his 
trade.  During  a  few  preceding  years  he  had  entertained  the  plan  of 
becoming  an  attorney.  His  studious  habits  and  expressed  wishes  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Judge  Wood,  near  his  home,  and  he  finally  en- 
tered his  office.  Industry  and  zeal  characterized  his  studies  and  he 
made  rapid  progress  during  the  two  years  he  remained  in  Judge  Wood's 
office,  at  the  end  of  which  he  determined  to  remove  to  Erie  county, 
where  his  father  and  family  had  already  settled.  Arriving  in  the  vil- 
lage by  the  lake  in  1821,  he  resumed  his  studies,  teaching  a  part  of  the 
time  to  earn  funds  for  his  necessary  expenses.  In  1826  he  was  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  settled  in  Aurora, 
where  he  taught  school  and  attended  to  such  practice  in  law  as  came  to 
him.  He  won  the  first  case  he  tried,  and  from  that  time  until  1830  he 
made  that  village  his  home,  gradually  acquiring  reputation  for  ability, 
integrity,  and  such  political  influence  as  he  had  acquired  from  his  con- 
nection with  the  Whig  party  and  sharing  in  its  local  affairs.  In  1826 
he  was  married  to  Abigail  Powers,  daughter  of  Rev.  Lemuel  Powers, 
of  Erie  county.  In  1827  he  was  admitted  to  the  higher  courts.  Mr. 
Fillmore  had  learned  practical  surveying  and  owned  a  compass,  and 
while  he  remained  in  Aurora,  added  materially  to  his  income  by  sur- 
veying in  vaiious  towns.  He  soon  took  an  advanced  position  in  his 
profession,  his  practice  extending  largely  into  the  Supreme  Court.  He 
showed  little  disposition  to  seek  political  preferment,  but  he  was  an 
impressive  speaker  and  was  frequently  called  upon  to  address  political 
meetings.  In  1828  he  received  the  nomination  for  the  Assembly  and 
was  elected,  thus  first  entering  public  life.  His  career  in  the  Assem- 
bly, while  in  no  sense  brilliant,  was  strictly  honorable  and  so  satisfac- 
tory to  his  constituents  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1829.  In  1830  he 
settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Joseph  Clary 
and  in  the  same  year  was  sent  for  the  third  time  to  the  Assembly, 
where  he  continued  to  add  to  his  high  repute.  Anti  Masonry  was  then 
rampant  throughout  the  country  and  no  where  more  so  than  in  Western 
New  York,  where  party  lines  between  that  misguided  organization  and 
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the  administration  party  were  closely  drawn.  The  new  party  had  a 
large  majority  in  this  section  and  found  no  difficulty  in  electing  its 
candidates.  Mr.  Fillmore  became  affiliated  with  the  Anti-Masons  and 
in  1832  was  chosen  by  them  to  represent  the  Thirtieth  District  in  the 
Twenty-third  Congress.  This  success  in  life  attained  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years,  was  attributable  to  his  native  good  qualities;  he  had 
no  aid  from  extraneous  sources,  none  of  the  qualities  by  which  the 
masses  are  most  easily  captivated ;  he  was  not  a  brilliant  orator,  nor 
would  he  abandon  his  own  convictions  to  please  others.  He  succeeded 
thus  rapidly  by  virtue  of  his  industry,  perseverance,  clear  judgment 
and  wise  foresight,  all  of  which  qualities  were  dominant  in  his  nature. 

Mr.  Fillmore  formed  the  distinguished  law  firm  of  Fillmore,  Hall  & 
Haven,  his  partners  being  Nathan  K.  Hall  and  Solomon  G.  Haven, 
both  of  whom  were  to  reach  high  positions  in  the  political  field.  Re- 
turning from  his  first  Congressional  term,  Mr.  Fillmore  industriously 
pursued  his  profession  for  two  years,  when  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
same  office  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and  re-elected  in  1838.  The  record  of 
his  conservative,  honorable,  and  successful  career  is  a  part  of  general 
history  and  so  raised  him  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  his  district 
that  for  the  fourth  time,  in  1840,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office. 

In  the  fall  of  1847  when  the  first  State  officers  were  chosen  under  the 
new  constitution,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  comp- 
troller by  the  Whigs.  The  Democracy  was  then  hopelessly  disunited 
and  Mr.  Fillmore  and  his  associates  on  that  ticket  were  elected  by  large 
majorities. 

In  the  Philadelphia  National  Convention  of  1848,  Gen.  Zachary  Tay- 
lor was  nominated  for  the  presidency  and  Millard  Fillmore  for  the 
vice-presidency.  The  famous  Buffalo  convention  of  that  year,  which 
is  described  elsewhere  in  this  work,  followed  on  the  9th  of  August, 
one  of  the  consequences  of  which  was  the  election  of  both  Taylor  and 
Fillmore  to  the  highest  two  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  On  the 
9th  day  of  July,  1850,  General  Taylor  died  and  Mr.  Fillmore  became 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  was  then  fifty  years  old,  and  it 
was  only  twenty-one  years  since  he  first  entered  public  life.  He  formed 
a  strong  cabinet  by  placing  Daniel  Webster  in  the  office  of  secretary 
of  state ;  Thomas  Corwin,  secretary  of  the  treasury ;  John  J.  Crittenden, 
attorney-general,  and  his  former  student  and  partner,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
postmaster-general. 

Congress  was  in  session  when  Mr.  Fillmore  became  president,  and 
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all  through  the  ensuing  summer  that  body  wrestled  with  the  historical 
compromise  measure,  the  influence  of  which  upon  the  country  was  to 
be  so  momentous.  Those  measures  were  embodied  in  five  acts,  the 
most  important  of  which  was  the  fugitive  slave  law,  the  other  relating 
to  the  admission  of  California,  the  organization  of  territories  of  New 
Mexico  and  Utah  without  prohibition  of  slavery,  and  the  abolition  of 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  president  signed  all  of 
these  measures  and  was  loudly  denounced  by  a  part  of  the  Whig  party, 
particularly  for  his  action  on  the  slave  law.  It  is  not  necessary  at  this 
time  to  discuss  the  wisdom  of  his  policy  in  that  connection ;  that  he 
acted  conscientiously  there  is  no  doubt.  After  the  adoption  of  the 
compromise  measures,  his  course  was  generally  in  harmony  with  the 
Whig  party  and  was  creditable  in  every  way.  He  was,  how^ever,  con- 
sidered the  leader  of  the  conservative  element  in  the  party  and  when 
the  Whig  convention  of  1852  assembled,  he  was  opposed  by  all  of  those 
who  called  themselves  more  progressive  and  radical,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  slavery.  Hence,  General  Scott  received  the  nomination  for 
president.  The  Whig  party  was  ovewhelmingly  defeated,  so  that  it 
made  little  difference  to  Mr.  Fillmore. 

Upon  the  formation  of  the  American,  or  Know-Nothing  party,  Mr. 
Fillmore  joined  its  ranks  and  in  1856,  after  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  was  nominated  by  the  new  party  at  its  national 
convention  in  February  for  the  high  office  which  he  had  so  recently 
left.  The  disaster  that  followed  the  new  political  organization  is  well 
known.  That  was  the  last  appearance  of  Mr.  Fillmore  in  the  political 
field.  He  retired  to  his  beautiful  home  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  friends  and  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  the  happy  domestic  rela- 
tions which  fell  to  his  lot.  His  death  took  place  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1874. 
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AARON  RUMSEY. 

Aaron  Rumsey  was  born  in  Hubbardton,  Vt.,  in  1797.  His  grand- 
father came  to  this  country  from  Wales  and  settled  in  Connecticut. 
His  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  moved  in  early  life  from  Connecticut 
to  Vermont.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  like 
many  of  his  contemporaries,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen,  en- 
listed and  fought  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  campaign  in  which  Gen. 
Burgoyne  was  defeated  by  Gen.  Gates. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  Rumsey  walked  from  Vermont  to  War- 
saw, N.  Y.,  where  he  entered  into  partnership  with  an  elder  brother 
in  the  tanning  business.  From  this  time  his  material  prosperity  began. 
By  unceasing  energy,  business  sagacity  and  restless  activity,  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  moderate  fortune.  During  his  residence  at  Warsaw 
there  occurred  an  unprecedented  cold  summer  which  ruined  all  the 
crops  and  Mr.  Rumsey,  with  several  others,  drove  to  Albany,  and  re- 
turned with  wagon  loads  of  much  needed  provisions. 

In  1820  he  married  Sophia  Phelps.  In  1824  he  moved  to  Westfield, 
N.  Y.,  and  went  into  the  tanning  business  on  his  own  account.  In 
1834  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1864. 

Mr.  Rumsey  was  a  man  of  all  conquering  energy,  and  so  dominant 
and  pervading  was  this  energetic  element  as  to  stamp  itself  in  a  distinct 
and  distinguishing  feature  upon  the  current  of  his  whole  life,  physical 
and  social.  He  was  in  youth  and  manhood  one  of  the  strongest  of  men 
physically,  with  muscles  of  iron,  standing  considerably  above  the  ordi- 
nary height.  He  was  a  very  swift  runner,  an  almost  invincible  wrest- 
ler, and  until  a  few  years  before  he  died,  his  body  showed  no  signs 
of  advancing  age  nor  his  springing  steps  less  elasticity.  His  mind  was 
equally  big,  broad  and  active.  While  liberal  almost  to  a  fault,  his 
judgment  was  sound,  and  always  endorsed  the  dictates  of  a  warm  and 
charitable  heart.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  religious  convictions,  con- 
tributing materially  to  the  prosperity  and  eventual  success  of  both  the 
First  Presbyterian  and  Westminster  churches.  Of  the  latter  he  was  the 
permanent  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  interested  himself 
also  in  charities,  sparing  neither  time  nor  money  in  their  service. 
*'  Socially  in  every  sphere  of  life  the  energy  of  his  character  was  as  ob- 
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vioiis  as  the  results  were  abundant."  Mr.  Rumsey  was  the  soul  of  in- 
tegrity and  honor.  Whatever  he  accomplished  he  did  squarely  and 
by  hard  conscientious  work. 

He  lived  for  many  years  on  Swan  street  in  Buffalo.  Later  he  built 
what  at  the  time  was  thought  to  be  one  of  the  most  considerable  houses 
in  the  city,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Delaware  and  North  streets, 
where  he  lived  many  years  and  until  his  death.  He  was  survived  by 
his  wife  and  two  sons,  Bronson  C.  and  Dexter  P.  Rumsey. 


SAMUEL  FLETCHER  PRATT. 

Samuel  Fletcher  Pratt  was  descended  from  an  old  and  respected 
New  England  family,  whose  members  have  for  several  generations 
been  conspicuous  in  business  and  public  affairs.  He,  especially, 
achieved  distinction,  and  during  his  long,  busy  life  was  one  of  Buffa- 
lo's most  prominent  and  respected  citizens.  In  regarding  the  salient 
events  in  his  career  it  is  interesting  to  first  glance  briefly  at  his  im- 
mediate ancestry,  as  by  studying  that  one  can  best  form  an  adequate 
idea  of  those  qualities  which  brought  him  success  and  stamped  his 
wonderful  individuality  upon  the  history  of  Western  New  York. 

At  a  very  early  date  Aaron  Pratt  removed  from  East  Hartford,  Conn., 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Westminster,  Windham  county,  Vt.,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Capt.  Samuel  Pratt,  his  son,  inherited  all  the 
sturdy  characteristics  peculiar  to  native  New  Englanders  and  besides 
was  inspired  with  a  spirit  of  adventure  and  daring  enterprise.  In  1801 
he  made  a  visit  to  Montreal  for  the  purpose  of  making  preliminary 
arrangements  for  a  project  which  resulted  in  establishing  his  family 
among  Buffalo's  pioneers.  Gathering  about  him  a  few  fearless  spirits 
like  himself,  and  leaving  behind  a  wife  and  several  children,  he  set  out 
in  1802,  and  after  ])urchasing  some  articles  of  barter  in  Montreal,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  the  Great  Lakes  to  Mackinaw, 
exchanging  his  goods  for  furs  with  the  Indians.  On  his  return  he 
passed  through  what  is  now  the  city  of  Buffalo,  then  New  Amsterdam 
— a  small  cluster  of  log  cabins — and  his  quick  perception  led  him  to 
decide  upon  that  as  his  future  home.  Accordingly  in  the  summer  of 
1804,  with  his  family  and  his  household  effects  packed  in  two  wagons, 
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he  left  Westminster  and  reached  Buffalo  early  in  September.  One  of 
his  wagons  was  decidedly  pretentious  for  those  days,  being  in  reality  a 
coach,  hung  upon  high  leathern  springs,  with  seats  for  four  inside  and 
a  driver's  seat  in  front.  It  attracted  much  attention  and  was  acknowl- 
edged to  be  the  first  private  family  carriage  ever  seen  in  Western  New 
York.  Besides  Captain  Pratt  the  party  comprised  his  wife,  who  was 
Esther  Wells,  of  Hatfield,  Mass.,  their  children,  Asa,  Pascal  Paoli, 
Permelia  (afterward  Mrs.  Elijah  Leech),  Benjamin  Wells,  Esther,  Hi- 
ram and  Mary;  the  captain's  niece,  Polly  Smith,  who  became  Mrs. 
Hiram  Hanchett;  and  George  Keith,  a  cabinetmaker.  Their  eldest 
son,  Samuel,  father  of  Samuel  F  ,  remained  behind  as  a  clerk  in  a  store 
in  Townshend,  Vt.  Captain  Pratt  located  upon  lot  No.  2  (on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Main  and  Exchange  streets),  which  was  articled  to  him 
on  the  books  of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  September  7,  1804.  His 
deed  for  this  property — "  81-100  acres,  corner  of  Willink  avenue  and 
Crow  street" — is  dated  April  7,  1807,  consideration  $150.  Here  he 
built  a  frame  house  and  also  a  store,  both  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Mansion  House,  and  both  said  to  be  the  first  frame  buildings  of  any 
importance  in  the  place.  Later  he  erected  other  frame  structures,  and 
for  several  years  prosecuted  a  successful  trade  in  furs  with  the  Indians, 
with  whom  he  became  a  favorite,  and  who  named  him  Ho-da-ni-da-oh, 
signifying,  "he  is  merciful,  kind,  or  liberal."  In  1805  he  returned  to 
New  England  and  brought  his  aged  parents,  and  also  Rev.  Mr.  Whi- 
ting, of  Boston,  to  his  pioneer  home.  His  father  died  here  in  1806,  and 
his  mother  in  1809.  Mr.  Whiting  both  preached  the  gospel  and  taught 
school,  and  was  the  first  minister  not  connected  with  the  Missionary 
Society,  in  this  region.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Pratt  were  practical  Chris- 
tians and  in  their  house  were  established  the  first  series  of  evening 
prayer  meetings  ever  held  in  Buffalo.  He  was  instrumental  in  estab- 
lishing the  first  village  burying  ground  (now  Franklin  Square)  and 
assisted  at  the  first  burial  therein.  He  also  started  the  first  ferry  and 
built  the  first  bridge  across  Buffalo  Creek  and  became  quite  an  exten- 
sive propert}^  owner.  But  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  incidents  that  led 
up  to  it,  overwhelmed  him  with  a  flood  of  misfortunes,  and  he  died  two 
months  after  hostilities  began,  on  August  30,  1812,  aged  but  forty- 
eight  years.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1830  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four.  Asa  and  Pascal  Paoli  Pratt  both  acquired  a  fluent  use  of 
the  Indian  language.  The  former  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  in  the 
government  service,  and  distinguished  himself  in  the  battle  of  Chip- 
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pevva.  Benjamin  Wells  Pratt  spent  most  of  his  life  on  a  farm  in  Col- 
lins, where  he  died  May  19,  1868.  Hiram  Pratt  engaged  in  commerce, 
real  estate,  and  banking,  built  several  steamers,  originated  the  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  was  elected  mayor  in  1839,  and  died  May  1,  1840. 

Samuel  Pratt,  jr.,  in  1806,  married  Miss  Sophia  Fletcher,  of  Towns- 
hend,  Vt.,  a  daughter  of  General  Samuel  Fletcher,  who  was  born  in 
Grafton,  Mass.,  in  1745,  settled  in  Townshend  before  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  achieved  distinction  in  the  Colonial  and  Continental  armies. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  Provincial  army  in  the 
war  between  the  British  and  French  Colonies,  and  in  1762  was  sta- 
tioned at  Crown  Point.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  volunteer.  In  March,  1776,  he  was  appointed  cap- 
tain and  raised  several  companies  of  "  Minute  Men,"  with  whom  he 
marched  to  Ticonderoga  in  June,  1777.  He  was  also  at  the  battles  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Bennington  and  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  He  be- 
came brigadier-general  of  militia  in  1781,  served  for  six  years  as  major- 
general,  and  in  1778  was  a  member  of  the  first  General  Assembly  of 
Vermont.  He  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  several  terms, 
a  councilor  nine  years,  high  sheriff  of  Windham  county  for  eighteen 
successive  years  from  1788,  judge  of  the  County  Court  four  years  and 
in  1782  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  but  declined  to 
serve.  He  was  highly  respected  for  his  courage,  integrity  and  busi- 
ness capacity.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  John  Hazeltine,  and 
one  of  their  daughters  became  the  mother  of  Epaphroditus  Ransom, 
governor  of  Michigan. 

Samuel  Pratt,  jr.,  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  wife  and  infant  son, 
Samuel  F.,  in  August,  1807,  and  engaged  in  the  fur  business  with 
Capt.  Benjamin  Caryl,  under  the  firm  name  of  B.  Caryl  &  Co.,  which 
subsequently  became  Juba  Storrs  &  Co.  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Storrs 
as  a  partner.  Mr.  Pratt  withdrew  in  1810,  having  become  sheriff  of 
Niagara  county  on  March  10  of  that  year.  Later  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother-in-law,  Elijah  Leech,  and  the  firm  of  Pratt  & 
Leech  was  doing  business  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Buffalo,  in  De- 
cember, 1813,  from  which  the  Pratt  families  fortunately  escaped  un- 
harmed, except  for  the  loss  of  their  property.  Mr.  Pratt  died  August 
7,  1822,  and  his  wife  March  19,  1862. 

Samuel  Fletcher  Pratt,  as  a  boy,  was  more  or  less  identified  with  the 
incidents  already  related,  and  grew^  to  manhood  amid  the  dangers  and 
privations  of  that  frontier  home.    He  was  born  in  Townshend,  Vt., 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


13 


May  28,  1807,  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo  in  the  following  Au- 
gust, and  thus  spent  practically  his  entire  life  in  the  place  where  his 
grandfather  had  settled  in  1804.  The  scenes  of  those  early  years  left 
an  indelible  impress  upon  his  mind,  and  at  the  same  time  strengthened 
his  constitution,  fortified  his  character,  and  inured  him  to  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  life.  He  first  attended  a  school  kept  by  Miss  Irene  Leech, 
and  later  the  select  school  kept  by  Deacon  Callender,  and  for  about 
three  years  was  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Bigelow  &  Goodhue  in  St. 
Thomas,  Canada,  where  his  father  was  employed  for  a  time.  In  De- 
cember, 1822,  he  entered  the  hardware  store  of  George  &  Thaddeus 
Weed,  in  Buffalo,  the  first  one  of  the  kind  in  the  place.  George  Weed 
became  the  sole  proprietor  in  1827,  and  in  February,  1828,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Pratt  and  Lucius  Storrs  under  the  firm  name  of 
George  Weed  &  Co.  For  forty-four  years  thereafter  Mr.  Pratt's  name 
was  a  conspicuous  one  in  the  business  life  of  the  city.  In  July,  1828, 
Mr.  Weed  died,  and  in  1829  his  brother  Thaddeus  succeeded  to  his  in- 
terest in  the  store,  which  was  continued  under  the  style  of  Weed  & 
Pratt.  Mr.  Pratt  purchased  the  entire  Weed  interest  March  21,  1836, 
took  his  brother,  Pascal  P.,  as  a  clerk,  and  in  1842  the  two  formed  the 
firm  of  S.  F.  Pratt  &  Co.  In  1846  Edward  P.  Beals  became  a  partner 
and  the  firm  was  changed  to  Pratt  &  Co.,  which  has  since  continued. 

Mr.  Pratt  and  William  P.  Letchworth  instituted  the  firm  of  Pratt  & 
Letchworth  in  1845,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  an  exclusively 
saddlery  hardware  and  manufacturing  business  in  Buffalo,  which  is  still 
in  existence  under  the  style  of  the  Pratt  &  Letchworth  Company,  the 
incorporation  having  taken  place  in  1895. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  a  man  of  uncommon  business  ability  and  his  success 
was  as  marked  as  it  was  deserved.  One  of  his  chief  characteristics  was 
kindness  combined  with  courtesy.  He  possessed  great  energy  and 
courage,  an  even  temperament  and  unusual  perseverance,  and  in  all 
his  dealings  was  the  soul  of  honor  and  justice.  He  was  thorough, 
systematic,  and  careful,  never  shrank  from  responsibility,  and  he  mas- 
tered every  detail.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
Citizens  Committee  of  Three;  was  one  of  the  aldermen  in  1844,  and 
was  several  times  urged  to  become  a  candidate  for  mayor,  but  in- 
variably declined.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Buffalo  Gas 
Light  Company  in  1848,  and  served  as  its  president  until  his  death. 
He  was  one  of  the  chief  founders  of  the  Buffalo  Female  Academy  in 
1851,  was  elected  its  first  president  and  afterwards  was  long  one  of  its 
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trustees.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church,  and  for  many  years  was  a  leading  member  of  its 
choir.  In  1866,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  he  made  a  tour  of  Europe, 
and  in  1868,  with  his  brother  Pascal,  he  again  went  abroad. 

Mr.  Pratt's  achievements  were  the  results  of  industry  and  frugality 
acquired  in  boyhood.  He  owed  much  to  a  kind,  sympathetic,  Christian 
mother,  whose  guidance  and  wise  counsels  started  him  upon  a  career  of 
usefulness;  he  never  forgot  her  lessons.  He  loved  and  appreciated  the 
finer  qualities,  and  himself  possessed  them  in  an  unusual  degree.  In 
his  home,  in  business,  in  public  and  private,  he  was  ever  the  kind, 
courteous  gentleman,  the  firm  friend,  and  the  honest,  enterprising- 
citizen.  His  death,  which  occurred  on  April  27,  1892,  was  universally 
lamented. 

In  the  fall  of  1835  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Strong, 
who  was  then  residing  with  her  uncle,  Rev.  Sylvester  Eaton,  in  Pater- 
son,  N.  J.  vShe  was  one  of  five  sisters.  Their  children  were  Jeannie 
and  Helen.  The  eldest  was  born  February  18,  1841,  married  in  June, 
1860,  William  J.  King,  jr.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  died  September 
24,  1872.  Helen  married  Frank  Hamlin,  of  Buffalo,  February  27, 
1872,  and  died  in  Paris,  January  27,  1873. 


PASCAL  PAOLI  PRATT. 

Hon.  Pascal  Paoli  Pratt  is  the  youngest  child  of  Samuel  Pratt,  jr., 
and  Sophia  Fletcher,  his  wife,  and  was  born  on  the  15th  of  September, 
1819,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  A  more  de- 
tailed account  of  the  family's  removal  from  Westminster,  Vt.,  in  1804, 
to  the  then  pioneer  settlement  of  Buffalo,  appears  in  the  foregoing 
memorial  of  his  eldest  brother,  Samuel  Fletcher  Pratt,  to  which  the 
reader's  attention  is  directed.  Suffice  it  to  say  in  this  connection  that 
Mr.  Pratt's  grandfather,  Capt.  Samuel  Pratt,  and  his  father,  Samuel, 
jr.,  were  among  the  first  to  permanently  engage  in  the  fur  business  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  Unlike  them  and  his  elder  brother,  he  ex- 
perienced none  of  the  trials  and  dangers  through  which  the  family 
passed  during  the  early  years  of  the  village  and  the  war  of  1812,  for  he 
was  born  after  those  trying  times  had  occurred;  yet  he  acquired  in  his 
youth  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  struggles,  and  imbibed  the  cour- 
age and  fortitude  which  have  so  signally  marked  his  career  with  honor 
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and  success.  Inheriting  those  qualities  of  manhood  that  characterized 
his  race,  he  gave  evidence,  as  a  boy,  of  that  spirit  of  self-reliance  and 
industry  which  mark  the  true  pioneer  and  which  enabled  him  to  grasp 
opportunities  with  peculiar  fitness.  Now,  approaching  the  age  of  four- 
score years,  his  mind  is  rich  in  reminiscences  of  youthful  days,  when 
he  saw,  oftentimes,  as  many  Indians  as  white  men  upon  the  streets, 
and  when  the  present  populous  city  was  an  imagination  of  an  active 
brain.  With  rare  distinctness  he  remembers  the  scenes  and  times  of 
sixty  and  seventy  years  ago,  and  can  narrate  all  the  principal  changes 
which  have  taken  place  during  the  most  important  half  century  of  the 
city's  wonderful  growth. 

It  has  been  written  of  Mr.  Pratt  that  he  deserves  three  biographies 
—"one  as  a  business  man,  another  as  a  banker,  and  a  third,  perhaps 
the  most  important  of  all,  as  a  public-spirited  citizen."  Certain  it  is 
that  the  limits  of  this  narrative  will  not  admit  of  more  than  a  hasty 
glance  at  the  salient  points  in  his  eminent  career — at  those  facts  and 
incidents  which  have  had  a  paramont  influence  in  developing  and  per- 
fecting one  of  the  noblest  individualities  that  ever  graced  the  annals  of 
Buffalo  His  earlier  education  was  obtained  in  the  primitive  schools  of 
his  native  village,  which  his  grandfather  and  father  were  largely  in- 
strumental in  founding  and  maintaining.  Following  this  he  spent  one 
year  (1833)  at  Hamilton  Academy  in  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
nearly  two  years  in  an  institution  at  Amherst,  Mass.  These  somewhat 
limited  advantages,  however,  enabled  him  to  acquire  habits  of  study 
and  observation  that  have  always  made  him  conspicuous  as  a  liberal, 
broad-minded  and  cultivated  man.  Early  in  1836,  when  but  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  began  his  active  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  hard- 
ware store  of  his  brother,  Samuel  F.  Pratt,  who,  that  year,  succeeded 
the  firm  of  Weed  &  Pratt.  In  1842  he  became  a  partner  under  the 
firm  name  of  S.  F.  Pratt  &  Co.,  which,  in  1846,  was  changed  to  Pratt 
&  Co.,  and  which  has  ever  since  carried  on  an  extensive  and  successful 
career  under  that  style.  Few  firms  in  the  State  can  show  such  an  un- 
broken and  honorable  history.  Their  operations  widened  as  the  years 
passed,  from  a  retail  into  a  large  and  prosperous  wholesale  hardware 
business,  which  extended  even  far  beyond  the  Mississippi  River.  They 
also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  organized  and  owned  the 
Buffalo  Iron  and  Nail  Company.  They  built  a  blast  furnace  and  roll- 
ing mill  at  Black  Rock  and  successfully  operated  them  from  the  au- 
tumn of  1857  to  about  1885,  when  the  former  was  leased  and  the  latter 
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was  exchanged  for  other  manufacturing  interests.  These  enterprises 
gave  employment  to  from  500  to  800  workmen  and  to  a  number  of 
vessels  in  carrying  ore.  They  also  were  the  means  of  settling  many 
families  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  and  of  building  up  a  city  which 
had  little  other  inducement  to  offer  incoming  settlers;  and  the  place 
to-day  stands  as  a  landmark,  a  testimony  to  the  energy  and  enterprise 
of  Mr,  Pratt,  who  had  special  charge  and  management  for  this  firm. 

Mr.  Pratt,  following  the  standard  set  by  his  grandfather  and  father, 
has  always  taken  great  pride  in  developing  the  natural  advantages  of 
Buffalo,  never  failing  to  avail  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  encour- 
age and  further  any  worthy  undertaking,  especially  those  of  a  manu- 
facturing character.  His  activity  in  this  respect  has  been  remarkable. 
He  not  only  placed  his  firm's  and  his  own  capital  in  these  operations, 
but  he  influenced  others  in  the  same  direction,  and  he  probably  has 
done  more  than  any  other  one  man  to  bring  his  city  into  national 
prominence  as  a  manufacturing  center  by  personally  investing  in  and 
inaugurating  such  movements.  One  of  his  practical  theories  was  the 
employment  of  labor  at  remunerative  prices;  and  many  of  Buffalo's 
successful  manufacturing  establishments  owe  their  inception  to  his  as- 
sistance and  example.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  city's  park 
system,  was  the  first  president  of  the  Park  Commission  and  remained 
at  its  head  from  1869  to  1879,  when  he  resigned.  Under  his  adminis- 
tration the  plans  were  perfected  and  the  park  property  purchased,  and 
the  whole  magnificent  scheme  was  practically  carried  into  effect,  leav- 
ing his  successors  little  to  do  except  to  finish  and  keep  in  order  the 
work  so  thoroughly  inaugurated  by  his  colleagues  and  himself.  This 
park  system  is  noted  throughout  the  country  and  even  abroad  as  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  perfect  in  existence,  and  it  reflects  great  credit 
upon  Mr.  Pratt's  able  and  conscientious  management  and  public  spirit. 
No  breath  of  suspicion  of  any  irregularity  was  ever  directed  against 
the  commission  or  its  officers,  although  they  served  without  pay;  and 
this  fact  furnishes  conclusive  evidence  that  their  duties,  covering  the 
disbursement  of  large  sums  of  money,  were  honestly  and  faithfully 
discharged. 

In  1883  Mr.  Pratt,  Hon.  Luther  R.  Marsh  and  Hon.  Matthew  Hale 
were  chosen  as  a  commission  to  appraise  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken 
at  Niagara  Falls  for  an  International  Park.  This  work  involved  ques- 
tions as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  who  claimed  free 
use  of  the  waters  of  Niagara  River  for  power  and  other  purposes,  and 
payment  for  the  resumption  of  sovereignty  by  the  State,  which  would 
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have  permanently  defeated  the  object  in  view  had  the  original  claims 
been  fully  allowed.  But  Mr.  Pratt's  unswerving  integrity,  practiced 
judgment,  and  familiarity  with  property  values,  and  the  confidence 
which  the  entire  community  deservedly  placed  in  him,  were  invaluable 
to  the  commission  and  gave  great  weight  to  the  estimates,  and  the  re- 
sults were  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  Awards  amounting  to  about 
$1,500,000  were  made  and  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  accepted 
by  the  Legislature,  and  in  1885  the  necessary  act  was  passed  and  received 
Governor  Hill's  signature.  This  brought  under  permanent  preservation 
and  into  free  public  use  some  of  the  grandest  scenery  in  the  w^orld,  and 
every  year  scores  of  thousands  of  visitors  testify  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
undertaking. 

While  devoting  his  attention  and  energies  chiefly  to  the  management 
of  his  large  and  varied  business  interests,  Mr.  Pratt  has  never  failed  to 
respond  to  every  duty  and  privilege  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  in 
this  respect  he  has  been  equally  active  and  useful.  He  has  always  been 
a  liberal  contributor  to  benevolent  objects,  to  all  the  charitable  institu- 
tions of  Buffalo, and  to  numerous  movements  which  had  the  welfare  and 
upbuilding  of  the  community  at  heart.  To  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  whose  handsome  building  cost  more  than  $120,000,  he  was 
the  largest  of  the  many  givers.  In  religious  convictions  and  associations 
he  is  an  earnest  Presbyterian,  while  in  politics  he  has  been  an  active 
Republican  since  the  inception  of  that  party.  He  was  a  presidential 
elector  in  1872,  but  excepting  this  he  has  invariably  declined  political 
office.  As  a  business  man  he  stands  in  the  front  rank.  Wise  in  coun- 
sel, prompt  in  action,  systematic  and  thorough  in  all  he  undertakes, 
and  affable  and  pleasant  in  all  intercourse;  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful and  has  always  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  classes. 
In  every  capacity  he  has  won  the  approval  of  both  friend  and  opponent. 
As  a  financier  his  integrity  and  ability  have  never  been  questioned. 
He  is  a  firm  friend,  a  man  of  positive  likes  and  dislikes,  and  a  citizen 
of  lofty  impulses  and  motives.  It  is  impossible  in  the  limited  space  at 
command,  to  enumerate  all  the  institutions  with  which  he  has  long  been 
prominently  connected,  for  they  include  nearly  every  one  in  Buffalo 
and  many  elsewhere,  but  a  few  of  the  more  important  may  properly  be 
mentioned.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Manufacturers'  and  Traders' 
Bank  of  Buffalo  from  its  organization  in  1856  until  about  1885,  when  he 
was  elected  president,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  director  in 
the  Bank  of  Attica  and  the  Buffalo,  New  York  &  Philadelphia  Railroad 
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Company ;  president  of  the  Buffalo  Iron  and  Nail  Company,  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  and  of  the  Buffalo  Female  Academy ;  and 
a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Gaslight  Company  and  the  Buffalo  Orphan 
Asylum.  Since  1848  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Pratt  & 
Letchworth,  which  was  founded  by  his  brother,  Samuel  F.  Pratt  and 
William  P.  Letchworth,  and  is  now  operated  as  the  Pratt  &  Letchworth 
Company  under  the  management  of  Josiah  and  Ogden  P.  L.  Letchworth. 
The  large  plant  of  this  corporation  is  engaged  in  turning  out  immense 
quantities  of  malleable  iron  and  steel  castings,  having  a  trade  extend- 
ing throughout  the  Union,  and  giving  employment  to  several  hundred 
men.  Mr.  Pratt  is  also  connected  with  nearly  all  the  charitable  and 
benevolent  societies  of  Buffalo.  His  life  has  been  a  useful  and  active 
one  in  every  respect  and  his  example  is  a  standing  incentive  to  honor- 
able endeavor  and  emulation. 

On  September  1,  1845,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to  Miss  Phoebe  Lorenz, 
daughter  of  Frederick  Lorenz,  a  prominent  iron  and  glass  manufacturer 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Their  children  are  Katherine  (Mrs.  John  M.  Horton), 
Frederick  L.  (now  assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of  his  real 
estate  and  other  interests),  Annie  (Mrs.  John  Chittenden),  Melissa  D. 
(Mrs.  Robert  L.  Fryer)  of  Buffalo,  Samuel  F.  of  Alden,  N.  Y.,  Emma 
(wife  of  Dr.  Charles  Sumner  Jones)  of  Buffalo,  and  Edward  P.,  who 
resides  at  Kansas  City. 


EBEN  CARLETON  SPRAGUE. 

The  excellent  portrait  upon  another  page  in  these  volumes  is  the 
likeness  of  one  who  was  for  many  years  in  the  front  rank  of  the  legal 
profession  in  Western  New  York,  who  occupied  a  lofty  position  in  the 
literary  and  social  life  of  Buffalo,  and  who  enjoyed  the  unbounded  re- 
spect and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him — Eben  Carleton  Sprague. 
Mr.  Sprague's  life  began  in  Bath,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  born  on  No- 
vember 26,  1822.  Four  years  later,  in  the  spring  of  1826,  the  family 
removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  long  life. 
He  was  gently  reared  under  delightful  home  influences,  receiving  wise 
parental  indulgences  in  all  that  promised  to  be  of  benefit  in  his  after 
life.  After  obtaining  a  preliminary  education  in  the  Buffalo  schools  he 
was  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  which  he  entered 
in  1837,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  From  that  institution  he 
passed  on  to  Harvard  College  in  1839  and  graduated  in  1843.     It  has 
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been  said  of  him '  that  at  this  time,  as  he  returned  from  his  university 
life,  "he  had  a  manly  beauty,  a  scholarly  bearing,  and  a  charm  of 
manner  which  g-ave  him  distinction  at  once  in  every  circle.  He  had 
high  ideas  of  culture  and  character,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  his 
profession  richly  equipped  for  large  success  " 

In  the  fall  of  1843  Mr.  Sprague  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Fillmore,  Hall  &  Haven,  which  has  elsewhere  in  this  work  been  fre- 
quently mentioned  as  one  of  the  strongest  in  Western  and  Central  New 
York.  Mr.  Sprague  studied  diligently  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
October,  1846.  During  nearly  fifty  succeeding  years  he  successfully 
practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  rising  in  the  mean  time  to  such  em- 
inence at  the  bar  as  is  reached  by  few.  In  addressing  his  brethren  of 
the  bar  on  the  occasion  of  the  memorial  proceedings  from  the  record  of 
which  a  quotation  has  just  been  made,  the  Hon.  Sherman  S.  Rogers 
said  of  Mr.  Sprague  that  "he  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  and  success- 
ful of  our  number — one  of  the  most  eminent  and  successful  of  all  the 
men  who  have  practiced  our  profession  in  Buffalo."  Continuing,  Mr. 
Rogers  spoke  as  follows: 

The  roll  of  our  illustrious  names  is  not  a  short  one.  There  are  many  among  them 
who  would  have  graced  places  of  the  highest  distinction.  Some  of  them  died  in 
youth ;  more  of  them  in  middle  life,  in  the  very  heat  and  strife  of  professional  activ- 
ity; others  when  withdrawn  from  it  to  the  comparative  repose  of  declining  years. 
But  I  recall  no  one  of  these  eminent  men  who,  like  our  brother  Sprague,  held  his 
place  to  the  last  after  he  had  passed  his  seventieth  year,  marching  with  steady,  but 
resolute  mien  in  the  very  front  rank,  primus  i7iter  pares,  as  he  had  for  more  than 
forty  years.  I  said  he  was  successful.  I  do  not  mean  simply  that  Mr.  Sprague  at- 
tained distinction  and  accumulated  fortune  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  though  it  is 
true  that  he  did.  I  do  not  mean  simply  that  he  won  civic  honors  and  esteem,  that 
his  fellow  citizens  held  in  high  consideration  his  views  on  public  questions,  and  looked 
to  him  for  guidance  and  direction,  and  that  his  death  is  mourned  by  this  great  city 
as  a  public  loss. 

The  higher  success  of  which  I  speak  can  be  obtained  without  professional  distinc- 
tion or  ample  estate  or  civic  honor.  It  has  been  attained  by  thousands  of  men  upon  whom 
fortune  has  not  smiled  and  to  whom  popular  place  and  favor  were  strangers.  What 
I  had  in  my  mind  was  that  the  success  whose  witness  is  well  rounded,  well  ripened 
character,  the  fruit  of  many  years'  devotion  to  duty,  of  years  tilled  with  gentle  thoughts, 
of  years  animated  with  noble  ambitions  and  purposes,  enriched  by  liberal  and  ex- 
panding studies  and  sweetened  with  the  charity  which  thinketh  no  evil.  A  char- 
acter which  makes  old  age  venerable  and  lovely. 

These  words  of  praise  were  in  the  broadest  sense  deserved  by  Mr. 

^  Address  of  Hon.  James  O.  Putnam  during  the  proceedings  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Associa 
tion,  in  memory  of  Mr.  Sprague. 
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Sprague.  His  industry  and  integrity  early  gave  him  important  pro- 
fessional trusts,  and  when  once  bestowed  they  were  never  withdrawn. 
His  professional  connections  constantly  expanded  and  his  steadfast 
devotion  to  duty  strengthened  the  foundations  on  v/hich  his  reputation 
was  based. 

While  Mr.  Sprague  was  eminently  fitted  for  successful  public  life  in 
any  station  demanding  statesmanship,  ability  and  honesty,  he  stead- 
fastly resisted  every  overture  to  enter  political  life  further  than  to  ex- 
ert his  influence  for  the  public  good  whenever  it  was  possible.  To 
supply  a  vacancy  made  by  the  resignation  of  Sherman  S.  Rogers  as 
State  senator,  he  was  elected  for  the  single  session  of  1876-77;  he  de- 
clined a  re-election.  His  ardent  love  of  his  profession  drew  him  away 
from  the  consideration  of  other  ambitions;  this,  with  his  contentment  and 
happiness  in  private  life  and  his  reluctance  to  submit  himself  to  the 
control  of  other  influences  that  are  not  always  elevating  to  the  sensitive 
and  honorable  man,  was  sufficient  to  deter  him  from  taking  the  part  in 
political  and  public  life  that  might  have  been  his  without  solicitation. 
He  was  a  born  independent ;  his  party  controlled  him  only  so  far  as  its 
policy  agreed  with  his  high  code  of  honor, and  his  devotion  to  the  pub- 
lic weal. 

Mr.  Sprague  possessed  literary  ability  of  a  high  order.  His  early 
love  for  the  classics  he  never  lost.  His  mind  was  wedded  to  the  best 
literature  of  all  ages  and  the  catholicity  of  his  nature  never  permitted 
him  to  ask  of  what  creed  or  race  w^as  the  author,  if  he  represented  jus- 
tice and  righteousness.  He  wrote  much  for  publication  upon  various 
topics  and  with  the  same  charming  style  that  characterized  his  speaking. 
His  tongue  and  pen  were  always  ready  for  enlistment  in  any  good  work. 

Mr.  Sprague  was  an  ideal  citizen  and  his  name  will  be  forever  closely 
associated  with  the  founding  and  advancement  of  many  local  institutions 
devoted  to  charity,  education  and  social  growth.  For  several  years 
prior  to  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Buffalo,  president  of  the  Harvard  Club  of  Western  New  York, 
and  president  of  the  Liberal  Club  of  Buffalo.  In  June,  1892,  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Harvard  University. 
Mr.  Sprague  was  a  deeply  religious  man  and  was  educated  in  and  as- 
sociated with  the  liberal  school  of  Christianity.  His  sympathy  went 
out  to  every  sect  and  school  alike  that  worshiped  the  Creator  in  truth. 
His  social  influence  was  very  large  and  beneficent  and  his  domestic  life 
was  all  that  it  could  be  made  in  devotion  to  his  home.    It  was  easy  for 
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him  to  make  a  faithful  friend  of  any  one  whom  he  met.  He  was  the 
true  gentleman  always  and  everywhere. 

Mr,  Sprague's  death  took  place  on  February  14,  1895. 


GROVER  CLEVELAND. 

\ 

Groyer  Cleveland  was  born  at  Caldwell,  Essex  county,  N.  J., 
Match  18,  1837.  His  father,  a  native  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  was  a  Pres- 
byterian minister,  educated  at  Yale  College,  and  was  at  one  time  in 
charge  of  a  church  at  Fayetteville,  N.  Y.  His  mother,  a  Miss  Neal,  of 
Baltimore,  was  a  daughter  of  a  well  known  book  publisher  of  that  city. 
His  great-uncle,  well  and  favorably  known  in  Boston,  as  "Father 
Cleveland,"  was  a  city  missionary  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  lived 
to  be  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  Grover  Cleveland's  education  was 
obtained  at  the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  in  the  academy, 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  completed  his  school  days 
at  the  academy  in  the  village  of  Clinton,  Oneida,  county,  N.  Y.  Re- 
moving to  Buffalo  in  1855  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Rogers,  Bowen  &  Rogers,  and  was  admittted  to  the  bar  in  1859. 
He  remained  in  the  office  of  his  preceptors  until  the  1st  of  January, 
1863,  when  he  became  assistant  district  attorney  under  C.  C.  Torrance, 
and  held  that  office  duting  the  three  succeeding  years.  During  his 
term  in  the  district  attorney's  office  Mr.  Cleveland  displayed  fine  quali- 
ties as  counsel,  brilliant  talents  as  an  advocate,  and  a  strength  and 
firmness  of  character  such  as  belong  only  to  men  of  power.  He  dis- 
charged the  arduous  duties  of  his  office  with  singular  ability  and  strict 
honesty  and  made  his  way  to  a  place  of  unmistakable  importance  in 
his  profession.  In  1865  he  was  nominated  for  district  attorney  and 
although  he  developed  great  strength  in  the  canvass,  he  failed  of  elec- 
tion. He  was  associated  with  the  late  Hon.  I.  V.  Vanderpool  as  a 
partner  from  January  1,  1866,  till  August  1,  1869,  and  in  1870  was 
nominated  for  sheriff  of  Erie  county.  He  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority  and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1873.  He  was 
a  partner  of  the  late  Hon.  A.  P.  Laning  from  August,  1869,  until  he 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  sheriff  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1871.  From  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  until  the  1st  of  May,  1881, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bass,  Cleveland  &  Bissell,  which  on 
the  latter  date  became  the  firm  of  Cleveland  &  Bissell,    Mr.  Cleveland 
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received  the  nomination  for  mayor  of  Buffalo  by  the  Democratic  party 
in  1881,  and  was  elected  in  November  of  that  year  by  a  large  majority, 
receiving  the  vote  of  a  great  number  of  his  fellow  citizens  belonging 
to  the  opposite  political  party.  He  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  mayor,  on  January  2,  1862.  His  administration  was  notable 
for  the  firm  stand  taken  by  him  in  opposing  the  customary  heavy  ex- 
penditures of  public  money  for  purposes  the  immediate  prosecution  of 
which  seemed  unnecessary,  from  his  point  of  view.  He  used  the  veto 
power  with  greater  fredom  than  had  any  of  his  predecessors  in  that 
office  and,  while  he  made  for  himself  many  enemies,  his  administration 
received  the  approbation  of  most  of  the  conservative  citizens  of  that 
city. 

Grover  Cleveland's  star  had  risen  and  his  remarkable  elevation  dur- 
ing a  comparatively  few  succeeding  years  from  one  post  of  honor  to 
another  led  to  his  being  considered  by  his  admirers  as  "a  man  of  des- 
tiny." On  the  the  second  day  of  the  Democratic  State  Convention  in 
Syracuse,  September  22,  1882,  on  the  third  ballot,  Mr.  Cleveland  re- 
ceived 211  votes  for  nomination  for  the  office  of  governor  out  of  382. 
Disaffection  in  the  Republican  ranks,  a  united  Democracy  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  independent  press  of  the  State  conspired  to  produce  a  most 
astonishing  result  in  the  ensusng  election.  Cleveland's  plurality  ov6t 
Charles  J.  Folger,  was  192,854  in  a  total  vote  of  918,894.  In  the  office 
of  governor  Mr.  Cleveland  exhibited  broader  statesmanship  along  the 
same  lines  that  had  characterized  his  administration  as  mayor  of  Buf- 
falo. Retrenchment,  economy  and  integrity  were  the  commanding 
principles  governing  his  course,  while  his  persistence  in  adhering  to  his 
own  views  and  beliefs,  frequently  in  opposition  to  men  of  large  influ- 
ence in  his  own  party,  called  forth  from  the  public  press  frequent  and 
extended  comment  and  soon  made  him  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of 
public  men.  Reform  was  the  watchword  of  his  administration.  His 
modest  manner  of  living  in  Albany  and  the  freedom  and  consideration 
with  which  he  met  all  callers  upon  him  greatly  strengthened  him 
among  the  masses  of  the  people.  The  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion met  in  Chicago  July  8,  1884.  In  a  vote  taken  on  the  10th  on  can- 
didates for  the  presidency,  Mr.  Cleveland  received  392  out  out  of  820, 
and  on  the  following  morning  he  developed  such  a  degree  of  strength 
for  the  high  honor  that  when  a  vote  was  taken  he  was  given  683  and 
his  nomination  was  made  unanimous.  In  his  subsequent  letter  of 
acceptance,  Mr.  Cleveland  clearly  foreshadowed  his  future  policy,  the 
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details  of  which  are  a  part  of  recent  general  history  and  need  not  be 
followed  here.  It  can  be  stated  that  he  left  the  presidency  of  the 
United  States  no  less  strong  in  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the 
people  of  the  country  than  on  the  day  of  his  election.  Affairs  of  grave 
importance  came  before  him  during  his  administration,  all  of  which 
were  treated  by  him  upon  a  high  and  dignified  plane  of  statesmanship, 
from  his  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Cleveland  was  succeeded  as  president  by  Benjamin  Harrison, 
who  was  nominated  for  a  second  term  in  1892,  and  Cleveland  was  again 
selected  as  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Democracy  as  his  opponent.  His 
popularity  among  the  people  was  further  demonstrated  in  the  ensuing 
campaign,  in  which  he  was  elected  for  the  term  from  which  he  has 
only  recently  retired. 


CHARLES  DANIELS. 

Charles  Daniels,  whose  death  took  place  while  this  work  was  in 
press,  occupied  for  many  years  a  conspicuous  position  at  the  bar  and 
on  the  bench.  He  was  a  son  of  Welsh  parents  and  was  born  in  New 
York  city  March  24,  1825.  His  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  of  him  the 
son  learned  that  trade.  The  family  subsequently  removed  to  Toledo 
and  there  both  parents  died.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  with 
limited  education,  the  young  man  was  forced  to  depend  upon  his  own 
efforts'  for  a  livelihood  and  advancement  in  life.  While  laboring  as  a 
journeyman  shoemaker  he  stopped  in  Canandaigua  and  in  the  court 
house  in  that  village  he  one  day  listened  to  a  speech  by  the  eloquent 
Mark  H.  Sibley,  which  made  so  forcible  an  impression  upon  him  that 
he  at  once  formed  the  determination  to  become  a  lawyer.  Great  as 
was  the  task  he  thus  set  before  himself,  he  attacked  it  with  all  the  zeal 
of  his  ambitious  nature.  By  reducing  his  expenses  to  the  least  possible 
amount  he  saved  nioney  with  which  to  buy  books  and  began  study, 
which  he  pursued  late  at  night  and  kept  an  open  book  on  his  bench  be- 
side him  through  the  day.  By  the  same  persistent  and  unceasing  study 
he  acquired  such  a  knowledge  of  the  classics  while  in  Canandaigua 
that  he  was  permitted  to  finish  his  course  of  law  study  in  five  years  in- 
stead of  seven,  as  was  then  required.  As  he  advanced  in  professional 
learning  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Clinton  &  Nichols  and  also  studied 
with  Eli  Cook,  one  of  the  former  mayors  of  Buffalo.    He  was  admitted 
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to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  and  was  taken  into  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Cook,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1850.  After  that  he 
continued  in  practice  alone. 

From  the  beginning  his  legal  career  was  brilliant  and  honorable.  In 
1863  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Seymour  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the 
Supreme  Court  bench  caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  James  G.  Hoyt. 
In  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  fill  he  unexpired 
term,  which  ended  in  1869.  He  was  then  re-elected  for  a  full  term  of 
eight  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  was  again  elected  for  the 
term  of  fourteen  years.  This  long  period  of  judicial  service  expired 
in  1891.  The  amount  of  arduous  labor  performed  by  Judge  Daniels  as 
Supreme  Court  justice  was  enormous,  sometimes  involving  the  de- 
cision of  500  cases  in  a  year;  and  his  judicial  ability  was  so  great  and 
his  knowledge  of  law  so  profound  that  his  decisions  were  rarely  re- 
versed. He  was  appointed  associate  justice  of  the  General  Term,  first 
department,  in  1873,  by  Governor  Dix,  and  was  appointed  to  the  same 
position  in  1880  by  Governor  Cornell.  By  this  time,  through  his  sitting 
on  the  trial  of  the  canal  frauds,  under  appointment  by  Governor  Til- 
den,  and  his  decisions  in  the  famous  case  against  Tweed,  Genet  and 
others  of  the  notorious  New  York  city  ring.  Judge  Daniels  had  ac- 
quired a  national  reputation. 

In  1892  he  was  elected  to  Congress  to  represent  the  Thirty  third  Dis- 
trict, and  was  re-elected  in  1894.  In  that  body  he  added  to  his  high 
reputation.  He  was  the  leading  spirit  in  founding  the  Buffalo  Law 
School  in  1887,  which  became  the  law  departmeut  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo.  He  was  elected  dean  of  the  school  and  professor  of  constitu- 
tional law,  both  of  which  positions  he  held  until  his  death.  Judge 
Daniels  died  suddenly  in  his  office  on  December  20,  1897. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TIFFT. 

The  man  of  whom  the  following-  is  a  brief  biography  was  for  more 
than  forty  years  closely  and  prominently  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  on  the  31st  of  January,  1805.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  removed  to  Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y., 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  John  Tifft,  father  of  George 
W.,  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  strong  character,  and  high  moral 
convictions.  His  excellent  business  qualifications  enabled  him  to  ac- 
quire considerable  means,  though  confined  to  the  operation  of  a  farm. 
He  died  in  1813,  at  the  age  of  fifty  six  years. 

When  this  event  took  place  the  son  was  eight  years  old,  and  he  re- 
mained on  the  farm  with  his  mother  until  he  was  sixteen,  receiving 
about  two  months'  schooling  each  year.  About  this  time  the  farm  was 
sold  to  his  older  brothers,  for  whom  he  worked  until  he  was  of  age  at 
a  compensation  of  $4  per  annum  for  his  current  expenses,  with  three 
months'  schooling  each  year,  and  upon  his  coming  of  age  he  was  to 
have  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  horse.  This  was  not  an  alluring  prospect 
and  although  the  young  man  accepted  the  position,  it  did  not  long  curb 
his  ambition  to  better  himself.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  the  con- 
tract was  canceled,  and  the  young  man  began  work  for  another  brother 
on  a  farm,  at  $10  a  month.  Even  this  improved  condition  did  not  long 
prove  attractive  to  the  ambitious  youngster,  who  chafed  under  the  re- 
straint of  laboring  under  another  person.  He  longed  to  be  his  own 
master  and  to  do  business  for  himself.  Ere  long  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  and  in  connection  with  another  brother  a  contract  was 
taken  to  clear  some  land  of  its  timber,  the  profits  of  which  in  the  sale 
of  wood  were  divided  with  good  results.  This  was  the  first  money  Mr. 
Tifft  ever  accumulated.  He  then  went  to  New  Lebanon  in  Columbia 
county,  and  attended  school  four  months,  which  closed  his  school 
studies. 

Mr.  Tifft  was  now  eighteen  years  old  and  his  own  master.  The  first 
enterprise  in  which  he  engaged  after  leaving  school  was  the  purchase 
of  five  acres  of  timber  land  near  his  old  home  in  Rensselaer  county, 
which  he  cleared  and  sold  the  wood  at  good  prices,  making  a  good 
profit.    In  this  task  he  soon  found  that  he  could  make  larger  gains  by 
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hiring  help  and  directing  their  efforts,  than  by  chopping  himself — a 
lesson  which  he  turned  to  good  account  in  later  years.  He  continued 
in  this  kind  of  business  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  had 
accumulated  $1,200;  at  the  same  time  he  received  $1,000  from  his 
father's  estate. 

In  1826  Mr.  Tifft  made  a  journey  westward  across  the  vState,  in  the 
belief  that  there  were  better  opportunities  for  advancement  than  were 
offered  in  his  old  home.  He  purchased  an  unimproved  farm  in  the 
town  of  Murray,  Orleans  county,  and  then  returned  to  Rensselaer 
county,  where  he  again  went  into  the  wood-cutting  business  and  traded 
considerably  in  real  estate  with  success.  On  the  14th  of  March,  1827, 
Mr,  Tifft  married  Miss  Lucy  Enos.  When  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  five  years  he  removed  to  and  occupied  his  Orleans  county  farm, 
which  he  conducted  two  years.  He  then  began  buying  and  selling 
grain  and  carrying  on  the  milling  business,  depending  upon  hired  help 
for  his  farm  work.  His  business  ventures  were  generally  successful, 
for  they  were  made  with  the  rare  good  judgment  that  characterized  his 
after  life. 

In  the  course  of  time  he  outgrew  his  surroundings  and  in  the  belief 
that  he  had  not  settled  far  enough  west,  he  went  in  1841  to  Michi- 
gan City,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  Indiana.  There  he  engaged 
in  grain  buying  and  shipping  eastward.  There  were  no  railroads  at 
that  time,  all  grain  going  down  the  lakes.  He  carried  on  a  large  busi- 
ness for  those  times,  and  it  was  very  remunerative.  While  thus  en- 
gaged he  formed  business  acquaintances  in  Buffalo  which  subsequently 
led  to  his  settlement  in  that  city.  Selling  out  at  Michigan  City  he 
made  a  tour  of  the  northwest,  during  which  he  was  attracted  by  the 
fact  that  settlers  had  begun  to  enter  lands  along  the  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan,  and  to  gratify  his  inherent  love  of  real  estate  he  purchased 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kenosha  1,100  acres  of  land  for  which  he  paid  the 
government  $1.25  per  acre.  He  made  a  contract  with  a  man  to  sow 
the  tract  with  winter  wheat,  for  which  he  received  the  laughter  and 
sneers  of  those  who  thought  that  that  grain  could  not  be  grown  in  that 
locality.  Mr.  Tifft  harvested  an  average  of  twenty  bushels  to  the  acre 
and  sold  his  land  in  the  following  season  at  a  profit  of  $6,000. 

In  1842  Mr.  Tifft  located  in  Buffalo,  where  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  the  late  Dean  Richmond  in  the  milling  business.  This  made  a 
strong  and  successful  business  firm.  In  1843  Mr.  Tifft  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  Gordon  Grant,  of  Troy,  owner  of  the  transportation 
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line  known  as  the  Troy  and  Michigan  line;  that  is,  they  did  not  run  on 
Sundays.  A  branch  was  opened  in  Buffalo  under  the  firm  style  of 
George  W.  Tifft  &  Co.  The  usual  success  followed  and  this  enterprise 
still  further  added  to  his  accumulating  fortune.  In  1844  Mr.  Grant 
sold  fiis  line  of  boats  and  Mr.  Tifft  formed  a  partnership,  which  con- 
tinued one  year,  with  Henry  H.  Sizer,  in  produce  and  commission 
business.  A  year  later  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  again  joined  Dean 
Richmond  in  the  purchase  of  the  Erie  Mills,  which  they  operated  in 
connection  with  three  other  mills  at  Black  Rock. 

During  the  ensuing  nine  years  Mr.  Tifft  gave  his  attention  almost 
exclusively  to  milling  operations,  doing  a  very  large  and  successful 
business  and  securing  a  foremost  position  among  the  leading  moneyed 
men  of  the  city.  In  1854,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  International 
Bank  in  Buffalo,  largely  through  his  efforts,  Mr.  Tifft  was  chosen  its 
first  president ;  this  position  he  filled  until  1857.  In  the  memorable 
financial  crash  of  that  year,  when  failure  among  business  men  with  va- 
ried interests  was  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  Mr.  Tifft,  who  was 
a  heavy  endorser  of  the  Buffalo  Steam  Engine  Company,  had  to  pay 
nearly  $100,000  and  was  forced  to  suspend.  The  creditors  of  the  com- 
pany gave  him  an  extension  of  four  years  and  he  took  charge  of  its  af- 
fairs. Under  his  management,  energy  and  financiering  skill,  the  whole 
indebtedness  was  paid  off  in  two  years. 

As  another  consequence  of  the  financial  panic,  large  interests  in  coal 
lands  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  came  into  his  possession.  In  order  to 
utilize  this  property  he  built  two  blast  furnaces,  in  addition  to  one  al- 
ready in  existence,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  smelting  Lake  Superior 
ore  with  mineral  coal.  His  experiments  were  successful  and  to  him 
belongs  the  credit  of  having  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  using 
mineral  coal  in  blasting  this  ore.  He  purchased  a  fleet  of  vessels  and 
transported  the  ore  from  Lake  Superior  to  Erie,  and  thence  it  was  car- 
ried to  the  furnaces.  In  1858  Mr.  Tifft  was  chosen  president  of  the 
Buffalo,  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad.  At  about  the  same  time  he  be- 
gan giving  his  attention  to  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  Buffalo 
real  estate  and  soon  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  builders  in  the 
city.  In  1863  he  erected  seventy-four  dwellings,  besides  the  Tifft  House 
and  an  elevator.  He  afterwards  built  a  great  brick,  fireproof  elevator 
at  a  cost  of  $700,000.  He  bought  some  600  acres  of  land  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  city  which  became  well  known  as  the  Tifft  farm.  This 
tract  subsequently  passed  to  his  children,  and  a  large  part  of  it  was 
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transferred  under  lease  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  for  a 
high  rental. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Tifft  gave  the  greater 
part  of  his  attention  to  the  management  of  the  Buffalo  Engine  Works, 
a  private  stock  company,  the  shares  of  which  were  in  possession  of 
members  of  his  family.  This  industry  reached  a  high  level  of  success 
under  his  direction.  Mr.  Tifft  also  built  a  large  block  of  stores  on  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Mohawk  streets,  where  he  established  a 
large  and  prosperous  furniture  business. 

Mr.  Tifft  always  evinced  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  particular- 
ly as  they  related  to  the  welfare  of  Buffalo  and  Erie  county.  He  never 
held  public  office  because  his  tastes  led  him  in  other  directions.  He 
was  an  active  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  an  admirer  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  gave  liberally  in  support  of  the  Union  cause  during 
the  last  war.  His  home  charities  were  unostentatious  but  generous 
towards  every  good  cause.  The  building  and  site  of  the  old  Ingleside 
Home  on  Seneca  street  was  donated  by  him.  In  business  circles  no 
man  stood  higher;  his  credit  was  never  for  a  day  impaired,  no  matter 
what  the  impending  prospects.  He  was  bold  in  business  operations, 
yet  submissive  to  the  dictates  of  cool  judgment.  His  mind  and  tem- 
perament were  such  as  enabled  him  to  grasp  a  number  of  large  enter- 
prises at  one  time  and  carry  them  through,  while  his  industry  and 
determination  were  unconquerable. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tifft  were  parents  of  seven  children.  Mrs.  Tifft  died 
in  1871,  and  Mr.  Tifft  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1882.  Two  children 
survive;  Mrs.  Sarah  A.,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  C.  C.  F.  Gay,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  A.,  widow  of  the  late  George  D.  Plimpton,  both  of  Buffalo. 
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ELBRIDGE  G.  SPAULDING. 

'Elbridge  Gerry  Spaulding,  was  born  at  Summer  Hill,  Cayuga 
county,  N.  Y.,  February  24,  1809,  His  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  those 
hardy  and  conscientious  Puritans,  who  came  across  the  Atlantic  in  1630 
for  conscience  sake ;  one  of  these  was  Edward  Spaulding-,  seven  genera- 
tions removed  from  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  parents  of  El- 
bridge G.  Spaulding  were  of  moderate  means  ;  the  father,  Edward 
Spaulding,  was  a  pioneer  of  Central  New  York,  where  he  settled  with 
his  New  England  wife,  Mehitable  (Goodrich)  Spaulding.  If  the  family 
were  denied  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  they  had  most  of  its  comforts 
and  were  able  to  give  their  children  good  practical  education.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  Elbridge  G.  Spaulding  determined  to  enter  the 
legal  profession,  for  which  purpose  he  began  study  in  Batavia  in  the 
office  of  Timothy  Fitch.  After  three  years  there  he  entered  the  office 
of  Hon.  Harvey  Putnam,  of  Attica,  and  was  soon  afterward  admitted 
to  practice.  In  1.S34  he  settled  permanently  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
served  as  clerk  in  the  law  office  of  Potter  &  Babcock,  then  the  leading 
attorneys  of  the  city.  In  1836  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  the  Court  of  Chancery.  He  was  soon  admitted  as 
partner  with  George  R.  Babcock,  one  of  his  principals,  and  subse- 
quently held  the  same  relationship  with  Heman  B.  Potter,  the  other 
member  of  the  firm,  and  continued  with  him  until  1844,  when  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved  and  the  business  assumed  by  Mr.  Spaulding. 
His  practice  had  by  that  time  become  large  and  remunerative. 

In  1837  Mr.  Spaulding  married  a  daughter  of  Gaius  B.  Rich,  of 
Attica.  Mr.  Rich  was  proprietor  of  the  Bank  of  Attica,  and  employed 
Mr.  Spaulding  as  his  attorney.  In  1846  Mr.  Spaulding  prevailed  upon 
the  late  John  Ganson  to  leave  Canandaigua  and  settle  in  Buffalo  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Spaulding  &  Ganson,  attorneys  ;  this  business 
connection  continued  four  years  and  until  Mr.  Spaulding  left  the  pro- 
fession. It  was  through  Mr.  Spaulding's  counsel  that  his  father-in-law, 
Mr.  Rich,  removed  the  Bank  of  Attica  to  Buffalo,  the  name  of  which 
was,  in  after  years,  to  be  changed  to  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo. 
Again,  about  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  law  practice,  Mr.  Spauld- 
ing was  prominently  instrumental  in  securing  the  removal  of  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  from  Batavia  to  Buffalo  ;  this  institution 
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was  organized  under  the  State  law  and  continued  thus  after  its  removal. 
Mr.  Spaulding  became  a  stockholder  in  the  bank  and  was  soon  after- 
ward elected  its  president.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  Federal  banking 
law  this  bank  was  reorganized  with  the  name  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
National  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Spaulding  remained  president  until  his 
death.  In  his  banking  experience  and  from  his  habit  of  wholly  mas- 
tering every  subject  with  which  he  came  in  actual  contact,  Mr.  Spauld- 
ing became  an  acknowledged  authority  on  all  financial  questions  and 
gained  a  reputation  which  was  subsequently  to  place  him  in  a  position 
of  the  largest  possible  financial  responsibility. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Spaulding  was  called  to  fill  various  public  positions. 
Two  years  after  he  settled  in  Buffalo  he  was  appointed  city  clerk,  and  in 
1841  was  elected  alderman,  in  which  body  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee.  In  1847  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Buffalo  by  the 
Whig  party,  of  which  he  was  an  adherent  until  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party.  During  his  administration  as  mayor  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Buffalo  gaslight  company  was  effected,  the  general  sewerage 
system  of  the  city  was  adopted,  and  plans  were  consummated  for  the 
construction  of  the  Erie  and  the  Ohio  basins  for  the  extension  of  com- 
mercial facilities.  In  1848  Mr.  Spaulding  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
and  served  as  chairman  of  the  canal  committee.  In  1849  he  was  elected 
to  the  Thirty-first  Congress,  where  he  served  on  the  committee  on  for- 
eign relations.  In  Congress  he  acted  with  the  factions  of  the  Whig  and  the 
Democratic  parties  that  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  ;  he  also  sup- 
ported the  policy  of  President  Taylor,  favoring  the  admission  of  Califor- 
nia into  the  union  of  States  as  a  free  State,  and  opposed  the  compromise 
measures  for  the  adjustment  of  pending  difficulties  in  1850,  for  which 
he  received  the  expressed  approval  of  President  Millard  Fillmore  after 
Mr.  Taylor's  death. 

Mr.  Spaulding  was  elected  State  treasurer  of  New  York  in  1853  and 
became  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  canal  board,  serving  in  1854-5. 
During  his  term  he  secured  the  adoption  of  plans  for  canal  enlargement, 
involving  an  expenditure  of  $9,000,000  by  the  State.  In  the  exciting 
political  times  of  1854-56  he  was  a  conspicuous  figure,  opposing  the 
Missouri  compromise  and  lending  his  strong  personality  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Republican  State  Central  Committee,  in  which  position  his  counsel  was 
always  for  the  best.  In  1860  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congressional 
committee  conducting  the  political  campaign  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  elected  president. 
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In  1858  Mr.  Spaulding  was  again  elected  to  Congress  and  re-elected 
in  1860,  serving  four  years  on  the  important  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee. In  the  Congressional  legislation  growing  out  of  the  Rebellion 
he  was  foremost.  His  superlative  knowledge  of  banking  laws  and 
financial  affairs  led  to  his  being  made  chairman  of  the  sub-committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  in  which  position  he  was  entrusted  with  the  duty 
of  preparing  the  necessary  bills  to  meet  the  imperative  financial  needs 
of  the  government.  The  result  was  seen  in  his  drafting  of  the  green- 
back, or  legal  tender  act,  and  the  national  currency  bank  bill.  These 
were  urged  as  war  measures  and  they  proved  to  form  the  basis  of  the 
best  financial  system  ever  adopted  by  any  government.  His  promi- 
nence in  this  legislation  gave  him  the  title  of  the  "father  of  the  green- 
back. "  Most  of  the  subsequent  legislation  during  the  war  for  obtaining 
loans,  originating  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  was  prepared 
by  Mr.  Spaulding.  In  1869  he  prepared  and  published  a  volume  en- 
titled, "History  of  the  Legal  Tender  Paper  Money  issued  during  the 
Great  Rebellion,"  which  is  a  standard  authority  upon  the  subject.  In 
every  way  Mr.  Spaulding  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  war  and  was 
honored  with  frequent  councils  with  the  president,  with  whom  his 
relations  were  friendly  and  intimate. 

In  the  promotion  of  the  material,  literary,  scientific  and  charitable 
interests  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Spaulding  was  always  among  the  foremost 
citizens.  Possessed  of  ample  means  and  with  a  generous  heart  and 
cultivated  taste,  he  added  much  to  the  advancement  of  the  various 
institutions  for  which  the  city  is  noted.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Club  and  many  other  literary,  social,  and  charitable  organiza- 
tions. He  was  influential  in  placing  the  Buffalo  street  railway  system 
upon  its  modern  plane  of  efficiency;  was  president  of  the  International 
Bridge  Company  and  a  stockholder  in  several  of  the  city  banks.  In  all 
of  the  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust  to  which  he  was  called  he 
exhibited  rare  traits  of  character  and  practical  qualifications  of  a  high 
order. 

Mr.  Spaulding  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church.  He 
was  thrice  married;  first  to  the  daughter  of  Gains  B.  Rich,  his  wife 
living  but  a  short  time  after  marriage.  His  second  wife  was  Miss 
Strong,  who  bore  him  three  children,  Edward  R.,  Samuel  S.,  and  a 
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daughter  who  married  Frank  Sidway  of  Buffalo.    His  third  wife  was 
the  widow  of  the  late  Clark  Robinson,  a  sistei  of  his  second  wife. 
Mr.  Spaulding's  death  took  place  on  May  7,  1897. 


Rt.  Rev.  WILLIAM  HEATHCOTE  DELA^CEY, 
D.  D.,  LL.D.,  D.  C.  L. 

Rt.  Rev.  William  Heathcote  DeLancey,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  D.  C.  L., 
bishop  of  Western  New  York,  was  a  son  of  John  Peter  De  Lancey,  and 
was  born  at  Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.,  October  8,  1797,  and  died  in  Geneva, 
N.  Y.,  April  5,  1865.  His  education  began  in  the  village  schools  of 
his  native  place  and  continued  in  the  academy  at  New  Rochelle,  a  pri- 
vate school  at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  and  another  under  charge  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Lewis  Ernest  Eizenbrodt,  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  by  whom  he  was  fitted 
for  Yale.  He  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1817.  He  studied 
divinity  under  Rt.  Rev.  John  Henry  Hobart,  then  Bishop  of  New 
York,  and  was  ordained  deacon  December  28,  1819,  and  priest  March 
6,  1822.  As  deacon  he  was  chosen  by  the  vestry  of  Grace  church,  New 
York,  in  the  spring  of  1820  to  take  charge  temporarily  of  that  parish, 
which  service  he  continued  until  January,  1821.  He  was  then  chosen 
by  the  vestry  of  Trinity  church,  New  York,  to  fill  a  vacancy  for  three 
months;  but  before  the  close  of  1821  he  was  called  to  St.  Thomas 
church,  Mamaroneck,  N.  Y.,  a  parish  he  had  founded  while  in  Yale, 
with  the  aid  of  his  father  and  Peter  Jay  Munro,  where  he  served  ten 
months  without  pay.  In  March,  1822,  when  he  was  ordained  priest,  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  on  invitation  of  the  venerable  Bishop  White  and 
became  his  personal  assistant  in  three  churches.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  long  and  intimate  friendship  between  these  two  men.  Bishop 
White  looking  upon  the  younger  minister  as  his  adopted  son  and  so 
calling  him.  On  March  23  of  the  year  last  named  he  was  elected 
assistant  minister  of  the  parish  by  the  vestry  of  the  three  churches.  In 
May,  1823,  he  was  chosen  secretary  of  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  annually  re-elected  until  1830;  in  the  same 
year  (1823)  he  was  chosen  secretary  to  the  house  of  bishops  and  was  re-  ' 
elected  in  1826.  In  1827  he  was  called  to  St.  Thomas  church,  in  New 
York  city,  and  declined.  In  the  same  year,  while  still  under  thirty 
years  of  age,  he  was  elected  provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
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an  office  that  he  reluctantly  accepted.  In  1827  he  received  the  degree 
of  D.  D.  from  Yale.  He  remained  in  his  office  in  the  university  -  five 
years,  during  which  time  he  brought  the  institution  up  from  a  condi- 
tion of  decline,  to  prosperity.  In  1833  he  was  elected  assistant  minis- 
ter of  St.  Peter^s  church,  Philadelphia;  this  was  one  of  the  three 
churches  before  mentioned,  which  had  now  become  separated,  and 
with  the  reversion  of  the  rectorship  on  the  death  of  Bishop  White,  he 
took  that  office  in  1836,  continuing  until  1839,  when  the  Diocese  of 
New  York  was  divided  and  he  was  elected  Bishop  of  Western  New 
York.  His  consecration  took  place  at  Auburn  on  May  7,  1839.  He 
moved  to  Geneva  and  there  resided  during  his  episcopate.  His  field  of 
labor  was  a  large  one;  there  were  no  railroads  and  travel  over  the  ex- 
tended field  with  the  manifold  duties  of  his  office  rendered  the  position 
one  of  constant  and  arduous  toil. 

In  1852  he  and  the  Bishop  of  Michigan  were  sent  by  the  house  of 
bishops  as  delegates  to  the  celebration  in  London  of  the  150th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  the  American  church  was  represented  in 
England.  The  University  of  Oxford,  England,  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  D.  C.  L.  Again  in  1859  he  went  to  Europe  and  was 
shown  high  honors  in  many  places. 

During  all  of  the  twenty-six  years  of  Bishop  DeLancey's  episcopate  the 
American  church  felt  and  responded  to  his  labors  and  bore  the  impress 
of  his  judgment,  his  foresight,  his  influence,  and  his  firm  yet  ever 
courteous  treatment  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  first 
proposed  the  adoption  of  the  provincial  system  in  the  American  church, 
and  the  change  in  the  organization  of  the  General  Theological  Semi- 
nary, though  it  did  not  take  place  until  twenty  years  after  his  death, 
was  inaugurated  by  him.  Western  New  York  owes  to  him  the  exist- 
ence of  Geneva  (now  Hobart)  College,  the  endowment  that  saved  it 
from  extinction  being  the  result  of  his  personal  labor  with  the  vestry 
of  Trinity  church.  The  founding  of  De  Veaux  College  at  Niagara  was 
also  almost  wholly  his  work.  He  was  an  eloquent  and  forcible  speaker, 
possessed  an  imposing  presence  and  manner,  and  was  unfailing  in 
courtesy  to  all.  He  was  married  November  22,  1820,  to  Frances, 
daughter  of  Peter  Jay  Munro. 
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Rt,  Rev.  JOHN  TIMON,  D.  D. 

Rt.  Rev.  John  Timon,  D.  D.,  the  first  bishop  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Conevago,  Adams  county,  Pa.,  Febru- 
ary 12,  1797.  He  was  a  son  of  James  and  Margaret  (Leddy)  Timon, 
natives  of  Ireland.  John  Timon  was  baptized  February  17,  1797.  He 
was  reared  under  Christian  influences.  In  1802  the  family  removed  to 
Baltimore,  Md.,  where  the  father  opened  a  dry  goods  store,  in  which 
the  boy  served  as  clerk.  The  business  was  continued  until  1817,  and 
in  October,  1818,  the  family  removed  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  the 
father  resumed  business.  In  the  spring  of  1819,  he  removed  to  St. 
Louis  where  he  continued  in  the  same  trade  until  the  panic  of  1823 
swept  away  his  accumulations. 

In  St.  Louis,  John  Timon  made  the  acquaintance  of  Louisa  De 
Gallon,  daughter  of  a  wealthy  French  Creole  gentleman  who  had  fled 
from  St.  Domingo,  Hayti.  The  young  couple  became  affianced,  but 
the  death  of  the  lady  prevented  the  consummation  of  their  nuptials. 
This  sad  event  made  a  deep  impression  upon  John  Timon  and  strongly 
influenced  him  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  church.  In  April,  1823,  he 
renounced  the  world  and  joined  the  community  of  Lazarists,  studying 
two  years  in  the  seminary  of  St.  Mary's  of  Barrens,  Mo.  In  1824  he 
was  ordained  sub-deacon  and  at  once  began  preaching  with  great  zeal 
and  success.  In  1825  he  was  consecrated  to  the  priesthood  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Joseph  Rosatti,  bishop  of  St.  Louis,  and  began  officiating  as  pro- 
fessor at  the  seminary  of  the  Barrens  and  as  a  missionary  in  surround- 
ing counties.  About  this  time  or  a  little  later  he  joined  the  then  infant 
order  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

In  1835  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Visitor  by  the  general 
assembly  of  the  congregation  of  missions  in  Paris,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  with  great  faithfulness  until  1840,  when  he  was  appointed  Pre- 
fect Apostolic  of  Texas.  During  about  seven  years  he  labored  zeal- 
ously in  that  field  and  with  such  success  that  he  was  called  to  higher 
honor  in  the  church.  On  the  5th  of  September,  1847,  he  received  his 
bulls  as  bishop  of  the  new  diocese  of  Buffalo,  which  was  established  by 
Pope  Pius  IX  on  the  22d  of  April,  1847,  and  comprised  all  of  the  State 
of  New  York  west  of  Cayuga,  Tompkins  and  Tioga  counties.  He  was 
consecrated  as  bishop  on  the  17th  of  October,  1847,  by  Bishop  Hughes, 
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in  the  cathedral  of  New  York,  and  arrived  in  Buffalo  to  assume  his 
office  on  the  22d  of  October. 

In  his  new  field  of  labor  Bishop  Timon  was  most  efficient.  He  con- 
secrated St.  Louis  church  in  December  after  his  arrival,  founded 
numerous  other  churches,  missions  and  benevolent  and  educational 
institutions,  and  everywhere  throughout  his  large  field  built  up  his 
church  and  her  interests.  He  introduced  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  the 
Nuns  of  the  Society  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  the  Brothers  of  the  Holy 
Infancy  of  Jesus,  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  the  Franciscan  Fathers,  the 
Christian  Brothers,  and  others,  the  influence  of  which  orders  in  this 
countr}^  have  been  beyond  estimate.  He  traveled  extensively,  visiting 
Rome  and  other  parts  of  Europe  several  times.  His  lectures  in  his 
field  of  labor  were  numerous  and  influential,  and  in  all  respects  he 
upheld  the  integrity  and  good  repute  of  the  ministry  of  his  church. 
His  death  took  place  April  16,  1867.' 


Rt.  Rev.  STEPHEN  VINCENT  RYAN. 

Rt.  Rev.  Stephen  Vincent  Ryan  was  born  in  Almonte,  Canada,  on 
January  1,  1825,  and  died  April  10,  1896.  He  was  of  Irish  descent;  his 
parents,  who  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  emigrated  to  this  country 
and  settled  at  Pottersville,  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  he  was  confirmed  by  a  Mexican  bishop,  who  was  then  visit- 
ing in  Philadelphia.  Even  at  that  youthful  age  and  in  the  succeeding 
years  the  boy  manifested  the  traits  which  were  developed  in  later  times 
and  placed  him  in  the  high  station  he  long  occupied  and  honored.  At 
fourteen  he  entered  the  seminary  in  Philadelphia,  pledging  his  life  and 
service  to  the  sanctuary.  He  rose  rapidly  and  was  especially  distin- 
guished in  early  life  for  eloquence.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  decided 
to  become  a  member  of  the  VincSntian  community,  for  which  purpose 
he  departed  for  the  Mother  House  at  the  Barrens,  Perryville,  Mo.  The 
distinguished  Lazarist  priest,  Father  Burke,  accompanied  him.  While 
in  that  retreat  his  life  was  marked  by  an  exhibition  of  commendable 
patience  and  perseverance.  On  May  6,  1846,  he  made  his  Lazarist  pro- 
fession and  received  tonsure  and  minor  orders.  During  the  ensuing 
two  years,  until  1848,  he  acted  as  professor  and  prefect,  when  he  was 

1  Condensed  from  "Life  and  Times  of  Rt.  Rev.  John  Timon,  D.  D.,"  by  Charles  G.  Deuther. 
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promoted  to  the  sacred  order  of  sub-deaconship  and  deaconship,  by  Rt. 
Rev.  John  Timon,  the  first  Bishop  of  Buffalo.  On  June  24,  1849,  he 
received  the  crowning  honor  of  priesthood  from  the  Most  Rev.  Peter 
Richard  Kenrick,  in  St.  Louis.  From  his  ordination  until  1851  he  re- 
mained at  the  Barrens  laboring  as  professor  and  in  missionary  work,  at 
the  same  time  perfecting  his  knowledge  of  the  languages.  In  1851  he 
was  summoned  to  the  Vincentian  college  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo., 
where  he  served  as  prefect  and  was  the  foremost  member  of  the  faculty, 
until  the  president  of  the  faculty  was  returned  to  Spain,  when  Father 
Ryan  was  selected  for  that  office.  In  1857  he  was  summoned  to  Paris 
by  M.  Etienne,  Superior  General  of  the  Vincentians,  and  there  reluct- 
antly accepted  the  responsibility  carried  by  a  commission  as  Visitor  or 
head  of  the  community  in  the  United  States.  He  was  then  only  thirty- 
two  years  old,  and  returned  home  to  accept  and  bear  the  heavy  burdens 
and  great  responsibilities  of  his  new  office.  It  need  only  be  said  that 
he  discharged  the  manifold  arduous  duties  of  the  position  with  marked 
efficiency.  While  thus  engaged  he  was  called  to  Rome  to  assume  still 
greater  responsibilities.  Bishop  Timon  had  just  laid  down  his  pastoral 
charge  and  Father  Ryan  was  beyond  question  the  man  to  fill  and 
honor  the  vacancy.  He  was  appointed  Bishop,  but  in  his  native  mod- 
esty shrank  from  the  position  and  beseeched  the  Propaganda  at  Rome 
to  release  him,  but  in  vain.  He  was  consecrated  on  November  1, 
1868,  but  had  scarcely  settled  in  his  office  when  he  was  called  to  Rome 
to  take  part  in  the  historic  council  of  the  church. 

Returning  to  Buffalo  Bishop  Ryan  entered  ardently  upon  his  duties 
over  Western  New  York.  He  built  the  residence  and  chapel  adjoining 
the  cathedral,  and  in  1871  founded  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Publishing 
Company  and  the  Catholic  Union  newspaper,  which  is  still  enjoying  a 
successful  existence.  In  1878  Bishop  Ryan  made  his  second  episcopal 
visit  to  Rome,  where  he  was  received  with  distinguished  consideration 
by  the  Propaganda.  After  extended  European  travel  he  returned  in 
1879.  In  1887  he  again  went  to  Rome,  and  before  his  return  was  able 
to  carry  out  a  cherished  ambition  by  making  a  pilgrimage  through  the 
Holy  Land.  Upon  his  return  home  in  April,  1888,  he  was  received 
with  public  demonstration  of  honor  and  congratulation. 

Bishop  Ryan  was  a  voluminous  and  capable  w^riter,  contributing 
largely  to  church  and  miscellaneous  religious  literature.  On  the  9th  of 
November,  1893,  was  celebrated  his  Episcopal  Silver  Jubilee,  at  the 
close  of  twenty-five  years  of  honorable  service  as  Bishop. 
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His  great  piety,  his  ever-ruling-  gentleness  of  demeanor,  his  bounti- 
ful charity  to  mankind,  his  never-failing  justice,  made  Bishop  Ryan  an 
ideal  prelate  and  will  keep  his  memory  green  through  the  coming  years. 


Rt.  Rev.  ARTHUR  CLEVELAND  COXE. 

Rt.  Rev.  Arthur  Cleveland  Coxe,  poet,  preacher,  author  and  prel- 
ate, was  born  in  Mendham,  N.  J.,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1818,  and  died 
at  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1896.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Harrison  Cox,^  a  man  of  high  character  and  good  ability.  The 
family  removed  to  New  York  in  1820,  and  in  that  city  the  early  edu- 
cation of  the  subject  began.  The  father  was  a  leading  Presbyterian 
minister,  but  under  strong  maternal  influences  the  son  became  an  ar- 
dent adherent  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  childhood  and  so 
remained  through  life.  Entering  the  University  of  New  York  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1838  and  passed  on  to  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  the  Episcopal  church,  completing  his  studies  for  holy  orders 
in  1841. 

He  early  showed  unusual  accomplishments  as  a  writer  and  became  an 
author  and  contributor  while  still  in  college,  acquiring  enduring  fame 
in  this  direction  in  later  years.  On  the  27th  of  June,  1841,  he  was  or- 
dained deacon  by  Bishop  Onderdonk,  in  New  York  city,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1842,  was  ordained  priest  at  Hartford,  Conn.  He  at  once 
took  charge  of  St.  Ann's  church,  Morrisania.  In  the  spring  of  1843 
he  removed  to  Hartford  and  became  rector  of  St.  John's  church,  where 
he  remained  until  1854.  In  the  latter  part  of  that  year  he  was  chosen 
rector  of  Grace  church,  in  Baltimore,  and  continued  in  charge  of  that 
large  parish  until  1863,  when  he  was  made  rector  of  Calvary  church  in 
New  York  city;  here  he  remained  until  about  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  assistant  bishop  of  Western  New  York. 

Two  years  after  taking  charge  of  the  Baltimore  parish  he  was  ap- 
pointed Bishop  of  Texas,  but  declined  the  honor.  He  was  consecrated 
in  Trinity  church,  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  on  January  4,  1865,  and  on  the 
death  of  Bishop  De  Lancey  on  the  5th  of  April  of  that  year,  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  high  office  of  Bishop  of  Western  New  York.     From  that 


iThis  is  another  of  the  many  instances  where  the  spelling  of  a  family  name  has  been 
changed  by  one  or  more  of  its  members. 
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time  forward  until  his  death  Bishop  Coxe  was  numbered  among  the 
most  gifted  and  eminent  churchmen  of  his  time.  In  1868  he  gave  as- 
sent to  the  formation  of  the  new  diocese  of  Central  New  York  and 
committed  it  to  other  hands.  His  prominent  activity  in  the  councils  of 
the  church  began  at  an  early  date.  In  1853  he  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  general  convention,  and  also  of  the  one  held  in  Richmond,  Va., 
in  1859.  He  was  always  conspicuous  for  his  zealous  ^and  practical  in- 
terest in  the  board  of  missions.  In  1872  the  missions  of  the  church  in 
Hayti  were  placed  under  his  charge  and  late  in  that  year  he  visited  the 
island,  consecrated  a  church  there,  ordained  six  priests  and  five  dea- 
cons, and  placed  the  work  upon  an  enduring  basis.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  the  work  of  reorganizing  Hobart  College  in  1884  and  also  of 
the  De  Lancey  Divinity  school.  De  Veaux  College  also  found  in  him 
a  devoted  friend  and  helper.  In  all  the  phases  of  his  church  connec- 
tion he  stood  pre-eminent  among  American  bishops. 

The  writings  of  Bishop  Coxe  are  known  and  loved  throughout  the 
land.  While  still  in  college  he  wrote  many  of  his  "  Christian  Ballads," 
which  won  the  hearts  of  all  serious  readers.  Upon  his  first  visit  to 
England  he  gained  the  sympathy  and  admiration  of  both  English  and 
American  churchmen  in  his  efforts  for  reforms  in  the  Roman  com- 
munion. His  "Impressions  of  England"  is  a  loving  tribute  to  the 
claims  upon  our  affection  for  the  old  home.  Previous  to  his  ordination 
he  published  several  volumes  of  poems,  through  all  of  which  work  is 
seen  the  spirit  of  reverence  for  the  good  and  exceptional  ability.  His 
publications  of  various  kinds  extend  over  the  period  from  1837  to  near 
the  time  of  his  death  and  are  too  numerous  to  be  catalogued  here.  His 
*' Christian  Ballads"  were  published  in  1845,  and  were  reprinted  in 
Oxford,  England,  in  1850.  Soon  after  the  latter  date  he  visited 
Germany  and  published  an  account  of  his  visit  to  Herscher,  the  prede- 
cessor of  Dr.  Von  Dollinger  in  the  Old  Catholic  movement.  His 
"Apology  for  the  English  Bible,"  published  in  1854,  led  ultimately  to 
to  the  suppression  of  the  new  and  crude  revisions  of  the  text.  Numer- 
ous important  pamphlets  and  tracts  bear  his  name  and  contribute  to  his 
honor. 

Bishop  Coxe  was  a  graceful  and  eloquent  speaker  and  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  appear  before  the  public.  He  was  devoted  to  the  church, 
held  strong  and  conservative  views,  which  he  fearlessly  upheld.  His 
contributions  to  controversial  religious  literature  were  many  and  influ- 
ential.   During  his  episcopate  the  growth  of  the  Episcopal  church  in 
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Western  New  York  was  more  than  equal  to  the  proportionate  increase 
of  population;  this  prosperity  may  be  in  a  large  degree  ascribed  to  his 
influence  and  labor. 


WILLIAM  D.  WALKER,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  S.  T.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 

William  David  Walker,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  S.  T.  D.,  D.  C.  L.,  was  born 
in  New  York  city  June  29,  1839.  After  attending  public  schools  he 
prepared  for  college  at  Trinity  school  in  his  native  city  and  graduated 
from  Columbia  college  in  1859,  receiving  the  McVicker  prize.  In  the 
same  year  he  entered  the  General  Theological  Seminary  and  graduated 
in  1862,  receiving  deacon's  orders  at  the  hands  of  Bishop  Horatio 
Potter  in  the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration  on  his  twenty-third  birthday. 

He  filled  the  office  of  Vicar  of  Calvary  chapel,  in  New  York,  from 
October,  1862,  to  1883,  serving  also  as  special  assistant  in  Calvary 
church,  in  which  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  on  June  29,  1863. 

In  1883  he  was  chosen  the  first  Bishop  of  the  Missionary  District  of 
North  Dakota  and  was  consecrated  in  Calvary  church  December  20, 
1883.  In  the  northwest  his  labors  were  characterized  by  great  zeal, 
devotion  and  success,  and  brought  him  into  wide  publicity.  In  1887 
President  Cleveland  appointed  him  one  of  the  ten  United  States  Indian 
Commissioners,  having  general  oversight  of  the  Indians  throughout 
the  country.  He  originated  the  "cathedral  car,"  which  has  since 
become  an  important  factor  in  missionary  and  church  work  in  many 
sections  of  the  world. 

Bishop  Walker  and  the  late  Bishop  Arthur  Cleveland  Coxe  were  long 
warm  and  intimate  friends,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  Bishop 
Walker  was  elected  the  third  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Western  New 
York.  The  election  took  place  by  special  council  at  Trinity  church  in 
Buffalo  on  October  7,  1896.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  in  that  office 
December  20,  1896. 

Bishop  Walker  has  published  several  works  of  great  interest  and 
usefulness  ;  notably  a  Report  to  the  President  and  Congress  on  the 
Sioux  and  Chippewa  tribes  of  Indians  in  North  Dakota  (1886) ;  a  ser- 
mon, "Relations  of  Wealth  to  Labor,"  delivered  in  Westminster  Abbey 
in  1888  ;  one  on  "God's  Providence  in  Life,"  preached  in  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  London,  upon  the  death  of  the  German  emperor  ;  an  essay 
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on  "Domestic  Missions,"  read  at  St.  James  Hall,  London,  before  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  in  1888;  an 
address  on  "Missions  in  the  United  States,"  made  at  the  same  place  in 
1894.  He  has  received  degrees  as  follows:  D.  D.,  from  Racine  Univer- 
sity, 1884;  D.  D.  from  Oxford  University,  England,  1894;  S.  T.  D., 
from  his  alma  mater,  1884;  LL.D.,  from  Griswold  College,  1888*  LL. 
D.,  from  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  1894;  D.  C.  L.,  from  the  University 
of  King's  College,  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia. 


Rev.  JAMES  E.  QUIGLEY,  D.  D. 

Rev.  James  E.  Quigley,  D.  D.,  rector  of  St.  Bridget's  church,  of 
Buffalo,  appointed  Bishop  to  succeed  the  late  Rt.  Rev.  Stephen  Yin- 
cent  Ryan,  was  born  at  Ottawa,  Ont.,  on  October  15,  1855.  In  the 
year  1858  the  family  removed  to  Lima,  Livingston  county,  N,  Y.,  and 
there  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  the  boy  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education.  He  early  evinced  a  natural  aptitude  for  the 
rapid  acquirement  of  knowledge  and  in  1868  entered  St.  Joseph's  Col- 
lege in  Buffalo,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1872.  Before 
the  latter  date  he  had  decided  upon  the  priesthood  as  his  life  work 
and  accordingly  entered  the  Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of  Angels  at  Sus- 
pension Bridge  and  began  a  course  of  theological  study.  As  a  boy  he 
had  served  at  the  altar  of  the  cathedral  and  became  personally  known 
to  Bishop  Ryan.  In  the  seminary  he  made  rapid  progress  and  showed 
the  possession  of  such  excellent  natural  qualifications  for  his  future 
work  that  he  was  sent  by  the  Bishop  to  the  great  University  at  Inn- 
spruch,  Austria.  He  continued  his  studies  there  in  the  theological  de- 
partment one  year  when,  in  November,  1875,  he  entered  the  theological 
college  of  the  Propaganda  in  Rome.  From  that  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  the  spring  of  1879,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Theology. 
On  the  13th  of  April,  1879,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  the 
church  of  St.  John  Lateran,  by  Cardinal  La  Valette,  then  Cardinal 
Vicar  of  Rome. 

Returning  to  Buffalo  Bishop  Quigley  was  assigned  to  the  parish  of 
Attica,  Wyoming  county.  His  work  in  that  parish  was  most  zealous 
and  successful.    He  raised  funds  and  built  a  new  church  and  a  parish 
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house,  and  awakened  the  people  to  great  activity.  Dr.  Quigley  left 
Attica  in  1884  and  became  rector  of  the  Cathedral  in  Buffalo  where  he 
continued  until  January  17,  1896,  when  at  his  own  request  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  irremovable  rectorship  of  St.  Bridget's  church,  Buffalo. 
On  the  24th  of  February,  1897,  he  was  appointed  Bishop  and  was  con- 
secrated and  installed  in  the  high  office  by  Archbishop  Corrigan  with 
unusually  impressive  ceremonies. 

Bishop  Quigley  is  now  numbered  among  the  foremost  dignitaries  of 
the  Catholic  church.  He  is  richly  endowed  with  theological  education 
which  he  is  eminently  fitted  to  transmit  to  others.  He  is  interested 
heart  and  soul  in  the  advancement  of  the  church  and  his  personal 
graces  and  lofty  conception  of  his  mission  enable  him  to  fill  the  high 
station  to  which  he  has  been  called  in  a  manner  that  meets  the  warm 
approbation  of  the  entire  diocese 


Hon.  TRUMAN  CLARK  WHITE. 

Hon.  Truman  Clark  White,  Supreme  Court  Justice,  is  the  son  of 
the  late  Daniel  Delevan  White  and  Alma  Wilber,  and  was  born  in 
Perrysburg,  N.  Y.,  April  30,  1840.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Elder 
John  White,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1632,  and  was  a  member  of  Thomas  Hooker's  congregation. 
His  maternal  ancestor,  George  Wilber,  located  near  Danby,  Vt.,  early 
in  the  eighteenth  century.  His  grandparents,  Truman  White  and 
Stephen  Wilber,  settled  in  Erie  county  in  1810. 

Judge  White  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  and 
"select"  schools  and  taught  school  two  winters  at  Langford,  Erie 
county.  During  a  part  of  the  years  1859  and  1860  he  also  attended 
Springville  Academy.  In  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  D,  10th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Cav.,  was  promoted  to  quartermaster- 
sergeant  of  his  company  August  5,  1862,  and  first  or  orderly  sergeant 
March  4,  1863;  in  January,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  and  on  February  9th  of 
the  same  year,  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  after  a  faithful  and  meritorious  service  of  nearly 
four  years,  in  July,  1865.  While  in  the  army  Judge  White  improved 
his  leisure  in  reading  Blackstone,  Kent,  and  other  elementary  works  on 
law,  and  after  spending  a  few  months  in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  regions 
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on  his  discharge  from  the  service,  began,  in  January,  1866,  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Stephen  Lockwood,  in  Buffalo. 
Soon  afterward  he  became  a  law  student  and  managing  clerk  in  the 
office  of  Edward  Stevens,  and  in  November,  1867,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  then  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo,  but  had  scarcely  settled  himself  before  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  Mr.  Stevens  which  continued  until  the  latter's  death  in  Au- 
gust, 1868.  Afterward  he  was  associated  with  George  Wadsworth, 
Nelson  K.  Hopkins,  and  Seward  A.  Simons. 

In  politics  Judge  White  has  always  been  .a  staunch  Republican.  In 
1885  he  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Buffalo,  and  although  he  received  the  support  of  men  of  both  parties  " 
he  failed  of  election  by  fifty-seven  votes  in  a  total  of  33,000.  He  was 
renominated  in  1891  and  elected  by  a  majority  of  over  400.  With  one 
exception  Judge  White  was  the  only  candidate  on  the  Republican  city 
ticket  elected  that  year,  a  Democratic  mayor  having  been  elected  by 
over  4,500  majority,  and  all  the  other  candidates  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  by  large  majorities.  He  served  as  judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Buffalo  until  January  1,  1896,  when,  under  the  new  State  constitu- 
tion, the  Superior  Court  was  abolished,  and  he,  with  the  other  judges 
of  Superior  city  courts,  took  his  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
As  a  lawyer  and  jurist  Judge  White  has  achieved  eminence  and  is  highly 
respected  for  his  ability,  honesty,  and  integrity,  and  his  knowledge  of 
the  law.  He  was  married  on  the  10th  of  February,  1869,  to  Miss  Emma 
Kate  Haskins,  daughter  of  the  late  Roswell  W.  Haskins,  of  Buffalo. 
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WILLIAM  WARREN  POTTER,  M.D. 

William  Warren  Potter,  M.  D.,  was  born  at  Strykersville,  Genesee 
(now  Wyoming)  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1838,  and  is 
the  son  of  Dr.  Lindorf  Potter  and  Mary  G.,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Abijah  Blanchard,  D.  D.,  a  prominent  Presbyterian  clergyman.  His 
grandfather,  Dr.  Benjamin  Potter,  married  Phebe,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Eastman,  of  Connecticut,  and  became  one  of  the  earliest  physicians  on 
the  Holland  Purchase,  coming  to  Western  New  York  in  1808.  Of  Dr. 
Benjamin  Potter's  four  sons,  two,  Lindorf  and  Milton  E.,  both  natives 
of  Sheldon,  Genesee  (now  Wyoming)  county,  became  distinguished 
physicians  in  the  county  of  their  birth.  Dr.  Milton  E.  Potter  practised 
successively  at  Bennington  Center,  Cowlesville,  and  Attica,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  in  1875.  He  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Milton  Grosvenor 
Potter,  late  professor  of  anatomy  in  the  Buffalo  University  Medical 
College,  who  died  at  Buffalo  January  28,  1878.  Dr.  Lindorf  Potter, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  married  January  12,  1837,  to 
Mary  G.  Blanchard,  and  first  settled  at  Strykersville,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
moved  in  1842  to  Warsaw.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Varysburg,  N.  Y., 
where  he  practised  medicine  until  his  death  on  March  27,  1857. 

Dr.  William  Warren  Potter,  as  shown  in  the  preceding  paragraph, 
springs  from  a  conspicuous  family  of  physicians  and  surgeons.  He 
passed  his  early  life  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  receiving  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  private  schools,  at  the  Arcade  Seminary,  and  at 
the  Genesee  Seminary  and  College  at  Lima,  N.  Y.  He  began  the 
study  of  medicine  and  surgery  under  his  father.  In  1854  he  came  to 
Buffalo  and  entered  the  Buffalo  University  Medical  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  February  23,  1859.  Soon 
afterward  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  uncle.  Dr.  Milton  E. 
Potter,  of  Cowlesville,  where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  promptly  offered  his  services  in  a  pro- 
fessional capacity  to  the  government.  Passing  the  examination  of  the 
Army  Medical  Examining  Board  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  April  25,  1861,  he 
became  interested  in  the  organization  of  the  49th  1^.  Y.  Vols,  (the  Second 
Buffalo  Regiment)  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  and  on  September  16, 
1861,  was  commissioned  its  assistant  surgeon,  by  Governor  Morgan,  at 
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the  instance  of  the  Union  Defense  Committee,  which  was  composed  of 
Mayor  F.  A.  Alberger,  Dr.  Edward  Storck,  James  Adams,  Isaac  Hollo- 
way,  Alderman  A.  A.  Howard,  and  others.  The  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Col.  D.  D.  Bidwell  and  bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  great 
conflict.  Dr.  Potter,  as  its  junior  medical  officer,  followed  its  fortunes 
from  the  time  it  was  mustered  into  service  and  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  participating  in  the  peninsular  and  Maryland  campaigns 
and  the  Fredericksburg  disaster.  By  order  of  General  Franklin,  com- 
manding the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  he  was  left  with  the  wounded  of  Smith's 
Division  near  Savage's  Station  on  the  night  of  June  29,  1862,  while  the 
army  was  retreating  to  Harrison's  Landing,  and  the  next  morning  he 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  had  an  interesting  interview  with 
the  redoubtable  "Stonewall"  Jackson.  A  few  days  later  he  was  taken 
to  Libby  Prison  at  Richmond,  then  under  the  command  of  the  notorious 
Lieutenant  Turner.  He  was  released  among  the  first  exchanges  under 
the  cartel,  and  delivered  to  the  hospital  steamship  Louisiana,  at  Aiken's 
Landing,  Va.,  July  18,  1862,  and  immediately  thereafter  rejoined  his  reg- 
iment at  Harrison's  Landing.  On  December  16,  1862,  he  was  promoted 
surgeon  of  the  57th  N.  Y.  Vols. ,  in  Hancock's  Division  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps.  He  served  with  this  regiment  during  the  Chancellorsville  and 
Gettysburg  campaigns,  and  in  August,  1863,  was  assigned  to  the  charge 
of  the  First  Division  Hospital,  Second  Army  Corps,  where  he  remained 
on  duty  until  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  brevetted  lieutenant- colonel  of  U.  S.  Volunteers  for  faithful  and 
meritorious  service,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  of  New 
York  Volunteers,  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  like 
reasons. 

Returning  from  the  arniy  Doctor  Potter  practised  his  profession  at 
Batavia,  Genesee  county,  for  a  time,  but  in  1866  returned  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  His  professional  taste,  cultivated  largely 
by  his  father,  who  was  also  his  preceptor,  led  him  early  into  the  field 
of  surgery,  and  he  has  performed  many  of  the  more  important  opera- 
tions in  both  military  and  civil  practice.  Of  late  years  he  has  given  his 
entire  attention  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women,  and  has  per- 
formed numerous  operations  in  the  departments  of  gynecic,  pelvic  and 
abdominal  surgery. 

Doctor  Potter  was  elected  a  permanent  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  in  1878,  and  was  chairman  of  its  section  of  obstet- 
rics and  diseases  of  women  in  1890.    He  is  a  permanent  member  of 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


45 


the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  was  its  president 
in  1891 ;  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Erie  and  presi- 
dent in  1893;  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion and  its  president  in  1886.  He  was  secretary  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists  from  1888  to  1898,  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Obstetrical  Society  in  1884-86,  president  of  section  of 
gynecology  and  abdominal  surgery  of  the  first  Pan-American  Medical 
Congress  in  1893,  and  president  of  the  National  Confederation  of  State 
Medical  Examining  and  Licensing  Boards  in  1895,  1896,  1897  and  1898. 
On  March  11,  1891,  the  Regents  appointed  to  represent  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  the  following  named  examiners: 
For  three  years,  Dr.  William  Warren  Potter,  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  William  S. 
Ely,  of  Rochester,  and  Dr.  Maurice  J.  Lewi,  of  Albany;  for  two  years. 
Dr.  William  C.  Wey,  of  Elmira,  and  Dr.  George  Ryerson  Fowler,  of 
Brooklyn;  for  one  year.  Dr.  Eugene  Beach,  of  Gloversville,  and  Dr. 
Joseph  P.  Creveling,  of  Auburn.  These  appointees  met  at  Albany, 
September  1,  1891,  and  organized  as  a  board  of  medical  examiners  by 
electing  Dr.  William  S.  Wey,  president,  and  Dr.  Maurice  J.  Lewi,  sec- 
retary. Doctor  Wey  died  June  30,  1897,  and  Doctor  Potter  acted  as 
president  during  that  year,  having  been  reappointed  by  the  Regents 
in  1894  and  again  in  1897  as  a  member  of  the  board;  on  January  24, 
1898,  he  was  elected  president.  He  has  been  examiner  in  obstetrics 
since  the  organization  of  the  board.  Doctor  Potter  is  also  consulting 
gynecologist  to  the  Buffalo  Woman's  Hospital  and  a  companion  of  the 
military  order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 

He  has  been  a  voluminous  and  valued  contributor  to  medical  and 
surgical  literature,  and  has  written  many  unpublished  papers  for  medi- 
cal societies  and  other  bodies.  He  has  been  the  managing  editor  of 
the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  since  July,  1888,  and  also  edits  the  annual 
volume  of  Transactions  of  the  American  Association  of  Obstetricians 
and  Gynecologists.  Among  his  published  writings  may  be  mentioned 
the  following: 

"  Umbilical  Hernia  in  the  Adult,  with  the  report  of  a  successful  operation,"  Buf- 
falo Medical  Journal,  January,  1879;  "Epithelioma  of  the  Cervix  Uteri,"  Transac- 
tions of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  1881;  "The  Genu-pectoral 
Posture  in  Uterine  and  Ovarian  Displacements,"  Transactions  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  State  of  New  York,  1882;  "The  Gynecic  Uses  and  Value  of  the  Genu- 
pectoral  Posture,"  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  1882;  "In- 
duction of  Premature  Labor  in  Puerperal  Eclampsia,"  Transactions  of  the  Medical 


46 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  1883  (second  paper);  "Address  to  the  Alumni  of 
Buffalo  Medical  College,"  delivered  in  St.  James  Hall,  February  23,  1875;  "Treat- 
ment of  Postpartum  Hemorrhage,"  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  1884;  "  Pelvic  Abscess 
in  the  Female,"  idem,  July,  1885;  "Observations  on  the  Uterine  Sound,"  idem,  July, 
1886;  "  Remarks  on  Pelvic  Inflammations  and  the  Management  of  their  Residues," 
idem,  July,  1888;  "  Dermoid  Cyst  of  the  Left  Ovary,"  idem,  December,  1889;  "  Field 
Hospital  Service  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  idem,  October  and  November, 
1889;  "  The  Essential  Interests  of  the  Society,"  idem,  February,  1893,  being  the  presi- 
dential address  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Erie,  delivered  January  10, 
1893;  "The  Induction  of  Premature  Labor  in  Puerperal  Eclampsia,"  American  Jour- 
nal of  Obstetrics,  July,  1879 ;  "Rectal  Alimentation  for  the  Relief  of  Obstmate  Vomit- 
ing in  Pregnancy,"  idem,  January,  1880;  "What  is  the  Present  Medico-legal  Status 
of  the  Abdominal  Surgeon?"  idem,  July,  1890;  "A  Medico-legal  Aspect  to  Pelvic 
Inflammation,"  ide7n,  December,  1891;  "  Posture  in  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology," 
idein,  November,  1892;  "  Remarks  on  Rectal  Feeding  in  Disease,"  New  York  Med- 
ical Record,  April  11,  1880;  "Dysmenorrhea:  Its  Treatment  by  Dilatation,"  idem, 
February  9,  1884;  "How  Should  Girls  be  Educated?  A  Public  Health  Problem  for 
Mothers,  Educators  and  Physicians,"  presidential  address  to  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  delivered  at  Albany,  February,  and  published  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  society  for  that  year,  also  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  March  21, 
1891;  "A  Case  of  Pyosalpinx ;  Recovery  without  Operation,"  Journal  of  the  Amer- 
ican Association,  August  6,  1887 ;  "Gynecic  Uses  of  Boric  Acid,"  idem,  July  13,  1889; 
"Address  of  Chairman  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women,"  idem.  May  31,  1890; 
"  Double  Ovariotomy  during  Pregnancy — Subsequent  Delivery  at  Term,"  Transac- 
tions of  American  Association  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists,  1888;  "Ovarian 
and  Ligamentary  Cyst  Co-existing  in  the  Same  Patient," /^/^w,  1890;  "Pelvic  In- 
flammation in  Women — a  Pathological  Study,"  American  Gynecological  Journal, 
December,  1891;  "Asepsis  and  Antisepsis  as  Practised  in  the  Lying-in  Chamber," 
Medical  News,  July,  1892;  "Specialism  in  Medicine  as  Related  to  Surgery  and 
Gynecology,"  New  York  Journal  of  Gynecology  and  Obstetrics,  January,  1893; 
"  Puerperal  Sepsis,  its  Prevention  and  Cure,"  Annals  of  Obstetrics,  Gynecology  and 
Pediatrics,  April,  1893,  also  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  1893;  "The  Prevention  of  Disease:  a  Problem  for  all  Physicians,"  read  be- 
fore the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  February  1,  1894;  New  York  Medical 
Journal,  April  14,  1894;  "  Fifty  Years  of  Medical  Journalism  in  Buffalo:  a  Historical 
Reminiscence,"  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  August.  1895 ;  '  'What  is  True  Conservatism  in 
Gynecology?"  American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  November,  1894;  "The  Relations  of 
Medical  Examining  Boards  to  the  State,  to  the  Schools  and  to  Each  Other,"  presi- 
dential address  before  the  National  Confederation  of  State  Medical  Examining  and 
Licensing  Boards,  at  Atlanta,  May  4,  1896,  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  July,  1896- 
"Puerperal  Eclampsia:  its  Etiology  and  Treatment,"  read  at  the  ninety-first  annual 
meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  January  26,  1897 ; 
"  Reciprocity  in  Medical  Licensure:  A  Plea  for  Interstate  Endorsement,"  presiden- 
tial address  before  the  National  Confederation,  etc.,  at  Philadelphia,  May  31,  1897; 
and  the  chapter  on  the  medical  profession  in  Erie  county  which  appears  in  these 
volumes. 
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Dr.  Potter  was  married  on  the  23d  of  March,  1859,  to  Miss  Emily 
A.  Bostwick,  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  the  late  William  H. 
Bostwick,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ethan  Allen  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
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And  they  assembled  all  the  congregation  together,  and  they  declared  their 
pedigree  after  their  families  by  the  home  of  their  fathers. — Numbers  i:  iS. 

Now  when  William  had  come  to  Yarrow  he  sent  forth  men  into  all  his  do- 
mains to  gather  into  one  volume  the  names  of  all  those  in  the  land,  showing 
their  kinship  among  themselves,  their  intermarriages,  dates  covering  births  and 
deaths,  and  times  of  those  given  in  wedlock.  This  did  he  not  alone  for  himself 
and  his  own  day  and  j^eriod,  but  that  posterity  might  know  of  a  certainty  con- 
cerning those  who  had  gone  before  them.  And  the  list  made  a  noble  and  goodly 
array  in  a  bulky  volume. — Hume  s  History  of  Englatid. 
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To  enumerate  all  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  in  Erie  county 
would  in  itself  make  a  large  and  pretentious  volume,  while  it  would 
be  practically  impossible  to  give  a  genealogical  sketch  of  each 
family.  We  have  been  compelled,  owing  to  lack  of  space,  to  limit 
these  references  to  those  only  who  have  felt  and  manifested  an 
interest  in  preserving  the  records  of  their  ancestors.  Sketches  of 
many  of  the  early  settlers  will  be  found  in  connection  with  Part 
I,  containing  the  history  of  the  county  and  its  respective  towns. 
In  this  section  biographical  notices  have  been  collected  and  printed 
of  those  whose  descendants  to-day  form  the  business  and  social  life 
of  the  stated  localities. 

Seaver,  Joseph  V.,  Buffalo,  has  been  prominent  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench  of 
Western  New  York  for  nearly  twenty-five  years.  He  was  born  and  reared  in  Buf- 
falo, and  early  evinced  a  desire  to  study  law,  and  accordingly  entered  the  office  of 
Judge  John  L.  Talcott  and  Delevan  F.  Clark,  where  he  remained  until  admitted  to 
the  New  York  bar  in  Buffalo  in  1873.  In  January,  1889,  he  was  elected  county  judge 
for  the  term  of  six  years.  Judge  Seaver,  while  on  the  bench,  decided  many  im- 
portant cases,  always  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  satisfaction  of  the  general  pub- 
lic. From  the  end  of  his  period  of  service  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession. 

Rockwell,  John  S. ,  counselor  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Pike,  Wyoming  county, 
N.  Y. ,  April  20,  1854,  and  was  educated  in  the  Pike  Seminary  and  the  University 
of  Rochester.  After  teaching  school  for  a  few  years  he  determined  to  study  law 
and  entered  the  office  of  Augustus  Harrmgton,  of  Warsaw,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879.  For  two  years  after 
admission  he  was  acting  editor  of  the  Western  New  Yorker  at  Warsaw.  He  then 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Hon.  Byron  Healey,  practicing  for  a  short  time  only, 
when  he  removed  to  Allegany  county  and  engaged  in  special  work  in  connection 
with  parties  engaged  in  the  oil  business.    He  afterwards  removed  to  Angelica  and 
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accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  F.  S.  Smith,  acting  as  managing  clerk,  and  was 
tax  agent  for  the  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.  R.  R.  from  1883-88,  and  has  been  since  1886  real 
estate  and  tax  agent  for  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  R.  R.  In  1886  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  F.  S.  Smith  and  D.  D.  Dickson,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith,  Rockwell  & 
Dickson,  which  copartnership  continued  until  October,  1895,  when  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  the  firm  of  Simmons  &  Rockwell  was  formed,  of  which  he  is  still  a 
member.  He  was  married  December  7,  1882,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Comstock,  daughter 
of  the  late  Harlow  L.  Comstock,  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  He  was  for  some  3'ears  a 
director  and  attorney  for  the  Cencral  New  York  and  Western  Railroad  Company, 
and  attorney  for  the  Lackawanna  and  Pittsburg  Railroad  Compan5^and  its  receiver. 
He  has  been  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Angelica  several  years. 

Orcutt,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Boston,  Mass.,  November  15,  1847,  where 
he  had  the  benefit  of  a  thorough  training  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city 
and  the  neighboiing  cit}'  of  Cambridge.  Educated  under  the  very  eaves  of  Amer- 
ica's greatest  university,  it  was  quite  natural  that  he  should  enter  Harvard  College, 
where  he  took  rank  with  the  best  scholars  in  his  class,  graduating  eighth  in  a  class 
of  108.  This  high  standing  made  him  eligible  for  a  membership  in  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  society.  After  completing  his  classical  course  Mr.  Orcutt  entered  the  Law 
School  of  the  university,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  received  the  degree  of  LL.B, 
In  1875  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Massachusetts,  and  at  once  began  to  practice 
for  himself  in  Boston,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession  con- 
tinuously until  1882,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Long  judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  in  the  county  of  Middlesex.  This  position  he  held  until  1889,  when  he 
resigned  his  office  and  removed  to  Buffalo  and  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Roberts,  Alexander,  Musser  &  Orcutt,  one  of  the  largest  legal  firms  in  Western 
New  York.    In  June,  1889,  he  was  married  to  Leafie  Sloan  of  Buffalo. 

Foote,  Robert  B.,  jr.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Robert  B.  and  Mary  (Kingscott)  Foote,  was 
born  at  Armor,  N.  Y.,  October  26,  1869.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  Hamburg 
and  was  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1891.  He  began  the  study  of  law 
the  following  year  at  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  also  read  law  in  the  office  of  Par- 
ker &  Hotchkiss  during  his  term  at  the  Law  School.  While  in  college  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  and  while  attending  the  Law  School  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Phi  fraternities.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1894,  and  immedi- 
ately began  his  practice  in  Buffalo. 

Steele,  Frank  B. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  G.  and  Harriet  (Snyderj  Steele,  was  born 
March  28,  1864,  in  Buff'alo,  N.  Y.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Normal  Academic  department  in  1883.  He  then  began  the 
stud)'  of  law,  entering  the  office  of  Clinton  &  Clark.  He  finished  his  studies,  how- 
ever, in  the  office  of  Green  &  Marcy,  acting  as  managing  clerk  until  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  January,  1887.  He  immediately  began  practice,  continuing  until  1892,  when 
he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo,  remaining  in  that 
position  until  January  1,  1896,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  SupremiC  Court.  On 
March  1,  1896,  Mr.  Steele  was  appointed  assistant  deputy  count}'  clerk,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  holds. 

Hart,  Louis  B.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Medina,  Orleans  county,  N.  Y.,  March  30, 
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1869.  He  first  engaged  in  business  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  E.  M.  &  F.  M.  Ashley 
at  Lockport,  where  he  remained  nearly  two  years.  He  was  then  appointed  private 
secretary  to  Hon.  D.  H.  McMillian,  who  was  at  that  time  senator  from  the  Thirty- 
first  District  of  New  York.  He  afterwards  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Elsworth  &  Potter  of  Lockport,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  3,  1892.  In  Janu- 
ar}',  1894,  he  was  appointed  managing  clerk  in  the  office  of  William  Kenefeck,  dis- 
trict attorne}^  and  in  1896  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Surrogate  Court,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  holds. 

Plumley,  Edmund  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Canoga,  Seneca  county,  N.  Y.,  October 
7,  1845.  His  education  was  obtained  from  the  Middlebury  Academy,  Genesee  Wes- 
leyan  Seminary  and  Genesee  College,  now  Syracuse  University.  After  completing 
his  college  course  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Parker  &  Chamberlain, 
finishing  his  legal  studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Hiram  C.  Day,  which  he  entered 
in  May,  1868.  where  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1871.  He 
remained  in  this  office  until  February  of  the  following  year,  when  he  was  offered, 
without  solicitation,  the  position  of  deputy  city  clerk  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  which  he 
accepted  and  held  for  three  yea';s,  when  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  active  practice.  In  May,  1894,  he  formed  a  copartnership 
with  Irving  W.  Cole,  under  the  firm  name  of  Plumley  &  Cole,  which  partnership  still 
continues. 

Pooley,  Charles  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  Pooley,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1854,  in  Buft'alo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  always  resided.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  graduating  from  the  Central  High  School  in  the  class  of  1873,  and  then 
entered  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he  continued  three  years.  Not  finding  this 
employment  strictly  congenial,  and  being  ambitious  to  adopt  a  profession,  he  began 
the  study  of  law  on  January  1,  1876.  Devoting  himself  diligently  to  Blackstone  and 
Kent,  he  was  admitted  to  the  full  privileges  of  the  bar  in  April,  1879.  He  began  at 
once  the  active  practice  of  law  in  connection  with  the  firm  of  Lansing,  McMillan  & 
Gluck,  having  completed  his  studies  in  the  office  of  the  late  Senator  A.  P.  Laning, 
and  has  continued  with  that  firm  through  its  various  changes — Green,  McMillan  & 
Gluck,  McMillan,  Gluck  &  Pooley,  and  McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew— to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Pooley  was  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Library  for  three  years,  and 
is  a  prominent  32°  Mason,  being  a  member  and  past  master  of  De  Molay  Lodge  No. 
498,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  member  of  Buffalo  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  was  district  deputy 
grand  master  of  Masons  in  1894.  June  4,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Carrie  Adams, 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  S.  Carey  Adams,  of  Buffalo. 

Perkins,  Franklin  R.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Cazenovia,  Madison  county,  N.  Y. , 
May  6,  1841,  where  he  received  his  education  at  the  district  schools  and  the  Oneida 
Conference  Seminary  at  Cazenovia.  In  1862  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Charles  Stebbins,  jr.,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1863.  At  this  time  the  Rebellion  had  broken  out 
and  there  was  a  call  for  volunteers.  Mr.  Perkins  received  a  commission  from 
-Governor  Seymour  to  raise  a  company  for  the  22d  Regiment  of  N.  Y.  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  then  being  organized  at  Syracuse  and  Rochester.  A  company  of  one  hundred 
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and  four  men  was  raised,  which  became  Co.E,  with  Mr.  Perkins  as  captain,  where  he 
served  for  one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  returned  to  Hamilton,  N.  Y. ,  and  entered 
the  law  office  of  Judge  Joseph  Mason,  where  he  remained  upwards  of  a  year.  In 
1866  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1869  he 
entered  into  copartnership  with  Henry  W.  Bex,  and  the  firm  of  Bex  &  Perkins  con- 
ducted a  successful  business  for  eleven  years,  when  it  was  dissolved.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  Perkins  has  conducted  a  general  practice  of  law  at  Buffalo,  part  of  the  time 
with  a  partner,  but  generally  alone,  and  has  always  done  a  successful  business, 
which  stilf  continues. 

Allen,  Henry  F,,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Collins,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
May  6,  1837,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  vil- 
lage of  Gowanda.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
November,  1859.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Gowanda  until  1882  when  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo,  becoming  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Goodyear  &  Allen.  This 
firm  was  dissolved  in  1883  and  Mr.  Allen  formed  a  copartnership  with  Messrs. 
Wilcox  &  Movius,  under  the  firm  name  of  Allen,  Movius  &  Wilcox,  which  copartner- 
ship continued  until  1891,  since  which  time  Mr.  Allen  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  alone.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  Democrat  and  was  elected  to  and  served 
in  the  Assembly  of  1878,  and  from  June  1,  1883,  to  January  1,  1892,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Claims,  appointed  by  Governor  Cleveland. 

Ford,  James  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  July  11,  1838,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  In  1855  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his  father, 
Elijah  Ford,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  in  1859.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  the  same  year,  and  immediately  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he 
joined  his  father  in  practice,  under  the  firm  name  of  Elijah  Ford  &  Son,  which 
partnership  was  carried  on  until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1879.  In  January,  1881, 
the  present  firm  of  Ford  &  Ferguson  was  formed. 

Smith,  James  Murdock. — The  history  of  Buffalo  during  its  municipal  existence 
would  be  quite  imcomplete  without  a  sketch  of  that  one  of  her  favored  and  favorite 
citizens  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  article.  Judge  Smith  cane  from  New 
England  stock,  and  brought  with  him  here  to  this  western  country,  in  the  early  days, 
a  supply  of  physical,  moral  and  mental  health,  which  have  all  served  him  a  good 
purpose  and  brought  him  to  three  score  years  and  ten  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his 
faculties  unimpaired,  and  with  his  zeal  and  energy  still  equal  to  all  the  numerous 
calls  made  upon  him  for  the  good  of  his  family  and  friends  and  the  advancement  of 
his  fellow-citizens'  interests,  both  public  and  private.  He  was  born  at  East  Poultney, 
Rutland  county,  Vt.,  August  23,  1816,  being  the  only  son  of  Hon.  Harvey  D.  Smith 
and  Harriet  Murdock  Smith,  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith, 
an  English  clergyman,  who  came  to  America  in  1634  and  settled  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  in  1636,  and  was  the  first  minister  in  that  place.  That  line  of  descent  is  as 
follows:  Rev.  Henry  Smith  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  ;  Samuel  Smith  of  Northampton, 
Mass.  ;  Ebenezer  Smith  of  Suffield,  Conn.  ;  Nathaniel  Smith  of  Suffield,  Conn.  ;  Na- 
thaniel Smith  of  Pawlet,  Vt.  ;  Harvey  D.  Smith  of  Gouverneur,  N.  Y.  ;  Hon.  James 
M.  Smith,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  On  his  mother's  side  he  descends  from  John 
Murdock,  once  a  rich  merchant  of  Limerick,  Ireland,  but  who  being  a  staunch  Jacobite 
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was  impoverished  by  the  Civil  war  of  1688-90.  His  son  Peter  fled  to  this  country  in 
1696,  and  settled  at  East  Hampton,  Long  Island.  His  son,  Major  John  Murdock, 
of  Saybrock,  Conn.,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Connecticut.  His  son,  Rev. 
James  Murdock,  was  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Judge  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  also  is 
a  descendant  from  the  famous  Douglas  family  of  Scotland,  through  his  paternal 
grandmother,  Sarah  Douglas,  who  was  sprung  from  the  Loch  Leven  Douglases. 
And  thus  there  came  together,  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  clergyman  and  the 
merchant;  a  good  commingling  of  morals,  religion,  letters,  finance,  judgment  and 
affairs,  exceedingly  well  exemplified  in  the  life  and  character  of  James  M.  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith's  father  was  a  merchant  and  held  a  prominent  position  in  business  and 
official  life  in  his  town,  which  he  represented  several  times  in  the  Vermont  Legisla- 
ture. In  1824  he  moved  to  Gouverneur,  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died  in  1864,  full  of  years  and  honored,  respected  and 
lamented  by  a  large  community  over  which  he  had  exerted  an  active  influence  for 
good,  and  in  which  he  had  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor,  justice  of  the  peace,  surro- 
gate, and  special  county  judge.  Mr.  Smith's  education  began  in  the  village  school 
and  was  continued  at  the  Gouverneur  AcsLdemy,  and  having  graduated  from  that 
institution  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Bishop  &  Thompson,  at  Gran- 
ville, in  Washington  county.  In  1835  he  went  to  Albany  and  entered  the  office  of 
Hon.  Edward  Livmgston,  then  the  district  attorney  of  that  county,  and  he  remained 
there  as  managing  clerk  for  two  years.  In  November,  1837,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  solicitor  in  chancery.  It  was  m  Feb- 
ruary, 1888,  that  Mr.  Smith,  a  young  and  enterprising  lawyer  with  his  own  way  to 
make  in  the  world,  moved  to  Buffalo,  then  a  city  of  very  small  proportions,  and  strug- 
gling to  recoverlfrom  the  great  financial  disasters  of  1836,  which,  bad  enough  every 
where,  had  fallen  with  crushing  force  on  the  infant  city.  He  formed  a  partnership 
with  Henry  W.  Rogers  and  John  J.  Leonard,  but  this  was  speedily  dissolved  with 
the  retirement  of  Mr  Rogers,  and  Leonard  &  Smith  continued  the  business  a  year  or 
so  longer,  when  Mr.  Leonard  removed  to  Detroit  and  Mr.  Smith  became  associated 
with  Mr.  James  Smith,  esq.,  and  so  continued  till  1840,  when  the  firm  became  dis- 
solved. Mr.  Smith  again  went  into  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Rogers,  who  had 
been  for  some  years  the  district  attorney  of  Erie  county,  and  so  continued  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  after.  This  firm  became  noted  and  prosperous,  and  conducted  a  very 
large  law  business,  and  one  which  gave  scope  to  Mr.  Smith's  abilities  and  talents 
and  brought  him  prominently  before  the  business  men  of  the  growing  city,  who  soon 
learned  to  appreciate  his  sound  legal  attainments  and  his  careful,  shrewd  advice,  not 
only  in  matters  of  law  but  in  matters  of  business  and  finance.  This  partnership 
continued  till  1848,  when,  Mr.  Rogers  having  become  collector  of  customs  for  the  port 
of  Buffalo,  the  firm  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Smith  associated  himself  with  the  late 
vSolomon  G.  Haven,  who  had  been  till  that  time  a  partner  of  Millard  Fillmore.  The 
firm  of  Haven  &  Smith  was  a  successful  one  and  had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice, 
and  Mr.  Smith  made  himself  still  more  acceptable  to  the  solid  financiers  of  Buffalo, 
and  was  recognized  as  a  man  peculiarly  adapted  to  banking  and  business ;  and  finally 
became  so  necessary  to  certain  men  of  capital  that  in  1856  he  was  persuaded  to  aban- 
don the  law  and  to  take  charge  of  White's  Bank  as  its  cashier,  and  a  year  later,  when 
the  CHnton  Bank  was  started  by  some  of  the  ablest  and  soundest  men  in  Buffalo  and 
New  York,  he  became  its  cashier.    The  financial  disasters  of  that  well  remembered 
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season  did  not  wreck  the  Clinton  Bank,  as  they  did  many  others,  but  made  serious 
inroads  upon  its  capital,  which,  however,  in  the  four  years  following,  were  entirely 
made  good.  Then  the  war  broke  out,  and  financiers  were  uncertain  and  money  was 
scarce,  and  the  men  who  had  faced  the  panic  of  1857  feared  for  the  future,  and  it 
was  decided  to  wmd  up  the  Clinton  Bank  and  pay  both  depositors  and  stockholders 
in  full;  and  this  was  done,  and  in  1861  Mr.  Smith  was  again  at  liberty.  The  Hon, 
John  Ganson,  who  then  occupied  a  very  deservedly  high  position  at  the  bar  of  New 
York,  and  had  perhaps  the  largest  practice  in  Buffalo,  sought  Mr.  Smith  as  his  as- 
sociate, and  on  January  1,  1862,  the  firm  of  Ganson  &  Smith  was  formed,  a  firm 
which  at  once  attained,  and  during  its  existence  held  a  wide  reputation  in  State  and 
national  courts.  No  lawyers  in  Buffalo  probably  ever  did  a  larger  or  more  profitable 
business,  or  had  a  greater  success  in  the  management  of  an  exceedingly  extended 
practice.  Their  advice  was  sought  by  individuals  and  corporations,  and  the  calen- 
dars of  all  the  courts  were  filled  with  their  cases,  while  matters  of  vast  importance 
were  conducted  to  favorable  and  judicious  settlement  without  the  intervention  of  the 
courts.  In  all  matters  of  contract,  of  trusts,  of  real  estate  and  of  wills,  Mr.  Smith 
was  and  is  pre-eminently  an  authority,  and  to  this  day  his  guiding  hand  is  seen  in 
the  disposition  of  numerous  large  estates,  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  dis- 
tributed to  generous  testators.  In  1873  Hon.  Isaac  A.  Verplanck,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo,  died,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  Senate  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  in  1874  he  was  elected  his  own  successor  for  the 
term  of  fourteen  years.  Judge  Smith  ascended  the  bench  with  the  hearty  approval 
of  all  classes  of  citizens — even  his  political  opponents  congratulating  themselves  that 
a  man  so  pre-eminently  qualified  for  judicial  position  should  have  been  made  the 
nominee  of  his  party  and  the  choice  of  the  people.  He  brought  to  his  position  a 
vigorous  mind,  clear  perceptions,  with  a  happy  faculty  of  expressing  his  ideas  in 
terse,  strong  language,  calculated  to  instruct  jurors  in  their  duties  and  to  lead  them 
to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  real  points  in  the  case  before  them,  and  his  firm, 
strong  manner  in  his  charges  could  not  fail  to  give  evidence  of  his  own  views  as  to 
the  justice  of  the  case  in  hand, while  his  fairness  left  everything  to  the  jury  which  of 
right  belonged  to  them  to  pass  upon.  His  large  experience  and  great  industry  made 
him  an  exceedingly  strong  member  of  the  court  which  had  in  the  city  of  Buffalo 
a  jurisdiction  equal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, and  the  number  of  cases  which 
he  tried  and  the  opinions  he  wrote  show  what  labor  an  industrious  judge,  with 
health  and  strength  of  mind  and  body,  can  accomplish.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1887, 
Judge  Smith,  having  reached  the  constitutional  limit  of  years,  was  retired  from  the 
bench  which  he  had  adorned  and  occupied,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  bar  and 
litigants,  and  in  testimony  of  the  respect  and  love  they  bore  him,  the  lawyers  of  Buf- 
falo invited  him  to  a  complimentary  banquet,  and  distinguished  men  then  took  oc- 
casion to  express  their  appreciation  of  the  patience,  the  conscientiousness  and  courage 
with  which  he  had  presided  over  the  court  of  which  he  had  lately  been  chief  judge. 
Though  greatly  engrossed  with  the  cares  of  his  profession  and  with  the  unusual  num- 
ber of  private  trusts.  Judge  Smith  always  found  time  or  made  time  to  give  attention 
to  public  matters  of  interest  and  value  to  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was,  until  he  went 
upon  the  bench,  chairman  of  the  commissioners  who  built  the  City  and  County  Hall, 
which  stands  a  monument  of  honest  work  and  money  well  and  faithfully  expended, 
an  achievement  which  is  unfortunately  too  rare  in  our  own  time  and  country.  He 
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was  chairman  of  the  citizens'  committee  for  the  erection  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Monument,  which  so  beautifully  adorns  La  Fayette  Park  in  Buffalo.  In  1871  Mr. 
Smith,  as  counsel  for  the  executor  of  the  will  of  Jesse  Ketchum,  deceased,  prepared 
the  deed  of  trust  which  conveyed  to  the  City  of  Buffalo  the  fund  of  $10,000, 
designated  as  "  The  Jesse  Ketchum  Memorial  Fund,"  from  the  mcome  of  which  val- 
uable and  beautiful  gold  and  silver  medals  are  annually  awarded  by  the  trustees  of 
the  fund  to  meritorious  scholars  of  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Srnith  was  one  of  the 
trustees  named  in  the  deed  and  for  eighteen  years  past  has  been  the  president  of  the 
board.  In  1873  Hobart  College  conferred  on  Judge  Smith  the  honorary  degree  of 
LL.D.  Soon  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  Buffalo  Judge  Smith  became  a  member 
of  Trinity  church,  and  as  vestryman  and  warden  he  served  it  long  and  well,  and  has 
always  been  an  exceedingly  liberal  contributor  to  church  work.  In  1871  he  was  ap- 
pointed chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Western  New  Yc^^k  and  has  held  that  position 
to  the  present  time,  and  has  represented  tte  diocese  as  lay  delegate  to  each  of  the 
triennial  general  conventions  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  since  1874.  In  June, 
1840  Judge  Smith  was  married  to  Martha  Washington,  daughter  of  Elias  Bradley  of 
Buffalo.  She  died  in  May,  1841,  leaving  a  son  who  survived  her  but  a  few  months. 
In  June,  1845,  he  was  married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  P.  Sherwood  of  Ver- 
non, Oneida  county,  N.  Y. ,  and  their  children  are  Margaret  L.,  the  wife  of  Robert 
P.  Wilson,  esq.,  a  member  of  the  Erie  county  bar,  and  Philip  Sherwood,  who  is  also 
a  member  of  that  bar.  Judge  Smith  has  always  been  recognized  as  an  able  financier 
and  an  excellent  judge  of  values  and  securities.  His  foresight  and  his  faith  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Buffalo  have  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a  handsome  for- 
tune for  his  declining  years.  Prosperity,  however,  has  not  had  the  effect  to  render 
him  sordid  or  penurious,  but  on  the  contrary  he  has  always  given  freely  and  liber- 
ally to  all  public  purposes  and  to  charitable,  educational  and  religious  objects,  while 
his  private  charities,  done  in  secret,  have  been  the  source  of  great  comfort  to  many 
recipients,  and  no  worthy  charity  has  ever  been  refused  aid  from  his  purse,  and  that, 
too,  not  once  or  twice,  but  many  times  repeated.  Judge  Smith  is  a  man  of  very 
marked  literary  tastes  and  habits  and  is  the  possessor  of  a  large  and  valuable  library, 
and  his  friends  have  always  been  scholars  and  men  of  letters.  '  Genial,  kind  and  af- 
fable, he  has  always  won  the  esteem  and  hearty  good  will  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
trust  that  many  and  happy  may  be  the  years  remaining  to  James  Murdock  Smith. 

Bingham,  George,  Buffalo,  the  present  county  clerk  of  Erie  county,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Lancaster,  December  21,  1848.  His  father,  Henry  L.  Bingham,  was  born  in 
Windham,  Conn.,  April  1,  1814,  and  settled  in  Western  New  York  when  still  a  young 
man.  His  mother  was  born  in  this  State.  George  Bingham  received  his  education 
in  the  public  and  private  schools.  In  1866  he  was  given  a  position  as  rodman  by 
William  Wallace,  chief  engineer  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  Buffalo  and 
Washington  Railroad.  He  was  afterward  appointed  assistant  engineer  and  was 
given  charge  of  a  division  of  the  road.  He  was  employed  by  City  Engineer  George 
E.  Mann  for  one  year  in  running  the  levels  for  the  topographical  map  of  the  city. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  location  and  construction  of  other  roads  in  the  Western 
States  and  Canada.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Bingham  was  engaged  in  the  hide  and 
leather  business  and  met  with  marked  success.  In  1880  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Assembly  and  was  one  of  the  staunch  supporters  of  the  late  Hon.  Roscoe  Conk- 
to 
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ling  in  his  fight  to  be  returned  to  the  United  States  Senate  in  1881.  Mr.  Bingham 
was  superintendent  of  the  Thompson-Houston  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company 
for  three  years.  He  was  appointed  United  States  appraiser  for  the  port  of  Buffalo 
by  President  Harrison  in  1891,  and  served  three  years  and  resigned.  He  was 
elected  county  clerk  in  1894;  was  chairman  in  1895-96  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee  and  was  elected  in  March,  1895,  president  of  the  village  of  Lancaster, 
and  is  also  one  of  .the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  same  town.  September  4,  1874, 
he  married  Carrie  Lee  of  Lancaster,  where  they  reside.  They  have  two  daughters. 
Mr.  Bingham  as  county  clerk  has  made  a  clean,  careful,  honest  and  painstaking 
official  and  so  far  has  given  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  is  an  honor  to 
his  party  and  a  faithful  servant  of  the  people. 

Peabody,  W.  H.,  jr.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  (Purdie)  Peabody,  was 
born  at  Buffalo,  April  30,  1870.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Buffalo  and  he  was  graduated  from  Harvard  University  in  1892. 
After  completing  his  classical  course  Mr.  Peabody  entered  the  Law  School  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  received  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  In 
June,  1894,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  after  two  years'  service  in  the  office  of 
Box,  Norton  &  Bushnell,  began  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Parker,  Le  Roy,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  Rev.  Orson  and  Diana  Elinor  (Atherton)  Par- 
ker, was  born  at  Flint,  Mich.,  December  15,  1844.  His  early  education  was  obtained 
at  the  common  schools  in  Michigan  and  at  Dwight's  High  School,  Clinton,  N.  Y. 
He  was  graduated  at  Hamilton  College,  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  with  the  class  of  1865.  He 
at  once  began  the  study  of  law,  and  in  the  same  year  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Flint,  and  in  1879  was 
admitted  as  an  attorney  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  in  Detroit,  and  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  April  11,  1890.  Mr.  Parker  was  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  Legislature  for  two  terms,  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  was 
afterwards  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  by  Governor  Croswell, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  six  years,  two  years  of  which  he  was  the  president  of 
the  board.  In  1885  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  began  his  professional  career  in  New 
York  State.  In  1887  he  was  awarded  the  $250  prize  given  by  the  State  Bar  Associa- 
tion of  New  York  for  the  best  thesis  on  the  subject  of  "  Divorce  Laws  and  the  De- 
sirability of  Uniform  Divorce  Legislation."  In  1887  he  was  appointed  general  man- 
ager of  the  newly  organized  Buffalo  Law  School,  and  occupied  the  position  of  vice- 
dean  for  several  years.  Mr.  Parker  is  still  a  member  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Law 
School  and  a  lecturer  on  Sales,  but  his  time  is  chiefly  devoted  to  his  law  practice. 
He  is  the  author,  in  conjunction  with  Robert  H.  Worthington,  of  a  work  entitled 
"The  Law  of  Public  Health  and  Safety,"  published  in  1892.  He  was  married,  in 
1881,  to  Bessie  Chandler,  daughter  of  the  late  Rear  Admiral  Ralph  Chandler,  of  the 
U.  S.  navy,  and  has  two  sons,  Glowacki  and  Ralph  Chandler  Parker. 

Tabor,  Charles  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Silas  and  Betsey  E.  (Russell)  Tabor,  was  born 
in  St.  Joseph  county,  Mich.,  June  28,  1841,  and  when  two  years  old  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  town  of  Newstead,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  received  his  early 
public  school  education.  He  also  attended  the  academies  at  Clarence  and  Williams- 
ville  and  Lima  Seminary,  and  in  1861  came  to  Buffalo  as  a  student  at  law  in  the  office 
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of  Humphrey  &  Parsons,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in 
1863.  He  then  entered  upon  a  successful  professional  career.  In  1868  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  Judge  Thomas  Corlett,  which  continued  for  six  years,  when 
Judge  Corlett  retired  and  Mr.  Tabor  formed  a  partnership  with  William  F.  Sheehan. 
In  1888  John  Cunneen  and  E.  C,  Coatsworth  were  admitted  to  the  firm  under  the 
style  of  Tabor,  Sheehan,  Cunneen  &  Coatsworth.  This  firm  continued  until  Janu-  . 
ary  1,  1895,  when  Mr.  Tabor  retired  and  became  the  senior  member  of  the  present 
well-known  law  firm  of  Tabor  &  Wilkie.  Mr.  Tabor  has  long  been  a  leading  Demo- 
crat, and  in  1887  was  elected  attorney-general  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  office 
he  held  two  terms,  being  re-elected  in  1889.  He  carried  to  success  the  noted  Sugar 
Trust  cases,  the  charter  of  the  Sugar  Trust  of  New  York  being  vacated,  through  his 
action,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  monopoly.  As  attorney-general  he  also  had 
charge  of  the  litigation  which  involved  the  constitutionality  of  the  electrocution  law 
and  succeded  in  obtaining  a  decision  from  the  U.  S,  Supreme  Court  to  the  effect  that 
the  law  was  constitutional  and  valid;  he  also  obtained  from  that  court  an  affirma- 
tion of  a  decision  of  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals,  in  the  case  of  the  Home  Insur- 
ance Company,  that  corporations  were  liable  to  taxation' on  their  capital  stock,  al- 
though that  stock  consisted  of  government  bonds,  otherwise  exempt.    In  1881  and 

1882  Mr.  Tabor  was  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  where  he  resided  from  1867  to 

1883  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  He  was  an  excise  commissioner  of  Erie  county  for 
three  years,  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  county  judge  in  1883,  and  for  two 
years  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Bufi^alo  Law  Library.  December  24,  1863,  he  married 
Phebe  S. ,  daughter  of  William  A.  Andrews,  of  Pembroke,  Genesee  county,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Georgia  E. 

Fitzgerald,  Henry  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Springville,  Erie  county,  December 
26,  1845,  and  when  five  years  of  age,  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo.  In 
1862  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Eli  Cook,  for  the  study  of  law.  He  finished  his 
legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Nichols  &  Robbins  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  May  8, 
1867.  In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  United  States  District 
Court,  and  United  States  commissioner  by  the  late  Judge  Hall,  and  has  filled  the  office 
of  commissioner  ever  since.  In  1869  he  resigned  the  office  of  deputy  clerk  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession.  For  twelve  years  he  was  in  partnership  with 
Josiah  Cook,  of  this  city.  He  is  at  present  associated  with  Urban  C.  Bell,  of  Bufl:'alo, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Fitzgerald  &  Bell. 

Guenther,  Henry  H.,  Buffalo,  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents  coming  to  America 
in  1851,  locating  in  Philadelphia  and  afterward  removed  to  Bufi:alo,  where  Henry  H. 
Guenther  was  born,  January  29,  1862.  He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  and 
took  a  select  literary  course  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  graduated  as  L.  B.  in  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  the  class  of  1881.  Shortly  after  graduating  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  clerkship  in  the  city  attorney's  office  under  Giles  E.  Stilwell,  serving 
until  the  end  of  Mr.  Stilwell's  term,  and  who  was  succeeded  by  Herman  Hennig 
as  city  attorney.  Mr.  Guenther  retained  the  same  position  during  Mr.  Hennig's 
term.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1887  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  from  the  beginning  has  had  marked  success.  In  the  fall  of  1886, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  State  Legisla- 
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ture  on  the  Democrat  ticket,  serving  for  seven  consecutive  terms,  acting  as  chairman 
of  general  laws  and  canal  committees,  and  also  being  placed  on  other  important  com- 
mittees of  that  body  each  year  of  his  service. 

Spaulding,  Willis  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  B.  and  Maria  (Smith)  Spaulding,  was  born 
February  22,  1866,  in  Golden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Smith,  was  a  very  early  settler,  coming  from  Vermont.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Gilbert  Spaulding,  who  also  came  from  Vermont,  was  a  pioneer  of  Concord, 
Erie  county,  where  John  B.  was  born  in  1834.  Mr.  Spalding  in  1881  entered  Griffith 
Institute  at  Springfield  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887.  He  paid  his 
own  way  through  school,  and  by  dint  of  hard  study  and  sturdy  perseverance  ac- 
quired a  substantial  education,  which  he  supplemented  by  a  course  of  business  and 
stenography  at  Bryant's  Business  College  in  Buffalo.  Immediately  after  his  gradua- 
tion, in , September,  1887,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  White  &  Simons, 
with  whom  he  remained  four  years,  being  their  managing  clerk  the  last  three  years. 
In  1891  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Buffalo;  in  July,  1893,  he  formed,  with  Thomas  A.  Sullivan, 
the  present  law  firm  of  Spaulding  &  Sullivan.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Spaulding  has  been 
very  successful.  He  was  married,  August  25,  1891,  to  Nellie  M.,  daughter  of  Millard 
F.  Orr,  of  East  Otto,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Gordon  Orr. 

Frye,  William  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Josephine  (Burgess)  Frye,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  June  10,  1868.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained at  the  Griffith  Institute  at  Springfield.  After  removing  to  Buffalo  in  1886  he 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  was  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1894.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1894  and  the  following  year  he  opened 
an  office  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  still  continues  with 
marked  success. 

Peck,  Myron  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Victor,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y., 
May  28,  1827.  He  received  his  education  from  the  public  schools  and  State  Normal 
School  at  Albany.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
E.  G.  Lapham,  at  Canadaigua,  where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  September,  1848.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  formed  a  copart- 
nership with  Mr.  Lapham  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  which  they  carried  on 
for  some  years.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Batavia  and  from  1883  to  1889  was  county 
judge  and  surrogate  of  Genesee  county.  April  1,  1889,  he  moved  to  Buffalo  and  for 
three  years  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Peck.  Hammond,  Peck  &  Hatch.  He  is  at 
present  located  at  No.  505  Ellicott  Square.  His  professional  engagements  are  now 
practically  limited  to  the  hearing  of  references  and  the  preparation  and  argument  of 
cases  in  the  higher  courts. 

Davis,  George  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  August  5,  1858.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  from  early  youth  supported  himself. 
At  the  age  of  ten  he  carried  newspapers  to  earn  money  for  his  education.  He  learned 
the  picture-frame  maker's  trade  and  worked  at  the  bench  long  enough  to  save  suffi- 
cient money  to  support  himself  while  studying  law.  In  1877  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Day  &  Romer,  where  he  remained  until  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1880.    Since  that  time  he  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo.    Mr.  Davis  enlisted 
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in  the  74th  Regt,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  in  1877  and  filled  every  position  from  private  to 
commanding  officer  and  for  a  number  of  years  commanded  the  regiment.  He  is  a 
member  of  Lake  Erie  Commandery  and  Buffalo  Consistory,  32d  degree.  He  repre- 
sented the  Ninth  ward  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  during  the 
years  1885-1886,  during  which  time  he  married  Miss  Lilhe  N.  Grimes,  daughter  of 
Judge  Grimes  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y. ,  and  in  1887  took  up  his  residence  at  that  place, 
and  was  immediately  elected  supervisor  of  that  town,  and  since  that  time  has  repre- 
sented that  town  in  the  Erie  county  board;  was  chairman  of  the  board  in  1889-1894 
and  1895,  being  elected  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  Republicans  and  Democrats;  as 
chairman  he  has  shown  that  he  is  possessed  of  executive  ability  of  no  mean  order 
and  as  presiding  officer  has  won  the  good  will  and  respect  of  all  parties.  He  was  the 
Republican  nominee  for  Congress  in  the  Thirty-third  N.  Y.  District  in  1890,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  Democratic  land  slide  of  that  year  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  He 
represented  the  Thirty-first  Senate  District  in  the  Constitutional  Convention,  receiv- 
ing the  largest  majority  of  any  delegate  upon  the  ticket,  and  was  one  of  the  active 
members  of  that  body,  serving  upon  the  committees  on  banking,  insurance  and 
military.  In  1895  he  was  elected  State  senator  of  the  Forty  ninth  District,  and 
served  on  the  committees  on  judiciary,  commerce,  navigation,  penal  institutions  and 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Willett,  Porter  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1865,  moved  to 
Buft'alo  in  1872,  and  prepared  himself  for  college  at  Buffalo  High  School,  and  in  1888 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the 
office  of  Sprague,  Morey,  Sprague  &  Brownell,  where  he  remained  for  three  years, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester  in  1891.  He  then  entered  into  partnership 
with  Harry  D.  Williams,  under  the  firm  name  of  Williams  &  Willett,  which  partner- 
ship continued  until  1895.    Since  then  he  has  practiced  alone. 

Colgan,  William  Paul,  Buffalo  (born  in  Dunkirk,  Chautauqua  county,  N.Y.,  July  4, 
1869),  is  the  son  of  Bernard  and  Mary  Prendergast  Colgan.  After  attending  the 
Dunkirk  union  schools  he  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  in  May,  1885,  to  a 
position  in  the  United  States  mail  service,  in  which  he  continued  until  May  29,  1889, 
being  dismissed  for  political  reasons.  Soon  after  leaving  the  mail  service  he  began 
the  study  of  law,  at  first  with  Holt  &  Holt  of  Dunkirk,  and  then  with  his  brother, 
John  H.  Colgan  of  Buffalo.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buft'alo,  June  8,  1893, 
and  on  January  1,  1894,  entered  into  legal  copartnership  with  his  brother,  under  the 
firm  style  of  Colgan  &  Colgan,  which  continued  until  the  latter's  death,  September 
14,  1894.  Since  that  date  he  has  practiced  alone.  Mr.  Colgan  has  won  a  reputation 
among  the  young  lawyers  of  Buffalo.  He  was  associated  with  Hon.  John  Laughlin 
in  the  defense  of  Bernard  Murray,  charged  with  the  killing  of  William  H.  Bright, 
president  of  the  Genesee  Oil  Works,  and  succeeded  in  acquitting  James  Towe, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Josie  Bennett  in  Buffalo  in  1894.  Aside  from  his 
criminal  practice  Mr.  Colgan  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  civil  practice,  being  coun 
sel  in  numerous  cases  of  importance. 

Marcus,  Louis  W. ,  Buffalo. — Judge  Marcus  is  the  youngest  lawyer  ever  elected 
surrogate  of  Erie  county.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  18,  1863,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  at  Williams  Academy ;  he  after- 
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ward  entered  Cornell  Law  School,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  LL.B.  in  the  class  of  1889.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  became  the  junior 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Swift,  Weaver  &  Marcus,  which  was  afterward  Weaver 
&  Marcus,  In  1895  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  as  a  candidate  for  surro- 
gate of  Erie  county,  and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority;  he  assumed  the  duties  of 
his  office  January  1,  1896.  He  was  married  in  November,  1889,  to  Ray  R.  Dahlman 
of  Buffalo. 

Blocher,  John,  Buffalo,  a  descendant  from  the  commonly  called  Pennsylvania 
Dutch,  comes  from  the  race  of  farmers,  men  who  have  reaped  a  living  from  the 
soil.  His  father  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  1823  and  settled  in  Cayuga  county, 
N.  v.,  and  a  year  after  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal  became  a  resident  of  Erie 
county.  Mr.  Blocher  was  born  at  Scipio,  N.  Y.,  in  1825.  His  education  was  begun 
in  a  log  school  house  with  a  winter  term  of  but  three  months.  When  he  was  but 
ten  years  of  age  his  father  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children,  of  whom  he 
was  the  youngest.  After  working  for  a  year  for  a  neighboring  farmer,  at  $4  a 
month,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tailor,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  embarked  in 
the  tailoring  business  on  his  own  a.ccount.  When  the  call  to  arms  was  heard  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  answer  the  summons  and  served  his  country  faithfully  for  a  year 
in  the  78th  N.  Y.  Regt.  After  the  war  was  over  he  returned  home  and  bought  a 
farm  near  Clarence,  where  he  spent  a  year  in  the  lumber  business.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  established  himself  in  the  boot  and  shoe  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, which  is  now  one  of  the  well-known  establishments  of  Buffalo.  In  1845  he 
married  Elizabeth  Neff  of  Williamsville,  and  an  onl}"  son  was  born  to  this  union, 
who  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven. 

Rohr,  Mathias,  Buffalo,  was  born  near  Treves  (Trier),  in  Prussia,  Februarj^  25, 
1840.  He  received  his  education  from  the  Normal  school  of  his  district,  and  after 
completing  his  schooling  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  number  of  years.  He  also  was 
quite  a  writer  and  contributed  numerous  articles  to  different  papers  and  periodicals. 
In  1868  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  had  been  in  Buffalo  less  than  twenty-four  hours  when  he  became  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  Central  Zeutung,  a  German  paper,  in  which  capacity  he  remained 
for  two  years,  when  he  became  editor  of  the  Daily  Volksfreund,  another  German 
paper,  occupying  this  position  for  fifteen  years.  At  this  date  he  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  Mr.  Rohr  is  now  manager  for  the 
German  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  and  president  of  the  Erie  Fire  In- 
surance Company  of  Buffalo. 

Lautz,  Charles,  Buffalo. — A  worthy  example  such  as  that  which  is  presented  in  the 
history  and  career  of  Charles  Lautz,  member  of  the  firm  of  Lautz  Bro.s.  &  Co., 
manufacturers  of  soap  and  glycerine,  the  product  of  which  finds  its  way  into  almost 
every  hamlet  in  the  United  States,  is  certainly  one  worthy  the  consideration  and 
imitation  of  the  young  men  of  the  present  day  and  generation,  being  as  he  is  a  cen- 
tral and  prominent  figure  in  the  industrial,  commercial  and  financial  history  of 
Buffalo,  Mr.  Lautz  was  born  in  Dieburg,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  about  eleven  years  of  age.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained by  taking  a  thorough  course  of  study  of  private  tuition  after  his  routine  duties 
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of  the  day  were  completed.  When,  in  1853,  the  small  acorn  of  the  present  business 
was  planted,  and  which  has  since  grown  to  a  gigantic  oak,  or  rather,  one  of  the  most 
formidable  of  its  kind,  he  was  assigned  to  a  most  responsible  position  over  which  to 
exercise  his  judgment.  That  he  proved  himself  adequate  to  the  occasion  is  best 
illustrated  by  his  subsequent  success  in  commercial  life.  Aside  from  the  above  firm, 
whose  name  has  become  a  household  word,  and  his  multifarious  duties,  he  is  one  of 
the  original  members  of  The  Lautz  Company,  extensive  workers  in  foreign  and 
domestic  marble.  A  new  departure  was  recently  introduced  by  this  company  which 
promises  to  become  one  of  the  largest  industries  among  those  of  our  commercial  pur- 
suits,  namely,  the  execution  of  interior  work  in  marble  of  large  public  and  private 
buildings.  A  member  of  this  company  is  now  scouring  the  lands  of  Italy  and  Africa 
in  quest  of  rare  and  unique  marble.  The  Niagara  Stamping  and  Tool  Works,  a 
large  and  flourishing  institution  for  the  manufacture  of  tinners'  tools,  is  another 
worthy  example  of  enterprise  into  which  he  has  been  instrumental  in  creating  life. 
Besides  doing  a  large  and  lucrative  home  trade,  the  company  is  steadily  attaining 
an  extensive  exporting  business.  The  Niagara  Starch  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Lautz 
was  one  of  the  original  projectors,  and  which  has  been  merged  into  The  National 
Starch  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  is  likewise  a  living  mon- 
ument to  his  indefatigable  efforts.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  National  Soap 
Makers'  Association,  to  which  he  was  twice  elected;  is  a  director  and  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee  of  the  Buffalo  Metropolitan  Bank,  where  his  counsels  and  ad- 
vice are  always  warmly  welcomed  by  his  associates  in  that  institution's  affairs.  He 
is  president  of  the  Niagara  Heights  Land  Company,  president  of  the  Long  View 
Driving  Park  Land  Company  of  Cleveland;  a  member  of  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers  of  the  United  States  and-a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Board  of  Trade. 
He  is  also  a  director  and  was  one  of  the  prime  promoters  of  the  Buffalo  and  Will- 
iamsville  Electric  Railway;  is  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Young  Men's 
Institute,  in  which  association  he  has  filled  the  executive  chair  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. The  Ellicott  Club,  composed  of  most  prominent  citizens  and  merchants  of  this 
city,  likewise  has  a  claim  on  him  as  a  member.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
Business  Men's  Association;  a  life'member  of  the  Fine  Arts  Academy;  life  member 
of  the  German  Young  Men's  Association  ;  charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus 
Singing  Society,  and  a  member  of  several  others.  Last  but  not  least  is  his  effective 
church  work,  to  which  he  is  ardently  attached  and  by  whose  members  he  is  held  m 
the  highest  estimation.  He  is  president  director  of  St.  Louis  parish,  and  has  filled 
that  honored  position  time  and  time  again  with  great  promptness  and  satisfaction  to 
all.  After  the  old  edifice  was  destroyed  by  fire,  which  was  ignited  by  the  burning 
of  Music  Hall,  he  was  one  of  the  visiting  committee  to  various  cities  on  a  tour  of  in- 
spection, to  obtain  plans,  etc. ,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  construction  of 
what  is  really  to-day  one  of  the  handsomest  structures  of  its  kind  m  this  State.  Just 
so  in  all  public-spirited  movements,  he  has  always  been  among  the  first  to  respond, 
and  in  matters  where  liberality  is  essential  he  is  never  backward.  The  benevolence 
bestowed  upon  the  poor  orphan  and  those  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life  is  never  for- 
gotten. In  addition  to  Mr.  Lautz's  many  enterprises,  considerable  attention  is  de- 
voted to  his  country  home — known  as  the  "  Amherst  Villa  " — which  is  unquestion- 
ably, and  expressed  by  those  having  visited  it,  to  be  among  the  finest,  best  equipped 
and  thoroughly  managed  farms  of  its  kind.    The  tract  of  land,  which  covers  about 
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300  acres,  is  pleasantly  located,  and  is  situated  in  the  historical  village  of  Williams- 
ville,  about  ten  miles  from  the  city  of  Buffalo.  When  he  purchased  this  property  it 
was  in  a  very  crude  state,  but  through  his  untiring  efforts  he  has  made  it  a  paradise 
of  farms.  Besides  his  handsome  private  summer  residence,  there  are  between  six- 
teen and  eighteen  other  buildings  upon  the  grounds.  These  are  used  for  dwellings, 
stables  for  cattle  and  horses,  storage  and  dairy  house.  ITpon  this  latter  he  takes 
just  pride  For  cleanliness  and  sanitary  arrangements  it  is  unsurpassed  and  worthy 
of  admiration.  Among  his  stock,  well  fed  and  carefully  housed,  is  a  beautiful  herd 
of  full  blooded,  registered  cattle.  In  order  not  to  allow  his  stock  to  diminish  or  be- 
come below  the  standard,  he  is  endeavoring  to  concentrate  one  of  the  most  complete 
herds  that  can  be  brought  together.  For  this  purpose  he  has  dispatched  an  agent 
to  the  Island  of  Jersey,  off  the  northeastern  coast  of  France,  with  instructions  to  pur- 
chase without  regard  to  cost,  the  finest  and  best  stock  obtainable.  Mr.  Lautz  resides 
at  384  Linwood  avenue — an  elegant,  roomy  mansion — where  all  the  pleasures  and 
comforts  of  city  life  may  be  taken  advantage  of  to  its  fullest  extent.  In  early  man- 
hood Mr.  Lautz  was  married  to  Miss  Susanna  Bensler.  She  is  an  estimable  lady 
whose  association  in  life  has  given  him  more  genuine  comfort  than  words  of  ours 
can  consistently  describe.  Mrs.  Lautz  is  unostentatious  in  her  demeanor  and  is  im- 
bued with  the  same  hospitable  traits  that  characterize  her  devoted  help-mate.  For 
want  of  space  we  can  but  sparingly  touch  upon  the  many  salient  points  of  the  history 
and  career  of  Mr.  Lautz,  but  we  think  enough  has  been  said  to  class  him  among 
Buffalo's  self-made  men.  In  short  he  added  materially  to  the  growth,  welfare  and 
repute  of  the  manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests  of  this,  ''The  Queen  City  of 
the  Lakes." 

Endres,  Matthias,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  resides,  of  German 
parents,  July  6,  1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  Buf- 
falo. He  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  served  four  successive  terms  in  the 
Assembly,  in  1888,  1889,  1890  and  1891,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Trade  and  Manufactures,  and  especially  interested  in  labor  measures.  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  Legislature  and  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  the  Assem- 
bly, was  nominated  for  senator  and  elected,  and  served  in  1892  and  1893.  Mr. 
Endres  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  attorneys  in  Buffalo  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  trial  lawyers  in  Western  New  York. 

Smith,  Preston  R.,  Buffalo,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  June  28,  1870.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  public  schools  and 
he  was  graduated  from  the  Bufialo  High  School  in  1891 ;  he  was  a  member  of  the 
first  class  which  took  a  summer  course  in  law  at  Cornell  University.  He  then  studied 
law  in  a  law  office  for  two  years  prior  to  entering  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Buffalo,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1894,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  LL.B.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
York,  in  January,  1895.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo  and  is  enjoying  a  good  and  growing  business. 

Fleischmann,  Simon,  Buffalo,  son  of  Emanuel  F.  and  Eliza  (Dessauer)  Fleisch- 
mann,  was  born  in  Iowa  City,  la.,  September  11,  1859.  He  removed  to  Meadville, 
Pa.,  when  a  child,  where  he  remained  until  1871,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
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Buffalo,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School  in  1879.  He  at  once  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  W.  C.  Bryant 
and  afterward  with  William  H.  Gurney,  finishing  his  studies,  however,  in  the  office 
of  Cleveland,  Bissell  &  Sicard,  the  firm  of  ex-President  Cleveland.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  October,  1882,  and  remained  in  the  office  of  Bissell,  Sicard  & 
Goodyear  for  one  year  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  for  four  years  associated  with 
Emory  P.  Close,  under  the  firm  name  of  Close  &  Fleischmann.  Mr.  Fleischmann  is 
a  musician  of  considerable  ability,  being  possessed  of  natural  gifts  in  that  respect ; 
he  has  been  organist  for  several  of  the  churches  of  the  city  and  is  at  present  organ- 
ist and  director  of  the  Church  of  Our  Fathers. 

Chace,  Henry,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Chace  of  Mayville,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  Mayville,  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y. ,  September  23,  1864.  He  obtained  his 
elementary  education  from  the  Mayville  Academy  and  was  graduated  from  Hobart 
College  at  Geneva  in  1886  with  the  degree  of  B.A.  After  graduating  he  removed 
to  Buffalo  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Williams  &  Potter,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1889.  He  immediately  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  1895  formed  a  copartnership  with  the  Hon. 
Benjamin  H.  Williams,  under  the  firm  name  of  Williams  &  Chace,  which  copartner- 
ship continued  until  Mr.  Williams's  health  failed  and  he  was  compelled  to  retire; 
since  that  time  Mr.  Chace  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  alone. 
Mr.  Chace  is  of  a  very  social  nature  and  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  societies.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Ellicott  and  University  Clubs.  He  was  married,  in  1887,  to 
Alice,  daughter  of  William  P.  Taylor,  a  well  known  business  man  of  Buffalo. 

Taylor,  Oscar  T.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  10,  1870,  the 
son  of  John  A.  Taylor  and  Margaret  (Simpson)  Taylor.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Titusville,  Pa.,  and  Olean,  N.  Y.  In  1886  he  entered  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  at  Washington,  Pa.,  and  was  graduated  June  24,  1890.  From 
June,  1890,  until  October,  1891,  he  acted  as  secretary  of  the  South  West  Pennsyl- 
vania Pipe  Lines  and  afterwards  as  a  special  accountant  of  the  pipe  lines  owned  by 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  In  October,  1891,  he  entered  the  Buf- 
falo Law  School,  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class, 
May  26,  1893;  also  taking  the  |100  prize  for  writing  the  best  thesis.  He  then  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Clinton  &  Clark,  as  managing  clerk,  in  which  position  he  re- 
mained until  September  1,  1895,  when  he  opened  an  office  of  his  own.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  March  30,  1894.  He  is  village  attorney  of  Depew,  having  been 
elected  to  the  office  April  5,  1897. 

Warhus,  William  Henry,  Buffalo.— The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
March  28,  1855.  His  parents  were  Frederick  W.  and  Josephine  (Krieg)  Warhus. 
His  father  came  to  Buffalo  from  Hanover,  Germany,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  his  mother  was  a  sister  of  Bonaventure  Krieg,  a 
well-known  business  man.  Until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age  young  Warhus  at- 
tended the  public  and  private  schools  in  Buffalo,  and  was  first  employed  as  office  boy 
for  Dr.  Blanchard.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
with  his  father,  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  his  father  and  himself  until  he  w^s 
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twenty-four  years  of  age.  Although  denied  the  benefit  of  a  collegiate  education,  the 
young  man  was  ambitious  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  going  to  New  York  cit}^  in  1879 
he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Samuel  C.  Mount,  esq.,  during  which  time 
he  made  his  home  with  an  aunt  living  in  the  metropolis.  After  six  months  he  re- 
turned to  Buffalo,  and  in  1880  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Messrs.  Humphrey  & 
Lockwood  and  was  soon  promoted  to  the  position  of  managing  clerk.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  January,  1885,  and  remained  with  his  preceptors  until  Decem- 
ber, 1888.  It  is  seldom  that  young  men  pursue  such  a  course  of  self-sacrifice,  dep- 
rivation and  determined  application  to  accomplish  a  desired  object  as  did  Mr. 
Warhus  in  obtaining  his  legal  education.  Beginning  by  studying  law  while  yet  at 
work  at  the  bench,  he  went  to  New  York  with  but  two  dollars  iu  his  pocket,  and 
worked  late  at  night  and  early  in  the  morning  cleaning  offices  for  his  board,  receiv- 
ing no  salary.  In  Humphrey  &  Lockwood's  office  he  attended  to  the  business  of  the 
firm  during  the  day,  and  for  seven  years  studied  alone  every  night,  denying  himself 
all  pleasures,  and  without  financial  aid  from  any  one.  Having  thus  obtained  the 
object  of  his  ambition  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  Mr.  Warhus  began  his  professional 
career,  which  has  been  marked  with  deserved  and  decided  success.  Persistent  in 
his  determination  to  secure  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  practice  of 
law,  success  attended  the  young  lawyer,  and  his  career  in  the  profession  marked  him 
an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  when  the  will  is  not  wanting,  even  against 
circumstances  the  most  adverse.  In  1889  Mr.  Warhus  formed  a  copartnership 
with  Thomas  Gary  Welch,  and  the  firm  opened  an  office  in  the  Law  Exchange. 
This  firm  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  until  dissolved  m  1893,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Warhus  has  been  alone  in  professional  work.  He  is  a  Democrat 
from  conviction  and  an  active  worker  for  the  party.  He  is  a  member  of  several 
social  clubs  and  organizations. 

Stein,  Jacob  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  and  EHzabeth  (Bower)  Stein,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  8,  1861.  After  completing  his  elementary  education  at  the 
public  schools  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  Seaver (afterward  Perkins  &  Seaver), 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar  he  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm  of  Seaver,  Marcy  &  Stein,  which 
copartnership  continued  for  one  year,  when  he  retired  and  joined  his  brother,  John 
A.,  under  the  firm  name  of  John  A.  &  Jacob  J.  Stein,  which  copartnership  still  con- 
tinues. Mr.  Stein's  practice  is  confined  chiefly  to  matters  pertaining  to  real  estate, 
loaning  of  money,  examination  of  titles  and  the  care  of  estates.  He  is  the  attorney 
for  the  Erie  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Clinton  Mutual  Savings  and  Loan  Association 
and  other  large  moneyed  corporations.  He  has  one  of  the  largest  practices  of  its 
kind  in  the  city. 

Scott,  Allen  D.  (deceased),  was  born  in  Springville,  Erie  county,  January  15,  1831, 
and  his  boyhood  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the 
district  school  during  the  winter  months;  he  also  was  a  student  at  the  Springville 
Academy  for  several  years,  and  completed  his  education  at  a  school  in  Lima,  N.  Y. 
After  leaving  school  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon.  Chester  Howe,  com- 
pleting his  studies,  however,  with  Hon.  Nelson  Cobb.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  year  1857.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
BUicottville,  then  the  county  seat  of  Cattaraugus  county.    He  was  soon  there- 
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after  appointed  surrogate  of  the  county  of  Cattaraugus.  In  1861  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Rice  &  Scott,  which  for  many  years  was  the  leading  firm  of  the 
county,  doing  a  large  and  successful  business.  In  1869  he  was  nominated  for  State 
senator  and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority.  In  1875  he  was  elected  judge  of  the 
county,  and  re-elected  in  1881,  serving  two  terras.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office  as  judge,  he  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ellicottville,  where 
he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  soon  thereafter 
associated  himself  with  the  well  known  firm  of  Sprague,  Morey,  Sprague  &  Brownell 
in  Buffalo.  After  severing  his  relations  with  that  firm  he  opened  an  office  in  Buffalo 
and  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  down  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  7th  day  of  March,  1897. 

Jenkins,  Walter  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Merrill  T.  and  Sarah  H.  (Rolphe)  Jenkins,  was 
born  in  East  Randolph,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  August  13,  1856,  and  moved  with 
the  family  to  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  county,  about  1872.  He  attended  the  Chamber- 
lain Institute  at  Randolph,  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  and  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  1876  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his 
father  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ,  whither  the  family  had  removed.  Mr.  Jenkins  remained 
in  his  father's  office  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Medina,  Orleans  county,  and  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Stanley  E.  Filkins.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1880  he 
moved  to  Olean,  N.  Y.,  and  began  active  practice,  becoming  a  partner  of  Hon.  Joseph 
M.  Congdon.  In  January,  1882,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  On  May  1,  1897,  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  Hon.  Joseph  V.  Seaver,  under  the  firm  name  of  Seaver  &  Jenkins.  Mr. 
Jenkins  was  secretary  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  one  year.  He  has  long 
been  prominent  in  cycling  matters  and  an  influential  member  of  the  L,  A.  W.,  and 
in  1897  was  elected  chief  consul  of  the  New  York  State  Division.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.  December  23,  1880,  he  married 
Emma  A.,  daughter  of  Phineas  Crouch,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Ruth  E  and  Margery  L. 

Williams,  Harry  D.,  Buffalo,  youngest  son  of  George  H.  and  Julia  (Barber)  Will-  - 
iams,  was  born  at  Hamilton,  Madison  county,  October  28,  1862,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo.  In  1879  he  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Swift,  Hawkins  &  Gibbs,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  at  Syracuse,  June  11,  1884.  Mr.  Williams  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  member.  In  1891  he  married  Louise 
C.  Skey,  daughter  of  Lawrence  Skey,  of  Port  Dover,  Ont. 

Brownell,  George  F.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  June  5,  1861.  When 
he  was  about  five  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  New  York  State  and  soon  there- 
after located  at  Medina,  Orleans  county,  where  he  received  his  elementary  education 
and  graduated  at  the  High  School;  he  also  attended  the  Lockport  Union  School  and 
the  University  of  Michigan.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Childs  & 
Pitts  at  Medina  and  after  graduating  at  the  Albany  Law  School  and  the  Law  De- 
partment of  Michigan  University  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883.  In  December  of 
that  year  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  office  of  Sprague,  Morey  &  Sprague. 
In  December,  1888,  he  became  a  member  of  that  firm  which  continued  under  the 


20 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


firm  name  of  Sprague,  Morey,  Sprague  &  Brownell  until  1894  when  Mr.  Morey  re- 
tired and  Mr.  Moot  joined  the  firm,  the  firm  name  becoming  Sprague,  Moot,  Sprague 
&  Brownell.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Hon.  E.  Sprague  in  1895,  and  the  ad- 
dition to  the  firm  of  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Marcy  in  1897,  the  firm  became  Moot,  Sprague, 
Brownell  &  Marcy,  which  firm  still  continues,  doing  a  general  law  practice  and  par- 
ticularly corporation  law.  In  May,  1897,  Mr.  Brownell  was  appointed  general  solicitor 
of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  with  headquarters  in  New  York  city,  but  continues 
his  connection  with  the  Buffalo  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Hotchkiss,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  though  still  a  young  man,  even  if  the  term  be 
narrowly  interpreted,  has  already  made  a  name  for  himself,  and  accomplished 
much  good  in  a  field  of  usefulness  cultivated  too  little  by  men  of  his  standing  and 
capacity.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  public  schools  and  in  Glidden's  Class- 
ical School  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y,,  going  from  there  to  Hamilton  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  He  secured  the 
much  coveted  Phi  Beta  Kappa  key,  besides  honors  in  literature,  oratory,  debating, 
Greek,  Latin  and  mathematics,  and  delivered  the  Latin  salutatory.  Three  years  after 
his  graduation  his  college  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
then  determined  to  study  law,  and  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  legal  procedure  as  early  as  possible,  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  clerk  in  the 
Surrogate's  Court  of  Cayuga  county,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  serving  two  years.  Mean- 
time, in  1888,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  in  1891  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  E.  L.  Parker  and  where  he  has  since  pursued  his  pro- 
fession. The  firm  of  Parker  &  Hotchkiss  has  risen  rapidly  in  both  influence  and 
volume  of  business  and  now  ranks  among  the  leading  commercial  and  banking  law 
firms  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  a  lecturer  on  the  law  of  personal  property  in 
the  Buffalo  Law  School.  He  has  contributed  numerous  articles  on  travel  and  muni- 
cipal government  to  the  magazines.  He  was  born  at  Whitehall,  Washington 
county,  N.  Y.,  September  7,  1864,  and  was  married  April  25,  1895,  to  Katherine 
Tremaine  Bush  of  Buffalo. 

Matteson,  Price  A.,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Elvira  (Brooks)  Matteson,  was 
born  at  Darien,  Genesee  county,  January  12,  1840.  He  was  educated  at  that  place 
and  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Houghton  &  Clark,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Buffalo.  In  1862  he  formed,  a 
partnership  with  Judge  Houghton,  which  partnership  was  carried  on  successfully  for 
four  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  practicing  alone.  In  1877  he  was  elected 
city  attorney,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years. 

Williams,  Charles  Howard,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Woodhull,  Steuben  county,  N.Y. , 
October  26,  1870,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Buft'alo  when  three  years  of  age. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  Grammar  School  No.  14  and  at  the  High  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887.  After  a  short  post-graduate  course  in  the 
High  School  he  decided  to  study  law  and  entered  the  office  of  Allen,  Movius  & 
Wilcox.  In  1890  he  commenced  the  law  course  m  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  in  June,  1892,  having 
been  previously  admitted  to  the  bar,  m  January,  1892.  Mr.  Williams  opened  an 
office  in  1895  with  Benjamin  F.  Folsom,  with  whom  he  has  since  been  associated, 
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Among  the  young  lawyers  of  the  Buffalo  bar  there  is  no  one  more  popular  than  Mr. 
Williams. 

Folsom,  Benjamin  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  February  1,  1870,  and  his  early  education 
was  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High 
School  in  1889.  After  leaving  the  High  School  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  en- 
tered the  Buffalo  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891,  and  then  took 
a  one  year's  course  at  Columbia  College,  at  New  York  city.  In  June,  1892,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  two  years  later  opened  an  office  in  the  White  building. 

Webster,  George  B.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  cit3^  March  8,  1859,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo.  After  leaving  school  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  Buffalo,  New  York  &  Philadelphia  Railroad,  acting  as  general  agent 
for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Bowen,  Rogers  &  Locke,  finishing  his  studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Bass,  Cleve- 
land &  Bissell.  In  1880  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Erie  county,  but  remained  m 
the  office  until  1883,  when  he  removed  to  Albany  and  was  engaged  in  the  Capitol 
Commissioners'  Department  until  1886,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1894  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Hodson, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hodson  &  Webster,  which  partnership  still  continues.  Mr. 
Webster  was  married  in  June.  1883,  to  Agnes  J.  Ovens. 

Bell,  Urban  C. ,  counselor  at  law,  Buffalo,  and  son  of  James  S.  and  Hannah  C. 
(Cusick)  Bell,  was  born  in  Poestenkill,  N.  Y.,  October  8,  1868.  He  removed  to 
Bradfordville,  Ky.,  with  his  parents,  when  three  years  of  age,  v/here  he  received  his 
first  schooling.  When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  Eureka  College,  at 
Eureka,  111.,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  honors.  He  then  deter- 
mined to  study  law  and  entered  the  office  of  Charles  A.  Barnes  at  Jacksonville,  111., 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1891.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Mt.  Sterling,  111.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  entered  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  was  graduated  in  1894  and  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1895.  Mr.  Bell  has  been  associated  in 
active  practice  with  the  firm  of  Ingram  &  Mitchell  since  the  organization  of  that 
firm  until  January  1,  1877,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  D.  Fitzgerald. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  one  of  the  best  known  attorneys  in  Buffalo,  having  been  in  active 
practice  for  more  than  twenty  years,  both  civil  and  criminal;  both  members  of  the 
firm  are  practitioners  in  the  United  States  courts.  They  occupy  offices  at  685  to  693 
Ellicott  Square  Building. 

Comstock,  Marc  Walker,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Marcus  L.  and  Ella  S.  (Walker)  Com- 
stock,  was  born  m  Buffalo,  January  14,  1866.  He  prepared  for  college  in  the  Buffalo 
Classical  School,  graduated  there  in  1884,  and  entered  Williams  College,  Williams  - 
town,  Mass.,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  where  he  graduated  in  1888.  For  one  year  after 
graduation  Mr.  Comstock  had  charge  of  the  department  of  mathematics  at  St.  Luke's 
Preparatory  School  for  Boys  at  Philadelphia.  In  1889  he  retnrned  to  Buffalo  and  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Bissell,  Sicard,  Brundage&  Bissell,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1891.  The  following  year  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  in  1894  formed  a  partnership  with  Edward  E.  Tanner,  esq.,  the  firm  so  formed 
continuing  in  active  and  successful  practice  to  the  present  time.    Mr.  Comstock  is  a 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Democrat  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  the  leading  social  and  liter- 
ary organizations  in  Buffalo,  and  is  prominently  identified  with  several  of  the  local 
benevolent  and  religious  interests. 

Sickels,  Frank  E.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  George  H.  Sickels  and  Almira  Morehouse, 
and  was  born  in  Albion,  N.  Y.,  July  12,  1860.  He  was  educated  at  the  Albion 
Academy  and  at  Rochester  University,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1880; 
he  then  went  to  Germany  and  entered  the  University  of  Gottingen,  where  took  a 
special  course  in  philosophy  and  civil  law.  Returning  to  America  in  1881,  he  began 
the. study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Isaac  S.  Signor,  of  Albion,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Albany  Law  School  in  1883,  being  valedictorian  of  his  class.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  March  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Fifth  Department,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  won  success  and  prominence  as  a  lawyer,  and 
as  a  citizen  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  all  worthy  movements.  For  several  years 
he  has  been  a  director  and  an  officer  of  the  Buffalo  Y.  M.  C.  A.  June  9,  1885, 
Mr.  Sickels  married  Annie  E.,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  C.  Lawrence,  of  Lafay- 
ette, Ind. ,  and  they  have  three  children:  Edward  F.,  Henry  Lawrence,  and 
Eleanor  M. 

Chester,  Carl  T.,  Buffalo,  was  born  m  Norwich,  Conn.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  ■ 
of  age  he  came  to  Buffalo.  He  attended  school  here  for  a  short  time  and  then  en- 
tered Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  He  then  began  the  study 
of  law  and  entered  the  Columbia  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1877.  He  then  entered  the  office  of  Bowen,  Rogers  &  Locke, 
acting  as  managing  clerk  for  two  years.  He  then  spent  some  time  in  Europe.  On 
his  return  he  opened  an  office,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
the  law.  Mr.  Chester  has  been  one  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Buffalo  Law  School  since 
its  organization,  as  professor  of  the  Law  of  Insurance. 

Patterson,  John  F.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Cookstown,  Ont.,  October  5,  1870,  and 
was  educated  at  the  Cookstown  High  School,  where  he  was  graduated  with  high 
honors.  He  then  became  a  resident  of  Buffalo  and  was  for  five  years  engaged  m  the 
wholesale  dry  goods  business.  After  three  years  of  preparatory  work  in  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Ullman,  Creamer  &  Uliman  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Erie  county  in 
1894.  He  immediately  formed  a  partnership  with  William  J.  Creamer  of  the  above 
firm  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  under  the  firm  name  of  Creamer  & 
Patterson,  which  firm  is  still  in  existence. 

Yeomans,  George  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Little  Valley,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1867,  He 
was  educated  at  Aurora  Academy,  Springville  Institute,  Buffalo  High  School,  and  in 
1890  was  graduated  from  Yale  College.  In  connection  with  senior  academic  work, 
he  took  a  one  year's  course  in  the  Yale  Law  School.  He  then  removed  to  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Wright  &  Hubbard,  remaining  for  two 
years,  and  on  May  11,  1892,  w^as  formaly  admitted  to  the  bar.  Shortly  after  being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  became  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Wright,  Hubbard  & 
Yeomans,  which  firm  continued  very  successfully  for  two  years,  when  he  retired  from 
the  firm  and  removed  to  Buffalo  to  join  the  firm  of  Humphrey,  Lockwood,  Hoyt, 
Green  &  Yeomans,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


23 


Duckwitz,  Ferdinand  .Herman,  Buffalo  son  of  Augustus  and  Louise  Donath  Duck- 
witz,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wheatfield,  Niagara  county,  N,  Y.,  on  the  11th  day  of 
August,  1858.  His  father  and  mother  emigrated  from  Stettin,  Germany,  in  the  year 
1853,  and  after  a  residence  of  five  years  in  the  city  of  New  York  they  settled  in  Ni- 
agara county  in  1858  on  a  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Duckwitz,  senior,  con- 
ducted a  nursery  and  sold  nearly  all  of  the  fruit  trees  in  that  part  of  the  county. 
During  the  war  his  father  was  provost  marshal,  and  in  1808  he  bought,  and  for  many 
years  thereafter  conducted,  the  largest  general  store  in  Niagara  county,  being  at  the 
same  time  farmer,  auctioneer,  insurance  agent  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Ferdinand 
remained  with  his  father  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  store,  and  attended  German  and 
English  district  schools  until  his  fourteenth  year,  when  his  father  sold  his  store  and 
also  agreed  that  his  son  should  stay  with  the  new  landlord  for  two  years  without 
compensation,  except  board  and  clothing.  This,  however,  did  not  exactly  meet  with 
the  views  of  his  son,  who  was  determined  to  go  to  college,  and  his  employer  being 
unexperienced  in  the  business,  and  appreciating  the  value  of  the  boy's  services,  was 
determined  to  retain  him,  and  so  he  secretly  agreed  to  pay  the  boy  $300  per  year  if 
he  remained,  which  he  did,  and  for  two  years  he  practically  carried  on  the  entire 
business,  doing  all  of  the  buying  and  fixing  of  retail  prices  and  keeping  the  books  for 
his  benevolent  employer.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  left  for  Buffalo,  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  his  father,  and  entered  Bryant's  Business  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  year  1875,  having  paid  his  own  expenses.  After  a  year's  journey 
through  the  west,  working  upon  the  farm  and  in  stores,  he  returned  to  Lockport,  N. 
Y. ,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law  (without  the  suggestion  from  any  one),  in  the 
law  office  of  Hon.  George  C.  Greene  (general  counsel  for  the  Lake  Shore  and  Mich- 
igan Southern  Railway),  and  remained  in  his  office  for  nearly  three  years.  In  con- 
nection with  his  studies  he  published  the  "  Lockporter  Deutche  Zeitung,"  a  weekly 
publication  in  the  German  language.  Was  insurance  agent  and  organized  fraternal 
and  beneficial  lodges,  with  the  result  that  he  not  only  paid  his  own  way,  but  saved 
up  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  take  him  through  college.  In  1879  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  Union  University,  and  was  graduated  on  the  24th  day  of  May, 
1880.  Mr.  Duckwitz  was  admitted  to  practice  as  attorney  and  counselor  at  law  in  all 
of  the  courts  of  this  State  at  a  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Third  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  of  New  York,  held  at  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y. .  in  the  month  of 
May,  1880.  On  the  19th  day  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  he  came  to  Buffalo  and 
opened  his  office  in  the  American  Block,  and  as  there  were  then  only  a  few  members 
of  the  Erie  county  bar  who  were  able  to  read,  write  and  speak  the  German  language, 
Mr.  Duckwitz  met  with  marked  business  success.  In  1881  Mr.  Duckwitz  formed  a 
copartnership  with  John  Burr  Perkins  (who  was  his  class  mate  m  college,  and  vale- 
dictorian in  the  class  of  1880),  under  the  firm  name  of  Duckwitz  &  Perkins,  and  upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Perkins,  two  years  later,  Mr.  Duckwitz  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Charles  K.  Robinson,  esq.,  under  the  firm  name  and  style  of  Duckwitz  &  Robmson, 
which  firm  continued  for  several  years,  and  then  Mr.  Duckwitzformed  a  copartnership 
with  William  Armstrong,  esq.,  which  was  dissolved  in  1889.  On  January  1,  1890, 
Mr.  Duckwitz  formed  his  present  copartnership  with  Wallace  Thayer,  esqf,  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  and  Frederick  S.  Jackson,  of  Holland,  N.  Y.,  under  the  name  and  style 
of  Duckwitz,  Thayer  &  Jackson,  who  have  their  offices  at  703  D.  S.  Morgan  Building. 
During  all  of  these  years  Mr.  Duckwitz  kept  the  same  offices  in  the  American  Block, 
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where  he  first  hung  out  his  shingle  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  continued  there 
until  all  of  the  tenants  were  obliged  to  remove,  Mr,  Edward  Michael  having  rented 
his  entire  premises  to  the  Adam,  Meldrum  and  Anderson  Company.  Mr.  Duckwitz 
is  considered  a  good  counsel,  an  excellent  business  lawyer,  and  being  associated  with 
Mr.  Thayer,  one  of  the  ablest  trial  lawyers  in  this  city,  and  Frederick  S.  Jackson, 
esq.,  a  young  attorney  of  the  highest  standing,  his  firm  is  one  of  the  strongest,  of 
what  might  be  called  young  attorneys,  in  the  city,  and  they  are  meeting  with  marked 
success  in  their  profession.  Notwithstanding  his  large  professional  duties,  and  his 
many  interests  in  real  estate,  Mr.  Duckwitz  has  devoted  much  time  to  charitable, 
religious  and  benevolent  institutions.  He  was  for  many  years  the  moving  spirit  of 
the  "  Mechanics  Institute,"  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  its  treasurer. 
Mr.  Duckwitz  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke's  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  was  for  many 
years  its  treasurer,  and  is  now  junior  warden.  Mr.  Duckwitz  is  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Ruling  of  "  The  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle,"  a  fraternal  corporation  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  its  supreme  trustees  as  well  as  grand  recorder  of 
this  State;  an  incorporator  of  "  The  Order  of  the  Iroquois"  of  Buffalo,  its  supreme 
counselor,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  laws  and  one  of  its  trustees;  a  member  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  "  Empire  Knights  of  Relief,"  of  Buffalo;  member  of  the 
"Royal  Arcanum,"  "  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,"  "  United  Friends,"  and  many 
other  fraternal  and  social  organizations.  Mr.  Duckwitz  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
of  the  most  pronounced  proclivities,  though  he  has  never  taken  any  especially  active 
part  in  politics;  he  is  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Repub- 
lican League.  He  never  hesitates  or  wavers  in  his  political  beliefs  and  actions,  al- 
though his  father,  who  died  March  23,  1895,  and  his  brothers  are  Democrats.  Mr. 
Duckwitz  was  married  in  the  city  of  Albany  to  Henrietta  Waldron  Springsteed, 
December  22,  1880.  Mr.  and  Mr.  Duckwitz  have  three  children  living;  Caroline 
Fackler,  Herbert  Springsteed,  and  Raymond  Waldron  Duckwitz,  who,  with  his 
wife's  mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Springsteed,  compose  his  pleasant  home  at  No.  278 
Hampshire  street.  Little  need  be  said  of  Mr.  Duckwitz's  characteristics  and  popu- 
larity. In  addition  to  what  will  be  gained  from  a  perusal  of  the  above,  he  is  at  all 
times  affable,  courteous  and  a  most  generous  gentleman,  always  ready  to  accommo- 
date and  assist  his  fellow-men,  and  his  professional  standing  is  of  a  most  enviable 
character. 

Newbrock,  William  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city.  May  19,  1869,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  prepared  for  college  at  the  Buffalo  High  School. 
He  entered  Cornell  University  and  was  graduated  in  1891,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  Law  Department,  in  1893,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  the 
same  year. 

Lewis,  Loran  L.,  jr. — Among  the  native  born  Buffalonians  who  have  been  promi- 
nent in  the  affairs  of  the  city,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  is  Mr.  Loran  L.  Lewis,  jr. 
He  was  born  October  30,  1864,  and  early  evinced  a  desire  to  acquire  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  after  attending  the  public  schools,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  After  graduation  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Lewis  &  Moot,  where  he  zealously  pursued  his  legal  studies  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1889.  Mr.  Lewis  was  graduated  from,  the  Buffalo 
Law  School  just  before  he  was  admitted,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B.    He  is 
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now  a  lecturer  in  the  same  school,  on  the  subject  of  Eminent  Domain.  In  July,  1889, 
he  became  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Lewis,  Moot  &  Lewis,  which  continued  until 
September,  1894,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  brother,  George  L.,  under 
the  style  of  Lewis  &  Lewis,  which  partnership  still  continues.  For  thirteen  months 
before  the  formation  of  the  firm  of  Lewis  &  Lewis,  he  was  city  attorney  for  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  which  position  he  resigned  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  his  private 
practice.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Ellicott,  Oakfield,  and  University 
Clubs.  He  was  married  June  12,  1889,  to  Anna  M.  Browne,  daughter  of  Irving 
Brown,  a  noted  law  writer  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Van  Pelt,  William  D.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Wilham  Van  Pelt,  of 
Williamsville,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  in  Williamsville,  November 
8,  1862,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place,  and  in  1882 
was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Box, 
Norton  &  Bushnell,  attorneys,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  from  their  office,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Buffalo. 

Brendel,  Henry  W. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  December  10,  1857.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  after  determining  to  study  law,  entered 
the  office  of  Hawkins  &  Fisher  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Delevan  F. 
Clark.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1879,  and  immediately  formed  a 
copartnership  with  Gen.  James  C.  Strong,  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profession. 
The  firm  was  most  successful  and  conducted  much  important  litigation.  In  1891  this 
partnership  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  and  Mr.  Brendel  has  since  carried  on 
his  extensive  practice  alone. 

Lawler,  Patrick  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Ireland  about  fifty  years  ago.  He  at- 
tended the  national  schools  until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
spent  one  year  in  a  model  school.  In  1865  became  to  America  and  located  m  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  remained  until  1876,  when  he  moved  to  Rochester,  and  the  same 
year  entered  the  law  office  of  D.  C.  Feely  and  finished  his  studies  in  Buffalo.  On 
October  10,  1879,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Rochester.  He  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  where  he  still  resides. 

Cloak,  John  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  August  1,  1858.  He  attended  St. 
Joseph's  College  and  was  graduated  from  there  with  the  class  of  1873.  Leaving  col- 
lege, he  entered  the  office  of  Gen.  John  C.  Graves,  began  studying  law,  and  was 
formally  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1880.  After  many  years  of  valuable  service 
in  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  clerk,  he  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  year  1887  and  opened  an  office  for  the  general  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  is  at  present  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Buf- 
falo bar. 

Gibbons,  Frank,  Buffalo,  son  of  Marshville  and  Augusta  F.  (Foote)  Gibbons,  was 
born  in  Franklin,  N.  Y.,  January  17,  1869.  He  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  '90,  and  after  graduating  he  determined  to  study  law.  He  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  office  of  F.  M.  Inglehart,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  October,  1892.  He  remained  in  that 
office  for  two  years  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  and  then  formed  a  copartnership 
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with  L.  D.  Wood.  In  the  spring  of  1896  Mr.  Pottle  joined  the  firm,  and  it  has 
since  been  known  as  Wood,  Gibbons  &  Pottle. 

Bacon,  Hiram  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Hiram  H.  and  Celestia  (Farnham)  Bacon,  was 
born  in  Rossie,  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  1863.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  in  1884  was  graduated  from  Ives  Seminary.  He  then  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  northern  part  of  New  York,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  also 
taught  in  Michigan.  In  1885  he  began  the  study  of  law  at  Grayling,  Mich.,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  that  State  in  June,  1886,  and  the  same  year  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1887  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  1893,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  has  since  resided  and  practiced.  He  is  a  proctor  in  admiralty.  Decem- 
ber 21,  1892,  he  married  Fannie  A.,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  Benkert,  of  Syracuse. 

Creamer,  William  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1865.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  accepted  a  position 
in  Cleveland,  O.,  where  he  remained  three  years.  He  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  studied  law  in  the  offices  of  Judge  Swift,  Judge  Brundage,  and  Sprague,  Morey 
&  Sprague.  In  January,  1888,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  has  been  in  active 
practice  in  Buffalo  ever  since;  first  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ullman,  Creamer  & 
Ullman,  and  now  and  for  the  last  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Creamer  & 
Patterson.    In  1886  he  married  Edith  J.  Clark. 

Douglas,  William  A.,  was  born  at  York,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  April  4,  1859. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  at  his  old  home  and  the  Normal  School  at  Geneseo, 
Livingston  county,  N.  Y.  After  graduating  at  the  Normal  School  he  removed  to 
Des  Moines,  la.,  where  he  taught  for  four  years.  He  then  returned  east  and  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  Columbia  Law  School  of  New  York  city,  and  also  entered 
the  School  of  Political  Science,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888.  The  same 
year  he  entered  the  office  of  Moot  &  Lewis,  afterwards  the  office  of  Allen,  Movius 
&  Wilcox,  and  later  was  managing  clerk  in  the  office  of  Bissell,  Sicard,  Brundage  & 
Bissell.  After  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1890,  he  opened  an  office  for  the 
general  practice  of  his  profession.  In  October,  1892,  he  married  Alice  C.  Hedstrom. 
In  November,  1894,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of  School  Examiners  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  which  office  he  continued  to  fill  till  his  resignation  in  November,  1896, 
on  account  of  his  appointment  as  receiver  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Spring- 
ville,  N.  Y. 

Rupp,  Charles  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  April  1,  1850.  He  was  compelled 
to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  begin  his  business  career,  which  was  as  a 
"  trotter"  for  the  old  Buffalo  City  Bank.  In  1868  he  entered  the  service  of  Henry 
Rumrill,  a  leading  contractor  and  builder,  as  bookkeeper,  and  by  hard  work,  ambi- 
tion and  industry,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business  in  1874.  The  firm  of  Rumrill 
&  Rupp  continued  until  1893,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  since  then 
Mr.  Rupp  has  conducted  the  business  alone  as  a  mason,  builder  and  contractor.  In 
1881  he  was  elected  alderman  for  the  Eleventh  ward,  serving  for  two  years,  and  in 
1890  he  was  appointed  civil  service  commissioner.  In  1894  he  was  appointed  police 
and  excise  commissioner  by  Mayor  Charles  F.  Bishop  for  the  term  of  six  years. 
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Becker,  Philip,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  a  town  on  the  Rhine,  of  German  parentage, 
in  1830.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after  passing 
his  examinations,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  to  France  for  a  two  years'  col- 
lege course.  In  1847  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Buffalo,  which  was  at  that 
time  a  small  city,  having  scarcely  more  than  forty  thousand  inhabitants.  In  1854  he 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  and  from  the  foundations  thus  laid  grew 
the  great  house  of  Philip  Becker  &  Co.,  which  is  to-day  one  of  the  largest  in  West- 
ern New  York.  In  1869  he  was  made  president  of  the  Buffalo  German  Insurance 
Company,  an  honor  which  has  been  conferred  upon  him  by  re-election  annually  from 
that  day  to  the  present  time.  When  the  city  and  county  had  resolved  to  erect  a  city 
and  county  hall,  Mr.  Becker  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  commissioners  on  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building,  which  has  long  been  a  source  of  great  pride  and  satisfaction  to 
all  Buffalonians.  He  put  his  best  efforts  into  securing  a  building  that  should  do 
honor  to  Buffalo,  little  dreaming  that  he  would  be  the  first  one  chosen  to  occupy  it. 
He  was  thrice  mayor  of  Buffalo,  was  a  presidential  elector  on  the  ticket  which  made 
Harrison  president  in  1888,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  which 
nominated  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  m  1876. 

Quackenbush,  James  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Brewerton,  Onondaga  county,  N.Y., 
April  11,  1868.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  there"  and  in  the  Syracuse  High 
School.  He  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School  in  1890  at  the  head  of  his  class, 
also  receiving  the  Daniels  prize  for  the  best  thesis  on  Constitutional  Law.  In  March, 
1891,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  In  January,  1895,  he  became  assistant  district- 
attorney  of  Erie  county,  which  office  he  resigned  in  January,  1896,  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  city  attorney  of  Buffalo.  In  1895  he  was  appointed  lecturer  on  the  Law  of 
Torts  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School. 

Petrie,  Sidney  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  May  25,  1856,  and  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Little  Falls,  N.  Y. ,  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  Hamilton  College 
in  1872,  where  he  graduated  and  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  June,  1876.  In  October, 
1876,  he  entered  Columbia  College  Law  School,  graduating  and  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  B.  therefrom  in  May,  1878,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  as  attorney, 
and  the  following  year  as  counselor.  During  the  year  1879-80  he  was  principal  of 
the  Little  Falls  Academy-Union  Schools.  In  1880  he  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  removed  to 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Petrie  was  one  of  the  first  fire  and  police  commissioners  of  Little  Falls, 
and  was  afterwards  recorder  of  that  city,  and  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Education. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Petrie,  Timerman  &  Pardee. 

Hoffman,  Richard  B.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Redwood,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.. 
June  7,  1861,  and  when  four  years  of  age  removed  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools.  In  1880  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  James  E.  Ford,  and  afterwards  the  office  of  Bass,  Cleveland  &  Bis- 
sell,  where  he  remained  until  1887,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since  then  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  several  civic  organizations.  He 
served  five  years  in  Co.  F,  74th  N.  Y.  N,  G.,  attaining  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
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Crangle,  Roland,  Buffalo,  came  from  Ireland  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen. He  was  born  in  1864  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  emigration  had  lived  with  his 
parents  on  a  farm.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  located  in  Buffalo  and  went 
to  work  on  the  docks  as  a  "lumber  shover."  He  subsequently  went  to  work  as  a 
freight  handler  in  the  freight  house  of  the  Erie  Railroad;  later  to  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S. 
R.  R.  Company  freight  house,  and  finally  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  freight 
office.  In  1888  he  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn.  In 
1892  he  was  graduated,  but  remained  with  the  firm  until  1894,  when  he  opened  an 
oiffce  for  himself.  Mr.  Crangle  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  School  of  Elocution 
and  is  a  forcible  political  speaker.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  11,  1892. 

Putnam,  Harvey  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Havre,  France,  September  21,  1863,  at 
which  place  his  father,  Hon.  James  O.  Putnam,  was  then  United  States  consul,  and 
came  with  his  father  on  his  return  to  his  home  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1867.  Since 
then  he  has  lived  in  Buffalo.  He  was  educated  in  the  High  School  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1883  at  Williston  Seminary,  Mass.  He  studied  law,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  January,  1887.  Mr.  Putnam  recently  resigned  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  Buffalo,  which  office  he  held  from 
March,  1888,  to  March,  1897.  During  his  term  of  office  he  did  much  towards  develop- 
ing the  merit  system  in  Buffalo.  He  was  quartermaster  of  the  65th  Regiment,  N.  G. 
N.  Y.,  from  June,  1888,  to  March,  1896.  He  represented  the  Thirtieth  Senate  Dis- 
trict as  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1894.  He  was  appointed  com- 
missioner of  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Charities,  as  the  representative  of  the 
Eighth  Judicial  District  on  that  board  by  Governor  Morton,  in  November,  1896,  and 
was  reappointed  by  Governor  Black  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  in  February,  1897. 
He  has  practiced  law  in  Buffalo  since  his  admission  to  the  bar. 

Haller,  Frederick,  attorney  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  April  8, 
1860.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  common  schools  of  his  old  home,  and 
he  there  also  learned  the  cigarmaker's  trade.  When  he  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age  he  removed  to  New  York  city  and  remained  there  for  eight  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  ot  Tracy  C.  Becker,  and 
afterward  took  a  full  course  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1890.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1891  and  immediately  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  In  May,  1896,  the  firm  of  Haller  &  Hancock  was  formed, 
which  copartnership  still  continues. 

Murphy,  Daniel  V.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1864.  He 
attended  the  Mt.  Morris  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  John  M.  Hastings,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo  in  January,  1889.  He  then  went 
to  Ithaca  and  took  a  full  course  in  the  law  department  of  Cornell  University,  gradu- 
ating therefrom  in  1890.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  and  was  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Humphrey,  Lockwood  &  Hoyt  until  January,  1892,  when  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  Chailes  H.  Avery,  and  subsequently  with  his  brother,  Joseph  M.  Murphy, 
now  constituting  the  firm  of  Murphy  &  Murphy. 

Cothran,  George  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Ro^-alton,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y. ,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1834.    He  obtained  his  early  education  at  his  old  home  and  in  1854  began 
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the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Phineas  L.  Ely,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1857.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  almost  four  years,  when  the  call  to  arms 
was  heard,  and  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  closed  the  door  of  his  office  behind 
him.  He  organized  Battery  M,  1st  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery  (called  Cothran's  Battery 
during  the  war),  and  served  for  about  two  years,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and  was 
compelled  to  return  home,  the  battery  serving,  however,  during  the  entire  war.  In 
1877  he  was  appointed  county  judge  of  Erie  county,  serving  for  one  year,  and  de- 
clined the  nomination  for  a  second  term.  In  July,  1879,  he  removed  to  Chicago, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  eight  years;  he  then  returned 
to  Buffalo  and  resumed  his  practice,  where  he  has  since  remained.  In  1875  he  edited 
and  published  the  sixth  edition  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  three  large  volumes,  the  index  to  which  was  as  near  perfect  as  an  index  could  be 
made.  In  1877  Baker  University  of  Kansas  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
LL.  U.  In  1880  he  edited  and  published  an  edition  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  which  has  been  revised  bi-annually  since,  and  is  a  standard  book 
in  use  by  the  profession  of  Illinois.  In  1888  he  wrote  a  volume  of  over  a  thousand 
pages  on  the  Law  of  Supervisors,  which  was  published  by  Messrs.  Banks  &  Bros., 
Albany,  and  is  still  a  standard  book  in  use.  In  1889  he  wrote  and  the  same  house 
published  a  volume  of  559  pages  of  the  Law  of  Assessors  and  Collectors,  which  still 
remains  a  standard  authority. 

Smith,  Philip  Sherwood,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  November  22,  1863.  He  is 
the  only  son  of  Hon.  James  M.  Smith  of  Buffalo  (for  ancestry  see  sketch  of  Judge 
Smith),  and  Margaret  L.  Smith.  He  received  his  education  at  the  Heathcote  School 
in  Buffalo  and  after  graduation  therefrom,  being  prevented  by  illness  from  enter- 
ing college,  he  completed  his  studies  under  private  instruction.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Marshall,  Clinton  &  Wilson,  of  this  city,  Mr.  Wilson 
being  his  brother-in-law.  After  admission  to  the  bar  in  1887  he  remained  with  the 
firm  until  the  death  of  Mr,  Wilson,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved.  He  then  asso- 
ciated himself  with  Charles  R.  Wilson  of  Buffalo  in  the  practice  of  law,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wilson  &  Smith,  the  firm  doing  a  general  law  business.  Mr.  Smith 
married,  in  1890,  Mary  L.  Cushing,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  Cushing,  a  merchant  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  James  M.  Smith,  jr.,  born  in  1891.  Mr.  Smith  de- 
votes his  leisure  time  to  literary  pursuits  and  pleasures  and  has  a  very  large  and 
valuable  library,  containing  numerous  treasures  in  the  way  of  rare  autographs, 
documents  and  early  printed  books.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  at- 
tends St.  Paul's  church,  Buffalo,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  church  matters.  He 
is  a  member  of  various  scientific  and  literary  societies,  among  others  being  a  Fellow 
of  the  American  Geographical  Society  and  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars. 

Schelling,  Albert,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  March  17,  1861,  and  after  obtain- 
ing a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  William  H.  Gurney,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  entered  the  office  of  his  brother,  Robert  P.,  as  managing  clerk,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  holds.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  6,  1884. 
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Burd,  George  B. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Navarre,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  April  21,  1862. 
In  October,  1887,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  after  completing  his  law  studies  at  the  I^aw 
Department  of  the  Michigan  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  that  year. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Michigan  in  1887  and  in  1889  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  New  York.  In  1890  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Edmond  Clossey,  which  con- 
tinued until  H.  H.  Bacon  joined  the  firm,  which  is  now  known  as  Burd,  Clossey  & 
Bacon.    July  14,  1892,  Mr.  Burd  married  Lillian  Hamling. 

Stone,  Thomas  R.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Leah  H.  (Jones)  Stone,  was 
born  in  Princess  Anne,  Maryland,  September  1,  1857.  Graduated  from  Washington 
University  in  July,  1876.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
law  office  of  John  W.  Cristfield,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  then 
went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  his  brother,  William  S.  Stone, 
who  was  at  that  time  assistant  attorney  for  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern 
Railway  Co.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in  Missouri  in  October,  1878,  and  en- 
tered into  copartnership  with  his  brother.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Colorado  and 
located  at  Alpine  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Albu- 
querque, New  Mexico,  where  he  resided  for  five  years,  practicing  his  profession  in 
both  places.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Kansas  City ;  while  located 
there  he  took  part  in  some  important  litigations.  He  remained  until  1892,  when  he 
returned  east  to  continue  the  practice  of  the  law. 

Cole,  Irving  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Covert,  Seneca  county,  N.  Y.,  September  21, 
1859.  He  attended  the  Union  School  in  his  native  place  and  Cook  Academy  at 
Havana  and  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  in  1883.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  January  of  the  same  year,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  his  brother,  Hon.  Fremont  Cole.  This  partnership  continued  until 
1890,  when  his  brother  removed  to  the  West,  and  his  younger  brother,  Elbert,  joined 
the  firm.  In  1894  the  firm  of  Plumley  &  Cole  was  formed,  of  which  he  is  still  a  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Cole  has  never  sought  political  preferment,  but  has  been  a  great  worker  in 
the  Republican  party;  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  in 
Schuyler  county  in  1892. 

Ely,  Fred  W. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Ellsworth  and  Maria  (Van  Horn)  Ely,  was  born  at 
Lockport,  N.  Y.,  May  18,  1869.  He  attended  the  public  schools  at  Lockport  until 
1884,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  continuing  his  studies  at  the  Buffalo  High  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1886  at  the  head  of  his  class.  The  next  four  years  he 
spent  at  Cornell  University,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  began  the  study  of 
law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1890,  and  two  years  later  received  the  degree  of 
LL  B.  from  that  institution.,  being  also  awarded  two  prizes  of  $150  each,  for  thesis 
and  class  standing.  While  in  college  Mr.  Ely  was  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi, 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Phi  Delta  Phi,  Greek  letter  societies.  Since  1892,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo. 

Farrar,  Hon.  Elbert  O.,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Mid- 
dletown  Springs,  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  June  17,  1850.  He  obtained  his  education  at 
Fort  Edward  (N.  Y.)  Institute  and  Troy  Conference  Academy.  After  graduation  he 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  H.  G.  Wood,  at  Fairhaven,  Vt.,  whence  he 
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removed  to  Dayton,  O.,  and  completed  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  ex-Congress- 
man L.  B.  Gunckel,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1875  at  that  city.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Syracuse  and  formed  a  partnership  vs^ith  Hon.  Thomas  G.  Alvord,  which 
was  carried  on  successfully  for  four  years.  In  1882  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
on  the  Republican  ticket  and  was  re-elected  in  1883.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law. 

Grosser,  Calvin  S. ,  attorney  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  Ohio, 
February  21,  1858.  He  attended  a  district  school  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Hopedale  College.  Later  he 
entered  the  University  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  and  after  graduation  from  that  honored 
institution  of  learning  he  taught  classics  and  mathematics  for  a  time  in  the  former 
college.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio  in  1885,  and  then  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  connected  himself  with  the  law  office  of  the  late  Milo  A.  Whitney.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  New  York  bar  in  March,  1886. 

Ingram  &  Mitchell,  attorneys  and  counselors,  Buffalo. — The  above  enterprising 
firm  was  organized  February  15,  1894.  The  firm,  composed  of  John  W.  Ingram  and 
Frederick  G.  Mitchell,  occupies  offices  at  Nos.  15,  16  and  17  Dun  building,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  marine  work  and  corporation  law.  They  are  experienced 
lawyers,  and  the  firm  is  enjoying  great  prosperity. 

Selkirk,  John  E. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Col.  George  H.  and  Emily  (Peabody)  Selkirk,  was  born 
March  12,  1871,  in  Buffalo,  where  his  grandfather,  John  H.  Selkirk,  settled  when  it 
was  a  growing  village.  John  H.  was  long  a  prominent  architect  and  builder,  and 
left  many  notable  examples  of  his  handiwork.  He  built  the  present  Buffalo  State 
Normal  School,  the  Delaware  Avenue  M.  E.  and  the  Calvary  and  Central  Presby- 
terian churches,  and  numerous  other  imposing  structures,  and  died  in  1879.  The 
death  of  his  wife,  Laura  A.  Holden,  occurred  in  1892.  Col.  George  H.  Selkirk,  born 
in  Buffalo  on  February  10,  1835,  first  studied  and  followed  the  art  of  sculpture,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  in  1861  enlisted  as  lieutenant  of  Co.  D,  49th 
N.  Y.  Vols.  He  served  four  years,  becoming  captain,  major  and  colonel  of  his 
regiment,  and  was  wounded  in  the  Wilderness  at  the  fight  called  the  "Bloody 
Angle."  After  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Buffalo  Express  for 
several  years,  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Park  Commission.  John  E.  Sel- 
kirk was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  in  1890,  read  law  in  his  native  city, 
with  Henry  W.  Box,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1894.  Since  then  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Frazine,  George  N.,  son  of  Newton  and  Emhialine  C.  (Hamilton)  Frazine, 
was  born  in  Sugar  Grove,  Warren  county.  Pa.,  August  25,  1860,  and  prepared  for 
college  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1879.  He  taught  school  from  1877  to  1882,  read  law  in  the  office  of  Brown  &  Stone 
at  Warren,  Pa.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  on  September  3,  1883.  He  then 
entered  the  law  department  of  Yale  College,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.,  cum  laude,  in  1884,  and  immediately  afterward  began  active  practice  m 
Warren,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  about  ten  years,  having  as  a  partner  from  March, 
1885,  to  September,  1893,  his  life-long  friend,  James  W.  Wiggins.    In  the  spring  of 
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1894  Mr.  Frazine  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  law- 
practice,  giving  special  attention  to  court  work.  September  26,  1889,  he  married 
Matilda,  daughter  of  Martin  Schaeffer,  of  Warren,  who  died  May  3,  1892,  leaving  one 
son,  Hamilton  Schaeffer  Frazine,  born  September  4,  1891. 

Lyon,  Henry  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  S.  and  Louisa  L.  (Dougherty)  Lyon,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  29,  1852.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  afterwards  entered  Cornell  University,  in  the  class  of  1872,  and  took  a  course  in 
civil  engineering.  In  1875  he  went  to  Utah  and  for  a  year  was  engaged  in  mining ; 
returning  to  Buffalo  in  1876  he  took  up  the  real  estate  business  in  connection  with 
local  engineering  and  surveying,  and  at  the  same  time  read  law  with  his  brother, 
William  W.  Lyon,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1884.  He  has  since  carried  on 
the  real  estate  business,  while  practicing  law  more  particularly  as  relating  to  real 
estate. 

Wheeler,  George  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  September  1, 
1856.  With  none  of  the  advantages  of  wealth  and  bereft  of  his  father  at  an  early 
age,  he  found  the  usual  difficulty  which  young  men  of  limited  means  and  high  ambi- 
tion experience  in  obtaining  a  college  education,  but  finally  was  graduated  from 
De  Veaux  College  in  1872,  an  institution  founded  by  Samuel  De  Veaux  in  1857  at 
Niagara  Falls  for  orphan  and  destitute  children.  Shortly  after  graduating  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Lanning  &  Willett,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  finishing 
his  studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Burrows  &  Viele,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  October  10,  1879.  He  immediately  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  in  general  practice 
with  marked  success.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Thursday 
Club,  being  one  of  the  orginal  few  that  organized  that  club,  and  is  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  De  Veaux  College  at  Niagara  Falls.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  married 
October  17,  1882,  to  Jennie  F.  Farrer,  of  Buffalo. 

Cunneen,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  near  Ennis,  Ireland,  May  18,  1848.  He  came 
to  America  alone  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  like  man^  others  of  his  na- 
tionality, embraced  the  rich  opportunities  here  afforded  to  rise  in  the  world  by  dint 
of  industry  and  talent.  He  obtained  his  elementary  education  in  private  schools  in 
Ireland,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  attended  for  a  time  the  district 
schools  and  Albion  Academy.  Having  secured  all  the  preliminary  training  his 
limited  means  could  afford,  he  settled  down  to  the  study  of  law  and  was  duly  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  January,  1874,  and  opened  an  office  at  Albion,  where  he  prac- 
ticed for  sixteen  years.  In  1890  he  sought  a  wider  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  legal 
talents,  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  became  associated  with  Hon.  William  F. 
Sheehan,  subsequently  lieutenant-governor,  Hon.  Charles  F.  Tabor,  attorney-gen- 
eral of  this  State,  and  his  present  law  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tabor. 
Sheehan,  Cunneen  &  Coatsworth.  In  1894  he  became  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Cunneen  &  Coatsworth,  his  present  firm.  His  well-merited  success  gained 
at  Albion  has  followed  him  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  been  highly  successful  and  en- 
joys a  lucrative  practice.  He  has  appeared  in  many  of  the  most  important  causes 
in  Erie  county  during  the  last  five  years,  and  is  recognized  as  an  honorable  lawyer 
of  marked  ability.  He  was  married,  January  26,  1876,  to  Elizabeth  A.  Bass  of 
Albion. 
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Coatsworth,  Edward  E.,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that 
city,  November  5,  1866.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo.  In  1884  he  determined  to  study  law  and  entered  the  office  of  Tabor  & 
Sheehan,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  January,  1888, 
when  he  became  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Tabor,  Sheehan  &  Coatsworth,  which 
partnership  continued  until  1890,  when  Mr.  Cunneen  joined  the  firm.  This  firm 
continued  until  1894,  when  the  present  firm  of  Cunneen  &  Coatsworth  was  formed. 

Milburn,  John  G.,  of  the  firm  of  Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn,  was  born  near  Sun- 
derland, England,  December  14,  1851,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Batavia,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Wakeman  &  Wat- 
son as  a  student,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1874.  In  1874  he  removed  to 
Buffalo,  opened  an  office  there  and  practiced  alone  until  August,  1879,  when  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Sprague  and  Mr.  Henry  W,  Sprague, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Sprague,  Milburn  &  Sprague,  which  lasted  until  September, 

1882,  when  Mr.  Milburn  removed  to  Denver,  Col.,  where  he  remained  until  June, 

1883,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  became  associated  with  the  Hon. 
Sherman  S.  Rogers  and  Franklin  D.  Locke,  under  the  present  firm  name  of  Rogers, 
Locke  &  Milburn.  Mr.  Milburn  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Buffalo  Library.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  safest  coun- 
selors at  the  Erie  county  bar,  and  has  been  engaged  in  some  of  the  most  important 
litigations  of  the  county. 

Desbecker,  Louis  E.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Samuel  and  Marie  (Weil)  Desbecker,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1871.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  after 
two  years  in  the  High  School,  entered  Harvard  University,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1892,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  then  took  a  full  course  at  the  New  York 
Law  School  and  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1894,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  June  of  that  year.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  office  of  Marcy  &  Close,  where  he  remained  for  fifteen  months.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1895,  he  associated  himself  with  Simon  Fleischmann  in  the  practice  of  law. 

Bennett,  Fred  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Judson  O.  and  Nancy  (Ta3dor)  Bennett,  was 
born  at  Evans,  N.  Y.,  September  9,  1862,  and  was  educated  at  the  academy  at  An- 
gola, N.  Y.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Gen.  John  C.  Graves,  and 
finished  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Welch,  jr.  In  October,  1884,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  June,  1887,  he  married  Emma  S.  Jones,  daughter  of 
George  H.  Jones. 

Falk,  Eugene  L.,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  November  3,  1865.  The  following  year  his  parents,  Samson  and  Doris  (Solo- 
mon) Falk,  moved  with  their  family  to  Buffalo,  where  Mr.  Falk  received  a  public 
school  education,  graduating  from  the  High  School  in  the  class  of  1885.  In  the  fall  of 
1885  he  entered  Columbia  Law  School  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in 
1887.  While  there  he  also  took  a  special  course  at  the  University  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  On  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  this  State  in  1887  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Buffalo  in  company  with  Charles  S.  Hatch,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hatch  &  Falk,  which  copartnership  continued  one  year,    Since  that  time  Mr.  Falk 
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has  been  successfully  engaged  in  general  practice  alone.  He  was  married  April  11, 
1893,  to  Miss  Harriet  Pauline  Wolff,  of  Buffalo. 

Seymour,  Henry  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Mount  Morris,  N.  Y.,  October  27, 
1849,  and  prepared  for  college  at  Mount  Morris  Academy.  After  one  year  in 
Dartmouth  College  he  entered  Cornell  University,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1871,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  also  received  one  of 
the  Goldwin  Smith  prizes,  then  deemed  the  highest  rewards  in  the  gift  of  the  uni- 
versity. After  a  season  of  study  and  travel  abroad  he  returned  to  Mount  Morris 
and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his  uncles,  McNeil  Seymour  and  George 
Hastings,  two  of  the  most  widely  known  lawyers  in  the  Genesee  Valley,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1874.  He  then  went  abroad  again  and  spent  over  a  year  in 
further  study  and  sight-seeing.  In  1876  he  returned  to  this  country  and  opened  an 
office  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  practiced  his  profession. 

Brush,  Henry  W.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  was  born  November  12, 
1868.  His  father,  Rev.  Jesse  Brush,  dates  his  ancestrj^  from  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Long  Island.  Henry  Brush  obtained  his  early  education  at  Morgan 
High  School,  Clinton,  Conn.,  from  which  place  he  was  graduated  in  1885.  In  the 
following  year  he  entered  Columbia  College,  New  York  city,  where  he  pursued  a 
course  of  study,  leaving  during  the  sophomore  year.  He  served  for  two  years  in  the 
office  of  Hoppin  &  Talbot,  and  attended  the  Columbia  Law  School  during  1888  and 
1889.  He  afterward  entered  the  office  of  Vandusen  &  Martin,  in  Mayville,  N.  Y., 
continuing  his  studies  until  March,  1890,  when  he  was  formally  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  Rochester.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo  and  secured  a  position  with  Green  & 
Marcy,  and  was  also  associated  with  Jonathan  L.  Slater  for  two  years.  In  1896  the 
firm  of  Brush  &  Strong  was  formed.  Mr.  Brush  is  a  bright,  energetic  attorney, 
whose  knowledge  of  law  has  contributed  largely  to  the  marked  success  of  the  firm 
of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Kellogg,  Ralph  A.,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Justice  S.  Alonzo  and  Susan  (Averill)  Kel- 
logg, was  born  in  Clinton  county.  He  entered  Harvard  College  and  received  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  with  the  class  of  1888.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  entered  Har- 
vard University  Law  School,  where  he  was  a  student  for  three  years,  and  received 
the  degree  of  A.M.  and  LL.B.  He  w^as  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
and  after  studying  for  a  year  in  the  office  of  Weeds,  Smith  &  Conway,  moved  to 
Buffalo  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Edward  C.  Mason  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mason  &  Kellogg,  which  partnership  still  continues. 

Lewis,  Edward  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Alden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  July  2.  1871. 
He  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  after  a 
thorough  course  at  Cornell  University  went  to  Berlin  and  was  a  student  at  the  Ber- 
lin University  for  almost  two  years.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  entered  the  office  of 
Lewis,  Moot  &  Lewis,  and  later  the  office  of  Humphrey,  Lockwood  &  Hoyt,  per- 
fecting and  finishing  his  legal  studies  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  graduated  in  May,  1892,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1893. 
He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  has  already  established 
himself  as  one  of  Buffalo's  leading  business  men. 

Howard,  Frederick,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  September  12,  1855, 
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and  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  five  children  (three  of  whom  are  living,  the  other 
two  being  Mrs.  Stella  E.  Goddard  and  Albert  Howard)  of  Marcus  A.  and  Maria 
(Whitney)  Howard,  who  came  to  Erie  county  from  Wardsboro,  Vt.,  about  1848.  The 
father,  a  carpenter  and  builder  by  trade,  died  in  July,  1871,  aged  sixty-two;  the 
mother  still  survives  at  the  age  of  over  eighty,  Mr.  Howard,  when  three  years  old, 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Elma,  Erie  county,  where  he  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  He  also  took  a  course  at  Aurora  Academy,  taught 
school  one  winter,  and  in  1874  came  to  Buffalo,  where,  in  January,  1875,  he  became  a 
student  at  law  in  the  office  of  Milo  A.  Whitney.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before 
the  Supreme  Court  in  April,  1878,  and  remained  in  Mr.  Whitney's  office  until  1883, 
becoming  his  partner  in  1880  under  the  firm  name  of  Whitney  &  Howard.  Mr. 
Howard  practiced  alone  from  1883  to  January,  1888,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership 
with  Hon.  Myron  H.  Clark,  which,  as  Howard  &  Clark,  still  continues.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  and  is  recognized  as  an  able 
and  painstaking  lawyer.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  and  loyal  Republican,  and 
a  member  of  the  Good  Government  Club.  He  is  a  trustee  and  secretary  of  the 
Children's  Aid  Society  (properly  known  as  the  Newsboys'  and  Bootblacks'  Home), 
and  for  several  years  was  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum.  He  has  been 
connected  with  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Buffalo  since  its  organization, 
being  one  of  its  orginal  members.  October  25,  1881,  he  married  Harriet  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Moses  T.  Mabie,  a  well  known  shoe  dealer,  of  Buffalo.  She  died  De- 
cember 29,  1896,  leaving  two  daughters,  Marion  and  Ruth. 

Clark,  Myron  H.,  Buffalo,  the  oldest  and  only  surviving  son  of  Elon  Clark  and 
Julia  F.  Standart,  his  wife,  was  born  June  20,  1853,  in  Elma,  Erie  county,  where  he 
has  always  resided.  His  mother's  grandfather,  Captain  Standart,  married  a  niece  of 
John  Hancock,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Mr.  Clark's  paternal 
great-grandfather,  Henry  Clark,  sr.,  born  November  27,  1767,  was  an  early  settler  of 
of  Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y.,  his  son,  Henry,  jr.,  being  born  there,  in  Hoosac,  July 
7,  1797.  Elon  Clark,  son  of  Henry,  jr.,  was  also  born  there  April  18,  1822,  came  to 
Erie  county  with  his  father  when  ten  years  old,  and  first  settled  at  Holland,  but  after- 
wards moved  to  near  Town  Line  in  the  town  of  Lancaster.  Elon  Clark  manufac- 
tured lumber  and  also  the  wood  work  for  the  old  Ketchum  &  Howard  mowers  and 
reapers.  He  died  in  June,  1856.  Myron  H.  Clark  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  and  in  March,  1871, 
was  graduated  from  Bryan  &  Stratton's  Business  College  in  Buffalo.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering  until  1879,  when  he  began  the  study  of  the  law  in 
Buffalo  with  Milo  A.  Whitney,  with  whom  he  remained  two  and  one-half  years.  He 
completed  his  legal  studies  with  Charles  F.  Taber,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April, 
1883,  and  at  once  formed  a  copartnership  with  Frederick  Howard,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Howard  &  Clark,  which  still  continues.  Mr.  Clark  has  won  success  in  the 
general  practice  of  his  profession.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent  and  active  Repub- 
lican, and  was  clerk  of  the  Erie  County  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1881,  supervisor  of  the 
town  of  Elma  in  1886  and  1887,  chairman  of  the  board  in  the  latter  year,  and  member 
of  ths  State  Legislature  from  the  fifth  assembly  district  of  this  county  in  1892.  In  the 
Assembly  he  was  a  member  of  the  judiciary  and  excise  committees.  He  has  long  been 
a  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Elma  M.  E.  church  and  is 
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president  of  the  Elma  Cemetery  Association.  May  24,  1876,  Mr.  Clark  married  Mary 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Alonzo  C.  Bancroft,  of  Elma,  and  their  children  are  Russell  B., 
Elon  B.,  Myron  A.,  and  Ruth. 

Box,  Henry  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  England,  April  23,  1836;  when  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  America  and  began  his  legal  studies  under  Judge  Collins  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  New  York  State,  and  for  two  years 
practiced  alone;  then  the  late  William  H.  Gurney  became  his  partner,  which  partner- 
ship continued  for  five  years;  then  the  firm  became  Box  &  Perkins,  and  later  Box^ 
Hatch  &  Norton,  which  partnership  continued  until  Judge  Hatch  was  elevated  to  the 
bench ;  subsequently  the  firm  became  Box,  Norton  &  Bushnell,  which  partnership 
continues  to  this  time.    Mr.  Box  married  Mary  M.  Peabody  of  Buffalo. 

Talcott,  Fred  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Durhamville,  N.  Y.,  October  6,  1859.  He 
moved  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  the  following  year,  and  has  lived  there  ever  since. 
He  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  His  first  business  experience  was 
in  the  news  and  confectionery  business.  He  remained  in  this  business  for  three  years, 
/.  e.,  until  1879,  when  he  sold  out  and  accepted  a  position  which  was  offered  him  by  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Co.  He  began  his  career  as  a  railroad 
man  in  the  capacity  of  impression  clerk.  He  has  continued  uninterruptedly  in  the 
service  of  the  railway  company  since  that  time,  having  passed  all  the  clerical  posi- 
tions, and  is  now  contracting  freight  agent  of  the  company,  with  headquarters  in 
Buffalo. 

Alexander,  De  Alva  Stanwood,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Richmond,  Me.,  July  17,  1846. 
He  entered  the  army  in  1862  and  served  three  years,  after  which  befitted  for  college 
at  Edward  Little  Institute,  Auburn,  Me.,  and  was  graduated  from  Bowdom  College 
in  1870,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Three  years  later  he  received  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  On  leaving  college,  he  located  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  studied  law 
with  Hon.  Joseph  McDonald,  and  afterwards  practiced  in  partnership  with  Hon. 
Stanton  J.  Peelle,  now  judge  of  the  Court  of  Claims  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In  1881 
Mr.  Alexander  was  appointed  by  President  Garfield  an  auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment at  Washington,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1885,  when  he  settled  in 
Buffalo,  forming  a  law  partnership  with  his  college  classmate,  Hon.  James  A. 
Roberts,  at  present  comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  the  campaign  of  1888 
he  served  as  secretary  to  President  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  in  May,  1889,  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  attorney  for  the  Northern  District  of  New  York.  His  succes- 
sor was  appointed  in  December,  1893.  In  November,  1896,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Fifty-fifth  Congress.  Mr.  Alexander  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  having  served  during  his  residence  in  Washington  as  commander  of 
the  Department  of  the  Potomac.  He  is  an  able  lawyer,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
a  man  of  broad  culture  and  experience. 

Hawley,  Lucian,  Buffalo,  was  born  November  8,  1818,  in  Moreau,  Saratoga  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1837  moved  to  Buffalo,  which  he  has  ever  since  claimed  as  his  resi- 
dence. He  was  educated  in  Glens  Falls  and  in  Buffalo,  and  read  law  in  the  latter 
city  with  Fillmore  &  Haven,  of  which  the  senior  member  was  afterward  president  of 
the  LTnited  States.  Mr.  Hawley  remained  with  this  firm  until  his  admission  to  the 
bar  in  November,  1844,  acting  as  their  managing  clerk ;  he  then  entered  upon  active 
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practice,  first  in,  copartnership  with  Isaiah  T.  Williams,  and  also  in  1846  with  Nelson 
K.  Hopkins,  the  firm  name  being  Williams,  Hopkins  &  Hawley.  In  1847  this  firm 
dissolved  and  Mr.  Hawley  associated  himself  with  his  brother,  Seth  C,  until  1849, 
when  he  was  appointed  deputy  collector  of  customs  for  this  district.  From  1853  to 
1865  he  was  at  various  times  managing  clerk  in  the  law  office  of  John  Ganson,  travel- 
ing collector  for  Pratt  &  Co.,  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser  Publishing 
Company,  and  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Agricultural  Machine  Works.  For  eleven 
years  from  1865  to  1876  he  was  engaged  in  the  U.  S.  internal  revenue  service,  being 
appointed  by  President  Grant,  in  1873,  supervisor  of  internal  revenue  of  this  State 
with  headquarters  in  New  York  city.  In  this  capacity  he  was  largely  instrumental 
in  procuring  the  downfall  of  the  famous  "  whisky  ring."  which  originated  at  St. 
Louis,  but  which  extended  all  over  the  country.  This  occurred  in  1875.  Mr.  Haw- 
ley had  charge  of  the  raid  at  St.  Louis,  and  through  him  and  other  Federal  officers 
the  government  indicted  238  persons  and  brought  into  court  about  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  seized  property.  He  resigned  in  February,  1876,  but  by 
request  remained  in  office  until  May,  when  he  returned  to  Bufi:alo,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  managing  estates,  etc.,  and  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  He  is  a  man 
of  the  highest  integrity,  respected  by  all,  and  possessed  of  broad  experience.  In 
every  capacity  he  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  and  trusts  reposed  in  him. 
Mr.  Hawley  has  been  three  times  married;  first  to  Irene  Burt  Leech,  of  Buffalo,  on 
April  19,  1848;  second  to  Helen  Goodrich,  of  Glens  Falls,  on  January  16,  1857;  and 
third  to  Lida  Williams  Jennings,  of  Lockport,  Niagara  county,  on  December  18, 
1877.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  son.  George  B.,  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
plumbers' supplies,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  a  daughter,  Irene  B.  (Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Jennings),  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Hazel,  John  R.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  December  18,  1860.  After  com- 
pleting his  elementary  education  at  the  public  schools,  he  determined  to  study  law 
and  entered  the  office  of  John  C.  Fullerton,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  April,  1882.  He  was  then  admitted  into  the  firm  of  Fullerton, 
Becker  &  Hazel,  which  copartnership  lasted  for  eight  years,  when  he  retired  to  join 
Frank  A.  Abbott,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hazel  &  Abbott,  which  copartnership 
still  continues.  Mr.  Hazel  has  been  for  the  past  five  years  Republican  State  com- 
mitteeman. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  of  1896,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  receivers  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  having  been  appointed  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Lewis,  George  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Loran  L.  and  Charlotte  (Pierson)  Lewis,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  31,  1857.  After  receiving  a  common  school  education 
he  took  a  preparatory  course  of  three  years  at  Professor  Briggs's  private  school  and 
was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1879.  He  then  determined  to  study  law  and 
entered  the  office  of  his  father,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Ellicott  Club,  the  University  Club 
and  the  Country  Club. 

Rogers,  Sherman  Skinner,  Buffalo,  has  been  prominent  at  the  bar  of  Western 
New  York  for  over  forty  years,  coming  to  Buffalo  in  1854.  He  began  the  study  of 
law  at  an  early  age  and  was  engaged  in  practice  before  young  men  nowadays  have 
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received  their  diplomas.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Rogers  was  a  Democrat  in  political  be- 
lief, but  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  became  a  Republican  and  has  so  remained. 
In  1875  he  was  elected  State  senator  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a  senatorial 
candidate  in  that  district.  The  following  year  he  was  elected  lieutenant-governor 
on  the  ticket  headed  by  E.  D.  Morgan.  January  6,  1858,  he  married  Christina 
Cameron  Davenport  of  Bath,  N.  Y. 

Schattner,  Joseph  P.,  attorney  at  law,  Buffalo,  secured  a  great  advantage  by  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  his  majority,  so  that  now,  though  only  thirty-seven  years  of 
age,  he  has  spent  nearly  half  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  the  law.  He  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, August  5,  1859,  and  was  educated  in  St.  Mary's  parochial  school  of  that  city. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered  the  grocery  store  of  Messrs.  A.  G.  Heckell  & 
Co.  as  an  errand  boy,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  after  which  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  A.  Bartholomew,  where  he  remained  until  1881,  at  which  time  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession.  Mr.  Schattner  is  a  prominent  member  of  many  societies  and 
clubs,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  but  has  never  held  a  political  office. 

Brush,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  C.  and  Hannah  H.  (Bull)  Brush,  was 
born  July  4,  1844,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo.  The  firm  of 
which  he  is  a  member  is  an  outgrowth  of  A.  &  W.  C.  Brush,  manufacturers  of  build- 
ing brick,  who  were  established  in  1848.  The  firm  of  Brush  Bros,  was  organized  in 
1886.  Mr.  Brush  has  been  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  brick  from  boyhood 
and  is  a  live,  pushing  busmess  man. 

Bloomer,  Charles  A.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y. ,  born  in  1818, 
and  is  one  of  Buffalo's  most  respected  citizens.  He  is  a  practical  millwright  and 
more  than  forty  years  ago  was  superintendent  and  manager  for  the  late  Stephen 
Whitney  of  New  York,  having  under  his  charge  fourteen  large  flouring  mills,  located 
at  Oswego,  Rochester  and  Black  Rock.  Mr.  Bloomer,  though  well  along  in  years, 
yet  retains  much  of  his  former  activity  and  vivacity  and  is  as  full  of  enterprise  and 
spirit  as  most  men  of  forty.  He  has  performed  his  lull  share  in  the  building  up  of 
Buffalo's  commerce  and  is  as  much  interested  in  all  that  promises  further  develop- 
ments as  ever.  Mr.  Bloomer  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  also  president  of 
the  Exchange  Elevator  Co. 

Holmes,  Britain,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  March  13,  1822.  In  1852  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  machinery,  especially  of  bar- 
rel and  woodworking  machinery,  in  company  with  his  brother.  They  now  employ  a 
large  force  of  men.  January  1,  1861,  Mr.  Holmes  married  EUeanor  Childs  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

Grove,  Benjamin  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Rockford,  111.,  November  26, 
1854.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1870,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School 
m  1873.  He  entered  Cornell  University  in  1875,  where  he  pursued  a  course  in  the 
liberal  arts.  He  was  a  diligent  student  and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1877,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  at  this  time  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo  and  was  graduated  in  1880.  He  then  spent  some  time  in  spe- 
cial study  in  London,  Paris,  Berlin  and  Vienna.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession.    Dr.  Grove's  practice  is  confined  to  the  diseases  of  the  eye 
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and  ear.  He  is  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Masonic  order  and 
of  various  medical  societies. 

Tillinghast,  James  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Brownville,  Jetferson  county,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1844.  He  received  his  education  in  private  and  public  schools  and  Rome 
Academy,  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  completed  his  education  at  the  Fort  Edward  Colle- 
giate Institute,  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.  He  commenced  work  as  a  clerk  in  his 
father's  office  on  the  Northern  Railway  of  Canada,  Toronto,  Ont.,  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1858,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  took  up  the  study  of  telegraphy  as  an 
amusement,  having  no  idea  at  the  time  that  it  was  to  become  the  work  of  his  life. 
In  October,  1861,  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  as  an  operator;  while  engaged  in  that  capacity  his  time 
was  largely  taken  up  with  the  handling  of  cipher  dispatches  passing  between  the 
western  armies  and  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  and  his  duties  became  so 
exacting  and  severe  that  his  health  failed,  and  in  the  winter  of  1863-64  his  physician 
advised  him  to  abandon  the  work.  In  January,  1864,  he  removed  to  Madison,  Ind., 
as  manager  of  that  office.  His  health  having  been  restored,  he  came  to  Buffalo  in 
April,  1865,  as  assistant  manager.  In  May,  1865,  he  was  sent  to  Erie,  Pa.,  as  man- 
ager of  the  office  in  that  place,  but  resumed  his  position  as  assistant  manager  in  Buf- 
falo in  October  of  the  same  year,  and  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Buffalo  office 
in  January,  1870,  and  has  occupied  the  position  continuously  since  that  date.  In 
1868  D.  H.  Craig,  general  agent  of  the  New  York  Associated  Press,  formed  a  rival 
association  and  together  with  several  agents  of  the  old  association,  left  it  without 
notice.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  J.  W.  Simonton,  the  successor  of  Mr,  Craig,  was  to 
appoint  Mr.  Tillinghast  as  agent  at  Buffalo,  with  full  charge  of  the  service  west 
and  south  of  that  point,  clothed  with  carte  blanche  authority.  The  position  was 
accepted  as  a  temporary  one  and  he  was  for  the  time  being  relieved  of  his  duties 
with  the  Western  Union  Company.  For  six  weeks  he  fought  the  battle  for  the 
Associated  Press,  and  the  Craig  Association  having  been  beaten,  he  resumed  his 
duties  as  manager.  For  the  services  performed  for  the  Associated  Press  he  re- 
ceived a  vote  of  thanks  of  the  executive  committee  of  that  association  and  a  per- 
sonal letter  from  every  member  of  the  committee,  praising  his  work  in  the  highest 
terms.  The  period  referred  to  has  been  the  only  break  in  the  service  of  the  West- 
ern Union  Company  since  he  first  joined  the  ranks  in  Pittsburg  in  1861.  Preferring 
Buffalo  as  a  place  of  residence,  he  has  declined  offers  of  promotion  and  employ- 
ment elsewhere.  He  is  the  only  son  of  James  Tillinghast,  whose  name  is  so  closely 
associated  with  the  N,  Y.  C.  &  H,  R.  Railroad,  ^nd  is  a  descendant  of  Pardon  Til- 
Imghast,  who  settled  in  Providence,  R,  L,  in  1642.  He  has  one  son  by  his  first  wife, 
Rev.  James  D.  Tillinghast,  a  minister  of  the  Universalist  church,  stationed  at 
Providence,  R,  I.  He  married  Sarah  Dannals  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  October  6,  1863. 
She  died  September  20,  1866,  and  he  married  Mrs.  Anna  Kelley  of  Lockport,  N.Y., 
February  1,  1868;  she  died  July  14,  1875;  he  married  Anna  Bergmann,  at  Erie,  Pa., 
August  26,  1896. 

Burtis,  Peter  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  and  Grace  E.  (Phillips)  Burtis, 
was  born  in  Chenango  county.  N.  Y.,  April  24,  1845.  His  parents  removed  to  Buf- 
falo in  1848,  where  he  received  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  and  private 
schools.  He  was  variously  employed  until  1871,  when  he  became  connected  with 
the  Howard  Iron  Works,  of  which  he  is  now  president. 
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Krug,  J.  F.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  on  the  21st  of  October,  1850,  in  the  city  of 
Plan,  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  a  province  of  Germany,  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  also  attended  a  private  institution.  He  came  to  America  at  the  close 
of  the  Franco-Prussian  war  in  the  year  1871,  coming  direct  to  Buffalo.  His  father 
being  an  artist  by  profession  and  having  acquired  the  art  from  him,  Dr.  Krug  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  for  some  time.  He  afterward  removed  to  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Drs.  Charles  Boynton  and  Joseph  Eastman,  who 
induced  him  to  take  up  the  study  of  medicme.  After  carefully  considering  their 
proposition,  he  determined  to  follow  their  advice,  and  accordingly  entered  the  Indi- 
ana Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879.  Returning  to  Buffalo 
the  same  year,  he  established  himself  on  Broadway  for  the  general  practice  of  his 
profession.  Dr.  Krug  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Erie 
County  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  has  also 
served  as  district  health  physician. 

Fenton.  Clarence  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  m  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  28,  1857. 
After  obtaining  from  the  public  and  high  schools  a  liberal  education,  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Erie  Preserving  Co.,  of  which  his  father  was  president.  This  com- 
pany was  incorporated  in  1874.  Mr.  C.  M.  Fenton  thoroughly  mastered  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  art  of  food  preservation  and  gradually  worked  himself  up  to  the  position 
he  now  occupies  of  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  company.  He  has  in- 
vented many  labor  saving  devices  and  new  processes,  and  the  goods  which  are  sent 
out  under  his  management  go  into  forty  of  the  United  States,  to  Canada,  South 
America  and  Great  Britian.  His  success  is  largely  owing  to  the  scientific  bent  of  his 
mind,  added  to  his  talent  for  successfully  managing  large  bodies  of  working  people. 
His  company  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  United  States  devoted  to  this  branch 
of  industry.  It  has  factories  at  Brant,  Farnham,  Lockport  and  Orchard  Park  in  New 
York  State,  and  also  a  factory  at  St.  Catharines,  Canada,  and  employs  over  a  thou- 
sand people.  Mr.  Fenton  was  married  March  11,  1884,  to  Cora  W.  Battelle  of  Boston, 
Mass. 

Pitkin,  John,  sr.,  M.  D.,  one  of  Buffalo's  prominent  physicians,  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  November  22,  1826,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  In 
1854  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Hartford  and  in  1861  w^as  graduated  from 
Yale  College.  After  graduating  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  army  in  1864.  He  located  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y. ,  after  the 
war,  where  he  remained  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  Dr.  Pitkin  is  of 
one  of  the  first  Colonial  families  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  which  was  the  first  Governor 
of  that  State ;  also  a  member  of  Congress  in  1784.  This  family  furnished  soldiers  in 
the  Revolution,  also  in  the  war  of  1812  and  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Among  the 
descendants  by  the  name  of  Pitkin  may  be  found  a  United  States  senator  and  State 
senator,  two  attorneys-general,  three  judges  of  Supreme  Court  and  thirty  clergymen, 
including  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Pitkin,  D.  D.,  formerly  of  Albany  and  Buffalo.  See  Pit- 
kin Genealogy,  published  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1887. 

Hopkins,  Walter  G.,  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected 
families  in  Western  New  York.  His  father,  Hon.  Nelson  K.  Hopkins  (who  served 
the  State  as  comptroller,  1872-66),  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1816;  his  mother,  Louise 
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A.  (Pratt)  Hopkins,  was  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Hiram  Pratt,  one  of  the  early  mayors 
of  Buffalo.  Walter  G.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  8,  1868,  where  he  attend- 
ed the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  twelve  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Hon.  Truman  C.  White,  where  he  remained  for  five  years,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  on  his  own  account.  For  many  years  Mr.  Hopkins 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Buffalo  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  the  Buffalo 
Real  Estate  Exchange,  having  served  the  latter  body  as  director  several  terms  and 
one  term  as  vice-president.  Mr.  Hopkins  has  been  prominently  identified  with  a 
very  large  number  of  land  companies  in  and  about  Buffalo,  and  was  the  first  Buf- 
falo man  in  the  field  after  the  new  suburb  of  Depew  was  conceived  by  the  Vander- 
bilts.  Mr.  Hopkins  married  Alice  M.  Wilhams  of  Buffalo  on  June  1,  1892,  and  has 
two  children. 

Goldberg,  Sigmund,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  16,  1855,  and 
in  1860  his  parents  came  to  this  country,  settling  in  New  York  city,  where  they  re- 
mained for  five  years  when  they  moved  to  Buffalo.  In  1881  Sigmund  Goldberg  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1884,  when  he  began  immediately  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
is  still  engaged,  doing  a  large  and  successful  business.  Dr.  Goldberg  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Association.  He  was  married  in  1877  to  Jennie  Brown  of 
Buffalo. 

Horton,  Joseph  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Terrytown,  Pa.,  June  2,  1842,  and  after 
availing  himself  of  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  entered  the  Susquehanna  Col- 
legiate Institute  at  Towanda,  remaining  there  through  1858  and  1859,  after  which 
he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  business  until  1862.  The  Civil  war  was  in 
progress  at  that  time  and  Colonel  Horton  enlisted  August  7  in  the  141st  P.V.,  being 
chosen  first  lieutenant  of  Co.  A  on  August  21.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  Third  Corps  and  entered  immediately  into  active  service ;  five 
days  after  his  first  battle  (Fredericksburg)  Colonel  Horton  was  made  captain  of  Co. 
A.  He  was  engaged  in  the  following  battles:  Fredericksburg,  Cedars,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  White 
Oak,  Sailor's  Creek,  and  at  Lee's  surrender.  After  the  war  he  was  again  associated 
with  his  father  in  business  until  1869.  In  October,  1866,  he  was  married  at  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  to  Abbie  H.  Newcomb,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mrs.  Grosvenor  R. 
Trowbridge.  From  1871  to  1874  Colonel  Horton  was  superintendent  of  the  Sullivan 
Anthracite  Coal  Company.  In  1875  he  went  to  Ithaca,  N.  Y. ,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company's  business,  and  in  1884  he  was  appointed  general 
northern  sales  agent  of  the  same  company,  with  headquarters  at  Buffalo,  which 
position  he  now  occupies.  Colonel  Horton  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the 
Union  Veteran  Legion,  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  32''  Mason. 

Miller,  John  A.,  Buffalo,  youngest  son  of  John  and  Mary  U.  Miller,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  26,  1862.  He  attended  both  public  and  private  schools  and  in 
1877  began  the  study  of  chemistry  under  a  private  tutor.  In  1885  he  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Illinois,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  he  went  to  Europe  and  entered  the  University  of  Berlin  and 
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was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  August,  1888,  receiving  the  degrees  of  Master 
of  Arts  and  Ph.  D.  In  September,  1888,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  medical 
chemistry  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Niagara  University,  which  position  he 
now  holds,  In  the  winter  of  1891  he  was  appointed  chemist  to  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture.  Dr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  chemical  and  other  societies, 
among  which  are  the  German  Chemical  Society  of  Berlin,  the  London  Chemical 
Society,  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  the  American  Chemical  Society,  the 
Royal  Microscopical  Society  of  England  and  the  American  Microscopical  Society. 
February  3,  1891,  he  married  Gertrude  Neele  of  Cincinnati,  O. 

Martin,  Eugene  Edward,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  April  7,  1867,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  Canisius  College  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Busi- 
ness College.  He  entered  the  wholesale  drug  house  of  Powell  &  Plympton  and  gave 
up  the  position  to  study  medicine.  He  entered  Niagara  University  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  1888  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  con- 
tinuing for  two  years,  when  he  went  abroad  to  extend  his  medical  studies  in  Vienna. 
During  his  absence  he  visited  many  of  the  places  of  note  in  the  old  world  and  re- 
turned in  1891.  Dr.  Martin  belongs  to  the  Anglo-American  Association  of  Vienna 
and  several  prominent  medical  institutions.  Few  young  men  have  achieved  so  wide 
a  success  or  have  become  more  thoroughly  recognized  as  a  leading  member  of  his 
profession  as  has  Dr.  Martin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America;  is  medi- 
cal examiner  of  Scheller  Auxiliary,  Select  Knights,  for  Scheller  Legion  No.  33,  and 
assistant  surgeon-general  on  the  military  staff  of  the  Select  Knights  of  the  State. 

Ratcliff,  Stephen,  jr.,  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected 
pioneer  families  in  Erie  county.  His  parents  were  both  born  in  England  and  came 
to  America  in  1827.  Stephen  Ratcliff  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  22,  1862,  where  he 
obtained  his  education  from  the  public  and  high  schools.  His  first  business  experi- 
ence was  in  the  office  of  his  father,  acting  as  office  boy.  In  1884  he  was  admitted  to 
the  firm  and  is  now  manager  of  the  business.  S.  M.  Ratcliff  &  Son  are  well  known 
grain  dealers,  with  office  at  No.  89  Board  of  Trade  Building. 

Newman,  William  H.  H.,  Buffato,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  February  8,  1826. 
In  June,  1838,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  At  an  early  age  entered  the  office  of  his 
father's  iron  works  and  continued  his  connection  with  the  business  until  1858,  when 
he  established  a  store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Dayton  streets,  for  the  sale  of  iron, 
metals  and  other  railroad,  steamboat,  manufacturers'  and  machinists'  supplies.  In 
1849  Mr.  Newman  married  Miss  J.  A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Latham  A.  Burrows  of 
Buffalo. 

Cott,  George  F.,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  where  he  resides,  in  1855.  He  attended 
the  public  and  private  schools  and  studied  the  classics  under  Prof.  A.  L.  Harrison  of 
Cambridge.  In  1875  he  visited  Europe  for  the  study  of  medicine,  returning  in  1876. 
In  1884  he  was  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College ;  when  he  again  vis- 
ited Europe  and  studied  at  the  Vienna  Poliklinik.  He  is  at  present  instructor  in 
laryngology  at  the  University  Dispensary,  and  city  physician.  First  district,  and  phy- 
sician to  Buffalo  City  Dispensary.  Dr.  Cott  is  a  member  of  Rosewell  Park  Medical 
Club,  University  Masonic  Medical  Club,  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Association,  and  Fellow  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Buffalo. 
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Renner,  William  S.,  M.  D.,  was  born  at  St.  Catharines,  Canada,  March  31,  1861. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Montreal  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  in  1884.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  after  having  spent  two  years  in  the 
study  of  laryngology  at  Vienna  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  giving  spe- 
cial attention  to  the  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat. 

Potter,  Irving  White,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resides,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1868,  a  son  of  Milton  Grosvenor  Potter,  who  was  a  practicing  physician  in 
Buffalo  and  professor  of  anatomy  in  the  University  of  Buffalo.  His  mother  was 
Clara  F.  Chase  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  His  grandfather,  Milton  E.  Potter,  was  also  an 
eminently  successful  physician  in  Wyoming  county.  Irving  W.  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Buffalo,  after  which  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo,  graduating  in  1891.  After  graduating  he  located  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  is  now  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  October  25,  1893,  Dr. 
Potter  married  Grace  E.  McDowell  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1895  a  son,  Milton  Grosvenor 
Potter,  was  born.  Dr.  Potter  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine  and 
is  one  of  the  censors  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society ;  he  is  also  one  of  the  in- 
structors in  obstetrics  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

Danser,  Earl  G.,  M.  D,,  a  prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Buffalo,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  December  18,  1857.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Parker  Union  School  in  1879,  and  two  years  later  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  office  of  Dr.  Henry  Lapp,  and  in  1884  he  was  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  immediately  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  the  town  of  Wilson,  and  after  about  two  years  he  removed  to 
Elba,  Genesee  county,  and  in  1887  he  located  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  general  practice.  Dr.  Danser  was  married  in  August,  1894,  to  Miss  Rose 
Bleiler,  of  Buffalo. 

EUer,  Charles  P.,  M.  D.,  physician  and  surgeon,  is  a  native  born  Buffalonian,  and  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Caroline  (King)  Eller.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  from 
the  public  schools  and  in  1886  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  im- 
mediately commencing  his  practice  in  that  city,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  now 
physician  to  the  Erie  county  jail  and  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society, 
the  1.  O.  F.,  F.  &.  A.  M.,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Cold  Spring  Business  Men's  Asso- 
ciation. 

Stafford,  James  B. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage, 
and  has  spent  his  life  in  Buffalo  from  childhood.  He  commenced  his  career  as  a  boy 
in  one  of  the  leading  grocery  houses  of  the  city,  and  subsequently  became  proprietor 
of  the  famous  Fulton  Market,  which  he  conducted  from  1873  to  1892.  He  now  de- 
votes his  entire  time  to  his  private  business  interests. 

Forsyth,  Edgar  A.,  jr.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Sherman,  N.  Y.,  August  21, 
1867.  He  attended  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1886  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1889.  After  graduating  he  was  appointed  to  serve  in  the  Sisters'  Hos- 
pital as  resident  physician  for  one  year ;  then  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the 
New  York  Polyclinic;  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
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doing  a  general  practice.  Since  the  1st  of  January,  1896,  he  has  made  a  specialty 
of  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat,  and  has  his  office  at  64  West  Huron  street,  corner 
of  Franklin. 

Smith,  Lee  Herbert,  M.D.,  is  one  of  the  eminently  successful  practicing  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cleveland.  In  1868  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  in  1874  began  the  study  of  med- 
icine at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1877. 
He  then  began  practice  in  the  Invalids'  Hotel,  where  he  remained  for  three  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  Columbia  College  at  New  York  city  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  from  that  institution  in  1881.  Dr.  Smith  is  president  of  the  Board 
of  Medical  Examiners  representing  the  New  York  vState  Eclectic  Medical  Society, 
and  has  devoted  much  time  to  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  of  which  he 
is  first  vice-president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Western  New  York  Medical  Society ; 
of  the  New  York  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was  honored  with 
the  presidency ;  of  the  American  Associatioi^for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and 
the  American  Society  of  Microscopists.  In  1890  he  became  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  74th  Regiment,  with  rank  of  captain,  being  appointed  inspector  of 
rifle  practice,  which  position  he  has  since  held. 

Meisburger,  Louis  C,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Louisa  Meisburger, 
was  born  at  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  May  14,  1867.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Buf- 
falo when  he  was  a  child  and  attended  the  public  and  private  schools  in  that  city. 
In  1886  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1888.  At  this  time  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  member  and  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Buffalo  Dental  Association,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict Dental  Society. 

Winship,  Howard,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  N.Y.,  February  5,  1851.  After 
obtaining  a  common  school  education  he  entered  the  real  estate  office  of  his  father, 
Aaron  N.  Winship,  and  remained  in  his  office  until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1878, 
when  he  took  full  charge  of  affairs  and  has  since  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  business.  Mr.  Winship  represents  the  Agricultural  Insurance 
Company  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  St.  Paul  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  North  British  and 
Mercantile  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  and  the  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  of 
Liverpool,  England. 

Johnson,  Edward  T.,  was  born  in  New  Berhn,  N.  Y.,  February  1,  1846.  After  ob- 
taining a  common  school  education  he  entered  the  cashier's  office  at  the  freight 
station  of  the  Buffalo  and  Erie  Railroad  at  Buffalo  as  clerk  and  was  subsequently 
appointed  cashier  of  the  freight  station.  In  1873  he  became  general  freight  agent 
of  the  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  Railroad,  now  the  Western  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  Railway,  retaining  that  responsible  position  up  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  having  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  142d  111. 
Vols.,  serving  his  country  until  he  was  mustered  out  in  1865. 

Johnson,  E.  Randall,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  E.  and  Philena  (Randall) 
Johnson,  was  born  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. ,  November  2,  1867.    When  he  was  but 
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twelve  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Akron,  O.,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic and  high  schools  and  afterward  the  University  of  Michigan.  In  1887  he  began 
the  study  of  dentistry  at  this  university  and  was  honorably  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1889.  He  then  removed  to  Austin,  Pa.,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. In  1893  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  in  the  Dental  Department 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  as  chief  demonstrator  of  operative  dentistry,  which  posi- 
tion, together  with  that  of  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Post-graduate  School  of  Pros- 
thetic Dentistry,  he  held  for  two  years.  To  Dr.  Johnson  belongs  the  distinction  of 
possessing  the  largest  collection  of  models  of  singers'  mouths  in  existence ;  he  also 
wrote  the  original  article  on  the  relation  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth  to  the  voice,  in 
singing.  In  musical  circles  Dr.  Johnson  is  very  well  known,  he  being  president  of 
the  Buffalo  Vocal  Society. 

Barrows,  Wilham  A.,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  April  19,  1847,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  took  a  course  in  a  com- 
mercial college  and  finally,  deciding  to  study  dentistr^^  he  entered  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  immediately  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  about  a  year,  when 
he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  been  in  practice  up  to  the  present  time. 

Dorr,  Samuel  G.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  May  30,  1840,  and 
received  a  liberal  education  at  Nunda  (N.  Y.)  Academy  and  at  the  Albion  State  Acad- 
emy in  Wisconsin.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the  latter  institution  he  returned  to 
New  York  State  and  ran  a  flour  mill  at  South  Dansville,  which  he  had  bought  of  his 
father.  When  the  call  to  arms  was  heard  Dr.  Dorr  enlisted  within  forty  hours  there- 
after. Unfortunately  he  was  prevented  from  going  to  the  front  by  an  attack  of 
diphtheria,  which  left  him  an  invalid  for  a  year.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Seymour  recruiting  agent  for  half  of  Livingston  county,  a  position  in  which  he 
rendered  valuable  service  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  After  the  war  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  and  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Buffalo  in  1875.  No  physician  is  better  known  or  more  highly  esteemed  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  he  lives  than  Dr.  Dorr.  He  is  a  member  of  all  the  leading 
medical  societies  in  the  State  and  for  years  has  been  a  consulting  physician  at  one 
of  Buffalo's  leading  hospitals.  He  was  police  surgeon  during  the  administrations  of 
Mayors  Alexander  Brush  and  Grover  Cleveland,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  Erie  county  for  two  years. 

Whitbeck,  Henry  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Stephensville,  Albany  county,  N.  Y., 
June  15,  1854.  He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  with 
Smith  Brothers.  He  bought  out  E.  C.  Smith  and  went  in  partnership  with  George 
Smith  for  two  years,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  He  remained  at  the  same 
location  for  six  years,  and  then  went  to  Philadelphia  and  entered  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery,  remaining  during  the  years  1878-1880.  After  graduation  he 
returned  to  Greenville,  remaining  six  months,  thence  removed  to  Coxsackie,  N.  Y., 
in  partnership  with  Dr.  Jackson,  with  whom  he  continued  for  two  years;  thence  to 
Albany,  where  he  practiced  eleven  years  and  sold  out  and  removed  to  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  six  months,  and  moved  thence  to  Buffalo,  where  he  now 
is  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
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Hall,  Edward  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ellen  (Medbury)  Hall,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  16,  1867.  After  obtaining  a  public  school  education,  he  entered 
the  insurance  office  of  his  father  as  clerk,  and  in  1887  was  admitted  to  the  firm  of 
Nathaniel  Hall  &  Son.  At  the  death  of  his  father  the  firm  became  Edward  A. 
Hall  &  Co.,  representing  fire,  marine,  life,  accident,  plate  glass  and  burglar  insurance 
companies.  Mr.  Hall  is  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Association  of  Fire  Underwriters,  a 
member  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  captain  on  the  4th  Brigade  staff,  N.  G.  N.  Y. 

Rogers,  Charles  O.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Bradley  Doe  and  Mary  L.  (Williams)  Rogers, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1860.  After  obtaining  an  education  from  the 
public  schools  of  Buffalo,  he  entered  the  produce  business  with  his  father,  and  in  1881 
was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm.  The  firm,  composed  of  C.  O.  Rogers  and 
H.  E.  Rogers,  occupy  three  floors  at  No.  102  West  Market  street.  In  his  relations  with 
business  men  Mr.  Rogers  is  noted  for  his  frank  dealings  and  obliging  disposition. 
He  was  married,  in  1882,  to  Mary  Lampp  of  Buffalo. 

Foster,  Hubbard  A.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Adrian,  Ohio,  November  22,  1847. 
His  parents  removed  to  Rockford,  111.,  when  he  was  quite  young,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  the  High  School,  While  a  student  at  the  High  School 
the  call  to  arms  was  heard  and  Dr.  Foster  walked  out  and  enlisted  in  the  132d  111. 
Vol.  Infty.,  serving  his  country  well  until  the  close  of  the  war.  At  this  time  he  re- 
turned to  the  High  School  and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1866.  He  then  entered 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  remaining  there  until  April,  1868, 
when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  office  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Hubbard  Foster, 
for  the  study  of  medicine.  He  afterward  attended  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  was 
a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  Harvard  University  until  March,  1871,  when 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  returned  to  Buffalo  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  where  he  remained  until  1873, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  location  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  alone. 

Stillman,  Horace,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  November  16,  1815. 
He  was  educated  and  prepared  for  the  university,  but  his  health  failing,  in  1832  he 
engaged  in  business  with  an  older  brother  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  hat,  cap  and 
fur  trade.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  June,  1838,  to  carry  on  the  same  business,  asso- 
ciating with  himself  Mr.  A.  R.  Ransom,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stillman  &  Ran- 
som. On  the  retirement,  a  few  years  later,  of  Mr.  Ransom,  he  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone,  having  in  his  employ  two  young  men,  William  B.  Sirret  and  Frank  S. 
Chester,  both  of  whom  he  afterward  received  as  partners  under  the  firm  name  of  H. 
Stillman  &  Co.,  and  later  of  Stillman,  Sirret  &  Co.,  until,  in  1871,  he  retired  from 
active  business,  leaving  the  younger  partners  to  carry  it  on  under  the  name  of  Sirret 
&  Chester.  Soon  after  coming  to  Buffalo  he  united  with  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  a  colony  which  founded  the  North 
church  in  1847,  and  has  been  for  many  years  an  elder  in  the  church  he  helped  to  es- 
tablish. Through  all  his  life  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  good  works,  contribut- 
ing largely  of  his  ample  means.  He  has  been  twice  married;  first,  in  May,  1843,  to 
Miss  Huldah  Stillon  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  who  died  in  June,  1844,  and  in  March,  1848, 
to  his  present  wife.  Miss  Liska  Farnham,  daughter  of  Thomas  Farnham,  esq.,  of 
Buffalo. 
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Mc Adams,  L.  J.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Pendleton,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y., 
December  20,  1858.  He  attended  the  Lockport  Union  School  and  for  several  years 
taught  school  in  various  districts  in  Niagara  county  and  one  term  in  Erie  county,  and 
in  1887  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  Uni- 
versity;  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1890,  and  immediately  began 
practice  at  Black  Rock,  where  he  remained  for  six  years,  then  removed  to  a  more 
central  part  of  the  city. 

Stoddart,  James,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  June  30, 
1856.  His  medical  education  was  obtained  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  and  his 
literary  education  was  obtained  in  the  University  of  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he 
graduated  in  1883  with  the  degree  of  B.  A,  In  1888  he  removed  to  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  for  four  years,  after  which  he  spent  one  year 
abroad  in  post-graduate  study.  In  1892  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Stoddart  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  was 
married  in  1883,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dunbar,  of  St.  Ives,  Ont. 

Davey,  Thomas  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Canterbury,  England,  March  29,  1834. 
He  received  a  liberal  English  boarding-school  education.  In  1857  he  came  to 
America  ready  to  grapple  with  whatever  fate  his  adopted  country  might  have  in 
store  for  him.  When  leaving  his  native  home  he  intended  to  go  to  Chicago,  but  after 
reaching  Buffalo  he  found  his  means  exhausted  and  was  compelled  to  make  Buffalo 
his  home,  where  he  has  by  hard  work  and  economy  built  up  a  large  and  successful 
business  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  architects  and  civil  engineers  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Davey  is  prominently  identified  with  the  different  societies  of  Buffalo,  being  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  the 
Acacia  Club,  Merchants'  Exchange  and  is  a  Mason  of  high  rank.  In  1859  he  mar- 
ried Alma  Haehn,  a  native  of  Prussia,  who  came  to  America  in  1853. 

Betts,  C.  Walter,  Buffalo,  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October  30,  1862,  and 
comes  from  good  old  Quaker  stock.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Philadelphia.  Soon  after  the  completion  of  his  school  course  he 
engaged  with  a  retail  lumber  firm  to  learn  the  lumber  business.  In  1882  he  accepted 
a  position  with  the  wholesale  lumber  firm  of  Taylor  &  Betts  at  their  branch  house  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  since  when  he  has  been  identified  with  Buffalo's  progress  in  general 
and  her  lumber  industry  in  particular.  In  1890  the  old  firm  of  Taylor  &  Betts,  which 
had  been  in  existence  since  1865,  was  succeeded  by  that  of  Charles  M.  Betts  &  Co., 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  one  of  the  junior  partners,  taking  full  charge 
of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  their  business.  Mr.  Betts  has  served  two  terms  as  president 
of  the  Lumber  Exchange  and  still  remains  a  director  of  that  body,  but  has  thus  far 
steadfastly  avoided  prominence  in  all  matters  of  a  political  nature.  January  14,  1885, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Lidie  B.  Haslam,  of  Philadelphia.  Their  family  consists  of 
two  interesting  children,  Marian  H.  and  Carleton  W.  Betts. 

Goodyear,  Frank  H.,  Buffalo,  chairman  Board  of  Directors  and  first  vice-president 
of  the  Buffalo  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Co.,  was  born  in  Groton,  Tompkins  county, 
N.  Y.,  March  17,  1849.  His  education  was  obtained  from  public  and  private  schools 
and  at  East  Aurora  (N.  Y.)  Academy.    In  1871  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
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in  the  coal  and  wood  business  and  afterward  in  the  lumber  business,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent one  of  the  largest  lumber  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  manufacturing 
over  150,000,000  feet  of  lumber  yearly.  In  1884  he  built  the  Sinnemahoning  Valley 
Railroad,  connecting  with  the  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railroad  at  Keating  Summit,  Pa.  In 
1887  his  brother,  C.  W.  Goodyear,  entered  into  partnership  with  him  and  since  that 
time  they  have  extended  this  railroad  and  merged  it  into  the  Buffalo  and  Susque- 
hanna Railroad,  which  is  now  112  miles  in  length. 

Putnam,  James  Wright,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  O.  and  Kate  (Wright)  Put- 
nam, was  born  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1860.  When  he  was  but  a  child  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Pie  obtained  his 
early  education  at  the  Buffalo  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High 
School  in  1879.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  University  of  Buffalo 
and  graduated  in  1882.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  Dr.  George 
N.  Burwell.  In  1887  he  visited  Europe  and  made  a  special  study  of  mental  and 
nervous  diseases  in  the  great  medical  centers  of  Berlin,  Paris,  Vienna  and  London 
for  two  years.  In  1889  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  special  treatment  of 
nervous  and  mental  diseases.  He  was  professor  of  nervous  diseases  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Buffalo,  1889,  and  lecturer  in  psychology  in  the  Buffalo  School  of  Pedagogy, 
1895 ;  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Neurological  Association  in  1892 ;  is  an 
associate  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  and  is  frequently  called  to  testify  as 
an  expert  in  important  criminal  and  civil  trials  on  questions  of  insanity. 

Mynter,  H.,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Denmark,  September  2,  1845,  and  in  1864 
entered  the  university  at  Copenhagen  and  was  graduated  in  1871,  and  for  three 
years  acted  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Royal  Danish  Navy  and  in  the  Common  Hos- 
pital. In  May,  1875,  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1882  he  was  surgeon  in  the  Buffalo  General  Hos- 
pital, and  from  1888  professor  of  surgery  at  the  Niagara  University,  and  surgeon  to 
Sisters  of  Charity  Hospital.  Dr.  Mynter  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  also  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Association,  New  York  State  Med- 
ical Society,  president  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  etc. 

Pohlman,  Julius,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  has  had  an  altogether  unusual  career,  one  full  of 
marked  changes  and  honorable  advancement.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in  1848, 
and  entered  upon  the  life  of  a  sailor  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  visiting  during  the  next 
six  years  about  all  the  countries  of  the  globe.  In  1868  he  prepared  himself  for  a 
master's  diploma  at  the  Hamburg  College  of  Navigation.  He  served  in  the  German 
army  from  1869  to  1870,  and  sailed  as  mate  on  a  vessel  cruising  between  Bremen, 
Brazil  and  New  York  for  the  next  two  years.  He  arrived  in  Buffalo  in  1872  and  re- 
ceived a  pilot's  ceitificate  to  navigate  the  great  lakes  in  1874.  Diligent  study  had 
now  prepared  him  for  a  somewhat  different  sphere  of  action,  and  he  accepted  a 
position  as  assistant  in  a  museum  of  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  in  1878,  and  a 
little  later  was  appointed  director.  In  1880  he  began  his  formal  education  in  med- 
icine in  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  graduated  in  1883.  He  was  appointed  lec- 
turer on  physiology  in  1884,  and  professor  of  physiology  in  1886,  a  position  he  still 
retains.  Dr.  Pohlman  has  received  recognition  as  a  scientist  from  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  by  being  appointed  delegate  to  the 
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meeting  of  the  German  Naturalists'  Society  held  at  Berlin  in  1886,  a  most  unusual 
honor,  and  by  being  elected  general  secretary  of  the  association  in  1888.  The  doc- 
tor is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Geological  Society ;  Fellow  of  the  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association ;  cor- 
responding member  of  the  Rochester  Academy  of  Science,  and  foreign  member  of 
the  German  Psychological  Society  of  Berlin. 

Rochester,  De  Lancey,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  February  4,  1859. 
He  obtained  his  education  at  the  Heathcote  School  in  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  with  the  class  of  1881.  He  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1884  from 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  interne  in  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital.  The 
following  year  he  went  to  Boston  for  further  study  of  the  science  of  medicine  and 
also  spent  some  time  in  Berlin.  In  1886  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo. 

Harrington,  Frank  A.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Orangeport,  Niagara 
county,  N.  Y.,  October  19,  1854.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Lockport  Union 
School  in  1878.  He  then  entered  De  Veaux  College  at  Suspension  Bridge,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1880,  when  he  entered  Harvard  University,  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1884.  He  then  entered  the  Harvard  Medical  School, 
Boston,  graduating  from  it  in  June,  1887,  after  finishing  the  course  of  four  years  in 
three,  and  receiving  the  fourth  year  degree  of  M.  D. ,  and  also  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
He  finally  removed  to  Buffalo  to  begin  his  labors  in  the  field  of  medicine,  and  he  has 
since  resided  in  that  city,  having  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

Bennett,  Arthur  G.,  M.  D  ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1861.  He  received  his  primary  education  in  his  native  country  and  in  1886 
came  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  1891  he  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  immediately  began  his  practice. 
He  was  for  two  years  instructor  in  surgery  in  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Ben- 
nett is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the  New  York  State  Medi- 
cal Association,  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  the  Buffalo  Ophthalmological 
Society.  He  is  clinical  instructor  in  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  in  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  and  one  of  the  ophthalmic  and  aural  surgeons  in  the  Erie  County  Hospital. 

Grove,  Wellington  G.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  and  Louisa  (Fink)  Grove,  was 
born  on  Glade's  Farm,  near  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  October  1,  1866.  Like  many  other 
men,  he  made  his  start  in  life  by  working  on  the  farm  in  summer  and  attending 
school  in  the  winter.  At  an  early  age  he  attended  Stone  Valley  Academy  and  for 
several  years  was  a  successful  teacher.  Later  he  entered  Juniata  Valley  College, 
and  after  graduating  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  R.  S.  King  Publishing  Co.  of 
Chicago,  wnth  which  he  remained  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  resigned 
to  accept  a  similar  position  with  the  Union  Publishing  Co.  of  New  York,  remaining 
for  some  months.  But  his  ambition  was  to  become  a  physician,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Putnam  of  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  when  he  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo,  taking  a -full  course  and 
graduating  as  an  M.  D.  in  May,  1895.  He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  June,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Susan 
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M.  Barrett,  of  Buffalo.  The  doctor  is  a  self-made  man,  having  earned  the  money  to 
pay  his  way  as  he  went  along  from  the  beginning. 

Bruso,  C.  Frank,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  11,  1866,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1884  with  ex-Mayor 
Lewis  P.  Dayton,  and  after  taking  one  course  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  was  ap- 
pointed interne  at  the  Erie  County  Hospital  and  was  graduated  from  the  University 
m  March,  1887,  with  highest  honors.  In  the  mean  time  he  was  appointed  interne  to 
the  Erie  County  Penitentiary  and  house  surgeon  to  Fitch  Accident  Hospital,  start- 
ing as  the  first  of  such  appointments  After  graduating  he  was  appointed  assistant 
resident  physician  at  the  Erie  County  Hospital,  but  on  July  1  he  resigned  to  open 
practice  at  lower  Black  Rock,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  building  up  a  most 
successful  practice.  He  moved  and  opened  an  office  on  Lafayette  avenue  and  three 
years  later  moved  to  his  present  location,  corner  Main  and  Seneca  streets.  In  1891  he 
married  Katharine  M.,  eldest  daughter  of  ex- Alderman  John  C.  Hanbach,  and  they 
have  three  children.  He  is  surgeon  for  the  western  division  of  the  West  Shore  Rail- 
road, medical  director  for  the  Railway  Officials'  and  Employees'  Accident  Associa- 
tion, examiner  for  the  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  New  York  city,  and  Endow- 
ment Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias;  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,, 
National  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  New  York  State  Association  of  Rail- 
way Surgeons,  and  medical  examiner  for  the  Merchants'  and  Manufacturers'  Life 
Association  of  Westfield,  Mass. 

Kraus,  Jacob  M. ,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  March 
12,  1866.  His  education  was  received  in  the  district  and  Parker  Union  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  he  afterward  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  one  year.  In  1886  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated March  12,  1889.  In  May,  1889,  he  became  assistant  resident  physician  at  the 
Erie  County  Almshouse,  and  in  July  following  was  promoted  to  resident  physician, 
in  which  capacity  he  remained  until  March,  1892,  when  he  engaged  in  private  prac- 
tice. September  3,  1890,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Henry  Moest.  In 
January,  1896,  he  received  the  appointment  of  physician  to  the  Erie  County  Peni- 
tentiary, and  was  reappointed  in  January,  1897.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  County  of  Erie;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Order 
of  the  Iroquois,  for  which  he  is  a  medical  examiner. 

Park,  Roswell,  M.  D.,  Buffalo. — This  distinguished  surgeon  was  born  in  Pomfret, 
Conn.,  in  1852.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  prominent  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Mr.  Park  received  the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  M.  A.  from  Racine  College  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Chicago  Medical  College  in  1876.  He  was  for  a  time  interne  in 
Mercy  and  Cook  County  Hospitals,  Chicago,  and  afterward  became  demonstrator  of 
anatomy  in  the  Woman's  Medical  College,  and  adjunct  professor  of  anatomy  in  his 
alma  mater.  After  three  years  he  resigned  to  pursue  his  studies  abroad  and  after 
his  return  from  Europe  he  was  appointed  lecturer  on  surgery  in  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege and  surgeon  of  Michael  Reese  Hospital.  In  1883  he  was  invited  to  become  pro- 
fessor of  surgery  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  to  be- 
come one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital ;  these  positions  he  has 
since  filled  and  now  occupies.    He  has  been  a  voluminous  writer,  and  is  a  member 
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of  numerous  home  and  foreign  societies.  He  has  received  honorary  degrees  of  M. 
D,  from  the  Lake  Forest  University,  and  A.  M.  from  Harvard  University.  His  prac- 
tice is  limited  exclusively  to  surgery  and  both  at  home  and  abroad  he  is  recognized 
authority  on  surgical  subjects. 

Morris,  Sarah  (Howe),  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Me.,  March  2,  1832,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Betsey  (Coburn)  Howe.  Sarah  received  her  preliminary 
education  in  the  Bloomfield  Academy.  She  was  left  an  orphan  at  eight  years  of  age 
and  was  sent  to  live  with  an  aunt,  where  she  remained  until  1846,  when  she  went  to 
Lowell,  Mass.,  and  worked  for  several  years  to  earn  money  to  complete  her  school- 
ing. In  1869  she  was  graduated  at  the  New  England  Female  Medical  College  and 
settled  in  Brooklyn  to  practice  her  profession.  In  1871  she  was  married  to  James 
Morris.  In  1873  they  moved  to  Lockport  and  then  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1881.  In 
1870  she  wrote  and  delivered  a  lecture  entitled  "Woman's  Work  in  the  Temper- 
ance Cause,"  which  attracted  wide  attention.  She  has  always  been  an  active  officer 
and  worker  in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  is  president  of  the  First  Political  Equality  League 
of  Buffalo,  and  of  the  Young  Women's  Polytechnic  Club,  organized  by  herself.  Dr. 
Morris  has  been  the  mother  of  two  children:  William,  deceased,  and  Bernetta.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Western  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  (her  papers  in 
this  society  have  been  regarded  as  among  the  best),  and  the  Erie  County  Medical 
society;  is  an  active  member  of  the  Woman's  Industrial  and  Educational  Union, 
having  in  the  last  twelve  years  delivered  122  lectures  for  this  institution  on  physiol- 
ogy and  ethical  subjects.  In  1873  she  was  the  chief  agent  of  the  temperance  people 
of  Brooklyn  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Civil  Damage  bill,  and  for  twelve  years 
she  has  devoted  Sunday  evenings  to  talks  on  the  Life  of  Christ  for  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
mission  of  Buffalo.  Her  work  in  the  interest  of  young  women  is  recognized  as  most 
practical  and  helpful.  For  thirty  years  she  has  advocated  the  treatment  of  inebriety 
as  a  disease,  and  has  now  an  institution  where  she  is  successfully  demonstrating  her 
ideas.  She  was  one  of  the  speakers  on  Woman  Suffrage  before  the  State  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1894. 

O'Brien,  Edward  C.  W.,  of  439  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  physicians  of  that  city.  Born  in  the  city  of  Quebec  fifty-four  years  ago,  he 
obtained  his  early  education  from  the  teaching  of  the  Christian  Brothers  and  at 
private  schools.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age,  he  acquired  by  his 
contact  with  the  world,  away  from  home,  a  large  fund  of  practical  experience  that 
must  have  aided  in  developing  the  strength  of  character  and  self-resourcefulness  for 
which  he  has  long  been  noted.  Dr.  O'Brien's  residence  in  Buffalo  began  almost 
forty  years  ago.  Having  decided,  a  few  years  after  he  settled  there,  to  become  a 
physician,  he  took  the  full  course  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  that  institution  in  February,  1867.  He  has  followed  his 
calling  in  Buffalo  ever  since,  and  has  attained  high  rank  in  the  medical  fraternity  of 
Erie  county.  During  his  thirty  years  of  active  practice  he  has  had  numerous  cases 
of  exceptional  difficulty,  but  probably  none  more  noteworthy  than  two  instances  in 
which  he  successfully  reduced  dislocation  of  the  neck.  Both  cases  were  those  of 
adults,  requiring  exact  anatomical  knowledge,  nice  calculation,  and  rare  self-posses- 
sion. Dr.  O'Brien's  prominence  in  Buffalo  came  about  in  part  as  a  result  of  his 
notable  record  as  health  physician  of  the  city  for  several  years.    He  obtained  this 
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office  early  in  his  professional  career,  by  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and 
was  reappointed  five  times.  His  term  began  in  the  wmter  of  1872-73,  and  lasted 
until  1877,  when  the  Democratic  party  gained  possession  of  the  city  government, 
and  appointed  a  Democrat  to  the  office.  Dr.  O'Brien's  administration  will  be  long 
remembered  on  account  of  the  great  small-pox  epidemic  then  raging.  This  scourge 
infested  the  entire  world  at  that  time,  and  many  large  cities  were  frightfully  ravaged 
by  the  disease.  Buffalo  alone  had  about  1,900  cases,  though  Buffalo  was  rid  of  the 
pestilence  several  months  before  any  other  large  American  city.  Dr.  O'Brien  was 
physician  to  the  small-pox  hospital  maintained  in  Buffalo  during  the  epidemic ;  and 
in  addition  to  his  regular  duties  as  health  physician,  he  was  obliged  twice  a  day  to 
visit  this  hospital,  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  He  often  made  his  second 
visit  as  late  as  midnight.  He  naturally  came  into  close  relations  with  the  physicians 
of  Buffalo  at  that  time,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  they  cordially  commended  his 
administration  of  the  health  department  during  that  ordeal.  The  press  of  the  city, 
also,  without  regard  to  party,  recognized  his  efficiency  as  health  physician.  Men- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  interesting  fact  that  Dr.  O'Brien  introduced  the  use  of 
bovine  vaccine  virus  in  Buffalo.  There  were  then  only  a  few  vaccine  farms  in 
America,  and  the  introduction  of  virus  met  with  opposition  from  a  considerable  part 
of  the  general  public,  and  even  from  some  physicians  who  did  not  fully  understand 
the  subject,  though  these  soon  used  it  freely.  Dr.  O'Brien's  record  in  the  health 
office  of  Buffalo  attracted  favorable  notice  not  only  in  the  city  itself,  but  also  in  some 
degree  throughout  the  State.  This  fact  was  evidenced  in  his  nomination  as  a  com- 
promise candidate  to  the  position  of  health  officer  of  the  Port  of  New  York — a  posi- 
tion then  comparable  in  point  of  compensation  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States, 
though  the  enormous  fees  of  the  office  have  since  been  commuted  into  a  fixed 
salary.  Governor  Cleveland  nominated  for  the  position  the  distinguished  physician, 
Austin  Flint;  but  the  nomination  had  not  been  confirmed  when  Mr.  Cleveland  left 
Albany  to  enter  the  White  House.  Governor  Hill  then  nominated  Dr.  Phelps  of 
New  York,  whose  name  was  likewise  rejected  by  the  State  Senate.  Finally  Gover- 
nor Hill  sent  in  the  name  of  Dr.  O'Brien,  whose  political  principles  were  harmonious 
with  those  of  the  dominant  party  in  the  Senate.  Owing  to  a  factional  quarrel  among 
the  Republicans  of  that  body.  Dr.  O'Brien  failed  by  a  few  votes  of  confirmation.  The 
general  and  hearty  endorsement  of  his  nomination,  however,  was  very  gratifying  to 
his  friends.  One  of  the  Buffalo  papers  devoted  a  page  to  a  report  of  interviews  with 
leading  physicians,  other  professional  men,  and  prominent  citizens  generally,  who 
commended  Dr.  O'Brien's  nomination  on  the  ground  both  of  professional  fitness  and 
of  personal  character.  A  large  and  representative  delegation  of  Buffalonians,  in- 
cluding members  of  both  the  medical  colleges,  went  to  Albany  to  urge  confirmation 
upon  the  Senate  Committee  to  which  the  nomination  was  referred.  The  Buffalo 
Commercial,  in  an  editorial  article,  spoke  as  follows : 

To  the  senators  upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  the  confirmation  of  Dr.  E.  C.  W.  O'Brien 
rests,  the  Commercial  can  say  this  much  :  That  the  nominee  is  a  man  of  irreproachable  habits — 
temperate,  industrious,  and  a  worthy  citizen  of  any  community.  As  a  Republican  he  has  ever 
been  staunch,  loyal,  and  unswerving.  As  a  physician  he  has  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  that  in 
the  very  line  of  duty  in  which,  as  health  officer  of  New  York,  he  would  be  called  upon  to  serve. 
Dr.  O'Brien  was  health  physician  of  Buffalo  during  one  of  the  most  trying  and  perilous  visitations 
that  this  city  has  ever  experienced.  It  was  during  the  small-pox  epidemic  of  1873-74,  the  most 
alarming  epidemic  that  ever  afflicted  Buffalo.    By  applying  to  the  emergency  the  most  stringent 
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precautions,  the  best  agencies  that  science  and  experience  could  sug-gest,  by  insisting  upon  im- 
mediate, positive,  and  ample  measures  on  the  part  of  the  municipality,  Dr.  O'Brien  stamped  out 
small-pox  in  Buffalo.  He  met  the  disease  with  promptness,  intelligence,  and  courage,  and  drove 
it  beyond  the  lines  of  the  city — a  service  that  the  people  of  Buffalo  can  never  forget.  Put  into 
the  responsible  position  for  which  the  governor  has  nominated  him,  he  will  bring  to  the  office 
skill,  experience,  and  a  devotion  to  duty  that  is  sure  to  find  results  in  a  system  of  quarantine 
service  as  intelligent,  honest,  and  rigid  as  the  great  port  of  New  York  needs  and  demands.  "We 
hope  that  the  Republican  senators  will  confirm  this  excellent  nomination. 

Notwithstanding  his  activity  in  professional  life,  Dr.  O'Brien  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  glad  to  lend  himself  to  any  move- 
ment likely  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Buffalo.  Many  positions  of  trust  connected 
with  his  profession  have  been  held  by  him ;  and  all  of  them,  as  he  is  glad  to  remem- 
ber, came  to  him  without  solicitation.  For  nearly  ten  years  he  was  surgeon  of  the 
74th  Regiment,  Buffalo.  For  several  years  he  was  chief  medical  examiner  of  the 
Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  held  the  post 
for  a  long  time  of  physician  to  St.  Vincent's  Orphan  Asylum  at  Buffalo.  He  has 
been  for  many  years  consulting  physician  to  the  Providence  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 
He  is  now  surgeon  to  the  Buffalo  Fire  Department,  and  consulting  surgeon  to  the 
Riverside  Hospital,  Buffalo.  He  is  a  m.ember  of  the  American  Medical  Association ; 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been  president;  and  of  the 
Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  is  one  of  the  curators  of  that  institution.  He  has  had 
wide  experience  in  the  examination  of  the  insane,  and  for  many  years  has  frequent- 
ly been  appointed  by  the  courts  of  Buffalo  as  an  expert  on  the  question  of  insanity, 
and  has  been  called  to  other  cities  in  that  capacity.  Personal  Chronology. — Edward 
Charles  White  O'Brien  was  born  at  the  city  of  Quebec,  Canada,  February  4,  1843; 
moved  to  Buffalo  in  1859;  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo  in  1867;  was  health  physician  of  Buffalo,  1872-77;  married  Monterey  Allis 
of  New  York  city  October  8,  1879 ;  has  practiced  medicine  in  Buffalo  since  1867. 

Bacon,  John  E.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo. — Of  the  younger  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion of  Buffalo,  Dr.  Bacon  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful.  Dr.  Bacon 
was  born  at  Blossburg,  Pa.,  March  1,  1869.  He  was  graduated  at  Wellsborough 
High  School  with  the  class  of  1887  and  afterward  entered  Lafayette  College  for  a 
special  course,  and  was  a  student  for  three  years  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
medical  department,  finishing  in  1892.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  and  became  per- 
manently located  at  No.  79  Niagara  Square,  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mansperger,  William  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Cleveland,  O..  February  6, 
1866.  He  attended  the  Heathcote  private  school  and  was  a  student  at  Northwestern 
University  for  four  years.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  in  1887.  He  then  entered  the  University  of  Berlin, 
and  after  graduating  therefrom,  he  went  to  Paris  and  spent  a  year  in  study,  and  at 
the  end  of  this  time  returned  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  practice. 

Trowbridge,  Grosvenor  R.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Dr.  John  S.  and  Abby  E.  (Hea- 
cock)  Trowbridge,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  14,  1863.    He  acquired  a 
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liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  graduated  from  Will- 
iams College  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  1884.  He  then  began  the  study 
of  medicine  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887. 
He  then  spent  a  year  as  house  surgeon  at  the  Rochester  City  Hospital,  when  he  was 
appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Danville  (Pa.)  Insane  Asylum,  where  he 
remained  six  years,  and  then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  general  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  Dr.  Trowbridge  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association. 

Wood,  Harry  A.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city.  May  28,  1864.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Normal  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1882,  and  from  the  medical  department  of  Michigan  University,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  in  1886.  Dr.  Wood  also  spent  several  months  in  the  different  hos- 
pitals of  Paris,  London  and  Vienna.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  was  connected  with  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital  for  three  years. 
He  is  also  attending  physician  at  the  Erie  County  Hospital ;  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  In- 
stitute of  St.  Joseph,  Main  street;  and  physician  in  charge  of  the  Providence  Re- 
treat, a  licensed  institution  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent secretary  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Niagara  University  and 
professor  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  and  insanity  in  that  university. 

Dunham,  Sydney  A.,  M.  D. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Warren  Center,  Bradford 
county.  Pa.,  September  7,  1859.  He  attended  the  district  schools  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute  at  Towanda, 
Pa  ,  and  was  graduated  in  June,  1883.  The  following  year  he  began  the  study  of  ' 
medicine  at  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1888.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  Dr.  F.  S.  Crego,  where  he  remained  for  three  ^'•ears,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  on  West  Chippewa  street,  where  he  has  since  resided,  doing  a  large 
and  successful  business.  He  was  appointed  lecturer  on  physiology  in  the  medical 
department  of  Niagara  University  in  1890,  which  position  he  filled  until  1896,  when 
he  was  made  adjunct  professor  of  physiology  in  the  same  university.  He  was  one 
of  the  post  mortem  examiners  for  the  county  of  Erie  in  1890.  He  was  married,  June 
26,  1890,  to  May  Edna  Hammond,  a  country  girl,  daughter  of  A.  G.  Hammond,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Corry,  Pa.  He  has  two  daughters,  Sarah  Louise  and  Julia 
Evelyn.  The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  Erie  County 
Medical  Society,  and  is  medical  examiner  of  the  New  York  Physicians'  Mutual  Aid 
Association  for  Buffalo. 

Thornbury,  Frank  J.,  M.  D. — Of  the3'ounger  members  of  the  medical  profession  of 
Buffalo  Dr.  Frank  J.  Thornbury  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful.  Dr. 
Thornbury  was  born  m  Java,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1867,  and  in  his  boyhood  attended 
the  academy  at  Arcade,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  The 
following  year  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  University,  from  the  medical  department 
of  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888  with  distinguished  honors,  receiving  the  Dawson 
gold  medal  for  surgical  work,  and  winning  by  competitive  examination  the  position 
of  resident  physician  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  which  place  he  efficiently  filled  for 
two  and  a  half  3^ears,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  chief  of  staff  and  examiner  during 
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the  last  year.  In  1840  he  made  an  extended  tour  of  England  and  Continental 
Europe,  taking  post-graduate  courses  of  instruction  and  making  observations  in  the 
Universities  of  Heidelberg,  Vienna  and  Berlin  and  in  the  principal  hospitals  of  Lon- 
don and  Paris.  In  1892  he  returned  to  this  country  and  began  his  career  as  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  in  Buffalo,  v^^here  he  has  since  remained.  Shortly  after  his  location 
here  he  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Bacteriology  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and 
has  also  filled  the  position  of  post  mortem  examiner  of  Erie  county  for  one  term,  and 
is  an  ex-supervising  microscopist  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Abattoir  42, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  His  thorough  preparation  for  his  profession  has 
marked  his  career  in  Buffalo  with  great  success  from  the  beginning,  and  he  has 
already  attained  eminence  among  the  medical  fraternity  of  this  county. 

Warner,  Nathaniel  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Phoenix,  N.Y. ,  July  14,  1869,  and  was 
educated  in  the  Phoenix  Academy.  He  was  employed  in  various  ways  until  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  in  1887,  when  he  was  employed  by  Josiah  Ross  in  the  capacity  of 
bookkeeper,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  three  years,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  with  the  firm  of  Farrar  &  Trefts.  He  passed  a  civil  service  examination 
and  on  May  2,  1890,  was  employed  in  the  post  office  department  of  Buffalo  as  clerk, 
and  August  9,  1894,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  Station  C, 
which  position  he  now  holds. 

'  Clark,  Edward,  M.  D. — Among  the  native  born  Buffalonians  who  have  spent  their 
lives  in  the  city,  of  their  birth,  one  of  the  most  prominent  is  Dr.  Edward  Clark,  who 
was  born  October  28,  1852.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  an  early 
age  evinced  the  desire  to  study  medicine,  and  accordingly  entered  the  University  of 
.Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '80.  In  1888  and  1889  he  was 
health  physician  of  the  city,  and  since  that  time  has  been  in  active  practice  of  his 
profession.    He  was  married.  May  1,  1884,  to  Miss  Nellie  M.  Daniels  of  Buffalo. 

Allen,  Thomas  G.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  November  22,  1858. 
After  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Dunkirk  and 
Buffalo  he  received  an  appointment  in  the  Buffalo  Grape  Sugar  Works,  where  he 
made  a  special  study  of  chemistry  and  mechanical  engineering.  In  1879  he  w^as  ap- 
pointed assistant  superintendent  of  the  Peoria  Grape  Sugar  Works,  and  later  became 
superintendent  and  chemist  of  the  Grape  Sugar  Works  at  Walkerville,  Can.  In 
1883  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  Here  he 
took  a  special  course  on  the  eye  and  ear,  and  during  his  last  year  was  physician  in 
charge  of  the  hospital  ward  for  women,  and  also  assisted  Dr.  Hobbs  in  his  eye  and 
ear  clinics.  He  was  graduated  valedictorian  of  the  class  March  3,  1886.  In  May  of 
the  same  year  Dr.  Allen  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  has 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  surgery,  having  successfully  performed  most  of  the 
major  operations.  Dr.  Allen  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Association,  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Long,  Eli  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N. 
Y.,  July  24,  1860.  In  1879  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1882.  After  taking  a  post-graduate 
course  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.    Mr.  Long  is  professor  of  materia  medica  in  the 
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Buffalo  College  of  Pharmacy  and  in  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo ;  also  adjunct  professor  of  materia  medica  in  the  medical  department.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Satterlee,  Richard  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo. — After  years  of  preparation  for  practice  of 
the  oculist's  art,  Dr.  Satterlee  began  a  professional  career  of  great  usefulness  in 
Buffalo  and  has  attained  eminence  entirely  deserved  in  this  field  of  medical  and  sur- 
gical science.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  in  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  prominent  educators  of  that  city,  Leroy  Satterlee,  A.  M.,  princi- 
pal of  the  Rochester  Collegiate  Institute.  Dr.  Satterlee  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  afterward  in  the  university  of  that  place.  He  began 
the  study  of  medicine  at  the  medical  department  of  the  Buffalo  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1888.  In  1894  he  visited  Europe  to  supplement  his  knowl- 
edge in  his  art,  and  pursued  his  studies  and  observations  in  the  principal  eye  hospi- 
tals in  Vienna,  Paris  and  London,  where  every  opportunity  was  presented  and  zeal- 
ously embraced  to  perfect  himself  in  the  science  of  ophthalmology.  Returning  from 
Europe  he  at  once  engaged  in  active  practice  in  Buffalo  with  his  office  and  residence 
at  No.  187  Delaware  avenue.  He  is  consulting  oculist  for  the  Buffalo  Railway  Co., 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburg  Railway  and  the  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls 
Electric  Railway. 

Pattison,  George  W.,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.,  November  13,  1845.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  Clarence  and 
Aurora  Academies.  In  1861  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Akron,  N.  Y. ,  with 
Dr.  L.  P.  L.  Parker,  afterward  with  Dr.  Julius  F.  Miner  of  Buffalo.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  February  24,  1869. 
Dr.  Pattison  was  appointed  district  physician,  which  office  he  held  for  four  years  and 
at  the  end  of  this  time  he  was  appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  as  health  physi- 
cian. As  a  practitioner  Dr.  Pattison  has  been  wonderfully  successful  and  enjoys  a 
large  and  growing  business. 

Hurd,  Dr.  Arthur  W.,  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital,  was  born  at 
Galesburg,  111.,  December  26,  1858,  and  comes  from  a  line  of  ancestry  largely  made 
up  of  medical  men.  After  attending  the  public  schools  he  entered  Knox  College, 
where  he  graduated  with  honor  in  1880,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  later  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  his  alma  mater.  He  then  entered  the 
Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  in  1883  he  took  his  medical  degree  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York  city.  During  the  same  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  staff  of  the  Workhouse  and  Almshouse  Hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island, 
and  later  as  an  interne  in  the  surgical  division  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 
After  spending  some  time  abroad  studying  in  Vienna  and  London,  he  returned  to 
this  country  and  soon  after  was  offered  the  position  of  assistant  physician  of  the  Buf- 
falo State  Hospital,  where  he  served  in  this  capacity  for  nine  years  previous  to  his 
appointment  as  superintendent  in  1894.  In  1892  Dr.  Hurd  delivered  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  Insanity  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  for  Dr. 
Andrews,  who  was  sick  at  the  time,  and  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Andrews,  in  1894,  Dr. 
Hurd  was  made  full  professor,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  position  until  quite  re- 
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cently.  Dr.  Hurd  has  been  very  active  in  matters  pertaining  to  medical  organiza- 
tions for  many  years,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  American 
Medico-Psychological  Association,  and  several  other  clubs  and  societies.  He  has 
written  numerous  papers  on  the  subject  of  Insanity,  as  well  as  other  topics,  which 
have  been  read  before  the  various  societies  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  delivered 
the  opening  address  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1894, 
and  his  paper,  an  able  one,  was  entitled  "  The  Physician  in  Literature." 

Gilray,  Edgar  J.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Gulp)  Gilray,  was 
born  atTapletown,  Can.,  December  13,  1866.  In  1887  he  entered  the  Toronto  Uni- 
versity, medical  department,  finishing  his  medical  education,  however,  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '91.  In  1894  he  was 
offered  a  position  at  the  Erie  County  Hospital  as  medical  superintendent,  which  he 
accepted  and  has  since  been  connected  with  that  institution.  He  was  married  in 
June,  1896,  to  Miss  Jessie  Pettit  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County 
Medical  Society  and  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Gilray  has  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  brightest  of  the  rising  young  members  of  the  profession. 

Matthews,  George  E.,  Buffalo,  whose  connection  with  the  Buffalo  Express  has 
made  his  name  familiar  throughout  New  York  State,  was  born  in  Westfield,  Chau- 
tauqua county,  N.  Y.,  March  27,  1855,  his  parents  living,-  however,  at  that  time  in 
Buffalo.  He  was  educated  in  private  schools  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  entered 
Yale  College  and  in  1877  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  The  following  year 
he  entered  the  business  department  of  the  Buffalo  Express,  and  for  ten  years  was 
its  business  manager.  He  also  served  the  paper  during  short  vacancies  in  the  regu- 
lar staff  as  telegraph  editor  and  city  editor  and  for  a  number  of  years  performed  the 
duties  of  literary  editor  in  addition  to  his  service  in  the  office.  Upon  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1888,  he  became  chief  owner  of  the  Express,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  its  editor,  and  president  of  the  Matthews-Northrop  Co.  Probably  no  man  con- 
nected with  newspapers  in  Buffalo  has  had  more  experience  than  Mr.  Matthews. 
He  has  always  been  an  enterprising  and  hard-working  Republican,  coming  to  the 
front  in  every  close  contest  as  one  of  the  ablest  workers  his  party  has  ever  known  in 
the  county.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen  whose  support  is  always  accorded  to 
worthy  enterprises.  Mr.  Matthews  enjoys  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  his  acquaintances  are  by  no  means  limited.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Buffalo,  EUicott,  and  in  fact  all  the  leading  clubs  of  the  city  and  a  member  of 
the  Newspaper  Publishers'  Association.  He  was  married,  July  12,  1887,  to  Mary  E. 
Burrows  of  Buffalo. 

Phelps,  William  C,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  August  31,  1844. 
He  obtained  his  education  from  the  public  schools  of  Le  Roy  and  Middlebury  Acad- 
emy. After  leaving  school  he  determined  to  study  medicine  and  accordingly  en- 
tered the  office  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Hill,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  finishing  his  professional  studies 
at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in 
1866.  He  at  once  began  and  still  continues  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buf- 
falo, doing  a  large  and  successful  business.  Dr.  Phelps  has  been  for  the  last 
eighteen  years  surgeon  at  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital.    H§  is  ^  member  of  the 


58 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the  State  Medical  As- 
sociation; he  is  connected  with  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  as  associate  professor 
and  demonstrator  of  anatomy. 

Krauss,  William  C,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  October  15,  1863, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Magdalena  Krauss.  He  entered  the  Attica  Union 
School  in  1870  and  was  graduated  as  valedictorian  of  his  class  in  1880.  He  then  en- 
tered Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  the  ensuing  autumn,  taking  a  scientific 
course.  He  received  the  Horace  K.  White  prize  in  veterinary  science  in  1883  and 
graduated  in  1884,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  a  two  years 
certificate  for  extra  work  done  in  the  medical  preparatory  course.  Dr.  Krauss  then 
entered  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  New  York  city,  and  graduated  as 
Doctor  in  Medicine  in  1886,  standing  second  in  the  honor  class.  He  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Berlin  in  the  summer  of  1888,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. ,  re- 
ceiving the  standing  "Magna  Cum  Laude"  at  the  head  of  his  class.  He  then  en- 
tered the  University  of  Paris  in  the  autumn  of  1888  and  visited  London  medical 
schools  in  the  spring  of  1889.  In  May,  1889,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  soon 
located  at  No.  382  Virginia  street,  and  recently  at  371  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  has  established  a  large  special  practice  in  nervous  and  mental  dis- 
eases, besides  being  interested  in  the  local.  State  and  national  medical  societies, 
medical  journalism,  medical  education,  and  is  an  active  original  investigator  in  his 
chosen  specialty. 

Ball,  Richard  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Richard  J.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Siegenthaler)  Ball, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  5,  1870,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1887  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  William  C.  Bryant,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years,  finishing  his  legal  studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Harry 
D.  Williams,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1892.  He  then  entered  the 
office  of  Sprague,  Morey,  Sprague  &  Brownell  (afterwards  Sprague,  Moot,  Sprague 
&  Brownell),  acting  as  managmg  clerk  until  September  1,  1896,  when  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Leo  M.  Rohr,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ball  &  Rohr,  with  offices  at 
No.  800  Ellicott  Square. 

Bennett,  Lewis  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Duanesburg,  Schenectady 
county,  N.  Y. ,  July  7,  1833.  When  he  was  four  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  the 
town  of  Glen,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  as  a  clerk  in  the  general 
grocery  store  of  Chapman  &  Smith  in  Fultonville,  N.  Y. ;  at  eighteen  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Chapman,  Peck  &  Co.  In  1856,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he 
became  a  copartner  with  William  R.  Chapman  and  William  W.  Kline,  under  the 
firm  of  L.  J.  Bennett  &  Co.,  which  lasted  until  1866,  when  he  sold  out  his  interest  to 
Chapman  &  Kline  and  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  There  he 
engaged  in  general  contracting,  city.  State  and  government  work,  embracing  in 
part  that  of  building  iron  bridges.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  largely 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  hydraulic  cement  and  has  been  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Cement  Co.,  Limited,  since  its  organization.  In  1889  he  laid  out  Central 
Park,  a  suburb  of  Buffalo,  which  took  four  years  of  continuous  work  and  cost  nearly 
1300,000  in  improvements  alone. 
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Comstock,  George  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  November  22, 
1845.  He  obtained  his  elementary  education  at  South  Norwalk  (Conn.)  High  School, 
and  was  graduated  in  1862.  After  leaving  school  he  served  a  two  years'  apprentice- 
ship in  the  hat  factory  of  his  father  at  South  Norwalk.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  accepted  a  position  with  his  uncle,.  M.  L.  Comstock,  and  after  three  years' 
service  was  admitted  to  partnership  in  the  firm  of  M.  L.  Comstock  &  Co.  In  1892 
he  purchased  the  entire  business  and  has  since  conducted  it  alone.  Mr.  Comstock  is 
well  known  in  business  circles  and  is  one  of  the  leading  fur  manufacturers  of  the 
city. 

Little,  Edward,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  county  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  June  10, 
1832.  In  1853  he  came  to  America  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  western  Can- 
ada. In  1858  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  was 
graduated  in  1862,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  was  for  two  years  interne  in 
the  General  Hospital  and  physician  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital ;  at  the  end  of  this 
service  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  still  continues  with  great 
success.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  post  mortem  examiners  for  Erie 
county. 

Gould,  Thomas  T.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cambria,  Niagara  county,  N. 
Y.,  September  18,  1832.  His  early  education  was  obtained  from  the  public  schools  of 
Pekin  and  Lockport.  After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  a  carriage  factory, 
where  he  remained  for  seven  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  Express  Company  and  has  been  with  this  company  for  forty 
years,  comm^encing  as  a  driver  and  being  promoted  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now 
general  agent  of  the  company  at  Buffalo. 

Schade,  Louis,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin,  Germany,  January  28,  1845.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  high  schools 
and  universities  of  Leipzig  and  Greifswald.  In  1865  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, and  finished  it  in  the  spring  of  1870.  In  July,  1870,  when  the  French-German 
war  began,  he  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Military  Hospital  of  Coblenz. 
He  was  afterward  surgeon  on  the  German-American  Line  steamers.  In  1873  he  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr. 
Schade  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
of  Buffalo,  and  consulting  physician  to  the  German  Deaconess  Home,  and  was  for 
several  years  president  of  the  German  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Flagg,  John  Dodds,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Morrisburg,  Ont.,  January  16, 
1860.  His  early  educational  training  was  in  the  public  and  high  schools  at  his  home, 
after  which  he  attended  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  St.  Catharines,  and  Victoria  Uni- 
versity at  Coburg.  After  leaving  Coburg  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  McGill 
University,  Montreal,  where  he  graduated  in  1887,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  C. 
M.  He  then  went  to  Edinburgh  where  he  received  the  L.  R.  C.  P.  and  L.  R.  C.  S. 
qualifications,  after  which  he  spent  some  months  in  London  in  furthur  study.  In  1888 
he  came  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  doing  a  general  prac- 
tice. Shortly  after  coming  to  Buffalo  he  was  appointed  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in 
Niagara  University,  and  in  1892  was  appointed  professor  of  physiology  in  the  same 
university,  which  position  he  still  holds.  His  practice  is  now  limited  to  diseases  of 
the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat. 
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Thurstone,  William,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  London,  England,  February  21,  1826. 
He  served  a  seven  years'  apprenticeship  as  printer  to  the  Honorable  Stationers'  Com- 
pany of  London,  was  a  reporter  for  several  London  newspapers  and  had  become  the 
proprietor  of  the  Horticultural  Journal.  In  1853  he  came  to  America  and  with  the 
experience  he  had  had  he  found  no  trouble  in  finding  employment.  The  first  money  ^ 
he  earned  in  Buffalo  was  by  setting  type  on  the  city  directory  and  was  soon  after  en- 
gaged as  compositor  on  the  Express,  He  afterward  became  commercial  editor  of 
the  Courier,  retaining  this  position  for  twenty-two  years.  Mr.  Thurstone  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  thirty-four  years  and  secretary  of  the  Merchants' 
Exchange  for  fourteen  years.  For  over  thirty  years  he  has  furnished  statistical  mat- 
ter for  boards  of  trade,  commercial  conventions,  newspapers,  and  pamphlets,  and 
ranks  as  an  expert  in  this  line.  He  has  also  contributed  extensively  to  the  editorial 
columns  of  New  York  and  Chicago  magazines.  His  church  afhliations  have  always 
been  with  the  Episcopals,  Church  of  the  Ascension,  St.  John's  and  Trinity,  serving 
in  the  former  as  vestryman  and  treasurer  and  in  St.  John's  as  vestryman  and  warden. 

Kuhlmann,  Dr.  Helene,  has  been  a  resident  of  Erie  county  since  November,  1892. 
She  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  on  October  25,  1869,  and  received  her  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  her  native  city  and  in  the  Seminary  at  Ziirich,  Switz- 
erland. In  1887  she  came  to  this  country  and  entered  the  Woman's  Medical  College 
of  the  New  York  Infirmary,  graduating  from  that  college  in  1890  with  the  title  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  After  graduation  she  served  successively  in  the  New  York  In- 
firmary, the  Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital  on  Staten  Island,  and  the  Babies'  Hospital 
of  New  York  city.  In  the  fall  of  1892  she  was  appointed  woman  associate  physician 
at  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital,  which  position  she  holds  at  the  present  time. 

Smith,  James  S.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Kings  county,  New  Brunswick,  De- 
cember 16,  1832.  In  1858  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Burford,  Can.,  under 
Dr.  Chester,  and  in  1860  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  graduating  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  M.  D., 
February  25,  1862.  He  then  served  one  year  as  house  physician  at  the  Buffalo  Gen- 
eral Hospital  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo.  He  was  for  seven  years  surgeon  of  the  65th  N.  Y.  N.  G.  Dr.  Smith  was 
attending  physician  at  the  Widows'  and  Orphans' Asylum  for  twenty  four  years. 

Colton,  Albert  J.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joseph  B.  and  Abby  M.  (Winegard)  Col- 
ton,  was  born  at  West  Webster,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  April  18,  1864.  He  was 
educated  in  the  Webster  Union  School  and  the  Genesee  State  Normal,  He  after- 
wards taught  school  for  a  time  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Niagara  Univer- 
sity, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  He  was  then  appointed  interne  at  the 
Buffalo  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  where  he  served  one  year.  He  then  be- 
gan general  practice.  Dr.  Colton  was  for  two  years  assistant  demonstrator  of  anat- 
omy at  Niagara  University.  January  28,  1892,  he  married  Stella  Marvin,  of  Spring- 
water,  N.  Y. 

Earl,  Wesley  Clark,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Mount  Holly,  Rutland  county, 
Vt.,  June  13,  1835.  His  father  removed  to  Niagara  county  in  1844.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Lockport  Union  School.  In  1861  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Fassett  &  Kittenger,  of  Lockport,  and  entered  the  medical  department  of 


f EkSONAL  REFERENCES. 


61 


the  University  of  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  attended  the 
Bellevue  College  of  New  York  city,  and  graduated  in  1864.  He  then  entered  the 
army  as  assistant  surgeon,  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York  harbor, 
and  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  with  others  was  in  charge  of 
the  sick  among  the  rebel  prisoners.  After  the  war  Dr.  Earl  settled  in  Pekin,  where 
he  remamed  nine  years.  In  June,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Agnes,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Isaac  R.  Bradnack,  of  Cambria,  N.  Y.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  and 
for  six  years  was  on  the  Board  of  Health.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medi- 
cal Society. 

Long,  Benjamin  G.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  physician  and  surgeon,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1858.  His  early  education  was  re- 
ceived at  Williamsville  Academy.  In  1879  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the 
Buffalo  University,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1883.  In  1892,  while  pursu- 
ing his  studies,  he  was  interne  at  the  Rochester  City  Hospital.  He  immediately 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  and  has  ever  since  been  so  engaged. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and  is  president  of  the  medical 
section  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Long  married  Mary  Grove,  of  Williams- 
ville, N.  Y.,  m  May,  1884. 

Randall,  Dr.  Lillian,  Buffalo,  the  founder  of  Riverside  Hospital,  was  born  in 
Hebron,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Adam  G.  Craig  and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Adam 
G.  Craig,  who  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  from  Scotland  to  America;  he  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  Dr.  Adam  G.  Craig  was  a  graduate  from  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  School  and  was  for  some  years  connected  with  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital in  New  York  city.  He  was  a  prominent  and  active  Mason  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  practicing  in  Colchester,  Conn.  His  wife,  Emily  S.  Hotchkiss,  was  a 
descendant  from  some  of  the  earliest  American  settlers.  Dr.  Lillian  Randall  was 
prepared  for  her  academical  course  at  home  under  private  tutorage,  and  at  fifteen 
became  a  student  at  Windsor  Academy,  from  which  she  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1879;  she  then  attended  the  Binghamton  High  School,  from  which  she  was 
graduated,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
graduating  from  there  in  1891.  Her  preceptor  was  Dr.  Roswell  Park.  She  imme- 
diately began  the  practice  of  her  profession,  and  in  1892  founded  the  Riverside  Hos- 
pital, which  she  then  intended  for  women  only,  beginning  in  a  small  way  with  but 
three  beds.  Her  success  was  plainly  demonstrated  by  the  rapid  increase  in  her  busi- 
ness and  demand  for  admittance  at  the  hospital,  having  now  developed  into  a  gen- 
eral hospital,  occupying  two  buildings  on  Lafayette  avenue,  with  thirty  beds.  The 
staff  of  physicians  are  of  the  most  prominent,  being  Drs.  Parmenter,  Crockett,  Put- 
nam, Potter  and  Thompson ;  associated  with  these  as  counselors  may  be  mentioned 
Drs.  O'Brien,  Stockton,  Wende,  Krausse,  and  Dr.  Carro  J.  Cummings  as  house 
physician.  Dr.  Randall  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  also  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  president  of  the  Physicians'  League. 

Miller,  Jacob,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  physician  and  surgeon,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo, May  25,  1869.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  Canisius  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1888.  He  at  once  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the 
University  of  Buffalo  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  '91. 
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He  then  spent  two  years  at  the  Erie  County  Hospital  as  house  surgeon,  after 
which  he  began  private  practice.  Dr.  Miller  makes  a  specialty  of  diseases  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  the  spring  of  1897  he  went  to  Dresden,  Germany,  for  a  special  course 
under  Dr.  Leopold,  one  of  Germany's  leading  professors.  He  also  spent  some 
time  in  Berlin.  In  April,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara,  daughter 
of  ex-Sheriff  August  Beck,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  August  W. 

Schaefer,  Gustavus  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  German}'-,  February  13,  1843,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  America  when  but  a  child  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  His  first 
business  experience  was  with  the  banking  firm  of  Manchester  &  Rich,  in  Spauld- 
ing's  Exchange,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  for  one  year,  when  he  accepted  a 
position  with  White's  Bank  in  1857  and  remained  with  them  for  four  years.  In 
1861,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Henry  L.  Schaefer,  he  organized  the  firm  of 
Schaefer  &  Bro.,  maltsters  and  grain  dealers,  which  is  to  day  one  of  the  largest  con- 
cerns in  the  city.  In  his  business  dealings  Mr.  Schaefer  is  noted  for  his  frank  and 
obliging  disposition. 

Hurd,  Harvey  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Elma,  N.  Y.,  February  28,  1849.  Mr. 
Hurd's  father,  Clark  W.  Hurd,  was  of  Vermont  stock,  coming  to  Erie  county  in  the 
thirties.  Harvey  J.  Hurd's  early  life  was  passed  upon  the  farm  and  his  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  m  the  district  school ;  to  this  was  added  an  excellent  training  at 
Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1872.  His  commercial  life 
has  been  confined  to  the  lumber  business  chiefly,  in  which  he  is  at  present  engaged 
in  Buffalo  in  company  with  his  brother,  James  T.  Hurd,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hurd  Bros.  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  1877  to  1881 ;  he  is 
an  ardent  Republican  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  as  one  of  the  managers  of 
the  party  in  Erie  county.  In  social  life  Mr.  Hurd  is  eminently  companionable. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  University  Club  and  is  a  32d  degree 
Mason. 

Greene,  Walter  D.,  M.  D.,  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Buffalo,  having  filled  many  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  and  at  the  same 
time  built  up  a  large  and  constantly  growing  practice.  He  was  born  in  Starksboro, 
Addison  county,  Vt.,  in  1853.  After  completing  a  three  years'  classical  and  scien- 
tific course  in  Union  Springs  Seminary,  he  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  was 
graduated  in  1876.  He  passed  successfully  a  competitive  examination  for  the  posi- 
tion of  physician  to  the  General  Hospital,  but  refused  the  appointment  then  secured  to 
accept  the  position  of  junior  assistant  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  Rochester  City 
Hospital,  Locating  in  Mendon,  N.  Y.,  he  pursued  his  profession  for  three  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  been  a  devoted  and  enthusiastic  follower 
of  his  profession  up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  an  active  and  honored  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  and  many  other  professional 
and  social  societies.  He  was  health  physician  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  in  1889-1891, 
and  is  at  present  deputy  health  commissioner ;  professor  of  diseases  of  the  kidneys, 
medical  department  of  Niagara  University ;  and  surgeon  to  the  Erie  County  Hospital. 

Albertson,  Charles  S.,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  from  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  and  one  of  Buffalo's  leading  physicians  and  surgeons,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Rush ,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y. ,  February  9,  1852.  His  ancestors  were  pioneers 
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in  Western  New  York,  descending  from  the  early  Dutch  settlers  who  peopled  New 
York  when  it  was  New  Amsterdam.  His  first  schooling  was  obtained  from  the 
public  schools  and  the  Brockport  Normal  School,  In  1873  he  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  J.  W.  Craig  as  a  student,  remaining  one  year,  when  he  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  and  after  five  years  he  again  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  receiving 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1882.  He  first  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Port 
Byron,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  then  removed  to  Bellaire,  Ohio, 
and  after  oae  year  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Albertson  is  now  on  the  attending  staff  of  the  Buffalo 
Homeopathic  Hospital,  also  obstetrician  at  the  Lexington  Heights  Hospital.  He  is 
a  member  of  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1892,  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  the  Society  of  Western  New  York,  of  which  he 
is  vice-president,  and  is  one  of  the  supreme  officers  and  a  director  of  the  Empire 
Knights  of  Relief.  Dr.  Albertson  is  a  courteous  gentleman  and  deservedly  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

Borzilleri,  Charles  R.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  the  island  of  Sicily,  Italy,  was 
born  February  3,  1873,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo  in  1885,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  in  1891  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Buffalo  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1895.  He  is  a  leading 
Republican  among  the  Italians  and  is  president  of  the  Central  Italian  Republican 
League;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  King  Hiimbert  Society, 
Young  Men's  Italian  Military  Society,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  a  member  of  the 
I.  C.  I.,  a  college  society. 

Mann,  Charles  Willard,  one  of  Buffalo's  leading  merchants,  was  born  at  Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Glens  Falls  Academy, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Normal  School.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  entered 
into  the  mercantile  business.  While  a  resident  of  Troy  he  took  an  active  part  in 
politics  and  was  a  Republican  committeeman  of  the  Thirteenth  ward  for  several 
years.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  a  department  for  Barnes, 
Hengerer  &  Co.,  remaining  with  this  firm  for  four  and  one-half  years,  when  he  sev- 
ered his  connection  to  engage  in  business  for  himself.  Mr.  Mann  is  prominently 
-identified  with  Masonry,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  member,  a  member  of  Buffalo 
Consistory,  A.  &  A.  Scottish  Rite,  and  Buffalo  Council  Cryptic  Masonry,  and  is  po- 
tent monarch  of  Zueleika  Grotto  No.  10,  M.  O.  V.  P.  He  is  a  member  of  Chippewa 
Council  No.  1243,  Royal  Arcanum,  a  chapter  member  of  Emerson  Legion  No.  50,  S. 
K.,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  U.  S.  Grant  Legion  No.  17  and  was  its  first  past 
commander.  He  is  a  man  of  great  business  ability  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  Mr.  Mann  was  married  in  1872  to  Cora  M.  Flint,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  J.  Flint, 
of  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. 

Sweet,  Charles  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Hancock,  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1832,  and  received  a  common  school  education.  In  1862,  when  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  transportation  business  on 
Central  wharf.  Here,  undoubtedly,  he  gained  many  of  those  traits  of  accurate  deal- 
ings, and  that  sound  business  judgment,  which  have  characterized  his  career  in  the 
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more  difficult  and  responsible  field  upon  which  he  entered  in  1881,  when  he  became 
president  of  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Buffalo,  a  position  he  continues  to  occupy. 
Mr.  Sweet  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens'  Gas  Company  and  is  now  its 
vice-president.  He  is  also  connected  with  many  associations  of  a  religious  and  phil- 
anthropic character. 

Eggert,  Oliver  J.,  Buffalo,  since  1874  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  German  Insurance 
Company,  was  born  in  Petersburg,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  October  31,  1828.  In  1831 
he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Williamsville,  Erie  county,  where  he  received  a 
common  school  education.  Afterward  he  was  for  two  years  a  clerk  in  the  grocery 
store  of  John  J.  Sidway,  of  Buffalo,  and  later  entered  the  wholesale  grocery  house 
of  Charles  T.  Payne,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1847,  when  he  starced  a  general 
store  at  Eggertsville,  a  place  that  takes  its  name  from  his  father.  Christian  Eggert. 
Mr.  Eggert  carried  on  a  successful  business  there  until  1862,  when  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  under  Robert  H.  Best;  in  1864  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county, 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  served  three  years.  In  1871  he  was  appointed  deputy 
city  comptroller  by  R.  D.  Ford,  and  in  1871-72  acted  as  police  justice  of  Buffalo.  In 
March,  1872,  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and  so  continued  until  March, 
1874,  when  he  became  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  German  Insurance  Company,  which 
position  he  has  since  filled  with  great  credit  and  ability.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers, an  incorporator,  and  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  of  this  com- 
pany in  1867,  and  as  a  director  and  its  secretary  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
developing  its  resources  and  bringing  it  to  its  present  efficient  and  substantial  con- 
dition. Its  capital  is  $200,000 ;  and  its  surplus  of  $140,000  in  1874  has  steadily  grown 
to  $1,350,000,  as  shown  by  the  statement  of  July  1,  1897.  Mr.  Eggert  is  an  able 
financier,  a  prominent  citizen,  and  an  enterprising  business  man.  He  is  also  a  trus- 
tee and  second  vice  president  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank.  November  15,  1849, 
he  married  Susan  Frick,  daughter  of  Martin  Frick,  of  Eggertsville,  Erie  county. 

Wilson,  Charles  R.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  October  20,  1863.  He 
IS  the  second  son  of  Franklin  Winslow  and  Anna  Underbill  Mekeel,  his  wife,  and 
on  his  father's  side  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Kenelm  Winslow  (younger  brother  of 
Edward  Winslow,  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony),  who  came  to  Plymouth,  Mass., 
from  Droitwich,  Worcestershire,  England,  in  1629.  The  ancient  descent  and  hon- 
orable record  of  the  Winslow  family  m  England  is  well  known.  On  his  mother's 
side  Mr.  Wilson  descends  from  Stuart  Wilson,  and  Jane,  his  wife,  who  immigrated 
from  England  and  settled  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1753,  and  from  Christiana  Clinton, 
who,  with  her  sister  Elizabeth,  and  her  brother  Charles  Clinton,  came  from  England 
and  settled  at  Little  Britain,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1729,  and  who  are  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Clinton  family  in  this  country,  Gen.  George  Clinton  and  Gen.  James 
Clinton,  being  the  sons  of  the  above  named  Charles  Clinton.  Mr.  Wilson's  great- 
grandfather, Robert  Wilson,  was  early  trained  in  the  duties  and  hardships  of  mili- 
tary life  by  his  maternal  uncle,  Capt.  James  Gregg  (whose  name  is  a  familiar  one  in 
early  annals  of  the  Mohawk  Valle}^),  having  enlisted  in  Gregg's  Company  of  the  3d 
N.  Y.  Regiment  in  January,  1776,  being  then  but  twelve  years  of  age.  By  the  in- 
fluence of  his  uncle,  Gen.  James  Clinton,  he  was  appointed  ensign  of  the  4th  Co.  of 
the  1st  N.  Y.  Regiment,  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  in  June,  1781.  His  commission,  now 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wilson,  is  quaintly  addressed  to  "  Robert  Wilson  Gentle- 
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man,"  is  signed  by  Elias  Boudinot,  president  of  Congress,  and  countersigned  by 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  secretary  of  war.  It  bears  the  seal  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
On  the  19th  of  October  following  Ensign  Wilson  had  the  distinguished  honor  of 
being  selected  to  receive  the  colors  of  the  British  army  surrendered  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  at  Yorktown,  as  the  following  record  shows:  "The  delivery  of  the  colors  of 
the  several  regiments,  twenty-eight  in  number,  was  next  performed.  For  this  pur- 
pose twenty-eight  British  captains,  each  bearing  a  flag  in  a  case,  were  drawn  up  in 
line.  Opposite  to  them  at  a  distance  of  six  paces,  twenty-eight  American  sergeants 
were  placed  in  line  to  receive  the  colors.  Robert  Wilson,  of  Chnton's  brigade,  the 
youngest  commissioned  officer  in  the  army,  being  then  only  eighteen  years  of  age, 
was  appointed  by  Col.  Hamilton,  the  officer  of  the  day,  to  conduct  this  interesting 
ceremony.  When  Wilson  gave  the  order  for  the  British  captains  to  advance  two 
paces  to  deliver  up  their  colors  and  the  American  sergeants  to  advance  two  paces  to 
receive  them,  the  former  hesitated  and  gave  as  a  reason  that  they  were  unwilling  to 
surrender  them  to  non-commissioned  officers.  Col.  Hamilton,  who  was  at  a  dis- 
tance, observed  the  hesitation  and  rode  up  to  inquire  the  cause.  On  being  informed 
he  willingly  spared  the  feelings  of  the  British  captains  and  ordered  Ensign  Wilson  to 
receive  them  himself  and  hand  them  to  the  American  sergeants.  When  the  colors 
were  surrendered  the  whole  royal  army  laid  down  their  arms." — Lossing's  Field 
Book  of  the  Revolution,  Vol  2,  p.  524.  Ensign  Wilson  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  his  diploma  as  such,  signed  by  General 
Washington  as  the  president,  and  by  General  Knox  as  the  secretary  of  the  society, 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  by  hereditary  right  (as  the  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Ensign  Wilson)  is  now  a  member  of  that  (to  use  the  words  of  Washing- 
ton) "  illustrious  institution."  When  a  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  (his  father 
having  died)  was  adopted  by  his  mother's  cousin,  Robert  Preston  Wilson,  of  Buffalo, 
N.Y.,  and  took  his  surname.  He  was  educated  in  public  and  private  schools  in  Buf- 
falo and  in  1886  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Marshall,  Clinton  & 
Wilson,  a  leading  firm  of  lawyers  in  that  city.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889, 
but  continued  in  the  office  of  Marshall,  Clinton  &  Wilson  until  the  dissolution  of  that 
firm  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilson  in  1892.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Philip 
S.  Smith,  esq.,  of  this  city,  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilson  &  Smith.  The  firm  built  up  a  good  business  and  has  an  excellent  standing 
in  the  profession.  Mr.  Wilson  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  literary,  benevolent  and 
social  institutions  of  the  city,  and  his  recognized  business  capacity  has  already  made 
him  prominent  in  their  management.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hos- 
pital and  secretary  of  its  board,  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  treas- 
urer of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  a  trustee  of  Hobart  College,  one  of 
the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's  church,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  the  Liberal  Club  of 
Buffalo,  and  of  the  Grolier  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  the  Colonial  Wars  and  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  The  writer 
of  this  sketch  has  known  him  from  his  early  childhood  and  sees  in  him  a  young  man 
already  noted  for  his  industry,  capacity  and  integrity,  destined  to  attain  honorable 
rank  in  his  profession,  to  be  known  and  trusted  as  a  sagacious  and  successful 
man  of  business,  as  faithful  to  every  social  duty  and  as  a  wise  and  useful  citizen. 

Hubbell,  Clifford,  Buffalo,  is  of  English  descent,  tracing  his  lineage  from  William 
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Bradford,  one  of  the  Mayflower  pilgrims  and  the  second  governor  of  Plymouth 
colony.  His  father,  Charles  Hubbell,  was  a  prominent  banker  in  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  also  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  where  he  still  resides  at  the 
age  of  eighty;  his  wife,  Anna  M.  Sage,  who  died  in  1881,  was  a  daughter  of  Oren 
Sage,  one  of  the  founders  of  Rochester  University  and  a  leadmg  shoe  manufacturer 
of  that  city.  They  had  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Walter  S.  Hubbell 
is  a  lawyer  in  Rochester ;  Rev.  William  N.  Hubbell  is  a  Baptist  clergyman  in  New 
Jersey;  Oren  S.  is  connected  with  a  bank  in  Chicago,  and  Charles  H.,  a  shoe  dealer 
in  St.  Louis,  died  in  1883.  Clifford  Hubbell,  the  youngest  son,  was  born  in  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  December  12,  1867,  received  a  good  preparatory  education,  and  for  about  two 
years  was  bookkeeper  in  a  wholesale  grocery  house  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  where  he  also 
obtained  his  first  banking  experience  as  a  clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank.  After 
two  years  in  the  latter  capacity  he  became  teller  in  the  Traders'  Bank  at  Tacoma, 
Wash.  On  the  organization  of  the  Columbia  National  Bank  of  Buffalo,  in  1892,  Mr. 
Hubbell  was  made  assistant  cashier,  and  in  1893  he  was  elected  cashier,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  other  organizations.  June  26, 1890,  he  married  Grace 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Theron  F.  Woodward,  of  Batavia,  N,  Y.,  and  they  have  two 
children :  Woodward  Sage  and  Elizabeth  Bradford. 

Clement,  S.  M. ,  Buffalo. — Among  the  younger  business  men  of  Buffalo  who  occupy 
positions  of  the  highest  character  and  of  the  greatest  responsibility  Mr.  Clement 
stands  foremost.  He  was  born  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1859.  After  receiv- 
ing the  training  of  the  public  schools  he  entered  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  School, 
where  he  was  prepared  for  college.  He  then  entered  Yale  College  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1882.  In  1883,  after  nearly  a  year's  travel  abroad,  he  began  his  career  as 
a  banker  as  clerk  in  the  Marine  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  later  became  assistant  cashier. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  cashier,  which  position  he  held  for  ten  years,  and  on  March 
27,  1895,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  president  of  that  institution,  which  he  still  holds 
Mr.  Clement  was  a  member  of  a  committee  of  three  which  organized  the  Buffalo 
Clearing  House  in  1888,  and  has  been  chairman  of  that  committee  for  four  years. 
For  a  time  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
Merchants'  Exchange.  At  present  he  is  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  State  Normal 
School  and  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  a  member  of  the  Ellicott  Square  Club,  the  Uni- 
versity Club,  and  the  Saturn.    In  1884  he  married  Caroline  Jewett  Tripp,  of  Buffalo. 

Walker,  WiUiam  H.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Stephen  Walker  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  a  prom- 
inent mechanic  and  builder  of  his  day,  who  moved  to  Buffalo  in  1832,  when  William 
was  six  years  of  age,  and  where  he  was  educated  in  the  private  schools  and  the  Buf- 
falo Academy.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  Owen  P.  Ransdell, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  wholesale  shoe  business  in  Western  New  York. 
After  serving  several  years  as  a  clerk  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  in  the  concern, 
which  continued  until  1876,  when  the  copartnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Walker 
engaged  in  business  for  himself.  In  1887  he  admitted  to  partnership  Edward  C. 
Walker  and  William  A.  Joyce,  and  in  1893  Stephen  Walker  was  added  to  the  firm. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Buffalo. 

Cornwell,  William  Caryl,  Buffalo,  is  thoroughly  modern  in  his  methods  and  ideas, 
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and  at  the  same  time  thoroughly  sound.  The  best  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  is 
found  in  the  great  growth  of  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  was  for  fifteen  years 
the  cashier,  and  also  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo,  which  he  organized  in  1892  and  of 
which  he  is  president.  When  Mr.  Cornwell  became  cashier  of  the  first  named  bank 
it  employed  a  few  clerks  and  used  one  room  for  the  transaction  of  its  business;  when 
he  left  the  bank  it  had  a  staff  of  thirty-five .clerks.  During  his  administration  the 
business  of  the  bank  increased  over  600  per  cent,  and  its  surplus  earnings  became 
greater  than  its  capital,  while  its  deposits  amounted  to  more  than  |4, 000, 000.  In 
1892  Mr.  Cornwell  withdrew  from  active  connection  with  the  bank  and  organized 
the  City  Bank  and  has  since  been  its  president.  He  is  one  of  the  recognized  authori- 
ties on  money  in  the  United  States,  his  work  on  Canadian  Bank  Currency,  published 
by  the  Putnams,  being  one  of  the  standards  on  this  subject.  He  is  the  author  of 
"  Greenbacks,"  a  campaign  publication  of  1896,  that  did  more  effective  work  than 
anything  issued  during  that  exciting  period.  He  is  vice-president  for  the  State  of 
New  York  of  the  National  Sound  Money  League.  Banking,  however,  does  not 
occupy  all  of  Mr.  Cornwell's  time,  as  he  is  an  artist  of  much  ability  and  a  pleasant 
and  discriminating  writer  on  art  topics.  He  w^as  married,  October  9,  1873,  to  Marian 
W.  Loomis,  of  Buffalo. 

Stringer,  George  A.,  Buffalo,  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the  landing  of  the  May- 
flower in  1620.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Alden  of  Plymouth  Colony  fame. 
Mr.  Stringer  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Buffalo  with  his 
parents;  his  education  was  obtained  at  the.  best  private  schools  and  he  was  being 
fitted  for  college  when  financial  reverses  overtook  his  father.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  and  was  for  a  long  period  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stringer  & 
Cady,  but  since  1894  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business 
alone.  Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  Empire  State  Savings  Bank  in  1892  he  was 
made  its  vice-president,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  of  the  Buffalo  Whist  and  Chess  Club.  Mr.  Stringer 
is  a  member  of  a  number  of  societies  of  the  city  and  elsewhere,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  of  New  York,  American  Folk- 
Lore  Society,  Grolier  Club  of  New  York  city,  Hakluyt  Society  of  London,  England, 
the  Prince  Society  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  the  Buffalo  and  Saturn  Clubs.  Mr.  Stringer 
is  also  prominently  connected  with  the  Good  Government  movement  and  is  president 
of  the  Twentieth  Ward  Good  Government  Club.  He  is  an  active  layman  in  the 
Episcopal  church  and  up  to  1895  was  for  thirteen  consecutive  years  a  vestryman  of 
St.  Paul's  church,  and  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Church 
Charity  Foundation  and  chairman  of  its  executive  committee;  also,  treasurer  of  the 
Laymen's  Missionary  League. 

Spaulding,  Elbridge  G.,  lawyer,  financier,  statesman,  was  Buffalo's  "Grand  Old 
Man."  Born  at  Summer  Hill,  N.  Y.,  February  24,  1809,  the  same  year  with  Gladstone, 
he  bore  the  burden  of  fourscore  and  seven,  with  faculties  unimpaired.  Jefferson  was 
president,  the  second  war  with  England  was  still  to  be  fought.  Napoleon's  sun  was 
at  its  zenith,  seventeen  States  with  less  than  seven  millions  of  people  comprised  the 
American  Union,  Buffalo  was  a  mere  village,  when  Mr.  Spaulding  first  saw  the  light. 
His  early  days  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  Central  New  York.  He  was  am- 
bitious to  become  a  lawyer  and  on  attaining  his  majority,  he  began  the  study  of  law 
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in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1834.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  in  1836  was  elected  city  clerk,  serving  for  four  years ;  the  following  year  he  was 
elected  alderman  and  in  1847  was  elected  mayor  of  Buffalo.  While  mayor  nearly 
half  a  century  ago,  he  adopted  a  system  of  sewerage  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  city.  In  the  Thirty-first  Congress  of  the  United  States  he  stood  among  the 
stoutest  opponents  of  slavery;  in  the  Thirty- sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  Congresses  he 
was  again  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  served  on  the  most  im- 
portant committee  of  that  body,  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Spauld- 
ing  introduced  the  bill  for  the  adoption  of  the  greenback  as  the  nation's  salvation, 
made  necessary  and  constitutional  by  stress  of  war,  and  the  author  has  since  been 
known  as  the  "Father  of  the  Greenback."  After  his  retirement  from  public  life 
Mr.  Spaulding  devoted  his  time  to  the  presidency  of  a  bank,  the  presidency  of  the 
Buffalo  Gas  Company  and  to  various  enterprises  of  a  financial  character.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  though  less  active  before  the  public  than  in  earlier 
years,  he  retained  an  adequate  interest  in  the  current  of  passing  events.  Mr. 
Spaulding  died  May  7,  1897. 

Becker,  Franklin  W.  H.,  Buffalo. — The  list  of  young  men  who,  beginning  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  and  concentrating  all  their  energies  upon  one  thing,  have 
climbed  to  prominence  and  power,  is  large  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  but  none  has  been 
more  single  of  purpose  and  achieved  greater  success  than  Mr.  Franklin  Becker.  Mr. 
Becker  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  1,  1860.  Passing  through  the  public  schools  and 
graduating  from  the  High  School,  he  began  his  business  career  as  messenger  in  the 
German  Bank,  then  as  bookkeeper  in  White's  Bank,  where  he  continued  for  three 
years ;  his  next  move  was  to  fill  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  Western  Savings 
Bank.  In  a  short  time  he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  teller  and  a  little  later,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position,  that  of  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Mr.  Becker  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Wendt  of  Buffalo  and 
they  have  four  daughters. 

Dilcher,  Jacob,  is  a  thorough  Buffalo  man  in  every  way,  loyal  and  enthusiastic  in 
his  love  and  praise  for  his  native  city.  He  was  born  in  1850,  and  passed  through  the 
public  schools  with  great  credit.  He  took  a  full  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton 
Business  and  Commercial  College,  graduating  in  1866.  From  commercial  college  he 
entered  the  banking  Ime  of  business,  remaining  in  the  same  for  some  years,  passing 
through  the  various  grades.  He  then  for  a  few  years  followed  mercantile  pursuits, 
in  which  he  was  successful.  At  the  organization  of  the  Metropolitan  Bank  in  1891 
he  was  induced  to  accept  the  responsible  position  of  cashier.  In  1875  he  was  married 
to  Louise  Wendt. 

Keating,  George  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  January  5,  1870.  After  attend- 
ing the  public  schools,  he  was  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1890.  He  then 
determined  to  study  law  and  entered  the  office  of  Lewis,  Moot  &  Lewis,  Buffalo,  act- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  managing  clerk,  where  he  remained  for  three  'years.  In 
May,  1895,  he  entered  into  practice  for  himself,  and  in  1895  he  was  appointed  deputy 
assistant  city  attorney,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  June,  1892. 

Becker,  Tracy  C,  one  of  Buffalo's  most  prominent  attorneys,  was  born  at  Cohoes, 
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N.  Y.,  February  14,  1855  Mr.  Becker's  studies  preparatory  for  college  were  pursued 
at  a  private  school  in  Albany,  from  which  he  entered  Union  College  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  1874,  He  then  entered  the  Albany  Law  School  and  received  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.,  in  1876.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year  and  the  next 
year  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided  and 
continued  to  practice  law.  Since  1891  he  has  been  in  partnership  with  Hon.  James  A. 
Roberts.  Mr.  Becker  was  for  four  years  one  of  the  assistant  district  attorneys  of 
Erie  county,  under  District  Attorney  E.  W.  Hatch,  and  was  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association  m  1894.  Since  1886  he  has  been  professor  of  criminal 
law  and  medical  jurisprudence  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  and  with  Prof.  R.  A. 
Witthaus,  of  New  York,  and  other  collaborators,  he  has  prepared  and  pubHshed  a 
standard  work  on  medical  jurisprudence.  December  27,  1876,  he  married  Minnie  A. 
Le  Roy,  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

Barnes,  Alfred  J.,  one  of  Buffalo's  energetic  bankers,  was  born  at  Troy,  N.  Y.. 
July  12,  1856,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  His  earliest  business  ex- 
perience was  in  association  with  his  father,  who  conducted  a  large  steam  fitting  and 
plumbing  business  in  the  city  of  Troy.  He  desired  a  different  occupation,  however, 
and  when  a  position  was  offered  him  in  the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank  of  Troy 
he  eagerly  accepted  it.  He  entered  the  service  of  that  institution  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder  and  by  faithful  attention  to  his  duties  worked  his  way  up  through  the  differ- 
ent clerical  grades  until  he  became  general  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  held  for 
nine  years.  In  1883  he  went  to  Chicago  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  Continental 
National  Bank  of  that  city,  and  remained  with  them  ten  years,  attaining  the  respon- 
sible position  of  chief  clerk.  His  success  in  Chicago  won  him  a  valuable  reputation 
and  led  to  his  engagement  in  Buffalo,  in  1893,  as  cashier  of  the  City  Bank.  He 
was  married,  October  22,  1894,  to  Margaret  L.  B.  Boyles  of  Riverside,  Cook  county, 
111. 

Donald.son,  Robert  S.,  Buffalo. — The  name  of  Roberts.  Donaldson  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  great  financial  institution  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 
A  native  of  Buffalo  and  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  stands  among  the  foremost  men  of 
finance  in  the  city.  In  1886  Mr.  Donaldson  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  and  has  been  identified  with  the  bank  for  over 
twenty-nine  years.  Under  his  experienced  and  skillful  administration  the  present 
volume  of  business  transacted  moves  with  the  smoothness  and  accuracy  of  machin- 
ery. He  is  master  of  all  the  details  of  the  business,  the  chief  burden  of  which  falls 
upon  him. 

Lascelles,  John  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1856,  where  he 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  In  1882  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the  Mer- 
chants' National  Bank  of  Dunkirk,  which  position  he  held  for  ten  years.  During 
this  period  Mr.  Lascelles  became  known  in  circles  beyond  Dunkirk  as  a  careful  and 
conservative,  but  shrewd,  bank  manager.  Accordingly  when  that  old,  solid  institu- 
tion, the  Marine  Bank  of  Buffalo,  stood  in  need  of  an  assistant  cashier  Mr,  Lascelles 
was  chosen  for  the  place.  His  election  to  the  position  of  cashier  soon  followed  and 
this  position  he  now  fills,  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  the  officers  and  directors  of 
the  bank,  and  also  of  the  many  customers.  On  Thanksgiving  day,  1885,  he  was 
married  to  Annie  Moran  of  Buffalo. 
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Clinton,  George,  Buffalo. — Among  the  citizens  of  Buffalo  who  are  noted  for  their 
public  spirit,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  is  George  Clinton.  He  was  born  and 
reared  at  Buffalo  and  at  an  early  age  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Henry 
L.  Clinton,  in  New  York  city,  and  also  took  a  full  course  at  the  Columbia  Law 
School  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1869.  He  began  practice  at  once 
and  after  spending  four  years  at  Hudson,  Wis.,  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1884  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  assembly,  serving  for  one  year.  He  has  been  park  commissioner  of  Buffalo, 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trunk  Sewer  Commissioners.  Mr.  Clinton  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  number  of  societies,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  Historical  Society 
and  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  He  was  president  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  of 
Buffalo  during  the  year  1893.  January  18,  1870,  he  married  Miss  Alice  Thornton  of 
Buffalo.  His  law  firm  is  Clinton  &  Clark,  the  partnership  having  been  formed  in 
1882. 

Killeen,  Henry  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1872. 
When  he  was  five  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Buffalo.  There  he  obtained 
his  early  education  and  was  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's  College  in  1889.  In  the 
summer  of  that  year  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  George  Wads- 
worth,  and  on  January  20,  1893,  the  day  before  his  twenty-first  birthday,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Wadsworth  until  March,  1895,  when  he 
and  John  S.  Druar  formed  a  copartnership,  which  still  continues. 

Fiske,  Willis  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Newark,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y., 
April  1,  1836,  and  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
began  teaching.  He  attended  a  district  school,  the  Newark  Union  School  and  Mace- 
don  Academy.  He  continued  teaching  until  the  summer  of  1864,  when  he  resigned 
a  position  in  Canandaigua  Academy  to  take  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  Bank 
of  Ontario,  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  A  year  later  he  was  made  assistant  cashier.  He 
continued  in  the  banking  business  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business.  In  October,  1875,  he  entered  the  office  of  Richard  Bully- 
more  as  bookkeeper,  remaining  with  hmi  until  December,  1878,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed cashier  of  the  Buffalo  Grape  Sugar  Company,  remaining  with  that  company 
and  its  successor,  the  American  Glucose  Company,  nearly  sixteen  years.  In  1895  he 
was  appointed  chief  bookkeeper  in  the  comptroller's  office,  and  in  1896  was  appointed 
deputy  comptroller,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Holman,  Alfred  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Springville,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  May  24, 
1849,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Springville  Academy.  After 
completing  his  schoolmg,  he  entered  the  dry  goods  establishment  of  Richmond, 
McMillan  &  Co.  as  a  clerk,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  at  this  date  went 
to  New  York  city  for  a  few  months,  when  he  returned  to  Springville  to  accept  a 
position  in  the  store  of  Taber  Bros.,  remaining  with  this  firm  for  a  period  of  two 
years,  when  he  opened  a  shoe  store  on  his  own  account,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
for  seven  years.  He  at  this  date  became  proprietor  of  the  Springville  Local  News 
office,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  1894,  when  he  was  appointed  assistant 
cashier  in  the  Buffalo  post-office,  retaining  that  position  until  the  present  time.  In 
1874  he  was  married  to  Addie  J.  Mayo  of  Springville,  N.  Y. 
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Sells,  Harrison  G.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Glancy)  Sells,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  and  after  acquiring  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  and  high  schools,  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Buffalo  Commercial,  as  a  collector,  where  he  remained  a 
year,  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  Barber  Asphalt  Company,  as  time  keeper, 
remaining  in  their  employ  for  two  years,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad.  In  May,  1892,  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  post-office  as  clerk  and 
in  November  of  the  same  year  was  made  money  order  clerk  at  Station  A,  which  po- 
sition he  now  holds.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  A,  74th  Regiment,  N.  G.  N.  Y., 
November  10,  1890,  and  was  honorably  discharged  December  2,  1895,  with  the  rank 
of  corporal. 

Schwenk,  Charles  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Herford,  Germany,  March  27,  1851. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  school  and  a  three  years'  term  in  the  High 
School  of  his  native  place.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  America  with 
nothing  but  a  fair  education  and  no  means  whatever.  His  first  employment  was  in 
the  cigar  trade,  serving  a  three  years'  apprenticeship.  After  working  at  his  trade 
for  a  time  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  R.  W.  Bell  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Buffalo  as  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  retained  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  was  offered  a  like  position  in  the  city  treasurer's  office,  which  he  accepted, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1892  he  became  deputy  city  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  which 
position  he  still  holds. 

Hammond,  C.  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  East  Jaftrey,  N.  H.,  June  3,  1848.  When 
but  a  young  lad  he  moved  to  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  the  celebrated  academy  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.  Before  coming 
east  he  was  engaged  in  the  banking  business,  but  on  taking  up  his  residence  in  Buf- 
falo in  1879  he  became  associated  wnth  Wellington  R.  Burt  in  the  wholesale  lumber 
trade.  In  1889  he  organized  the  People's  Bank  and  has  devoted  his  energies  to  the 
upbuilding  of  this  strong  financial  institution,  of  which  he  is  second  vice-president 
and  cashier.    Mr.  Hammond  was  married  in  1881  to  Adele  E.  Sirret  of  Buffalo. 

Sloan,  John  Y  ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Young)  Sloan,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  December  15,  1847.  His  first  business  experience  after  leaving  school  was 
in  the  brewery  and  malt  house  of  William  W.  Sloan  as  a  bookkeeper  and  superin- 
tendent for  twenty-five  years.  He  afterwards  became  cashier  and  bookkeeper  for 
the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company  of  Buffalo  until  its  con- 
solidation with  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Compa  ly,  and  was  with  both  companies 
about  two  years.  On  July  10,  1893,  he  was  appointed  cashier  of  the  Hydraulic  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  remaining  as  such  for  three  years  until  its  liquidation.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  malt  houses  of  W.  W.  Sloan.  Personally  Mr. 
Sloan  is  of  a  very  social  nature  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  In  October, 
1871,  he  married  Susan  J.  Macartney. 

Bartlett,  John  S.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  Erie  Railroad  ticket 
office  at  Binghamton.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1877  as  general  northern  passenger 
agent  for  the  N.  Y.,  L.  E.  &  W.  Railroad  and  was  with  that  company  until  1888, 
when  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  carriers  and  in  1889  of  stations,  Buffalo 
post-office.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  affiliated  with  many  societies,  and  is  a  33d  degree 
Mason. 
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Wende,  Ernest,  M.  D.,  Buffalo.— The  birthplace  of  Dr.  Wende  is  Mill  Grove,  N. 
Y.,  but  the  city  of  Buffalo  has  the  honor  of  being  the  place  to  furnish  his  education. 
After  graduating  from  the  High  School,  he  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  was 
graduated  in  1878.  He  extended  his  medical  studies  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  a  post-graduate  course,  graduating  in  1884,  also  taking  the  degree  of  B.  Sc. 
in  1885.  The  following  year  he  went  abroad  to  study  at  the  Universities  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin.  Dr.  Wende  has  made  a  specialty  of  diseases  of  the  skin  from  the  very 
beginning  of  his  career  and  has  thus  attained  a  high  position  among  specialists  and 
is  a  recognized  authority  in  his  field.  He  is  clinical  professor  of  dermatology  in  the 
University  of  Buffalo  and  holds  many  professional  positions  of  high  responsibility 
and  honor.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Microscopical  Society  of  London,  Eng.,  and 
professor  of  botany  and  microscopy,  department  of  pharmacy,  University  of  Buffalo. 
In  1896  he  was  appointed  health  commissioner  of  Buffalo,  which  position  he  still 
holds. 

Baker,  Howard  H. — One  of  the  most  prominent  of  Buffalo's  citizens,  both  in  politi- 
cal and  mercantile  circles,  is  Hon.  Howard  H.  Baker.  He  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  well-known  ship  chandler  firm  of  Howard  H.  Baker  &  Co.  He  was  born  at  East 
Aurora,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1836,  resided  thereuntil  he  removed  thence  to  Buffalo 
in  1847.  Was  educated  in  the  public  schools  in  Buffalo,  leaving  school  in  his  eight- 
eenth year  and  soon  after,  in  1854,  secured  a  clerkship  with  the  firm  of  Plart,  New- 
man &  Co.,  the  oldest  ship  chandlers  in  the  region  of  the  great  lakes.  Mr.  Baker 
was  made  a  junior  partner  in  1863,  the  style  of  the  firm  then  becoming  Newman, 
Scoville  &  Co.  In  1876  Mr.  Newman  retired,  and  the  business  was  taken  in  hand 
by  Mr.  Baker  and  William  H.  Vosburgh,  under  the  style  of  Vosburgh  &  Baker.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Vosburgh  in  1881  Thomas  Warren,  an  old  employee,  was  admitted 
to  me.nbership,  under  the  style  of  Howard  H.  Baker  &  Co.  After  over  forty  years 
Mr.  Baker  retired  from  active  participation  in  the  business,  leaving  its  management 
to  his  partners,  Howard  A.  Baker,  his  son,  and  Thomas  Warren.  Mr.  Baker  was 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Association  Library,  and  was  for  three  years  one  of 
its  real  estate  commissioners  and  treasurer  of  the  board.  In  June,  1894,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Cleveland  postmaster  of  Buffalo,  which  position  he  now  occu- 
pies. Both  President  Cleveland  and  the  late  Postmaster-General  Bissell  are,  and 
have  been  for  many  years,  warm  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Baker;  and,  well  aware  of 
his  executive  and  business  ability,  made  the  appointment  with  full  knowledge  of  his 
fitness  to  fill  the  office  with  credit.  Mr.  Baker  is  pre-eminently  a  practical  man,  and. 
brings  to  the  discharge  of  every  duty  a  temper  that  is  calm,  a  judgment  that  is  clear 
and  sound,  and  a  sense  of  right  that  cannot  be  moved  from  a  strict  line  of  duty.  He 
is  thoroughly  his  own  master,  at  once  equable,  self-reliant,  persistent,  and  deter- 
mined, while  at  the  same  time  he  is  reasonable,  friendly,  and  regardful  of  the  rights 
of  others.  He  is  one  who  represents  the  best  qualities  of  true  manhood,  and  whose 
life  is  useful,  efficient,  active  and  above  reproach. 

Richmond,  Jewett  Melvin,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Anson  Richmond  and  Betsey, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Moses  Melvin,  his  wife,  and  a  grandson  of  Josiah  and  Betsey 
(Hatheway)  Richmond,  both  natives  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  lineal  descendants  of 
members  of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  Josiah  Richmond,  a  farmer  and  a  volunteer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  moved  to  Barnard,  Vt.,  and  soon  after  the  war  of  1812,  in 
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which  Anson  served  as  a  soldier,  came  to  Sahna,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  There  Anson  Richmond  was  engaged  in  salt  manufacturing  until  his 
death  in  1834.  He  was  a  village  trustee,  several  times  chairman  of  the  Council,  and 
a  prominent  citizen  and  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  His  wife  died  in  1883, 
aged  eighty-three.  Jewett  M.  Richmond  received  a  common  school  education,  and 
when  sixteen  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Sampson  Jaqueth,  of  Liverpool,  N.  Y. 
Two  years  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  Lucius  Gleason,  of  the  same  village,  and 
after  two  years  more  became  a  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  William  Gere,  of  Salina, 
with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  in  1854  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and 
dealing  in  salt ;  the  other  members  of  this  firm  were  William  Barnes  and  two  of  Mr- 
Richmond's  elder  brothers.  They  carried  on  a  successful  business  at  Salina,  Syra- 
cuse, Oswego,  Buffalo,  and  Chicago;  in  1860  Mr.  Richmond  retired  from  the  firms  of 
Gere,  Richmond  &  Co.,  Syracuse;  Gere,  Barnes  &  Co.,  Salina;  A.  Richmond, 
Chicago ;  and  J.  M.  Richmond  &  Co.,  Buffalo ;  and  formed  a  similar  relationship  with 
H.  A.  Richmond,  second  son  of  Dean  Richmond,  under  the  style  of  J.  M.  Richmond 
&  Co.,  at  Buffalo,  where  they  engaged  in  the  grain,  commission,  storage,  and  elevat- 
ing business,  and  where,  in  1863,  they  erected  the  Richmond  Elevator.  In  1864  he 
withdrew  and  spent  a  year  traveling  in  Europe.  In  1865,  with  his  brother,  M.  M. 
Richmond,  he  formed  the  firm  of  J.  M.  Richmond  &  Co.,  which  subsequently  in- 
cluded Alonzo  Richmond,  and  which  carried  on  a  large  forwarding  and  elevating 
business  until  1881.  In  1867  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Marine  Bank  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  the  same  year  made  a  second  European  tour.  Mr.  Richmond  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Buffalo  and  Jamestown  Railroad,  in  1871,  was  largely  instrumen- 
tal in  securing  its  completion,  and  served  as  its  president  until  1875.  Since  1881  he 
has  attended  chiefly  to  his  real  estate  investments.  He  is  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Mutual  Gaslight  Company,  a  director  in  the  Buffalo  and  Southwestern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Fine  Arts  Academy,  and 
the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  In  February,  1885.  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  now  the  Buffalo  Library,  and  under  his  administration 
the  present  building,  costing  |250,000,  was  erected.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Select  Councilmen  in  1891,  and  served  as  its  president  in  1893  and  1894. 
In  1892  he  again  became  president  of  the  Marine  Bank  and  in  1894  vice-president  of 
the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank.  He  was  married  in  1870  to  a  daughter  of  John  Rudderow, 
of  New  York  city,  and  of  their  six  children  four  are  living. 

Watson,  Charles  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  C.  and  Abby  (Allen)  Watson,  was  born 
December  7,  1846,  in  Batavia,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  became  a  clerk  in  a  law  oflfice  of  his  native  village,  and  in  1870  entered 
the  railway  mail  service,  running  on  the  Erie  Railroad  out  of  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  After  about  eleven  years  in  this  capacity  he  was  offered  and  accepted 
a  position  in  the  Buffalo  post-office,  where  he  has  since  continued,  rising  by  promo- 
tion through  the  different  grades  to  the  post  of  superintendent  of  the  inquiry  division, 
which  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Watson  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion and  of  Red  Jacket  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  1887  he  married  Mary  E.  Tompkins, 
of  Batavia.  and  they  have  one  son,  Randolph  Lane. 

Leib,  John  D. ,  superintendent  of  the  city  delivery,  Buffalo  post-office,  the  only 
surviving  son  of  John  and  Betsey  E.  (Lapp)  Leib,  was  born  on  a  farm  at  Clarence, 
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Erie  county,  N.  Y,,  October  29,  1842.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  He  labored  with  his  father  upon  the  farm  until  the  spring  of  1864,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  98th  N.  Y.  S.  National  Guard,  serving  a  short  time  in  the  field. 
Upon  his  return  he  accepted  a  position  as  head  weighmaster  at  the  Wilkeson  Eleva- 
tor, and  continued  in  this  position  until  November  6,  1866,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  a  clerkship  in  the  Buffalo  post-office  by  Postmaster  Joseph  Candee.  He  steadily 
rose  through  the  several  departments ;  became  superintendent  of  the  registry  depart- 
ment under  John  M.  Bedford  in  1879,  and  during  the  administration  of  Postmaster 
John  B.  Sackett  was  promoted  to  the  important  position  of  superintendent  of  the  city 
delivery,  April  1,  1889,  which  he  has  since  filled  with  so  much  ability  as  to  win  for 
him  warm  praise  from  the  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C.  The  department  of 
city  delivery  comes  in  close  touch  with  the  citizen,  for  through  it  is  distributed  the 
vast  amount  of  mail  matter  passing  through  an  ofhce  of  so  important  a  trade  center 
as  is  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Leib's  long  experience  in  various  capacities  during  his 
thirty  years'  service  in  the  office  has  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  important  duties 
of  superintendent.  Courteous  in  manner  and  affable  in  speech,  he  is  a  strict  disci- 
plinarian, thus  bringing  order  out  of  what  would  otherwise  be  chaos  in  so  vast  a  de- 
partment. He  was  married,  June  3,  1867,  to  Susan  E.  Adams,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  three  sons:  William  Adams,  Edwin  Roy,  and  Harry  Fitch. 

Burt,  Marvin  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Honeoye  Falls,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1863,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Rochester  Business  University  in  1882.  On  May  26,  1884,  after  successfully  pass- 
ing the  civil  service  examination,  he  was  appointed  by  John  M.  Bedford,  postmaster, 
as  a  clerk  in  the  Buffalo  post-office,  and  by  strict  attention  to  duty  was  rapidly  ad- 
vanced through  the  various  clerical  positions  from  that  of  porter  to  that  of  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  registry  division,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Postmaster 
John  B.  Sackett  on  April  1,  1889.  On  October  1,  1890,  Postmaster  B.  F.  Gentsch 
promoted  him  to  the  superintendency  of  the  registry  division,  which  position  he  has 
since  filled  with  great  satisfaction,  Mr.  Burt  is  an  active  member  of  several  fraternal 
societies,  and  is  past  grand  of  Trinity  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.  November  22,  1888,  he 
married  Miss  Hattie  L.  Williams,  of  Buffalo,  who  died  July  4,  1893,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Gertrude  E. 

Kirsch,  Alexander,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Kirsch,  who  came  from 
Alsace,  France,  in  1818,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  Erie  county,  being 
one  of  the  first  German  families  to  locate  in  Western  New  York,  There  Mr.  Kirsch 
was  born  March  16,  1847.  In  the  spring  of  1857  the  family  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  has  resided  since,  and  where  his  father  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  Mr.  Kirsch  received  a  public  school  education,  became  a  clerk  in 
his  father's  store,  and  in  January,  1864,  enlisted  as  a  bugler  in  Co.  H,  2d  N.  Y. 
Mounted  Rifles,  with  which  he  served  until  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  August, 
1865.  He  was  a  clerk  again  in  his  father's  store  until  1868,  and  from  that  time  until 
1879  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Canal  Department  of  the  State.  In  1879  "he  was  in 
the  canal  collector's  office;  in  1880  in  the  employ  of  the  Anchor  Lme;  m  1882-83  a 
clerk  in  the  city  comptroller's  office;  in  1884  bookkeeper  for  Baker  &  Graves;  and  in 
1885  in  the  employ  of  the  State  again.  In  January,  1886,  he  entered  the  city  clerk's 
office  as  index  clerk,  and  held  that  position  until  January,  1896,  when  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  chief  clerk.  His  twelve  years'  experience  in  the  city  clerk's  office  is  not 
only  valuable,  but  one  of  which  any  man  may  well  feel  proud.  He  was  married, 
February  15,  1868,  to  Bridget  A.  Carmody,  of  Buffalo. 

Spann,  Albert  C,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Mathilde  (Beitter)  Spann,  was  born 
in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  January  18,  1863.  He  obtained  his  education  from  the  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Attica  Collegiate  Institute  in  1880.  He  then 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Crowley,  Movius  & 
Wilcox,  and  in  1884  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar.  After  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
he  remained  in  this  office  for  four  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  opened  an  office 
on  his  own  account  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Seymour,  Elisha  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  November  1,  1840.  After  ob- 
taining a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools,  a  position  was  offered  him,  which 
he  accepted,  as  a  clerk  in  the  International  Bank  of  Buffalo,  a  position  he  re- 
tained for  eight  years,  passing  through  the  different  clerical  stations,  until  he 
became  teller  of  that  institution.  Soon  the  call  to  arms  was  heard  and  he  resigned 
his  position  and  enlisted  in  the  116th  New  York  as  second  lieutenant,  returning  home 
after  nearly  three  years'  service  as  brevet  major.  He  then  entered  the  Internal 
Revenue  office  as  cashier,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  firm  of  H.  B.  Claffin 
&  Co.,  of  New  York  city,  where  he  remained  for  thirteen  years.  In  1887  he  removed 
to  Buffalo  and  was  appointed  cashier  in  the  city  treasurer's  office,  a  position  he  still 
holds. 

Buerger,  Theodore  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Wolcottsville,  Niagara  county,  N.Y., 
July  4,  1863.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  en- 
tered the  notion  store  of  T.  H.  Schorr,  and  attended  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College  nights.  After  two  years'  service  in  this  establishment  he  was  offered  a  posi- 
tion, which  he  accepted,  with  Kessel  &  Richert,  where  he  remained  until  August, 
1892,  when  he  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  business,  whereby  the  copartnership  of 
Kessel  &  Buerger  was  formed.  In  1889,  upon  his  suggestion,  to  meet  the  demand  of 
the  retail  dry  goods  trade,  the  retail  department  was  discontinued  and  an  exclu- 
sive wholesale  business  was  adopted.  The  firm  is  now  one  of  the  leading  wholesale 
notion  houses  of  Buffalo,  and  is  especially  recognized  by  the  retailer  as  the  supply 
house  for  hosiery,  yarns  and  many  other  specialties.  Their  place  of  business  is 
located  in  the  well-lighted  Fuchs  fire-proof  building,  No.  515  Washington  street. 

Mooney,  James,  Buffalo. — There  are  few  more  progressive  and  prominent  business 
men  in  Buffalo  than  James  Mooney,  and  none  who  has  been  more  enterprising  or 
energetic  in  bringing  to  the  city  her  wonderful  later-day  growth  and  prosperity.  He 
came  to  America  from  Ireland  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  has  resided 
in  Buffalo  since  1850.  He  began  the  study  of  law  with  the  late  Charles  D.  Norton, 
esq.,  but  soon  tired  of  that  profession  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  Mr. 
Mooney  has  long  been  the  half  owner  of  the  Arcade  block  on  Main  street,  corner  of 
Clinton,  and  the  magnificent  business  block  on  this  site,  which  has  just  been  com- 
pleted and  which  is  known  as  the  Mooney  &  Brisbane  block.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
imposing  and  attractive  of  the  many  large  and  elegant  buildings  which  in  the  past 
few  years  have  transformed  the  business  part  of  the  city,  making  it  thoroughly 
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metropolitan  in  appearance.  Mr.  Mooney  was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
State  Park  Reservation  at  Niagara  Falls  and  has  served  the  public  with  intelligence 
and  efficiency,  and  in  official  station,  as  in  business  life,  he  has  ever  inspired  the 
fullest  regard  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Allen,  Cyrus  A.,  D.D.S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Woodstock,  111.,  October  2,  1855. 
He  was  educated  in  the  Grand  River  Institute  at  Austinburg,  Ohio,  and  at  Western 
Reserve  College  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  In  1881  he  was  graduated  from  the  dental  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then  entered  the  office  of  his 
father,  Dr.  Edwin  R.,  who  for  a  great  many  years  had  been  one  of  the  leading 
dentists  of  Girard,  Pa.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  active  practice.  Dr.  Allen  is  a  member  of  various  dental  societies,  both  local  and 
State,  and  was  for  three  years  professor  of  Prosthetic  Dentistry  in  the  dental  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  was  married,  March  4,  1884,  to  Kate 
Taylor  of  Buffalo. 

Knight,  Erastus  C,  Buffalo,  attained  his  present  position  in  finance  and  politics 
by  reason  of  undoubted  merit  and  ability.  His  ancestors  w^ere  New  Englanders  of 
the  Revolutionary  type,  his  great-grandfather,  Seth  Cole,  having  moved  from  Ches- 
terfield, Mass.,  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  near  Dunkirk  in  1805.  His  grandfather, 
Erastus  Cole,  was  a  volunteer  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  present  at  the  burning  of 
the  city  of  Buffalo  in  1813.  A  thorough  education  was  one  of  the  factors  of  Mr. 
Knight's  success;  having  taken  a  course  in  a  commercial  college,  he  had  a  theoretical 
and  practical  knowledge  of  business  methods  before  he  entered  active  business. 
Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  wholesale  house  of 
Bell  Bros.,  produce  commission  merchants  of  Buffalo.  In  1880  he  started  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  and  became  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Knight,  Lennox  &  Co., 
produce  commission  merchants,  with  whom  he  was  successfully  engaged  for  seven 
years.  In  politics  Mr.  Knight  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  received  the  nomination  of  comptroller  of  the  city  of 
Buffalo  and  was  elected  by  a  round  majority  and  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office 
January  1,  1895.  Mr.  Knight  was  born  at  Buffalo,  March  1,  1857 ;  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  May  14,  1881,  he  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Cowles  of  Buffalo. 

Curtiss,  James  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Mohawk,  Herkimer  county,  N.Y.,  October 
1.  1840,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Fairfield  Academy.  His  first 
business  experience  was  at  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  in  the  clothing  business,  where  he 
remained  for  ten  years.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  34th  New  York;  he  was 
discharged  to  accept  the  position  as  organizer  of  the  152d  New  York,  becoming  cap- 
tain of  Co.  A,  and  was  promoted  to  major,  lieutenant-colonel,  colonel,  and  brigadier- 
general,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  be- 
came engaged  in  the  jobbing  business,  continuing  in  that  until  he  was  burned  out 
in  1887,  when  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. In  1895  he  was  appointed  police  commissioner.  November  19,  1867,  he 
married  Miss  Fanny  Birch,  daughter  of  Hon.  H.  M.  Birch  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y, 

Berry,  Clinton  Rice,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bethany,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1824.    His  paternal  grandparents,  who  were  well-to-do  farmers  of  Old 
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England,  came  to  America  with  a  large  family  in  1795  and  located  in  Seneca.  Onta- 
rio county,  N.  Y.  Richard  Berry,  father  of  Clinton  R.  and  the  third  child  of  nine 
brothers  and  sisters,  was  then  ten  years  old.  He  was  not  only  a  farmer  but  also 
conducted  a  tavern,  store,  distillery,  and  potashery,  besides  running  two  farms,  all 
at  the  same  time.  He  died,  after  a  most  successful  career,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three, 
and  at  that  time  owned  a  farm  of  200  acres,  lying  partly  in  the  village  of  Le  Roy. 
March  15,  1813,  he  married  Deory  Rice,  who  survived  him  twenty  nine  years  and 
died  aged  eighty-two.  They  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Berry's  parents 
were  New  Englanders.  She  was  educated  at  North  Conway,  Mass.,  whence  her 
family  early  removed  to  Seneca,  N.  Y.  Clinton  Rice  Berry's  first  visit  to  Buffalo  was 
a  trip  of  fifty  miles  in  a  wagon,  with  his  parents,  to  see  the  three  Thayers  hung. 
When  he  was  born,  Gov.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  so  active  in  the  construction  of  the  Erie 
Canal  that  he  was  dubbed  its  father.  This  is  why  Mr.  Berry  became  honored  with 
the  name  of  "  Clinton."  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  for  several  years  attended 
select  school  at  the  celebrated  Round  House  in  Le  Roy.  When  sixteen  he  was  sent 
to  Lima  Seminary,  which  he  attended  three  terms.  In  1840  he  took  his  first  active 
part  in  politics,  and  remembers  the  song  of  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,"  that  car- 
ried General  Harrison  into  the  presidential  chair.  He  was  an  ardent  Whig,  and 
naturally  became  a  Republican,  which  party  he  has  since  conscientiously  supported. 
In  the  fall  of  1841  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Charles  B.  Rich  at  Akron,  Erie 
county,  where  he  remained  three  years.  January  13,  1846,  he  was  married  in  Bata- 
via  to  his  employer's  niece,  Mary  Catherine  Rich,  the  Rev.  (afterward  Bishop)  A.  P. 
Ripley  performing  the  ceremony.  She  was  the  eldest  of  three  daughters  and  two 
sons  of  Calvin  and  Margaret  Rich.  That  spring  Mr.  Berry  became  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  C.  W.  Perkins,  of  Albion,  and  in  1847  the  two  formed  a  copartnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  Perkins  &  Berry.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Berry  became  sole  owner, 
and  after  two  more  years  failed — a  blow  which  caused  him  much  disappointment. 
Being  quite  a  genius  he  foolishly  thought  he  could  win  a  prize  of  |300  offered  for  the 
best  railroad  sleeping  chair  to  be  exhibited  in  New  York.  This  was  prior  to  the 
Pullman  sleeping  cars.  The  firm  of  Pullman  Bros,  (of  which  George  Pullman  was  a 
member)  made  his  invention.  The  committee  of  the  American  Institute  reported 
that  there  was  no  device  exhibited  worthy  of  the  prize.  For  three  years  he  acted  as 
deputy  clerk  of  Orleans  county  under  Hon.  Dan  H.  Cole,  and  acquired  a  valuable 
experience.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  for  twelve  years  he 
was  employed  by  the  Western  Transportation  Company;  in  the  fall  of  1866  he  be- 
came their  bookkeeper  in  Chicago.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  was  later  employed  by 
the  Merchants'  Dispatch,  Emory  Cummings,  superintendent,  for  three  years.  After- 
ward he  was  commercial  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Express  for  seven  years,  and  during 
one  and  a  half  years  of  that  time  performed  the  same  service  for  the  Buffalo  Com- 
mercial. He  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Express,  of  which  his  only  son,  Earl  D. 
Berry,  became  city  editor ;  the  latter  was  also  elected  supervisor  and  later  alderman 
of  the  Ninth  ward.  Finally  Mr.  Berry  invested  in  real  estate  and  met  with  eminent 
success.  He  was  also  for  a  long  time  agent  of  Chandler  J.  Wells,  a  millionaire,  and 
since  his  death  continues  in  the  same  capacity  with  his  estate.  During  an  active 
career  Mr.  Berry  has  always  been  held  in  the  highest  respect,  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  He  has  lived  in  a  generation  the  most  prolific 
in  inventions  of  any  recorded  in  history.    In  his  day  people  could  travel  only  eight 
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or  ten  miles  an  hour.  In  his  young  days  there  were  no  steamboats  or  locomotives, 
no  gas  or  matches,  no  planing  mills,  no  grain  harvesters,  no  sewing  machines,  no 
telegraphs  or  telephones,  no  electric  lights,  no  trolleys. 

Hubbell,  Mark  S..  Buffalo. — This  popular  and  efficient  city  official  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, February  5,  1857.  His  commercial  training  has  been  long  and  thorough,  and 
he  is  equally  familiar  with  the  practical  and  theoretical  sides  of  business  operations. 
His  elementary  education  was  obtained  from  the  public  schools  and  the  military 
academies  at  Montrose  and  Newark,  N.  J.  After  completing  his  academic  course 
he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Francis  M.  Bangs,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  spring  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  at  Rochester  in  1878.  He  began 
the  practice  of  law  at  once,  practicing  for  a  short  time,  subsequently  taking  up 
newspaper  work.  He  was  employed  by  the  New  York  World  and  Telegram,  and  by 
the  Courier  and  News  of  Buffalo,  retaining  his  position  with  the  News  for  six  years. 
In  January,  1894,  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  city  clerk,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds  and  has  proved  himself  by  his  eminent  and  unfailing  courtesy  the 
best  city  clerk  Buffalo  has  ever  had.  While  city  clerk  Mr.  Hubbell  introduced  the 
idea  of  municipal  advertising,  distributing  throughout  the  United  States  about  five 
thousand  copies  of  the  "Manual  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,"  following  up  in  1896  with 
another  edition  which  was  copied  by  several  municipalities  of  Europe.  Mr.  Hubbell 
is  a  man  of  wide  acquaintance  and  many  friends,  is  of  a  very  social  nature  and  is 
affiliated  with  many  societies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Historical  Society,  Buffalo  Press  Club,  the  Ellicott  Club,  and  Landmarks 
Lodge  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Marcy,  William  Lake,  of  the  law  firm  of  Moot,  Sprague,  Brownell  &  Marcy  of 
Buffalo,  was  born  in  Peterboro,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1858,  and  when 
an  infant  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  receiving  a  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
then  came  to  Buffalo,  was  graduated  from  the  High  School  in  1876,  entered  upon 
the  study  of  the  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879.  For  four  years  he  prac- 
ticed his  profession  alone ;  in  1883  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Joseph  V. 
Seaver,  which  continued  under  the  style  of  Seaver  &  Marcy  until  1886,  when  he 
became  a  partner  of  Manly  C.  Green.  In  1891  Mr.  Green  was  elevated  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  bench  and  Mr.  Marcy  associated  himself  with  Emory  P.  Close;  this 
firm  was  dissolved  in  June,  1897,  and  since  then  Mr.  Marcy  has  been  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Moot,  Sprague,  Brownell  &  Marcy,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
law  firms  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Marcy  was  assistant  district  attorney  of  Erie  county  from 
1887  to  1893,  being  appointed  by  District  Attorney  George  T.  Quinby,  and  has 
served  as  a  civil  service  commissioner  under  appointment  of  Mayor  Becker.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  and  active  Republican,  and  was  vice-president  of  the  Buf- 
falo Republican  League.  He  is  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441, 
Niagara  Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Buffalo,  Liberal  and  other  clubs,  the  Idle- 
wood  Association,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  School  of  Pedagogy,  and  formerly 
held  a  similar  position  in  the  Buffalo  Library.  October  7,  1885,  he  married  Carrie 
Childs,  daughter  of  Justice  Henry  A.  Childs  of  Medina,  N.Y. 
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Hibbard,  Frank  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Watkins,  N.  Y.,  May  30,  1866,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Cook  Academy.  His  first  business  experience 
was  in  the  railroad  contracting  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  six  years.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  moved  to  Syracuse  and  engaged  in  the  building  of  the  new 
Syracuse  Water  Works.  In  1893  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  the  secretaryship 
of  the  Buffalo  Dredging  Company.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  F. 
Chapman  «fe  Co. 

Chemnitz,  Matthew  J.,  Buffalo. — This  able  superintendent  of  German  instruction 
in  the  public  schools  was  born  in  Wuerzburg,  Lower  Franconia,  Bavaria,  in  1856. 
He  attended  various  public  schools  m  Bavaria  and  Holstein,  and  finally  entered  the 
Classical  College  of  Rendsburg  in  Holstein ;  four  years  later  he  entered  the  Royal 
Polytechnic  University  of  Hanover,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  chemist.  In 
1880  he  came  to  America  and  secured  a  position  in  New  York  and  after  one  year  re- 
moved to  Buffalo.  He  was  chief  chemist  and  superintendent  of  the  Scott  Street 
Glucose  Refinery,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  eleven  years;  in- 1893  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  German  instruction,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He 
was  married  m  1881  to  Emily  Eppers  of  Liebenburg  in  Hanover,  and  they  have  two 
children. 

Strong,  William  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Dr.  Phineas  H.  and  Eliza  A.  (Andrus)  Strong, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  4,  1860.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  began  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Delavan  F.  Clark.  In  1880  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Western  Elevating  Co.  as  collector,  where  he  remained  for  eleven  years,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  1893,  when  he 
accepted  the  position  of  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  Public  Instruction,  which  position 
he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Strong  was  one  of  the  prominent  organizers  of  the  Buffalo 
Republican  League,  in  which  he  has  taken  an  active  part  from  its  inception  in  1884. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was 
married  in  September,  1885,  to  Harriet  Marie  Ruppersberg,  who  died  in  May,  1886. 

Volz,  Edward  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  February  22,  1864,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Buffalo  schools  in  1878,  and  afterwards  took  a  full  course  in  German.  After 
leaving  school  he  was  employed  at  various  positions  until  he  accepted  the  postion  as 
bookkeeper  in  the  county  treasurer's  ofifice,  where  he  remained  for  five  years.  In 
1895  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  assessor,  which  he  now  holds. 

Benedict,  A.  L. ,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  August  25,  1865.  His  father, 
Nathan  Gregory,  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Benedict,  of  Nottinghamshire,  Eng., 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1638  and  of  John  Gregory  (the  first  known  of  his  line) 
who  was  born  about  1200  A.  D.  Dr.  Benedict  obtaiijed  his  education  in  the  Buffalo 
public  schools  and  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  institution  he  received 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  After  receiving  the  medical  degree  from  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo.  Dr.  Benedict  is  well  known  as  a  medical  writer,  being  associate  editor  of 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  the  oldest  weekly  medical  journal 
in  the  country.  He  is  also  professor  of  physiology  and  lecturer  on  digestive  diseases 
in  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  In  1891  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  A.  M.    Since  1893  his  practice  has  been  Hmited  to  the  digestive  organs. 
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Brown,  George  L.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo. — This  eminently  successful  physician  and  sur- 
geon was  born  in  East  Granville,  Hampden  county,  Mass.,  May  24,  1848.  He  was 
prepared  for  college  at  his  native  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Harvard  University  in  1870,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  im- 
mediately began  practice  at  Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  after  a  time  removed  to  Barre, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  until  1876,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  Dr.  Brown  is 
a  member  of  several  medical  societies,  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  New  York 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Club  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Acacia  Club.  Dr.  Brown  is  one 
of  the  very  few  33d  degree  Masons. 

Thompson,  Augustus  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Augustus  P.  and  Matilda  (Jones)  Thomp- 
son, and  grandson  of  Sheldon  Thompson,  the  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo 
elected  by  the  people,  was  born  July  18,  1865.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  after  leaving  school  accepted  a  position  with  the 
National  Lead  Company,  which  position  he  retained  until  1892,  when  he  accepted 
the  position  of  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Railway  Supply  Company,  which  he  held  until 
1894,  when  he  was  appointed  assistant  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  which 
position  he  still  holds. 

Pankow,  Charles  G.,  Buffalo,  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this 
country,  a  sturdy,  hearty  German,  ready  to  grapple  with  whatever  fate  his  adopted 
land  might  have  in  store  for  him.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  baker  and  con- 
fectioner, in  1880  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Hickory  and 
William  streets,  where  he  remained  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  the  corner  of 
William  and  Pratt,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  business.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
commissioner  for  a  term  of  three  years,  which  responsible  position  he  still  holds. 
Mr.  Pankow  is  president  of  the  Brewers'  Association  of  Buffalo,  president  of  the 
Clinton  Co-operative  Brewing  Company,  and  president  of  the  Western  Bottlmg 
Company,  Limited. 

Taylor,  Peter  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  November  7,  1861,  and 
removed  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age.  His  edu- 
cation was  limited  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  compelled  to  seek  employment 
at  the  Pratt  Rolling  Mills  at  Black  Rock,  and  had  been  holding  various  other  posi- 
tions when  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  at  the  Niagara  street  barns,  where  he  remained  for  three  years, 
when  he  accepted  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  the  freight  department  of  the  N.  Y.  C,  & 
H.  R.  Railroad,  where  he  remained  for  eleven  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he 
accepted  his  present  position  as  tax  sale  clerk  in  the  comptroller's  office.  In  1880  he 
married  Miss  Marian  G.  Roberts,  of  Buffalo. 

Dowd,  J.  Henry,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  July  26,  1865.  His 
early  education  was  received  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  that  city.  Entering 
the  employ  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad  Company  as  a  telegraph  messenger,  he 
soon  mastered  the  art  of  telegraphy,  filling  several  important  offices  as  operator,  the 
last  being  in  the  office  of  George  H.  Burrows,  superintendent  of  the  road.  Resign- 
ing, he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  graduating  in  1890  and  at  once  entering 
the  United  States  Marine,  and  Sisters'  Hospitals  as  house  surgeon,  where  he  re- 
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mained  a  little  over  a  year.  For  the  first  five  years  his  work  was  devoted  to  general 
practice.  Seeing  the  steady  drift  towards  specialism,  after  a  protracted  course  of 
study  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  he  limited  his  practice  to  genito  urinary  sur- 
gery, with  office  at  206  Franklin  street.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Academy  of  Medicine,  member  of  the  Erie  County  and  Central  New  York  State 
Associations,  Physicians'  Club,  etc.  For  three  years  he  served  as  surgeon  to  the 
Niagara  University  Dispensary.  He  has  contributed  several  articles  in  relation  to 
his  special  line  of  work,  and  also  brought  out  two  or  three  valuable  instruments  as 
aids  in  diagnosis. 

Bigelow,  Charles  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  on  a  farm,  December  4,  1850.  He  is  the 
youngest  son  of  Charles  C.  Bigelow,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Western  New  York. 
His  early  days  were  spent  in  hard  work  on  the  farm  and  in  the  winter  he  attended  the 
country  school.  Later  he  attended  school  for  a  few  terms  at  Griffith  Institute, 
Springville,  N.  Y.,  working  in  cheese  factories,  at  carpentering  and  other  hard  work 
during  the  summers,  and  during  the  winters  teaching  evening  writing  school  in  the 
country  school  houses.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  went  on  a  lumber  raft  down  the 
Alleghany  and  Ohio  Rivers  to  Cincinnati,  receiving  forty  dollars  for  the  trip.  In  the 
winter  of  1871  he  went  to  Chicago  and  obtained  employment  in  the  home  office  of  a 
fire  insurance  company;  from  the  position  of  office  boy  he  worked  his  way  up  to  the 
position  of  manager's  correspondent,  also  having  charge  of  the  loss  department  dur- 
ing 1872,  1873,  and  1874.  He  was  also  connected  with  the  Allen  Pinkerton  Detective 
Agency  at  Chicago,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  In  1880  he  opened  a  local  insur- 
ance office  in  Gowanda,  N.  Y.,  and  after  four  years  of  hard  work  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a  valuable  business.  In  1884  he  accepted  a  position  as  special  agent  with  the 
Travelers  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  and  it  was  while  filling  this  position  that 
he  was  engaged  by  one  of  the  strongest  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Companies, 
as  its  special  agent,  covering  five  States.  In  October,  1886,  he  settled  in  Buffalo,  as 
independent  adjuster  of  fire  losses.  May  21,  1879,  he  married  Jennie  V.  Pool, 
daughter  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Pool,  of  Springville,  and  his  children  are  Bessie,  born  April 
23,  1881,  and  died  September  23,  1882;  Bayard,  born  June  19,  1887;  and  Charles 
Chase,  born  February  20,  1891. 

Hubbard,  Albert  E.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Arthur  and  Margaret  (Browse)  Hub- 
bard, was  born  at  Jersey ville,  Ont.,  February  2,  1869.  He  removed  to  Millington, 
111.,  where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  again  removed  to  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  In 
1876  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  received  his  early  education.  After  leaving 
school  he  obtained  employment  in  the  drug  store  of  George  E.  Sykes,  where  he  re- 
mained for  twelve  years.  While  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  and  was  made  a  pharmacist  in  May,  1888.  Dr.  Hubbard  is 
a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  received  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  in  May,  1894.  Since  May  3,  1894,  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Buf- 
falo Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  As  a  practitioner  Dr.  Hubbard  has  been  a  grand  suc- 
cess, and  is  a  recognized  authority  on  the  subject  of  the  eye  and  ear. 

Bissell,  Arthur  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  London,  Oneida  county,  N.Y.,  Jan- 
uary 10,  1844,  and  in  1852  removed  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools.    He  afterwards  attended  a  boarding  school  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  for 
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three  years  and  in  1863  entered  Yale  College,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  '67.  After  graduating  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in 
the  transportation  business  on  the  Erie  Canal,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for 
seventeen  years.  He  was  for  four  years  collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  Buf- 
falo. In  1889  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  People's  Bank,  which  position 
he  still  occupies,  being  one  of  the  original  stockholders  and  organizers  of  the 
bank. 

Kirchgasser,  John  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Christian  and  Katherine  Kirchgasser,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  15,  1853,  and  received  a  pub- 
lic school  education.  He  was  first  apprenticed  to  the  printer's  trade  on  the  Com- 
mercial Advertiser,  where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  builder,  which  he  followed  with  great  success  for  twenty-seven  years, 
having  the  supervision  of  the  construction  of  many  important  buildings  in  Buf- 
falo, notably  the  Buffalo  Library,  the  Iroquois  Hotel,  the  Hotel  Broezel,  and  several 
fine  dwellings,  etc.  On  November  15,  1895,  he  was  appointed  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Bureau  of  Building  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  which  position  he  still 
holds. 

Ward,  Francis  G.,  superintendent  of  the  Water  Bureau  of  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo, was  born  at  Jordan,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1856.  He  received  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion at  the  Rectory  School  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  and  when  still  a  lad  was  sent  to 
France  and  placed  in  the  Institution  Cousin  and  Lycee  Bonaparte,  Paris,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years,  acquiring  not  only  a  scientific  education,  but  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  French  language.  Returning  to  the  United  States  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  1872  a  cadet  at  the  Annapolis  Naval  Academy.  He  remained  there  but  a 
short  time  when  he  went  again  to  Europe  and  spent  a  year  in  study.  After  his  re^ 
turn  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Laflin  &  Rand  Powder  Company,  becoming 
their  Buffalo  representative  in  1875.  After  two  years'  service  in  this  business  he  re- 
signed to  accept  a  position  with  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad, 
and  was  with  this  company,  serving  in  various  capacities,  for  seven  years,  when  he 
became  assistant  manager  of  the  Harlem  line.  In  1885  he  resigned  this  position  to 
accept  the  superintendency  of  the  Companie  Universelle  Canal  Panama  at  Aspin- 
wall  and  elsewhere,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  a  period  of  four  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  in  May,  1896,  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Water. 

Collins,  John  C,  Buffalo,  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Collins,  was  born  at 
Guilderland,  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  November  15,  1858,  and  in  1876  removed  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  attended  the  Buffalo  High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1880.  He  then  became  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Judge  Manly  C.  Green  and 
Goodwin  Brown,  and  finished  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Lyman  M.  Baker,  be- 
ing admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Buffalo.  November  20,  1893,  he  was  appointed  chief  deputy  col- 
lector of  customs  under  Gen.  Peter  C.  Doyle,  and  still  holds  that  position.  Mr.  Col- 
lins was  secretary  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee  in  1887  and  1888,  and  is  a 
member  of  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo. 

Daggett,  Byron  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Girard,  Pa.,  January  27,  1842, 
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being  a  son  of  Hiram  Daggett  and  Patience  Gilson,  his  wife.  He  was  educated  in 
.  the  district  schools,  at  Girard  Academy,  and  at  AUeghen^^  College  in  Meadville,  Pa., 
and  in  1864  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  A.  G.  Ely,  of  Girard.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  receiving  the  degree  of  M,  D.  in  1867,  and 
since  then  has  been  in  general  practice  in  Buffalo.  Dr.  Daggett  was  appointed  health 
officer  in  1869  and  reappointed  in  1870,  and  afterward  was  police  surgeon  for  six 
years,  and  has  also  served  as  U.  S.  pension  surgeon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie 
County  and  New  York  State  Medical  Societies  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  was  surgeon  to  the  Sisters'  Charity,  and  Emergency  Hospitals,  and  is  now 
genito-urinary  surgeon  to  the  Erie  County  Hospital,  and  for  several  years  has  also 
been  the  local  surgeon  for  the  D. ,  L.  &  W.  Railroad,  Latterly  he  has  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  genito-urinary  surgery,  upon  which  he  has  contributed  numerous  papers  to 
medical  journals  and  societies. 

Hmkel,  Frank  Whitehill,  M.  D.,  Buffalo. — This  popular  and  well  known  physician 
was  born  in  Lexington,  Ills.,  March  6,  1858.  His  parents  soon  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  obtained  his  early  education.  He  was  graduated  from  Lafayette 
College  in  1879,  taking  the  degree  of  A.  B.  In  1882  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  following  year  removed  to  Buffalo  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  elected  to  the  professorship  of  Laryn- 
gology in  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1886.  Dr.  Hinkel  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn, 
the  University  and  the  Liberal  Clubs  of  Buffalo,  and  also  of  the  American  Laryn- 
gological  Association,  and  the  American  Laryngological,  Rhinological  and  Otolog- 
ical  Society. 

Taylor,  William  G. ,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Cambria,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y., 
May  22.  1868.  He  received  his  early  education  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward 
attended  the  University  of  North  Dakota,  taking  a  three  years'  course.  He  spent 
several  years  in  the  West  teaching  school,  and  in  1889  returned  east  and  settled 
in  Buffalo,  where  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Niagara  University  and  was 
graduated  in  1893.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  the 
following  year  was  appointed  house  physician  and  later  clinical  assistant  in  gynae- 
cology, in  the  Woman's  Hospital.  Dr.  Taylor  at  present  holds  a  position  in  Niag- 
ara University  as  instructor  in  obstetrics  and  is  also  physician  to  the  Woman's  Dis- 
pensary. He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Academy 
of  Medicine. 

Crockett,  Montgomery  Adams,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  March 
24,  1860.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of  Medford,  Mass. ,  and 
continued  in  the  Boston  Latin  School,  where  he  prepared  for  college.  Graduating 
from  this  institution  in  1878,  he  entered  Harvard  and  was  graduated  in  1882,  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.,  cum  laude,  with  honorable  mention  in  natural  history.  He  en- 
tered Harvard  Medical  School  in  the  fall  of  1882,  remaining  two  years,  and  from 
Harvard  he  entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  graduating  in 
1885,  when  he  received  an  appointment  on  the  house  staff  of  Bellevue  Hospital, 
serving  over  two  years.  In  1887  he  went  abroad  to  continue  his  studies  in  Vienna, 
and  the  Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin;  returning  he  practiced  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  a  year,  and,  in  1889  came  to  Buffalo.    In  the  fall  of  1890  he  associated  himself  with 


84 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Dr.  Mann,  of  Buffalo,  which  connection  has  been  maintained  up  to  the  present  time. 
Dr.  Crockett  is  assistant  gynecologist  at  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  attending  . 
gynecologist  at  Erie  County  Hospital  and  Riverside  Hospital,  and  clinical  lecturer 
in  Gynecology  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Dr. 
Crockett  is  a  recognized  authority  in  his  line  and  has  already  achieved  a  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  speciahst.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  Buffalo 
Medical  Club  and  Erie  County  Medical  Society. 

Rich,  Francis  M.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Dayton,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
January  17,  1845,  a  son  of  James  M.  and  Matilda  (Johnson)  Rich.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  and  later  received  an  academic  course  at  Forestville  Academy.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  teaching  school,  which  he  followed  but  a  short  time 
when  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  C.  Johnson  of  Gowanda. 
February  15,  1872,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York, 
and  after  practicing  twelve  years  in  Chautauqua  county,  spent  one  ^'-ear  in  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  as  a  student  in  the  colleges  and  hospitals.  On  March  9,  1885,  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  York.  He  then 
came  to  Buffalo  where  he  settled  down  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  where  he 
has  resided  ever  since,  having  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  pleas- 
antly located  at  No.  284  Richmond  avenue,  where  he  erected  a  fine  residence.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv.  In  1872 
he  married  Ellen  B.  Johnson  of  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. 

Irlbacker.  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  29,  1881.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  in  Germany  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  his  parents 
came  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo.  He  then  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years  in  the  brass  and  bell  foundry  and  all  kinds  of  machinery  of  Adam  Good,  after- 
ward becoming  foreman  in  the  establishment,  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  In 
March,  1855,  he  began  business  on  his  own  account  and  has  since  that  time  been  en- 
gaged in  the  plumbing  and  steam  and  gas  fitting  business. 

Perrine,  Henry  E. ,  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable 
families  in  Western  New  York.  His  father,  Dr.  Henry  Perrine,  settled  in  New 
York  almost  a  century  ago.  Henry  E.  Perrine  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sodus, 
Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1827,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.  In  1838  his  parents  removed  to  the  South,  settling  on  a  small  island 
off  the  south  coast  of  Florida,  known  as  Indian  Key.  It  was  at  this  place  that  his 
father  was  killed  by  the  Indians ;  himself  (a  boy  of  thirteen),  his  mother  and  two 
sisters  escaped  massacre  by  concealing  themselves  in  a  pier  extending  into  the  ocean, 
the  lower  part  of  which  they  used  for  placing  sea  turtles,  until  such  time  as  they  had 
occasion  to  use  them.  They  remained  in  this  retreat  for  nine  hours,  when  they 
escaped  from  under  the  burning  building  and  taking  a  boat  which  the  Indians  had 
partly  loaded  with  plunder,  pushed  off  from  the  shore  and  succeeded  in  reaching  a 
vessel  in  the  offing.  Mr.  Perrine  has  in  his  possession  a  picture  of  the  house  and 
pier  as  they  actually  were,  prior  to  the  attack  by  the  Indians,  which  is  regarded  by 
the  family  as  an  invaluable  heirloom.  In  1840  they  returned  to  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and 
he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Strong  &  Pariner,  completing  his  legal 
studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Bennett  &  Germain  of  Buffalo,  and  was  admitted  to 
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the  bar  in  1848.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  went  to  California,  where  he  re- 
mained for  eight  years.  Returning  to  Buffalo  in  1858  he  became  engaged  with  D. 
R.  Morse  in  the  ship  chandlery  business.  Mr.  Perrine  has  been  for  the  last  thirteen 
years  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  City  Cemetery.  He  has  been  twice  married,  first,  to 
Cornelia  S.  Hall,  of  Byron,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1855,  and  to  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  Oscar 
Folsom,  May  20,  1889,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  President  Cleveland. 

Northrup,  Lewis  G.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Edward  P.  and  Frances  A.  (Ruggles)  Northrup 
was  born  in  Centervillage,  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  May  26,  1865.  After  obtaining  a 
liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  and  High  School  of  his  native  town,  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  as  clerk  in 
the  city  ticket  office.  After  two  years'  service  with  this  company  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad  in  the  freight  department,  remaining  for 
one  year.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  was  appointed  freight  solicitor  for  the  C.  &  N. 
W.  Railroad,  serving  for  some  time,  when  he  was  appointed  travelmg  freight  agent 
for  the  same  company,  which  position  he  held  for  seven  years.  In  May,  1894,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  representing  the  Merchants'  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  which  business  he  is  now  engaged. 

Ellis,  Bruce,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Brant  county,  Ontario,  Canada,  in  February, 
1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ontario.  His  first  business  experi- 
ence was  with  the  Great  Western  Railway,  as  freight  agent  at  Hensall,  Ont. ,  retain- 
ing that  position  for  nine  years,  when  he  resigned  and  removed  to  the  West,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  and  remained  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  removed  to  Ainsworth,  Ind.,  where  he  was  appointed  freight  agent  for  the 
Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  and  was  removed  after  two  years  to  Granger,  Ind., 
and  acted  as  agent  for  the  C.  W.  &  M.  Railroad  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
service  a  position  was  offered  him,  which  he  accepted,  with  the  Canada  &  St.  Louis, 
at  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  called  to  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  to  take  charge  of  the  auditor's  department,  remaining  with  that  road 
until  it  went  into  the  hands  of  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.,  when  he  resigned  and  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Michigan  Central  as  freight  agent  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  He  re- 
mained there  for  a  short  time  and  was  appointed  agent  at  vSuspension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 
In  1891  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  the  Buffalo  freight  office  and  has 
since  then  resided  in  that  city.  Mr.  Ellis  was  married  November  11,  1883,  to  Marie 
E.  Edmonds  of  Hamilton,  Ont. 

Webster,  Edward  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  February  13,  1852,  and  is  a 
son  of  Elhs  and  Charlotte  W.  Webster.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
city.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness. In  1873  he  was  taken  into  the  firm  and  it  became  E.  Webster  &  Son.  He  was 
married  in  November,  1879,  to  Mary  E.  Griffith,  of  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  they  now  have 
two  sons,  Frank  G.  and  Harold  E.,  and  one  daughter,  Charlotte  Edith.  In  1891  the 
business  was  incorporated  under  the  title  of  E.  Webster,  Son  &  Co.,  and  now  carries 
on  a  large  wholesale  and  retail  ice  and  coal  business,  with  their  principal  office  at  201 
Ellicott  Square ;  they  employ  a  large  number  of  men  at  their  different  plants,  in  and 
out  of  the  city. 

Newman,  William  C,  Buffalo,  son  of  Edmond  and  Lucinda  (Farnham)  Newman, 
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was  born  at  Pompey  Center,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  received  his  education 
from  the  public  schools  and  Madison  University  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  In  1856  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  cement  and  flour  business  with  his  father,  re- 
maining in  that  business  until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1891,  when,  in  company 
with  Henry  L.  Newman,  they  bought  the  business  and  have  since  that  time  been 
engaged  in  the  flour  and  cement  busmess.  Their  cement  and  flour  mills  are  at 
Akron,  N.  Y. 

Crate,  James,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  June  3,  1836,  and  when  three 
years  of  age  removed  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents,  where  he  has  since  lived.  In  1865 
the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Crate  was  organized,  which  is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  lumber 
firms  of  the  city.  Mr.  Crate  was  married  March  9,  1897,  to  Miss  Ella  F,  Pryor  of 
Buffalo. 

Hussey,  Elisha  P.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Sidney,  Me.,  December  19,  1846. 
When  he  was  quite  young  his  parents  removed  to  Beverly,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  schooling.  In  1871  he  began  the  study  of  medicme  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
James  B.  Bell  of  Augusta,  Me.  He  attended  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  in  1871  and  1872,  and  graduated  from  the  Boston  University  School  of  Med- 
icine in  1876.  After  practicing  five  years  in  Canastota,  N.  Y.,  he  removed  to  Buf- 
falo in  1881,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Dr.  Hussey  is  president  of  the  Erie  County 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  and  is  a  member  of  several  other  medical  societies, 
of  two  of  which  he  has  been  president. 

Koons.  Edward  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  H.  aud  Elizabeth  (Dellenbaugh)  Koons, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  October  1,  1861.  After  obtaining  his  education  from  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city  he  engaged  in  the  abstract  and  title 
searching  business  in  company  with  his  brother  Henry,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Henry  &  Edward  L.  Koons.  In  1891  the  Erie  County  Guaranteed  Search  Company 
was  organized  and  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer,  which  position  he  still  occu- 
pies. He  has  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  political  and  public  affairs  of 
his  city,  always  working  for  improvements  in  municipal  government.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ellicott  Club,  Buffalo  Library  Association,  Orpheus  and  Liedertafel 
Singing  Societies  and  the  German  Young  Men's  Association,  and  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Commercial  Insurance  Company.  He  was  married.  May  12,  1886,  to  Miss 
Anna  C.  Hengerer,  daughter  of  William  Hengerer  of  Buffalo. 

Avery,  Charles  Hedding,  Buffalo,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Christopher  Avery,  who 
came  to  America  from  England  in  1631  and  settled  in  Gloucester,  Mass.  His  great- 
,  grandfather,  Abraham  Avery,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  corporal  in  the  com- 
pany commanded  by  Nathan  Hale,  Washington's  martyr  spy,  and  was  afterwards  taken 
prisoner  by  the  British  and  confined  on  a  prison  ship.  Subsequently  he  settled  upon 
a  farm  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  Charles  Hedding  Avery  was  born  in  Monroe, 
Mich.,  February  15,  1852.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Mon- 
roe, and  Cornell  University.  After  leaving  the  university  he  removed  to  Buf- 
falo and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  L.  L.  Lewis,  who  was  subse- 
quently justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  and  in  1877  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  In  1878  he  married  Miss  Ada  Boys,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  In  politics  Mr.  Avery  is 
a  Republican.    For  several  years  he  held  the  office  of  deputy  county  clerk  of  Erie 
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county,  and  proved  a  very  efficient  and  popular  official.  He  is  quite  prominent  in 
the  Masonic  and  other  fraternities,  being  a  past  master  of  De  Molay  Lodge  No. 
498,  F,  &  A.  M.,  and  having  held  various  offices  in  other  Masonic  bodies.  For  two 
years  he  was  grand  regent  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  a  fraternal  beneficiary  organiza- 
tion, and  was  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  that  order. 

Callahan,  T.  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  treasurer  of  the  World's  Dispensary  Medical 
Association,  an  institution  of  great  prominence  and  influence  in  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo. He  is  a  native  of  Salem,  O.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  that 
place  he  read  medicine  for  four  years  and  then  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia  and  was  graduated  in  1862.  In  1870  he  located  in  Buffalo.  Dr. 
Callahan  is  particularly  and  eminently  fitted  for  the  responsible  position  he  holds, 
his  tastes,  education  and  training  being  along  the  special  lines  of  the  institution. 
The  doctor's  diplomas  are  recorded  and  registered  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county 
of  Erie  and  in  the  Regents'  department  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Bentz,  Henry  G..  M.  D.,  Ph.  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  September  2,  1865, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  University  of  Buffalo.  In  1886  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  and  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in 
both  departments — the  degree  of  M.  D.  being  conferred  on  him  February  28,  1888, 
and  the  degree  of  Ph.  G.  on  March  26,  1889,  from  the  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
departments  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Bentz  has  been  for  the  last  six  years 
one  of  the  city  physicians.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of  the  Central  New  York  Medical  Association. 
He  IS  medical  examiner  and  also  member  of  the  following  insurance  companies:  The 
Royal  Arcanum,  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  the  Bavarian  Ludwig's  Benevolent 
Association,  the  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association,  the  National  Benevolent 
Legion,  the  Odd  Fellows'  Mutual  Aid  and  Accident  Association  of  Piqua,  O.,  the 
Order  of  United  Friends,  the  Typographia  Union  No.  5,  the  Foresters  of  America; 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  following  orders  and  societies:  Queen  City  Lodge  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory  F.  &  A.  M.,  Ismailia  Temple  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Lake  Erie  Encampment  of  Odd  Fellows,  Ragan 
Lodge  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Genesee  Tribe  of  Red  Men ;  he  belongs  to  the 
Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Greek  Letter  societies  of  that  institution,  viz. :  Alpha  Omega 
Delta  and  Beta  Phi  Sigma.  He  is  attending  obstetrician  to  the  Buffalo  German 
Deaconess'  Hospital,  and  attending  surgeon  to  the  German  Hospital  Dispensary  of 
Buffalo.  July  26,  1888,  he  married  Louise  A.  Reiser  of  Buffalo;  they  have  two  sons 
and  one  daughter  living. 

Walbridge,  Charles  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  July  24.  1841.  Shortly  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  the  late  George  B.  Walbridge,  a  well  known  merchant  of 
Buffalo,  he  left  school  and  entered  the  employ  of  Pratt  &  Co.,  who  were  at  that  time 
the  most  extensive  hardware  dealers  in  the  city.  He  remained  with  them  until  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  100th  Regiment,  New  York  Vols.,  and  was 
made  second  lieutenant  of  Co.  H.  He  served  with  this  regiment  until  1864,  being 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  in  July,  1862,  and  captain  in  January,  1863.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  he  was  commissioned  by  the  president  as  captain  and  assistant  quarter- 
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master  of  volunteers.  In  February,  1865,  he  was  brevetted  major,  and  shortly  after 
was  appointed  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Tenth  Army  Corps,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel.  In  1866  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  re- entered  the  service  of  his 
former  employers,  remaining  until  1869,  when  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself. 
In  1884  the  present  firm  of  Walbridge  &  Co.  was  formed  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
largest  hardware  establishments  in  Buffalo. 

Chamberlain,  Horace  P.,  Buffalo,  has  had  a  career  that  is  full  of  inspiration  to 
young  men  with  a  noble  ambition  to  succeed.  His  education  from  schools  was 
limited,  never  having  had  the  benefit  of  a  collegiate  training,  but  in  its  place  he  sub- 
stituted a  course  of  private  study  and  thus  gained  a  knowledge  and  mental  discipline 
that  fitted  him  ultimately  for  the  responsible  position  he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  1,  1852.  In  1870-72  he  moved  to  the  West  and 
was  employed  on  the  United  States  Engineer  Corps,  surveying  the  Illinois  River. 
After  this  service  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  until  1876,  when 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Union  Pipe  Line  Company,  which,  in  1877,  was  sold 
to  the  Empire  Pipe  Line  Company,  which,  in  return,  was  almost  immediately  merged 
into  the  United  Pipe  Line  Company.  In  consequence  of  the  change  of  ownership 
Mr.  Chamberlain  resigned  his  position  and  removed  to  Olean,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
sided until  December  1,  1879.  He  then  removed  to  Titusville  and  engaged  in  the 
oil  brokerage  business  until  1887,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  to  accept  the  position 
of  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  Atlas 
Works,  becoming  general  manager  in  March,  1890.  The  company  has  a  refinery, 
tar  distillery,  paraffine  works  and  acid  works.  They  also  manufacture  their  own 
tank  cars,  tank  wagons  for  city  and  country  use,  and  have  all  the  machinery  re- 
quired in  a  complete  refinery  and  car  shop  equipment.  In  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment they  employ  from  150  to  200  men  and  about  200  in  the  balance  of  the  works. 

Wiggins,  Dennis  B.,  M.D.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  physicians  in  Buf- 
falo, was  born  in  Essex,  Vt. ,  December  7,  1821  When  he  was  yet  a  young  man  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Heinsburg,  Vt.,  and  afterwards  took  a  full  course  at 
the  Physio-Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  was  graduated  in  1846.  He  then 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Locust  Grove,  Adams  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  active  practice  ever  since. 

Endres,  Joseph,  a  prominent  representative  of  one  of  Buffalo's  greatest  interests, 
was  born  in  that  city,  October  19,  1860,  and  obtained  his  early  education  at  St.  Ann's 
Parochial  School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1873.  On  leaving  school  he  entered 
the  dry  goods  establishment  of  S.  Bettinger  &  Co.  as  a  cash  boy,  and  after  two 
years  he  was  apprenticed  to  Henry  Juengling,  one  of  the  leading  metal  engravers  in 
the  city.  In  this  office  he  received  a  training  and  gained  a  practical  experience  in 
his  trade  such  as  is  rarely  obtained.  In  1879  he  entered  the  service  of  E.  C.  Brink- 
worth,  with  whom  he  remained  for  nine  years,  after  which  he  accepted  a  position  as 
collector  with  the  Broadway  Brewing  and  Malting  Company.  In  1891  he  was  ap- 
pointed turnkey  of  the  Erie  county  jail,  and  September  14,  1893,  he  engaged  in  his 
present  business,  and  the  success  in  this  and  all  prior  undertakings  demonstrates 
that  he  is  a  man  of  rare  judgment  and  business  sagacity. 
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Bates,  Nurse  &  Co.,  Buffalo. — This  enterprising  house  was  established  by  its  pres- 
ent proprietors  in  August,  1895,  For  a  new  house  the  above  named  has  been  re- 
markably successful,  in  the  face  of  eager  and  determined  opposition.  They  make  a 
specialty  of  fine  steel  and  copper  plate  engravings,  also  plate  printing  and  emboss- 
ing. Mr.  Bates,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  was  for  several  years  an  employee 
of  Tiffany  &  Co,,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Nurse  has  had  fifteen  years'  experience  as  a 
practical  engraver,  and  Mr,  Palliser  possesses  all  the  commercial  qualifications 
that  go  to  make  a  successful  manager  of  a  business  of  this  character. 

Bowen,  Jesse  C.,' Buffalo,  son  of  Caleb  B.  and  Arrintha  (Cook)  Bo  wen,  was  born 
in  Machias,  Cattaraugus  county,  September  5, 1862,  and  was  educated  in  Ten  Broeck 
Free  Academy,  Franklinville,  N.  Y.  He  was  for  six  years  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business  in  Franklinville,  N.Y.,  when  a  position  as  special  traveling  agent  was 
offered  him  by  the  Niagara  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  which  he  accepted. 
In  1892  he  resigned  this  position  and  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  Mr.  Bowen  is  one  of  the  deacons  of 
the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  church, 

Bidwell,  Clinton,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  was  educated  at  a 
military  college  at  Chester,  Pa.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  powder  busi- 
ness at  Pittsburg,  in  which  he  remained  until  1883,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to 
represent  the  Dupont  Powder  Co.,  the  Oriental  Powder  Co.,  and  the  Repauno 
Chemical  Co.,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Brown,  Frank  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Solomon  and  Margaret  (Eggleston)  Brown,  was 
born  in  Hulberton,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1858.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the 
confectionery  business  at  Albion,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad,  taking 
charge  of  the  freight  office  at  East  Buffalo,  and  also  had  charge  of  accounts  at  Ohio 
street,  Buffalo.  He  held  this  position  for  eight  years,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  with  the  Michigan  Central  as  cashier,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo,  which 
position  he  held  until  May  1,  1891.  At  this  time  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr. 
Velzy,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member,  and  entered  into  the  real  estate  and  loan  busi- 
ness, doing  a  large  and  successful  business. 

Kellogg,  Augustus  Burr.  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Buffalo 
in  1857,  connecting  himself  with  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company  and  later 
The  John  T.  Noye  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1881  he  established  and  edited 
The  Roller  Mill,  a  monthly  journal  published  in  the  interests  of  flour  milling  and 
kindred  subjects,  which  is  still  alive  and  flourishing.  In  1890  he  became  editor  and 
half  owner  of  the  well  known  financial  paper,  American  Investments,  which  has  ob- 
tained a  w^orld-wide  reputation  and  authority  on  conservative  investments.  Mr. 
Kellogg  is  an  accountant  of  a  high  order,  having  at  one  time  been  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Institute  of  Accountants,  and  is  frequently  called  as  consulting  account- 
ant and  referee  in  intricate  cases.  In  addition  to  his  editorial  duties,  he  acts  as  trus- 
tee and  manager  of  a  number  of  estates. 

Prentiss,  Jerome  I.,  Buffalo,  has  had  a  career  that  is  full  of  mspiration  to  young 
men  with  a  noble  ambition  to  succeed.  He  was  compelled  to  leave  school  when  very 
young,  but  has  advanced  step  by  step  until  to-day  he  stands  in  the  front  rank  of 
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Buffalo  business  men.  He  was  born  in  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1839.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  in  the  1st  Regiment  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  as  a  private,  serv- 
ing his  country  faithfully  until  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  Mr. 
Prentiss  was  with  General  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  was  pro- 
moted before  the  close  of  the  war  to  first  lieutenant  of  engineers.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Prentiss  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  grain 
business,  where  he  remained  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  established 
the  wholesale  grocery  business  of  which  he  is  now  a  member,  and  which  has  grown 
from  a  small  institution  to  one  of  the  largest  in  Western  New  York.  Mr.  Prentiss 
also  organized  the  Buffalo  Cold  Storage  Company  in  1892,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
most  successful  organizations  in  Buffalo.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  church  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  is  an  officer,  and  he 
was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  in  1895  when  the  church  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $175,000.  Mr.  Prentiss  is  a  charter  director  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Buffalo, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  successful  banking  institutions  of  the  city. 

Kerr,  A.  T.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  1835  in  the  town  of  Brant,  Erie  county,  and  in 
1854  removed  to  Buffalo  and  secured  a  position  with  Messrs.  Bidwell  &  Co.  as  a  clerk, 
remaining  in  their  employ  for  two  years,  subsequently  keeping  books  for  Renwick  & 
Bissell,  plumbers,  for  two  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  liquor  business,  first  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Kerr  &  Laing,  and  later  by  himself.  In  1875  the  firm  of  A.  T. 
Kerr  &  Co.  was  organized,  and  they  are  well  and  favorably  known  importers  and 
wholesale  dealers  in  fine  wines  and  liquors. 

Haines,  Alfred,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1846,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  In  1861  his  parents  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  his  father 
became  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  E.  &  G.  R.  Haines,  lumber  dealers.  In  1870 
Mr.  Haines  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  the  style  being  changed  to  Haines  &  Co., 
of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 

Reynolds,  Harvey  D.,  manager  for  the  Postal  Telegraph  Company  at  Buffalo,  was 
born  at  Olcott,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  January  26.  1850.  After  obtaining  a  public 
school  education  he  learned  telegraphy,  and  was  first  employed  at  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
in  the  New  York  Central  depot.  His  first  service  with,  a  commercial  company  was 
for  the  Western  Union  at  Medina,  N.  Y.  He  filled  positions  in  several  other  offices, 
coming  to  Buffalo  in  December,  1866,  where  he  worked  the  first  duplex  circuit  used 
between  New  York  and  Buffalo,  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  position  of 
night  manager,  from  which  he  resigned  to  go  with  the  Mutual  Union  Telegraph 
Company  as  chief  operator  and  circuit  manager.  On  January  4,  1884,  he  was  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  and  Cable  Company  at  Buffalo,  and  on 
February  2,  1891,  was  promoted  to  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Fourth  District, 
Eastern  Division,  of  that  company.  When  Mr.  Reynolds  assumed  control  of  the 
company's  business  in  Buffalo  they  had  but  one  office,  employed  one  operator,  and 
three  messenger  boys,  and  under  his  efficient  management  it  is  developed  to  the  fol- 
lowing proportions:  The  Postal  Company  employing  fifty  operators,  and  sixty-five 
messenger  boys,  and  having  eighteen  branch  offices  in  the  city.  Personally  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  of  a  very  social  nature,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  company  he 
represents,  as  well  as  the  fullest  respect  of  those  in  his  employ. 
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Thompson,  Augustus  P.,  Buffalo,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Western  New  York.  His  father,  Sheldon  Thompson,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  section,  having  settled  in  Lewiston,  N,  Y.,  in  1810.  In  company  with  Jacob 
Townsend  and  Alvin  Bronson,  Sheldon  Thompson  left  the  seaboard  for  the  lakes, 
impelled  by  the  British  Orders  in  Council  and  Bonaparte's  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees. 
In  March,  1810,  Bronson  proceeded  to  Oswego  Falls  and  built  a  schooner  of  100  tons, 
the  Charles  and  Ann.  At  the  completion  of  this  iirst  vessel  Sheldon  Thompson  took 
the  carpenters  and  proceeded  to  the  Niagara  River,  above  the  falls,  built  the 
schooner  Catharine  at  Cayuga  Creek,  near  the  spot  where  La  Salle  had  built  the 
Griffon,  the  first  vessel  navigating  Lake  Erie  182  years  before.  The  Catharine  was 
completed  in  June,  1811,  so  that  in  little  more  than  one  year  the  two  younger  part- 
ners had  completed  two  vessels.  Both  figured  as  United  States  gunboats  during  the 
war  of  1812.  This  firm  was  instrumental  in  developing  the  early  commerce  of  the 
lakes.  In  1816  or  1817  Sheldon  Thompson  changed  his  residence  from  Lewiston  to 
Black  Rock,  now  part  of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  The  firms  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected continued  prominent  in  the  lake  commerce.  He  was  a  devoted  friend  of  the 
canal  and  went  down  on  the  first  boat  to  assist  in  the  mingling  of  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  with  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic.  His  firm  was  prominent  in  the  commerce  of 
the  canal  and  owned  regular  lines  of  passenger  packets  and  freight  boats.  It  was 
also  largely  instrumental  in  the  development  of  steam  navigation  on  the  lakes.  It 
built  the  Pioneer,  the  third  steamboat  on  the  lakes,  in  1823.  Sheldon  Thompson 
moved  to  Buffalo  in  1830  and  continued  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of 
that  place  until  1845,  when  he  retired  from  active  business.  In  1840  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city,  being  the  first  mayor  elected  by  the  people.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  St.  Paul's  church,  the  first  Episcopal  church  in  Buffalo,  and  a  member 
of  the  first  vestry.  He  died  at  Buffalo,  March  13,  1851.  His  son,  Augustus  P. 
Thompson,  was  born  at  Black  Rock,  February  14,  1825.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  Lewiston  and  Canandaigua  Academies  and  at  private  schools  in  Buffalo. 
His  first  business  experience  was  obtained  as  clerk  in  his  father's  establishment  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  remained  until  he  became  of  age.  His  father  then  gave  him  an 
interest  in  the  firm  of  Thompson  &  Co.,  white  lead  manufacturers,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1860.  He  then  sold  his  interest  in  this  business  and  in  company  with 
Edward  S.  Warren  and  De  Garmo  Jones  built -the  second  anthracite  blast  furnace  • 
erected  in  Buffalo,  the  first  having  been  built  by  Palmer  &  Co.  The  two  concerns 
were  soon  consolidated  and  known  as  the  Buffalo  Union  Iron  Works,  and  built  one 
of  the  largest  rolling  mills  at  that  time  in  the  country.  Mr.  Thompson  remained 
with  this  company  until  1866,  when  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  white  lead  manu- 
factory of  S.  G.  Cornell  &  Son,  afterwards  known  as  the  Cornell  Lead  Company, 
He  held  the  office  of  vice-president  for  several  years  and  then  of  president  until  the 
company  was  transferred  to  the  National  Lead  Company.  He  is  now  manager  of 
the  Buffalo  branch  of  this  company.  He  is  warden  of  St.  Paul's  church,  trustee  of 
St.  Margaret's  School,  and  has  filled  other  positions  of  importance  in  and  of  benefit 
to  the  community. 

Dagenais,  Alphonse,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  of  French  descent,  his  parents  coming  to 
this  country  in  1832  and  settling  in  Montreal,  Can.,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born,  March  17,  1846.    He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
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and  after  completing  his  schooling  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Ecole  de 
Medecine  et  de  Chirurgie  de  Montreal  (affiliated  with  Victoria  University),  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1867.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Dr.  Dagenais  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  May,  1871, 
he  married  Mary  (Engs)  Blan chard  of  Somerset,  Mass.,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Philips,  Thomas  S.,  D.D.S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Cassadaga,  Chautauqua  county 
N.  Y.,  June  24,  1843,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  At  a  very  early  age 
he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  his  father's  office,  and  so  great  was  his  aptitude 
for  the  work  that  in  1859  he  took  full  charge  of  his  father's  office  and  business.  In 
1863  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  154th  Regt.,  N.  Y.  Vols.,  serving  his  country 
three  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  began  practice  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
in  1871  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  growing  clientage. 

Holz,  Andrew,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1858  and  came  to  America  when 
fourteen  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  at  St. 
Mary's  Academy.  He  first  engaged  in  business  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  removing  to 
Buffalo  in  1874  and  entering  the  service  of  Antony  Feldmann,  whose  successor  he 
became  in  1887  by  a  purchase  of  the  business,  since  which  time  he  has  most  success- 
fully conducted  the  business.  In  1887  he  married  Helen  M.  Neukirchen.  Mr.  Holz 
has  given  the  subject  of  embalming  a  most  careful  study.  He  is  the  third  in  succes- 
sion of  a  business  established  in  1864.  In  connection  with  his  undertaking  business 
is  a  large  and  expensively  equipped  livery.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the 
C.  B.  L.,  St.  Alfonsus,  and  C.  Y.  M.  A.  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 

Kittinger,  Joseph,  Buffalo. — Among  the  best  posted  and  most  active  operators  in 
real  estate,  Joseph  Kittinger  stands  prominently  to  the  front.  He  has  had  many 
years'  experience  in  the  business  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  operators  in  the  city. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cambria,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  February  5,  1839.  His 
education  was  obtained  at  the  Wilson  Collegiate  Institute  and  the  Allegheny  College 
at  MeadviUe,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  23d  N.  Y.  Battery  in  September,  1861,  and  was  mustered  out  in  July, 
1865,  giving  nearly  four  years'  continuous  service.  He  served  under  Generals  Mc- 
Clellan,  Burnside,  Butler  and  Sherman,  and  it  was  he  who  commanded  the  section 
of  the  artillery  that  fired  the  last  cannon  shot  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  (in  action 
at  Morrisville,  N.  C,  April  13,  1865,  between  General  Kilpatrick's  Cavalry  and  that  of 
Gen.  Wade  Hampton).  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  took  a  business 
course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  after  which  he  was  engaged  as  a 
teacher  in  that  institution  during  a  portion  of  1865-1866.  From  1868  to  1869  he  was 
engaged  in  the  produce  business  on  Central  Wharf,  after  which  he  removed  to  Kan- 
sas and  engaged  in  the  stock  business  until  1873,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and 
compiled  the  city  directory  for  years  1875,  1876  and  1877.  From  1877  to  1882  he  en- 
gaged in  the  petroleum  oil  producing  business  in  the  various  Pennsylvania  oil  fields, 
and  during  that  time  was  interested  and  had  the  charge  of  putting  down  over  200 
oil  wells.  In  1882  he  embarked  in  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  he  has  since 
been  engaged.    Mr.  Kittinger  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  Union  Veteran 
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Legion.  September  24,  1868,  he  married  Mary  Johnston,  of  Buffalo.  Four  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  namely,  Isabelle,  Margaret  Irvine  J.  and  Ralph  G.,  all  now 
living. 

Bissell,  Frederick  O.,  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Erie  county  bar,  but  is 
one  of  Buffalo's  prominent  attorneys.  He  was  born  in  Aurora,  111.,  September  19, 
1868.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the  public  schools  of  Detroit  and  Dayton,  O.,  and 
graduated  from  the  High  School  at  the  latter  place  in  1887,  when  he  was  valedicto- 
rian of  his  class.  He  entered  Cornell  University  in  the  fall  of  1887,  and  received  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  in  1891,  his  graduating  thesis  on  "Jeremy  Bentham  as  a  Law  Re- 
former" receiving  an  honorable  mention  for  excellence.  After  a  clerkship  spent  in 
the  law  offices  of  McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew,  prominent  railroad  and  corpora- 
tion attorneys  of  Buffalo,  he  returned  to  Cornell  University  and  graduated  from  the 
law  department  in  1893,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  His  thesis  for  graduation  writ- 
ten at  this  time,  and  entitled  "  Codification  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  was  one  of 
three  prize  theses.  He  immediately  began  practice  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  with  marked  success.  In  political  belief,  Mr.  Bissell  is  a  Republican, 
though  he  has  never  taken  a  very  active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican League,  Cornell  Alumni  Association,  Buffalo  Orpheus  and  the  University 
Club.  He  was  married  in  June,  1896,  to  Nellie,  daughter  of  John  H.  Smith  of 
Buffalo. 

Smith,  Howard  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Howard  M.  and  Mary  E.  (Joslyn)  Smith,  was 
born  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  June  21,  1872.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School  in  1889.  His  first  business  experi- 
ence was  with  the  Western  Elevating  Association,  beginning  as  messenger  boy  on 
the  docks,  and  has  been  promoted  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now  has  charge  of 
their  collections.  He  was  married  to  Juliet  A.  Cook  in  1894,  and  has  one  child,  a 
boy,  born  in  1895. 

Velzy,  Frank  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Machias,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  the  State  Normal  schools  of  Buffalo.  After  completing  his  education  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Niagara  county  for  a  time,  and  was  afterward  offered 
a  position  with  the  Standard  Stave  Company,  which  he  accepted,  as  traveling  sales 
agent  and  remained  for  seven  years,  when  he  became  superintendent  of  the  works. 
He  then  removed  to  Brockport  and  began  the  manufacture  of  oak  stave  baskets, 
which  he  continued  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  the  following  year, 
in  company  with  F.  H.  Brown,  opened  a  real  estate  and  loan  office,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Brown  &  Velzy,  which  has  since  been  carried  on  very  successfully,  Mr. 
Velzy  often  being  called  on  to  act  as  appraiser  in  land  values,  for  railroads  and  other 
large  corporations. 

Morse,  Henry,  Buffalo,  is  a  self-made  man,  having  applied  his  splendid  mentalities 
to  his  opportunities  and  circumstances.  -  His  beginning  was  humble.  Born  m  the 
town  of  Vienna,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  November  23,  1826,  he  worked  as  a  boy  on 
his  father's  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  attending  the  district  schools  in 
the  neighborhood.  Not  contented  with  his  environment,  poor  and  ambitious,  at  this 
early  age  he  left  the  farm  and  went  on  the  canal,  where  for  twelve  years  he  labored 
in  different  positions,  doing  better  each  year.    Comprehending  in  advance  of  the 
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times  the  advantages  of  the  canal  business,  he  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  brother, 
Lansing  Morse,  in  1854,  and  engaged  in  the  transportation  business.  The  firm  of 
Lansing  &  Henry  Morse  continued  for  over  thirty-eight  years,  and  by  close  attention 
to  business  and  honorable  dealing  among  men,  was  eminently  successful.  In  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  Lansing  Morse  was  blind,  but,  arm  in  arm,  these  two  old  men, 
one  guiding  the  other,  were  familiar  figures  upon  the  streets  of  Buffalo  going  to  their 
business  daily.  Henry  Morse  is  one  of  Buffalo's  substantial  business  men.  He  is 
interested  in  many  financial  institutions,  and  performs  his  duty  as  a  citizen.  While 
interested  in  Buffalo's  welfare  he  has  accepted  political  position  but  once,  when  he 
was  elected  alderman  for  four  ^^ears  of  the  old  Ninth  (now  the  Twentieth)  ward. 
Unostentatious  in  his  style  of  living,  cordial  in  his  friendship,  prompt  and  progress- 
ive in  his  work,  he  otands  in  the  front  rank  among  Buffalo's  best  citizens. 

Manges,  Monroe,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  June 
4,  1866.  He  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  and  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Wooster,  taking  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1888.  For  two  years 
he  superintended  the  public  schools  at  Windham,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  in  March,  1892, 
graduated  from  the  Cleveland  Medical  College  with  the  honors  of  his  class.  In  May 
of  the  same  year  he  located  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Dr. 
Manges  makes  a  specialty  of  surgery,  genito-urinary  and  rectal  diseases;  he  is  now 
one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  was  formerly  assistant  surgeon 
at  the  Lexington  Heights  Hospital. 

Johnson,  James  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  New  Hudson,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y., 
May  3,  1846.  After  receiving  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools,  he  entered 
his  father's  store  as  a  clerk  and  remained  in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service  in  the  189th  N.  Y.  Infantry, 
serving  his  country  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1866  he  removed  to  West  Almond, 
N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  where  he  remained  for  thirteen 
years.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  laundry  business  and  two 
years  later  organized  and  incorporated  a  stock  company,  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Banner  Laundry  Company,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 

Burgard,  William  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  November  7,  1852,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  taking  a  full  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College.  After  leaving  school  he  became  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  mercantile 
business.  In  1873  a  position  was  offered  him  by  Hammond,  Standish  &  Co.,  of  De- 
troit, Mich  ,  which  he  accepted,  remaining  four  years.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he 
returned  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  cashier  in  the  city  treasurer's 
office.  In  1880  he  resigned  his  position  to  accept  another  offered  him  by  the  Cana- 
dian Southern  Railroad  as  clerk  in  the  local  freight  office  at  Buffalo.  In  1883  he  was 
appointed  traveling  freight  agent  for  the  C,  &  N.  W.  Railroad,  which  position  he 
held  until  1888,  when  he  was  promoted  to  his  present  position,  that  of  general  agent 
of  the  same  road  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo. 

Ball,  Howard  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Roberts)  Ball,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  May  23,  1852.  Mr.  Ball  has  been  engaged  in  the  railroad  business 
since  1863.    His  first  business  experience  was  with  the  Catawissa  Railroad  as  office 
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boy,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  rising  from  office  boy  to  the  position  of 
division  rate  clerk.  At  the  end  of  this  time  a  position  was  offered  him  by  the  Erie 
Railroad  as  traveling  passenger  agent,  which  he  accepted,  with  headquarters  in 
Philadelphia.  In  1886  he  became  division  passenger  agent  of  the  same  company 
with  headquarters  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  August  1,  1887,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
D.,  L.  &  W.  Railroad  and  is  now  general  western  passenger  agent,  with  office  at 
No.  289  Main  street. 

Georgi,  Oscar  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  September  25,  1873.  He  is  a 
graduace  of  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  class  of  '95.  Before  graduating,  however,  he 
was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  the  law  office  of  Sprague,  Moot,  Sprague  & 
Brownell  and  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  managing  clerk  in  that  office  for  some 
time.  In  that  position  he  has  acquired  the  reputation  of  having  a  more  extensive 
knowledge  of  practice  than  any  member  of  the  bar  of  his  age.  He  has  also  served 
his  State  in  the  National  Guard,  having  reached  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

CuUen,  Charles  P.,  Buffalo,  the  manager  of  the  Wayne  Building  Loan  and  Accumu- 
lating Fund  Association,  for  Erie  county,  N,  Y. ,  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1862.  When  he  was  nine  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Seneca  Falls  High 
School  in  1879.  For  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Waterloo, 
N.  Y.,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  was  for  five  years  in  the  drug  establishment 
of  W.  H.  Tibbs.  He  was  afterwards  pharmacist  at  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital,  serv- 
ing for  two  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business. 

Van  Dusen,  Edmond  C,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Bradley  J.  and  Mary  J.  (CopHn) 
Van  Dusen,  was  born  at  Westfield,  N.  Y. ,  February  22,  1860.  He  was  graduated 
from  Falley  Seminary  at  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  in  1879.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  at 
the  University  of  New  York  and  was  graduated  in  1885  with  the  degree  of  M.  D, 
He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  in  1888  he  removed  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Dr.  Van  Dusen  is  a  member  of  the  Medical 
Society  and  the  Fifth  District  Dental  Society. 

Bredel,  Peter  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  m  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  23,  1859,  of  German 
parentage.  In  1862  his  parents  removed  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.  The  foundation  of  his 
education  was  laid  at  the  district  schools  and  La  Crosse  (Wis.)  Acadehiy.  In  1882 
he  removed  to  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  which  town  was  then  the  western  terminus  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  system  on  the  plains  of  the  Dakotas.  In  the 
spring  of  1884  the  said  railroad  company  extended  its  lines  to  Ipswich,  to  which  place 
he  removed  and  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  D.  Tollefson,  an  attorney,  which  part- 
nership continued  for  a  period  of  two  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Ipswich, 
S.  D.,  December  1,  1888.  He  also  had  extensive  farm  interests  at  Theodore,  S.  D., 
where  he  had  his  farm  operated  up  to  1896.  Not  desiring  to  continue  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  he  returned  east  in  1894  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  became  en- 
gaged in  the  life  insurance  business,  acting  as  manager  of  Western  New  York  for 
the  Fidelity  Mutual  Life  Association  of  Philadelphia.  He  remained  with  said  asso- 
ciation until  he  resigned  May  14,  1896,  about  which  time  he  took  charge  of  a  hke  po- 
sition with  the  American  Union  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds. 
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Millener,  Frederick  Hoyer,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joel  H.  and  Emma  P.  (Hoyer) 
Millener,  was  born  in  Tonawanda.  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1872.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic and  high  schools  of  Buffalo  and  Tonawanda  and  later  at  De  Veaux  College,  Sus- 
pension Bridge,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1889  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  and  Hospital  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  certificate  of  Honorable  Mention  and  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1893.  Immedi- 
ately he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  began  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Buffalo  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and 
the  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Bitter,  Arthur  G.  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Matilda  (Weiser)  Bitter,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  March  27,  1870.  He  received  his  education  in  private  schools  and 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  He  commenced  work  as  clerk  in  the  office  of 
George  Parks  &  Son,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  when  he  accepted  a  position 
with  George  Irish  as  bookkeeper,  and  afterward  became  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Pa- 
per Company.  He  at  this  time  organized  a  company  known  as  C.  W.  Mugler  &  Co., 
which  was  one  of  the  largest  jobbing  paper  houses  in  Buffalo  at  that  time.  The  firm 
was  afterward  changed  to  Mugler  &  Umlauf.  May  1,  1896,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Gallagher  he  opened  a  paper  house,  doing  a  jobbing  business  exclusively,  the  firm 
name  being  A.  G.  H.  Bitter  &  Co.    He  is  also  interested  in  other  enterprises. 

Gallagher,  Robert  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Edward  and  Martha  (Mitchell)  Gallagher, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  27,  1873,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
high  schools.  His  first  business  experience  was  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com- 
pany, acting  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He 
was  variously  employed  until  May,  1896,  when  in  company  with  Mr.  Bitter  the  firm 
of  Bitter  &  Gallagher  was  formed  as  paper  dealers.  While  Mr.  Gallagher  is  yet  a 
young  man,  he  had  several  years'  experience  in  the  paper  business  before  the  pres- 
ent firm  was  organized.    He  is  a  courteous  gentlemen  and  a  popular  citizen. , 

Ernst,  Henry  J.,  Buffalo,  is  of  German  descent;  both  his  parents  were  born  in 
Germany  and  came  to  America,  his  father  in  1848  and  his  mother  in  1852,  settHng  in 
Buffalo,  where  Henry  J.  was  born  March  17,  1854.  He  received  his  education  from 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo.  In  1883  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness and  for  seven  years  represented  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  of  Milwaukee. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  accepted  the  position  as  manager  of  the  Penn  Mutual 
Life  at  Buffalo,  which  position  he  still  holds.  In  June,  1881,  he  married  Gertrude 
L.  Scheu,  of  Buffalo. 

Tilden,  Jared  Hyde,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Franklin,  Conn.,  April  30,  1828.  He 
removed  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  in  1837,  traversing  Long  Island  Sound  in  a 
sloop,  proceeding  to  Buffalo  via  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  he  early  evinced 
a  desire  to  study  medicine  and  subsequently  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  the  class  of  1850. 
He  then  spent  a  few  years  as  demonstrator  of  anatomy  at  the  Central  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Rochester,  the  hospitals  of  New  York  city  and  attending  clinics  in  Cincinnati. 
In  1851  Dr.  Tilden  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  in  1854  was  commissioned  surgeon's 
mate  of  the  74th  Regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  in  which  he  continued  for  the  following 
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ten  years.  Dr.  Tilden  continued  practice  until  1859,  when  he  gave  up  the  profession 
to  engage  in  the  building  business  with  his  father,  which  was  carried  on  successfully 
until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1869,  and  since  that  time  he  has  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone.  Among  the  many  noted  structures  erected  by  him  may  be  mentioned 
the  First  Presbyterian  church,  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  church,  Star  Theater  build- 
ing. Union  Central  Life  building,  Red  Jacket  Flats  and  numerous  dwellings.  He  is 
an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Builders'  Exchange,  of  the  Buffalo  Fine 
Arts  Academy  and  the  Buffalo  Library.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Oakfield  Club 
and  trustee  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church. 

Jewett,  Carlton  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Jewett, 
of  Bradford,  England,  who  was  born  in  1604,  and  whose  grandson,  Joseph  Jewett, 
came  to  America  and  settled  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  in  1638.  Capt.  Joseph  Jewett,  son 
of  Capt.  Nathan  and  great-grandson  of  Joseph,  was  born  December  13,  1732,  and  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  became  captain  of  one  of  the  companies 
of  Colonel  Huntington's  17th  Continental  Regiment  of  Connecticut.  At  the  battle 
of  Long  Island  he  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  died  August  29, 
1776.  He  married  Lucretia  Rogers.  Their  fourth  son.  Deacon  Josiah  Jewett,  was 
born  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  December  29,  1773,  and  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  the  same 
place.  Their  son,  Guernsey  Jewett,  was  born  at  Moravia,  N.  Y.,  July  1,  1816,  and 
died  there  May  3,  1893 ;  his  wife,  Eliza  Carter,  still  survives.  Carlton  Rogers  Jewett, 
M.  D.,  son  of  Guernsey,  was  born  at  Moravia  on  March  5,  1852,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school.  About  1868  his  father  met  with  business  reverses, 
which  caused  young  Jewett  to  temporarily  abandon  his  studies  and  go  to  work,  first 
at  surveying,  later  on  the  farm,  and  finally  in  the  store  of  his  father,  who  had  re- 
sumed business  at  Moravia.  Dr.  Jewett  spent  four  years  at  these  various  occupa- 
tions, another  year  in  the  local  school,  and  then  entered  the  preparatory  school  of 
Wilbert  Perry  in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained  one  and  one-half  years.  In 
1874  he  entered  Yale  University  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1878; 
he  then  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York  city  and  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  May,  1881.  In  April  he  had  passed  the  examination 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Charity  Hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island,  where  he  remained 
about  eighteen  months.  Dr.  Jewett  came  to  Buffalo  in  October,  1882,  and  began 
the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  continued  with  eminent  suc- 
cess. He  succeeded  the  late  Dr.  Sylvester  F.  Mixer.  Dr.  Jewett  is  a  member  of  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Buffalo  Medical 
Club,  the  University  and  Saturn  Clubs,  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 
He  is  also  a  32°  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  F.  &  A. 
M.  October  8,  1885,  he  married  Jessie  Clark  Holland,  daughter  of  Nelson  Holland, 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  sons:  Nelson  Holland,  Carlton  Clark,  and  Theodore 
Carter. 

Cooper,  D.  B.,  general  agent  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
resides  in  Syracuse,  but  gives  much  attention  to  the  company's  affairs  in  Buffalo. 
He  has  been  with  the  company  since  1872,  having  begun  his  service  with  that  com- 
pany under  its  former  general  agents.  Peck  &  Hillman  of  Troy,  N.  Y.  His  services 
have  from  time  to  time  been  much  sought  after  by  other  leading  companies,  but  he 
has  never  stopped  to  consider  their  propositions.    What  the  Connecticut  Mutual 
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stands  for — just  dealings  and  fair  treatment  of  policy-holders  and  agents — seems  to 
have  been  attractive  to  him.  Like  the  company  he  represents,  he  has  always  been 
an  enemy  of  the  various  tontine  features  which  have  been  attached  to  the  life  insur- 
ance business  by  so  many  companies  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  new  business.  He  is 
well  known  as  a  hard  and  persistent  worker,  thoroughly  posted  in  every  branch  of 
the  life  insurance  business  and  capable  of  analyzing  the  statements  and  contracts 
put  out  by  rival  companies  as  temporary  expedients  for  getting  business.  He  was 
born  in  Sterling,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1844.  He  went  into  the  army  in  1861  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  and  served  through  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  entered  the 
service  as  a  private  in  Battery  F,  of  the  1st  New  York  Light  Artillery;  later  he  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  and  transferred  to  Battery  C  of  the  same  regiment. 
He  was  in  active  service  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  continuously,  taking  part  in 
the  siege  of  Yorktown ;  the  battle  of  West  Point,  Va.  ;  battle  of  Fair  Oaks ;  Seven 
Days  battle  on  the  Peninsula;  Cold  Harbor;  Fort  Stedman  and  the  operations  of  the 
army  before  Richmond,  including  the  final  battle  of  Petersburg.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  1865,  at  the  request  of  General  Tidball,  Battery  C,  1st  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery, 
he  voluntarily  joined  in  the  assault  at  daybreak  and  captured  an  advanced  position 
within  the  enemy's  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg.  The  battery,  as  was  desired,  held 
the  position  although  it  suffered  severely,  being  able  to  repulse  a  bayonet  charge 
four  times.  Although  it  held  this  important  position  from  daylight  until  the  enemy 
fell  back  at  nightfall,  none  of  the  commissioned  officers  was  killed  and  the  three 
were  brevetted  for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion.  A  few  days  after  the  battle  of 
Petersburg  Lieutenant  Cooper  was  detailed  as  an  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General 
Hayes,  who  was  in  command  of  the  artillery  at  City  Point,  Va.  His  brevet  commis- 
sion is  dated  April  2,  1865,  and  states  that  it  was  "for  gallant  and  distinguished 
services  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  at  Petersburg,  April  2,  1865."  This 
commission  was  mailed  in  care  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  for 
some  unaccountable  reason  it  was  mislaid  and  remained  in  the  adjutant  general's 
office  at  Albany  until  May,  1897.  At  the  time  the  Albany  Journal  under  the  head- 
ing "Lieutenant  Cooper's  Commission,"  said:  "  Thirty  years  ago  David  B.  Cooper, 
now  a  well-known  insurance  man  of  vSyracuse,  cast  the  bread  of  bravery  upon  the 
troubled  waters  of  strife  that  then  rolled  over  the  Union  and  yesterday,  after  many 
days,  it  was  returned  to  him  figuratively,  in  the  form  of  a  brevet  first  lieutenancy. 
The  episode  occurred  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general.  Mr.  Cooper  was  given  to 
understand  some  six  months  ago  that  a  brevet  commission  awaited  him  at  the  adju- 
tant-general's department  and  that  the  document  had  been  made  out  before  the 
close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Cooper  came  to  this  city  yesterday  and  was  presented  with 
the  commission  which  bore  the  signatures  of  Andrew  Johnson,  president,  and  Ed- 
ward M.  Stanton,  secretary  of  war,  and  which  was  issued  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  brave 
and  meritorious  service  in  the  last  assault  on  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  the  closing  scenes 
of  the  Rebellion,  The  commission  was  none  the  less  appreciated  because  of  the  fact 
that  for  thirty  years  it  has  lain  in  the  department  awaiting  Mr.  Cooper." 

Dudley,  Homer  E.,  holds  an  honorable  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  younger  business 
and  professional  men  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  at  Castile,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y., 
and  was  educated  at  the  Castile  Union  School  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary 
at  Lima,  N.  Y,    Soon  after  leaving  school  Mr.  Dudley  accepted  a  good  position  in 
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the  business  department  of  Our  Fireside  Friend  of  Chicago,  a  popular  family  news- 
paper of  wide  circulation.  He  held  this  place  with  great  credit  for  several  years, 
leaving  it  to  enter  more  directly  into  newspaper  work,  in  which  he  achieved  great 
success  and  distinction.  A  series  of  political  letters  written  to  the  Buffalo  Courier 
during  the  Tilden-Hayes  campaign  attracted  the  attention  of  the  late  Thomas  Kean, 
then  city  editor  of  the  Courier,  who  offered  Mr.  Dudley  a  staff  position  which  was 
accepted.  Nearly  ten  years  were  devoted  to  active  newspaper  work  on  the  Courier 
as  reporter,  assistant  city  editor  and  city  editor.  During  this  time  he  did  much 
writing  for  the  New  York  and  Chicago  newspapers.  As  city  editor  of  the  Courier, 
he  succeeded  Mr.  Kean  and  for  several  years  filled  the  position  with  marked  success. 
He  was  associated  with  the  late  Charles  W.  McCune  and  the  late  David  Gray,  pro- 
prietor and  editor  respectively  of  the  Courier,  and  enjoyed  their  confidence  and 
esteem  in  a  marked  degree.  The  never-ending  grind  of  daily  newspaper  work  did 
not  offer  allurements  enough  to  keep  Mr.  Dudley  in  harness,  and  he  resigned  the 
position  of  city  editor  and  began  the  publication  of  a  high-class  trade  paper  of  his 
own.  The  Iron  Review,  which  prospered  from  the  beginning  under  his  energetic 
management.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  sold  the  paper  and  went  to  New  York,  where 
he  accepted  a  very  responsible  position  with  one  of  the  largest  stock  and  grain  com- 
mission houses  in  the  Wall  street  district.  As  secretary  and  cashier  he  handled 
millions  of  cellars'  worth  of  securities  and  was  thus  brought  in  close  contact  with 
financiers  and  other  leaders  of  the  commercial  world.  His  Buffalo  interests  requir- 
ing attention,  he  resigned  his  New  York  position  at  the  end  of  about  four  years  and 
returned  to  the  Queen  City  of  the  Lakes.  The  Hardwicke  &  Ware  Manufacturing 
Company  was  organized  in  1890  and  he  was  elected  its  secretary ;  he  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  the  company,  under  stress  of  hard  times,  was  unable  to  meet  its 
engagements  and  its  affairs  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  It  was  during  the 
liquidation  of  this  company  that  Mr.  Dudley  embarked  in  the  real  estate  business, 
which  he  has  since  followed  with  marked  success.  His  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Hardwicke  &  Ware  Manufacturing  Company  as  receiver  was  so  satisfactory 
to  all  interested  that  he  has  since  made  a  specialty  of  acting  as  receiver,  assignee, 
administrator  and  trustee,  and  has  met  with  success  in  the  handling  and  settling  of 
such  trusts.  Mr.  Dudley  is  widely  known,  popular,  and  enjoys  in  a  large  measure 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  leading  men  in  this  community.  Possessed  of  in- 
telligence and  excellent  judgment,  his  advice  and  counsel  regarding  business  affairs 
are  relied  upon.  He  has  held  no  public  ofhce,  though  well  fitted  by  ability  and  tem- 
perament and  by  wide  acquaintance  with  influential  men  to  cultivate  an  ambition  in 
that  direction.  He  is  a  member  of  several  Masonic  bodies,  including  Hugh  de 
Payens  Commandery  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Dudley  was  married  on  April  21,  1891,  to 
Edith  Fay  Bullard  of  Perry,  N.  Y.,  who  at  that  time  was  a  valued  member  of  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  Buffalo  Evening  News  and  has  since  been  efficient  and  prom- 
inent in  many  of  the  literary,  social  and  charitable  movements  promoted  by  the 
public  spirited  women  of  Buffalo.  Both  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Buffalo. 

Brink  worth,  Charles  E.,  Buffalo. — Of  the  old  established  and  well  known  engravers 
and  stationers  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Brinkworth  is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous. 
He  was  born  in  England,  and  when  ten  years  of  age  he  came  to  America,  settling 
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in  Buffalo  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  After  completing  his  school- 
ing he  became  engaged  in  the  engraving  and  stationery  business  and  has  been  so 
engaged  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  The  facilities  are  such  that  they  make  the 
claim  to  be  the  most  complete  concern  in  the  trade,  it  being  the  only  house  in 
which  every  kind  of  engravings,  including  steel  and  copper  plates  and  brass  and 
bronze  tablets,  are  all  furnished. 

Greiner,  Charles,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city  April  8,  1838,  and  his  education 
was  confined  to  the  schools  of  the  city.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  clerk  in 
the  wholesale  grocery  establishment  of  Miller  &  Greiner,  and  in  1867  he  was  admit- 
ted to  membership  in  the  firm,  the  firm  becoming  Miller,  Greiner  &  Co.  Mr.  Greiner 
has  been  twice  married ;  his  first  marriage  was  to  Miss  Susan  S.  Brunck  in  1867,  and 
the  second  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  L.  Wilson  of  Buffalo,  in  1892.  Mr.  Greiner  is  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank. 

Seidenberg,  Rudolph  J.,  Buffalo,  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents  coming  to  this 
country  in  1855  and  were  members  of  the  German  colony  settling  in  Hoboken,  N.  J. 
His  father  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  cigar  industry  in  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  it 
was  he  who  conceived  the  idea  of  importing  tobacco  into  the  United  States  and 
manufacturing  all  Havana  cigars  in  this  country.  He  is  a  member  of  the  well  known 
firm  of  Seidenberg  &  Co.  of  New  York,  one  of  the  largest  cigar  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States,  employing  from  1,500  to  2,000  men.  Rudolph  Seidenberg  was  born 
in  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  May  5,  1867,  and  moved  to  New  York  city  when  an  infant,  where 
he  received  his  education  at  Douai  and  Charlier  Institutes,  after  taking  a  full  course 
at  Packard's  Business  College.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  the  cigar 
manufactory  of  his  father,  serving  a  three  years'  apprenticeship  at  the  bench  and 
afterward  as  traveling  salesman.  In  April,  1893,  he  moved  to  Buffalo  and  estab- 
lished an  agency  for  the  company,  having  the  agency  for  the  State  of  New  York  (out- 
side of  New  York  city)  for  all  of  the  different  brands  of  cigars  manufactured  by  that 
firm.  Mr.  Seidenberg  is  of  a  very  social  nature  and  enjoys  a  large  and  successful 
business. 

Robbins,  Walter  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  in  1845.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  the  University  of  Michigan. 
He  began  his  business  life  in  the  dry  goods  trade,  continuing  for  some  time,  when 
he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  fish  trade  at  Sackett's  Harbor.  In  1882  he  moved  to 
Buffalo  and  established  the  same  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Clark,  Robbins  & 
Co.,  becoming  vice-president  and  manager  of  the  firm.  In  1888  he  became  vice- 
president  and  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Fish  Company  and  continued  as  such  until 
May,  1896,  when  he  became  vice-president  of  the  Ellicott  Square  Bank,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  holds. 

Rowley,  James  M.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  1,  1861,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. After  acquirmg  a  liberal  education  he  served  a  four  years'  apprenticeship 
under  H.  G.  Trout  of  the  King  Iron  Works,  and  worked  as  a  journeyman  for  eleven 
years.  In  1884  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Grape  Sugar  Company,  remaining 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  again  went  with  the  King  Iron  Works,  remaining  with 
them  until  1892,  when  he  severed  his  connection  to  accept  the  position  of  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  city  hall,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
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McManus,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  November  28,  1832,  of  Irish  ex- 
traction, his  ancestors  having  emigrated  from  Ireland  and  located  in  the  city  of  Al- 
bany in  1795.  He  was  married  in  1854.  In  1856  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerkship  in 
the  Buffalo  post-office  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  mailing  room.  This  position 
he  retained  until  1861,  when  he  was  elected  overseer  of  the  poor.  From  1863  to 
1872  he  held  the  office  of  city  assessor.  In  1876  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  He  then  engaged  m  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1880,  when  he  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Citizens'  Gas  Company.  In  1886  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo 
Natural  Gas  Fuel  Company,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  was  at  one  time  con- 
nected with  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  and  later  with  the  74th  Regt,  N.  G.,  of 
which  he  became  lieutenant-colonel. 

Slocum,  William  Henry,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  East  Bethany,  Genesee  county,  N. 
Y.,  January  1,  1844.  When  he  was  but  two  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Lan- 
sing, Mich.,  and  the  following  year  his  mother  died  and  his  father  returned  and 
located  near  Little  Valley,  N.  Y.  After  receiving  a  common  school  education  he  at- 
tended the  Randolph  (N.Y.)  Academy  for  several  terms.  In  1868  he  was  graduated 
from  Graham's  Shorthand  Academy  in  New  York  city,  and  in  1869  was  one  of  the 
corps  of  stenographers  who  reported  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate.  He  then  went 
to  Pittsburg  and  received  the  appointment  as  the  official  stenographer  of  the  Alle- 
gany District  Court,  being  the  first  stenographer  ever  emyloyed  in  the  courts  of  that 
district.  After  one  year  in  Pittsburg  he  returned  to  Little  Valley  and  soon  received 
the  appointment  as  stenographer  to  the  vSupreme  Court  for  the  Eighth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  New  York,  and  also  being  the  first  official  stenographer  in  the  courts  of  that 
district.  He  held  this  position  over  twenty  years  and  resigned  seven  years  ago,  on 
account  of  impaired  sight  occasioned  by  an  epitheleoma  upon  the  lid  of  his  left  eye. 
In  1873  he  organized  Slocum's  School  of  Shorthand  aud  conducted  that  in  connection 
with  his  other  business.  Mr.  Slocum  has  had  large  experience  in  reporting  conven- 
tions, his  last  work  being  official  stenographer  to  the  World's  Fair  Dental  Congress 
in  1893  at  Chicago;  he  has  since  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  teaching 
shorthand.  During  the  past  four  years  he  has  taught  stenography  in  the  Buffalo 
High  School,  and  at  present  is  teaching  in  his  private  school  of  shorthand  in  Ellicott 
Square. 

Crowley,  Timothy  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Randolph,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.Y., 
December  11,  1841.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  post-office  department, 
where  he  remained  as  clerk  for  two  years.  In  1860  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Lanning  &  Miller,  and  after  three  years'  study  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Shortly  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in 
the  oil  and  coal  business,  where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  then  removed  to 
Buffalo.  In  1868  he  was  appointed  chief  clerk  in  the  Board  of  Assessors'  office, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  1872.  In  1875  he  was  appointed  deputy  city  clerk, 
serving  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  became  connected  with  the 
Canada  Southern  Railway  and  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  having  charge  of  the 
freight  business  at  Victoria,  Can.,  Black  Rock  and  East  Buffalo.  He  held  that  posi- 
tion until  1885,  when  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  which  business  he  is 
now  conducting. 
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Sloan,  Charles  T.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  McConnellsburg,  Pa.  After  completing 
his  schooling  he  removed  to  Pittsburg  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Co.,  remaining  in  its  employ  for  a  period  of  two  years.  He  was  afterward 
employed  by  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Telegraph  Co.,  where  he  remained  until  1877, 
when  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  company  to  ascept  a  position  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company,  and  has  since  been  in  its  employ.  He  is  now  superintend- 
ent of  the  New  York  Transit  Comipany,  Buffalo  Natural  Gas  Fuel  Co.,  and  United 
Natural  Gas  Fuel  Co.  Mr.  Sloan  is  affiliated  with  many  societies,  bemg  a  32d  degree 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Acacia  Club.  He  was  married  in  April,  1877,  to  Margaret 
L.  Middagh  of  Paterson,  Pa. 

Whiting,  Willis  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Addison  Nathaniel  and  Eugenia  (Putnam) 
Whiting,  was  born  in  Greece,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  April  8,  1853.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Rochester  High  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1871.  After  leaving  school  he  was  employed  in  the  book  and 
stationery  establishment  of  Steel  &  Avery  of  Rochester,  where  he  remained  for  thir- 
teen years.  In  November,  1882,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  station- 
ery busmess  for  himself,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Vosburgh,  Whiting  &  Co., 
wholesale  stationers,  which  relation  continued  for  thirteen  years.  In  November, 
1895,  he  sold  his  interest  in  this  firm,  and  the  following  May  opened  his  present  place 
at  301  and  303  Main  street  (ElHcott  Square). 

Cabana,  Oliver,  jr.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Oliver  and  Edmire  (Reinville)  Cabana,  was 
born  at  Island  Pond,  Vt. ,  February  9,  1865.  His  first  business  experience  was  with 
R.  Hoffeld  &  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  with  whom  he  remained  eight  years,  becoming  man- 
ager of  the  business.  In  1890  he  became  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Specialty  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  which  position  he  now  holds.  In  June,  1886,  Mr.  Cabana  married 
Isabel  J.  Pilliard  of  Buffalo. 

Rodney,  Frank  W.,  Bnffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  July  21,  1847,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  8th  N.  Y.  Cavalry, 
a  Rochester  regiment.  Colonel  Pope  commanding,  and  served  two  and  a  half  years 
as  a  soldier.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Caesar  Rodney,  a  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  thoroughly  American  in  spirit  and  outspoken  in  favor  of  all 
that  is  distinctly  American.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  employed  in  a  shipyard 
and  continued  there  up  to  1871,  when  he  engaged  in  business  with  J.  B.  Sackett, 
continuing  for  six  years.  In  1880  he  established  his  present  prosperous  business  and 
was  the  first  to  introduce  the  art  of  embalming  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Rodney 
is  a  member  of  five  fraternities,  viz..  Masons,  G.  A.  R.,  Foresters,  Red  Men  and 
Ben  Hur.    His  father  was  the  first  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  city  of  Buffalo. 

W^ade,  H.  McClelland,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Arcade,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  1864,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Wade  family  that  settled  at  or  near  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  past  century.  He  is  also  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ex-President  Martin 
Van  Buren,  his  mother  being  of  Holland  Dutch  descent.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  graduating  from  the  Arcade  Academy  in  1882.  March  1,  1886,  he  en- 
tered the  Railway  Mail  Service  on  the  Erie  Railroad  between  New  York  and  Buffalo, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  April  1,  1891,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept 
the  position  of  assistant  chief  clerk  and  was  promoted  to  chief  clerk  of  the 
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Railway  Mail  Service  in  September,  1895,  which  position  he  now  occupies.  He  was 
married  in  September,  1891,  to  Mairi  Purdie,  of  Mumford,  N.  Y. 

Deuel,  Joseph,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  East  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  February 
4,  1847,  and  acquired  a  Hberal  education  from  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  served  his  coun- 
try faithfully  until  July,  1865.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  Railroad,  and  has  since  been  employed  by  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  Merchants  Union  Express  Company,  Western  New  York  &  Penn- 
sjdvania  Railroad,  and  as  division  freight  agent  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  which  position 
he  now  holds. 

Schaefer,  Henry  (deceased),  was  born  April  21,  1832,  in  the  town  of  Wieseck,  near 
Giesen,  Grosherzogthum  Hessen,  Germany,  and  educated  in  the  village  schools.  In 
1849  he  emigrated  to  this  country,  accompanied  by  his  mother,  a  sister  and  brother, 
settling  in  Buffalo.  For  two  years  he  found  employment  as  a  laborer  on  the  Erie 
Canal  at  seventy-five  cents  per  day.  He  then  connected  himself  with  S.  Woods,  a 
prominent  contractor  of  Buffalo,  and  continued  at  this  business  for  seven  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  mastered  all  the  details,  and  in  1864  began  to  take  contracts  for 
himself.  Beginning  in  a  small  way,  he  steadily  advanced  until  he  reached  a  fore- 
most place  as  a  builder  and  contractor.  In  1885  his  strong  constitution  gave  way 
under  the  long  and  excessive  strain  of  business,  and  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Germany  to  seek  restoration,  but  in  vain.  In  July  of  the  following  year  he  died, 
leaving  a  widow,  one  daughter  and  three  sons,  all  residing  now  in  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Schaefer  was  a  man  of  remarkable  character,  strong,  energetic,  reliable  and  honor- 
able. His  integrity  was  unimpeachable,  his  honesty  and  uprightness  became  recog- 
nized by  every  one  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  He  left  a  name  and  business 
reputation  of  which  his  children  are  proud.  The  large  and  prosperous  business 
which  he  established  is  carried  on  by  his  sons,  under  the  firm  name  of  Henry 
Schaefer's  Sons,  as  reliable  and  responsible  a  firm  as  exists  to-day  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo. 

Phillips,  T.  De  Forest,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y., 
July  19,  1868.  His  parents  removed  to  Buffalo  when  he  was  a  child,  where  he  le- 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary.  In 
1884  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  his  father's  office  and  was  graduated  from 
the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1893  and  has  since  been  very 
successful  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Bryant,  Calvin  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Ashfield,  Franklin  county,  Mass.,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1852,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  a  farm  near  Le  Roy,  Genesee  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the  Le  Roy  Academic  Institute  and  the  Geneseo  State 
Normal  Institute.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  was  employed  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  of  Wyoming  and  Livingston  counties  and  in  farming  until  the  sum- 
mer of  1880.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Railroad  in  the  engineer's 
corps,  where  he  was  employed  until  1881,  when  he  was  appointed  station  agent  at 
Linwood,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  serving  in  this  capacity  until  1890  when  he  re- 
signed and  moved  to  Le  Roy,  engaging  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  un- 
til July,  1894,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  became  the  general  agent  for  the 
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Genesee  National  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr. 
Bryant  was  married  in  April,  1879,  to  Harriet  L.  Rice,  of  Greigsville,  N.  Y. 

Atkins,  Robert  F.,  Buffalo. — Colonel  Atkins  was  born  in  London,  England,  in 
1837.  His  residence  in  Buffalo  dates  from  1851.  Ten  years  later  Sumter  was  fired 
upon  and  the  cause  of  his  adopted  country  found  him  ready  and  swift  to  respond. 
Casting  aside  all  considerations  of  business,  he  threw  himself  into  the  conflict  of 
1861-65.  His  services  began  with  the  organization  of  a  company  from  the  ranks  of 
the  old  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  of  which  he  had  been  for  some  time  an  active 
member.  From  then  to  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Atkins  was  at  the  front;  well 
merited  promotion  coming  from  almost  every  battlefield,  where  courage  and  cool 
judgment  made  him  conspicuous.  While  with  Banks  he  served  as  brigade  quarter- 
master on  the  staff  of  General  Chapin.  In  August,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  18th  Infantry,  U.  S.  C.  T.,  and  placed  on  the  Board  of  United 
States  Engineers.  He  was  the  parolling  officer  to  whom  Kirby  Smith  turned  over 
his  command — the  last  armed  force  to  surrender.  Colonel  Atkins  is  a  most  success- 
ful business  man,  a  member  of  a  large  number  of  benevolent  and  fraternal  orders 
and  a  citizen  commanding  the  respect  and  consideration  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Cheney,  Edgar  O.,  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  Railroad,  was  born  in 
Holland,  N.  Y.,  October  12,  1843.  He  was  educated  at  the  district  schools,  Aurora 
Academy  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  His  first  business  experi- 
ence was  with  Pierce  &  Co.  (Buffalo),  shingle  manufacturers,  as  bookkeeper  and 
cashier,  which  honorable  position  he  held  for  seventeen  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  a  position  was  offered  him,  which  he  accepted,  with  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna 
Railroad,  and  has  been  promoted  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  treasurer  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Cheney  was  married  September  8,  1869,  to  Philena  C.  Welch  of 
Eden,  N.  Y. ,  and  they  have  one  son:    Nelson  W.,  born  June  27,  1875. 

McCain,  C.  Curtice,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  September  18,  1856. 
He  entered  the  service  of  the  Trunk  Line  Association  in  New  York,  then  under 
charge  of  Albert  Fink,  July,  1877,  and  continued  with  that  association,  occupying 
various  positions  and  latterly  chief  clerk,  in  which  capacity  his  association  with  Mr 
Fink  was  very  close  in  all  the  important  matters  connected  with  the  statistics,  divis- 
ion of  traffic  and  rate  questions  pertaining  to  the  traffic  of  the  Trunk  Lines  from  the 
seaboard.  Following  the  formation  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Judge 
Cooley,  then  chairman,  tendered  Mr.  McCain  the  position  as  auditor,  which  was  ac- 
cepted in  July,  1887.  Mr.  McCain's  work  while  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission brought  him  into  considerable  prominence  in  the  railroad  world  as  well  as 
among  all  students  of  transportation  questions.  He  has  contributed  extensively  to 
current  literature  on  transportation  and  traffic  matters,  and  his  books  on  these  sub- 
jects are  widely  known.  His  work  showing  the  decline  in  railroad  rates  prepared 
for  the  finance  committee  of  the  Senate  is  regarded  as  an  authority  on  questions  of 
this  character.  In  the  spring  of  1895  Mr.  McCain  was  invited  to  accept  the  position 
as  commissioner  of  the  Association  of  Lake  Lines,  comprising  the  eight  principal 
steamer  lines  on  the  lakes,  owning  and  operating  some  eighty  steamers  and  carrying 
the  principal  traffic  of  the  Great  Lakes.  This  association  is  closely  allied  with  the 
eastern  railroads  and  since  its  inception  has  proved  to  be  a  valuable  institution  for 
the  maintenance  of  rates  and  the  orderly  conduct  of  competitive  traffic. 
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Grove,  William  V.,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  N.  Y.,  August  1, 
1855.  He  was  educated  in  the  Buffalo  schools;  leaving  the  High  School  at  the  end 
of  his  third  year,  1873,  he  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated 
from  there  with  the  degree  of  C.  E.  in  1878.  He  also  took  one  year,  1894-1895,  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  same  institution.  In  1879  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry 
in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  from  the  Ohio  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery  at  Cincinnati  in  1881.  He  then  returned  to  Williamsville  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  remaining  there  but  a  short  time  when  he  re- 
moved to  Chicago  to  accept  a  position  as  demonstrator  of  prosthetic  dentistry  in  the 
Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  which  position  he  held  during  the  years  1883- 
1885.  In  the  spring  of  1885  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  Was  president  of  both  the 
Eighth  District  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Buffalo  Dental  As- 
sociation during  the  year  1894-1895,  and  was  demonstrator  of  prosthetic  dentistry  in 
the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  during  the  year  1895-1896,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  best  known  members  of  the  profession  in  the  city. 

Williams,  Charles  E.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  21,  1852,  and  has  spent  his 
whole  business  life  in  that  city.  He  has  been  one  of  the  fundamental  thorough- 
going workers  who  have  done  so  much  to  make  Buffalo  a  great  modern  city  in  all 
respects.  His  father  was  a  prominent  contractor,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  building  business.  Mr.  Williams  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  at  that  well  known  private  institution,  the  Heathcote 
School.  After  completing  his  course  at  the  High  School  he  entered  his  father's 
office  as  bookkeeper,  retaining  the  position  for  three  years.  Having  resolved  to  ob- 
tain a  technical  education,  he  went  to  Germany,  and  pursued  a  two  years'  course  at 
the  celebrated  Stuttgart  Polytechnic  Institute.  His  work  there  was  devoted,  for 
the  most  part,  to  engineering,  architecture,  and  kindred  subjects.  Upon  his  return 
to  this  country  in  1876  he  was  taken  into  partnership  by  his  father,  under  the  firm 
name  of  William  I.  Williams  &  Son,  general  contractors  and  builders;  after  the  dis- 
solution of  this  firm,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  D.  W.  McConnell,  under  the 
style  of  Williams  &  McConnell.  Among  the  big  contracts  undertaken  and  success- 
fully carried  out  by  this  firm  was  the  great  reservoir  at  Charlottesville,  Va.  Mr. 
Williams  has  paid  much  attention  to  the  important  problem  of  street  paving,  and  he 
has  extended  his  business  interests  in  that  direction.  He  is  president  of  the  German 
Rock  Asphalt  and  Cement  Company  (Limited),  which  has  laid  many  miles  of  smooth 
asphalt  pavement  on  the  streets  of  Buffalo.  He  laid  the  first  Medina  blockstone 
pavement  on  a  concrete  base  ever  put  down  on  a  public  thoroughfare.  He  was  the 
contractor  of  the  government  breakwater  extension  at  the  port  of  Buffalo  in  1884. 
On  the  death  of  his  partner,  Mr.  McConnell,  Mr.  Williams  organized  a  new  firm,  of 
which  he  is  senior  member — Williams,  McNaughton  &  Bapst,  This  firm  is  largely 
engaged  in  the  paving  and  general  contracting  business,  and  is  interested  in  the 
grade  crossing  changes  now^  going  on  at  what  is  known  as  the  Terrace  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo.  This  work  is  extremely  important,  as  it  will  permit  the  trains  of  the  Cen- 
tral-Hudson, Lake  Shore,  Michigan  Central,  and  other  railroads  to  enter  the  Union 
station  at  Buffalo  without  crossing  at  grade  several  streets  whose  congested  traffic  is 
now  so  endangered.  Mr.  Williams  is  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Dredging  Company, 
vice-president  of  the  Buffalo  Floating  Elevator  Company,  and  president  of  the  Mc- 
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Connell  Catch  Basin  Company.  Not  only  in  business  circles  is  Mr.  Williams  active 
and  prominent,  but  equally  in  social  and  military  affairs  is  he  a  factor.  For  five 
5^ears  he  was  a  member  of  old  Co.  D,  Buffalo  City  Guards,  and  for  an  equal  period 
was  quartermaster  of  the  74th  Regiment,  N.  G.  N.  Y.  He  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason 
of  the  32d  degree,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Press  Club,  and  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Republican  League. 

McNaughton,  Pliny  B.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  17,  1855,  attended  the 
public  schools  and  finished  his  education  at  Notre  Dame  College,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
His  first  business  experience  was  with  W.  L  Williams,  a  contractor  and  builder,  in 
whose  employ  he  remained  six  years.  In  1880  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  as  a  general  contractor,  doing  mostly  city  work,  and  in  1885  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Frank  L.  Bapst,  who,  under  the  firm  name  of  McNaughton  &  Bapst, 
were  largely  engaged  in  stone  paving  and  the  sand  business.  Charles  E.  Williams 
was  admitted  to  membership,  which  composes  the  now  well  known  firm  of  Williams, 
McNaughton  &  Bapst;  besides  being  a  member  of  the  firm,  he  is  general  manager 
of  the  Buffalo  Dredging  Company,  which  company  has  a  contract  with  the  State  of 
New  York  for  deepening  the  Erie  Canal  on  the  section  extending  from  Buffalo  to 
Pendleton.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  German  Rock  Asphalt  and  Cement 
Company  (Limited),  one  of  the  leading  asphalt  paving  companies  in  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Bapst,  Frank  L. ,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  educated  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1879  at  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Troy,  N.  Y.  He  was  assistant  engineer  in  the  city  engineer's  department  of  Buf- 
falo m  the  years  1882  and  1883.  In  1884  he  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  city  en- 
gineer and  was  defeated  by  about  1,100  votes,  but  the  head  of  the  ticket  was  de- 
feated by  about  4,500  votes.  In  1885  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  P.  B.  Mc- 
Naughton, under  the  firm  name  of  McNaughton  &  Bapst,  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
general  contract  work.  The  firm  was  largely  engaged  in  laying  stone  pavement 
and  doing  street  railroad  work,  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of  underground  work.  In 
1892  Charles  E.  Williams  was  admitted  to  the  firm  which  now  comprises  the  firm  of 
Williams,  McNaughton  &  Bapst;  besides  being  a  member  of  the  firm  he  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Dredging  Company,  and  general  manager  of  the  German 
Rock  Asphalt  and  Cement  Company  (Limited);  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ellicott  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Orpheus,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  a  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Watts,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  Robert  Watts,  who  was  well  known  in 
detective  circles,  coming  to  Buffalo  in  the  early  fifties,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January 
5,  1860.  After  obtaining  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  city,  he  worked  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  short  time,  and  then  obtained 
a  position  in  the  American  Exchange  Bank  (White's  Bank  at  that  time).  He  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  bank  for  five  years,  then  left  the  banking  business  and  returned 
to  the  mercantile  and  insurance  business.  In  1883  he  engaged  in  the  detective  busi- 
ness with  his  father  and  Thomas  Curtin,  and  was  in  their  employ  until  1891,  when 
he  and  his  father  formed  a  copartnership  under  the  name  of  Robert  Watts  &  Co.,  and 
Mr.  Curtin  retired.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  full  charge  of  the  business, 
and  is  now  conducting  the  Buffalo  Detective  Agency,  and  Police  and  Fire  Patrol,  at 
Nos.  608  and  610  Ellicott  Square. 
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Hill,  Robert  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Robert  and  Grace  (Sandford)  Hill,  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, July  7,  1867.  He  received  a  public  school  education  and  in  order  to  thoroughly 
equip  himself  for  the  business  life  he  intended  to  pursue,  he  took  a  full  course  in 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  graduating  before  he  obtained  his  majority. 
The  first  position  held  by  Mr.  Hill  was  that  of  stenographer  in  the  office  of  Clark  & 
McNeeley,  wholesale  lumber  dealers,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.    March  1, 

1891,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Callahan,  under  the  firm  name  of  Callahan 
&  Hill,  real  estate  and  insurance  agency,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 

Schwab,  Richard  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Uhn,  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, January  6,  1847.  His  parents  came  to  America  when  he  was  but  three  years 
of  age  and  he  received  his  elementary  education  in  Marine  City,  Mich,  When  he 
was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  he  received  a  position  on  one  of  the  lake  steamers, 
where  he  remained  until  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  24th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  serv- 
ing for  eighteen  months.  He  was  wounded  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  June  18,  1864,  caus- 
ing him  to  lose  his  right  leg,  and  was  discharged  from  Harewood  Hospital  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  CJuly  13,  1865.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  produce  commission  business.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  brokerage  business,  to  which  business  he  still  devotes 
his  attention. 

Meade,  Henry  B  ,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  January  23,  1869. 
He  obtained  his  elementary  education  from  the  public  schools  and  then  decided  to 
study  dentistry  and  was  graduated  from  the  Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery  in 

1892,  and  immediately  began  practicing  in  Buffalo.  Dr.  Meade  has  been  for  the 
past  four  years  a  teacher  in  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  married  in  March,  1896,  to  Bertha  Magner  of  Buffalo. 

Webster,  Charles  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  July  7,  1852,  and  in 
1855  removed  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents,  where  he  received  his  education.  His 
first  business  experience  was  as  a  cash  clerk  in  the  dry  goods  establishment  of  Flint  & 
Kent,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  In  1867  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  L. 
S.  &  M.  S.  Railroad  as  a  clerk  in  the  freight  office  at  Buffalo,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  W.  H.  Glenny  for  about 
four  years  when  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  as 
bookkeeper,  remaining  with  them  until  1878.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he  accepted  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  live  stock  commission  firm  of  M.  B.  Doty  &  Co.,  at  East 
Buffalo,  remaining  with  the  firm  until  1880,  when  he  succeeded  Mr.  King  as  agent  for 
the  New  York  State  Associated  Press  and  live  stock  reporter  for  the  daily  papers.  In 
1882  he  was  employed  by  Swope  &  Hughes,  commission  merchants  at  the  East  Buffalo 
stock  yards,  where  he  remained  for  six  years,  when  he  became  connected  with  his 
brother,  who  was  superintending  the  publication  of  the  Farmers'  Journal  and  the 
Daily  Transcript,  which  were  merged  into  the  Daily  Mercantile  Review,  in  which 
they  were  jointly  interested.  He  severed  his  connection  with  the  live  stock  commis- 
sion firm  named,  and  has  since  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  above  named  publica- 
tions. 

Fleming,  Edwin,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  West  Lebanon,  Ind.,  December  11,  1847, 
and  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  newspaper  work.    His  first  experience  in  this 
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direction  was  while  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  where,  in  his  junior  and  senior 
years,  he  was  one  of  the  editors  of  a  college  paper.  Immediately  after  graduation 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Detroit  Post  as  a  reporter;  in  the  winter  of  1870-71  he 
had  charge  of  the  telegraph  desk  of  the  Detroit  Tribune  and  afterward  doing  gen- 
eral newspaper  work  for  the  Kalamazoo  Telegraph  and  the  Jackson  Citizen,  as  well 
as  for  the  Tribune.  Returning  in  1874  from  an  eighteen  months'  tour  of  Europe,  he 
became  the  Washington  representative  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  the 
New  York  Commercial  Bulletin  (1881  to  1885),  Detroit  Free  Press  (1875  to  1885),  St. 
Louis  Republican  (1881  to  1885),  and  Buffalo  Courier  (1877  to  1885).  In  1885  he  be- 
came editor  of  the  Buffalo  Courier,  which  position  he  still  retains.  He  was  married 
April  20,  1881,  to  Harriet  L.  Stone,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Evans,  John  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  March  18,  1873,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  He  was  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  and 
at  the  death  of  his  father  he  continued  in  the  business  about  two  years.  Since  that 
time  he  has  had  charge  of  the  printing  department  of  the  Peter  Paul  Book  Company. 

Warren,  William  Y.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Edward  S.  and  Agnes  L.  (Thomson)  Warren, 
and  grandson  of  Hon.  Sheldon  Thompson,  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  elected 
by  the  people,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  30,  1845.  His  education  was  obtained 
from  the  Central  High  School  and  Walnut  Hill  School  at  Geneva,  N.  Y. ;  he  after- 
ward took  a  two  years'  course  in  chemistry  at  Yale.  After  completing  this  scientific 
course  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  office  of  the  Union  Iron  Company,  in 
which  his  father  was  interested,  remaining  in  their  employ  for  seven  years.  In  1865 
he  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Akron  Cement  and  Plaster  Co.,  of  Buffalo, 
which  position  he  occupied  until  1872,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  firm 
and  formed  a  copartnership  v;^ith  Mr.  Phillips,  under  the  firm  name  of  Phillips  & 
Warren,  manufacturers  of  shade  cloth.  That  business  was  carried  on  very  suc- 
cessfully until  1880,  when  their  works  were  destroyed  b}^  fire.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he 
accepted  a  position  in  the  county  treasurer's  office,  where  he  remained  until  1888, 
when  he  became  cashier  of  the  Barber  Asphalt  Paving  Co.,  which  position  he  still 
retains. 

McCready,  James  T.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  and  Charlotte  (Stephens)  McCready, 
is  a  native  of  Canada  and  was  born  December  12,  1844.  In  1862  he  removed  to  Buf- 
falo and  engaged  in  the  marble  business,  which  he  carried  on  very  successfully  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  afterward  accepted  a  position  in  the  establishment  of  S.  O. 
Barnum  &  Son,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  when  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  United  States  Express  Company,  as  bookkeeper  in  the  cashier's  office,  where  he 
remained  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  and  has  since  remained  in  the  same.  Mr.  McCready  has 
also  for  the  last  twelve  years  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  home-made  pickles, 
preserves  and  jellies. 

Kraft,  F.  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Wangen,  Alsace,  France,  May  18,  1820.  In  1840 
Mr.  Kraft  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Buffalo  and  for  four  years  worked  for 
Jeremiah  Staats,  a  cabinet  maker.  In  1844  he  opened  a  furniture  store  at  No.  502 
Main  street  and  two  years  later  moved  to  Huron  street  and  established  the  present 
business;  Mr.  Kraft's  is  the  longest  established  undertaking  business  in  Buffalo.  In 
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1844  he  married  Anna  M.  Rebstock  of  Buffalo.  During  the  Tippecanoe  campaign  he 
joined  the  Harrison  Guards,  only  two  other  members  now  surviving.  The  business 
is  now  carried  on  by  Frank  A.  Kraft,  son,  who  was  born  and  educated  in  Buffalo  and 
entered  into  active  business  with  his  father  in  1894. 

Ashley,  Nat  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Rachael  (Adams)  Ashley,  was  born  at 
Fremont,  Ohio,  January  14,  1866.  His  education  was  obtained  from  the  public 
schools  at  Fremont  and  at  Oberlin  College.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the 
office  of  Rogers,  Brown  &  Co.,  as  stenographer,  and  he  has  been  successively  ad- 
vanced, until  he  is  now  manager  of  the  company.  He  was  married  in  March,  1892, 
to  Miss  Gertrude  Smith  of  Buffalo. 

Hofheins,  George  H.,  Buffalo,  is  of  German  descent,  his  father  coming  to  Erie 
county  with  his  parents  in  1835  from  Speck,  near  Carlsruhe  in  Baden,  and  his  mother 
from  Heichelheim,  near  Sandau  in  Bavaria,  in  1845.  His  education  was  obtained 
from  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  supplemented  by  one  winter's  night 
course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  graduating  before  he  attained  his 
majority.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  an  apprentice  at  the  tinsmith's  trade, 
at  which  he  continued  for  one  year;  that  trade  being  distasteful  to  him,  he  associated 
himself  with  his  father  in  the  wood  and  coal  trade,  where  he  remained  until  May  1, 
1873,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Buffalo  German  Insurance  Company  as  a 
clerk,  and  was  promoted  to  cashier  early  in  the  following  year,  retaining  that  posi- 
tion until  1886,  when  he  was  selected  as  registrar,  becoming  general  assistant  and 
chief  clerk  to  the  secretary  and  manager  of  said  company,  remaining  in  that  capacity 
until  April  15,  1896,  when  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Insurance  Company  was  organized 
and  he  was  chosen  secretary,  which  position  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Hofheins  was  mar- 
ried in  May,  1877,  to  Harriett  E.  Miller  of  Buffalo. 

Baker,  Herbert  L.,  is  the  manager  of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  American  Type 
Founders  Company,  which  was  established  as  the  Buffalo  Type  Foundry  in  1835, 
and  was  the  first  of  the  kind  west  of  Albany.  It  was  established  by  Nathan  Lyman 
and  continued  by  his  sons  and  grandsons  until  1892,  when  it  went  into  the  hands  of 
the  present  owners,  with  Mr.  Baker  as  its  manager.  Their  business  extends  all 
over  the  United  States  and  to  every  country  on  the  globe. 

Murray,  Stewart,  Buffalo,  son  of  Peter  and  Euphemia  (Blackey)  Murray,  was  born 
at  Marine  City,  Mich.,  July  29,  1850.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  coming 
to  this  country  in  1850.  Mr.  Murray  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  in  1863  removed  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  also  attended  school.  His  first 
employment  was  as  a  messenger  boy  for  a  telegraph  company  and  afterward  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Evans  Line  (now  the  Anchor  Line)  as  office  boy,  and  by  his 
business  integrity,  industry  and  strict  attention  to  business,  has  successfully  passed 
all  the  clerical  stations,  until  now  he  occupies  the  responsible  position  of  general 
freight  agent  of  the  Northern  Steamship  Company.  Mr.  Murray  was  married  in 
1873  to  Miss  Alice  C.  Williams  of  Milwaukee. 

Knibloe,  E.  F.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sharon,  Litchfield  county.  Conn., 
and  moved  soon  after  with  his  parents  to  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  Nunda  Academy.  After  leaving  the  academy  he 
taught  school,  and  at  the  close  of  this  period  entered  the  service  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
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road  as  clerk,  to  procure  the  means  of  paying  the  expenses  of  a  college  course.  He 
entered  Cornell  University  in  the  fall  of  1869,  as  State  student  from  the  Assembly 
district  consisting  of  Livingston  county.  After  a  year  spent  in  the  University  he 
got  leave  of  absence  and  accepted  a  position  as  tutor  in  the  Nunda  Academy  (which 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  special  study  of  the  classics)  to  earn  more  money  and 
with  a  view  to  taking  an  advanced  standing  in  the  university  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
While  engaged  in  the  academy  he  received  a  severe  injury  from  the  discharge  of  a 
gun,  resulting  in  a  long  period  of  disability  and  in  the  final  abandonment  of  the 
college  course.  He  re-entered  the  service  of  the  Erie  Railway  Company  in  1872, 
where  he  remained  until  January  1,  1892,  having  passed  during  that  time  through 
the  grades  of  telegraph  operator,  train  dispatcher,  chief  dispatcher,  train  master  and 
superintendent.  On  January  1,  1892,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Erie  and  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  Companies,  lessees  of  the  Buffalo  Creek  Railroad,  as  general  agent 
for  the  lessees,  in  charge  of  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  that  property.  While 
employed  as  train  dispatcher  on  the  Buffalo  division  of  the  Erie  Railroad  he  read 
law  in  the  ofhce  of  E.  L.  Parker  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883,  but  has  never 
undertaken  the  practice  of  this  profession. 

Kinne,  Volney  P.,  Buffalo. — This  popular  and  genial  men's  furnishing  goods  mer- 
chant was  born  in  Wheatland,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  September  9,  1863.  His 
parents  removed  to  Buffalo  when  he  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  where  he  obtained 
his  education  from  the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  was  employed  in  the 
dry  goods  establishment  of  A.  A.  Kendall,  where  he  remained  for  six  years,  when 
he  accepted  a  responsible  position  with  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson,  In  1886  he 
purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  men's  furnishing  goods  business  which  had  been 
established  by  his  former  employer,  A.  A.  Kendall,  in  the  old  Ellicott  Square.  He 
was  married,  September  20,  1887,  to  Gertrude  A.  Lockrow,  daughter  of  ex-Alderman 
Harmon  M.  Lockrow.  In  1891  the  Kinne  &  Shearer  Co.  was  formed,  of  which  he  is 
still  an  active  member.  Kinne  &  Shearer  Co.  occupy  the  entire  five-story  building 
357  Main  street,  adjoining  the  Hotel  Iroquois,  where  they  have  a  model  establish- 
ment. Aside  from  having  the  finest  men's  furnishing  goods  business  in  the  city, 
they  have  a  large  custom  shirt  factory  and  also  a  large  laundry.  Mr.  Kinne  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Como  Terrace  Improvement  Company,  which  has  a  fine  tract  of  land  on 
the  shore  of  Como  Lake  in  the  pretty  suburban  village  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y. ,  where 
he  has  just  completed  a  beautiful  residence.  He  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  and  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  First  Baptist  church  of 
Lancaster,  of  which  he  is  deacon  and  trustee.  Mr.  Kinne  is  a  member  of  the  Elli- 
cott Club,  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  Washington  Lodge 
No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Bailey,  Charles  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Vienna,  Oneida  county,  N.Y. , 
September  20,  1866,  and  was  educated  at  the  academy  in  Rome,  N.  Y.  His  first 
business  experience  was  in  the  office  of  Thornton,  Briggs  &  Close,  who  were  the 
officicial  stenographers  of  various  courts  and  doing  a  general  shorthand  business,  the 
firm  afterward  becoming  Thornton,  Briggs  &  Bailey.  This  firm  continued  until  1891, 
when  Mr.  Bailey  retired.  In  1893  he  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School 
and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June  of  the  same  year.  In  September,  1894,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  official  stenographers  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  position  he 
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still  holds.  He  was  married  October  18,  1892,  to  Mamre  E.  Dodge,  daughter  of 
Leonard  Dodge,  and  they  have  two  children,  Leonard  Hotchkiss  Bailey  and  Mamre 
Bailey. 

Bernhardt  Bros.,  Buffalo. — Among  the  leading  houses  in  Buffalo  that  contribute 
largely  to  the  constantly  spreading  enterprise  and  activity  of  its  merchants  is  the 
house  of  Bernhardt  Bros. ,  importers  and  wholesale  dealers  in  foreign  and  native  wines 
and  liquors,  with  office  and  store  at  Nos.  297,  299  and  301  Washington  streets.  This 
prosperous  business  was  established  forty  years  ago  by  Christ  Bernhardt  in  Main 
street,  where  he  was  located  twenty  two  years  In  1882  he  removed  to  273  Washing- 
ton street,  and  consolidated  his  old  business  with  that  of  Messrs.  S.  Gillig  &  Son 
(which  was  founded  in  1848),  the  firm  being  known  as  Gillig  &  Bernhardt.  In  1886, 
on  the  retirement  of  the  Messrs.  Gillig,  the  present  firm  was  organized,  the  copartners 
being  J.  Christ  and  Herman  Bernhardt.  During  the  first  four  years  of  their  partner- 
ship the  business  grew  to  such  an  extent  that  they  were  obliged  to  seek  larger  quar- 
ters in  the  four-story  and  basement  brick  building,  297-301  Washington  street,  60  by 
175  feet  in  dimensions,  the  upper  floors  being  used  for  storage  and  the  wholesale  trade, 
while  the  first  floor  is  utilized  for  the  retail  trade  and  the  basement  for  the  wine 
cellars  and  vaults.  The  stock,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  includes  all 
foreign  and  native  wines,  ports,  sherries,  clarets,  Rhine  wines,  champagne,  the  finest 
Hungarian  wines  for  medical  purposes,  special  brands  of  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky 
whiskies  (aged  for  family  use),  and  all  the  leading  brands  of  cordials,  ales  and  mineral 
waters.  All  foreign  goods  are  imported  direct  by  them.  Their  wholespJe  trade  ex- 
tends throughout  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  adjacent  States.  Messrs.  J. 
Christ  and  Hermann  Bernhardt  were  both  born  in  Germany ;  the  former  has  resided 
in  Buffalo  forty-two  years,  and  the  latter  thirty-five  years.  They  are  widely  known 
in  trade  circles  for  sterling  integrity,  and  are  popular  members  of  the  Buffalo  Board 
of  Trade  and  several  of  the  bust  clubs  and  societies. 

Simson,  Andrew,  Buffalo,  is  a  rarely  successful  and  accomplished  photographer, 
who  for  many  years  has  devoted  his  native  talent  and  energy  to  the  uninterrupted 
study  and  pursuit  of  his  profession  in  all  of  its  higher  branches,  the  result  being  the 
achievement  of  a  reputation  second  to  that  of  no  artist  legitimately  engaged  in 
photography  west  of  New  York  city.  Mr.  Simson  has  had  practical  experience  in 
his  vocation,  thus  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  men  and  women  and  their  tastes,  which 
enables  him  to  give  a  degree  of  satisfaction  in  pose,  style  and  general  effect  seldom 
attained  by  photographers  as  a  class.  Mr.  Simson  is  certainly  entitled  to  great 
credit  for  the  unsurpassed  facilities  afforded  this  city  in  photography.  The  mere 
statement  that  a  man  has  been  a  successful  photographer  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  cent- 
ury, in  one  city,  and  prosecuting  his  work  in  one  location,  implies  of  itself  the 
possession  of  rare  and  unusual  abilities,  and  the  implication  is  flush  with  the  facts  of 
the  case  in  hand.  For  longer  than  the  period  mentioned  Mr.  Simson  has  done  the 
cream  of  the  business  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  enjoying,  for  many  years,  the  patronage 
of  the  most  cultured  class  in  this  community.  He  was  the  first  in  this  city,  and  among 
the  first  in  this  country,  to  recognize  that  photography  is  an  art  and  a  science  as  well 
as  a  trade,  and  that  the  mere  posing  of  a  subject  before  a  photographic  lens  and  the 
mechanical  operation  thereof  is  not  all  there  is  to  learn.  All  his  work  bears  the  hall 
mark  of  the  masters,  and  challenges  competition  by  the  union,  which  it  exemplifies. 
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of  delicacy  and  strength.  In  conclusion  it  may  be  said,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  Andrew  Simson  stands  and  has  always  stood  in  the  very  front  rank  of  his 
profession. 

Moore,  James  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Mercer  county.  Pa..  June  23,  1843,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  the  High  School  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  100th  Pa.  (Roundheads),  re-enlisted  in 
February,  1864,  serving  his  country  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  war  he  en- 
tered a  commercial  school  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  a  time;  he  was 
then  offered  and  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  and  clerk  in  a  general  store  at 
Kittanning,  Pa  ,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  four  years,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Pittsburg  to  take  charge  of  a  large  retail  grocery  house.  In  1872  he  accepted  the 
position  of  cashier  in  a  bank  at  Kittanning,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  six  years. 
In  1879  he  took  charge  of  the  merchandise  department  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  and 
Mining  Company,  and  in  1884  removed  to  Buffalo  as  the  representative  of  the  River 
View  Coal  and  Mining  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  general  manager. 

Dickinson,  Alfred  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Dickinson,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  September  25,  1856.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  the 
jewelry  store  of  his  father,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  partnership  in  the  business. 

Boardman,  John,  M.  D.,  Buffalo.  —  For  almost  half  a  century  Dr.  Boardman  has 
been  known  and  honored  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  where,  since  1853,  he  has  pursued 
his  profession  as  physician  and  surgeon.  He  was  born  in  Watertown,  June  4,  1828 ; 
passing  through  the  schools  of  that  city,  he  prepared  for  college  at  Lee,  Mass.,  under 
the  training  of  Prof.  Alexander  Hyde.  He  entered  Williams  College,  was  graduated 
in  1849,  and  coming  to  Buffalo  at  the  conclusion  of  his  college  course,  he  entered  the 
ofiice  of  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  w^here  he  was  a  private  student  with  Gen,  Albert 
J.  Myer,  well  known  as  "  Old  Probabilities."  After  taking  two  courses  of  medicine 
at  the  Buffalo  University  and  two  courses  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  be- 
gan his  life  work  as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  He  received  the  appointment  of  phy- 
sician to  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum  in  1855,  and  that  of  surgeon  to  the  Hospital  of 
the  Sisters  of  Charity,  a  position  he  which  he  resigned  in  1873.  He  was  demonstrator 
of  anatomy  from  1854  to  1856,  delegate  to  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society  in 
1855-58,  elected  permanent  member  in  1862;  appointed  by  Governor  Cleveland  a 
manager  of  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital  in  1883,  elected  president  of  the  Erie  County 
Medical  Society  in  1868,  was  for  a  time  consulting  surgeon  to  Buffalo  General  Hos- 
pital. In  1862  Dr.  Boardman  was  married  to  Frances  S.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Abraham 
Miller,  of  New  Orleans,  who  formerly  practiced  in  this  city.  Mrs.  Boardman  died  in 
1867.  Dr.  Boardman  is  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Society,  was  knighted  in 
Lake  Erie  Commandery  and  was  afterward  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Hugh  De 
Payne  Commandery,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Bork,  William  H. — Among  the  leading  manufacturers  of  Buffalo,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  is  William  H.  Bork.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  11,  1843,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  the  shoe 
store  of  W.  R,  Taylor,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  this  ser- 
vice he  entered  the  bookbindery  of  Henro  Nauert,  where  he  remained  for  eight 
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years,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  concern,  and  after  four  years  of  a  very  suc- 
cessful business,  he  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone.  Besides  bookbinding,  he  does  a  large  business  in  the  manufacture 
of  envelopes. 

Foster,  Horatio  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  January  12,  1858.  His 
first  business  experience  was  in  a  cotton  mill,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  superin- 
tendent and  treasurer,  where  he  remained  for  five  years.  In  1886  he  was  employed 
by  the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company  of  Boston,  remaining  with  that  com- 
pany for  five  years,  and  in  1891  was  appointed  electrical  expert  for  the  United  States 
Census  office,  retaining  that  position  until  the  close  of  that  branch  of  the  work.  In 
1893,  during  the  World's  Fair,  he  was  editor  of  Electrical  Industries,  published  in 
Chicago,  and  in  September,  1893,  became  assistant  to  Prof.  George  Forbes,  F.  R.  S., 
the  electrical  consulting  engineer  of  the  Cataract  Construction  Company  of  New 
York  and  Niagara  Falls,  continuing  until  December,  1894,  when  the  work  was  fin- 
ished. In  January,  1895,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  he  has  held  the  office  of  con- 
sulting engineer  and  has  spent  a  large  portion  of  the  time  as  expert,  examining  into 
the  cost  of  steam  power,  also  in  testing  the  company's  electric  machinery  at  the 
falls.  Mr.  Foster  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Franklin  Institute  of  Philadelphia,  the 
New  York  Electrical  Society,  and  others. 

Manger,  Leo,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  October  19,  1865,  and  came 
to  America  alone  when  thirteen  years  of  age.  His  first  business  experience  was  in 
a  restaurant.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  was  married,  December  8,  1889,  to  Mary 
Meyers,  from  Denver,  Col. 

Reinecke,  Ottomar,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Buffalo  Freie  Press, 
daily  and  weekly,  and  Sunday  Tribune,  was  born  at  Sondershausen,  Germany,  No- 
vember 20,  1840.  In  1852  his  parents  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  Two 
years  after  their  arrival  his  father  started  a  printing  office  and  he  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  business  until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1866,  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  business  and  the  following  year  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Frank  H. 
Zesch,  which  copartnership  still  exists.  Mr.  Reinecke  was  appointed  park  commis- 
sioner by  Mayor  Jewett,  January  1,  1896,  for  a  period  of  four  years. 

Janes,  Herbert  S.,  Buffalo,  junior  member  of  the  well  known  manufacturing  firm 
of  Pittman  &  Janes,  has  for  some  time  been  prominent  among  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  successful  business  men  in  Buffalo,  and  the  fact  that  to-day  he  occupies  a 
position  in  the  front  ranks  of  Buffalo  manufacturers,  is  sufficient  proof  that  he  is 
possessed  of  rare  sagacity  in  business  matters.  Mr.  Janes  is  a  native  of  New  York 
and  was  born  at  Le  Roy,  in  that  State,  August  22,  1869.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  at  Le  Roy  and  Havana  and  afterward  took  a  full  course  at  Bryant  & 
"Stratton's  Business  College.  After  finishing  his  business  course  he  entered  the 
service  of  a  lumber  firm  at  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Tennessee  and  became  superintendent  of  a  saw  mill,  where  he 
remained  for  a  few  years,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Empire  Lumber  Company  as  buyer.    After  three  years  in  this  capacity  he  de- 
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termined  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Pitt- 
man  organized  the  now  well  known  firm  of  Pittman  &  Janes,  manufacturers  of  hard 
wood  for  furniture.  He  was  married  at  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  on  October  17.  1894,  to  Jessie 
L.  Mason. 

Denton,  Robert,  Buffalo,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Denton,  Cottier  &  Daniels, 
music  dealers,  was  born  in  England,  February  27,  1828.  His  parents  emigrated  to 
this  country  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age.  His  first  business  experience  was 
as  a  clerk  in  the  music  establishment  of  his  predecessor,  James  D.  Sheppard,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he  took  up  the  study  of  music  as  a  professor, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years.  The  house  was  established  by  James  D. 
Sheppard  in  1827.  The  style  became  Sheppard,  Cottier  &  Co.  in  1863 ;  Cottier  & 
Denton  in  1867,  on  the  retirement  of  James  D.  Sheppard;  Denton  &  Cottier  in  1878, 
on  the  death  of  H.  Cottier,  the  acquirement  of  his  interest  by  Mrs.  Kate  Cottier, 
and  her  admission  as  a  partner.  In  1887  William  H.  Daniels  became  a  member  of 
the  firm,  the  style  of  which  was  then  changed  to  Denton,  Cottier  &  Daniels. 

Best,  A.  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  London,  England,  June  25,  1856.  When  he  was 
ten  years  of  age  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  New  York  city.  In  1882  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  established  the  now  well  known  jewelry  and  optical  goods 
house  of  Best  &  Co.  Mr.  Best  was  married  in  1885  to  Carrie  L.,  daughter  of  John 
Syrcher,  well  known  in  Buffalo  as  one  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  billiard  tables. 

Kirkholder,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  December  12, 1841. 
His  first  business  experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
worked  for  one  season.  In  1879  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Thomas  B. 
French,  wholesale  wooden  and  willow  ware  business,  which  continued  for  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  when  Mr.  French  retired  and  Mr.  Rausch  joined  the  firm  and  it 
then  became  Kirkholder  &  Rausch,  which  copartnership  still  continues. 

Reynolds,  John  F.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich,  May  15,  1860.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  from  the  elementary  schools  and  pursued  a  course  of  private 
study  that  fitted  him  ultimately  for  the  business  he  intended  to  pursue  He  was  first 
employed  by  Dudgeon  &  Cobb,  grain  and  commission  business,  of  Kalamazoo,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years.  In  1879  he  moved  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  with 
the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1881,  when  he 
accepted  a  position  with  the  B.,  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railroad  as  general  bookkeeper,  remain- 
ing in  that  capacity  until  1891,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  responsible  position 
of  auditor.    The  road  is  now  the  Western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

Belden,  Duane  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Hermitage,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 31,  1865,  and  was  educated  at  Pike  Seminary,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Geneseo  State  Normal  School,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1890.  After  teach- 
ing for  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Jamestown  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  until  the  fall  of  1893,  when  he  removed 
to  Buffalo  and  invested  heavily  in  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  real  estate,  making  Ken- 
more  a  specialty.  Since  coming  to  Buffalo  he  has  also  taken  up  the  study  of  law  and 
will  in  the  near  future  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Mr.  Belden  has  been  associated  with 
a  number  of  the  best  land  companies  in  and  about  the  city  and  is  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  Falls  &  Electric  Transit  Land  Company. 
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Rumsey,  Frank,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Cattaraugus,  Cattaraugus  county,  N,  Y.,  July 
16,  1854,  and  was  educated  at  the  Union  Free  School  and  Forestville  Academy.  He 
taught  school  several  terms  before  his  majority  in  the  country  school  districts  of  his 
native  county.  In  1876  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hiram  M.  Herrick 
at  Cattaraugus,  and  in  the  fall  of  1877  he  went  into  the  office  of  Cary  &  Jewell,  Olean, 
N.  Y.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo,  June,  1879.  October  1,  1879,  he  mar- 
ried Emma  F.,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  Cary,  and  they  have  one  son,  Charles  Cary 
Rumsey,  born  May  8,  1888.  From  the  fall  of  1879  to  the  fall  of  1889  he  practiced  law 
at  Olean  as  a  partner  of  Charles  S.  Cary.  He  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1889  and  on 
November  1  of  that  year  was  appointed  general  solicitor  of  the  Western  New  York  & 
Pennsylvania  Railway  Company,  which  position  he  still  fills.  As  such  official  he  has 
general  charge  of  all  the  law  matters  of  the  company  named. 

Maytham,  George  W,,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Maytham,  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, January  3,  1868.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the 
High  School,  and  also  took  a  full  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  He 
at  this  time  entered  the  service  of  the  Maytham  Tug  Line  and  is  now  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  that  company.  The  estate  of  Thomas  Maytham,  who  died  in  1893,  is 
also  under  his  charge;  he  is  also  assistant  manager  of  the  Republic  Steamship  Line, 
in  which  line  the  Maytham  estate  has  the  controlling  interest. 

Maytham,  Edward  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Lafayette, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  October  13,  1850.  He  attended  the  district  school  in  the  winter 
months  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm  during  the  summer.  When  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  accept  a  position  with  his  uncle, 
John  Greening,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  in  company  with  his  brothers,  George  and  Thomas,  engaged  in  the  tug  boat 
business.  Mr.  Maytham  is  now  president  of  the  Maytham  Tug  Line,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  tug  builders  on  the  great  lakes;  also  president  of  the  International  Ferry 
Co.  that  operates  between  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie,  Ontario;  also  interested  in  several 
steamers  that  do  business  on  the  great  lakes. 

Neuhart,  Emil,  Buffalo. — Among  the  prominent  business  men  of  Buffalo  who  have 
been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  city,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  is  Mr.  Emil  Neuhart. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  Buffalo  and  his  first  business  experience  was  in  the  patent 
securing  business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  E. 
Neuhart  &  Co.,  patent  attorneys.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical  and  expert  patent  at- 
torney, and  has  an  extensive  business  connection  throughout  a  large  part  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Butts  &  Adams,  Buffalo. — Stephen  B.  Butts  engaged  in  the  photo  supply  business 
in  1850  as  a  clerk,  remaining  in  it  since;  and  in  1892  admitted  John  F.  Adams  as 
partner,  he  having  been  a  faithful  clerk  for  Mr.  Butts  for  about  twenty  years  The 
firm  occupies  two  floors  at  457-459  Washington  street;  one  floor  being  one  hundred 
and  twenty  by  twenty- five,  the  other  eighty  by  twenty-five  feet.  They  are  nicely 
fitted  up  in  every  department  and  stocked  with  an  exhibit  of  photographic  goods  of 
all  kings.  Everything  handled  by  the  firm  is  guarantied  and  they  have  established 
a  reputation  for  promptitude  and  reliability. 

Provoost,  D.,  Sons  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  manufacturers  of  sails,  awnings,  tents,  and 
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flags,  employ  about  fifty  skillful  sailmakers,  and  carry  a  full  line  of  canvas,  flags, 
and  everything  required  above  decks  in  fitting  out  steam  or  sailing  crafts.  They  do 
an  extensive  business  in  all  the  lake  ports  and  among  the  shipbuilders  and  owners  of 
Buffalo.  They  make  a  specialty  of  yacht  sails  and  do  an  extensive  business  with 
the  yacht  clubs  of  the  city. 

Burns,  Millard  S.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1854,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  1869, 
when  he  left  school  to  accept  a  position  in  the  office  of  Dr.  V.  R.  Pierce  of  Buffalo, 
the  well-known  manufacturer  of  patent  medicines.  His  next  position  was  that  of 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Bradstreet  Commercial  Agency;  afterward  with  the  same 
company  he  filled  the  position  of  reporter  and  canvasser.  In  1875  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Robert  Palan,  of  Buffalo,  the  firm  being  Palan  &  Burns,  in  the 
merchandise  brokerage  business,  which  business  finally  developed  into  that  of  whole- 
sale coal,  coke  and  lumber.  The  firm  is  still  in  existence.  Mr,  Burns  was  married 
April  10,  1882,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Heather,  also  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Burns  was  for  several 
years  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Coal  Exchange  and  one  of  its  directors.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  has  been  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Lumber  Exchange,  two  years  fill- 
ing the  office  of  vice-president  and  one  year  president  of  that  exchange.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1892  was  elected  one  of  its 
trustees.  For  nine  years  Mr.  Burns  held  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Chil- 
dren's Aid  Society  (operating  the  Newsboys'  and  Bootblacks'  Home)  and  in  1896  he 
he  was  elected  president  of  that  society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
and  has  been  a  vestryman  of  Ascension  Parish  and  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school  for  about  ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  brotherhood  of  St,  Andrew,  an 
international  church  organization,  and  is  at  present  one  of  its  Buffalo  local  council. 
Mr.  Burns  is  also  actively  connected  with  the  Laymen's  Missionary  League  of  Buf- 
falo, being  a  member  of  its  executive  committee.  In  politics  is  a  Republican,  never 
having  held  office ;  on  national  affairs  always  acting  with  his  party. 

Jaixen,  Joseph,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Cologne,  Prussia,  December  1,  1851.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1872,  settling  in  Chicago.  He  entered  the  house  of  Lapp  & 
Flershem  and  was  their  bookkeeper  for  several  years.  He  then  accepted  a  position 
as  traveling  salesman,  which  line  he  followed  for  twelve  years.  In  1892  he  removed 
to  Buffalo  and  became  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Casket  Company,  which  position  he 
now  holds. 

Wegner,  G.  A.,  contracting  and  consulting  engineer,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Brandenburg,  Germany,  November  27,  1857,  and  received  his  technical 
education  in  his  native  country.  In  1882  he  came  to  America  and  after  a  short  stay 
in  Buffalo  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  engaged  as  chief  draftsman  for  the 
Kilby  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he  remained  until  1887,  w^hen  he  returned  to 
Buffalo.  In  1891  he  entered  into  partnership  with  W.  A.  Case  &  Son,  under  the 
name  of  the  Case  Refrigerating  Machine  Company,  manufacturing  ice  making  and 
refrigerator  machinery.  November,  1897,  Mr.  Wegner  started  in  business  for  him- 
self, building  artificial  ice  and  refrigerating  plants,  etc.  He  was  married  in  Septem- 
ber, 1884,  to  Elise  Imhof,  a  native  of  Neuchatel,  Switzerland. 

Lyon,  Arthur  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  S.  Duane  and  Laura  C.  Lyon,  was  born  in  Naples, 
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Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  November  24,  1872.  He  was  educated  in  the  Naples  Union 
School.  He  began  business  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  dry  goods  store  in  Naples,  where 
he  remained  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  shoe  depart- 
ment of  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years.  He  then 
became  manager  for  R.  B.  Grover  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  the  "Emerson  Shoes," 
in  their  branch  retail  store,  380  Main  street.  April  5,  1896,  Mr.  Lyon  married  Mar- 
garet Riley,  of  Buffalo. 

Howe,  Lucien,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Standish,  Maine,  December  18,  1849. 
Immediately  after  graduating  from  Bowdoin  College  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, receiving  m  1871  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York  city,  and  continued  his  studies  in  Germany  and  England,  being 
elected  in  1873  a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England.  On  his  re- 
turn to  America  he  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  m  practice 
as  an  oculist  and  aurist.  Dr.  Howe  has  received  the  most  flattering  and  deserved 
recognition  as  a  foremost  practitioner  in  his  department.  He  was  made  honorary 
president  of  the  Societe  Francaise  d' Ophthalmologic  at  its  last  session;  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ophthalmologische  Gesellschaft  and  a  member  of  the  Ophthalmological 
Society  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Dr.  Howe  is  author  of  many  articles  bearing  upon 
his  specialty,  and  is  a  recognized  authority  throughout  the  United  States,  France, 
England  and  Germany. 

Onetto,  Louis,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Italy,  May  26,  1848.  In  1867  he  came  to  this 
country,  settling  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  1872,  when  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  produce  business,  which 
he  carried  on  for  eighteen  years.  In  1890  the  firm  of  Onetto  &  Terrille  was  organ- 
ized for  the  manufacture  of  maccaroni  and  vermicelli,  which  continued  until  Octo- 
ber, 1895,  when  the  copartnership  was  dissolved  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Onetto  has 
been  engaged  in  business  alone. 

Bixby,  Ambrose  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.  His  parents  removed 
to  Buffalo  when  he  was  very  young,  where  he  received  from  the  public  and  high 
schools  a  liberal  education.  His  early  business  experience  was  as  cashier  with  one 
of  the  large  coal  companies,  then  as  bookkeeper  with  Pratt  &  Co.,  hardware 
dealers.  In  1883  he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  copper  and  brass 
goods,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1886.  In  1895  the  Niagara  Muslin 
Wear  Company  was  organized  and  the  following  year  incorporated,  of  which  Mr. 
Bixby  is  president  and  treasurer. 

Hamill,  Daniel  La  Rose,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  August  6,  1858.  His 
parents  removed  to  Albany  when  he  was  but  a  child  and  there  he  received  a  liberal 
education.  His  first  business  experience  was  with  the  Empire  Stove  Works,  where 
he  remained  until  1890,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  firm  and  pur- 
chased an  mterest  in  the  La  Rose  Manufacturing  Company  at  Albany.  January  1, 
1895,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  opened  business  on  his  own  account  as  manufac- 
turer and  jobber  of  plumbers'  supplies. 

Beilman,  William  E.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  5,  1853.  He  was  variously  em- 
ployed until  1886,  when  he  established  the  Buffalo  Repair  Works  and  General  Sup- 
ply Depot,  domg  a  general  line  of  furnace,  tin,  sheet  iron  and  cornice  work,  as  well 


118 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


as  repairing  of  every  description.  Mr.  Beilman  is  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow,  being 
a  past  grand  of  New  Era  Lodge  No.  410,  and  a  past  chief  patriarch  of  Buffalo  En- 
campment No.  47 ;  he  is  also  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  105. 
Mr.  Beilman  was  married  January  1,  1882,  to  Mary  J.  Bohnert  of  Buffalo. 

Behn,  J.  Frederick,  Buffalo,  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  head  of  the  Buffala 
Refrigerating  Machine  Company,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  branch  of  industry. 
For  the  last  eighteen  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  construction  of  re- 
frigerating plants  and  his  machines  are  renowned  for  their  superior  quality  and 
reliability,  not  only  throughout  this  country,  but  also  in  all  foreign  countries.  His 
export  trade  is  year  by  year  increasing  with  flattering  success.  Mr.  Behn  is  a  native 
of  Hamburg,  Germany,  born  September  18,  1831.  He  has  been  a  citizen  of  this 
country  since  1853.  After  five  years  of  serving  as  apprentice  in  a  machine  shop  in 
his  native  city  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Polytechnic  School  as  mechan- 
ical and  civil  engineer  at  Karlsruhe,  Germany.  Before  embarking  in  his  present 
business  he  served  several  years  as  constructing  engineer  and  was  employed  over 
twenty  years  as  canal  engineer  under  different  political  administrations,  and  at  the 
time  of  enlarging  the  Erie  Canal,  holding  the  position  of  division  engineer  of  the 
western  division  of  the  big  State  ditch.  He  is  recognized  as  a  solid  and  well  bal- 
anced business  man  and  enjoys  the  highest  respect  of  his  fellow  men,  both  in  a 
business  and  social  point  of  view. 

Callahan,  R.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Matthew  and  Catharine  Callahan,  was  born  in  Buf- 
faly,  N.  Y.,  in  1836.  His  education  was  obtained  from  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo. 
His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  carriage  manufacture  and  repair  business. 
In  1857  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  now  has  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive carriage  and  light  wagon  factories  in  Buffalo. 

Earned,  Josephus  Nelson,  born  of  American  parents  at  Chatham,  Ontario,  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1836,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1848  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  where  he  has  resided,  with  few  absences,  since.  He  obtained 
his  first  employment,  for  a  few  months  in  1853,  as  bookkeeper  in  the  ship  chandlery 
establishment  of  Messrs.  Munger  &  Willard,  at  the  foot  of  Ma-n  street.  Dnring  the 
seasons  of  1854  and  1855  he  was  clerk  in  the  transportation  house  of  P.  L.  Sternberg 
&  Co.,  continuing  in  the  same  service  in  the  office  of  the  Western  Transportation 
Company  during  1856.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  sought  fortune  without  success  in 
the  West,  and,  after  eight  months  passed  in  Iowa,  returned  to  Buffalo  in  the  autumn 
of  that  year.  Shortly  after  his  return  he  became  engaged  in  editorial  work  on  the 
Republic,  then  owned  by  Guy  H.  Salisbury  and  edited  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Bristol.  From 
the  Republic  he  passed  to  the  Morning  Express,  in  the  spring  of  1859,  and  was  as- 
sociate editor  of  that  journal  until  1869,  when  he  became  chief  editor,  on  the  removal 
of  the  former  editor,  Hon.  A.  M.  Clapp,  to  Washington.  Three  years  previously  he 
had  acquired  a  share  in  the  ownership  of  the  Express,  but  sold  it  in  January,  1872, 
and  withdrew  from  the  editorial  chair.  At  a  special  election,  under  a  new  city  char- 
ter in  February,  1872,  he  was  chosen  superintendent  of  education,  for  a  term  which 
ended  at  the  close  of  the  following  year.  Subsequently,  for  a  time,  he  was  engaged 
as  secretary  in  a  futile  project  for  constructing  a  common  connection  through  the 
city  for  the  use  of  all  railroads.    In  April,  1877,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
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the  library,  then  known  as  the  Library  of  the  Young  Men's  Association  of  Buffalo, 
afterwards  named  the  Buffalo  Library,  now  the  Buffalo  Public  Library.  In  that  post 
he  remained  until  June,  1897,  when  he  resigned  it. 

Hubbell,  George  Scott,  Buffalo,  son  of  Nathan  and  Carrie  F.  (vScott)  Hubbell,  was 
born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  September  29,  1864.  In  1866  the  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.  He  received  his  first  instruction  at  preparatory  schools,  entered  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy  in  1882  graduating  from  the  institute  in  1886.  Upon 
leaving  college  he  was  employed  in  the  Union  Bridge  Works  in  Buffalo,  afterwards 
appointed  sanitary  engineer  of  Buffalo  Board  of  Health,  which  position  he  held  three 
years  Since  that  time  he  has  conducted  a  general  engineering  office.  He  is  local 
representative  for  J.  H.  Gray,  inventor  of  Gray  Steel  Column;  Davis  &  Sax  archi- 
tecural  engineers  of  Philadelphia;  and  Hallsted  &  McNaugher,  successors  to  G.  W. 
Ferris,  metallurgical  engineers  of  Pittsburg. 

Bassett,  George  B.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Ballston,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  June 
17,  1861,  and  is  a  descendant  of  William  Bassett,  who  came  to  Plj^mouth.  Mass.,  in 
the  ship  Fortune  in  1621.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  also  took  a  scien- 
tific course  at  Yale  College.  After  completing  his  course  at  college  he  was  engaged 
in  the  city  engineer's  office  at  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  and  as  civil  engineer  on  various 
public  works  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  until  October  4,  1886,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  brother,  Edward  M.  Bassett, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bassett  Bros.,  engineers  and  contractors  of  municipal  water 
works.  This  partnership  was  carried  on  very  successfully  until  October  26,  1892, 
when  the  firm  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Bassett  has 
carried  on  the  business  alone.  Mr.  Bassett  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers,  president  of  the  Buffalo  Meter  Company,  organized  in  1892  for  the 
manufacture  of  water  meters,  treasurer  of  the  Albion  Water  Works  Company,  or- 
ganized in  1888  to  supply  Albion,  N,  Y.,  with  water,  and  also  treasurer  of  the  Bath 
Water  Works  Company  of  Bath,  N.  Y. ,  organized  in  1887.  Mr.  Bassett  was  married, 
January  8,  1890,  to  Miss  Anna  Kingman  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. ,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Kingman,  a  well  known  physician  and  surgeon  of  that  place. 

Wesley,  John  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city.  May  30,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of 
Alexander  (Leicester,  Mass.)  and  Sarah  (Hinson)  Wesley  of  England.  Mr.  Wesley 
received  a  common  school  education  and  at  an  early  age  was  employed  in  the  in- 
surance office  of  Hiram  Chambers,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  after  which 
he  learned  the  trade  of  job  printer.  In  1886  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Frank 
A.  Bensler,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bensler  &  Wesley,  commercial  printers,  in 
which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  was  married  in  1893  to  Mrs.  Maud  Wells  Parsons  of 
Buffalo. 

Goodyear,  Charles  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Cortland,  Cortland  county,  N.Y.,  Oc- 
tober 15,  1846,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Cortland  and  Wyoming  Academies. 
After  leaving  school  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Lanning  &  Miller, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  from  that  office  at  the  June  term  of  the  Supreme  Court 
held  in  Buffalo  in  1871.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  until  January  1,  1887,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
his  brother,  F.  H.  Goodyear,  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  H.  &  C.  W.  Goodyear,  in 
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the  lumber  and  railroad  business.  In  1885,  in  company  with  his  brother,  they  built 
the  Buffalo  and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  of  which  Mr.  Goodyear  is  vice-president  and 
general  manager.  Mr.  Goodyear  was  appointed  assistant  district  attorney  of  Erie 
county  under  Hon.  Daniel  M.  Lockwood,  and  upon  the  resignation  and  election  to 
Congress  of  Mr.  Lockwood,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  lat- 
ter. In  March,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Ella  P.  Conger,  daughter  of  Anson  G.  Con- 
ger of  Collins  Center,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. 

Braman,  Udell  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  J.  and  Mary  (Finch)  Braman,  was  born  in  Corry, 
Pa.,  June  20,  1870.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town ;  and  afterward  he  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Department  of  Pharmacy  in  the  class  of  1891.  After  graduation  he  accepted  a 
position  in  Buffalo  as  manager  of  the  Niagara  Pharmacy  of  W.  J.  Gregory,  which  he 
has  since  held.    He  is  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  551,  1.  O.  O.  F. 

Fitz  Gerald,  Thomas,  Buffalo,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  about 
thirty-two  years,  and  during  a  period  of  sixteen  years  has  been  actively  engaged  in  . 
the  fire  insurance  business.  He  represents  a  number  of  the  leading  old-time  com- 
panies of  both  the  United  States  and  England,  and  each  one  has  a  widely  estab- 
lished reputation  for  equitable  adjustments  and  prompt  payment  of  all  losses.  His 
business  is  confined  to  fire  insurance  exclusively.  While  he  writes  policies  covering 
all  classes  of  buildings  and  other  fire-destructible  property  he  has  always  made  a 
specialty  of  selected  risks,  comprising  dwelling  houses  and  their  contents.  Mr. 
Fitz  Gerald's  long  experience  as  an  underwriter  places  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his 
contemporaries  in  Buffalo  and  Western  New  York. 

Burt  &  Sindele,  manufacturing  confectioners,  have  been  in  business  in  Buffalo 
since  September  1,  1891.  Alfred  H.  Burt,  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Alfred  D.  Burt  and 
Annie  Dickinson  Bell,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Allen,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  June  7, 
1864,  and  moved  with  his  parents  when  a  year  old  to  Belmont,  in  the  same  county, 
where  he  received  his  early  education.  The  death  of  his  father  in  1874  threw  him 
upon  his  own  resources  and  forced  him  to  seek  work  to  help  support  the  family.  He 
first  found  employment  in  a  pail  factory  filing  staves  at  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  He 
attended  the  Friendship  Academy,  later  entered  the  dry  goods  store  of  Howard  & 
Daniels,  and  was  made  assistant  postmaster  at  Friendship  under  C.  L.  Howard.  In  - 
1881  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  for  ten  years  was  a  traveling  salesman  in  the  confec- 
tionery line  for  one  firm,  of  which  he  was  a  partner  during  the  last  three  years.  Sep- 
tember 1,  1891,  he  withdrew,  and  with  Joseph  J.  Sindele  formed  the  firm  of  Burt  & 
Sindele  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  manufacture  of  confections  at  79  Main  street. 
In  1892  an  adjoining  store.  No.  77,  was  added,  and  in  1893,  their  business  having 
outgrown  these  premises,  the  building  on  Seneca,  Carroll  and  Wells  streets  was 
erected  for  and  occupied  by  them.  This  has  a  frontage  on  Seneca  street  of  thirty- 
six  feet,  five  stories  and  basement,  and  eighty  feet  on  Carroll  and  sixty-six  feet  on 
Wells  street,  six  stories  and  basement,  and  is  equipped  with  fifty  and  sixty  horse- 
power boilers  and  a  seventy-five  horse-power  engine,  a  complete  electric  light  plant, 
and  the  latest  improved  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  a  full  line  of  confection- 
ery, their  specialty  being  the  original  B.  &  S.  cough  drops.  From  100  to  150  hands 
are  employed,  and  six  traveling  salesmen  attend  to  an  extensive  business,  principally 
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with  the  jobbing  trade,  from  Portland,  Me.,  to  Denver,  Col.  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  confectionery  establishments  in  Buffalo,  and  its  success  is  due  en- 
tirely to  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  firm,  which  has  never  received  a  dollar's 
backing  from  any  one.  Mr.  Burt  is  president  of  the  National  Jobbing  Confectioners' 
Association  and  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Can- 
audaigua  Lodge,  K.  P,  He  has  charge  of  the  business  end  of  the  firm.  Mr.  Sindele 
was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1861,  and  was  educated  at  St.  Andrew's  Parochial  School,  and 
has  always  worked  at  the  confectioner's  trade.  His  knowledge  of  the  business  is 
practical,  thorough,  and  extensive.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  He  has 
charge  of  the  factory. 

Rand,  Harry  R.  (deceased),  was  born  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  June  21,  1861.  His  parents 
removed  to  New  York  when  he  was  quite  young,  where  he  acquired  a  liberal  educa- 
tion from  the  public  schools.  After  finishing  his  schooHng  he  removed  to  Texas  and 
engaged  in  the  stock  business,  where  he  remained  for  five  years.  He  at  this  date 
returned  east  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  on  his  own  account.  In  1894  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  tobacco  and  cigar  business,  including  domestic 
wines  and  liquors,  which  trade  he  was  carrying  on  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Sawyer,  George  P.,  was  born  and  resides  in  Buffalo,  his  father,  James  D.  Sawyer, 
having  come  to  Buffalo  from  Windham,  Conn.,  m  1840;  his  mother,  Charlotte  O. 
Field,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1817.  Her  elder  brother,  George  Pliny  Field  (for 
whom  Mr.  Sawyer  was  named),  was  an  infant  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Black 
Rock  by  the  British  and  Indians  in  1812,  and  his  mother  (Mr.  Sawyer's  grandmother) 
fled  with  him  to  Batavia  by  way  of  Williamsville.  George  Pliny  Field  was  educated 
at  West  Point,  and  became  a  captain  in  the  United  States  army  and  was  killed  in  the 
Mexican  war.  Mr.  Sawyer  was  graduated  from  Yale  University  in  the  class  of  1872, 
and  immediately  entered  upon  a  business  life  in  Buffalo,  which  he  still  carries  on 
as  a  member  of  the  prominent  lumber  firm  of  Noyes  &  Sawyer.  Mr.  Sawyer  has  in 
addition  been  actively  connected  with  various  institutions  in  the  capacity  of  di- 
rector, such  as  the  American  Exchange  Bank,  the  Mutual  Gas  Light  Company, 
the  Ellicott  Square  Company,  and  others. 

Hamilton,  John,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  born  May  16,  1850,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and  soon  found  employment  in  the 
dry  goods  establishment  of  A.  T.  Stewart  of  New  York.  He  remained  there  until 
1879,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  in 
company  with  Robert  McCracken,  under  the  style  of  Hamilton  &  McCracken,  which 
copartnership  continued  until  1887,  when  Mr.  McCracken  retired  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
has  since  conducted  the  business  alone.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  well  known  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  wholesale  milliners  of  Buffalo. 

Post's,  John  C. ,  Sons,  Buffalo, — This  old  and  famous  house  was  established  by 
Charles  H.  Coleman  in  1836,  John  C.  Post  succeeding  to  the  proprietorship  in  1861, 
and  the  present  proprietors,  Henry,  James  and  Peter  Post,  sons  of  John  C,  in  1892. 
This  has  always  been  a  leading  and  prosperous  concern.  They  occupy  the  store  at 
No.  52  South  Division  street,  28  by  77  feet,  six  stories  high.  They  carry  a  full  line 
of  paints,  dry  and  in  oil,  white  lead  and  glass,  both  French  and  American  plate, 
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The  members  of  this  firm  are  all  natives  of  Buffalo  and  eminent  among  her  rising 
young  business  men, 

Klein,  John  G.,  secretary  of  the  Harmonia  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Buf- 
falo, was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  21,  1838.  His  first  business  experience 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pitts  Agricultural  Works,  where  he  remained  for  six 
years.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  George  D.  Teller,  manufacturer  of  picture 
frames,  remaining  there  for  a  period  of  five  years.  In  1870  he  accepted  a  position 
in  the  office  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  holding  that  position  for  eight  years.  In 
1882  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  city  clerk's  office,  holding  that  position  for 
four  years.    In  May,  1888,  he  accepted  his  present  position. 

Nagel  &  Co. ,  proprietors  of  the  Electric  City  Wire  and  Iron  Works,  Buffalo,  a 
house  that  was  established  but  a  short  time  ago,  but  is  to-day  one  of  the  leading 
manufacturing  concerns  in  its  line  in  Buffalo.  This  house  was  established  by 
George  Nagel,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  and  January  1,  1896,  D.  J.  Schwartz 
was  admitted  to  membership.  They  are  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  all  kinds  of 
office  railings,  elevator  enclosures,  door  and  window  screens,  settees,  chairs,  flower 
stands,  etc. 

Thebaud,  Joseph  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Victor  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Britton)  Thebaud, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  1,  1875.  He  acquired  a  liberal  education  from  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city.  His  first  business  experience  was  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  as  assistant  cashier,  and  in  March,  1892, 
he  was  advanced  to  .the  responsible  position  of  cashier,  which  position  he  now 
occupies. 

Hausauer,  Michael,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county, 
N.  Y.,  October  5,  1838.  His  education  from  schools  was  meager  and  confined  to  the 
elementary  grades.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Philip  Becker,  where  he  remained  as  a  clerk  until  1865,  when  he  secured 
an  interest  in  the  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  thirty-five  years.  In  October, 
1893,  he  purchased  the  Lettit  Candy  Company's  establishment,  which  he  has  since 
conducted,  doing  a  large  and  successful  business.  The  firm  is  now  known  as  the 
Buffalo  Candy  Company,  of  which  his  son,  G.  M.  Hausauer,  and  W.  J.  Zittell  are 
also  members. 

Russell,  Fred  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Darius  F.  and  Maria  S.  (Van  Ostrand)  Russell, 
was  born  at  Marion,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  August  29,  1868.  He  was  educated  at 
Marion  Collegiate  Institute,  also  at  Eastman  Business  College.  In  1889  he  removed 
to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  until  1893,  when  he  began  the 
study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  17,  1896,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  married  Emily  Gorton  of  Bel- 
mont, N.  Y.,  October  4,  1893. 

Lutz,  John  C,  &  Bro.,  Buffalo. — This  concern,  which  has  attained  a  reputation  all 
over  the  country,  was  established  about  the  year  1868  by  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Kor- 
zelius,  who  were  succeeded  by  A.  Neupert  &  Co.  in  1876,  and  by  the  present  pro- 
prietors August  1,  1894,  and  owing  to  the  skill  and  tact  displayed,  their  enterprise 
has  prospered  from  its  inception,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  in  order  to  meet  the  con- 
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stantly  growing  demand  for  their  artistic  work,  they  have  been  compelled  to  increase 
their  facilities  from  time  to  time,  until  now  they  find  themselves  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  largest  industries  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  The  stock  carried  by  them  em- 
braces all  standard  goods  and  imported  and  domestic  novelties  in  artistic  and  plain 
paper  hangings,  bronzes,  embossed  and  solid  gilts,  window  shades  and  fixtures  of 
every  kind.  Both  are  liberal,  energetic,  enterprising  gentlemen  and  worthy  citi- 
zens, who  have  contributed  much  to  bring  Buffalo  to  her  present  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  position. 

Lyth,  John,  &  Sons,  Buffalo. — This  well  known  house  was  established  in  1857  by 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  and  has  grown  to  be  one  of  extensive  proportions 
and  operates  the  Buffalo  Sewer  Pipe  Works,  located  at  Angola,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
with  branches  and  yards  in  Buffalo.  They  employ  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  men 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  manufacture  of  sewer  pipe  they  also  make  farm  drain- 
tile  and  fire-proof  building  material.  The  house  has  been  so  long  and  favorably 
known  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  composing  it  are  A  No.  1 
business  men  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term. 

Fornes,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city  in  July,  1847,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Niagara  county.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  the 
grocery  of  Jacob  Seabold  as  clerk,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of 
this  service  he  was  employed  by  the  dry  goods  house  of  Hamlin  &  Mensin  for  a  short 
time,  when  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  his  own  account,  continuing  in 
that  business  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  He  then  formed  a  copartnership  with  his 
brother,  C.  V.  Fornes,  under  the  style  of  C.  V.  Fornes  &  Co.,  importers  of  woolens, 
which  is  to-day  one  of  the  largest  houses  of  the  kind  in  New  York  city  and  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Fornes  is  of  French-German  descent,  and  was  married  June  21,  1870,  to  Frances 
A.  Doll  of  Buffalo. 

Moore,  Jerome  S. ,  has  been  prominent  in  the  fire  insurance  business  of  Buffalo  for  the 
past  twenty-seven  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Moore  &  Keating. 
He  was  born  in  Victory,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1844,  Mr.  Moore  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  music  circles,  having  been  director  of  the  Cedar  Street  Baptist  church 
choir  for  fifteen  years  and  of  the  North  Presbyterian  church  choir  for  five  years. 
He  is  now  director  of  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  church  choir.  Among  Masonic 
circles  he  has  also  been  quite  prominent,  being  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Fix  «&  Roty,  Buffalo. — This  enterprising  house  was  established  by  the  present  pro- 
prietors in  June,  1892.  They  occupy  a  substantial  three  story  brick  building  20  by 
100  feet  at  808  Main  street,  and  carry  a  full  line  of  hardware,  stoves,  house  furnish- 
ing goods,  tinware,  etc.,  their  leading  specialty  being  the  Scranton  Stove  Works  line 
of  Dockash  ranges  and  parlor  stoves,  a  line  of  superior  goods  for  which  they  have  a 
steady  sale.    They  also  make  a  specialty  of  all  kinds  of  metal  roofing. 

Holmwood,  James,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Sussex,  England,  in  1841,  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Southern  Illinois,  where  they  remained  one 
season  and  returned  to  Buffalo  and  lived  in  the  city  about  two  years;  they  then 
moved  to  the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  where  his  father  bought  a  farm 
and  lived  there  several  years.    In  1862  James  Holmwood  came  to  Buffalo  and  worked 
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in  the  grocery  store  of  Webster  &  Co.  (then  one  of  the  leading  retail  stores)  for  two 
years.  After  that  he  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  Hastings  &  Bell,  whole- 
sale grocers,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  cf  Henry 
Hearne,  wholesale  confectioner,  as  bookkeeper  and  confidential  manager  for  about 
seven  years.  The  following  few  months  he  was  in  Cleveland  engaged  in  the  gal- 
vanizing iron  business,  but  sold  out  and  returned  to  Buffalo.  In  1873  the  firm  of  Sib- 
ley &  Holmwood  was  formed,  of  which  he  is  at  present  a  member.  This  firm  is  one 
of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  confectionery  in  the  United  States  at  present  writing, 
having  recently  moved  to  the  commodious  building,  149-155  Swan  street,  which  was 
erected  expressly  for  their  business,  where  they  have  all  modern  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances to  be  run  by  electricity. 

A.  Brick  &  Son,  Buffalo. — The  foregoing  house  was  established  in  1880  by  E.  A. 
Diebolt,  who  conducted  a  boot  and  shoe  business  until  1891,  when  the  present  pro- 
prietors bought  the  business  and  have  since  been  engaged  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe 
business,  at  the  above  number.  Nicholas  C.  Brick,  who  is  the  manager  and  junior 
member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  19,  1865,  and  was  educated  in 
St.  Joseph's  College. 

Atwood  &  Light,  162  Pearl  street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  opposite  Erie  County  Bank. — For 
a  new  house,  the  above  named  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  the  face  of  eager 
and  determined  competition.  This  house  was  established  in  1894  by  its  present  pro- 
prietors, and  in  a  career  of  two  years  it  has  already  built  up  a  very  large  and  suc- 
cessful business.  The  factory  equipment  is  first  class,  embracing  all  the  modern 
machinery  of  approved  and  practical  value,  and  the  bicycles  turned  out  by  them  are 
of  the  best  material  and  workmanship.  Each  member  of  the  firm  is  a  thoroughly 
practical  man,  experienced  in  his  business,  capable  and  industrious. 

Washburn,  Winslow  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Sleightsburg,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1867. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  also  the  Kingston  (N.  Y.)  Acad- 
emy, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1880.  He  then  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  boot  and  shoe  house  of  Thing  &  Co. ,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  their 
branch  house.    January  3,  1891,  he  married  Estella  Hanyan  of  West  Point,  N.  Y. 

Tallmage,  Millard  F.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Nunda,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  July 
13,  1854.  After  obtaining  from  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  machinist  trade,  working  at  that  about  six 
years.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  J.  B. 
Pierce  (who  was  conducting  one  of  the  largest  stove,  furnace  and  house  furnishing 
stores  in  the  city),  where,  as  the  result  of  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  business, 
in  1881  he  obtained  an  interest  in  the  business,  together  with  his  brother,  the  style 
of  the  firm  becoming  J.  B.  Pierce  &  Co.,  which  copartnership  continued  until  the 
spring  of  1887,  when  Mr.  Pierce  retired  and  the  business  was  then  conducted  by 
Tallmage  Bros.  (H.  K.  and  M.  F.  Tallmage).  This  firm  continued  until  1892,  when 
Horace  K.  Tallmage  retired  and  Millard  F.  has  since  conducted  the  business  alone. 
From  his  earliest  life  Mr.  Tallmage  has  ever  manifested  qualities  of  a  high  order, 
and  by  his  industry  and  perseverance  has  amassed  a  considerable  fortune,  and  is 
one  of  Erie  county's  most  successful  business  men.    Being  governed  by  a  high  sense 
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of  honor  and  of  a  social  nature,  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Cockburn  Bros.  &  Co.,  Buffalo. — This  well  known  concern  was  founded  by  J.  S. 
and  J.  W.  Cockburn  in  1891,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  proprietors  in  1893. 
The  firm  of  Cockburn  Bros.  &  Co.  is  the  leading  builder  of  concrete  sidewalks  and 
floors  in  Western  New  York,  and  has  established  a  reputation  all  over  the  country 
because  of  the  superior  material  and  workmanship  employed,  and  the  good  tact  and 
originality  displayed.  The  firm  employs  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  men. 
Messrs.  Cockburn  Bros  are  also  general  contractors  in  concrete.  Theirs  is  the 
only  firm  in  Western  New  York  that  has  undertaken  to  construct  a  building  entirely 
in  concrete — walls,  floors,  stairs  and  roof,  all  of  this  material. 

Haertel,  E.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  born  March  27,  1862,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  fur  business  since  a  small  boy.  Before  coming  to  this  country  he 
worked  in  different  fur  manufactories  in  Italy,  France  and  England,  where  he 
obtained  a  knowledge  that  has  been  useful  to  him  since  coming  to  Buffalo.  The 
firm  of  E.  Haertel  &  Co.,  fur  manufacturers,  was  established  in  1890  by  the  present 
proprietor.  Mr.  Haertel  employs  from  eight  to  ten  skilled  fur  workers  and  enjoys  a 
large  and  growing  business, 

Tyng,  Pierre  Kissam,  Buft'alo,  is  a  son  of  Alexander  Griswold  and  Lucy  (Brother- 
son)  Tyng,  and  was  born  at  Peoria,  111.,  April  21,  1868.  After  completing  his  edu- 
cation he  spent  two  years  in  mercantile  business  m  Peoria  and  at  the  end  of  this 
time  entered  the  service  of  N.  W.  Harris  &  Co.,  bankers,  of  Chicago,  New  York 
and  Boston.  He  served  four  years  in  Chicago  as  assistant  manager  of  the  financial 
department,  and  while  in  New  York  for  four  years  was  assistant  manager  of  the 
sales  department  of  the  same  banking  firm.  In  January,  1894,  he  removed  to  Buf- 
falo and  in  company  with  Joseph  S.  Bryant  and  his  brother,  Lucien  H.  Tyng, 
formed  the  firm  of  P.  K.  Tyng  &  Co.,  investment  bankers,  dealing  in  municipal 
bonds  and  local  securities.  Mr.  Tyng  is  quite  prominently  identified  in  a  number  of 
societies  of  Buffalo,  bemg  president  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange,  which  was  re- 
organized in  August,  1896,  and  also  a  member  of  the  EUicott,  Saturn,  Buft'alo  and 
Country  Clubs. 

Illig,  Frank  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city  Decembers,  1853.  After  finishing 
his  elementary  education  he  went  to  work  for  his  father  at  Shepard's,  as  a  mechanic 
in  copper,  tin,  and  sheet  iron  work.  After  seventeen  years'  service  at  this  establish- 
ment he  came  to  the  conclusion  he  would  start  in  business  for  himself,  which  he  did 
in  1883,  engaging  in  the  hardware  and  stove  business  at  No.  541  William  street.  In 
1883  he  was  appointed  civil  service  commissioner  by  Ma^^or  Becker,  and  after  a  year 
he  was  appointed  police  commissioner  to  succeed  Michael  Newell;  this  was  May  7, 
1889,  and  he  served  on  the  board  with  Mayor  Becker  as  president,  and  E.  C.  Shafer 
as  acting  commissioner.  When  Mr.  Shafer  retired  to  assume  the  duties  of  comp- 
troller, Commissioner  Illig  became  acting  police  commissioner.  Shortly  after  retir- 
ing from  the  commissionership  of  the  Police  Department  he  engaged  in  partnership 
with  Conrad  Hammer  in  the  brewing  business.  The  brewery  is  known  as  the  Ger- 
mania  and  is  situated  at  Nos.  1615-1621  Broadway. 

Schopf,  William,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Hanour)  Schopf,  was  born  in 
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Buffalo,  March  21,  1860.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents  coming  to  this  coun- 
try in  1853.  His  education  was  obtained  from  the  pubhc  schools  and  St.  Louis 
Catholic  School,  and  after  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  the  service  of  Peter 
J.  Hanour,  where  he  remained  for  some  years.  He  afterward  removed  to  Bradford, 
Pa.,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  engaged  in  the 
saloon  business  on  his  own  account,  and  as  agent  for  J.  &  A.  McKechnie  Brewing 
Company,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  on  lower  Main  street,  where  he  remained  for  some 
time,  when  he  removed  his  business  to  his  present  location  at  the  corner  of  Michigan 
and  Seneca  streets.  Mr.  Schopf  was  married  in  December,  1879,  to  Sarah  Richey 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  now  have  five  children  to  brighten  their  happy  home. 

Rogers,  George  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Theron  B.  and  Julia  Barbara  Rogers,  was  born 
in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  September  4,  1861.  He  came  to  Buffalo  and  his 
first  business  engagement  was  with  John  Thomas,  169  Allen  street,  in  a  drug  store 
as  "  boy."  He  later  was  employed  as  errand  boy  by  William  Coulson,  with  whom 
he  rose  to  a  clerkship.  From  there  he  took  a  position  with  W.  H.  Smith  (now  known 
by  the  name  of  Smith's  Drug  store,  402  Michigan  street,  corner  of  Eagle)  in  1881, 
and  was  manager  of  the  same  for  ten  years  up  to  November  16,  1896,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  store  of  Mrs.  G.  B.  S.  Terry  (widow).  Mr.  Rogers  graduated  from  the 
Buffalo  University  of  Pharmacy  March  25,  1890 ;  received  the  Erie  County  Board 
license  April  5,  1890,  and  the  New  York  State  Board  license  March  4,  1890.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Buffalo  College  of  Pharmacy ;  also  of  the  Erie  County 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Broadway  Foundry  Company,  Buffalo. — This  business  was  founded  by  Messrs.  J. 
W.  Pohlmann  and  J.  C.  Kohlmann  in  1887,  who  conducted  it  until  January  1,  1891, 
when  Edward  Walter  became  a  partner.  Mr.  Pohlmann  has  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  offices  and  financial  affairs,  while  Mr.  Kohlmann  controls  the  foundry 
and  Mr.  Walter  gives  his  attention  to  the  stove  department.  They  make  a  specialty 
of  the  famous  Walter  ranges  and  stoves.  The  partners  are  widely  known  Buffalo 
men  and  are  active  competitors  for  business. 

Ough,  Richard  A.,  Buffalo,  is  of  Scotch-English  descent,  his  parents  coming  to 
America  in  1831  and  settling  in  Cobourg,  Ont.,  where  Richard  A,  was  born,  June 
25,  1852.  The  foundation  of  his  education  was  laid  at  his  native  town;  he  finished 
his  schooling,  however,  in  the  schools  of  the  United  States.  After  completing  a  full 
course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  at  Cleveland,  O.,  he  entered  the 
service  of  S.  Brenard  &  Sons,  music  publishing  house,  taking  full  charge  of  the 
music  plate  printing  department,  where  he  remained  until  1869,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Augusta,  Ga.  He  remained  there  a  short  time  when  he  returned  to 
Cleveland  to  his  former  position  and  in  1871  removed  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  fire  insurance  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  1873,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  with  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson,  taking 
charge  of  one  of  their  departments.  From  1878  to  1883  he  had  charge  of  the  ship- 
ping, receiving  and  stock  department  of  Cosack  &  Co.,  lithographers;  he  was  travel- 
ing salesman  for  Gies  &  Co.  one  year.  In  1884  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr. 
Lockwood,  under  the  firm  name  of  Lockwood  &  Ough,  dealers  in  commercial  sta- 
tionery, which  continued  until  1896,  when  the  firm  dissolved,  Mr.  Ough  continuing 
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the  business  at  the  old  stand.  Mr.  Ough  is  affiHated  with  many  societies,  being  a 
life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  In  Masonic  circles  he  has  attained 
high  honors,  being  a  past  master  of  Queen  City  Lodge  No.  358 ;  he  is  also  a  member 
of  Keystone  Chapter  No.  163,  Keystone  Council  No.  20,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 
mandery  No.  30,  Knights  Templar.  In  February,  1880,  he  married  Mary  Eggers  of 
Buffalo. 

Bingham,  George  C,  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Crocker  Fertilizer  and 
Chemical  Company,  Buffalo,  is  a  remarkable  example  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
young  men,  by  their  own  unaided  efforts,  can  rise  to  positions  of  great  trust  and 
responsibility.  His  early  days  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  Vermont,  and  his 
education  was  confined  to  a  district  school  and  a  neighboring  academy.  After 
teaching  school  successfully  in  his  own  State  and  in  Iowa,  and  reading  law  between 
w^hiles,  he  finally  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1882,  obtaining  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with 
-the  Crocker  Fertilizer  and  Chemical  Company.  After  a  few  years  of  faithful  ser- 
vice he  was  promoted  to  the  secretaryship,  and  has  recently  been  elected  to  the  office 
he  now  holds.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Maria  Smedley  Bingham,  and  was 
born  in  January,  1859.  In  September,  1887,  he  married  Julia,  daughter  of  Oscar 
Cobb  of  Buffalo. 

Kirk  Printing  Company,  Buffalo. — This  concern  was  established  by  E.  H.  Hutch- 
inson in  1871,  whom  the  present  firm  succeeded  in  August,  1896.  They  have  prem- 
ises 30  by  125  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  at  71-73  West  Eagle  street.  The  facilities 
possessed  by  this  firm  are  unsurpassed,  every  department  being  complete  in  itself. 
They  do  a  general  printing  business,  including  embossing  and  catalogue  work. 

Brown,  C.  Kirby,  Buffalo,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  homeopathic  drug 
trade  for  about  seventeen  years,  was  born  in  Michigan  on  the  11th  of  July,  1865.  He 
received  a  good  public  school  education,  was  graduated  from  the  Chicago  College  of 
Pharmacy  in  1889,  after  a  full  three  years'  course,  and  is  registered  as  a  pharmacist 
b}'-  examination  in  both  Michigan  and  Illinois,  In  1891  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  man- 
ager of  Halsey's  Homeopathic  Pharmacy  on  East  Eagle  street,  and  five  years  later 
succeeded  Halsey  Brothers  as  sole  proprietor.  This  is  emphatically  a  homeopathic 
pharmacy,  dealing  only  in  medicines  and  supplies  used  by  physicians  and  the  pub- 
lic who  incline  to  that  school.  Every  article  is  of  the  purest  and  highest  grade 
known  to  the  profession.  His  store  is  both  unique  and  interesting  in  its  interior 
arrangements,  and  has  achieved  a  wide  reputation,  although  conducted  in  an  un- 
ostentatious manner  Mr.  Brown  is  a  courteous  and  honorable  business  man,  and 
has  thoroughly  earned  a  name  for  reliability  and  enterprise. 

Cook,  Fayette  A.,  was  born  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua  county,  N.Y.,  June  21,1836. 
In  1844  his  parents  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
After  acquiring  a  liberal  education  he  entered  the  comptroller's  office,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  short  time,  and  then  entered  the  service  of  the  Western  Insurance 
Company.  In  1874  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  on  his  own  account,  represent- 
ing the  Milwaukee  Mechanics,  the  Michigan  Fire  and  Marine  of  Detroit,  the  Grand 
Rapids  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  the  Newark  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Newark,  etc.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Cook  on  February  .18,  1886, 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Caroline  F.,  has  taken  charge  of  the  business,  in  which  .she  is  still 
engaged. 
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Lewis,  Leonard  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y. , 
February  13,  1848.  His  parents  removed  to  Buffalo  when  he  was  four  years  of  age, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  His  first  employment  was  in  the  New  York 
Central  office  where  he  learned  telegraphy,  remaining  in  their  employ  for  three 
years.  He  then  entered  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  office  where  he  remained  for  a  like 
period,  when  he  engaged  in  the  live  stock  commission  business,  forming  a  copart- 
nership with  T.  L.  Kerr;  the  firm  afterward  became  Kerr  Bros.  &  Co.,  then  Kerr, 
Taylor  &  Co. ,  then  the  present  style  of  Kerr,  Lewis  &  Co.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Live  Stock  Association,  also  a  director  of  the  East  Buffalo  Live 
Stock  Exchange  Company. 

Huntley,  Charles  R. ,  general  manager  of  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Co.,  M^as 
born  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  October  13,  1854,  a  son  of  Russell  and  Clarinda 
(Talbot)  Huntley.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Utica  and  the  High 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1870.  In  January,  1888,  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  was  employed  at  various  electric  plants  and  now  holds  the  responsible 
position  of  general  manager  of  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Co.  Mr.  Huntley  was 
married  in  June,  1878,  to  Ida,  daughter  of  William  Richardson  of  Buffalo. 

Crage,  Donato  A.,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Crage  &  Tench,  Buffalo,  is  a 
native  of  Italy,  where  he  was  born  June  3,  1852.  When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  w^as  variously  employed  for  several  years. 
In  1895  in  company  with  Mr.  Tench  they  engaged  in  the  banking  and  contracting 
business;  they  also  do  a  large  wholesale  liquor  and  cigar  business.  Mr.  Crage  was 
married  February  21,  1887,  to  Mary  Ryan  of  Canada. 

Faxon,  W.  H.,  Buffalo. — The  firm  of  Faxon,  Williams  &  Faxon,  of  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  senior  member,  was  established  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1870, 
moving  to  Buffalo  in  1889,  and  has  been  remarkably  successful,  occupying  one  of 
the  handsomest  buildings  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  (the  Mooney  &  Brisbane),  extending 
from  Main  to  Washington  streets,  with  all  requisite  facihties  for  the  transaction  of 
a  first  class  business.  In  addition  to  this  establishment  they  own  and  operate 
stores  in  Lockport,  Niagara  Falls  and  two  in  Buffalo,  including  the  famous  Fulton 
Market,  which  they  purchased  of  Stafford  Bros,  in  1892.  In  addition  to  a  large  and 
carefully  selected  stock  of  all  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  they  manufacture  all  their 
own  confectionery,  bread  and  cakes.  Both  members  of  the  firm  are  thorough  going 
business  men  and  have  the  happy  faculty  of  retaining  and  constantly  adding  to 
their  circle  of  customers. 

Stevens,  George  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  the  village  of  Knowlesville,  Orleans 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  16,  1867.  He  attended  the  village  school,  the  Medina  Free 
Academy  and  the  Albion  High  School.  In  1886  he  graduated  from  the  Clinton  Lib- 
eral Institute,  a  business  college  at  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.  In  September,  1886,  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  the  office  of  Lee,  Holland  &  Co.  of  Buffalo  and  remained  with 
this  company  until  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  which  was  in  1890.  Since 
that  time  he  has  represented  the  Wood  Mosaic  Company  of  Rochester,  makers  of 
parquet  floors,  etc.  September  15,  1892,  he  married  Delia  S.  Young  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  George  H.  Young  of  Buffalo. 

Heinold,  Charles  J.,  Buffalo. — A  self-made  man,  genial  and  kindly  to  all,  judi- 
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ciously  liberal,  is  Charles  J.  Heinold,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  November  27,  1847. 
Socially  and  commercially,  Mr.  Heinold  ranks  pre-eminently  among  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Buffalo.  In  1854  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  this  country.  His  edu- 
cation from  schools  was  meager  and  confined  to  the  elementary  grade.  His  first 
business  experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  where  he  remained  for  three  years, 
when  he  resigned  his  position  to  accept  a  like  position  with  E.  D.  Halman,  in  whose 
employ  he  continued  for  two  years.  By  hard  work  and  undaunted  perseverance  he 
accumulated  |140,  and  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  at  the  corner  of 
North  Division  and  Pine  streets,  where  he  remained  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and 
later  at  Broadway  and  Bennett  streets  for  nmeteen  years,  wholesale  and  retail.  He 
then  removed  to  his  present  location,  No.  315  Broadway,  where  he  has  since  con- 
ducted a  wholesale  grocery  and  liquor  house.  Success  followed  him  in  this  venture, 
and  even  at  the  present  time  he  is  largely  interested  in  not  a  few  enterprises  which 
have  for  their  aim  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  city  of  which  he  has  for  so  many 
years  been  an  honored  and  respected  citizen. 

Langdon,  George  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  March  23,  1861.  The 
first  work  he  did  was  m  the  employ  of  a  chair  manufactory.  November  3,  1878,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Green,  Huddleston  &  Co.,  in  the  live  stock  business  at  Cin- 
cinnati, with  whom  he  was  engaged  for  twelve  years.  Huddleston,  Hubbard  &  Co. 
succeeded  Green,  Huddleston  &  Co.  at  the  end  of  that  period,  and  he  entered  their 
employ.  This  firm  opened  a  branch  house  at  the  New  York  Central  Stock  Yards, 
Buffalo,  and  Mr.  Langdon  rem^oved  there  as  their  hog  salesman  on  the  26th  of  March, 
1891,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  March  1,  1895,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Ed.  L.  Woodward  and  Foster  Geffs,  under  the  firm  name  of  Langdon, 
Woodward  &  Geffs.  They  are  still  engaged  in  the  live  stock  commission  business 
at  Room  17  Live  Stock  Exchange,  East  Buffalo. 

Burchfield,  Russell  O.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Reuben  J.  and  Alice  A.  (Stansbury)  Burch- 
field,  was  born  in  Masillon,  Ohio,  March  8] ,  1873.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  R.  R.  as  a  collector,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he  entered  the  office  of  Langdon,  Wood- 
ward &  Geffs,  remaining  but  a  few  months  when  he  took  charge  of  the  office  and 
books  of  B.  C.  Shepard,  his  present  position.  Mr.  Burchfield  is  a  young  man  with 
exceptional  ability  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

Gibbs,  John  W.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  coming  to  New  York  State  in 
1870.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  Alfred  University,  subsequently  taking  a  full  course  at  the  Elmira  Business 
College.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Felch  engaged  in 
the  drug  business,  which  copartnership  continued  for  several  years.  Mr.  Gibbs  is  a 
graduate  of  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Pharmacy.  In  1895  he  established  the 
Buffalo  Mackintosh  Co.,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  building  business  since  1892.  He  was  married  May,  3,  1892, 
to  Julia  E.  French,  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  French  of  Buffalo. 

Choate,  Rufus  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
October  5,  1840,  and  educated  in  the  pubhc  schools  and  the  Clarence  Academy, 
graduating  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.    He  traveled  through  the 
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West  for  one  year.  He  returned  in  the  spring  of  1861  and  at  the  call  to  arms  was 
one  of  the  first  as  a  three  months  volunteer.  After  his  discharge  he  became 
identified  with  the  lake  transportation  business  and  in  1866  was  appointed  general 
passenger  agent  of  all  the  Chicago  lake  lines,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
twenty-two  years.  He  is  now  a  large  dealer  in  real  estate,  also  president  of  the 
South  Buffalo  Business  Men's  Association  and  president  of  several  land  companies, 
loan  associations,  and  the  South  Buffalo  Land  Exchange.  On  April  10,  1866,  he 
married  Ellen  Strickler  of  Clarence ;  they  now  reside  in  South  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Young,  Jasper  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jasper  B.  and  Evaline  (Abby)  Young,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Amherst,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1840.  He  attended  both  public 
and  private  schools,  also  the  Williamsville  Academy.  His  first  business  experience 
was  with  an  engineer  corps  on  the  Chicago  and  Great  Eastern  Railroad.  At  the 
end  of  this  service  he  entered  the  State  Engineer's  Department.  He  afterward 
served  on  the  construction  of  the  Wabash  Railroad  as  division  engineer  and  on  the 
completion  of  the  road  was  made  resident  engineer  of  the  St.  Louis  division,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  1871,  when  he  resigned  to  take  charge  of  his  father's 
stone  quarries  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  May,  1865,  he  married 
Neoma  Simons  from  Niagara  county. 

Pottle,  Henry  W.,  is  prominent  among  the  rising  young  lawyers  and  well  known 
men  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  at  Naples,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1872,  and 
was  educated  at  the  High  School  at  Naples,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891. 
He  then  entered  the  Buffalo  Normal  School  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892. 
Having  decided  upon  the  law  as  his  profession,  he  immediately  entered  the  law 
office  of  Harry  D.  Williams  of  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then 
entered  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1895.  as  well  as 
being  admitted  to  the  bar.  This  is  an  imusually  early  age  at  which  to  gain  admis- 
sion to  the  bar,  and  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  maturity  of  the  mind.  Immediately 
after  his  admission  to  practice  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Messrs.  Wood  and 
Gibbons,  under  the  style  of  Wood,  Gibbons  &  Pottle.  This  firm  has  been  deservedly 
successful  and  has  built  up  a  substantial  and  reputable  clientage. 

North,  Charles  J.,  Buffalo. — Among  the  many  prominent  insurance  men,  none  is 
more  conspicuous  than  Charles  J.  North.  He  was  born  at  Chazy,  N.  Y.,  May  13, 
1847,  and  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1873,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  conducted 
business.  In  1881  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Vedder  in  insurance  and  the 
firm  of  North  &  Vedder  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  leading  insurance  firms  in 
Western  New  York.  Mr.  North  was  married  June  30,  1881,  to  Dora,  daughter  of 
Prof.  Horace  Briggs. 

Jokl,  Alois,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Austria,  May  27,  1859.  His  elementary 
education  was  received  in  his  native  country,  and  in  1889  he  was  graduated  from  a 
medical  college  in  Vienna,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  following  year  he 
came  to  America  and  entered  the  Niagara  University,  graduating  from  the  medical 
department  in  1892.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
From  1892  to  1894  he  was  engaged  in  practice  in  Colorado,  but  since  that  time  he 
has  resided  in  Buffalo. 

Hinkly,  George  B.,  Buffalo, — Among  the  houses  prominently  identified  with  the 
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manufacture  of  blank  books  and  bookbinding,  none  occupies  a  more  advanced  posi- 
tion than  that  of  George  B.  Hinkly.  This  business  was  established  in  1888.  Mr. 
Hinkly  is  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  learned  the  business  there ;  starting  at  the  foot  of 
the  ladder,  he  mastered  every  detail  with  a  degree  and  tact  that  counted  in  his 
favor.  That  he  has  made  a  grand  and  growing  success  of  his  Buffalo  venture,  there 
is  no  room  for  question. 

Rausch,  William,  is  a  native  born  Buffalonian  and  has  always  resided  in  that  city. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo.  After  a  short  time  in 
the  grocery  business  he  entered  the  service  of  French  &  Kirkholder,  wholesale 
dealers  in  wooden  and  willow  ware,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  about  twelve 
years,  three  years  as  bookkeeper  and  nine  years  as  traveling  salesman.  In  1893  he 
succeeded  Mr.  French  and  the  firm  name  was  then  changed  to  Kirkholder  &  Rausch ; 
this  firm  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  between  New  York  and 
Chicago,  and  occupies  the  entire  building  at  No.  88  East  Seneca  street,  four  floors 
and  basement,  each  25  by  180  feet.  Mr.  Rausch  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
(Wallkam)  Rausch,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1846. 

Stevens,  Joseph,  Buffalo. — Among  the  many  prominent  live  stock  commission 
brokers,  none  is  more  conspicuous  than  Joseph  Stevens.  He  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
Eng.,  in  1840,  coming  to  this  country  in  1848  and  settling  with  his  parents  in  Hills- 
dale, Mich.  After  completing  his  elementary  education  he  became  engaged  in  the 
buying  and  shipping  of  live  stock.  June  20,  1861,  when  the  call  to  arms  was  heard, 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  Capt.  W.  Lombard's  company,  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  4th  Michigan  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  D.  A.  Woodbury,  at 
Adrian,  Mich.  In  the  Seven  Days  fight  in  front  of  Richmond  he  was  captured  and 
sent  to  Libby  prison,  was  soon  exchanged  on  account  of  sickness  and  sent  to  a 
Philadelphia  hospital,  remaining  there  until  he  received  his  discharge.  He  was 
home  but  one  week  when  he  re-enlisted  and  was  appointed  drill  master  in  Co.  B,  1st 
Michigan  Sharpshooters,  under  the  command  of  Col.  C.  W.  Deland.  On  June  17, 
1864,  he  was  captured  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  sent  to  Andersonville  prison.  In 
the  middle  of  April,  1865,  he,  with  nearly  2,000  others,  was  exchanged  and  put 
aboard  the  ill-fated  steamer  Sultana  and  started  for  home;  seven  miles  above 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  she  blew  up,  killing  1,500.  This  was  one  of  the  most  terrible 
steamboat  disasters  that  history  has  ever  recorded.  Mr.  Stevens  was  picked  up  off 
of  a  bale  of  hay  unconscious  and  nearly  dead  by  a  gun  boat  and  taken  to  Memphis 
Hospital,  where  he  stayed  for  several  days  until  he  was  able  to  be  taken  home.  In 
1876  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  formed  a  copartnership  with  John  McDonough, 
under  the  style  of  McDonough  &  Stevens,  live  stock  commission  brokers,  which  firm 
continued  for  two  years,  it  then  becoming  McDonough,  Stevens  &  Dunning.  Upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  McDonough  a  few  years  later  it  was  changed  to  Dunning  & 
Stevens,  which  firm  still  continues.  May  1,  1866,  he  married  Julia  Hawkins  of 
Sturgis,  Mich.,  formerly  of  Lockport,  N.  Y. 

Gibson,  Charles  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  January  20,  1835.  He  attend- 
ed the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  after  completing  his  elementary  education  he 
was  given  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Sandusky  and  Cincinnati  Railway  line,  and 
afterward  became  a  clerk  on  a  passenger  steamer  running  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago. 
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In  1861  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  O.  L.  Nims,  under  the  firm  name  of  Nims  & 
Gibson,  which  was  continued  until  1867,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  In 
1873  he  formed  a  partnership  with  G.  J.  Whitney,  dealer  in  grain,  and  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Whitney  in  1879  he  continued  in  business  with  a  son  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
James  W.,  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  under  the  style  of  Whitney  & 
Gib.son, 

Teller,  George  R.,  Buffalo,  senior  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Teller  & 
Hunsicker,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  June  6,  1847,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  and  private  schools.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  employ 
of  what  was  then  the  American  Transportation  Co.  He  successively  passed  all  the 
clerical  stations,  until  he  became  manager  of  the  office,  which  was  in  1869.  On  the 
14th  of  March,  1870,  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  company  to  enter  the  service 
of  Messrs.  Winslow  who  were  at  that  time  the  largest  and  most  extensive  owners  of 
vessel  property  on  the  lakes.  In  January,  1877,  he  associated  himself  with  Mr,  Will- 
iam G.  Winslow  and  engaged  in  the  grain  commission  business,  under  the  style  of 
William  G.  Winslow  «&  Co.  This  firm  continued  until  January,  1882,  when  Mr. 
Teller  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  William  B.  Cutter,  which  partnership  was 
continued  but  a  short  time  and  Mr.  Teller  assumed  the  management  of  the  H.  J. 
Winslow  estate.  On  October  1,  1891,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Joseph  L. 
Hunsicker,  which  partnership  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time. 

Vosburgh,  John  L. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Newark,  N.  Y.,  August  14,  1852,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Newark  Academy.  Mr.  Vosburgh' s  first  business  experience  was 
with  the  wholesale  paper  house  of  Ailing  &  Cory,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  first  as  office 
boy,  subsequently  becoming  their  traveling  salesman.  Wishing  to  learn  the  station- 
ery business,  he  resigned  his  position  with  Ailing  &  Cory  and  went  with  George  L. 
Stratton,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  Scranton,  Wetmore  &  Co.  and 
traveled  for  them  until  1882,  when  he  organized  the  firm  of  Vosburgh,  Whiting  & 
Co  ,  which  is  now  one  of  the  largest  stationery  concerns  between  New  York  and 
Chicago.  November  16,  1882,  he  married  Miss  Carrie  Wittlesey,  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Wittlesey,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Kelsey,  Schutt  &  Co.,  Agents  of  the  Kelsey  Corrugated  Warm  Air  Furnace,  615 
Main  street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. — The  firm  of  Kelsey,  Schutt  &  Co,  is  composed  of 
Messrs.  Roland  S,  Kelsey,  Louis  E.  Schutt  and  Everett  P,  Schutt  and  do  a  general 
business  as  heating  and  ventilating  engineers,  but  make  a  leading  specialty  of  the 
furnishing  and  installation  of  the  Kelsey  Corrugated  Furnace,  Mr,  R.  S.  Kelsey 
came  from  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  business,  and  was  employed  as 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Kelsey  Furnace  Co.  before  forming  the  copartnership  of 
Kelsey,  Schutt  &  Co.  in  Buffalo  nearly  five  years  ago.  Mr,  Kelsey  is  a  brother  of 
William  W.  Kelsey,  the  inventor  and  organizer  of  the  Kelsey  Furnace  Co.,  who  are 
manufacturers  of  the  furnace  at  Syracuse.  Mr.  L.  E.  Schutt  came  from  Cortland,, 
N.  Y.  He  has  charge  of  the  office,  being  a  practical  bookkeeper  and  stenographer. 
Mr.  Schutt  has  a  large  and  popular  acquaintance,  who  never  tire  in  saying  good 
words  for  the  character  of  the  work  executed  by  this  firm.  Mr.  E.  P.  Schutt  is  the  father 
of  L.  E.  Schutt,  whose  years  of  practical  experience  in  general  mechanics  add  ma- 
terially to  the  growing  success  which  this  firm  enjoys  in  establishing  this  "  modern 
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departure"  in  furnace  construction— being  unlike  all  other  heaters  in  shape  and 
principle,  thus  furnishing  the  most  economical  means  of  thoroughly  heating  resi- 
dences which  has  yet  been  devised. 

Volger  Edward  C,  a  native  and  resident  of  Buffalo,  was  born  March  19,  1857. 
After  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  the  store  of  Volger,  Riebeling  &  Haupt  as 
cash  boy,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  severed  his  connection  with 
this  house  and  entered  the  service  of  S.  O.  Barnum,  becoming  assistant  manager, 
subsequently  becoming  manager,  which  responsible  postion  he  now  holds.  Mr. 
Volger  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents  coming  to  this  country  from  Germany  in 
the  early  fifties.  June  21,  1892,  he  married  Anna  E.  Carmichael,  daughter  of  the 
late  Robert  Carmichael  of  Buffalo. 

Lawrence,  George  A.,  Buffalo. — As  the  pharmacies  of  Buffalo  are  ably  conducted 
and  managed,  a  popular  establishment  of  this  kind  to  which  we  desire  to  direct 
attention  is  that  of  George  A.  Lawrence.  He  was  born  at  the  town  of  Cherry  Creek, 
Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  September  12,  1869.  His  education  was  obtained  from 
the  Ellington  Union  School,  and  after  completing  his  elementary  education  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  pharmacy  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  University  in  the 
class  of  1891.  May  1,  1891,  he  succeeded  Dr.  C.  W.  Gould  (his  former  employer),  in 
the  drug  business  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged. 

Benedict,  Nathan  Gregory,  was  born  in  Jerusalem,  Yates  county,  N.  Y.,  March 
10,  1883,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  September  18,  1892.  He  attended 
in  his  boyhood  the  district  schools,  and  spent  several  winters  at  Franklin  Academy, 
Prattsburg,  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.  He  began  teaching  at  seventeen  in  country 
schools,  boarding  around,  building  fires,  etc.,  and  receiving  four  or  five  dollars  a 
week.  Later  he  taught  a  private  school  in  Penn  Yan,  Yates  county,  for  a  year  or 
more  very  successfully.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  May,  1855,  to  take  charge  of  School 
No.  2  on  the  Terrace,  continuing  there  for  seven  years.  He  became  principal  of 
School  No.  82  on  Cedar  street,  near  Clinton,  in  May,  1862,  remaining  in  charge  till 
his  death  in  1892.  He  spent  thirty- seven  years  in  these  two  schools,  and  his  work 
has  had  a  marked  influence  for  good  over  the  thousands  of  pupils  who  have  passed 
them.  He  was  a  good  disciplinarian,  a  thorough  instructor,  and  personally  inter- 
ested in  his  pupils,  so  that  he  held  their  affection  and  respect.  The  cleanliness, 
order,  quiet  and  high  moral  tone  of  his  schools  were  always  remarkable.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Delaware  Avenue  church  for  many  years.  He  was  a  very 
active  and  efficient  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  which  he  was  president  for  five 
consecutive  years,  during  which  the  fine  building  belonging  to  the  association  was 
erected,  calling  for  much  effort  on  his  part,  which  added  much  to  the  ill  health 
which-was  beginning  to  seriously  affect  him.  He  was  married  in  1857  to  Gracia  S. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Rensellaer  Smith.  - 

Clark,  Irving  D.,  has  been  identified  with  the  Buffalo  Association  of  Uriderwriters 
since  February.  1889,  and  is  prominent  among  the  insurance  men  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  February  7,  1858,  and  was 
educated  at  Griffith  Institute.  His  first  business  venture  was  in  the  insurance  office 
of  H.  H.  Spencer  at  Hamburg.  Three  years  of  this  service  gave  him  considerable 
insight  into  the  elements  and  principles  of  business  and  thus  paved  the  way  for  a 
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business  of  his  own  at  Springville,  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  In  1887  he  re- 
moved to  Lockport  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  In  1888  was  made 
cashier  of  the  Hawley  Salt  Company,  where  he  remained  until  February,  1889,  when 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Buffalo  Association  of  Fire  Underwriters.  In  March, 
1891,  he  became  manager  of  the  rating  department  of  this  association,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  occupies.  There  is  no  doubt  however  that  the  important  duties  assigned 
to  Mr.  Clark  have  been  most  faithfully  and  efficiently  performed  and  the  success  of 
the  business  must  be  ascribed  in  a  large  measure  to  him. 

Nicklis,  Eldred  E.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  William  and  Lucy  Elizabeth  (Fish)  Nicklis 
and  was  born  in  Buffalo  on  the  25th  of  March,  1869.  His  grandfather,  William 
Nicklis,  sr.,  was  for  many  years  a  leading  merchant  tailor  at  No.  27  Main  street, 
Buffalo,  founding  the  business  which  has  long  been  conducted  by  his  descendants. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  sons  under  the  style  of  Nicklis  Bros.  ;  this  firm  was 
followed  by  William  Nicklis,  jr.,  and  he  by  Nicklis  &  Rix,  who  were  succeeded  by 
Nicklis  &  Co.,  of  which  Eldred  E.  was  a  member.  William  Nicklis,  jr.,  died  in 
March,  1886,  aged  forty-four  years  and  eight  months.  Eldred  E.  Nicklis  learned 
the  tailor's  trade  with  his  father,  and,  as  stated,  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Nicklis  &  Co.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  withdrew  and  spent  four  years  in  mining  and 
farming  in  the  West.  Returning  to  Buffalo  on  January  1,  1895,  he  soon  afterward 
engaged  in  the  tailoring  business  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  North  Division  streets. 
On  January  14,  1897,  the  Fashion  Company  was  incorporated  wnth  Mr.  Nicklis  as 
president. 

Doty,  George  G.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Cornelius  B.  and  Rebecca  Doty,  and  was 
born  m  Hartford,  Conn.,  April  1,  1862.  Cornelius  B.  Doty  enlisted  in  the  16th 
Conn.  Vols.,  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded  and  honorably  dis- 
charged, and  afterward  moved  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  later  to  Sparrow's  Point, 
Md.,  where  he  died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  He  was  a  brick  manufacturer. 
George  G.  Doty  was  educated  in  the  High  School  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  for  about  two  and  a  half  years  the  cashier  of  a  large  dry  goods  store.  He 
subsequently  held  similar  positions  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  for  two 
vears  each.  In  1888  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  manager  for  A.  R.  Morse,  one  of  the 
leading  men's  furnishers  of  the  city,  located  at  No.  289  Main  street,  and  in  1891 
purchased  the  business,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  uninterrupted  success, 
moving  it  to  his  present  location  at  No.  523  Main  street  in  1895.  He  also  manufac- 
tures fine  custom  shirts,  and  has  one  of  the  best  appointed  establishments  in 
Buffalo.    March  10,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  J.  Boylen,  of  Elmira. 

Tench,  William  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Earlville,  Iowa,  in  June,  1856.  He 
received  his  elementary  education  at  the  public  schools,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Toronto  University  in  1887.  After  graduation  he  engaged  in  railroad  work  and 
his  first  experience  was  as  a  civil  engineer  on  the  Geneva  and  Lyons  Railroad,  after 
which  he  was  assistant  engineer  on  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road for  two  years.  He  then  engaged  in  building  railroads  and  his  first  work  was 
that  of  the  Hamilton  and  Northwestern  Railroad  of  Canada,  and  different  railroads 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  In  1893  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
D.  A.  Crage  and  since  that  time  they  have  built  the  Great  Gorge  Road,  the  Lewis- 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


135 


ton  and  Youngstown  Frontier  Electric  Railroad,  and  the  Buffalo  and  Susquehanna 
Railroad.  This  firm  is  the  largest  employer  of  Italian  labor  in  the  country,  giving 
steady  employment,  to  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  workmen.  They  also 
conduct  two  large  wholesale  grocery  stores,  one  in  Buffalo  and  one  in  Niagara  Falls, 
as  well  as  a  private  bank  at  each  plaoe.  They  are  also  agents  for  the  Trans- 
Atlantic  Steamship  Company,  and  are  general  ticket  agents. 

Weyand,  Charles  M.,  Buffalo,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Christian  Weyand 
Brewing  Company,  is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Magdelen  (Meyer)  Weyand,  and  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  March  1,  1869.  In  order  to  thoroughly  equip  himself  for  the  busi- 
ness of  life  he  intended  to  pursue,  after  passing  through  the  Canisius  College  he  en- 
tered the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  where  he  obtained  a  thorough  busi- 
ness education.  He  immediately  entered  business  with  his  father  and  in  1890,  when 
the  concern  was  made  a  stock  company,  he  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer, 
which  responsible  position  he  now  holds.  He  was  married  in  October,  1891,  to 
Bohumila  Louise  Andele  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  Mr.  Weyand  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  and  the  St.  Louis  Dramatic  Circle. 

Weyand,  John  A.,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  Christian  Weyand 
Brewing  Company,  and  one  of  Buffalo's  most  respected  citizans,  was  born  in  that 
city,  December  8,  1859.  He  early  evinced  a  desire  to  acquire  an  education  and  after 
passing  through  the  public  schools  and  Canisius  College  he  entered  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Busmess  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  before  attaining  his  ma- 
jority. He  immediately  entered  his  father's  brewery,  remaining  in  that  business 
until  1890,  when  it  was  made  a  stock  company  and  he  was  made  vice-president  and 
general  manager.  Aside  from  his  extensive  business  affairs  Mr.  Weyand  takes  an 
active  interest  in  church  affairs,  being  a  member  of  St.  Louis  Catholic  church,  is  a 
trustee  of  St.  John's  Protectory,  member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus,  Sangerbund  and 
Liedertafel.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public  enterprises  and 
and  was  a  park  commissioner  under  Mayor  Bishop. 

Wilhams,  Alfred  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Perth,  Ont,  April  13,  1857.  His  first 
business  venture  on  his  own  account  was  with  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company 
at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  made  manager;  he  was  afterward  transferred  to 
Little  Falls,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  and  thence  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  as 
manager  for  the  counties  of  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany,  from  March, 
1892,  until  March,  1896.  In  March,  1896,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  the  city 
management  of  the  company's  affairs,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Williams 
was  married,  January  1,  1887,  to  Lillian  Shannon  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 

Johnston,  James  W,,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  England,  was  born  September  24,  1866, 
and  came  to  this  country  when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age,  his  parents  settling  in 
Buffalo.  After  acquiring  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  he  embarked 
in  the  painting  business  with  his  father  and  continued  with  him  until  1894,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  conducted  the  business  alone.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  en- 
large upon  the  taste  and  skill  that  have  always  distinguished  Mr.  Johnston,  the  in- 
numerable examples  of  both  found  in  the  private  residences,  public  buildings,  ves- 
sels, etc.,  sufficiently  attest  these  merits,  while  the  volume  of  his  business  proves  the 
hold  he  has  upon  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  property  owner  and  building 
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public.  He  emploj^s  from  thirty  to  fifty  painters  and  artists  dependent  upon  the 
season  and  does  an  annual  business  of  |20,000  to  ,$25,000. 

Thebaud,  Frank  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city,  July  16,  1870.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  also  took  a  course  in  electric  engineering  at  Purdue 
University,  Lafayette,  Ind.  In  1893  he  forrned  a  copartnership  with  J.  W.  Churchill, 
under  the  firm  name  of  the  Thebaud-Churchill  Electric  Company,  who  do  a  large 
construction  business.  Mr.  Thebaud  is  a  member  of  the  Stationary  Engineers' 
Society,  and  was  formerly  with  the  Western  Electric  Company,  Chicago,  111.  He  is 
a  son  of  Victor  C.  and  Mary  (Britton)  Thebaud. 

Robinson,  Roy  M. ,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Ferdinand  G.  and  Alice  Electa  (Pratt)  Robin- 
son, was  born  at  Pittsfield,  Mass  ,  June  18,  1875.  He  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  at  the  Albany  (N.  Y.)  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1892.  In  1896  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  handHng  of 
phonographs,  vitascopes  and  kinetoscopes  and  all  of  Edison's  goods,  in  which  he  is 
still  engaged.    He  was  married  July  22,  1896,  to  Louise  B.  Potter  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Sibley,  Frank,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Springville,  N.  Y.,  February  24,  1850.  His 
parents  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1853,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  In  1868  he 
accpted  a  position  with  the  wholesale  confectionery  house  of  Henry  Hearne,  as 
traveling  salesman,  which  position  he  held  until  1870,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
like  position  with  John  Benson's  Son,  where  he  remained  until  1873,  when  he  resigned 
and  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  James  Holmwood,  manufacturing  confection- 
ers. This  firm  has  just  completed  a  new  factory  at  Nos.  149-155  Swan  street,  which 
is  65  feet  front  and  and  160  feet  deep,  five  stories  high.  This  will  be  operated  by 
electricity,  generated  on  the  premises;  they  will  employ  about  300  operatives,  and 
will  be  equipped  with  the  latest  improved  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds 
of  candy.  This  house  has  been  a  prosperous  one  from  the  start,  both  gentlemen 
having  had  many  years'  experience  in  the  business. 

Eyring,  William  J.  and  Henry  P.,  Buffalo. — This  splendid  establishment  was  estab- 
lished by  Louis  Zittle  in  1870,  who  was  succeeded  by  the  present  proprietors  May  18, 
1893.  They  occupy  a  handsome  two  story  building  109  feet  front  and  240  feet  deep. 
Aside  from  a  full  line  of  choice  and  staple  groceries,  they  carry  a  full  line  of  wines 
and  liquors.  The  firm  is  composed  of  Messrs.  Henry  P.  and  William  J.  Eyring,  and 
each  is  a  thorough-going  business  man. 

Shafer,  Edward  C. — The  prominence  attained  by  Mr.  Edward  C.  Shaferin  Buffalo 
during  the  past  thirty  years  is  such  as  to  warrant  some  mention  in  these  pages.  He 
was  born  at  Honesdale,  Pa.,  April  17,  1850.  His  parents  removed  to  Bradford 
county  when  he  was  quite  young  and  where  he  remained  until  1871,  when  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  in  the  dry  goods  establishment  of  Barnes  & 
Bancroft,  remaining  there  but  a  short  time  when  he  entered  the  service  of  O.  S. 
Garatson  as  a  bookkeeper  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  business  was 
merged  into  the  Buffalo  Hardware  Co.  in  1876,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the 
business.  The  Buffalo  School  Furniture  Co.  was  organized  in  1883  and  he  was 
made  manager  of  that  concern,  and  after  the  incorporation  in  1890  he  was  made 
treasurer  and  general  manager,  which  position  he  now  holds.  Aside  from  this  he  is 
interested  in  numerous  other  enterprises,  being  president  of  the  Standard  Paving 
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Co.  which  was  organized  in  1896.  In  1889  he  was  elected  city  comptroller  and  after 
serving  one  term  declined  renomination  and  also  nomination  for  mayor  of  the  city. 
Industry,  economy  and  thrift  did  for  him  what  they  have  done  for  many  others,  and 
he  is  a  prosperous,  genial  and  popular  citizen. 

Walker,  Stephen,  is  a  Buffalonian  by  birth  and  has  always  lived  in  that  city.  His 
first  business  experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  the  shoe  store  of  Harry  K.  Koch,  where 
he  remained  for  five  years,  when  he  entered  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  store  of  his 
uncle,  Mr.  W.  H.  Walker,  and  in  1893  became  a  partner  in  the  business,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  extensive  wholesale  houses  between  New  York  and  Chicago. 
He  is  a  son  of  Charles  R.  and  Angeline  (Lake)  Walker,  his  father  being  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Buffalo,  coming  to  that  city  in  1832.  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to 
Fanny  W.  Treat  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  September  18.  1883. 

Engle,  Albert  A.,  has  been  established  in  his  present  line  of  business  in  Buffalo 
smce  1879,  having  removed  from  Hazelton,  Pa.,  where  he  was  also  engaged  in  the 
same  business.  He  was  born  in  Sybertsville,  Pa.,  November  15,  1856.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Bloomsburg  (Pa.)  State  Normal  School.  In 
1879  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  grain,  flour,  feed  and  elevating  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  was  married,  April  5,  1881,  to  Anna  M. 
Schreck  of  Hazelton,  Pa. 

Yeager,  Orson  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Moscow,  Pa.,  in  March,  1866.  His  educa- 
tion was  obtained  from  the  public  schools  and  from  Starkey  Seminary  at  Eddytown, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1883.  After  graduation  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  two  ^'•ears,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the 
service  of  Shaw  &  Co.,  lumber  dealers,  and  after  two  years  wnth  this  firm  was  em- 
ployed by  their  successors,  Betts  &  Buck,  where  he  remained  until  the  organization 
of  the  firm  of  Vetter  &  Yeager,  which  was  afterward  merged  into  the  Empire  Lum- 
ber Company  and  incorporated  in  1892,  he  becoming  the  secretary  and  treasurer, 
which  position  he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Yeager  was  married  in  November,  1891,  to 
Katharine  C.  Fitzmartin  of  Corning,  N.  Y. 

Waters,  Howard  D.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  was  born  April  8,  1852. 
He  attended  the  Aurora  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1870.  Then  he  went  to  Michigan  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Barrel 
Company,  where  he  remained  one  year  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered 
the  service  of  Barnes  &  Bancroft,  where  he  remained  three  years,  when  he  again 
went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Sophronia  M.  Barckley  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  September  18,  1875.  In 
1878  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  overalls  and  clothing, 
in  which  he  continued  until  1887,  when  he  entered  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  with  his  father,  under  the  style  of  H.  G.  Waters  &  Son.  This  firm  makes  a 
specialty  of  handling  east  side  real  estate  and  collecting  rents. 

Hickok,  Robert  C,  Buffalo,  has  been  associated  with  the  firm  of  H.  G.  Trout  & 
Co.  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  is  an  experienced  man  in  every  branch  of  the  iron 
industry.  Mr.  Hickok  became  a  member  of  the  firm  in  1880,  when  it  was  organized, 
and  prior  to  thas  time  was  connected  with  the  Oswego  and  Sj^racuse  Railroad  as 
ticket  and  freight  agent  at  Oswego.    He  was  born  at  Oswego.  N.  Y.,  March  25, 
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1889.  He  was  variously  employed  until  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  became  con- 
nected with  this  well  known  iron  works.  October  16,  1872,  he  married  Persis  W. 
Putnam  of  Tioga,  Pa.  He  is  a  well  preserved  and  remarkably  active  man  for  his 
years. 

Schlaefer,  Walter  J.,  one  of  the  prominent  insurance  men  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in 
New  York  city,  November  25,  1858.  His  first  business  experience  after  completing 
his  education  was  in  the  employ  of  the  old  Dominion  Steamship  Company,  in  whose 
service  he  remained  for  five  years.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the 
service  of  Smith,  Davis  &  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  insurance  houses  in  the  city,  as 
cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  fourteen  years,  and  was  then  admitted  to 
membership  in  the  firm. 

Smith,  Frank  J.  L.,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  merchants  on  Elk  street,  Buffalo. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  15,  1868,  and  has  always  lived  in  that  city.  After 
acquiring  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  he  was  offered  a  position  wit^ 
the  People's  Bank  as  bookkeeper,  which  he  accepted  and  remained  ia  their  employ 
for  two  years.  He  then  became  manager  of  Lang's  Bottling  Works  and  held  that 
positition  for  three  years,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Drummer, 
under  the  style  of  Drummer  &  Smith,  successors  to  L.  Holzborn,  dealers  in  groceries, 
provisions  and  liquors,  and  the}^  are  now  one  of  the  leading  houses  doing  business 
in  that  remarkably  busy  section  of  the  city.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  August, 
1893,  to  Christina  Korzelius  of  Buffalo. 

Tripp,  Augustus  Franklin,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Addison  county,  Vt., 
September  30,  1822,  and  lived  there  with  his  parents  until  he  became  of  age,  when 
he  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Cuyahoga  Steam 
Furnace  Co.  as  a  clerk.  He  remained  there  three  years  and  then  removed  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  firm  of  John  D.  Shep- 
ard  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Shepard  Iron  Works,  where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
when  the  firm  passed  out  of  existence.  Mr.  Tripp  then  became  a  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Steele  Bros.  &  Pease,  who  had  a  general  store  in  Painesvillle.  Ohio,  and  a  branch 
was  established  in  Buffalo  of  which  Mr.  Tripp  had  charge,  the  business  being  car- 
ried on  there  under  the  firm  name  of  A  F.  Tripp  &  Co.  This  branch  of  the 
business  was  continued  for  two  years  and  then  closed.  Mr.  Tripp  moved  to  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  made  up  a  new  partnership  with  his  former  partners,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Steele  Bros.,  Pease  &  Tripp.  This  business  was  closed  in  1852,  when 
Mr.  Tripp  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  Sidney  Shepard  &  Co. 
After  five  years  of  service  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm 
and  has  been  actively  interested  ever  since.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he  had  sole 
charge  of  the  large  manufacturing  plant,  built  up  and  carried  on  by  the  concern, 
which  gives  employment  to  many  people  and  has  become  one  of  the  large  industries 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Tripp  married  Mary  M.  Steele  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  August  17, 
1847,  and  Caroline  M.  Brown  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  January  22,  1868. 

Gibson,  John  H.,  Buffalo,  is  of  New  England  parentage  and  was  born  January  20, 
1846,  at  Westbrook,  Me.,  a  son  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Gibson,  and  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  John  Whitman.  His  education  was  obtained  from  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  home,  and  after  completing  his  schooling  he  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  12th 
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Me.  Infantry  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  March  6,  1866.  After 
the  war  was  over  be  returned  and  engaged  at  his  trade  of  carriage  making  in  the 
employ  ot  Kimball  Bros.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Bridgton,  Me.,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  carriages  on  his  own 
account,  which  business  he  conducted  for  four  years.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Omaha, 
Neb.,  and  conducted  busmess  there  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years;  he  at  this  date 
returned  to  the  East  and  located  in  Buffalo  and  became  general  manager  of  the 
American  Investors'  Trust,  which  position  he  now  occupies.  October  12,  1867,  he 
married  Hattie  C.  Webb  of  New  Hampshire,  and  resides  at  No.  64  Morgan  street. 

Craft,  Wilbur  H. — Among  the  younger  business  men  of  Buffalo,  none  is  more 
prominent  than  Wilbur  H.  Craft.  He  was  born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y., 
November  11,  1871.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  an  apprentice  at  the 
jewelry  trade  in  Addison,  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  and  after  two  years  at  this  place 
he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  service  of  W.  J.  Parkinson,  remaining  in  his 
employ  for  two  years,  when  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  with  marked  success.  He  not  only  handles  a  full  Ime  of  watches  and 
diamonds,  but  does  repairing  and  manufacturing  of  parts  as  well.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  S.  and  Mary  E.  (Hatfield)  Craft,  and  was  married  July  11,  1894,  to  Allie 
Florence  Robbins  of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Collins,  James  K.,  Buffalo,  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  wholesale 
liquor  business  for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  was  born  and  reared  in  Buffalo  and 
was  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's  College  in  the  class  of  '82.  His  first  business  ex- 
perience was  with  Walsh  Bros.,  where  he  remained  until  1893,  when  he  engaged  in 
business  for  himself,  in  company  with  James  E.  Jordan,  under  the  style  of  Collms 
&  Jordan.  They  occupy  and  own  premises  at  Nos.  851-353  Elk  street,  one  floor 
100  by  20  and  another  75  by  20.  They  do  quite  a  large  business  in  the  city  as  well 
as  in  the  adjoining  States.  Mr.  Collins  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Bridget  Collins,  who 
emigrated  from  Ireland  to  this  country  in  1850. 

Fischer,  Gustav  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Ruhla,  Saxony,  Germany,  August  30, 
1865,  a  son  of  August  and  Lisetta  (Deusing)  Fischer,  and  emigrated  to  America  with 
his  parents  when  quite  young,  settling  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  His  first  business  ex- 
perience was  in  the  manufacture  of  meerschaum  and  briar  pipes.  They  conducted 
a  large  business  in  various  cities  until  June,  1892,  when  they  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  He  was  married  in  April,  1890,  to 
Emma  Lanahan  of  Syracuse. 

Knepper,  John  H.,  &  Son,  Buffalo. — This  splendid  establishment  was  founded  by 
John  H.  Knepper  in  1867,  in  the  old  Genesee  block  and  removed  to  their  present 
quarters  at  Nos.  501-503  Washington  street  in  1894.  Their  premises  are  100  by  47 
feet  and  they  do  all  kinds  of  fine  plumbing  and  gas  fitting  and  steam  and  water 
heating  for  residences  and  public  buildings  and  are  the  sole  agents  of  Erie  county  for 
the  Gurney  Heaters.  They  employ  about  fifty  skilled  mechanics.  The  firm  is  com- 
posed of  J.  H.  Knepper  and  his  son,  Harry  J.,  who  became  a  member  of  the  firm  in 
1889.  Both  members  of  the  firm  are  practicel  plumbing  and  heating  engineers  and 
have  been  engaged  in  this  business  the  full  term  of  their  business  life,  and  have  and 
carry  the  most  complete  line  of  plumbing  specialties  in  this  city. 
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Lawrence,  Alfred  O.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Gratiot  county,  Mich.,  September  4, 
1863.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  foundry  of  his  brother  and  served  a  five  j^ears' 
apprenticeship  at  the  brass  moulding  trade.  After  finishing  his  trade,  June  1,  1889, 
he  went  with  the  Otis  Steel  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  one  year;  June  1, 
1890,  he  went  with  the  Buffalo  Steam  Pump  Company,  until  January  1,  1892,  when 
he  was  engaged  with  his  brother  until  April  1,  1894;  at  that  date  he  engaged  in 
business  for  himself.  He  was  married,  September  10,  1891,  to  Anna  Gibson  of 
Buffalo. 

Nicklis,  William,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  William  and  Lucy  (Fysh)  Nicklis,  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  January  3,  1875.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  also  a  mil- 
itary college  for  one  year,  which  was  followed  by  a  full  course  at  the  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton  Business  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  April,  1894.  He  then  entered 
the  tailor  establishment  of  Nicklis  &  Co.  as  a  messenger  boy,  was  promoted  to  col- 
lector and  bookkeeper,  and  in  January,  1896,  received  an  interest  in  the  business 
and  in  June  of  the  same  year  took  the  active  management.  This  concern  was  es- 
tablished in  1836  by  William  Nicklis,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  he 
was  succeeded  by  the  father  and  upon  his  death  in  1886  the  business  was  managed 
by  his  mother.  Mr.  Nicklis  is  a  young  man  of  great  business  ability  and  is  re- 
spected by  all. 

Sangster,  James,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Kingston,  Can.,  July  13,  1831.  He  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Buffalo  in  1832,  where  they  have  since  resided  except  for 
about  four  years  spent  in  Ohio,  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  Mr.  James 
Sangster  spent  a  year  under  the  noted  sculptor  of  New  York  city,  Mr.  Henry  K. 
Brown.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  engaged  in  art  work  and  mechanical  engineering 
until  1863,  when  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  securing  patents.  In  1870  Mr.  Victor 
H.  Becker  became  his  partner  under  the  firm  name  of  Sangster  &  Becker;  this  part- 
nership continued  for  three  years,  and  since  its  expiration  Mr.  Sangster  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone.  He  was  married  June  1,  1864,  to  Miss  Sophia  M.  Moore 
of  Buffalo. 

Eisele,  Edward  A.,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  families 
in  Buffalo.  His  father,  Edward  J.,  was  born  in  Vienna,  Austria,  and  came  to  Buf- 
falo in  1847 ;  his  mother,  Margaret  Helfinger,  was  a  native  of  Buffalo.  Edward  A. 
Eisele  was  born  August  4,  1861.  He  acquired  a  liberal  education  from  the  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School  in  1880.  In  1888  he  became  a  part- 
ner in  the  wholesale  jewelry  establishment  of  King  &  Eisele,  of  which  his  father 
was  junior  member.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  F.  King,  the  senior  partner,  Mr.  E. 
A.  Eisele  has  been  the  general  managing  partner.  This  is  the  largest  house  of  its 
kind  between  New  York  and  Chicago,  occupying  four  floors,  40  by  180  feet,  and  in 
their  manufacturing  department  employing  a  force  of  sixty  operatives,  besides  a 
large  number  of  salesmen  in  the  wholesale  department.  Mr.  Eisele  was  married  in 
1888  to  Miss  Harriet  Peck  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Orr,  Ulysses  G.,  Buffalo. — There  are  but  few  men  in  this  city  who  in  their  chosen 
line  command  the  respect  that  is  given  to  Mr.  Ulysses  G.  Orr,  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic architects.    He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  15,  1864,  and  after  receiv- 
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ing  a  fair  education  from  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city,  was  early 
apprenticed  to  the  engraver's  trade  in  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  Express.  At  the 
end  of  five  years  in  this  office  he  entered  the  draughting  department  of  one  of  the 
leading  architects  of  this  city,  and  in  1890  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  making  a  specialty  of  residential  work.  He  is  a  son  of  James  G.  and  Martha 
A.  (Rispin)  Orr.  His  father  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  in  1850  and  his 
mother  was  born  m  this  country.  Mr.  Orr  is  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects.  His  spare  hours  are  devoted  to  the  study  of 
photography,  and  he  is  an  amateur  of  no  mean  ability;  his  object  is  not  so  much  the 
production  of  artistic  photographs  as  an  effort  to  advance  the  art  by  the  experimental 
process  assisted  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  chemistry.  He  is  recognized  as  a 
liberal  and  public-spirited  man  who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  development  of  his 
native  and  growing  city. 

Warren,  Seth  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , 
March  15,  1841.  In  1863  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  United  States  Cus- 
tom House,  but  in  June,  1864,  resigned  and  entered  the  First  National  Bank  as 
assistant  bookkeeper,  where  he  remained  as  bookkeeper,  paying  and  receiving  teller 
for  seven  years,  when  he  was  offered  a  position  as  cashier  of  the  German  Bank, 
which  responsible  position  he  held  until  1878.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he  entered 
the  coal  department  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Railroad,  in  the  capacity  of  cashier,  which 
position  he  held  for  one  year.  In  1880  he  became  assistant  cashier  of  White's  feank 
and  in  1886  was  made  its  cashier.  Under  his  administration  of  affairs  the  name  of 
the  bank  was  changed  to  that  of  the  American  Exchange  Bank.  He  occupied  this 
position  until  April  1,  1894;  at  this  date  he  severed  his  connection  with  this  institu- 
tion and  has  since  been  engaged  as  a  broker  in  real  estate  and  investment  securities. 
Mr.  Warren  is  affiliated  with  many  societies,  being  a  Mason,  a  past  master  in  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  a  member  of  the  Acacia  Club.  He  is  a  man  whose  word  is  as  good 
as  his  bond,  and  he  takes  pride  in  the  thought  that  during  a  business  experience  of 
over  thirty-six  years  he  has  personally  never  had  cause  to  bring  a  legal  action  against 
his  fellow  man  and  has  never  been  defendant  in  an  action. 

Wohlhueter,  William,  Buffalo,  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents,  Martin  and 
Kathrine  (Kummer)  Wohlhueter,  coming  to  this  country  in  1850  and  settling  in  Bos- 
ton, Erie  county,  N.Y.,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  February  26,  1869. 
He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery.  After  two  years  in  this  ser- 
vice he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Lehning,  which  continued  for  three  years, 
when  Mr.  Wohlhueter  succeeded  the  firm  and  has  since  conducted  the  business 
alone.    On  March  18,  1897,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Olson. 

Schroeter,  Charles,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1860,  settling  in  New  Orleans  where  he  was  employed  for  a  time.  When  the  war 
broke  out  he  came  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  worked  until  March,  1863,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  C,  1st  Mo.  Cavalry,  serving  through  the  entire  war,  being  mustered 
out  in  September,  1865.  In  1866  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  in  which  he  served 
until  November  7,  1894,  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years.  In  1894  he  settled  in  Buf- 
falo and  in  company  with  E.  L.  Hoopes  established  a  retail  confectionery  and  cigar 
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store,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  As  a  saccessful  and  prominent  citizen,  with  a 
long  and  honorable  career,  his  worth  has  been  duly  recognized, 

Lawrence,  Albert  A.,  Buffalo. — The  career  of  this  gentleman  furnishes  another 
striking  illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished  in  this  free  country,  by  persever- 
ing industry  combined  with  intelligence  and  enterprise  in  a  given  direction.  Mr. 
Lawrence  was  born  in  Cleveland,  O.,  December  15,  1844. '  His  parents  removed  to 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  M,  1st  Michigan  Engineers,  and  served  his  country  faithfully  until  October, 
1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out.  In  March,  1866,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  brass  foundry  business,  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged. 
Mr.  Lawrence  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Susie  F.  Grandison,  August  4,  1868; 
by  this  union  there  were  three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son ;  and  to  his  present 
wife,  September  10,  1896. 

Laycock,  O.  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Richwood,  Canada,  September  29,  1853.  Plis 
education  was  acquired  from  the  Grammar  School  at  Paris,  Ont.  He  graduated 
from  the  Canadian  Literary  Institute  at  Woodstock,  Ont,  in  1870,  going  direct  from 
college  to  the  lumber  woods  and  taking  charge  of  the  store  and  books  of  the  lumber 
camps  for  his  father  and  uncle.  The  following  spring  he  was  made  bookkeeper  in 
their  saw  mill  office  at  Black  Rock,  which  position  be  filled  for  nine  years,  and 
then  was  taken  into  partnership  with  his  father,  John  Laycock,  which  lasted  until 
the  death  of  the  senior  partner  in  1894.  He  then  organized  the  Laycock  Lumber 
Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  still  continues  the  business  of  handling 
heavy  timber  and  lumber,  with  offices  at  No.  IT  Builders'  Exchange.  The  Laycock 
Lumber  Company  and  its  predecessors  have  furnished  a  large  part  of  the  timber 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  large  elevators,  docks,  trestles  and  breakwater  built 
in  and  around  Buffalo. 

Windsor,  Millard  P.,  ranks  among  the  leading  live  stock  commission  merchants  of 
Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Pike,  Wyoming  county.  N.  Y.,  November  10, 
1848,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  since  1871.  He  is  a  member  of  the  well 
and  favorably  known  firm  of  Pfeiffer  &  Windsor  Bros.,  who  receive  consignments  on 
commission,  and  are  among  the  largest  dealers  in  live  stock  in  East  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Windsor  is  also  general  manager  of  the  Milsom  Rendering  and  Fertilizer  Compan}^ 
of  East*Buffalo,  which  he  started  as  a  private  concern  in  1880  and  incorporated  in 
1886,  and  its  present  large  and  prosperous  business  is  largely  due  to  his  constant  at- 
tention and  earnest  efforts. 

Duckwitz,  William  F.,  the  efficient  and  successful  manager  of  the  Phoenix  Brew- 
ing Company  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  October  16,  1855.  His  parents 
removed  to  Niagara  county  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  there  he  received  his 
education.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  took  a  full  commercial  course  at  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  of  Buffalo.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  A.  Ziegele,  now  Phoenix  Brewery,  beginning  as  a  collector  and 
having  been  promoted  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  holds  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  general  manager.  This  concern  was  incorporated  in  May,  1887,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $200,000;  they  have  a  capacity  of  100,000  barrels  per  year, 

Klopp,  Ed,  D.,  Buffalo,  a  young  mam  of  exceptional  business  ability  and  one  of 
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the  prominent  butter  and  poultry  dealers  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Clarence,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1873.  After  a  full  business  course  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton 
Business  College,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Tifft  Furniture  Co.  as  bookkeeper 
for  two  years  and  with  their  successor,  Charles  F.  Doll,  for  five  years.  In  April, 
1897,  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  he  now  has  a  new  stand  located 
at  No.  24  West  Washington  Market.  Mr.  Klopp  is  of  German  parentage,  his  parents 
coming  to  America  in  1849  and  settling  in  Erie  county. 

Van  Peyma,  Herman  B.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Jetske  (Klaasesz)  Van 
Peyma,  who  immigrated  to  this  country  from  Holland  in  1849,  and  settled  in  Lan- 
caster, N.  Y.,  where  Herman  B.  was  born  January  18,  1854.  His  early  training  was 
obtained  from  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  High  School  of  Buffalo, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  graduated  in  the  class  of  1873.  Upon  graduation  he 
determined  to  study  law  and  subsequently  entered  the  office  of  Day  &  Romer,  where 
he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  January,  1879.  In  1881  he  opened 
an  office  in  Buffalo  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  m  which  he  has  since 
been  engaged. 

Meister,  John  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Neustadt.  Ontario,  March  23,  1863,  and 
came  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  when  a  mere  child.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city,  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hubbard  A.  Foster,  but  never 
completed  the  course  to  take  the  degree.  For  a  number  of  years  he  represented  the 
well  known  hardware  house  of  Walbridge  &  Co.,  as  their  traveling  salesman ;  he 
also  acted  in  the  same  capacit}^  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York.  In 
1884  he  was  elected  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Minneapolis  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  the  Single  Men's  Endowment  Association 
of  the  same  city;  both  positions  he  resigned  shortly  after  acceptance,  owing  to  a 
disagreement  between  Mr.  Meister  and  the  board  of  directors  as  to  the  policy  of 
management,  they  not  being  in  harmony  with  the  progressive  ideas  of  Mr.  Meister 
(both  companies  have  since  been  obliged  to  discontinue  business).  Ex-Governor 
McGill,  then  commissioner  of  insurance  for  Minnesota,  made  a  proposition  to  Mr. 
Meister  to  enter  his  department,  which  he  declined,  and  returned  to  Buft'alo  and 
re  entered  the  employ  of  AA^albridge  &  Co.  and  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  the 
capacity  of  traveling  representative.  In  1886  he  married  Sadie  L.  Luxford  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  had  three  children ;  Vida  Grenville,  born  in  1888 ;  Mildred  Luxford, 
born  in  1889;  and  Frederick  G.,  born  in  1892,  died  in  1893.  Mr.  Meister  is  engaged 
in  various  enterprises  and  connected  with  many  corporations,  is  president  of  the 
Kenmore  Electric  Land  Co.,  treasurer  of  the  Commercial  Land  and  Improvement 
Co.,  president  of  the  Westinghouse  Axle  Co.,  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Steel  House 
Co.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Wa-Fa  No  Cj^cle  Mfg.  Co.,  secretary  of  the  King 
Land  Co.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  International  Garbage  Crematory  Co.,  and 
is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Curtiss  &  Meister  (Gen.  James  E.  Curtiss,  com- 
missioner of  police  being  the  senior  member),  who  do  a  general  real  estate  and 
mortgage  banking  business  at  No.  122  Franklin  street. 

Kurtz,  William  H.,  was  one  of  the  representative  busmess  men  of  Buffalo,  a  large 
dealer  in  timber,  with  his  office  in  the  Builders'  Exchange  building,  where  he  was  a 
prominent  and  highly  respected  member  of  the  Builders'  Exchange.    Mr.  Kurtz  was 
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born  in  the  village  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1851,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  He  came  to  Buffalo  when  a  young  man  and  for  a  number  of  years 
acted  as  clerk  for  his  father,  who  was  then  keeper  of  the  Erie  County  Almshouse, 
after  which  he  was  employed  by  Joseph  Metz,  the  lumberman.  In  1884  Mr.  Kurtj^ 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  Mr.  McNiel,  under  the  firm  name  of  McNiel  & 
Kurtz.  In  1891  the  W.  H.  Kurtz  Company  was  organized,  Mr.  Kurtz  being  chosen 
manager  and  treasurer,  which  position  he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death,  July  20,  1897. 
He  was  a  member  of  Harmonic  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Lake  Erie  Commandery, 
being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason.  January  19,  1881,  he  married  Etta  M.,  daughter 
of  Robert  O.  and  Julia  E.  Meldrum  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  two  daughters  and  one 
son,  who  with  his  wife  survive  him.  He  was  a  devoted  husband  and  father;  his 
true  character  was  best  shown  in  the  environments  of  one  of  the  happiest  of  homes. 

Yates,  Carlton  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  N.  Y.,  January  7,  1850,  a  grand- 
son of  Emery  Yates,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1791,  and  served  as  volunteer  in 
the  war  of  1812;  he  came  to  Western  New  York  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Hinsdale,  where  he  died  in  1856.  Carlton  E. 
Yates's  education  was  limited  and  he  early  in  life  commenced  business  for  himself  in 
a  saw  mill  at  Scott's  Corners,  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years  and  then  removed 
to  Talmadge  Mill,  Pa.,  to  look  after  the  mill  interests  for  F.  H.  Goodyear,  remaining 
there  until  1887,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  buying 
hard  wood  lumber.  He  was  for  five  years  with  the  Empire  Lumber  Co.,  and  is  now 
with  the  Union  Lumber  Co.  of  Jamestown.  He  was  elected  town  collector  of  Hins- 
dale in  1874  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  1875,  and  again  in  1883,  resigning  that  office 
to  go  to  Talmadge  Mill,  Pa.  March  15,  1871,  he  married  Florence  E.  Huyck,  and 
they  have  two  daughters  living  in  Buffalo;  Edith  R.,  wife  of  Peter  Post,  and  Kath- 
erine  E.,  wife  of  A.  R.  Hague.  Mr.  Yates  is  a  member  of  the  Red  Jacket  Lodge  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Kreinheder,  H.  W.,  Buffalo,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Kreinheder  &  Flierl, 
builders  and  contractors,  and  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  building  material,  holds 
a  prominent  place  in  the  business  circles  of  Buffalo  and  is  one  of  its  most  favorably 
known  citizens.  Starting  in  active  life  with  little  or  no  funds,  he  has  gradually,  by 
dint  of  hard  work  and  persevering  enterprise,  risen  to  the  position  which  he  now 
occupies.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  manager  of  a  planing  mill  and  shingle  fac- 
tory at  Black  Rock,  and  had  a  large  experience  in  that  particular  branch.  In  1889 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Christian  Flierl,  under  the  firm  name  of  Kreinheder 
&  Flierl,  and  in  this  undertaking  he  has  been  eminently  successful.  The  firm  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  ranking  with  the  foremost  firms  of  their  line  of  business  in  Western 
New  York.  Mr.  Kreinheder  is  a  native  born  Buffalonian  and  has  always  resided 
here.  He  has  ever  been  greatly  respected  for  his  uprightness,  executive  ability  and 
integrity. 

Flierl,  Christian,  Buffalo,  of  the  firm  of  Kreinheder  &  Flierl,  builders  and  contractors 
and  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  building  material,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one 
of  the  most  practical  men  in  his  line  of  business.  He  has  superintended  the  erection  of 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  mansions  and  other  large  business  and  public  buildings  in 
this  and  adjacent  cities.  In  1889  he  entered  into  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  H.  W. 
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Kreinheder,  and  in  this  enterprise  has  been  very  successful.  It  would  take  a  very- 
extensive  list  to  enumerate  all  the  buildings  erected  by  this  firm,  among  which  would 
be  mentioned  especially  many  of  the  public  school  buildings,  the  East  Buffalo  Market, 
The  Gould  Coupler  Works  at  Depew,  N.  Y.,  and  many  churches  and  fine  residences. 
All  these  buildings  and  many  more  are  a  credit  to  the  firm.  Mr.  Flierl  is  a  native 
born  Buffalonian,  has  always  resided  here  and  has  ever  been  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  for  his  business  enterprise  and  integrity. 

Merritt,  James  M.,  Buffalo. — This  well  known  and  enterprising  business  man  was 
born  in  Smyrna,  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1827,  but  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Chicago,  in  1835,  where  they  remained  until  1840,  when  they  returned 
east.  In  1848  he  found  employment  with  Mr.  Miles  Jones,  as  pork  inspector,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  five  years.  In  1856  he  was  a  commercial  ganger  of  wines.  In 
1862  he  was  appointed  United  States  gauger  of  wines,  which  position  he  filled  for 
twelve  consecutive  years.  He  at  this  date  took  charge  of  the  extensive  liquor  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Clark  in 
1882,  when,  in  company  with  two  others  of  the  same  establishment,  he  succeeded 
him  in  business,  which  was  continued  for  three  years  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown, 
Merritt  &  Moore.  Mr.  Moore  retired  in  1885,  and  Messrs.  Brown  &  Merritt  continued 
the  business  until  March,  1888,  when  Mr.  Merritt  became  sole  proprietor  and  has  since 
continued  the  business  alone.  Mr.  Merritt  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Sylvia  (Merrill) 
Merritt  of  New  England.  He  married  Helen  M.  Derrick  of  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  in 
July,  1858,  and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Fred  M.,  Mrs.  Harvey  D. 
Reynolds  and  N.  Genevieve  Merritt. 

Niagara  Cycle  Fittings  Company,  Buffalo. — This  concern  was  established  in  1893 
by  Messrs.  Willard  Parker  and  Mortimer  H.  Wright.  They  occupy  premises  at  Nos. 
297-299-301  Niagara  street;  the  building  is  60  by  132  feet,  four  floors  and  basement, 
and  the  company  gives  employment  to  from  150  to  250  workmen.  They  manufac- 
ture a  large  variety  of  bicycle  pedals,  supplying  the  trade  in  general.  Their  busi- 
ness extends  all  over  the  world  and  it  is  the  largest  house  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 
This  concern  was  incorporated  January  2,  1894,  with  Mr.  Parker  as  the  president 
and  Mr.  Wright  as  secretary.  Both  members  give  their  personal  attention  to  the 
business,  and  in  every  particular  the  house  is,  and  always  has  been  a  model  one. 

Kam,  John,  jr.,  one  of  Buffalo's  most  enterprismg  and  progressive  business  men, 
was  born  in  that  city,  April  15,  1871,  and  attended  St.  Mary's  School  and  Canisius 
College.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  his  father's  malt  house  to  learn 
the  trade,  and  afterward  as  bookkeeper,  and  in  1889  was  admitced  to  membership 
in  the  firm  of  John  Kam  Malting  Company.  In  June,  1896,  he  was  married  to  Louise 
v.,  daughter  of  William  Simon  of  Buffalo. 

Ransom,  Norman  W.,  Buffalo. — Prominent  among  Buffalo's  representatives  in  the 
live  stock  brokerage  business,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  present  sketch.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  live  stock  business  at  East  Buffalo 
since  1878,  and  was  born  in  Madison  county,  N.  Y.  Prior  to  embarking  in  this 
sphere  of  activity  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  for  some  time. 
He  is  a.  gentleman  of  strict  integrity,  as  well  as  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  dur- 
ing the  twenty  years  he  has  been  handling  live  stock  has  been  steadily  pushing  his 


146 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


way  to  the  front  and  has  achieved  an  enviable  reputation  and  is  well  worthy  of  the 
large  measure  of  success  achieved.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate,  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  vice-president,  of  the  East  Buffalo  Live  Stock  Association. 
For  the  past  eight  years  he  has  served  the  city  on  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

Waltz,  Horace,  Buffalo. — This  well  and  favorably  known  establishment  was  orig- 
inally founded  in  1894  by  Messrs.  Tipton  &  Waltz,  to  whom  Mr.  Waltz,  the  present 
proprietor,  succeeded  in  1895  and  under  whose  efficient  management  it  has  since 
been  conducted  with  increased  success.  Mr.  Waltz  is  a  very  popular  gentleman  and 
by  strict  attention  to  business  and  the  satisfaction  always  given  to  patrons,  he  has 
built  up  a  large  and  growing  business.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  has  resided  in  Buf- 
falo the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  has  a  host  of  friends,  owing  to  his  honorable, 
liberal  business  methods. 

Lehner,  R.  J.,  &  Co.,  Buffalo. — R.  J.  Lehner  of  the  firm  of  R.  J.  Lehner  &  Co., 
dry  goods  house,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  5,  1869,  and  attended  school  until  the 
age  of  twelve.  His  first  employment  was  as  office  boy  with  Henry  Nauert  in  the 
printmg  and  bookbinding  busmess  in  1882.  Two  years  later  he  graduated  at  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  In  1885  he  became  connected  with  the  Fa- 
vorite Manufacturing  Company  as  bookkeeper.  In  1888  he  took  charge  of  Fleisch- 
mann  &  Co.'s  shipping  department  for  three  years.  His  next  undertaking  was 
starting  in  the  retail  dry  goods  business  with  H.  Ziegler,  under  the  name  of  Ziegler 
&  Lehner  in  1894.  Mr.  Lehner  succeeded  Mr.  Ziegler  and  is  now  doing  a  large  re- 
tail business  with  his  father-in-law,  Louis  J.  Baitz,  the  popular  east  side  wall  paper 
and  paint  house.  The  premises  are  60  by  100  feet,  and  they  do  a  large  and  success- 
ful business,  being  patronized  by  the  best  trade  in  the  city  and  country,  who  find 
here  vast  stocks,  infinite  varieties,  the  most  approved  styles  and  reliable  goods,  with 
prices  as  reasonable  as  can  be  quoted  by  any  legitimate  merchants  in  the  city. 

Siekmann,  Carl  F. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Vossheide,  Lippe,  Germany,  March  26, 
1865.  He  attended  both  public  and  private  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Teachers'  Seminary  in  Detmold  in  1885.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  September, 
1889,  settling  in  New  York  city,  where  he  remamed  for  two  years  and  then  removed 
to  Buffalo.  He  was  appointed  assistant  secretary  of  the  German  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  for  four  months,  and  was  then  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
held  the  same  position  for  one  year.  Returning  east  he  engaged  in  the  laundry 
business  in  New  York  city  and  in  1892  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
stationery,  music  and  book  business,  which  he  has  since  followed  very  successfully. 
September  22,  1892,  he  married  Anna  Munstermann  of  Germany. 

Schneider,  William,  Buffalo. — A  recognized  artist  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  pro- 
duction of  gentlemen's  fine  garments,  established  himself  in  1894  at  his  present 
location,  in  the  person  of  William  Schneider.  Mr.  Schneider  was  born  in  Hessen- 
Nassau,  Germany,  and  has  resided  in  this  country  since  1882.  He  is  an  artist  in 
his  profession  and  has  a  well  earned  reputation  for  the  correct  taste,  great  skill,  ex- 
cellent judgment  and  the  superior  workmanship  he  ftirnishes  his  patrons,  which, 
combined  with  promptitude  in  the  execution  of  orders,  renders  him  popular  and 
successful. 

Wilcox,  George  T.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Louis  and  Martha  (Laflin)  Wilcox,  was  born  at 
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Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  April  28,  1857  He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo  when 
but  a  child,  where  he  received  his  elementary  education.  His  first  business  ex- 
perience was  to  serve  a  four  years'  apprenticeship  at  the  Buffalo  Machinery  Agency. 
He  was  employed  at  various  things  until  1895,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
his  father  in  the  machinery  business.  June  23,  1880,  he  married  Josie  Skehan  of 
Linden,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  who  has  proved  a  good  wife  and  a  great  helpmate 
to  him;  they  have  four  promising  children,  namely:  Harry  Leonard,  Martha  A.  E., 
Ruth  E.  and  Francis  A. 

Tindle,  Thomas,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  April  7,  1836,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  came  to  America,  settling  in  Canada,  where  he  remained  for  a 
time,  thence  removed  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  forwarding  business 
which  he  carried  on  for  ten  years.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the 
service  of  Toles  &  Sweet,  remaining  in  their  employ  and  their  successors  for  a  period 
of  twelve  years ;  this  firm  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  cooperage 
stock  in  Western  New  York.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he  engaged  in  the  same 
business  for  himself,  and  in  1888  his  son-in-law,  Willis  K.  Jackson,  w^as  admitted  to 
membership  and  the  firm  is  now  known  as  Tindle  &  Jackson,  and  are  the  largest 
manufacturers  and  dealers  of  cooperage  stock  in  the  world.  Their  annual  output  is 
55,000,000  hoops,  35,000,000  staves  and  250,000  sets  of  heading;  they  employ  in  their 
different  mills  throughout  the  country  from  400  to  500  men  and  their  business  ex- 
tends from  Maine  to  California.  Mr.  Tindle  was  married  m  April,  1856,  to  Harriett 
Braithwaite  of  England,  and  they  have  two  children  Mrs.  Willis  K.  Jackson  and 
Frank  T.  Tindle.  Mr.  Tindle  is  a  director  of  the  Niagara  Bank  and  a  member  of 
political  and  social  clubs. 

Carey,  John  F.,  Buffalo. — Among  the  leading  houses  doing  business  out  on  Grant 
street,  in  that  remarkably  busy  section  north  of  Hampshire  street,  is  that  of  John  F. 
Carey.  He  conducts  a  boot  and  shoe  establishment  that  is  a  credit  to  that  part  of 
the  city.  This  business  was  established  in  1891  by  the  present  proprietor.  Mr. 
Carey  was  born  at  Milford,  Mass.,  January  13,  1851.  His  first  business  experience 
was  as  an  apprentice  at  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1876  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1891,  w^hen  he  opened  a  retail  boot  and  shoe  store  on  his 
own  account,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  was  married  in  May,  1874,  to  Jennie 
A.  Hearn  from  Pennsylvania. 

Fisher,  Jacob  P.,  part  owner  of  one  of  Buffalo's  most  prominent  malt  houses,  was 
born  October  18,  1835,  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  In  1847  his 
father  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Buffalo  with  his  family,  where  Jacob  received  a 
parochial  and  public  school  education.  In  1862  his  brother,  George  Fisher,  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  malting  business  and  in  1865  admitted  Jacob  P.  and  Philip 
Houck  to  membership  and  the  firm  has  since  been  known  as  Fisher  Bros.  &  Co. 
Mr.  Fisher  is  an  energetic,  enterprising,  upright  citizen  and  well  deserves  the  suc- 
cess and  personal  popularity  he  has  achieved  in  his  nearly  fifty  years'  residence  in 
Buffalo.  He  has  been  twice  married,  first,  in  1859,  to  Josephine  Beckert  of  Buffalo, 
who  died  in  1862 ;  and  the  second  time  to  Margaret  Willyoung  of  Bowmansville, 
N.  Y.,  in  May,  1870. 

Klinck  Brothers,  Buffalo. — Christian  and  Charles  Klinck  are  the  third  largest  meat 
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packers  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  They  are  natives  of  Germany,  Christian  coming  to 
the  United  States  in  1867  and  Charles  in  1872.  They  came  here  poor  boys  and  were 
employed  by  their  cousin,  C.  Klinck,  where  they  learned  the  packmg  business.  In 
1882  the  brothers  engaged  m  the  meat  busmess  for  themselves  in  a  small  way, 
and  with  their  energy  and  business  ability  their  business  increased,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  they  have  been  the  third  largest  beef  producers  in  the  city.  They 
later  added  to  this  the  pork  business,  and  in  the  spring  of  1897  purchased  the  pack- 
ing house  of  Joseph  Roland,  thereby  increasing  their  capacity  nearly  double,  their 
weekly  capacity  now  being  about  200  cattle  and  300  swine. 

Hasten,  William  I.,  Buffalo,  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  manufacture 
of  pants,  shirts  and  overalls  in  that  city  for  many  years,  and  is  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  largest  establishments  of  this  kind  in  the  country.  He  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  N.  Y. ,  February  18,  1857.  His  education  was  obtained  from  the  public 
schools  and  the  Arcade  Academy,  from  which  institution  he  was  honorably  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  '75.  His  first  business  experience  was  that  of  a  retail  grocer,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful  and  continued  for  a  number  of  years.  Prior  to  his 
connection  in  the  manufacturing  business  he  was  employed  as  a  travelmg  salesman 
for  Arend  &  Morgan,  a  wholesale  dry  goods  house,  in  whose  employ  he  continued 
until  1884,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Elwood,  Hasten  &  Bean,  which 
copartnership  was  continued  until  1887,  and  was  succeeded  by  Hessrs.  W.  I.  Hasten 
&  Co.,  the  present  style  of  the  firm.  The  premises  occupied  are  large  and  spacious, 
and  they  give  employment  to  a  large  number  of  people.  Hr.  Hasten  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  number  of  social  clubs  and  societies,  being  prominently  identified  with  all 
branches  of  Hasonry.  He  was  married  in  November,  1886,  to  Hiss  Ida  H.  Good- 
sell  of  Olean,  N.  Y. 

Haake,  Frederick  William,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Prussia,  July  21, 
1830,  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  with  his  father,  John  Haake.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  concluded  to  come  to  America  and  starting  out  alone  landed  in 
Buffalo  with  but  |5  in  his  pocket.  Here  he  found  work  in  a  brick  yard  at  |10  a 
month,  working  from  daylight  till  dark  for  a  day's  work  and  taking  half  his  pay 
from  a  store.  He  afterward  worked  on  a  farm  and  later  as  teamster  in  Buffalo  for  a 
street  contractor.  In  1855  he  engaged  in  the  sand  business  for  himself,  boating  the 
sand  and  delivering  it  to  masons.  In  1861  he  began  street  contract  work  for  the 
city,  and  in  1864  bought  a  grain  boat  and  made  six  trips  to  New  York  that  year  and 
sold  his  boat  in  the  autumn,  resuming  his  contract  work.  In  1875  he  purchased  his 
present  brick  yard  property  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick ;  this  business 
he  has  continued  successfidly  to  the  present  time.  In  1896  Hr.  Haake  took  with  him 
as  a  partner  in  the  brick  business  his  son  William.  Hr.  Haake  owns  a  valuable 
tract  of  land  in  Angola,  containing  sixty  acres,  principally  shale  of  a  very  superior 
quality  for  the  manufacture  of  shale  brick ;  another  forty  acre  farm  near  the  city 
limits  which  he  rents  with  privilege  of  purchasing;  and  twelve  acres  of  property  in 
the  city,  owned  by  Hr.  Haake  on  which  his  plant  is  situated,  with  tenement  houses. 
Haake  &  Son's  brick  plant  has  a  capacity  of  60,000  bricks  per  day.  Hr.  Haake  has 
been  twice  married,  first  in  1855  to  Louisa  Slausser,  and  they  had  one  son  and  one 
daughter;  his  second  wife  was  Barbara  Bly  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have  four  sons 
living.  Hr.  Haake  and  his  sons  are  all  Republicans;  William  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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Beier,  William  J.,  jr.,  Buffalo,  is  a  prosperous  young  man,  a  dealer  in  feed  and 
flour.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  June,  1872,  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Mary  (Weller) 
Beier,  natives  of  Buffalo  and  where  they  have  spent  their  lives.  Mr.  Beier,  sr  , 
devoted  the  forepart  of  his  life  as  foreman  on  building  construction  work  for  his 
father,  the  elder  being  a  contractor  and  builder;  he  is  now  leading  a  retired  life. 
William  J.,  jr.,  received  his  education  in  a  private  German  school,  the  public  schools 
and  a  few  terms  in  Canisius  College.  He  began  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug 
store,  later  spent  three  years  in  a  theater,  one  year  of  which  he  was  assistant  treas- 
urer. In  1891  he  engaged  in  the  feed  and  flour  business,  in  which  he  has  continued 
ever  since.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows, 
charter  member  of  Court  Forester,  of  which  he  was  for  a  time  active  financial  secre- 
tary, and  also  a  member  of  the  order  of  Foresters.  In  June,  1896,  he  married  Bertha 
Zimmerman  of  Buffalo. 

Reimers,  John,  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  School  Furniture  Company's  Foundry, 
w^as  born  in  Kesten  Hoge,  Mechlenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  April  1,  1846,  and  is 
one  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  This  family  is  remarkable  an  account  of  their 
physical  size,  ranging  in  weight  from  260  pounds  to  380,  the  weight  of  the  youngest 
daughter,  who  is  as  sprightly  as  many  people  less  than  one-half  her  weight.  Mr. 
Reimers's  father,  Joseph  Reimers,  was  a  mechanic;  he  came  to  Buffalo  in  1857  and 
for  some  twenty  years  before  his  death  had  charge  of  George  L.  Squires  Company's 
manufacturing  plant.  John  Reimers  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  place  until 
eleven  years  of  age  and  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  until  fourteen  when  he  began 
his  trade  of  moulder ;  this  he  has  followed  ever  since,  being  connected  with  different 
concerns.  From  1872  to  1877  he  owned  and  conducted  a  brass  foundry  and  for  two 
years  subsequent  owned  one-fotirth  interest  in  the  Buffalo  Steam  Heating  Co.  at 
Lancaster.  In  1879  Mr.  Reimers  engaged  with  the  Buffalo  School  Furniture  Co. 
and  since  1880  to  the  present  time  he  has  had  charge  of  their  foundry.  He  resides 
in  Lancaster,  where  he  owns  a  residence.  He  served  his  town  one  year  as  high- 
way commissioner,  being  elected  by  the  Republicans.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Arnum  Lodge  No.  225,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Will,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  they  had  Ave  daughters  and  one  son. 

Rose,  J.  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Mansfield,  Pa.,  in  1874,  a  son  of  James  E.  and 
Margaret  E.  (Everett)  Rose.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Mansfield,  from  which  institution  he 
was  honorably  graduated  in  1890.  After  graduation  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  the  management  of  the 
Crandall  Harness  Co.  The  ability  and  fidelity  he  has  exhibited  in  the  management 
of  the  company's  extensive  affairs  have  made  him  very  popular  with  the  citizens  of 
East  Buffalo,  and  none  is  held  in  higher  esteem  than  J.  W.  Rose. 

Holland,  Nelson,  Buffalo,  is  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Holland,  the  first  of 
the  family  in  America,  who  came  in  1634.  He  was  a  merchant  and  the  whole  line 
were  men  of  unusual  longevity,  averaging  over  seventy  years.  Mr.  Holland  is  one 
of  the  best  types  of  a  self-made  man.  He  was  born  in  Belchertown,  Mass.,  June 
24,  1829,  removing  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1836,  and  one  year  later  to  Springville,  Erie 
county,  where  he  lived  on  a  farm  and  received  a  common  school  education,  sawing 
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wood  to  pay  for  his  tuition.  In  1850  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  worked  for  his  uncle, 
Selim  Sears,  who  was  then  operating  a  mill  at  Saginaw,  Mich.  A  year  later  found 
him  in  Michigan,  purchasing  and  shipping  lumber  to  Oliver  Bugbee,  a  Buffalo  dealer; 
three  years  later  he  joined  William  Oaks,  of  Detroit,  in  purchasing  the  Barnard  in- 
terest in  the  firm  of  Barnard  &  Brooks  saw  mill,  which  stood  near  where  now  stands 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  station.  They  soon  after  purchased  of  S.  S.  Barnard 
4,000  acres  of  Michigan  pine  lands,  and  in  1855  Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.  Oaks  pur- 
chased a  mill  at  St.  Clair.  In  the  year  1863  they  dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  Holland 
taking  the  mill  and  Mr.  Oaks  the  standing  timber  to  supply  the  Fletcher  mill.  In 
1864  Mr.  Holland  bought  4,000  acres  for  $16,000;  this  tract  cut  100,000,000  feet  of 
good  timber,  leaving  much  waste.  In  1864  he  left  his  mill  in  St.  Clair  m  charge  of 
his  brother  Luther,  and  went  to  Buffalo  to  look  after  the  sale  of  the  output.  He  then 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  planmg  mill  of  Eton,  Brown  &  Co.,  and  later  added  to 
his  purchases  more  mills  and  pine  lands,  extending  his  possessions  into  Canada. 
After  forty  years'  of  active  operations  in  the  pine  forests  of  Michigan,  seeing  all  the 
ups  and  downs  of  the  lumbering  industry  in  that  State,  including  the  panics  of  1857, 
1873  and  1893,  Mr.  Holland  retains  much  of  his  old  time  vigor,  ambition  and  force 
with  which  to  carry  forward  his  plans  of  future  operations.  In  1887  the  Buffalo  firm 
of  Holland,  Graves  &  Montgomery  was  organized,  since  which  time  they  have  han- 
dled over  500,000,000  feet  of  pine  lumber.  Mr.  Holland  is  a  past  master  in  the  art 
of  manipulating  pine  forests  and  getting  the  product  into  marketable  form.  He  has 
probably  cut  and  consumed  both  directly  and  indirectly  more  pine  lumber  than  any 
other  man. 

Hoyt,  Richard  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  that  city  September  6,  1850.  He  received 
a  common  school  education  from  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  after  which  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  in  which  he  was  engaged  at  various 
places  until  1880,  when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden  boxes  on  a  very 
small  scale.  In  1887  he  admitted  to  membership  in  the  business  H.  B.  Loomis,  which 
copartnership  continued  until  1893,  when  Mr.  Hoyt  assumed  full  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness and  has  since  conducted  same  alone.  This  is  now  one  of  the  largest  concerns 
of  the  kind  in  Western  New  York,  giving  employment  to  from  thirty  to  forty  work- 
men, having  a  capacity  of  two  and  one-half  million  feet  of  lumber  annually.  Mr. 
Hoyt  was  married  August  23,  1873,  to  Julia  A.  Bentley  of  North  Evans,  Erie 
county,  N.  Y. 

Hammer,  Conrad,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  best  brewers  in  the  country,  having  had 
thirty  years'  experience  in  the  business.  He  was  born  in  Rhein-Hessen,  Germany, 
in  1851,  and  came  to  America  in  1867.  Alter  working  in  Buffalo  and  in  all  the 
principal  breweries  in  the  West,  he  returned  to  Germany,  where  he  took  a  regular 
course  in  the  brewing  business  to  more  complete  his  knowledge  m  this  line,  and 
again  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  with  Joseph  Haverstraw  as  foreman  for  a 
number  of  years.  This  brewery  was  turned  into  the  German-American  Brewery 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Hammer  was  foreman  for  eight  years.  In  1893  he  built 
the  Germania  Brewery,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Bailey  avenue,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  one  year  and  then  made  a  stock  company  of  it,  in  which  he  holds  one- 
third  interest  and  is  vice-president  and  superintendent.  Under  this  management 
the  business  has  thrived,  and  out  of  the  eighteen  breweries  in  the  city  it  ranks 
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ninth.  In  politics  Mr.  Hammer  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  married  man  with  a  fam- 
ily of  six  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Benson,  Edwin  A.,  manager  of  the  Wagner  Palace  Car  Co.'s  Buffalo  Works,  was 
born  at  Easton,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  January  13,  1848.  His  parents  removed 
to  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  when  he  was  quite  young,  where  he  received  a  liberal  education 
from  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  in  1866  under  Professor  Dann,  receiving 
a  teacher's  certificate.  He  early  evinced  an  interest  in  machinery,  which  was  evi- 
dently inherited  fiom  his  father,  who  was  a  skilled  mechanic  and  inventor,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  entered  the  shops  which  were  managed  by  his  father,  where  he  remained 
until  he  had  thoroughly  mastered  the  machinist's  trade.  He  at  this  juncture  re- 
moved to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
under  an  uncle  who  was  a  prominent  contractor  at  that  place.  After  a  time  in  the 
employ  of  his  uncle  he  went  to  Rockford,  111.,  remaining  for  a  short  time  only,  when 
he  went  to  Aurora,  111.  It  was  while  at  this  place  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Bissell,  with  whom  he  has  since  been  closely  associated.  After  two  years 
at  Aurora  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  Pullman  shops  at  Detroit,  where  he  re- 
mained from  1872  to  1879;  during  this  time  he  was  sent  to  Paterson,  N.  J.,  to  set  up 
twenty-five  thirty  feet  cabs  for  the  engines,  to  be  used  on  the  Metropohtan  Elevated 
Road  in  New  York,  which  were  built  by  the  Grant  Locomotive  Works,  His  next 
place  was  in  St.  Louis  as  superintendent  of  repairs  for  the  Union  Depot  Company, 
having  charge  of  all  repairs  and  car  cleaning,  and  remained  there  eight  months 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  machinery  department  of  the  Missouri  Car  Foundry  Co., 
remaining  there  only  a  few  months  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Pullman 
Company  at  the  new  town  of  Pullman,  111.  He  was  the  first  settler  of  the  town,  and 
made  out  the  first  requisition  for  tools  and  material  used  for  car  building  purposes  at 
these  works.  In  1883,  on  account  of  ill  health,  the  company  removed  him  to  St. 
Louis,  givmg  him  charge  of  the  shops  at  that  city,  where  he  remained  until  March  1, 
1886,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  company  and  entered  the  service  of  the 
Wagner  Company  at  Schenectady,  as  master  car  builder,  and  when  the  new  plant  was 
established  at  Buffalo  he  was  made  assistant  manager  of  this  extensive  plant,  which 
position  he  filled  until  April  1,  1895.  At  this  time  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
Wagner  Palace  Car  Co.'s  Buffalo  Works,  vice  Mr.  T.  A.  Bissell  resigned.  Mr.  Ben- 
son was  married  January  9,  1870,  in  Rockford,  111.,  to  Sarah  A.  Burt  of  Castile,  Wy- 
oming county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Benson  is  a  thorough-going  business  man  and  has  the 
happy  faculty  of  retaining  and  constantly  adding  to  his  circle  of  friends. 

Brown,  Robert  Sivewright,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Bathurst,  New  Brunswick,  Miri- 
machi  county,  Lower  Provinces  of  Canada,  of  Robert  and  Carolina  Elizabeth  Sive- 
wright Brown,  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1865,  and  has  resided  in  Buffalo  on 
Hagerman  street,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Hydraulic,  since  1870.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  old  public  school  No.  5  on  Seneca  street,  passing  as  far  through  as 
the  second  grade  when  had  to  leave  to  go  to  work  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
starting  as  newsboy  and  bootblack,  and  while  such  had  as  customers  the  Hon. 
Grover  Cleveland,  Hon.  Lyman  K.  Bass,  Wilson  S.  Bissell,  Robert  C.  Titus,  Mark 
H.ubbell,  present  city  clerk  of  Buffalo,  and  others.  His  first  business  experience  was 
in  the  tannery  of  Hartwell  Bowen,  where  he  remained  for  about  two  years,  and  then 
went  to  work  as  waiter,  learning  it  in  the  employ  of  Charles  Huber,  in  the  Model 
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Coffee  House,  where  he  remained  until  1883,  when  he  then  learned  the  trade  of  paper 
hanging  and  decorating,  which  trade  he  has  followed  ever  since,  working  for  the 
house  of  Adams  &  Allen,  616  Main  street,  Buffalo.  In  1894  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  John  J.  McKenna  and  went  into  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown  & 
McKenna,  dealers  in  fine  wall  papers  and  mouldings,  at  702  Swan  street,  Buffalo. 
Starting  by  carrying  a  stock  at  Mr.  Brown's  house  and  having  a  show  room  10  by  12, 
with  plate  glass  front  on  Swan  street,  they  now  occupy  a  store  on  the  same  location, 
20  by  50,  and  carrying  a  large  stock  of  the  finest  grades  of  paper.  In  1889  he  mar- 
ried Mary  L.  Couburn  of  Buffalo,  born  in  1872,  and  were  blessed  with  four  children, 
of  which  one  (Hazel  Gertrude  Brown)  is  now  living,  being  four  years  of  age. 

Ortman,  Barnim  F.,  Buffalo,  is  well  known  to  the  entire  community,  having  been 
for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  Urban  Mills,  which  are  the  largest  flour  mills 
in  Western  New  York.  Previous  to  his  locating  in  Buffalo  he  was  employed  in 
some  of  the  largest  mills  m  Minneapolis.  He  is  thoroughly  proficient  in  his  line 
and  is  recognized  authority  on  all  subjects  appertaining  to  the  manufacture  of  flour, 
which  an  experience  of  nearly  forty  years  of  activity  in  the  business  would  neces- 
sarily bestow.  In  February,  1872,  Mr.  Ortman  married  Avis  M.  Taylor  of  Anoka, 
Minn. 

Flickinger,  George  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county.  N.Y., 
September  26,  1875,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  village. 
When  he  was  quite  young  he  entered  the  grocery  store  of  his  brothers  as  a  clerk, 
and  remained  with  them  for  a  period  of  four  years,  when  he  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  at  No.  1847  Niagara  street,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
and  growing  business,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  in  that 
section  of  the  city.  Mr.  Flickinger  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Theresa  (Zimmerman) 
Flickinger,  who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  about  1854,  setthng  in  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.  His  father  was  town  clerk  of  Boston  for  thirty  years  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  most  respected  pioneer  families  of  Erie  county. 

Grad,  Anthony  J.,  Buffalo,  carriage  and  wagon  manufacturer,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  in  1858,  and  has  followed  his  present  vocation  since  early  youth. 
This  business  was  established  in  1875  by  Eugene  HickmaiL,  and  succeeded  by  the 
present  proprietor  in  1881.  The  premises  here  occupied  consist  of  a  well  equipped 
three-story  building  30  by  40  feet,  where  the  manufacture  of  carriages  and  wagons  is 
extensively  carried  on.  In  this  direction  Mr.  Grad  claims  that  from  his  long  and 
successful  experience  in  business  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  work  and  material 
required  he  is  able  to  guarantee  the  best  results.  His  career  in  Buffalo  has  been  one 
of  uninterrupted  success,  due  to  the  judicious  management  given  the  business. 

Hickman,  Arthur  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Isaac  and  Eliza  (Bale)  Hickman,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1847,  was  born  in  Marshall,  Calhoun  county,  Mich., 
June  18,  1850,  and  moved  with  the  family  to  Buffalo  in  1851.  After  graduating  from 
the  Buffalo  Central  High  School  in  1868,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Austin  &  Austin,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1871.  In  1872  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Benjamin  H.  Austin,  which 
continued  until  1880.  Later  he  was  associated  with  Nathaniel  S.  Rosenau  for  about 
two  years.    In  1894  William  Palmer  was  admitted  to  partnership  under  the  present 
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firm  name  of  Hickman  &  Palmer.  Mr.  Hickman  was  elected  in  1881  by  the  Repub- 
licans to  represent  the  Third  Assembly  District  of  Erie  county  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  re-elected  in  1882.  He  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Miss  Alice  Gregory 
of  Buffalo. 

Reuhng,  John  H.,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Teuber)  Reuling,  was  born 
in  Buffalo  in  April,  1867.  After  acquiring  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools 
he  entered  business  with  his  father  and  continued  with  him  until  February,  1896, 
when  he  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm.  They  are  general  contractors, 
builders,  lumber  dealers,  planing  mill,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Reuling  has  charge  of  the  mill. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public  affairs. 

La  Clair,  Joseph,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Loraine,  France,  December  28,  1848.  He 
was  educated  in  his  native  country,  and  when  the  war  between  France  and  Germany 
broke  out,  served  two  years  in  the  French  army.  Thinking  there  were  better  oppor- 
tunities in  the  New  World,  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Utica,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  was  employed  by  General  Deering  in  the  lumber  business  for  a  period  of 
two  years.  He  at  this  date  started  in  the  bakery  business  on  a  small  scale  and  in 
1885  removed  his  business  to  Buffalo.  Mr.  La  Clair  now  conducts  one  of  the  largest 
pie  and  cake  bakeries  in  Buffalo,  giving  employment  to  fourteen  workmen,  has 
five  delivery  wagons,  and  turns  out  daily  over  two  thousand  pies  and  from  six  to  nine 
hundred  dozen  cakes.  The  premises  occupied  are  28  by  190  feet.  April  2,  1878,  Mr. 
La  Clair  married  Cora  Hurrell,  who  died  July  24,  1880,  and  on  June  22,  1886,  he  mar- 
ried Magdalena  Lotz  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  Edward  J.,  John  and 
Florence.  Mr.  La  Clair  is  thoroughgoing,  industrious,  and  by  close  attention  to  the 
demands  of  the  trade  he  has  made  his  venture  a  conspicuous  and  profitable  success. 

Vogt,  John  F.,  Buffalo. — Among  the  most  successful  and  popular  of  those  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  light  carriages  and  wagons,  and  whose  handsome  establish- 
ment at  Nos.  324  and  326  Seneca  street  is  one  of  the  most  complete  and  best  ap- 
pointed in  the  city,  is  that  owned  and  operated  by  J.  F.  Vogt.  He  was  born  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  March  16,  1861.  After  attending  the  public  schools  he  entered  the 
carriage  works  of  Peter  Black,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  and  remained  in 
his  employ  for  a  period  of  six  years,  when  he  removed  to  New  York  and  after  a  short 
stay  in  that  city  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  employed 
in  dift'erent  establishments  in  Buffalo  until  1893  when  he  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account.  Mr.  Vogt  employs  only  the  most  skillful  men  in  his  shops,  and  he  be- 
ing a  practical  carriage  maker  can  guarantee  all  work  turned  out  to  be  strictly  first 
class  in  all  respects.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Mayer  &  Vogt,  but 
succeeded  that  firm  in  March,  1897. 

Thorne,  George  L. — Among  the  foremost  real  estate  men  of  Buffalo  stands  George 
L.  Thorne.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  C.  and  Grace  (Buckingham)  Thorne,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1835.  His  father's  ancestors  were  soldiers  in  the 
British  army,  while  his  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Buckingham  family.  Mr. 
Thorne,  however,  is  an  American  born  and  an  American  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
He  was  married  to  Dollie  P.  Dana,  May  2,  1867,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  soon  after 
came  to  Buffalo  where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  The  Elm  wood  district  was  the 
scene  of  Mr.  Thome's  first  real  estate  operations.  He  was  instrumental  in  securing 
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the  opening  and  extension  of  Elmwood  avenue  and  in  later  years  he  also  was  one  of 
the  first  advocates  of  the  Elmwood  bridge.  He  afterwards  operated  successfully  in 
South  Buffalo,  Kensington,  Parkside,  Highland  Park,  Meadow  View  Park,  Central 
Park,  Crocker  Park,  Summit  Park,  Delaware  Hill,  Black  Rock  and  other  districts. 
He  also  has  been  the  organizer  of  many  land  companies.  While  he  cannot  be  num- 
bered among  the  founders  of  Buffalo,  George  L.  Thorne  will  always  be  mentioned 
in  connection  with  her  suburban  growth  and  development. 

Hill,  Herbert  M.,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  best  known  theoretical  and  practical 
chemists  in  the  country.  He  was  born  at  Burr's  Mills,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y. ,  May 
19,  1856.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  at  Watertown,  N,  Y.  This  thorough 
preliminary  course  did  much  towards  fitting  him  for  his  present  work.  He  was 
graduated  from  Hamilton  College  in  June,  1879,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. ;  the  last 
two  years  of  his  college  course  he  was  assistant  in  charge  of  the  chemical  laboratory 
at  the  college.  In  1879-80  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Hamilton  in  chemistry 
and  mineralogy.  In  1880  Dr.  Hill  was  sent  to  Minnesota  by  eastern  capitalists  to 
prospect  for  iron ;  this  trip  resulted  in  the  establishing  of  mines  at  Tower  in  North- 
ern Minnesota.  Upon  his  return  he  was  appointed  professor  of  natural  sciences  and 
mathematics  in  the  High  School  at  Watertown,  which  office  he  filled  for  eight  years. 
In  1889  he  accepted  the  professorship  of  chemistry  and  toxicology  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  Buffalo. 
He  is  also  professor  of  general  and  analytical  chemistry  in  the  Buffalo  College  of 
Pharmacy.  From  1885  to  1889  he  was  chemist  to  the  State  Dairy  Commission,  and 
now  ably  fills  the  position  of  city  chemist.  He  is  consulting  chemist  for  numerous 
chemical  and  manufacturing  establishments  and  has  figured  as  an  expert  in  a  num- 
ber of  important  criminal  cases.  Dr.  Hill  has  been  twice  honored  by  his  alma 
mater,  in  1882  receiving  his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  and  in  1890  that  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy.    June  1, 1880,  he  married  Amanda  Elizabeth  Isdell  of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Roos,  George. — Among  the  leading  horse  dealers  of  East  Buffalo,  none  is  more 
conspicuous  than  George  Roos.  While  not  a  native  born  Buffalonian,  he  has  spent 
almost  his  entire  life  in  that  city.  His  first  business  experience  was  with  his  father, 
who  established  the  now  famous  "Iroquois  Brewery,"  and  he  remained  with  him 
until  1863,  when  he  succeded  his  father  in  business,  at  the  same  time  establishing 
himself  in  the  horse  business,  which  is  now  one  of  the  leading  concerns  at  the  East 
Buffalo  horse  market.  The  firm  of  George  Roos  &  Son  handle  annually  over  one 
thousand  head  of  horses.  Mr.  Roos  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Regina  (Bergtold)  Roos, 
who  came  from  France  to  Buffalo  in  1829.  November  6,  1853,  Mr.  Roos  married 
Julia  Debolt  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Johnson,  Burt  Corydon,  M.D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  county, 
N.  Y.,  June  8,  1869.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Gowanda  Academy, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1885.  The  same  year  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  his  father  and  one  year  later  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo,  med- 
ical department.  From  this  institution  he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1890.  He 
then  spent  one  year  and  a  half  as  interne  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  and  since 
that  time  has  been  associated  with  Dr.  Devillo  W.  Harrington  in  the  practice  of  his 
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profession.  Dr.  Johnson  is  a  son  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Johnson,  who  has  been  in  practice  at 
Gowanda  for  over  forty  years.  The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society  and  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  Was  married  in  June,  1895,  to  Miss  Jessie 
D.  Anderson  of  Indianapolis,  Ind, 

Mixer,  Sylvester  Frederick,  M.  D.  (deceased),  was  born  in  Morristown,  Madison 
county,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1815.  He  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department 
of  Yale  College  in  1841,  and  in  the  same  year  established  himself  as  a  general  prac- 
titioner in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  1847  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York  city.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Med- 
ical Society  and  president  of  the  same  in  1852;  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Erie 
County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  From  1858  to 
1874  he  was  the  attending  physician  and  later  consulting  physician  to  the  Buffalo 
City  Hospital.  Dr.  Mixer  was  married  on  February  28,  1858,  to  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Perrin  Knowlton  of  Cincinnati,  O,    Dr.  Mixer  died  September  16,  1888. 

Moulton,  Mrs.  John  F.,  Buffalo. — John  F.  Moulton  was  born  at  Beverly,  Mass., 
February  3,  1841,  which  was  also  the  native  place  of  his  parents.  His  grandfather 
was  Capt.  Tarbox  Moulton,  a  well  known  sea  captain  and  ship  owner,  who  lost 
three  of  his  vessels  in  the  French  war  of  1812;  while  his  father,  Charles  Moulton, 
was  a  merchant  of  Beverly.  His  mother,  Abby  Cole,  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  respected  New  England  families.  John  F.  was  educated  m 
the  best  New  England  schools  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  with  his  father.  In  1862  he  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  where  he 
was  soon  recognized  as  one  of  that  city's  leading  business  men.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Battle  Creek,  elected  alderman  in  1865, 
and  in  1867  was  elected  president  of  the  Battle  Creek  Gas  Company.  At  about  this 
time  Mr.  Moulton  became  interested  in  railroading,  and  secured  the  contract  for 
building  the  Buffalo  and  Jamestown  road  and  removed  to  Buffalo,  which  city  was 
ever  after  his  home.  Mr.  Moulton  had  touched  the  business  life  of  Erie  county  on 
more  points  than  one ;  the  history  of  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Company  of  Buffalo  is 
a  portion  of  his  biography,  he  occupying  the  office  of  president  of  that  company 
from  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1881  until  the  date  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  28,  1887.  Mr.  Moulton  married  Lucy  O.  Giles  of  Beverly,  Mass.,  who  still 
survives  him.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters  and  one  son,  Frank  T. 
Moulton  of  the  comptroller's  office. 

Weppner,  August  F. — The  oldest  and  leading  meat  market  in  Buffalo  is  that  of 
August  F.  Weppner,  which  was  established  by  his  father  in  1845  and  has  been  con- 
ducted at  the  presont  location  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice  since 
1878,  and  during  the  twenty  years'  interim  has  been  steadily  growing  in  popularity 
and  patronage.  Mr.  Weppner  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  11,  1854.  He  is  a  man 
of  strict  integrity,  is  upright  and  fair  in  his  dealings  and  sustains  a  high  reputation 
as  a  business  man  and  citizen. 

Forbush,  Charles  P.,  Buffalo,  general  manager  for  Joseph  Metz,  contractor  and 
builder,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  September  10,  1868.  He  received  his  education 
from  the  public  schools  and  a  military  academy,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  the 
class  of  1880.    His  first  business  experience  was  with  the  Lackawanna  Express  Com- 
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pany,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  His  next  employmeut  was  with  the  firm  of 
Smith  &  Miller  as  bookkeeper,  remaining  with  this  firm  for  one  year,  when  he  was 
offered  the  management  of  the  business  of  Joseph  Metz,  which  he  accepted  and  has 
smce  been  employed.  Mr.  Forbush  is  a  young  man  widely  known  and  highly 
respected  as  the  head  of  the  leading  house  in  its  line  in  the  Queen  City. 

Bagley,  Thomas,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  in  1853,  a 
son  of  Thomas  Bagley  (who  was  an  iron  worker),  and  Hannah  (Unwin)  Bagley. 
When  a  lad  Thomas  B.  learned  the  iron  worker's  trade  and  in  1873  came  to  America 
a  poor  boy,  his  parents  having  died  in  the  mean  time.  He  came  direct  to  Buffalo, 
and  engaged  at  his  trade  with  P.  P.  Pratt,  later  with  Pratt  &  Letchworth,  as  a 
skilled  workman.  He  was  soon  made  foreman  of  his  department,  and  there  re- 
mained a  number  of  years.  Being  a  student  with  the  ambition  to  acquire  a  higher 
intellectual  and  social  position,  the  profession  of  medicine  was  his  choice,  and  with 
this  purpose  in  view,  he  called  on  old  Doctor  Rochester,  the  father  of  medicine  in 
Buffalo,  a  lover  of  the  student  and  beloved  by  all  students,  and  from  him  he  re- 
ceived encouragement.  For  some  time  after  he  worked  at  his  bench  with  his  med- 
ical book  before  him,  and  in  1886  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1889.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  meeting  with  success  that  a  man  of  Dr.  Bagley's  perseverance  is  trul}'- 
worthy  of.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roswell  Park  Medical  Club,  and  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Riverside  Hospital.  He  is  physician 
for  the  order  of  Red  Men,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America.  In 
1891  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Fee,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  sons. 

Fehr,  Albert,  Buffalo,  the  assistant  agent  for  the  American  Express  Company, 
was  born  in  Lyons,  Wayne  count3%  N.  Y.,  December  12,  1858,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Seeburger)  Fehr.  Joseph  Fehr  came  to  Buffalo  from  Germany  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  later  went  to  Lyons,  where  he  conducted  a  meat  market. 
Albert  Fehr  attended  the  public  schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered 
the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  a  year  later.  He  was  then  engaged  four  years  in  the  Lyons  post-office 
as  clerk  under  J.  W.  Van  Etten,  and  later  engaged  with  the  American  Express 
Company  at  Lyons,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  as  freight  clerk  and  cashier  at  Lyons, 
but  after  a  year's  time  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  American  Express  Company 
and  was  sent  to  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  chief  clerk  of  that  office  for  over  a 
year.  His  w^ork  there  was  so  well  done  and  satisfactorily  executed  that  the  general 
superintendent  transferred  him  to  the  general  office  at  Buffalo,  where  he  remained 
ten  years  and  in  1892  received  the  appointment  as  assistant  agent.  In  December, 
1896,  his  duties  were  increased  by  bemg  put  in  full  charge  of  the  drivers,  the  trans- 
fer work  and  the  company's  through  business  at  the  Green  street  station.  To  this 
position  Mr.  Fehr  has  risen  with  the  company  by  his  progressive  ideas  and  his 
studious  and  strict  attention  to  business.  In  1882  Mr.  Fehr  married  EHsabeth 
Stephen  of  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  a  son  and  daughter.  Mrs.  Fehr  died  in  1889. 
In  April,  1897,  Mr.  Fehr  married  Louise  Stephen,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Oaks,  Samuel  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1836.  He 
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was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  early  life  was  a  farmer.  He  has  resided 
in  Buffalo  since  1861,  and  was  a  traveling  salesman  for  Walbridge  &  Co.  for  sixteen 
years  and  for  several  years  has  been  general  manager  of  the  stove  department  of 
Walbridge  &  Co.  September  9,  1863,  he  married  Phoebe  M.  Gould  of  his  native 
town,  and  they  had  two  daughters,  Hattie  L.  and  Carrie  E.  Hattie  L.  married 
W.  W.  McKee  in  Buffalo,  June  6,  1896;  Mr.  McKee  is  engineer  in-chief  of  the  Wor- 
cester Consolidated  Electric  Street  Railway  plant  of  Worcester,  Mass.  ;  they  have 
two  children,  Winifred  and  Samuel  A.  Carrie  E.  married  George  O.  Sloan  of 
Buffalo,  September  26,  1894;  Mr.  Sloan  is  an  engineer  and  steam  and  gas  fitter. 
Mr.  Oaks  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240  F.  &  A.  M.  His  father,  Samuel 
Oaks,  was  born  in  Worcester,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1798  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  town  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1808.  In  1818  he  married 
Esther  Albee,  and  they  had  thirteen  children;  ten  grew  to  maturity,  whose  names 
are  Albee,  William,  Anna,  George,  Silas  A.,  Lavina  J.,  Norman  W.,  Samuel  D., 
(as  above),  Eunice  and  Mary.  Mr.  Oaks  died  May  28,  1850,  and  his  widow  July  4, 
1868.  Mr.  Oaks's  grandfather,  Salathel  Albee,  was  born  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1764.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  Samuel  Oaks  served 
in  the  war  of  1812  at  Fort  Erie.  Mr.  Oaks's  grandmother,  Anna  Lobdell,  was  born 
at  Nine  Partn  ers,  N.  Y. ,  in  1769  and  married  Salathel  Albee.  They  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Esther  (as  above).  The  ancestry  of  the  family  is  German  and  Scotch  of  New 
England  origin. 

Wiedrich,  Col.  Michael. — Among  the  leading  and  reliable  insurance  agencies  of 
Buffalo  whose  career  bears  evidence  of  their  solidity  and  good  management  is  that 
conducted  by  Col.  Michael  Wiedrich,  located  at  No.  448  Main  street.  Colonel  Wied- 
rich has  prosecuted  his  present  vocation  since  1866.  Prior  to  his  locating  in  the 
Queen  City  of  the  Lakes  he  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  France,  where  he  was  born 
September  23,  1820.  When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try, coming  direct  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  variously  em- 
ployed until  1861,  when  the  call  to  arms  was  heard  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to 
respond.  He  organized  the  first  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery  (since  called  Wiedrich's  Bat- 
tery) and  was  unanimously  selected  as  commander  of  the  same.  In  1864  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  15th  Heavy  Artillery;  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  brevetted  colonel  by  President  Andrew  Johnson  for  meritorious 
service,  June  2,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  on  account  of  wounds  received,  when  he 
returned  to  Buffalo ;  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected  receiver  of  taxes,  which 
office  he  held  for  two  terms.  In  1866  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  which 
he  has  since  conducted.  Colonel  Wiedrich  is  a  gentleman  of  culture,  refinement, 
and  the  highest  integrity  and  an  influential  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
F.  &  A.  M. 

Ullenbruch,  James  H.,  Buffalo,  is  the  second  son  of  Joseph  and  Christina  (Hilger) 
Ullenbruch,  and  was  born  March  28,  1858,  in  Germany.  In  1871  the  family  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  Joseph  Ullenbruch  was  engaged  in 
the  wholssale  grocery  business  until  his  death  about  1886.  James  H.  attended  a 
grammar  -  school  in  his  native  country  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  after- 
ward spent  two  years  in  the  academy  at  Bonn,  on  the  Rhine.  On  arriving  in  Detroit 
he  entered  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
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1873;  he  then  entered  the  optical  store  and  manufactory  of  L.  Black  &  Co.,  opticians, 
of  that  city,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1882,  serving  two  years  in  the  factory, 
and  being  in  charge  of  their  retail  business  for  two  years  and  later  of  the  wholesale 
department.  In  1876  he  took  a  special  course  under  Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  the  noted 
oculist.  He  thoroughly  learned  every  branch  of  the  optical  business,  from  the 
minutest  details  of  the  manufacture  to  the  work  of  skillfully  fitting  and  adjusting  the 
lens,  and  by  careful  study  and  untiring  devotion  has  placed  himself  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  leading  opticians  of  the  country.  Novevember  27,  1879,  he  married 
Caroline  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  M.  J.  Hechtnes,  of  Detroit.  In  1882  Mr.  Ullen- 
bruch  removed  to  Buffalo  and  purchased  the  optical  establishment  of  J.  M. 
Ollendorff,  then  located  at  No.  274  Main  street,  which  he  moved  in  May,  1896,  to 
No.  286  Main  street.  For  several  years  he  handled  optical  goods  exclusively,  but 
recently  has  added  a  line  of  watches,  diamonds,  and  fine  jewelry.  Mr.  Ullenbruch 
has  been  eminently  successful  in  this  business,  and  is  a  recognized  leader  of  his  pro- 
fession m  the  city.  He  is  past  chancellor  of  Branch  15,  C.  M.  B.  A.,  president  of 
Catholic  Institute  Council,  No.  174  C.  B.  L.,  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic 
Institute,  and  a  trustee  of  St.  Louis  church.  As  a  citizen  he  is  public  spirited, 
enterprising  and  progressive. 

Fox  &  Fox,  Buffalo. — The  largest  show  card  and  label  finishing  establishment  of 
its  kind  in  the  world  is  that  of  Fox  &  Fox  of  Buffalo.  This  business  was  estab- 
lished in  1882  in  Rochester,  and  branched  out  in  Buffalo  in  1888.  It  increased  so 
rapidly  m  the  West  that  they  were  compelled  to  move  the  main  office  and  works  in 
1889  to  Buffalo,  where  they  now  occupy  ample  premises,  conveniently  located  on 
Erie  street.  The  building  is  brick,  three  stories  in  height,  with  basement,  25  by  150 
feet  in  dimensions.  It  is  equipped  with  ample  steam  power,  and  the  best  improve- 
ments in  machinery  and  appliances  suitable  to  the  business.  From  thirty  to  fifty 
skilled  operators  are  employed,  who  turn  out  the  very  finest  work.  Fine  labels, 
maps,  book- covers  aud  show  cards  are  much  improved  by  embossing  and  varnish- 
ing and  the  work  made  much  more  serviceable  for  shelf  and  store  ware.  Gummed 
paper  is  made  to  order,  or  is  gummed  after  being  printed.  It  lays  flat  and  keeps  in 
every  climate.  Maps,  show  cards,  hangers,  etc.,  cloth-backed,  taped  and  tin  mount- 
ed, are  neatly  and  promptly  executed.  They  cut  straight  paper  and  dies  of  all  odd 
and  intricate  shapes,  labels,  show  cards,  fans,  calendars,  tags,  cigarette  boxes, 
envelopes,  seed  bags  and  all  work  required  by  lithographers,  printers  and  publishers. 
The  firm  has  no  connection  with  any  printing  or  lithographing  establishment,  but 
are  general  finishers  for  the  trade.  All  work  entrusted  to  them  is  treated  in  a  con- 
fidental  manner,  and  under  no  circumstances  is  any  person  permitted  to  inspect  the 
premises  beyond  the  office.  Therefore  all  work  is  treated  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence. The  members  of  the  firm  are  Frederick  G.  and  Albert  E.  Fox,  brothers, 
natives  of  Rochester,  and  business  men  of  the  highest  standing  and  largest  ability. 
Their  trade  is  increasing  very  rapidly,  and  is  already  the  most  extensive,  in  this 
branch,  in  the  world. 

Ricker,  George  Alfred,  Buffalo,  civil  engineer,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  George 
Ricker,who  came  with  his  brother  Maturin  in  the  ship  Griffin,  with  the  Wentworth  fam- 
ily from  the  south  of  England,  and  landed  at  or  near  Dover,  N.  H.,  in  1670.  George's 
descendants  afterward  moved  to  Lebanon,  Me.,  where  they  lived  for  several  genera- 
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tions.  One  of  them,  Henry  Ricker,  great-great-grandfather  of  George  A.,  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  Moser  Ricker,  father  of  Henry,  was  an  officer  at 
Crown  Point  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  in  which  Ephraim  Ricker,  a  brother  of 
Moses,  also  served.  The  mother  of  Moses  was  a  daughter  of  Gershom  Wentworth,  colo- 
nial governor  of  New  Hampshire.  George  A.  Picker's  mother,  Sarah  A. ,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Alfred  T.  Joy,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Free  Soil  party,  State  senator  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  a  personal  friend  of  President  Lincoln.  Her  paternal  great-grand- 
father served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  her  maternal  great-uncle. 
Col.  William  Gardner,  was  a  member  of  Washington's  staff.  Charles  C.  Ricker, 
father  of  George  A.,  was  a  ship  master  and  a  naval  officer,  serving  through  the  civil 
war,  and  three  years  afterward  becoming  first  lieutenant.  He  still  resides  in  Buf- 
falo, where  for  twelve  years  he  had  charge  of  the  Erie  grain  elevator.  He  had  two 
sons,  George  A.  and  Charles  William.  George  Alfred  Ricker  was  born  in  Ports- 
mouth, N,  H.,  June  30,  1863,  and  obtained  his  education  at  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology  in  Boston.  In  1880  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  and 
after  completing  his  studies,  in  1885,  became  assistant  engineer  on  the  Buffalo 
division  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  One  year  later  he  was  made  assistant  civil  engineer 
on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  at  Helena,  Mont.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1887  he  re- 
turned to  Buffalo,  whe  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Mr.  Rickert  is  one  of  the  foremost  engineers  in  Western  New  York.  He  was  chief 
engineer  during  the  construction  of  the  Great  Gorge  Electric  road  from  Niagara 
Falls  to  Lewiston,  and  still  holds  that  position,  and  is  also  chief  engineer  for  the 
Buffalo  Traction  Company.  He  is  president  of  the  Engineers'  Society  of  Western 
New  York  and  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  and  the  Buf- 
falo Civil  Service  Commission.  November  23,  1887,  Mr.  Ricker  married  Bessie  H., 
daughter  of  Frederick  M.  Turner  and  granddaughter  of  Chester  P.  Turner  and 
William  H.  Cutter,  esq.,  all  leadmg  citizens  of  Buffalo,  the  latter  being  a  distin- 
guished lawyer.  She  is  also  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  Major  William  Wal- 
worth of  the  Revolutionary  army,  whose  brother,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  was  the  last 
chancellor  of  New  York.  Her  family  is  also  connected  with  the  family  of  President 
Madison.  Charles  William  Ricker,  only  brother  of  George  A.,  was  graduated  from 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  in  1891,  as  an  electrical  engineer,  and 
has  been  associated  with  his  brother  since  1893. 

Gleason,  Ira  T.,  one  of  the  leading  produce  commission  merchants  of  Buffalo,  was 
born  at  Ischua,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1856.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  common 
district  schools,  supplemented  with  a  course  of  four  years  at  Ten  Broeck  Free  Acad- 
emy at  Franklinville,  N.  Y.  After  leaving  school  his  first  business  experience  was 
as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  that  town  ;  after  three  years  he  purchased  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  concern,  continuing  in  this  until  1881,  at  which  time  he  was  compelled 
to  retire  from  business  on  account  of  poor  health.  He  continued  to  live  in  Frank- 
linville until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  in  company  with  H.  W.  Eacker 
opened  a  wholesale  produce  house  at  No.  100  West  Market  street.  This  business 
increased  so  rapidly  that  in  1892  they  were  compelled  to  seek  for  larger  quarters, 
and  in  that  year  built  the  large  store  which  they  now  occupy  at  No.  150  Michigan 
street.  Mr.  Gleason  is  thoroughly  experienced  in  his  line  and  is  ranked  among 
Buft'alo's  astute  business  men.  In  September,  1878,  he  married  Carrie  S.,  daughter 
of  Horatio  Stilwell,  of  Franklinville,  N.  Y. 
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Flickinger,  William  F.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  was  born  August 
9,  1866.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  the  grocery 
establishment  of  Frank  J.  Miller,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  when  he  resigned 
his  position  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  vinegar,  which  business  he  con- 
ducted for  three  years.  He  at  this  date  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  Smith  M.  Flickinger.  This  firm,  aside  from  their  business 
on  Market  street,  also  conducts  a  place  at  the  corner  of  Michigan  and  Riley  streets. 
Mr.  Flickinger  is  noted  for  his  frank  dealings  and  is  deservedly  popular  with  all  with 
whom  he  has  business. 

Wertimer,  Henry. — Prominent  among  the  leading  insurance  men  of  the  city  of 
Buffalo  is  Henry  Wertimer.  He  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  and  has  resided 
in  this  city  many  years,  having  had  long  experience  in  the  occupation  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  His  first  business  experience  in  this  country  was  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  conducted  an  insurance  agency  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  as  the 
general  agent  for  Western  New  York  for  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company.  Mr. 
Wertimer  was  president  of  the  Life  Underwriters'  Association  of  Western  New 
York  and  he  is  now  chairman  of  the  executive  committee.  He  is  an  active,  enter- 
prising and  popular  gentleman,  highly  esteemed  in  social  and  financial  circles  and  a 
most  public  spirited  citizen. 

Albro,  William  H.,  Bufi^alo,  secretary  of  the  German  Rock  Asphalt  and  Cement 
Company,  was  born  at  Kingwood,  N.  Y.,  February  1,  1818.  In  1836  he  removed  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  business  man  and  citizen.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  having  held  the  offices  of  city  clerk, 
police  justice,  justice  of  the  peace,  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Police,  deputy  comptroller 
for  six  years  and  other  offices  of  trust.  In  1891  he  became  the  secretary  of  the 
German  Asphalt  and  Cement  Company,  a  position  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Albro  is  a 
leading  citizen  of  Buffalo,  deeply  interested  in  all  that  affects  its  welfare,  and  is  very 
popular  with  and  much  esteemed  by  all  classes. 

Kamper,  Ferdinand  G.,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Catherine  (Moser)  Kamper, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  February  9,  1859.  His  mother  was  born  in  this  country 
of  German  parents.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1845,  settling  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  several  years  and  then  removed  to 
Buffalo  to  enter  the  employment  of  his  uncle  in  the  wine  and  fancy  grocery  busi- 
ness, and  whom  he  succeeded  in  1853.  The  firm  of  C.  Kamper's  Sons  was  estab- 
lished in  1890,  succeeding  Charles  Kamper,  who  retired.  C.  Kamper's  Sons,  of 
which  Fred  G.  is  the  senior  member,  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  wholesale  wine 
and  liquor  houses  in  Western  New  York.  The  premises  occupied.  No,  92  West 
Market,  running  through  to  141  Michigan  street,  are  20  by  127,  and  consist  of  three 
floors  and  basement,  where  a  complete  line  of  foreign  and  domestic  wines  and 
liquors  are  carried. 

Chaddock,  John  B,,  the  well  known  produce  dealer  of  Buffalo,  is  by  birth  a 
Wyoming  county  boy;  he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlebury,  January  13,  1860, 
and  is  a  son  of  Philander  Chaddock,  a  prosperous  farmer.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained at  the  Attica (N.  Y.)  High  School,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1879;  he  afterwards  took  a  commercial  course  of  training  in  Eastman's  Business 
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College  and  was  honorably  graduated  in  1880.  After  an  experience  of  seven  years 
in  the  coal  and  general  produce  and  grain  business  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  in  1890.  He  has  been  identified  in  the  produce  commission  business  since. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Bean,  Coward  &  Chaddock,  one  of  the 
largest  and  heaviest  produce  commission  firms  on  the  Elk  Street  Market,  identified 
as  heavy  dealers  in  general  farm  products  at  most  of  the  shipping  points  in  Western 
New  York  as  well  as  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Chaddock  was  married,  November  10,  1882,  to 
Carrie  D.,  daughter  of  Edwin  R.  Sanford  of  Machias,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, Edith  M.  and  Laurance  P.  Chaddock. 

Williamson,  Bartholomew. — Among  Buffalo's  operators  in  the  realm  of  live  stock, 
few  are  better  known  or  stand  higher  in  public  esteem  than  Bartholomew  William- 
son. He  is  a  general  live  stock  commission  broker,  and  has  an  excellent  business. 
Mr.  Williamson  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  November  3,  1832,  and  has  re- 
sided in  this  city  since  1882.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  manners  and  entire 
probity  of  character,  as  well  as  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  is  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  handling  of  live  stock. 

Van  Horn,  Burt,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Newfane,  Niagara  county,  N. 
Y.,  October  31,  1852,  a  son  of  Hon.  Burt  Van  Horn,  who  was  member  of  congressfor 
six  years,  and  a  member  of  the  vState  Legislature  for  three  years,  and  was  for  four 
years  collector  of  internal  revenue.  Burt  Van  Horn,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lockport  and  at  Yale  College, 
from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  1874.  He  then  entered 
Columbia  Law  College  of  New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  city  in 
1878.  immediately  beginning  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years,  when  he  returned  and  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  Niag- 
ara county,  a  tract  of  land  containing  350  acres  that  has  been,  in  the  family  for  over 
115  years,  he  now  having  the  third  deed  ever  recorded.  In  1895,  when  the  Buffalo 
and  Niagara  Falls  Electric  Railway  was  completed,  he  was  made  secretary,  treas- 
urer and  general  manager,  which  position  he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Van  Horn  was 
married  in  December,  1881,  to  Ellen  S  Hyde  of  New  York,  and  they  had  an  only 
son  born  to  them,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Mr.  Van  Horn  is  a  member 
of  the  Ellicott  Club,  the  Psi  Upsilon  college  fraternity,  and  the  University  Club  of 
Buffalo. 

Brush,  S.  C,  Buffalo. — William  C.  Brush,  father  of  the  Brush  Brothers,  brick 
manufacturers,  is  an  old  resident  of  Buffalo  and  a  lifelong  brick  manufacturer.  He 
was  born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y. ,  in  1819,  and  his  life  until  sixteen  years  of  age 
was  spent  on  a  farm.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1844  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  for  many  years  being  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Alexander.  They 
were  very  prosperous  and  the  business  developed  into  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  Buf- 
falo. In  1879  they  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  Brush  Brothers'  plant,  and  in 
1890  Alexander  went  out  of  the  business,  and  William,  with  three  sons,  William  H., 
Warren  H.  and  Stephen  C,  have  successfully  conducted  the  large  business  ever 
since.  Mr.  Brush  and  his  sons  are  all  Repablicans.  Mr.  Brush  is  of  Scotch  descent 
and  the  family  dates  back  many  generations  in  America.  Mr.  Brush's  first  wife  was 
Hannah  Bull,  who  bore  him  two  sons,  William  H.  and  Warren  H.  (twins),  and 


162 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


one  daughter,  Jennie.  His  second  wife  was  Susan  Barckley,  and  she  had  one  son, 
Stephen  C. 

Sims,  Orin  B.,  general  manager  for  Messrs.  Ferrin  Bros.  Co.  of  Buffalo,  wholesale 
produce  dealers,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Royalton,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  August 
27,  1860.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  for  some  years,  after  which  he  entered  a  gen- 
eral store  as  a  clerk  for  a  time,  when  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  on  his  own 
account.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  removed  to  Akron,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the 
produce  business  and  continued  in  same  for  five  years.  He  at  this  date  became  con- 
nected with  the  Ferrin  Bros.  Co.  as  their  traveling  representative,  which  position  he 
held  for  about  a  year,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  their  business 
at  that  place,  where  he  has  since  resided.  October  19,  1881,  he  married  Clara  D. 
Zimmerman  of  Royalton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Clarence  P.  and  Flora. 

Hunger,  Frank  E.,  of  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  born  May  5,  1854, 
of  Anglo-Saxon  parentage.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  at  Guilford  University;  later  he  became  a  student  in  Yale 
University,  working  his  way  and  paying  his  own  expenses;  he  studied  law  in  the 
law  department  of  this  university,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1875,  and  shortly  after  entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar  of  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  who  was  then,  and  is  now,  United  States  senator  from  that  State.  Mr. 
Hunger  entered  his  office  to  more  fully  complete  his  legal  studies,  and  to  obtain 
some  practical  experience  as  a  lawyer.  He  moved  from  there,  after  two  years 
with  the  senator,  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  Cleveland  bar.  He  practiced  law 
there  for  ten  years.  He  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1888,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
made  insurance  law  a  specialty,  and  has  been  counsel  in  many  important  insurance 
cases,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  prominent  fraternal  life  insurance 
societies.  He  is  a  society  man,  a  member  of  Ellicott  Club,  and  others  in  Buffalo  and 
is  also  a  member  of  eight  or  nine  of  the  leading  secret  benevolent  orders.  He  is, 
and  always  was,  an  uncompromising  Republican,  but  has  always  been  too  busy  to 
aspire  to  political  office,  or  for  active  political  work.  In  1887  Hr.  Hunger  married 
Fannie  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  Flora  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Hr.  and  Hrs.  Hunger 
have  one  daughter,  Agnes,  seven  years  of  age.  They  have  a  very  pleasant  home 
at  No.  446  Potomac  avenue,  Buffalo,  and  a  summer  cottage  at  Crystal  Beach, 
Ontario,  Canada. 

Germain,  Charles  B.,  Buffalo. — This  popular  and  efficient  clerk  of  the  United 
States  Court  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  11,  1844,  and  has  always  resided  in 
that  city.  His  education  was  received  from  public  and  private  schools,  followed  by 
a  collegiate  course  at  Hamilton.  In  1866  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Laning  & 
Hiller  as  a  student,  finishing  his  legal  studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Austin  & 
Austin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Hay  4,  1868.  From  that  time  until  1884  he 
was  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  February  of  that  year 
he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  United  States  Court  under  Hon.  Alfred  C.  Coxe, 
district  judge.  In  1881  he  married  Hary  J.  Begges  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  every 
relation  of  life  Hr.  Germain  is  an  exemplary  and  esteemed  citizen. 

Ashley,  John  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Camden,  N.  Y.,  Hay  21,  1852.    His  parents 
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removed  to  Walworth,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attained  his  public  school  education.  After 
finishing  school  he  began  to  support  himself  and  at  an  early  age  was  employed  as 
salesman  and  ticket  seller  with  circus  companies  for  twelve  seasons  and  later  by  the 
National  Cash  Register  Co.  of  Dayton,  O.,  as  traveling  salesman.  In  1881  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  which  he  has  since  conducted, 
Mr.  Ashley  is  a  self-made  man  and  the  success  achieved  was  due  wholly  to  his  own 
efforts.  August  9,  1881,  he  married  Harriett  E.  Neal  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Chester  B. 

Williams,  George  R.,  Buffalo. — Among  the  many  prominent  produce  commission 
merchants  in  his  section  of  Buffalo,  none  is  more  conspicuous  than  George  R. 
Williams.  He  was  born  at  Freedom,  N.  Y.,  May  7,  1857.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  the  Arcade  Academy,  and  the  Tenbrook  Free  Academy,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  latter  in  the  class  of  '75.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Railroad  a?  a  messenger  boy,  having  been  promoted 
from  time  to  time  until,  at  the  end  of  thirteen  years,  he  occupied  the  responsible 
position  of  foreman  of  the  live  stock  department.  In  1891  he  severed  his  connection 
with  this  com.pany  and  entered  into  the  produce  commission  business  in  company 
with  Mr.  Mackey.  under  the  style  of  Mackey  &  Williams.  The  first  year's  business 
amounted  to  $50,000,  and  it  has  increased  until  now  they  do  an  annual  business  of 
$300,000.  Mr.  Williams  is  recognized  as  a  solid  and  well-balanced  business  man, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  of  his  fellow  men,  both  in  a  business  and  social  point  of  view. 

Drill,  James  M.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Maryland,  living  in  Baltimore  city  up  to  ten 
years  ago,  after  two  years'  residence  in  New  York  city  came  to  Buffalo  where  he  has 
smce  resided.  During  the  war  he  was  chief  clerk  and  actmg  general  freight  agent 
of  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad,  acted  also  as  general  agent  at  important  points:  Washing- 
ton, Parkersburg,  Monocacy,  Frederick,  Benwood,  Locust  Point,  etc.,  places  requir- 
ing extra  attention  on  account  of  the  war.  The  road  extended  over  a  hundred  miles 
along  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah  Rivers  and  nearly  as  many  more  along  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cheat  River  in  West  Virginia,  where  there  were  battles  and  skirmishes 
innumerable,  and  the  business  of  the  line  was  constantly  disturbed  by  the  destroying 
of  the  road  or  burning  of  bridges,  and  required  for  the  transmission  of  freight  and 
passengers  extra  care  and  attention.  He  prepared  the  freight  tariff  of  the  road  by 
which  the  charges  on  all  government  as  well  as  other  business  was  adjusted  during 
the  war,  and  as  a  civilian  and  railroad  employee  did  what  he  could  for  the  success  of 
the  Union  army.  From  1866  and  for  twenty  years  of  continuous  service  he  was 
general  freight  agent  of  the  Northern  Central  and  Baltimore  &  Potomac  Railroad 
Companies,  continuing  up  to  the  time  when  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  absorbed 
the  above  roads,  and  managed  them  under  their  own  system  from  Philadelphia. 
During  his  two  years'  residence  in  New  York  he  was  general  agent  of  the  American 
Surety  Co.  and  division  freight  agent  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  He  came  to  Buffalo  eight 
years  ago  to  accept  the  position  of  general  sales  agent  for  the  Rochester  and  Pitts- 
burg Coal  &  Iron  Co. ,  which  he  held  for  two  years  and  then  started  in  the  coal  business 
on  his  own  account;  he  has  recently  added  real  estate  and  loans.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Baltimore  Mr.  Drill  took  an  interest  in  church  work  as  well  as  other  matters ; 
he  was  for  two  years  president  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  was  vice- 
president  and  acting  president  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association.    Hon.  James 
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A.  Gary,  postmaster-general  was  elected  president  on  the  ticket  with  Mr.  Drill  as 
vice-president,  but  Mr.  Gary  resigned  after  two  months'  occupancy  of  the  presidency 
and  the  vice-president  filled  the  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  term.  The 
board  was  pledged  to  the  work  of  a  free  library  and  their  efforts  doubtless  had  much 
to  do  in  influencing  Mr.  Pratt  in  providing  so  liberally  a  few  years  afterward  by  the 
endowment  of  Baltimore's  splendid  Free  Library.  Mr.  Drill  with  one  other  gentle- 
man started  the  Boys'  Home  of  Baltimore  and  he  raised  the  first  |500  used  in  its 
behalf.  To-day  the  home  has  a  building  costing  about  |40,000  fully  paid  for,  where 
over  100  boys  live  continually,  starting  in  at  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  and  remain- 
ing if  they  wish  up  to  twenty-one.  He  also  called  the  first  public  meeting  to  estab- 
tablish  the  Free  Summer  Excursion  Society  of  Baltimore,  which  was  a  success  from 
the  beginning  and  owns  a  beautiful  grove  of  fifteen  acres  with  suitable  buildings 
on  an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  where  tired  mothers  and  sick  children,  2,000 
each  week,  are  cared  for  in  summer.  Acting  under  the  authority  of  Bishop  Whit- 
tingham,  and  in  close  and  friendly  relations  with  the  bishop,  Mr.  Drill  established 
and  located  two  churches  in  Baltimore,  St.  Bartholomew  and  St.  George's,  both  fine 
white  marble  structures,  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  city,  now  in  successful 
operation  and  free  from  debt.  He  was  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Wednesday  Club 
of  Baltimore,  and  with  two  other  gentlemen  raised  the  necessary  amount  of  money 
to  erect  the  fine  hall  of  the  club,  which  Sullivan,  the  musical  author,  pronounced  the 
finest  hall  of  the  kind  he  had  seen  in  the  United  States.  It  is  now  the  Lyceum 
Theater.  Mr.  Drill  has  been  very  closely  confined  to  his  business,  which  has  re 
quired  a  great  deal  of  traveling,  etc. ,  and  has  not  taken  a  hand  in  church  or  other 
work  during  his  residence  in  Buffalo. 

Ryan,  Samuel  C. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  historic  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  on  the  banks  of 
the  beautiful  Hudson.  His  early  life  was  spent  at  his  beautiful  home  and  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  After  acquiring  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  he  moved  to 
New  York  city,  where  he  embarked  in  the  millinery  business  on  a  small  scale,  and  by 
hard  work,  rigid  economy  and  strict  attention  to  business  has  added  to  his  facilities 
from  time  to  time,  and  in  1881  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  opened  one  of  the  finest 
and  largest  millinery  stores  in  New  York  State  outside  of  New  York  city.  Mr. 
Ryan  was  married  in  1875  to  Sadie  A.  Morrison  of  New  York.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Artists,  the  Buffalo  Orpheus,  Buffalo  Vocal  So- 
ciety, Buffalo  Liedertafel,  and  the  Buffalo  Press  Club,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Union  Band  of  Buffalo. 

De  Ford,  Thomas  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  March  18,  1859. 
After  obtaining  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  shipping  stock  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  live 
stock  commission  business  in  the  employ  of  Reynolds,  Thompson  &  Co.,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years  as  their  hog  salesman,  then  became  connected  with  the  firm 
of  J.  F.  Sadler  &  Co.,  in  whose  employ  he  has  since  been,  having  charge  of  the  cat- 
tle department.  In  October,  1895,  Mr.  De  Ford  married  Maggie  McNerney  of  Dun- 
kirk, N.  Y. 

Smith,  Benjamin  Hill,  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Benjamin  B.  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Smith,  was 
born  near  Hamilton,  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  Ont,  July  11,  1869.    In  1884  he  left 
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liis  native  town  and  went  to  Paterson,  N.  J.,  where  he  entered  a  large  silk  mill  and 
served  an  apprenticeship,  and  remained  with  that  concern  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
Beginning  at  the  bottom  of  tHe  ladder,  he  learned  every  branch  of  the  business  from 
the  minutest  details.  In  1893  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
Buffalo  Woven  Label  Works,  and  in  1895  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  The  plant 
embraces  a  commodious  three- story  building,  fitted  up  with  a  fine  equipment  of 
latest  improved  machinery,  especially  for  the  production  of  silk  and  linen  labels,  and 
employs  a  full  force  of  skillful  operatives.  Mr.  Smith  is  yet  a  youngman,  with  many 
years  apparently  before  him  in  which  to  develop  the  prosperous  career  he  has 
started  upon.  He  is  personally  a  very  popular,  public-spirited  gentleman,  and  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P. ;  he  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C,  A.  of  Paterson,  N. 
J.,  and  of  the  Phelps  Guards,  now  known  as  the  Hobart  Guards.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Y.  M.  Society  of  Calvary  church. 

Thorne,  Albert  G.,  Buffalo. — Among  the  younger  members  of  the  Erie  county  bar, 
none  is  more  prominent  than  Albert  G.  Thorne.  He  is  a  native  born  Buffalonian, 
and  a  son  of  George  L.  and  DoUie  P.  (Dana)  Thorne.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  from  the  public  and  high  schools,  after  which  he  entered  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity, where  he  became  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity.  He  was  honor- 
ably graduated  in  1893,  the  degree  of  A.  B.  being  conferred  upon  him  at  this  time. 
In  1896  Syracuse  University  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  Mr.  Thorne 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Sprague,  Morey,  Sprague  &  Brownell,  afterwards  Sprague, 
Moot,  Sprague  &  Brownell,  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  attending  the  Buffalo  Law  School  at  the 
same  time,  where  he  became  a  member  of  the  legal  fraternity  of  Phi  Delta  Phi.  He 
was  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  also  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1895,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession.  Mr. 
Thorne  on  his  father's  side  is  of  English  descent,  commg  from  the  Buckingham  fam- 
ily, while  on  his  mother's  side  he  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Dana,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  1640.  Mr.  Thorne  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club.  On  June  26, 
1895,  Mr.  Thorne  married  Miss  Alice  Scott  Dunn,  of  Dunn  Park,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Fenton,  James,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Brant,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  was  born  January 
2.  1843.  He  acquired  a  liberal  education  from  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Fredonia 
and  Westfield  Academies  and  was  graduated  from  the  Westfield  Academy  in  the 
class  of  '61.  After  graduation  he  entered  the  service  of  his  father,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Brant,  where  he  remained  until  June,  1864,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Co.  A,  187th  N.  Y.  Inft.,  serving  his  country  faithfully  until  July,  1865,  when 
he  was  mustered  out.  He  then  returned  to  Brant  and  succeeded  his  father  in  busi- 
ness, which  he  conducted  until  1876,  when  his  saw  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  he 
discontinued  the  lumber  business  at  that  point.  Three  years  previously,  however, 
in  1873,  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Erie  Preserving  Company  and  served 
as  its  secretary  till  1887,  moving  to  Buffalo  m  the  spring  of  1878  to  manage  the  Erie 
Preserving  Company's  business  at  that  point.  In  1882  he  established  the  Buffalo 
Box  Factory  and  operated  it  in  a  small  way  until  1887,  when  he  withdrew  from  the 
Erie  Preserving  Company  and  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  box  business  and 
rapidly  developed  and  enlarged  it.  This  concern  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in 
the  country,  giving  employment  to  nearly  two  hundred  workmen,  having  a  capacity 
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of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  million  feet  of  lumber  annually.  Personally,  Mr.  Fenton 
is  a  pleasant,  active  and  popular  gentleman,  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

Rosner,  Philip,  &  Sons.  — One  of  the  leading  grocery  houses  in  Buffalo  is  that  of 
Philip  Rosner  &  Sons,  which  was  established  by  the  present  firm  in  1884.  A  care- 
fully assorted  and  first-class  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries  is  constantly  carried 
on  hand  by  them,  and  a  large  force  of  help  is  regularly  employed,  while  several 
wagons  deliver  to  all  parts  of  the  city  and  suburbs.  Messrs.  Philip  Rosner  &  Sons 
are  all  men  of  energy  and  experience,  thoroughly  responsible  in  then*  dealings,  and 
sustain  an  excellent  reputation  in  the  trade.  The  firm  is  composed  of  Philip  Rosner, 
Henry  E.  and  William  F.  Rosner. 

Potter,  Daniel  F.,  local  engineer  and  agent  for  the  General  Electric  Company, 
Buffalo,  was  born  at  South  Braintree,  Mass.,  February  3,  1869.  He  received  his 
education  from  the  public  schools,  Thayer  Academy  and  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology.  His  first  business  experience  was  with  the  Lewis  Bros.  Co.,  commis- 
sion house  in  Boston,  as  sales  agent,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
entered  the  service  of  the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  be- 
ginning at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  has  advanced  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now 
the  local  engineer  and  agent  of  the  General  Electric  Company.  Mr.  Potter  was 
married, in  June,  1892,  to  Georgieanna  Field  of  Quincy,  Mass.,  and  they  havf  one 
son,  Daniel  F.,  jr. 

Williams,  Gurdon  H.,  a  native  of  Michigan,  was  born  September  11,  1851.  His 
parents  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1854,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  the  High  School  in  1870.  His  first  business  experience  after  grad- 
uation was  in  the  grocery  business,  supplying  steamboats,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
for  ten  years.  In  1890  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  J.  B.  Longmore,  under  the 
style  of  Williams  &  Longmore,  which  continued  for  three  years,  aud  which  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  firm  of  Williams  &  Cornell,  wholesale  dealers  in  butter,  eggs  and 
cheese.  Aside  from  Mr.  Williams's  interests  in  this  cit)^  he  owns  and  operates  two 
creameries  in  Michigan  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  pounds  of  butter  daily.  He  was 
married  in  1882  to  Miss  Loretto  Marsh  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Crawford,  Jasper  T.,  one  of  the  oldest  dealers  in  salt  in  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Liver- 
pool, N.  Y.,  March  24,  1826.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  salt  industry  for  over 
forty  years,  having  charge  of  the  Syracuse  Salt  Company  Agency  at  Buft'alo  since 
1871,  The  agency  at  Buffalo  has  been  established  over  fifty  years.  Associated 
with  him  is  his  son,  E.  Homer,  who  is  also  a  gentleman  of  wide  experience  in  the 
salt  business.  Mr.  Crawford,  sr.,  does  not  give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
Buffalo  business,  his  son  looking  after  the  affairs  at  that  place.  Both  gentlemen 
are  fully  alive  to  Buffalo's  great  advantages  and  magnificent  future  and  are  deeply 
interested  in  all  that  concerns  her  welfare. 

McGuire,  Francis  W.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Wellington  county,  Ontario,  in 
August,  1866.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  High  School  in  1885.  In  1891  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Niag- 
ara University.  During  1893  and  1894  he  was  a  student  at  the  Erie  County  Alms- 
house, and  received  his  degree  in  1894,  and  immediately  commenced  the  practice  of 
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his  profession  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Hannah  (Gardiner)  McGuire,  who  were  natives  of  Canada. 

Loveland,  Henry  B. ,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Arkport, 
Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  December  9,  1860.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  the  farm, 
during  which  time  he  attended  the  district  school.  Later  he  took  a  four  years' 
course  at  the  Hornellsville  Academy;  finally,  a  full  four  years'  classical  course  at 
Hamilton  College  where  he  was  honorably  graduated  in  the  class  of  1886.  While  at 
college  he  also  took  the  full  law  course  in  the  Maynard  Law  School.  On  graduation 
he  removed  at  once  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  office  of  Wadsworth  &  Loveridge, 
but  soon  accepted  the  managing  clerkship  in  the  law  office  of  Hawkins  &  Williams, 
where  he  remained  until  1888,  when  he  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  immedi- 
ately opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  still  continues,  his 
offices  now  being  at  820  and  822  Ellicott  Square,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  religion  a  Presbyterian.  In  1892  Mr.  Loveland  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucy  S.  West,  of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  vS.  West,  mis- 
sionary to  Sivas,  Turkey  in  Asia.  They  have  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  and 
reside  at  431  Norwood  avenue. 

Johnson,  Walter  H.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Peter  Paul  Book  Company, 
Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  July  15,  1847.  His  first  business  experience  was 
St.  Albans,  Vt.,  as  chief  clerk  in  the  master  mechanic's  ofhce  of  the  Central  Vermont 
Railroad,  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  and  became 
engaged  in  the  oil  business  with  Johnson  &  Co.  In  1893  he  became  connected  with 
the  Peter  Paul  Book  Co.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Ver- 
monters,  is  interested  in  charitable  and  philanthropic  work  of  the  city,  and  for  some 
years  has  been  president  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum. 

Christ,  George  F.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  September  9, 
1840.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents  came  to  America,  where  he  was 
variously  employed  until  1857  when  he  began  the  butcher  business,  and  in  1862 
opened  a  market  on  his  own  account,  which  he  is  still  engaged  in.  In  1864  he 
married  Barber  Asmus  of  Buffalo,  and  was  again  married,  in  1892,  to  Ellen  S.  Risser. 

Munson,  Henry  S.,  Buffalo. — During  the  last  half  century  the  study  of  life  insur- 
ance has  become  one  of  the  economic  problems  of  the  civilized  world.  In  America 
exceptional  progress  has  been  made.  No  one  who  professes  any  knowledge  of  finan- 
cial matters,  questions  the  soundness  of  the  arguments  used  in  demonstrating  the 
insurance  of  human  life  to  be  one  of  the  best  of  investments  to  the  rich  as  well  as  the 
poor.  This  result  has  been  accomplished  by  the  managers  of  the  different  com- 
panies throughout  the  land,  and  among  the  most  active  and  influential  of  this  class 
is  Henry  S.  Munson  of  Buffalo,  Western  New  York  agent  for  the  ^tna  Life  and 
Accident  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Munson  was  born 
May  19,  1837,  at  Rutland,  five  miles  from  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  Dr.  Isaac  and 
Cornelia  (Stebbins)  Munson.  Dr.  Munson  graduated  in  medicine  at  Fairfield  Col- 
lege, Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  and  for  many  years  conducted  a  large  practice  in  and 
around  Rutland  with  great  success.  He  was  elected  county  clerk  in  1849,  removed 
to  Watertown,  and  while  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office  was  made  vice- 
president  of  the  Agricultural  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  which,  in  1853,  he  became 
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secretary.  In  1863  he  effected  a  change  in  its  organization,  merged  it  into  a  stock 
company  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  its  success.  He  continued  in  the  capacity 
of  secretary,  and  as  president,  until  his  death  in  1886.  Henry  S.  Munson  prepared 
for  college  at  Watertown,  entered  Hamilton  College  in  1854,  but  after  a  year  was 
compelled  to  temporarily  relinquish  his  studies  because  of  failing  eye-sight.  He 
later  attended  Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton,  Mass.,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  read  law  at  Watertown,  then  took  a  year's  course  in  the  law  school  at 
Poughkeepsie.  In  1857  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  from  the 
office  of  United  States  Senator  William  B.  Allison,  practiced  his  chosen  profession 
for  ten  years,  and,  at  one  time,  was  a  partner  of  Hon.  Emory  A.  Storrs,  of  Chicago, 
one  of  the  ablest  and  most  prominent  criminal  lawyers  ever  produced  in  this  country. 
In  1867  Mr.  Munson  was  induced  to  embark  in  insurance,  and  returning  to  Water- 
town,  became  associated  with  the  Manhattan  Company.  Subsequently  he  was 
identified  with  the  Empire  State  Life,  of  Watertown,  as  a  manager  '^f  agencies.  In 
1872  he  assumed  charge  of  the  correspondence  and  general  office  duties  for  the 
Agricultural  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Watertown,  but  two  years  later  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  Homestead  Fire  Insurance  Company,  continuing  as  such  by  repeated 
elections  three  years.  Life  insurance  better  suited  him,  however,  and  in  February, 
1877,  he  became  manager  for  Western  New  York  for  the  Phoenix,  of  Hartford, 
continuing  as  such  for  fifteen  years.  Since  then  he  has  occupied  his  present  position. 
In  politics  Mr.  Munson  is  a  sound  money  Democrat.  As  a  Mason  he  has  attained 
to  the  rank  of  Knight  Templar.  July  1,  1863,  he  married  Miss  Ruth  A.  Allen,  by 
whom  he  is  the  father  of  five  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters  now  living. 
Inheriting  a  healthy  and  rugged  constitution,  Mr.  Munson  has  retained  much  of  the 
vigor  and  freshness  of  young  manhood  by  living  a  temperate  life  and  refusing  to  be 
worried  over  difficulties.  vSocially  he  is  affable,  entertaining  and  agreeable  and  an 
excellent  companion.  His  long  association  in  both  branches  of  the  insurance  busi- 
ness has  brought  him  into  personal  acquaintance  with  more  agents,  perhaps,  than 
any  other  man  in  the  business.  In  1895  he  was  president  of  the  Life  Underwriters' 
Association  of  Western  New  York.  In  his  religious  views  Mr.  Munson  is  of  the 
Presbyterian  faith. 

Porter,  Cyrus  K.,  Buffalo,  architect,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Cicero,  Onondaga 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Welcome  and  Rachel  (Kinne)  Porter. 
He  first  learned  the  trade  of  a  joiner.  After  studying  architecture,  he  secured  a 
position  as  draftsman  for  the  Chicago  Water  Works.  In  1855  he  opened  an  office 
on  his  own  account  in  Brantford,  Ont,,  where  he  remained  several  years.  He  then 
removed  to  Buffalo  in  1865  and  has  since  made  that  city  his  home.  Mr.  Porter  has 
made  the  erection  of  public  buildings  a  special  study,  and  as  early  as  1867  received  a 
premium  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  an  open  competition  for  designs  for  the  War 
Department  buildings  at  Washington,  D,  C.  He  has  since  won  many  important 
premiums,  and  has  been  employed  in  the  erection  of  many  edifices  of  a  public  and 
private  character.    His  son,  Jesse  R.  Porter,  is  associated  with  him  in  business.  ^ 

Weigand  Bros. ,  John  L.  and  Edward  C,  Buffalo,  were  born  in  Constantinople, 
Turkey,  in  1860  and  1865  respectively,  sons  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth  Weigand. 
John  L.  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  Elizabeth  of  Russia.  The  father 
was  a  baker  by  trade  and  came  with  his  family  to  America  m  1867,  settling  in 
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Buffalo,  and  after  five  years  at  his  trade  engaged  in  the  malting  business.  This 
he  followed  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1897.  The  brothers  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  German  schools  of  Buffalo,  but  having  the  natural  qualifications 
for  successful  business  men  they  were  early  engaged  in  business  on  their  own 
account.  In  1886  they  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  having  succeeded  to  it 
through  the  death  of  a  brother,  and  to  this  business,  which  has  grown  pro- 
portionately large  under  their  management,  they  have  added  the  flour  and  feed 
business.  In  1887  they  succeeded  their  father  in  the  malting  business  which  they 
continued  until  1894,  when  they  ceased  operations  in  that  line,  thereby  enabhng  them 
to  devote  more  time  and  attention  to  their  real  estate  transactions,  they  having 
acquired  possession  of  considerable  valuable  realty.  They  continued  their  large 
coal  and  feed  business,  their  office  being  located  at  No.  1093  Genesee  street,  where 
they  own  considerable  property.  In  politics  the  brothers  are  Republicans;  John  L. 
has  been  active  in  political  affairs  in  his  ward  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  at  the 
present  time  a  candidate  for  the  ofhce  of  supervisor.  He  is  a  member  of  Sprudell 
Fishing  Club  and  Harmonia  Benevolent  Association.  The  brothers  are  members 
of  the  orders  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Red  Men.    They  are  both  married. 

Keller,  John  I.,  a  prominent  and  well  known  citizen  of  Tonawanda,  was  born  in 
that  place  in  1866.  Isadore  Keller,  his  father,  was  a  lifelong  farmer,  having  been 
born  in  Germany  in  1833.  When  he  was  three  years  of  age  his  father,  Francis, 
came  to  America,  where  Isadore  grew  to  manhood.  He  pursued  farming  until  1891, 
when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  leaving  the  farm  in  charge  of  his  son  John.  He  has 
always  been  active  and  successful  and  well  deserves  the  rest  he  is  now  enjoying. 
His  wife  was  Katherine  Buling,  born  in  Canada.  In  politics  Mr.  Keller  is  a  Demo- 
crat. John  I.  Keller  received  a  common  school  education,  and  he  being  the  only 
son,  remained  and  took  entire  charge  of  the  farm  after  his  father  went  to  Buffalo. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  C.  B.  L.  His  wife  was  Louisa 
Rupp  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Failing,  David  R.,  Tonawanda,  the  oldest  living  resident  born  in  what  was  then  the 
town  of  Buffalo,  was  born  December  9,  1819.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  farmer  in 
Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  and  during  the  French  war  he  was  surprised  and  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians  while  picking  apples.  He  w^as  taken  through  the  woods  to 
Canada,  enduring  great  hardships  and  was  held  prisoner  there  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Richard  Failing,  father  of  David  R.,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county  in  1787. 
He  sold  his  farm  in  the  Mohawk  valley  and  moved  to  the  town  of  Buffalo  in  1817, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  120  acres  of  timber  land  which  he  cleared.  Here  he 
successfully  reared  his  family  and  spent  many  useful  years,  owning  at  different 
times  500  acres  of  land,  180  of  which  he  possessed  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
active  and  influential  in  public  affairs  pertaining  to  his  town ;  he  acted  as  assessor 
for  a  number  of  years  and  filled  the  offices  of  commissioner  of  highways  and  super- 
visor. He  was  a  personal  friend  and  acquaintance  of  President  Fillmore,  Ebenezer 
Johnston  (the  first  mayor  of  Buffalo)  and  E.  G.  Spaulding.  His  wife  was  Katherine 
Zimmerman  and  they  reared  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  died  August  27, 
1868,  and  his  wife  died  m  April,  1867.  David  R.  Failing  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion. He  remained  on  the  farm  and  cared  for  his  parents  until  their  death.  He 
yet  owns  sixty  acres  of  the  homestead,  sixty  acres  of  which  he  sold  for  |1,500  per 
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acre.  In  1895  Mr.  Failing  erected  two  houses  in  the  village  of  Kenmore,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  For  many  years  he  has  been  much  interested  in  educational  and 
church  work,  has  been  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church  for  forty-five  years  and  a 
liberal  supporter;  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  official  church  board  of  the  Kenmore 
church.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he  purchased  a  bell  for  the  Kenmore  church,  besides 
spending  several  hundred  dollars  for  other  improvements.  In  the  summer  of  1897 
he  erected  and  donated  to  the  Genesee '^Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  an 
educational  hall,  a  fine  large  three-story  brick  building  which  will  be  known  as 
Failing  Hall.  In  December,  1854,  he  married  Mary  Ann  Lewis  of  Steuben  county, 
and  they  had  four  sons,  all  of  whom  Mr.  Failing  provided  with  college  advantages. 
In  politics  Mr.  Failing  is  Republican. 

Kent,  John  Warren,  now  of  North  Tonawanda,  is  the  oldest  living  pioneer  settler 
of  Grand  Island.  He  was  born  at  Rome,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  October  17,  1818, 
one  of  six  sons  and  ten  daughters  born  to  Warren  Kent  by  two  wives.  Warren  was 
a  grandson  of  Warren  Kent,  a  native  of  England,  who  migrated  with  his  brother  to 
America  and  subsequently  became  patriots  in  the  cause  of  American  freedom.  He 
had  the  proud  distinction  of  being  a  participant  in  the  throwing  overboard  of  the 
historical  cargo  of  tea  in  Boston  harbor  just  previous  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Warren,  the  father,  was  a  grocery  and  hotelkeeper  at  Sackett's  Harbor  during  the 
war  of  1812;  later  he  moved  to  Rome  and  engaged  as  boatman  on  the  Mohawk 
River  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1832  he  came  to  Erie  county  and  settled  on  Grand 
Island  as  a  squatter  and  engaged  in  getting  out  timbers  for  the  Black  Rock  pier; 
later  he  cleared  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda  and  farmed.  In  1829  he 
located  on  Buck  Island  and  engaged  in  the  stave  business.  After  several  years  he 
settled  down  to  farming  on  Grand  Island  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  He 
died  on  February  22,  1838,  aged  sixty-two  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
John  W.  Kent  grew  to  manhood  on  the  Island  and  his  school  education  was  very 
limited.  He  spent  two  winters  in  Canada,  where  he  tended  locks  on  the  Welland 
Canal  and  attended  school.  His  early  life  was  attended  with  many  hardships,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  woods  and  farming.  In  1838  he  purchased  sixty  acres  which  he 
cleared,  converting  the  timber  into  spiles  and  cord  wood  and  disposing  of  it  on  the 
river  bank;  he  later  bought  sixty  acres  more  and  for  many  years  made  apple  culture 
a  specialty;  on  this  farm  he  lived  and  prospered  and  reared  bis  family.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  but  since  1882  has  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  was 
elected  to  fill  the  offices  of  justice,  collector  and  other  minor  offices.  In  1893  he  sold 
his  farm  and  retired  to  the  city  of  North  Tonawanda,  where  he  resides  with  his  chil- 
dren. In  1839  he  married  Mary  Ellen  Wintermoot  of  Canada,  and  their  children 
are  John  W.,  Imogene  Granger,  Charity,  James  Randolph,  Morris,  George,  Joseph, 
Frank  and  Charles.  His  wife  died  in  December,  1884.  James  Randolph  Kent  was 
born  on  Grand  Island,  January  25,  1849.  When  eighteen  he  left  home  and  went  to 
Tonawanda,  where  he  engaged  as  raftsman  for  his  uncle,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years,  and  in  1891  received  his  appointment  as  patrolman  in  North  Tonawanda, 
which  postion  he  still  holds.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  ;  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  Select  Knights,  being  treasurer  of  the  latter  lodge.  In  1876  he 
married  Maria  N.  Carroll,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Fayles)  Carroll,  and  they 
have  four  children:  Alexander  R.,  John  W.,  Elizabeth  and  Harold  E.    Mrs.  Kent  is 
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a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  Select  Knights  and  the  L.  O.  T.  M.  Mrs.  Kent's  mother, 
Elizabeth  Carroll,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1819,  and  moved  to  Grand  Island  with  her 
parents,  Henry  and  Maria  (Undrwood)  Fales,  in  1831,  soon  returning  to  Buffalo  to 
reside  with  an  uncle  and  was  a  resident  there  when  Buffalo  was  incorporated  as  a 
city.  Most  of  her  life  was  spent  on  Grand  Island,  where  she  now  owns  a  farm;  she 
later  became  a  resident  of  North  Tonawanda  and  saw  it  incorporated  as  a  city.  She 
was  present  when  the  first  train  of  cars  pulled  out  of  Buffalo.  She  is  now  an  active 
old  lady  enjoying  life  among  her  children,  being  the  mother  of  eleven,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

Meyer,  Frederick  William,  Torawanda,  was  born  in  Posen,  Germany,  October  17, 
1860,  an  only  child  of  Jacob  and  Laura  Meyer,  his  mother  dying  when  he  was  six 
weeks  old.  His  father  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  but  followed  the  business  of  contract- 
ing, a  portion  of  his  contracts  being  the  cutting  of  many  fields  of  grain,  sometimes 
employing  300  men.  He  died  when  forty-two  years  of  age.  Frederick  William  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education  in  his  native  place  and  then  learned  the  miller's 
trade.  In  1883  he  came  to  America,  coming  direct  to  Buffalo  and  arrived  there  with 
but  a  few  dollars  in  his  pocket.  He  immediately  sought  employment  and  three  days 
later  went  to  Williamsville,  where  he  found  employment  on  a  farm,  remaining  there 
three  years.  He  then  came  to  Tonawanda,  where  he  engaged  as  third  miller  with  the 
Tonawanda  Roller  Mill  Co.,  in  whose  employ  he  has  remained  up  to  the  present  time. 
By  his  strict  integrity  and  careful  attention  in  looking  after  the  welfare  of  his  em- 
ployer's business  he  has  been  rewarded  by  receiving  promotions  which  place  him 
now  as  head  miller.  He  resides  in  the  village  of  Tonawanda.  His  wife  was  Caro- 
line Roth,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Kuhns)  Roth.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Meyer  have  two  children :  Arthur  and  Evelyn.  In  politics  Mr.  Meyer  is  a 
Republican ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Foresters,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

Ensminger,  Christian,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  that  town,  April  28,  1848,  a  son  of 
George  Ensminger,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1814,  and  was  one  of  four  children 
born  to  Conrad  Ensminger,  viz.,  Charles,  George,  Christian  and  Caroline.  Conrad 
came  to  America  in  1833,  bringing  his  family  with  him  and  located  in  the  town  of 
Tonawanda.  George,  the  father  of  the  subject,  found  employment  at  farm  work  and 
after  a  few  years  bought  a  tract  of  twenty-five  acres.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  in- 
dustrious and  to  this  farm  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  at  one  time  300 
acres.  He  assisted  each  of  his  three  sons  in  purchasing  a  farm.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  Magdelene  Schear,  a  native  of  Germany  and  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Schear.  They  reared  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  were 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  often  filled  official  capacities. 
He  died  October  8,  1891,  and  his  widow  June  25,  1892.  Christian  Ensminger  received 
a  very  limited  education,  being  obliged  to  work  on  the  farm  and  do  a  man's  work  at 
a  very  early  age.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  thirty  years  of  age,  when  he 
purchased  a  farm  which  his  father  assisted  him  to  pay  for,  and  in  1888  he  sold  that 
farm  and  purchased  the  farm  of  fifty  acres  on  which  he  now  resides.  In  1892,  dur- 
ing the  land  boom  in  that  town,  he  disposed  of  thirty-five  acres  at  a  high  price,  retain- 
ing fifteen  acres  for  his  own  residence ;  he  still  operates  the  farm,  having  leased  it 
from  the  purchasers;  on  his  farm  he  has  erected  large  and  commodious  farm  build- 
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ings.  In  politics  Mr.  Ensminger  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  He  served  as  school 
trustee  from  1887  to  1896 ;  was  twice  collector  for  the  Farmers'  Insurance  Co.  of 
Tonawanda,  and  a  director  a  number  of  years  and  appraiser  of  the  same  company. 
In  1881  he  married  Caroline  Hoehn,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Magdelene  Hoehn,  who  were  first  residents  of  Tonawanda,  moving  to  Iowa  later. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ensminger  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Julia,  Rose  and  George. 

Reppentine,  Henry,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  dairymen  of  Tonawanda, 
was  born  in  Prussia  in  1840,  one  of  fifteen  children  born  to  Fred  and  Rachel 
(Haman)  Reppentine.  Fred,  the  father,  was  a  railroad  and  canal  contractor  and 
builder.  Henry  Reppentine  has  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer.  He  served  in  the 
Prussian  army  three  years  and  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  and  Denmark  war, 
where  he  was  the  hero  of  nine  battles,  participating  in  every  battle  in  which  his 
regiment  was  engaged  and  was  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Duppel;  he  was  also  a  soldier 
in  the  war  with  Austria,  where  he  fought  in  the  battle  of  Yetcheyene  and  Fort 
Kenelsgriff.  In  June,  1867,  he  came  to  America,  arriving  in  Tonawanda,  where  he 
hired  out  to  do  farm  work  and  after  two  years  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres, 
since  which  time  he  has  devoted  himself  successfully  to  farming  and  dairying.  He 
now  operates  a  farm  of  200  acres  and  since  1882  has  conducted  a  dairying  business 
in  connection  with  his  farming,  retailing  his  milk  in  the  village.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  In  1869  he  married  Margaret  Hollar,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Bar- 
bara (Philips)  Fix,  and  they  had  five  children:  Henry  G.,  Joseph  A.,  Margaret  V., 
William  S.  and  Frank  P.  Mrs.  Reppentine  had  three  children  by  her  first  husband: 
Josephine,  Angeline  and  Mary ;  one  child,  Peter,  died  in  infancy.  In  religion  Mr. 
Reppentine  is  a  Protestant.  Mrs.  Reppentine  was  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith  and 
has  brought  her  children  up  in  the  same  faith.  Mr.  Reppentine  is  a  member  of  the 
order  D.  O.  H. 

Schumacher,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Yockey,  is  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  residents  of 
the  town  of  Tonawanda,  but  now  of  Buffalo.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1830,  the  ninth  of  five  sons  and  seven  daughters  born  to  Henry  and  Sophia 
(Miller)  Yockey.  When  seventeen  she  came  to  America  with  an  uncle,  being  pre- 
ceded by  most  of  her  brothers  and  sisters.  After  two  years  she  was  married  to 
Conrad  Schumacher,  who  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  born  in  1824,  an  only  son  born  to 
Conrad  and  Katharina  Schumacher,  who  came  to  America  in  1835,  settling  in  the 
town  of  Tonawanda  on  a  tract  of  land  which  had  but  half  an  acre  cleared.  They 
cleared  the  land  and  made  a  home.  Being  a  timber  country,  wild  game  abounded, 
and  the  father  became  quite  a  noted  hunter.  Conrad,  jr.,  grew  to  manhood  in  Ton- 
awanda, became  a  prosperous  farmer,  owned  115  acres  on  Two-Mile  Creek  road,  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  and  all  other  public  affairs  pertain- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  He  was  a  man  who  commanded  the 
esteem  of  the  entire  community;  he  was  elected  assessor  and  commissioner  of  high- 
ways. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schumacher  was  born  one  child,  Louisa,  wife  of  Jacob  Helf 
of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Schumacher  was  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in 
which  he  filled  various  official  capacities.  He  died  October  1,  1887.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband  Mrs.  Schumacher  conducted  the  farm  until  1892,  when  she  sold  it. 
Jacob  Helf  then  purchased  a  lot  at  No.  535  Ashland  avenue,  Buffalo,  where  he 
erected  a  dwelling  house  and  they  have  resided  there  since  they  left  the  farm. 
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Tuck,  Robert  L.,  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  of  Tonawanda,  was  born  in 
Norfolk,  England,  May  8  1844.  His  father,  Robert  Tuck,  was  born  in  1819  and 
was  a  lifelong  farmer.  He  moved  to  Canada  in  1854,  settling  in  the  township  of 
Nelson,  where  he  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers.  Being  a 
thoroughly  progressive  man,  he  made  a  practice  of  exhibiting  his  grain  and  live 
stock  at  the  fairs  and  invariably  received  the  first  premiums ;  to  him  was  awarded 
the  first  prize  on  wheat  at  the  Centennial  Fair  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1876.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Liberal.  His  wife,  Christianna,  was  also  a  native  of  England,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuck  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters  growing  to  maturity.  Mr.  Tuck  died  in  1892  and  his  widow  in  1893. 
Robert  L.  Tuck  left  home  when  thirteen  years  of  age  to  care  for  himself,  and  was 
engaged  m  various  occupations.  When  twenty-one  he  came  to  Tonawanda,  where 
he  took  up  the  trade  of  millwright,  which  he  followed  for  twenty-nine  years  in  the 
employ  of  one  man.  Since  1894  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  roofing  business  and 
wagon  repair  work,  being  manager  for  the  Twin  City  Roofing  Company,  he  and  his 
sons  comprising  the  company.  His  place  of  business  is  in  North  Tonawanda.  In 
politics  Mr.  Tuck  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons,  holding  the 
office  of  king  in  the  Royal  Arch ;  member  of  the  order  of  Select  Knights,  in  which 
he  is  inspector-general  in  the  State  Grand  League  and  past  commander  in  the  sub- 
ordinate. In  1873  he  married  Kittie,  daughter  of  A.  A.  Cary  of  Madison,  Wis., 
and  their  children  are  Alex.  C,  who  is  now  doing  business  in  North  Tonawanda  as 
druggist  with  L,  G.  Stdinley,  he  having  charge  of  the  store;  Fred  D.,  traveling 
salesman  for  the  F.  C.  Howlett  &  Co.  wholesale  rubber  company  of  Buffalo ;  Alta, 
and  Ledith  Irene.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  Mr,  Tuck's 
term  of  three  years  as  trustee  expiring  in  June,  1897. 

Koch,  John  E.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Skinnersville,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 4,  1860.  Robert  L.,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born  about  1813, 
and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man,  settling  in  the  town  of  Amherst  where  he 
attended  school  to  learn  English,  having  obtained  a  liberal  education  in  his  native 
tongue  while  in  Germany.  He  followed  the  vocation  of  farmer  until  1862,  when  he 
moved  to  the  village  of  Tonawanda  and  engaged  as  laborer  in  a  saw  mill,  but  was 
soon  promoted  to  the  position  of  bookkeeper  by  his  employer,  who  realized  and  ap- 
preciated his  sterling  qualities  as  a  business  man.  He  continued  for  some  years 
with  them,  when  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  for  himself  and  later  con- 
ducted a  planing  mill.  Mr.  Koch  was  a  Republican  and  always  active  in  politics, 
serving  his  village  as  trustee  and  was  often  elected  delegate  to  conventions;  he  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  during  the  administrations  of  Grant  and  Garfield,  He  was 
a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  charter  member  of  the  D.  O.  H.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Kibler  of  Skinnersville,  and  they  had  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Mrs.  Koch  survives  her  husband  and  resides  in  the  village  of  Tonawanda. 
John  E.  Koch  received  a  good  public  school  education  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  his  father's  planing  mill,  where  he  continued  from 
1872  to  1893.  In  1894  he  establish^  his  present  bottling  works  on  Delaware  avenue 
and  has  accumulated  a  good  patronage,  supplying  a  dozen  towns  with  his  beverages, 
which  are  first  class.  In  1871  Mr.  Koch  married  Nellie  Rice  of  North  Bay,  and  they 
had  two  children:  Elizabeth  and  Edward.    Mrs.  Koch  died  in  1891  and  in  1893  he 
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married  Augusta  Renning  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children:  Robert  and 
Augustus. 

Maxon,  George  S.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  March  27, 1843,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  When  the  call  to  arms  was 
heard  Mr.  Maxon,  being  less  than  twenty  years  of  age,  enlisted  August  7,  1862,  in 
Co.  B,  122d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  serving  his  country  faithfully  until  July  3,  1865,  when  he 
was  mustered  out.  During  this  service  he  was  in  a  number  of  noted  battles  and  at 
the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  7,  1864,  was  wounded  and  taken  to  the  hospital, 
where  he  remained  for  six  weeks  when  he  was  removed  to  Washington,  where  he 
joined  his  regiment  and  served  through  the  different  campaigns  until  the  surrender 
of  Lee.  After  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  Seneca  Falls  and  was  engaged  on  a 
State  scow  for  three  years;  he  then  purchased  a  canal  boat  which  he  operated  for 
eight  years.  He  was  variously  employed  until  he  removed  to  Tonawanda,  N.  Y., 
and  entered  the  service  of  W.  H.  Sawyer  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  a  planing 
mill,  which  position  he  held  until  he  was  taken  sick  and  compelled  to  resign.  Mr. 
Maxon  has  been  twice  married;  his  first  marriage  was  to  Ada  Du  Prey,  May  23,  1864, 
while  on  a  furlough,  and  his  second  marriage  was  to  Helen  Pletcher,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  Pletcher,  July  11,  1883.  They  have  one  adopted  daughter, 
Maud  L.  (Wagner)  Maxon,  who  is  now  sixteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Maxon  is  affiliated 
with  many  societies,  among  which  is  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  church. 

Cramer,  Oscar  S.,  Tonawanda. — Among  the  prominent  younger  members  of  the 
Erie  county  bar,  none  is  more  promising  than  Oscar  S.  Cramer.  He  was  born  in 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  August  23,  1874,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1893.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  law  at  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
June,  1896 ;  he  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Tonawanda  and 
has  since  been  continuously  engaged.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  by  the  Republicans  by  a  large  majority. 

Parish,  James  A.,  Tonawanda,  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  upon  the  waters  of 
the  great  lakes.  His  father  before  him  was  also  a  sea  captain  and  was  drowned  in 
Lake  Erie  in  1834.  Mr.  Parish  was  born  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  October  29,  1834,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Tonawanda  when  but  a  child,  where  he  received  his  pre- 
liminary education  and  at  an  early  age  began  a  career  that  was  destined  to  last  for 
fifty  years.  He  began  before  the  mast  and  has  advanced  from  time  to  time,  until  he 
is  now  captain  of  the  boat,  Tam  O'Shanter.  He  was  married,  January  1,  1863,  to 
Isabella  Woods  of  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  seven  children.  Mr.  Parish  is 
a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Select  Knights  and  the  Buffalo  Harbor  Tug  Pilots' 
Association. 

Harris,  Henry,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Tenn.,  May  5,  1861. 
His  father  was  of  English  and  Irish  descent,  being  born  in  this  country.  His  mother 
was  of  German  parents,  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  after  marriage  moved  to  Tennes- 
see. His  father  was  killed  in  the  southern  army,  and  his  mother  after  the  war  was 
over  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  she  endeavored  to  bring  her  two  boys  up  by  taking 
in  washing,  and  succeeded  until  death  relieved  her  of  her  charge  on  January  31, 
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1871,  leaving  her  two  orphans  to  battle  for  themselves.  They  were  taken  care  of  by 
friends  connected  with  the  church  of  which  she  was  a  member  and  sent  to  the 
Childrens'  Home,  where  an  aunt  found  them  in  the  early  spring  and  brought  them 
to  Buffalo.  Henry  resided  with  different  relatives  and  attended  school  until  the  fall 
of  1874,  when  he  was  compelled  to  find  work  in  order  to  assist  in  his  maintenance, 
which  he  did  until  the  early  part  of  November,  1876,  when  he  could  not  content  him- 
self with  his  lot  and  ran  away  from  home,  going  to  Canada  on  the  ferry.  He  started 
for  Hamilton,  and  tramping  along  the  C.  S.  Railroad  he  fell  in  with  a  professional 
tramp.  After  walking  to  Ridgeway  he  went  to  a  store  and  bought  some  crackers 
and  cheese,  dividing  with  his  fellow  traveler.  After  eating  his  share  the  tramp 
said,  "  You're  a  fool  to  spend  your  money  for  grub;  you  can  get  all  you  can  eat  by 
asking  for  it."  Traveling  along  farther  the  tramp  did  the  begging  until  they  struck 
a  job.  Harris  found  a  place  to  do  chores  for  his  board  until  he  could  find  a  better 
place,  as  he  soon  did,  as  he  thought,  to  his  sorrow.  The  farmer  he  worked  for  made 
him  get  out,  feed,  clean  and  harness  two  teams,  milk  two  cows,  eat  his  breakfast 
and  drive  four  miles  to  the  woods  by  daybreak  where  he  drew  cordwood  all  day  and 
every  day  until  his  hands  and  feet  were  so  badly  frozen,  over  and  over  again,  that 
his  toe  nails  came  off  with  his  socks.  He  then  became  a  public  charge,  the  officials 
offering  to  give  him  ^10  and  pay  his  fare  to  Buffalo,  but  it  would  not  work;  he  then 
remained  with  his  first  employer  until  he  was  able  to  get  work  on  a  farm,  working 
at  farm  work  until  1879 ;  then  for  two  years  on  construction  work  on  the  Ontario 
and  Quebec  Railroad;  two  years  at  farming  and  one  year  at  carpentering,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Buffalo  on  a  visit  to  his  relatives  and  decided  to  remain  there, 
finding  work  at  carpentering,  and  was  employed  putting  up  buildings  at  the  N.  Y.  C. 
stock  yards  and  the  docks.  In  1887  he  engaged  in  electrical  work,  leaving  $2.25  per 
day  for  |1.50  from  the  Callender  Underground  Construction  Co.  of  New  York,  who 
were  putting  in  underground  wires  for  the  Thomson-Houston  Co.,  who  were  trying 
to  get  a  foothold  on  street  lighting.  After  three  months'  work  he  became  foreman 
for  the  Thomson-Houston  Co.,  which  position  he  held  three  years,  when  he  engaged 
with  the  Buffalo  Railroad  Company  as  foreman  of  wiring  cars  and  car  repairs. 
After  severing  his  connection  with  the  Buffalo  Railroad  Company  he  was  employed 
on  construction  work  for  the  Buffalo,  Belleview  &  Lancaster  Electric  Railroad, 
Buffalo  North  Main  Street  &  Tonawanda,  Niagara  Falls  &  Suspension  Bridge 
Electric  Railroad,  and  the  Buffalo,  Kenmore  &  Tonawanda  Electric  Railroad,  of 
which  road  he  is  at  present  superintendent.  December  19,  1888,  he  married  Miss 
M.  E.  Messsenger,  of  Freehold,  Warren  county.  Pa.,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Robert  L.,  born  January  8,  1892,  and  Lila  E..  born  January  11,  1897. 

Dixon,  Myron  J.,  D.  D.  S.,  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

Dittmar,  Justus,  Tonawanda,  son  of  the  late  Justus  and  Verona  (Steinhilpei) 
Dittmar,  was  born  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  November  26,  1856.  His  first  business 
experience  was  in  the  manufacture  of  gas  at  his  native  home,  where  he  was  so 
engaged  for  many  years.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  Tonawanda  to  accept  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Tonawanda  Gas  Light  Company,  which  position  he  still  occupies. 
Mr.  Dittmar  was  married  in  October,  1877,  to  Anna  Beckley  of  Iowa.  His  parents 
came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  1849  and  settled  in  Williamsport,  Pa.  His 


176 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


father  was  superintendent  of  the  Williamsport  Gas  Light  Company  for  twenty- 
nine  years. 

Harris,  John  T.,  M.  D.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Canada,  April  6,  1856.  His 
father,  John  Harris,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  came  to  Canada  about  1848,  and  was 
recognized  as  a  practical  farmer ;  he  died  when  forty  years  of  age.  John  T.  was 
educated  at  Mitchell  High  School  and  was  graduated  in  1880,  and  also  took  a 
classical  course  at  St.  Catharines  Institute.  In  1880  he  entered  the  Buffalo  Medical 
University,  and  was  graduated  in  1883,  and  located  at  La  Salle  in  the  same  year. 
He  later  came  to  Tonawanda  and  established  his  present  practice.  In  1884  he  mar- 
ried Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  Harper,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  daugh- 
ters: Jennie  H.,  Ruth  T.  and  Sadie  K.  Mr.  Harris  is  one  of  the  most  progressive 
men  of  his  town,  and  is  always  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  or  the 
town's  people. 

Pinner,  James  N.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  October  26,  1828. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  England,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1803,  after- 
wards moved  to  Cattaraugus  county,  and  through  life  followed  the  lakes.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Mclntyre.  J.  N.  Pinner  at  eighteen  years  of  age  left  home  and  went 
to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1853  he  came  to  Tonawanda 
and  continued  in  the  mercantile  business  until  1886,  a  period  of  thirty-three  years. 
In  1852  he  married  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  Elias  Roberts,  by  whom  he  has  had 
six  children;  James  Franklin,  Mrs.  Carrie  A.  Colburn,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Sims  and 
Mrs.  Emily  R.  Hepworth;  Henry  and  Charles  are  dead.  Mr.  Pinner  has  ever  ad- 
vanced the  best  interests  of  education  and  religion,  and  of  his  town  and  towns- 
people. 

Murray,  M.  E.,  Mrs.,  Tonawanda. — William  D.  Murray,  M.  D.,  was  a  native  of 
Lockport  and  came  to  Tonawanda  in  1860.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Washington 
Medical  College  and  began  practice  in  Tonawanda  in  1862.  He  enlisted  as  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  100th  (Buffalo)  Regiment,  N,  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  later  assigned  to  the 
161st  Regiment  as  surgeon,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  returned  to 
Tonawanda  and  resumed  his  practice.  In  1866  he  married  Maria  E.,  daughter  of 
Lawrence  Pickard,  by  whom  two  children  were  born :  Mrs.  H.  M.  Edmonds  and  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Dixon.  Mr.  Murray  was  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  his  town,  serv" 
as  trustee,  as  surgeon  to  the  25th  Separate  Co.,  and  surgeon  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of 
Tonawanda.    He  died  February  23,  1893. 

Gipp,  Louis  H.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  that  place,  November  11,  1858.  He  is 
the  son  of  Fred  Gipp,  who  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1840.  and  first  settled  in  Buffalo,  afterwards  moving  to  Tonawanda,  where  he 
has  been  identified  through  life  as  a  contractor.  He  married  Louisa,  daughter  of 
William  Shultze.  Louis  H.  Gipp  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  then  began 
contracting,  erecting  all  the  public  school  buildings  and  most  of  the  principal  big 
blocks  and  mills,  and  paving  the  majority  of  the  streets.  In  1890  he  married  Miss 
Blanch  E.,  daughter  of  Robert  Kenyon.  Mr.  Gipp  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  town,  serving  as  trustee,  secretary  of  the  Water  Commission  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  has  ever  advanced  the  best  interests  of  the 
town. 
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Huff,  James  B.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  that  town,  August  14,  1857.  His  father, 
David  Huff,  came  to  Erie  county  with  his  parents,  Stephen  and  Mary  Huff,  about 
1836.  Stephen  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  early  days  of  Tonawanda.  David  Huff 
married  Mary  Moore.  He  served  his  town  in  several  official  positions.  James  B. 
Huff  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  once  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness,  now  covering  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  In  1881  he  married  Etta,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  H»  Long,  and  they  have  three  sons:  Benjamin,  James  and  John. 
Mr.  Huff'  is  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  of  his  town,  serving  as  clerk, 
treasurer  and  trustee.  He  is  ever  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  and 
its  people. 

Wulf,  Frederick,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  that  place,  May  17,  1868.  He  is  the  son 
of  John  Wulf,  a  native  of  Mecklenburg-Schweren,  who  came  to  Tonawanda  in  1865 
and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  married  Sophia  Beebe.  Frederick  Wulf 
was  educated  in  Tonawanda,  and  entered  into  mercantile  business  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen. In  1891  he  took  up  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1894  estab- 
lished his  present  business  in  Tonawanda.  He  has  one  of  the  best  appointed  shoe 
stores  in  Erie  county.  In  1895  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Charles  Dominskey. 
Mr.  Wulf  is  one  of  the  active  business  men  of  the  town,  paying  strict  attention  to 
his  business,  and  has  by  his  ability  achieved  success,  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  who  is  ever  ready  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  his  town  and 
town's  people. 

Sommer,  Charles  A. ,  Tonawanda,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family  of  Andrew  Sommer, 
who  in  the  year  1849  settled  in  the  town  of  Cheektowaga  on  a  farm  and  afterward 
became  identified  in  mercantile  business  in  Buffalo;  but  retiring  from  active  business 
in  1859,  spending  his  remaining  years  on  his  extensive  farm  at  Cheektowaga.  Mr. 
Sommer  spent  his  early  years  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received  his  first  education  in 
the  old .  log  school  house,  and  later  in  the  public  schools  and  business  college  of 
Buffalo.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  took  up  active  mercantile  life  in  Buffalo ;  but  be- 
fore he  became  eighteen  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  and  became  a  member  of  the  98th 
Regiment,  and  later  a  member  of  the  187th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Vols.,  receiving  an 
honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Sommer 
again  followed  a  mercantile  pursuit  until  in  1869  he  entered  the  U.  S.  customs  service 
and  held  several  responsible  positions  during  the  ten  years  he  was  identified  with  it. 
In  1879  he  left  the  customs  service  to  take  a  responsible  position  in  the  Western 
Savings  Bank  at  Buffalo,  but  after  a  few  years  his  health  became  very  poor  and  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  indoor  work.  In  1884  Mr,  Sommer  came  to  Tonawanda  and 
established  the  Niagara  Cider  and  Vinegar  Works,  which  was  afterwards  merged 
into  a  stock  company  and' of  which  he  became,  and  is  now,  the  treasurer  and  man- 
ager. Mr.  Sommer  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  National  Guard  of  this 
State,  having  served  as  an  officer  of  the  74th  and  65th  Regiments,  and  was  also  the 
first  captain  of  the  25th  Separate  Company  of  Tonawanda.  Mr.  Sommer. has  also 
served  two  terms  as  president  of  the  village  of  Tonawanda,  and  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  Masonic  fraternity;  in  the  latter  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Masonic  Life  Association  of  Western  New  York. 

Bellinger,  A.  A. ,  Tonawanda,  was  born  at  Black  Rock,  January  14,  1850.  His 
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father,  Daniel  Bellinger,  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  about  1827,  and  was  one 
of  the  contractors  of  the  Buffalo  Breakwater,  Daniel  Bellinger  married  Roxanna, 
daughter  of  Peter  Zimmerman ;  he  gave  his  whole  attention  to  farming  and  had 
200  acres  of  land.  A.  A.  Bellinger  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
Bryant  and  Stratton  Business  College.  In  1868  he  went  into  the  lumber  business  in 
which  he  still  continues.  In  1880  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  A.  Fassett.  In  1875 
he  married  Sarah  M.  Spalding,  who  died  in  1885,  leaving  three  children,  one  daugh- 
ter and  two  sons,  Eva  S.  Bellinger,  Daniel  S.  Bellinger  and  Frank  C.  Bellinger,  and 
in  1887  he  again  married  Gussie  K.  Osborn,  by  whom  two  daughters  and  one  son 
have  been  born — Geneva  O.  Bellinger,  Winnifred  B.  Bellinger,  and  Kenneth  B. 
Bellinger. 

Zimmerman,  Mrs.  Francis  E.  A.,  who  resides  with  her  two  sons  at  Kenmore,  Tona- 
wanda,  widow  of  the  late  James  B.  Zimmerman,  is  a  native  of  Niagara  county  and 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  EHzabeth  (Norton)  Ames,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Ni- 
agara county,  at  Pendleton  Center,  where  they  resided  forty  years.  In  1870  Miss 
Ames  became  the  wife  of  James  B.  Zimmerman,  who  became  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  representative  citizens  of  the  tow^n  of  Tonawanda.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  on  his  father's  homestead,  November  3,  1847,  He  attended  the  common  dis- 
trict school  and  completed  his  course  with  a  year's  study  in  the  semi-academic  union 
school  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.  The  Zimmerman  family  are  old  settlers  in  Erie  county, 
Levi,  the  father  of  James  B.,  having  settled  here  a  few  years  after  the  war  of  1812, 
his  father  having  purchased  the  land  in  1815.  Levi  bought  a  tract  of  140  acres  from 
his  father  for  $12  an  acre ;  he  cleared  the  farm  and  made  a  home  where  he  reared  his 
family  of  six  daughters  and  three  sons,  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  first 
grain  he  raised  he  hauled  to  market  at  Albany  with  a  team.  James  B.  was  during 
his  career  a  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  legislator.  His  first  vote  was  cast  during  the 
campaign  of  1868  for  the  democratic  candidate,  Horatio  Seymour,  and  throughout  his 
life  he  was  a  consistent  Democrat.  His  first  appearance  in  politics  was  in  1881,  when 
he  was  elected  commissioner  of  highways  by  a  large  majority ;  he  filled  the  office 
five  successive  terms  and  in  1888  was  elected  supervisor  by  a  majority  of  forty-four 
votes  and  re-elected  each  successive  year  for  eight  years,  with  an  ever  increasing 
majority  vote  until  he  gained  600  majority.  During  his  eight  years  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  he  served  on  all  the  important  committees.  To  his  energies  is  due  the 
judicious  building  of  the  Niagara  Boulevard;  he  was  also  instrumental  in  furthering 
the  building  of  the  North  Main  Street  and  Kenmore  Electric  Railway  to  Tonawanda. 
He  was  president  of  the  Erie  and  Niagara  Counties  Farmers'  Insurance  Association. 
He  became  a  rich  man  by  the  sale  of  his  farm  in  1892  during  the  land  boom.  In  1893 
he  erected  a  fine  residence  in  Kenmore,  at  the  cost  of  $15,000.  He  was  a  Mason,  an 
Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the  A,  O.  U.  W,,  and  a  willing  supporter  of  the  Ken- 
more Methodist  church.  To  Mr,  and  Mrs  Zimmerman  were  born  three  children: 
Gertrude,  wife  of  Wilbur  T.  Harris  of  Buffalo ;  Eugene  L,  and  Herbert  A,  Mr.  Zim- 
merman died  May  18,  1894. 

Pirson,  Philip,  formerly  a  well  known  resident  of  Tonawanda,  but  now  of  Buffalo, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  November  19,  1837.  John  Adam  Pirson,  his 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of  France,  a  farmer  and  salt  dealer;  his  wife  was  Eliz- 
abeth, and  they  raised  three  sons  and  five  daughters.    In  1832  he  came  to  America, 
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bringing  with  him  his  wife,  one  son  and  his  four  daughters,  his  other  children  re- 
maining in  Europe.  He  settled  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  and  died  in  1849  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine.  John,  the  father  of  Philip,  was  born  in  France  in  1812;  he  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  and  fairly  successful.  He  settled  in  Tonawanda  near  his  father, 
where  he  owned  a  farm ;  in  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  Eva  Knoche, 
born  in  Germany,  and  daughter  of  Philip  Knoche,  who  came  to  Tonawanda  in  1832, 
and  to  them  were  born  thirteen  children;  four  sons  and  four  daughters  grew  to  ma- 
turity. They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church;  he  died  in  1881,  and  his  wife 
survives  and  resides  on  the  homestead,  now  an  old  lady  of  eighty  two  years.  Philip 
Pirson  received  a  limited  education  in  the  district  school  and  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  until  twenty-one,  when  he  began  farming  and  stock  raising  on  his  own  account. 
Owning  a  fine  farm  during  the  high  prices  paid  for  land  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda, 
he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  in  1892  and  disposed  of  his  farm  at  a  fair  price. 
He  then  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  he  erected  a  fine  residence  at  No.  16  Oxford  ave- 
nue, where  he  lives  retired  enjoying  the  fruits  of  many  a  hard  day's  work  and  care- 
ful business  transactions.  In  politics  Mr.  Pirson  has  always  been  a  consistent  Demo- 
crat, and  though  not  an  office  seeker  he  was  persuaded  by  his  friends  to  accept  the 
office  of  commissioner  of  highways,  which  office  he  filled  three  years.  He  has  been 
twice  married ;  his  first  wife  was  Magdalene  Friese,  who  was  born  December  14, 
1836,  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  Friese,  and  they  had  these  children :  Caroline,  George 
H.,  John  A.  (deceased),  Maria  E.  (deceased),  and  Julia  A,  Mrs.  Pirson  died  Octo- 
ber 20,  1867,  and  Mr.  Pirson  married,  December  28,  1868,  Mary  Kibler,  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  November  14,  1849,  and  their  children  were  William,  Emma  C, 
Charles  A.,  Ada  L.  (deceased),  Emil  P.,  Lorena,  Eva  and  Elma  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pirson  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Stegmeier,  Jacob,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  1831,  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Stegmeier.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  fourteen,  when  he 
engaged  to  learn  the  brewing  business,  followed  this  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  America,  coming  direct  to  Tonawanda.  He  first  found  employ- 
ment on  a  farm,  six  months  later  he  engaged  at  saw  mill  work  and  at  this  remained 
twenty-seven  years.  By  strict  attention  to  business  and  the  straightforward  manner 
in  which  he  performed  his  duties,  the  end  of  seven  years  found  him  superintendent 
ot  a  large  saw  mill ;  this  position  he  held  for  twenty  years,  when  he  resigned  the 
office  to  engage  in  the  grocery  business,  retiring  from  active  business  in  1889.  He 
still  owns  the  store,  which  he  rents.  In  politics  Mr.  Stegmeier  is  a  Republican, 
and  though  not  an  aspirant  to  office  he  was  induced  to  fill  the  office  of  assessor  for 
three  years.  In  1856  he  married  Elizabeth  Kline  of  Tonawanda,  who  was  a  native 
of  Bavaria,  and  they  had  three  daughters.    Mrs.  Stegmeier  died  in  1889. 

Ackerman,  Gottlieb,  an  old  resident  and  successful  farmer  of  Tonawanda,  was 
born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  February  22,  1825,  one  of  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters born  to  Christopher  and  Agnes  Ackerman.  Christopher  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  America,  bringing  his  family  with  him,  in  1831,  settling  in  the  township  of 
Tonawanda  on  a  small  tract  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared,  and  from  time  to  time 
bought  other  tracts  which  he  paid  for,  assisted  greatly  by  his  wife  and  sons.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  233  acres;  in  those  early  days  he  was  greatly 
troubled  with  the  ague ;  in  politics  he  was  a  Democrat ;  he  died  in  1871  at  the  age  of 
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sixty-eight;  his  widow  died  in  1876  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Gottlieb  Ackerman 
here  grew  to  manhoood  and  received  a  limited  education.  While  a  boy  he  worked 
for  three  years  in  the  village  of  Tonawanda  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  later 
tended  saloon  and  bowling  alley  for  the  same  man.  The  first  money  Mr.  Ackerman 
ever  earned  was  when  nine  years  of  age  he  worked  on  a  neighbor's  farm  for  six 
cents  a  day.  He  and  his  brother  Christopher  remained  on  the  farm  and  by  their 
father's  death  came  in  possession  of  one-half  of  the  home  farm;  they  also  owned  a 
farm  together  previous  to  that  time.  Mr.  Ackerman  has  led  a  sober,  industrious 
and  economical  life  and  ever  taught  his  children  the  principles  of  frugality.  He  has 
accumulated  a  good  property ;  besides  his  farms  he  owns  several  village  lots  and 
tenant  houses  and  has  provided  his  children  with  fair  educational  advantages.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  an  independent  Democrat,  and  though  never  an  office- 
seeker  he  was  elected  to  and  filled  the  office  of  commissioner  of  highways  for  seven 
years,  and  one  of  these  years  he  was  elected  by  the  Republicans.  In  1855  he 
married  Christianna,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Lydia  Moyer.  Mrs.  Ackerman 
died  in  1871. 

Williamson,  John,  Tonawanda,  mechanical  foreman  of  the  Eastern  Lumber  Co., 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  February  20,  1848.  His  father,  John  Williamson, 
a  native  of  the  same  place,  in  early  life  learned  the  silk  hatter's  trade,  his  father, 
Charles,  being  the  proprietor  of  a  silk  hat  factory.  He  later  became  mechanical 
engineer  for  Messrs.  Marshalls,  manufacturers  of  flax  and  linen  cloth,  which  position 
he  filled  for  forty-nine  years,  when  the  company  moved  their  plant  to  America,  and 
he  retired;  he  died  in  1895.  His  wife,  who  was  Sarah  Horn,  is  still  living  in  Leeds. 
They  reared  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  Williamson  family  are  lineal  descend- 
ants of  William  Williamson  of  Orange.  John  Williamson,  the  subject,  learned  the 
machinist  trade  when  a  young  man.  In  1870,  after  learning  his  trade,  he  came  to 
America,  being  the  only  representative  of  his  family  in  the  United  States.  He  came 
direct  to  Buffalo,  where  he  spent  twelve  years  in  the  employ  of  Pratt  &  Co.,  and 
Pratt  &  Letchworth.  Except  eighteen  months  in  Tennessee  and  a  year  in  Michigan, 
he  spent  his  whole  time  in  Erie  county.  In  1884  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Tona- 
wanda, where  he  plied  his  trade  until  1888,  when  he  accepted  his  present  position 
of  mechanical  foreman  for  the  Eastern  Lumbor  Co 's  planing  mill,  having  previously 
engineered  the  mechanical  construction  of  the  mill,  putting  in  the  engines,  etc.  In 
politics  Mr.  Williamson  is  a  Republican,  having  been  active  in  political  affairs  while 
in  Buffalo.  He  has  not  lost  his  interest  nor  identity  since  his  residence  in  Tona- 
wanda, is  now  general  committeeman  in  his  town  and  has  attended  a  number  of  the 
Assembly  and  State  conventions  as  an  interested  spectator.  In  1870  he  married 
Leila  Ann  Marshall,  daughter  of  John  Marshall,  a  prominent  lithographic  printer  of 
Leeds,  and  a  Mason  of  high  standing,  but  now  secretary  of  the  church  institution. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  have  been  born  five  children:  Leila  E.,  John  W., 
Teresa,  Alfred  M.  and  Alice  L.  His  wife  died  in  1884  and  in  1887  Mr.  Williamson 
married  Mrs.  Mary  Cooper,  who  was  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England.  Mr.  William- 
son was  a  member  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers,  Machinists,  Millwrights, 
Smiths,  and  Pattern  Makers,  and  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  branch,  having  been 
elected  to  that  office  several  times,  and  has  also  filled  all  the  minor  offices  of  the 
association  in  Buffalo.  The  society's  head  offices  are  at  London  and  Manchester, 
England. 
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Zimmerman,  Chester,  an  old  and  prominent  citizen  of  Tonawanda,  was  born  in 
that  place,  October  13,  1838,  a  son  of  Peter  Zimmerman,  a  pioneer  who  was  a  native 
of  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  acted  as  teamster 
during  the  war  of  1812.  In  1819  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  settled  on  a  piece  of 
land  which  he  cleared  for  farm  purposes ;  he  was  a  jack  of  all  trades,  having  been  a 
carpenter  and  wagonmaker,  also  a  shoemaker.  He  erected  many  buildings  in  Ton- 
awanda and  at  his  death  owned  two  nice  farms.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Wire,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons  and  five  daughters.  Chester  Zimmerman  attended  the  pub- 
lic school  and  remained  with  his  father  until  he  died.  He  inherited  a  farm  which  he 
sold  in  1891,  only  reserving  one  acre  for  his  own  use,  where  he  now  lives  a  retired 
life.  In  1859  he  married  Johannah  Kennedy,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  they  have 
five  children-  Maria,  Nettie,  Lillian,  Emma  and  Birdie  Belle.  In  politics  Mr.  Zim- 
merman is  a  Republican,  but  not  an  aspirant  to  public  office. 

Wire,  Warren,  one  of  the  old  and  substantial  residents  of  Tonawanda,  was  born 
in  Herkimer  county  in  1824.  Jacob  Wire,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
born  in  1772,  and  a  pioneer  of  Tonawanda,  having  settled  and  cleared  a  farm  of  185 
acres  there  in  early  days,  coming  here  in  1830.  His  wife  was  Anna  Hager,  and  they 
reared  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  Mrs.  Wire  lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  of  age, 
dying  in  1872.  Jacob  Wire  was  always  actively  interested  in  the  politics  of  his  town, 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  and  was  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him ;  he  and  his 
wife  spent  their  last  days  in  Tonawanda.  Warren  Wire  remained  and  cared  for  his 
parents  and  conducted  the  farm  until  1891,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  since  then 
has  led  a  retired  life.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  though  he  never  sought  public 
office.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Zimmerman  of  Tonawanda  and  daughter  of  Adam 
Zimmerman,  and  they  had  one  son  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Wire  died  in  1877. 
Mr.  Wire  is  the  youngest  of  twelve  children  and  the  only  one  living  of  his  father's 
family. 

McConkey,  Thomas  T.,  is  one  of  the  native  and  representalive  citizens  of  Tona- 
wanda, born  June  20,  1846.  His  father,  James  McConkey,  was  born  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  December  25,  1814,  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  1841  came  to  America, 
where  he  first  found  employment  on  a  farm.  Two  years  later  found  him  station- 
keeper  at  one  of  the  canal  barns  in  Buffalo,  and  after  two  years  there  he  spent  two 
years  as  cartman  in  the  baggage  and  express  business.  From  that  time  his  life  has 
been  spent  on  a  farm.  For  many  years  he  was  actively  interested  in  public  affairs 
of  his  town,  affiliating  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  commissioner  of  highways  and  other  minor  offices.  In  1845  he  married  Ann 
Taylor,  who  was  a  native  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  she  coming  to  America  in 
1830  with  her  parents.  Mrs.  McConkey  died  in  October,  1896,  from  the  effects  of  a 
fall.  Mr.  McConkey  is  well  for  a  man  of  his  age  and  resides  with  his  son.  Thomas 
T.  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  two  winters  in  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo.  Being  the  only  child  he  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents, 
and  when  the  proper  time  arrived  he  relieved  his  father  of  the  farm  duties  and  as- 
sumed full  charge  of  the  business.  In  1882  he  sold  their  Tonawanda  farm  and  re- 
moved to  Grand  Island,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  still 
owns.  While  there  he  represented  the  town  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  two  terms. 
In  politics  he  is  a  consistent  Democrat  and  always  actively  interested  in  all  public 
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affairs  appertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  town,  In  1893  he  moved  back  to  the  town 
of  Tonawanda  on  account  of  superior  school  advantages  for  his  children.  January 
22,  1874,  he  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Levi  Zimmerman  of  Tonawanda,  and  their 
children  are  David  T.,  Cornelia  K.,  Martha  A.  and  James  L.  Mr.  McConkey  is  a 
member  of  the  Maccabees,  and  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Tonawanda,  in 
which  he  officiated  as  elder  for  a  number  of  years. 

Hamp,  Frederick,  Tonawanda,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  Altkalden  by 
Dargun,  in  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  May  12,  1845.  He  was  married  on  September 
29,  1870,  to  Sophia  Volker,  born  in  Jondensdorf  by  Teterow,  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
and  came  to  America  in  1872,  setthng  in  Tonawanda.  In  1877  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  George  Betts  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business,  which 
continued  for  six  months,  when  he  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  has 
since  conducted  the  business  alone.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamp  have  five  children. 

Barnes,  Henry,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Liverpool,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y. , 
February  24,  1843.  In  1867  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Westgate,  who  died  in  1875.  In 
1876  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  began  building  boats,  which  he  continued  until 
1890,  when  he  established  his  present  business,  that  of  dealing  in  coal,  wood,  sand 
and  plaster.  He  has  four  children:  J.  B.  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Flora  J.,  Frank  H. 
and  James  C,  all  of  Tonawanda. 

Diamond,  Frank  J.,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
December  6,  1854.  His  father,  John  Diamond,  was  a  native  of  Washington  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  traces  his  descent  from  John  Diamond,  who  came  from  England  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  John  Diamond  (father  of  Frank  J.)  came  to  Erie  county 
about  1845.  Frank  J.  was  educated  at  Geneseo  State  Normal  School,  graduating  in 
1879.  His  academic  degrees  were  earned  with  Illinois  Wesleyan  University.  His 
life  work  has  been  that  of  a  teacher,  beginning  at  Akron,  Erie  county,  where  he 
taught  one  year,  one  year  at  Rushford,  Allegany  county,  five  years  at  Stapleton  and 
nine  years  at  Dansville.  In  1892  he  came  to  Tonawanda,  being  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  system  of  public  schools.  In  1880  he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
Henry  Brua,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons,  James  and  Herbert.  Mr.  Diamond's  work 
in  Tonawanda  has  been  eminently  successful  and  satisfactory  to  the  patrons  of  the 
schools.  Under  his  management  the  schools  have  been  advanced  in  many  ways.  He 
stands  high  among  the  educators  of  the  State. 

Wallenmeier,  John  G.,  jr.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  at  Black  Rock,  October  10,  1862. 
His  father,  John  G.  Wallenmeier,  came  from  Germany  and  located  at  Black  Rock 
about  1850,  and  moved  to  Tonawanda  in  1865.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  the  bakery 
business  at  Black  Rock  and  Tonawanda.  John  G.,  jr.,  was  educated  at  Tonawanda 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  entered  the  grocery  business  and  continued  until  1894,  when 
he  was  appointed  first  police  justice,  under  the  new  law,  organizing  and  governing  a 
police  force  at  Tonawanda,  and  in  1895  was  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years.  In  1873 
he  married  Hattie,  daughter  of  Robert  L.  Koch.  Mr.  Wallenmeier  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive men  of  the  town.«  taking  an  active  interest  in  it.  He  is  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Niagara  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  being  its  president  for  several  years. 

Ballard,  Fayette  A.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  La. ,  January  24,  1856. 
In  1872  he  came  to  Erie  county  and  engaged  in  the  brick  making  business  with  Hall 
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&  Sons.  In  1888  he  was  appointed  assistant  postmaster,  and  serv.ed  as  village  clerk 
for  seven  years.  In  1895  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  tnrough  his  efforts  the 
office  has  been  placed  in  the  second  grade  by  the  United  States  government.  In 
1879  he  married  Ella,  daughter  of  David  Huff,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children: 
Edward,  Fayette  and  Francis. 

Vroman,  Dow,  Tonawanda,  was  born  November  28,  1867,  and  was  a  native  of 
Schoharie  county.  The  family  traces  its  ancestry  from  Hendrick  Meese  Vroman,  ^ 
who  came  to  Schenectady  in  1683  and  perished  in  the  massacre  of  1690.  Dow 
Vroman  was  graduated  from  Union  College  in  1887,  taking  the  degrees  of  A.  B.  and 
C.  E.  He  followed  civil  engineering  for  one  year  and  then  studied  law,  and  in  1890 
was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  March, 
1891,  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  formed  the  firm  of  Patton  &  Vroman.  He  was 
village  attorney  for  Tonawanda  from  1894  to  1896  and  was  master  of  Tonawanda 
Lodge  No.  247,  F.  &  A.  M,,  for  the  years  1895  and  1896.  He  is  one  of  the  veterans 
of  the  25th  Separate  Company,  N.  G.  N.  Y.,  having  served  a  full  term  of  five  years 
and  having  been  honorably  discharged.  In  1895  he  married  Matilda,  daughter  of 
Hugh  Sloan,  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Vroman  is  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  his  town,  and 
has  always  been  ready  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  his  town  and  its  people. 

Mulhall,  John,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  September  19, 
1862.  His  father,  Thomas  Mulhall,  came  to  Tonawanda  and  was  interested  in  boat 
building.  He  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  from  Oneida  county  in  1870,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  development  of  Tonawanda,  being  ever  ready  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  town  and  its  people.  John  Mulhall  was  educated  at  Tonawanda  and 
engaged  in  the  marine  business,  handling  big  boats,  tugs,  steamers  etc.  In  1891 
the  Tonawanda  Real  Estate  Exchange  was  formed  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers; in  1896  he  engaged  in  the  same  business  individually.  Mr.  Mulhall  is  one  of 
the  most  progressive  business  men  of  the  town,  and  ever  ready  to  advance  its  inter- 
ests.   He  IS  active  in  politics  and  is  at  present  Democratic  State  committeeman. 

Hinkey,  Mary  N. ,  Tonawanda. — Lewis  Hinkey  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1835,  and  came  to  Buffalo  in  1849.  In  1866  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
John  Nice  at  Tonawanda,  under  the  firm  of  Nice  &  Hinkey,  being  one  of  the  best 
known  in  Niagara  and  Erie  counties.  In  1867  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Nice,  and  they  have  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Francis  A.,  Frederick,  Louis, 
Benjamxin,  Mary  P.,  and  Clara  N.  Lewis  Hinkey  died  July  31,  1882,  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  after  a  short  but  active  business  life.  He  was  always  read  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  town. 

Rech,  Henry,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Amherst  May  6,  1862.  He 
was  the  son  of  Christian  Rech,  who  came  from  Alsace  province,  France,  in  1840,  and 
settled  in  Buffalo ;  he  removed  from  there  to  Amherst  and  was  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  town,  moving  into  Tonawanda  in  1862,  where  through  life  he  was  one  of  the  - 
prominent  contractors  and  builders.  He  erected  the  Iron  Works  mills  and  many  of 
the  best  residences  in  Tonawanda.  He  died  in  1872.  Henry  Rech  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  for  ten  years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business;  in  1884 
he  established  his  present  business.    In  1891  he  married  Miss  Henrietta  Walters, 
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daughter  of  Jacob  Walters,  jr.,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Clyde  W.  Rech,  born  Au- 
gust 22,  1893. 

Rose,  Henry  A.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Niagara  county,  September  1,  1847. 
He  is  the  son  of  Lorenzo  P.  Rose,  who  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1834  from  Ellis- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  and  through  life  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  lumber 
business.  He  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Ira  Newman.  He  served  as  an  officer 
of  the  town  for  njany  years.  Mr.  Rose  was  educated  in  Tonawanda,  and  in  1864  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  10th  New  York  Cavalry,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  Spotsylvania  and  others.  In  1865  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge,  returned  to  Tonawanda,  and  in  1870  established  his  present  business  of 
flour  and  feed,  sand,  and  contractor's  supplies,  and  in  1892  added  the  coal  business. 
In  1867  he  married  Miss  Kate  M.,  daughter  of  Michael  Milton,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children:  Lorenzo  P.,  Charles  H.,.  Ira  M.,  Harry  E.,  Walter  S.,  Mrs.  Hattie 
A.  Carney,  Elsie  E.  and  Cora  M. 

Patton,  John  K.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  of  Irish  parentage  in  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
October  1,  1856.  When  he  was  six  years  old  his  widowed  mother  moved  to  the  town 
of  Elma,  Erie  county,  where  he  lived  on  a  farm  for  several  years,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  and  attended  the  East  Aurora  Academy  in  1875-76.  In 
June,  1878,  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Messrs.  Shearer  &  Merritt,  afterwards 
with  Charles  H.  Addington,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  October  6,  1882,  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1884  began  practice  in  Tonawanda.  He  has  served  his  town  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  president  of  the  village,  and  in  1895  as  supervisor,  and  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  March,  1897. 

March,  H.  G.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  through  life. 
Henry  G.  March  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  academy  of  Oakfield, 
and  followed  civil  engineering  In  1870  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  engaged  in 
the  timber  business,  in  which  he  still  continues.  In  1864  he  married  Catharine, 
daughter  of  Philip  Walters. 

Long,  Mrs.  Almira,  Tonawanda. — Hon.  Benjamin  H.  Long  was  born  in  Tona- 
wanda, October  15,  1832,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Long  who  came  to  Tonawanda  in  1828, 
and  was  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  town.  Benjamin  H.  Long  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Lima  Institute  and  from  Har- 
vard College  in  1856.  He  then  went  to  Buffalo  and  read  law  with  Judge  Green ; 
after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  practiced  law  and  in 
1861  was  elected  to  the  Assembly.  In  1859  he  married  Almira  Josselyn,  daughter  of 
Aaron  Benedict,  and  chey  had  four  daughters:  Mrs.  Etta  M.  Huff,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
F.  Haskell,  Mrs.  Nellie  A.  Calkins  and  Mary  McCoy,  who  died  in  1894.  Mr.  Long 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  taking  an  active  part  in  its  growth  and 
development.    He  died  in  1878. 

Hartman,  Adam,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  April  6,  1834,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  settled  on  Grand  Island,  and  engaged  in  farming 
and  wood  boating  from  Grand  Island  to  Buffalo,  and  in  1879  moved  to  Tonawanda 
and  established  his  present  business,  and  is  at  the  present  time  the  largest  tug 
owner  in  Tonawanda.    In  1861  he  married  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  Lewis  Levi, 
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by  whom  he  has  had  three  sons,  Frank,  Adam  and  Louis,  and  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Caroline  Henneberger  and  Miss  Mary  Hartman.  Adam  Hartman  is  one  of  the 
self-made  men  of  the  town. 

Nice,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  Tonawanda. — John  Nice  was  born  at  Kindenheim-on-the- 
Rhine,  in  Bavaria,  near  the  city  of  Worms,  October  13,  1813,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1836.  The  family  settled  in  the  town  of  Newstead.  In  1844  he 
married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Frederick  L.  Pfizenmaier.  In  1848  he  moved  to 
Grand  Isl'and,  where  he  passed  his  life,  being  recognized  as  a  practical,  successful 
farmer  and  business  man.  In  1866  he  formed  the  firm  of  Nice  &  Hinkey,  which  is 
continued  at  the  present  day.  Mr.  Nice  was  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
town,  progressive  and  energetic.  He  ever  advanced  the  best  interests  of  his  town 
and  its  people,  serving  as  supervisor  for  four  years,  and  elected  to  the  Assembly  in 
1873-74.  His  death,  which  occurred  in  1883,  was  a  loss  not  only  to  his  famil3%  but 
to  all  who  knew  him.  Of  him  it  may  be  said,  "  An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work 
of  God." 

Fish,  Norman  D.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  August  12, 
1879.  His  father,  John  R.,  was  a  farmer  of  that  county.  Norman  D.  was  educated 
at  Ballston,  and  was  graduated  from  Union  College  in  1890  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  with  Senator  John  Foley  of  Saratoga,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1892  and  began  practice  in  1893,  and  in  1896  was  appointed  at- 
torney of  Tonawanda,  which  position  he  now  holds.  In  1893  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Patten  Vroman,  under  the  firm  name  of  Vroman  &  Fish,  which  was 
dissolved  in  1896,  when  was  formed  the  firm  of  Sickmon,  Forsyth  &  Fish  of 
Buffalo. 

Ayrault,  Miles,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Perinton,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 21,  1835.  His  father,  John  Ayrault,  and  family  trace  their  descent  from  Dr. 
Nicholas  Ayrault,  who  was  one  of  the  French  Huguenots  who  came  to  this  country 
about  1690.  John  Ayrault  was  engaged  mostly  in  cattle  raising  and  farming ;  his 
death  occurred  in  September,  1861.  Miles  Ayrault  was  educated  principally  in  the 
common  school,  although  attending  a  few  terms  at  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.  He  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Elmira  in  1862.  In  1868  he 
changed  from  the  hardware  business  to  the  manufacturing  of  the  Wyckoff  Patent  Water 
Pipe.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Bay  City,  Mich.,  where  he  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness till  1886,  when  he  again  returned  to  New  York  State,  erecting  the  present  plant 
and  continued  the  manufacture  of  water  pipe.  He  married,  in  1861,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Darius  Talman  of  Perinton,  and  they  have  four  children:  John,  Walter  C,  Miles, 
jr.,  and  Helen  A.  McLennan.  Mr.  Ayrault  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
town  and  has  frequently  been  called  to  fill  offices  of  trust  by  the  people  and  always 
takes  an  active  interest  in  church  and  educational  matters. 

Diedrick,  Frederick  C,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  where  he  hves,  July  15,  1865. 
He  is  the  son  of  Frederick  Diedrick,  who  came  from  Germany  in  1862,  settling  in 
Tonawanda,  and  through  life  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business.  Fred  C.  was  edu- 
cated in  Tonawanda,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Henry  Diedrick,  and  in  1889 
established  his  present  business,  and  is  now  carrying  a  full  line  of  groceries  and 
fresh  and  smoked  meats.    In  1890  he  married  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  Henry 
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Diedrick,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Carrie,  Walton  and  Norman.  Mr. 
Diedrick  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  the  town,  serving  as  town 
clerk  for  three  years  and  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  educational  and  religious 
institutions. 

Hoyer,  Frederick  F.,  M.  D. ,  Tonawanda,  long  ago  obtained  a  place  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  medical  profession,  and  he  has  since  strengthened  his  position  by  skill  and 
judgment  as  a  surgeon  and  originality  as  a  student  of  medical  science.  His  whole 
life,  from  his  resourceful  youth  to  his  vigorous  old  age,  illustrates  the  potency  of 
character  and  lofty  ambition.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Warren,  Herkimer  county, 
N.  Y.,  May  9,  1822.  In  the  early  years  of  the  century  educational  opportunities  were 
few,  and  Dr.  Hoyer  obtained  rather  more  trainmg  than  most  young  men,  in  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  and  the  village  academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered 
upon  a  professional  career  that  was  destined  to  last  fifty-five  years.  He  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  Peter  P.  Murphy  as  a  student  and  later  entered  the  Geneva  Medical 
College  (now  Buffalo  University)  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1849  with  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Tonawanda  and  since  then  has  car- 
ried on  his  profession  with  uniform  success  and  with  an  increasingly  large  practice. 
Dr.  Hoyer  is  the  oldest  prg.cticing  physician  in  the  village  of  Tonawanda,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  his  general  practice  is  still  extensive.  He  was  married  October  15, 
1846,  to  Pauline  Town,  and  in  October,  1896,  they  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary.  They  have  three  children:  Emma,  wife  of  J.  H,  Millner  of  Buffalo, 
Minard  and  Josephine.  Dr.  Hoyer  belongs  to  many  professional  societies,  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1880,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  etc. 

Dier,  William  F. ,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  28,  1849.  His  father, 
Christian,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1837  from  Germany,  and  through  life  was  identified 
as  a  vinegar  manufacturer.  He  died  in  Buffalo,  July  29,  1880,  aged  fifty-six  years 
and  seven  months.  William  F.  Dier  was  educated  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1883  came  to 
Tonawanda.  In  1874  he  married  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  John  Nicholas  Welzel, 
by  whom  he  has  had  eight  children:  William,  Mrs.  Carrie  Simson,  Elizabeth,  Louisa, 
Gertrude,  Viola,  Etta  and  Vivian. 

Hensler,  Mrs.  Eliza,  Tonawanda  — Emanuel  Hensler  was  born  in  Germany,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1822,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  at  nine  years  of  age. 
and  to  Tonawanda  in  1850  and  was  an  officer  in  the  Custom  House,  and  owned  a 
very  large  farm  on  Grass  Island.  He  also  conducted  a  large  grocery  business.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  largely  interested  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1845  he 
married  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  Cummings,  by  whom  he 
had  eleven  children.  Mr.  Hensler  was  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  town, 
serving  as  supervisor,  collector  and  collector  of  customs.  His  death,  which  occurred 
in  1873,  was  a  loss,  not  only  to  his  family,  but  to  all  who  knew  him.  Of  him  it  may 
be  said,  "  An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

Carney,  Henry,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  that  place,  January  18,  1836.  He  was 
the  son  of  James  Carney,  a  native  of  Black  Creek,  Canada,  who  came  to  Erie  county 
with  his  parents,  Edward  and  Annie  (Bailey)  Carney,  about  1803.  He  settled  near 
Pendleton  and  aftewards  moved  on  the  small  island  near  Tonawanda,  which  for 
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years  was  known  as  Carney  Island.  James  Carney  married  Sally,  daughter  of  Henry 
Martin,  for  his  first  wife,  and  after  her  death  in  1831  he  married  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Zelotus  Bills.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in  1891  in  his  ninety-second  year.  Henry 
Carney  was  educated  at  the  Lima  and  Monroe  Academies,  after  which  he  followed 
his  father  and  gave  his  attention  to  real  estate  business,  in  which  he  still  continues. 
In  1861  he  married  Mary  E,,  daughter  of  Christopher  Ackerman,  by  whom  he  has 
had  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Byron  C,  Charles  S.,  and  Harry  J. 
Mr.  Carney  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town,  serving  as  school  trustee, 
assessor  and  sewer  commissioner. 

Driggs,  Roswell,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  where  he  resides,  April  1,  1832.  He 
was  the  son  of  Urial  Driggs,  a  native  of  Manlius,  Onondaga  county,  and  came  to 
Tonawanda  in  1818.  He  married  Lucy  Ann,  daughter  of  Levi  Wait.  Urial  Driggs 
was  prominent  in  the  business  interests  of  his  town,  and  respected  for  his  judgment 
in  real  estate  and  mercantile  circles.  He  was  also  a  prominent  builder  and  con- 
tractor. Roswell  Driggs  was  educated  in  Tonawanda  and  Springville,  after  which 
he  entered  the  mercantile  business,  from  which  he  retired  and  entered  the  real  es- 
tate business.  In  1859  he  married  Harriet  E.  Benedict,  who  died  in  1882.  In  1885 
he  married  Delia  Schell,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  son,  Arthur.  Roswell  Driggs  is 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Tonawanda,  serving  as  postmaster,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  in  other  offices. 

Senecal,  J.  B.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  m  Montreal,  Octobers,  1851,  and  came  to 
Lockport,  N.  Y. ,  in  1865.  He  entered  the  employ  of  James  Jackson,  remaining  for 
seven  years.  In  1875  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
which  he  continued  for  nine  years.  In  1884  he  established  his  present  business,  car- 
rying a  full  line  of  watches,  jewelry,  and  silverware.  In  1869  he  married  Constance 
Bossinere,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  son  and  two  daughters:  Frank,  Marietta  and 
Ellen.  Mr.  Senecal  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  his  town,  and  takes 
a  great  interest  in  educational  and  religious  institutions,  and  is  ever  ready  to  advance 
the  best  interests  of  his  town  and  townspeople. 

Knothe,  W.  L.,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  and  has  resided  there  all  his  life.  He 
was  formerly  in  the  insurance  business  and  also  in  the  canal  business  as  boat  owner, 
but  three  years  ago  he  went  into  the  loan  business,  opening  an  office  at  No.  2  Web- 
ster street.  He  represents  the  Eastern  Loan  Company  and  the  Central  City  Loan 
Company,  both  of  Syracuse,  and  does  a  great  deal  to  develop  the  Twin  Cities 
through  the  liberal  methods  and  fair  dealings  of  his  companies  and  his  own  honor- 
able business  methods.  He  will  advance  as  high  as  sixty  per  cent,  of  its  value  on 
property,  and  aids  many  to  make  homes  for  themselves.  Mr.  Knothe  is  an  active 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he  has  been  trustee. 
His  father,  Frederick  Knothe,  was  prominent  in  the  canal  business,  was  canal  col- 
lector and  supervisor  in  Erie  county  for  four  years. 

Reisterer,  John  M.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  that  town,  June  9,  1859,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  spending  three  and  a  half  years  in  college  at  Nice, 
France.  After  his  return  he  entered  St.  Joseph's  College  at  Buffalo,  and  then  gave 
his  attention  to  the  supervision  of  his  father's  farms.  In  1891  he  married  Louisa  B., 
daughter  of  Jacob  J.  Bollier,  and  they  have  two  daughters:  Olga  L.  and  Theresa  A. 
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In  1891  he  established  the  brick  manufacturing  business  in  company  with  his  father. 
Mr.  Reisterer  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  of  the  town.  In  1894  he  was 
appointed  collector  for  the  port,  and  has  always  been  interested  in  the  advance  of 
the  town  and  its  people. 

Mueller,  Jacob  G.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
March  24,  1847,  son  of  George  and  Margaret  Mueller.  George  died  in  Germany  in 
October,  1846,  and  his  wife  in  July,  1847.  Jacob  G,  was  reared  by  a  sister  and 
educated  in  Germany.  In  1867  he  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo, 
where  for  eighteen  years  he  was  foreman  in  breweries  and  two  years  in  a  malt 
house.  In  1886  he  engaged  in  general  farming  in  West  Seneca,  Winchester  avenue, 
South  Buffalo  Station.  May  20,  1881,  he  married  Amanda  S.,  daughter  of  John  J. 
and  Susan  (Meyers)  Schusler,  he  of  Baden  and  she  of  Lancaster  county.  Pa.  Mr. 
Schusler  came  to  America  about  1840,  was  a  cabinetmaker  several  years,  and  then 
founded  the  Schusler  &  Co.  brewery,  of  which  he  was  proprietor  till  his  death  in 
1887;  his  widow  resides  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  G.  Mueller  have  five 
children:  Susie,  John  G.,  Jacob  G.,  jr.,  Amanda  Miller  and  Elizabeth  Miller.  He  is 
a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  of  Tent  No.  322,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Ballou,  Edward  H.,  M.  D.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Wyomirg 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  23,  1853,  a  son  of  Rev.  John  M.  and  Jane  (Bissell)  Ballou, 
he  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  she  of  Vermont,  and  married  at  Madrid,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  and  died  in  Clarence, 
N.  Y.,  in  1883;  his  widow  survives  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Dr.  Ballou  was 
educated  at  Parker  Institute  in  Clarence,  with  which  institution  his  father  was 
prominently  identified  for  many  years ;  then  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Henry  Lapp 
of  Clarence,  attended  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1878.  He  immediately  began 
practice  in  Gardenville.  where  he  has  since  remained,  excepting  one  year  in  Wyom- 
ing county,  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  Erie  County  and  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo,  Gardenville  and  Ebenezer  Railroad 
Company,  a  director  in  the  West  Seneca  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company;  a  member 
of  Cazenovia  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  South  Buffalo  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was 
the  senior  physician  of  West  Seneca,  and  organized  its  first  Board  of  Health,  and 
was  health  officer,  excepting  one  year,  for  fifteen  years.  Dr.  Ballou  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  taken  great  interest  in  educational 
matters.  May  20,  1880,  he  married  Bertha  M.  Hafner  of  Gardenville;  they  have 
three  children:  Clara  E.,  Edward  J.  and  Bertha  L.    The  family  are  Protestants. 

Doster,  Gotfried,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Germany,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1855,  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Elnora  E.  Doster,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
immigrated  to  West  Seneca  in  1859,  where  he  died  in  1892,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
and  his  wife  died  in  1866.  They  had  three  sons  and  four  daughters  who  are  now 
living.  Gotfried  was  reared  and  educated  in  Gardenville,  is  a  butcher  by  trade  and 
also  carries  on  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  was  excise  commissioner. 
He  married,  July  19,  1883,  Ernstine,  daughter  of  Julius  and  Maria  Klose.  They  have 
seven  children,  as  follows:  George,  Henry,  Godfrey,  Carl,  Julia,  Annie  and  Albert 
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Ehinger,  Fred  H.,  M.  D.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Phillipsburg, 
Ontario,  Canada,  September  28,  1862,  son  of  Rev.  Frederick  J.  and  Minnie  (Von 
Strate)  Ehinger,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  Galveston,  Texas,  where 
they  were  married.  He  was  a  Lutheran  minister,  and  his  first  work  in  America  was 
as  missionary  in  Texas ;  thence  he  went  to  Canada,  and  is  now  at  Carbondale,  Pa. 
He  was  educated  at  Heidelberg  University.  Fred  H.  Ehinger  was  educated  at  Buf- 
falo Central  High  School,  Muhlenberg  College,  Pennsylvania,  one  year  in  the  Semi- 
nary, and  then  entered  Buffalo  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  m 
1886,  and  at  once  began  practice  in  Ebenezer,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  still  located,  and 
has  secured  an  extensive  practice.  November  2,  1886,  he  married  Carrie  A.  Rey- 
nolds of  Alden,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  children,  Frederick  S  and  Raymond  H.  Dr. 
Ehinger  is  a  Republican,  and  member  of  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  657,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Garden ville  Tent  No.  468,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Court  Ebenezer  No.  3240,  I.  O.  F.,  South 
Buffalo  Lodge  No.  322,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  the  Chi  Phi  fraternity. 

Frey,  Andrew,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Garden  ville,  was  born  in  Germany,  February  1, 
1842,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Sophia  (Fritz)  Frey,  who  came  to  West  Seneca  from  Ger- 
many in  1857,  and  died  in  Ebenezer  January  17,  1879.  Andrew,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  Germany,  and  soon  after  comingtothe  United  States  learned 
the  carpenter  trade  and  later  carried  on  a  cabinet  shop  for  some  years.  In  1866  he 
married  Catharine  Link  Schmidtline,  born  in  Germany,  March  25,  1846,  and  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Barbara  (Link)  Schmidtline,  who  came  to  Buffalo  in  1852,  where 
his  wife  died  the  same  year,  and  he  died  in  West  Seneca  in  1869. 

Ferrand,  Henri  L. ,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Garden  ville,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  N. 
Y.,  June  9,  1862,  a  son  of  George  and  Elsie  (Sugnett)  Ferrand.  Henry  L.  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools;  in  1887  he  came  to  Gardenville  and 
engaged  in  a  general  store,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  a  very  successful  business. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  in  1896  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1887 
he  married  Christiana,  daughter  of  George  P.  and  Henrietta  Trier,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ferrand  have  two  sons:  Clarence  W.,  born  August  19,  1888,  and  Raymond  H.,  born 
January  30,  1892. 

Miller,  Jacob,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Elma,  N.  Y.,  May  2, 
1856,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Barbara  Miller,  both  born  in  Germany  on  the  same  day 
and  year,  January  1,  1818;  they  were  married  in  1852,  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  at  Elma,  where  they  bought  twenty-five  acres  of  land  and  later  fifty  acres, 
which  he  now  owns.  His  wife  died  February  1,  1892,  and  he  lives  in  Buffalo. 
Jacob  Miller  followed  farming  until  July  1,  1893,  when  he  removed  to  Gardenville 
and  bought  the  place  known  as  the  Haas  Brewery,  and  also  engaged  in  hotel- 
keeping,  and  has  been  successful.  He  is  a  Republican  and  was  collector  at  Elma 
two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  Cazenovia  Lodge  No.  341,  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  married, 
in  April,  1878,  Carrie,  daughter  of  PhiHp  Schuster,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Carrie,  George,  Arthur  and  Etta. 

Schudt,  Christian  L.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Reserve,  was  born  in  West  Seneca,  April 
16,  1865,  a  son  of  William  and  Johanna  (Fuesle)  Schudt,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  West  Seneca;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ebenezer  Society.  William 
was  a  Democrat  and  served  as  excise  and  highway  commis.sioner.    Christian  Schudt 
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was  reared  and  educated  in  West  Seneca,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming. 
December  17,  1890,  he  married  Susan  Schudt,  and  they  have  three  children:  Flor- 
ence P.,  Esther  A.  and  Ada  A.  Mr.  Schudt  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  collector 
three  terms  and  is  now  highway  commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of  Winchester 
Lodge  No.  362,  K.  of  P. 

Wagner,  Peter,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Germany,  January 
28,  1857,  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Margaret  (Petrie)  Wagner,  both  deceased.  In  1871 
Mr.  Wagner  came  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  In  1893  he  moved  on  to  the  place  where 
he  now  resides,  and  where  he  lives  a  retired  life.  In  1880  he  married  Fredericka 
Benzinger,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Lillie  H.,  Juha  C.  (deceased)  and 
Gertie  M.  Mr.  Wagner  is  a  Republican.  His  father-in-law,  Jacob  Benzinger, 
served  as  alderman  in  Buffalo  for  several  terms.  He  is  a  member  of  Harmony 
Lodge  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Bangel,  August,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  31, 
1857,  a  son  of  Christian  and  Wilhelmina  (Lind)  Bangel.  Christian  came  to  America 
in  1872  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  and  went  thence  to  West  Seneca  and  engaged  in 
farming.  Plis  last  days  were  spent  in  Buffalo  where  he  died  in  1894;  Mrs.  Bangel 
survives  him  and  resides  in  Buffalo.  August  Bangel  was  educated  in  Germany. 
He  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  in  West  Seneca  in  1887,  and  in  connection 
with  a  hotel  (the  Junction  House)  and  saloon,  still  follows  that  business.  In  1887  he 
married  Minnie  Hardwig  of  Cheektowaga.  They  have  two  children,  Emilie  and 
Eduard.  Mr.  Bangel  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Morning 
Star  Lodge  No.  581,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Select  Knights,  League  No.  61,  Buffalo. 

Seeger,  Edward  F. ,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  South  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June 
5,  1854,  a  son  of  John  and  Henrietta  (Weik)  Seeger,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1852  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  John  was  a  brewer  by  trade,  which 
he  followed  in  Buffalo  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1864.  Mrs.  Seeger  married  Den- 
nis Krumholz  of  West  Seneca,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  place.  Edward 
F.  Seeger  was  reared  in  Buffalo  until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  West  Sen- 
eca, and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  learned  the  butcher's  trade.  July  6,  1883,  he  married 
Carrie  Messner  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Albert  Frederick. 

Errington,  Henry,  West  Seneca,  was  born  in  Ewgland,  October  11,  1830,  a  son  of 
William  and  Jane  Errmgton,  who  lived  and  died  in  England.  Henry  Errington  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  England,  and  in  1856  emigrated  to  West  Seneca, 
where  he  bought  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  follows  general  farming.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  was  married  in  England,  in  1854,  to  Ann  Nichols.  They  have  had 
eight  children  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  James  and  William  H.  (all  deceased),  Thomas^ 
Alice,  William,  Annie  and  James.    The  family  attend  the  Episcopal  church. 

Knuth,  Charles  G.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September 
15,  1867,  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Henrietta  Knuth,  who  came  from  Germany,  their 
native  land,  to  Buffalo  in  1865  and  to  West  Seneca  in  1874,  where,  in  1879,  they 
bought  seventeen  and  a  half  acres  of  land  where  they  now  reside.  Charles  G.  Knuth 
was  reared  and  educated  in  West  Seneca;  he  is  a  gardener  and  owns  sixteen  and  a 
quarter  acres  of  land,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics.    September  15,  1891,  he  mar- 
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ried  Anna,  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Smaltz)  Hout,  who  hve  in  East  Aurora, 
and  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  all  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knuth  have  three 
children:  Christopher  C,  Arthur  O.  and  Clarence  H. 

Fisher,  Charles  William,  West  Seneca,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  11,  1844,  a  son 
of  Isaac  and  Susan  (Bruce)  Fisher,  he  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  she  of  Ver- 
mont. Charles  W.  Fisher  was  educated  in  Buffalo  and  West  Seneca.  In  1866  he 
married  Harriet,  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  Bedford,  natives  of  England.  Mr. 
Bedford  came  to  America  in  1832  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  working  at  his  trade  of 
cartman.  In  1857  he  came  to  West  Seneca,  where  he  purchased  two  farms  of  the 
Indians  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  1873  and  his  widow  in  1880.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fisher  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Charlotte  S.,  George  M., 
William  R,  Mary  H.,  Martha  E.,  John  F.,  Charles  N.,  Harry  A.  and  Clarence  E., 
and  all  are  living  at  this  date,  1897.  Mr.  Fisher  has  carried  on  a  wholesale  milk 
business,  having  a  dairy  of  thirty-two  cows.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a 
member  of  South  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  222,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  the  M.  E  church. 

Eyring  William,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  West  Seneca, 
November  28,  1857,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Schatz)  Eyring,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1853  and  settled  for  one  year  in  Buffalo, 
thence  to  West  Seneca,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  resided  there  until  his  death 
in  1896.  William  Eyring  was  educated  in  the  public  and  German  schools,  and  in 
1879  married  Caroline  C,  daughter  of  Charles  Krebs  of  Buffalo.  They  had  four 
children :  Frederick  W.  and  Charles  who  are  still  living,  and  George  and  Henry,  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Eyring  was  a  milk  peddler  in  Buffalo  for  seven  years,  commencing  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years.  For  the  last  eighteen  years  he  has  resided  on  the  home- 
stead, where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  gardening.  He  is  a  Republican  and 
for  four  years  has  been  inspector  of  election.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cazenovia 
Lodge  No.  341,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Lutheran  church  in 
Buffalo. 

Doetsch,  Jacob,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
N.  Y.,  June  26,  1857,  a  son  of  Conrad  and  Margaret  (Christ)  Doetsch;  he  died  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1890,  and  his  wife  on  September  10,  1880;  they  raised  a  family  of  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  four  of  whom  survive ;  he  was  prominent  in  politics  and 
held  various  town  offices.  Jacob  Doetsch  was  educated  m  the  public  schools,  has 
followed  gardening  for  years,  and  now  owns  thirty-three  acres  of  land,  a  portion  of 
the  old  homestead.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  highway  commissioner  several 
terms.  He  married,  June  12,  1883,  Lena,  daughter  of  John  and  Magdalena 
(Arnholt)  Haier,  born  in  Eden,  N.  Y.  They  have  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Fred- 
erick C,  William  J.,  Charlotta  M.,  Clara  L.,  Chester  G.  and  Irving  H.  Mr.  Doetsch 
belongs  to  South  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  322,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  church  at  South  Buffalo.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo,  Gardenville  and  Ebenezer  Electric  Railroad  Company. 

Hart,  Burgess,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  South  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  9, 
1847;  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  Buffalo  and  has  been  engaged  in  gardening  all 
his  life,  at  present  owning  forty  acres  of  land.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  May 
22,  1872,  he  married  Justina  Bermeister  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  six  children: 
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Florence  Sophia,  Franklin  Burgess,  Arthur  Williams,  Mabel  Eliza,  Walter  Hertry 
and  Edna  Justina.    The  family  attend  the  Baptist  church. 

Ewald,  Robert.  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Reserve,  was  born  in  Prussia.  April  24,  1845,  a 
son  of  Charles  and  Wilhelmine  (Schiire)  Ewald,  natives  of  Prussia,  who  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1858,  settling  in  West  Seneca,  where  he  died  December  24, 
1893,  and  his  wife  February  22,  1885.  Robert  Ewald  was  educated  in  Germany  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents;  he  attended  school  one  winter,  then  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  twelve  years,  and  also  kept  a  shoe  store. 
He  IS  now  engaged  in  farming,  being  the  owner  of  three  farms,  consisting  of  ninety- 
eight  acres.  Mr.  Ewald  is  a  Republican  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  eighteen 
years  in  succession  and  has  been  twice  appointed  tax  collector.  In  1867  he  married 
Amelia  Kirschner,  born  in  Germany  and  came  with  her  parents  to  America  when  a 
young  girl.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewald  have  been  born  five  children:  Charles,  Emilie, 
William,  Mary  and  Anton.  The  family  belong  to  the  Evangelical  church,  in  which 
Mr.  Ewald  has  always  held  some  office  and  taken  active  part;  he  is  now  president 
of  the  church.    He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Winchester  Lodge  No.  362. 

Weber,  Henry,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  19, 
1849,  son  of  Conrad  and  Louisa  (Roehrig)  Weber,  natives  of  Germany,  where  he 
died  in  1859,  and  Mrs.  Weber  still  survives.  Henry  Weber  came  to  America  in 
1876  and  settled  in  Buffalo ;  in  1878  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  George  and 
Magdalena  (Porth)  Lahs,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Lena,  Louis,  Louisa,  George, 
Amelia,  Maggie  and  Mary.    In  politics  Mr.  Weber  is  independent. 

Herlan,  F.  D.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Blossom,  was  born  in  Boston,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.,  October  20,  1856,  a  son  of  Francis  and  Caroline  (Demmera)  Herlan,  natives 
of  Germany,  who  immigrated  to  America  in  1883,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  Francis 
worked  for  a  time,  thence  to  Boston,  N.  Y.,  where 'he  bought  land  and  followed 
farming  for  a  short  time  and  finally  entered  the  ministry,  spending  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  that  calling;  he  died  in  1889,  as  did  also  Mrs.  Herlan.  F.  D.  Herlan 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  when  ten  years  of  age  engaged  in  farming 
and  the  carpenter's  trade;  he  bought  a  farm  in  West  Seneca,  which  he  worked  until 
1893,  when  he  removed  to  Blossom,  where  he  has  a  small  place  and  carries  on  a 
general  store.  In  politics  Mr.  Herlan  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  assessor  three 
years  in  West  Seneca;  he  now  is  serving  as  postmaster  at  Blossom.  In  1857  he 
married  Louise  Bowman,  and  they  have  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Lydia  Nanc5^ 
William,  Isaac  Henry,  Daniel,  Frank,  Carolina,  John  Wesley,  Emma  Priscilla, 
Amanda  Louisa,  Benjamin,  Alexander  and  Lewis. 

Stock,  John  H,,  Cheektowaga,  p.  o.  Forks. — The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  John  and  Christina  (Schadt)  Stock,  came  to  Cheektowaga  in  1851  from 
Beudingen,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  Bemg  in  stringent  circumstances,  and  as 
Cheektowaga  was  at  that  time  mostly  covered  by  a  virgin  forest,  the  father  built  a 
small  cabin  on  what  was  at  that  time  known  as  the  Bower  farm,  on  the  present 
French  Road,  and  went  to  work  for  the  Ebenezer  Society,  which  then  was  in  a 
flourishing  condition  in  the  town  of  West  Seneca,  receiving  as  compensation  twenty- 
five  cents  per  day,  half  of  which  was  to  be  paid  in  what  in  those  days  was  known  as 
store  pay.    As  this  was  barely  sufficient  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door  of  their  log 
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cabin,  Christina,  his  wife,  in  1853  began  the  peddling  of  Yankee  notions,  which 
vocation  she  followed  for  seventeen  years,  often  carrying  150  pounds  of  notions  from 
four  to  six  miles  a  day.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  her  daily  income  often 
amounted  to  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per  day.  During  this  time  she  accumulated  a 
small  fortune,  some  of  which  was  invested  in  real  estate  and  mortgages,  a  portion  of 
which  she  now  holds.  She  is  still  hale  and  hearty  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty -one 
years.  Her  husband  died  July  29,  1888,  aged  seventy-two  years.  John  H.  Stock 
was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  July  24,  1853,  in  the  little  cabin  built  on  the  Bower  farm 
two  years  before.  He  received  his  education  mostly  in  the  common  schools  of 
Cheektowaga,  together  with  a  short  course  in  the  High  School  at  Buffalo.  When 
he  reached  his  majority  he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  wooden  pumps;  after  one  year  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  the  same  and  also  carriage  jacks,  which  business  he  has 
successfully  followed ;  from  time  to  time  he  has  added  several  machines  for  boring 
wells  in  the  earth  and  drilling  the  same  in  rock.  November  15,  1877,  he  married 
Annie  C.  Slade  of  Elma,  N.  Y.,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Cheektowaga. 
Mr.  Stock  is  an  ardent  Democrat ;  in  1876  he  was  elected  commissioner  of  excise, 
being  nominated  by  both  parties,  and  in  1881  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  holding  the 
office  for  eight  consecutive  years;  in  1889  he  was  elected  supervisor,  and  has  since 
held  that  office,  being  re-elected  for  two  years,  March  9,  1897,  by  254  majority.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Forks,  September  9,  1895.  Mr.  Stock  had  one  brother, 
Charles  H.,  who  died  March  24,  1890,  aged  forty-two  years;  he  was  a  printer  by 
trade  and  also  followed  well-drilling  from  1869  to  1877;  he  served  in  the  regular 
army  on  the  frontier  as  cook  for  the  officers  of  Co.  K,  23d  U.  S.  Infantry.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stock  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Ada  M.,  aged  nineteen; 
Lillie  L.,  aged  seventeen  ;  Frank  J.,  aged  sixteen  ;  Clista  L. ,  aged  twelve;  Archie  A., 
aged  ten;  Stella  A.,  aged  six;  and  John  H.,  born  June  2,  1896. 

Fath,  Martin,  Cheektowaga,  p.  o.  Forks. — Jacob  and  Eva  (Hubsch)  Fath  came  to 
America  in  1858  and  first  settled  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  the  following  year  re- 
moved to  Cheektowaga,  where  they  have  since  resided,  being  poor  as  most  of  the 
early  settlers  were  who  came  here  at  or  about  that  time.  They  are  sixty-nine  and 
seventy-three  years  old  respectively.  Martin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  six 
years  old  when  his  parents  arrived  in  this  country.  When  he  became  old  enough  to 
be  of  service  to  his  parents  he  worked  the  farm,  as  has  been  most  common  among 
the  early  settlers,  and  was  thus  deprived  of  a  full  course  of  schooling ;  his  education 
was  obtained  at  the  common  schools  of  Cheektowaga.  He  held  the  office  of  town 
tax  collector  in  1890,  and  the  following  year  was  chosen  highway  commissioner  and 
has  held  that  position  for  six  consecutive  years.  April  26,  1883,  he  married  Libbie 
Schiess,  and  of  that  union  there  were  two  children,  Edward  P.,  aged  thirteen,  and 
Charlotte  M.,  aged  eleven.  Mrs.  Fath  became  ill  in  1885  and  died  in  1887;  on  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1897,  he  married  Theresa  Schreck.  Mr.  Fath  has  two  brothers  and  two 
sisters — Jacob  and  Peter,  who  are  both  married,  and  Mary  and  Catherme,  the  former 
being  married. 

Boothroy,  George,  Cheektowaga,  p.  o.  Forks,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  18, 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  Boothroy,  natives  of  England.    His  father 
came  to  America  in  1835,  settling  in  Cheektowaga  on  100  acres  of  land,  where  he  and 
his  wife  both  died.    Mr.  Boothroy  was  educated  in  Cheektowaga,  and  has  followed 
y 
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farming.  March  14, 1870,  he  married  Martha  Armitage,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Mary  G. ,  James,  Jennie  A.  and  Mianie  E. 

Ferran'd,  Augustus  B.,  Cheektowaga,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga, 
March  9,  1859,  a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Sugnet)  Ferrand.  George,  his 
father,  was  the  second  oldest  of  six  children  of  Jean  and  Anne  (Ferrond)  Ferrand, 
who  emigrated  to  Cheektowaga  in  the  year  1828  from  Sochaux,  a  village  in  France. 
Elizabeth  Sugnet  was  the  youngest  of  three  children  of  Frederick  and  Jonoton 
(Savoy)  Sugnet,  who  emigrated  to  Cheektowaga  from  the  canton  of  Vaud,  Switzer- 
land, in  the  year  1840.  George  and  his  wife  after  their  marriage  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  in  Cheektowaga.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  Augustus  was  the  fifth.  Augustus  B.  Ferrand  was  reared  on  a  farm  with  his 
parents  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  Parker  Institute  at 
Clarence,  and  Buffalo  Normal  School.  He  followed  teaching  for  nine  years,  but  at 
present  is  engaged  in  gardening.  He  is  a  Republican  and  active  in  politics.  May 
13,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susie  Penfold,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Good) 
Penfold,  natives  of  England,  and  on  February  24,  1897,  a  girl  was  born  to  them — 
Elsie  Margaret  Ferrand. 

Kuhn,  James  A.,  p.  o.  Forks,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  October 
28,  1845,  received  his  education  in  that  city,  was  clerking  at  times,  but  liked  farming 
best,  so  now  he  is  farming  and  gardenmg  in  Cheektowaga.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  187th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run,  October  27. 
1864.  He  was  always  a  Republican ;  was  deputy  sheriff  one  term.  He  has  been 
married  twice;  his  first  wife  was  Mary  Johnston;  his  second  wife  is  Lena  Pitz;  they 
have  one  son,  Clarence  A.  Kuhn.  Christian  Henry  Kuhn,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1801,  and  was  married  to  Susanna  Herzel  of  the  same  place. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  came  to  America  in  1843  with  his  wife  and  seven 
children:  Jacob  F.,  Henry,  Charles,  Martin,  William,  Julia  and  Ricka.  Nicholas 
was  born  in  Buffalo;  Charles,  William  and  Ricka  died,  and  the  rest  are  all  in 
Buffalo  doing  business  and  are  well  known  by  almost  every  one  in  Erie  county. 
Christopher  worked  at  his  trade  in  Buffalo  for  some  years,  then  moved  on  a  farm  in 
Cheektowaga,  where  he  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  eighty.  His  wife  died  in  1886  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  The  family  are  members  of  the  German  Refoimed 
church.  Martin  Kuhn  was  a  member  of  the  14th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  was  three  years  in  the 
army,  was  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  in  almost  all  the  rest;  during  the  three 
years  he  did  not  receive  a  wound  nor  was  he  sick. 

Shuttleworth,  Luther  J.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Springville,  Au- 
gust 11,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  J.  Shuttleworth,  a  prominent  man  of  the  town. 
Luther  J.  was  educated  at  Griffith  Institute,  after  which  he  managed  the  Springville 
foundry.  In  1892  he  entered  the  planing  and  saw  mill  business  and  established  a 
lumber  yard  in  connection  with  building  and  contracting,  erecting  some  of  the  finest 
residences  and  business  blocks  in  Springville.  In  1891  he  married  Esther,  daughter 
of  John  W.  Reese,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one  daughter:  Richard 
R.  and  Esther  G. 

Smith,  F.  O.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  21,  1854,  and  is 
a  son  of  O.  Smith,  a  native  of  Erie  county.    Pliny  Smith  came  from  Vermont  in 
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about  1820,  and  was  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Springville.  O.  Smith  married 
Chastino,  daughter  of  Rufus  Speeper,  and  was  a  very  active  business  man.  He  died 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  F.  O.  Smith  was  educated  in  Springville  Academy 
and  afterwards  engaged  in  the  cheese  business.  In  1883,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Farmers'  Bank,  he  was  appointed  cashier,  which  position  he  still  retains.  In  1874  he 
married  Ettie  Dygart,  who  died  in  1886.  He  was  married  again  to  Emily  Stewart, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Pliny  A.,  Stewart  F.  and 
Eleanor.    Mr.  Smith  has  served  his  town  as  collector. 

Scott,  Edwin  A.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Concord,  December  26, 
1858,  and  was  a  son  of  W.  J.  Scott,  also  of  Concord.  His  grandfather,  Phineas 
Scott,  came  from  Vermont  and  settled  on  Townsend  Hill  about  1828.  Edwin  A.  was 
educated  at  Springville,  Hamburg  Academy  and  Forestville.  In  1878  he  began  the 
study  of  law  with  C.  C.  Severance  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1881,  spending 
four  years  in  commercial  pursuits  and  farming,  and  in  1885  began  the  practice  of 
law  at  Forestville,  coming  to  Springville  in  1888.  He  was  attorney  for  the  ex- 
ecutors and  legatees  in  the  celebrated  David  S.  Ingalls  will  case,  involving  about 
^700,000.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  six  years,  and  has 
ever  advanced  the  interests  of  his  town  and  its  people. 

Lowe,  B.  A.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  February  19, 
1826,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Lowe,  who  was  a  native  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  and  was 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  town.  John  Lowe  married  Fanny  Boutelle,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  In  1841  he  moved  to  Cattaraugus  county  and  died  in  1847. 
B.  A.  Lowe  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  1870  came  to  Springville 
and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  In  1850  he  married  Harriet  A.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Pierce,  and  they  had  one  son  and  one  daughter:  Ralph  W.,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Rochester  Lniversity  and  the  Rochester  Theological  Seminary,  and 
Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Mr.  Lowe  was  supervisor  of  Ashford  for 
four  years  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Griffith  Institute. 

McFarlane,  William  A.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
August  12,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  John  McFarlane,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1848  and  has  been  a  farmer.  He  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Buchanan.  William  A.  was  educated  at  Aurora  Academy,  the  Pike 
Seminary,  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  graduating  in  1878,  and  took  a 
post-graduate  course  in  Philadelphia.  He  practiced  in  Pike,  Wyoming  county,  where 
he  remained  until  1885,  and  then  established  his  present  practice  m  Springville.  In 
1881  he  married  Hattie  A.,  daughter  of  Martin  M.  Smith,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters:  Clara  E.  and  Margaret.  Dr.  McFarlane  served  as  trustee  of  the 
village  of  Springville,  and  was  pension  examiner  for  four  years. 

Clair,  John  W.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Germany,  August  3,  1849, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  Lewis  and  Helenena  Clair,  in  1850. 
He  settled  first  in  Buffalo  and  afterwards  moved  into  the  town  of  Sardinia,  buying 
a  wood  lot  and  cleared  the  land  to  build  his  house  on.  He  died  in  1876  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one.  John  W.  Clair  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  1868  learned 
to  manufacture  cheese,  purchasing  the  Springville  cheese  combination,  consisting  of 
twenty-four  factories,  and  with  his  brother  still  continues  in  the  same  business,  and 
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at  present  are  the  largest  producers  of  cheese  in  Erie  and  Cattaraugus  counties.  In 
1871  he  married  Alice  L.,  daughter  of  Peter  J,  Frank,  andthey  have  two  sons:  Lewis 
P.  and  Almond  B.  Mr.  Clair  is  a  public  spirited  man,  and  has  served  as  trustee  of 
his  village  for  six  years. 

Blackmar,  Henry  M.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  24, 
1831.  His  father,  William  W.  Blackmar,  was  a  native  of  Saratoga  county  and  came 
to  Buffalo  in  October,  1825,  engaging  in  building  and  contracting.  He  married 
Almira  Chaffee  of  Springville  and  died  in  1886.  Henry  M.  Blackmar  was  educated 
at  the  Springville  Academy  and  has  followed  farming  through  life.  In  1862  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lydia  P.  Ferrin,  who  died  in  1886,  and  he  married  again,  in  1888,  Mary 
A.  Wilson,  daughter  of  Henry  Wilson  of  Canada.  Mr.  Blackmar  is  a  public 
spirited  man  and  has  served  his  town  as  supervisor  for  three  years. 

Godard,  Calista,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville. — Nathan  Godard  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  came  to  the  town  of  Concord  in  the  spring  of  1817.  He  married  Ruth 
Briggs,  who  bore  him  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Calista  Godard  is  the  only  surviv- 
ing representative.  Nathan  A.  and  Seth  W.  Godard  were  very  prominent  in  the 
town  of  Concord.  Nathan  A.  filled  important  town  offices,  was  collector  for  several 
terms,  and  all  business  placed  in  his  hands,  whether  public  or  private,  was  faith- 
fully discharged.  He  died  September  23,  1878.  Seth  W.  was  a  lawyer,  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  was  supervisor  many  years,  and  in  1855  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature.  He  died  November  17,  1864.  Edward  Godard  was  one  of  the  active 
men  of  the  town,  and  was  one  of  its  largest  farmers;  he  was  both  town  and  village 
assessor  for  many  years.    He  died  December  12,  1879. 

Holland,  George  H.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Belchertown,  Mass., 
January  28,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  George  Holland,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Concord,  N.  Y.  He  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Josiah  D.  Graves,  and 
came  to  Springville  in  1836,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  He  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  George  H.  was  educated  at  Springville  Academy  and  remained  on 
the  farm  for  ten  years  after  he  became  of  age.  In  1867  he  went  to  Florida  and  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business,  which  he  continued  for  twenty  years,  returning  to 
Springville  in  1887.  In  1867  he  married  Sarah  M.,  daughter  of  Byron  Cochran, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Katharine  W.  Mr.  Holland  takes  an 
active  interest  in  educational  and  religious  institutions. 

Mayo,  Orrin  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  East  Concord,  was  born  in  Concord,  October  8, 
1848.  His  father,  Sanford  Mayo,  came  from  Massachusetts  to  Erie  county  in  1816. 
He  married  Lucy  Stanbro  and  died  in  1882.  Orrin  D.  Mayo  was  educated  in  the 
Springville  Academy  and  later  engaged  in  farming.  In  1872  he  married  Emma  J. 
Titus  and  they  have  six  children:  Robert,  Harry,  Maude,  Madge,  Lucy  and  Amy. 
Mr.  Mayo  served  his  town  as  assessor  for  six  years. 

Stanbro,  Frederick  H.,  M.  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  w^as  born  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  May  8,  1866,  and  came  to  Springville  in  1867  with  his  father,  George  G. 
Stanbro,  M.  D.,  and  his  mother,  Matilda  A.  Stanbro.  F.  H.  Stanbro  was  graduated 
from  the  Griffith  Institute  in  1884,  and  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
from  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1887.  He  served  as  interne  at  the  City  Hospital  of 
Rochester,  and  in  1888  returned  to  Springville  and  established  his  present  practice. 
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In  1890  he  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Hamilton  Gregory,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons:  Gregory  E.  and  Frederick  H.  Dr.  Stanbro  served  as  coroner  of  Erie 
county  from  1888  to  1891  inclusive,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Board 
of  Pension  Examiners. 

Smith,  Stephen  R.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  June  27,  1830,  and  is  a 
son  of  Calvin  Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town  of  Concord,  coming 
from  Vermont  with  his  parents  in  1807.  Calvin  married  Harriet  Mayo  and  was  a 
prominent  farmer,  and  the  farms  which  he  bought  of  the  government  are  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family.  Stephen  R.  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and 
during  the  early  years  of  his  life  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  and  from  1865  to 
1882  was  one  of  the  largest  shippers  of  produce  and  cheese  in  New  York  State.  In 
1859  he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Abram  Gardiner.  In  1883  he  organized  and 
founded  the  Farmers'  Bank,  of  which  he  is  president. 

Ware,  Henry,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  May 
11,  1846,  and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1869  and  settled  in  Connecticut, 
engaging  in  the  service  of  the  Hartford  and  Connecticut  Valley  Railroad  and  later 
with  the  Hartford,  Providence  and  Fishkill,  and  also  with  the  New  York  and  New 
England.  In  1884  he  came  to  Rochester  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Buffalo, 
Rochester  and  Pittsburg  Railroad  as  roadmaster,  which  position  he  still  holds.  In 
1878  he  married  Julia  F.,  daughter  of  Lucius  G,  Standish,  a  direct  descendant  of 
Miles  Standish,  of  Plymouth  Rock;  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Lloyd  Standish 
Ware.  Mr.  Ware  has  served  the  village  of  Springville  two  years  as  trustee,  and  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  village  three  times;  is  now  serving  his  third  term.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  and  religious  institutions. 

Blakeley,  John  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Greenville,  N.  Y.,  May 
17,  1813,  came  to  Erie  county  in  1815  with  his  parents,  and  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  of  the  county  ever  since.  His  father,  Asa  Blakeley,  was  a  farmer,  married 
Esther  Dibble,  reared  a  family  of  nine  children  and  died  in  1854.  J.  D.  Blakeley  was 
educated  in  Aurora,  engaged  in  farming  and  teaching  until  1846,  when  he  with  two 
brothers  bought  a  woolen  factory  at  West  Falls,  which  burned  four  years  later,  in- 
volving much  loss,  in  1851  he  came  to  Springville  and  engaged  in  harness  business. 
Opened  a  general  store  in  1860  and  continued  in  trade  thirty  years.  He  married 
Jane  E.  Williams  in  1841.  She  died  in  1858.  In  1862  he  married  Maria  B.  Upson, 
who  died  February  25,  1896.  One  son,  W.  W.  Blakeley,  by  his  first  wife,  is  living. 
His  son  Henry  died  in  1865,  m  his  twelfth  year.  Arthur,  by  his  second  wife,  died  at 
the  age  of  four. 

Conger,  George  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  North  Collins,  in  De- 
cember, 1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Abram  Conger,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  came  to  Erie 
county  in  1812  with  his  father  and  mother,  David  and  Rachel,  who  died  in  1814. 
Abram  Conger  married  Annie,  daughter  of  David  Hunt,  and  they  lived  together  for 
fifty-four  years.  He  died  in  1889,  and  his  wife  still  survives  at  this  date,  1897. 
George  D.  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  Springville  Academy.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  44th  New  York  State  Volunteers,  serving  three  years 
with  distinction,  and  was  honorably  discharged  October  12,  1864.  In  1866  he  came 
to  Concord  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1882  came  to  Springville  and  established 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS 


his  present  business  of  coal  and  building  materials.  In  1865  he  married  Dicentha, 
daughter  of  William  Samson,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Cora  May. 
Mr.  Conger  has  served  as  highway  commissioner  and  trustee  of  the  village. 

Pingrey,  Adelbert  L.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Concord,  February 
8,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  W.  Pingrey,  who  was  born  in  Erie  county;  his  father, 
William  Pingrey,  came  to  Erie  county  from  Mount  Holly,  Vt,  in  1816.  Charles  W. 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Alvah  King.  Adelbert  L.  was  educated  at  Griffith  Insti- 
tute and  the  Rochester  Business  College.  In  1888  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Cen- 
tral Manufacturing  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  spent  over  one  year  in  New  York  for 
the  same  firm.  In  1892  he  established  his  present  business  of  furniture  and  under- 
taking.   In  1892  he  married  Anna  B.,  daughter  of  Isaiah  H.  Gardiner. 

Bates,  Adelia,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Otto,  in  1842. 
Her  father,  Darius  Babcock,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  town.  Adelia 
Bates  was  educated  in  Otto  and  afterwards  spent  two  years  at  the  Electro-Therapeutic 
Institution  of  Toronto,  Canada.  In  1862  she  married  Allan  Bates  of  Otto,  who  is  a 
descendant  of  Sylvanus  Bates,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Collins.  In 
1878  they  established  their  home  near  Springville  and  have  successfully  treated  a 
large  number  of  patients  by  their  Electro-Therapeutic  treatment  and  hygienic  living, 
making  a  success  that  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession. 

Pingrey,  Charles  W.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Sardinia,  March  11, 
1843.  His  father,  William  Pingrey,  was  born  in  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  and  settled  in 
Sardinia  with  his  parents,  Jonathan  and  wife,  in  1816.  William  Pingrey  married 
Mary  Ann  Wilder;  he  died  in  1895  in  his  ninetieth  year.  C.  W.  Pingrey  was  edu- 
cated at  Springville  Academy  and  in  1866  married  Sarah  A.  King  and  they  have  two 
sons,  Adelbert  L.  and  Clarence. 

Perkins,  Spicer  L.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville. — Zenas  Perkins,  father  of  SpicerL., 
was  born  in  1785;  he  married  Salley  Whaley  (born  in  1787)  on  February  14,  1806,  at 
Granville,  N.  Y.  In  1835  they  moved  to  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she 
died  November  21,  1862,  and  he  on  the  21st  of  May,  1863.  Spicer  L.  Perkms  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Granville,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  June  25,  1831.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  learned  the  harness  and  saddlery  trade.  In 
1864  he  engaged  in  hotel-keeping  in  Buffalo,  which  he  continued  to  1890;  in  1864  he 
purchased  the  Leland  Hotel  at  Springville,  Erie  county,  and  remodeled  and  refur- 
nished it,  making  it  a  model  of  its  class.  He  married  on  May  8,  1855,  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Runyan.  They  had  one  daughter.  Alma  Adell,  born  May  1,  1856, 
who  died  November  9,  1893. 

Curtiss,  Henry,  Concord,  p.  o,  Springville,  was  born  in  Williamson,  Wayne 
county,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1884,  and  is  a  son  of  Hayden  W.  Curtiss,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  who  moved  to  Wayne  county  in  1816  with  his  parents  and  was  a 
farmer.  Hayden  W.  Curtiss  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  James  Seeley.  He  died  in 
1862.  Henry  Curtiss  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  learned 
telegraphing  and  railroading,  which  he  followed  for  fourteen  years.  In  1883  he 
came  to  Springville  as  agent  for  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  Railway.  In  1888  he  purchased  the 
hardware  business  of  J.  B.  Weber,  which  he  still  continues.    In  1880  he  married 
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Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Mathew  and  Mary  Fenster,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Pearl  T. 

Clark,  Lucius  L,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Ashford,  Cattaraugus 
county,  May  6,  1861,  and  in  1866  moved  with  his  father's  family  into  the  town  of 
Concord,  Erie  county,  near  the  village  of  Springville,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
His  father,  Frederick  A.  Clark,  was  a  native  of  Western,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Cat- 
taraugus county  in  1840,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  farming 
pursuits.  Lucius  L  Clark  was  educated  at  the  Griffith  Institute,  and  in  1884  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  W.  H.  Pingrey,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Ralph  L. 
and  Frederick  H.  Mr.  Clark  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  his  town  and 
served  as  supervisor  in  1895,  1896  and  1897. 

Taber,  Asa  R.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  July 
2,  1833.  His  father,  Asa  Tabor  (born  April  16,  1800,  and  still  living),  came  to  Erie 
county  in  1842  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Eden,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Lettice  Washburn.  Asa  R.  Taber  was  educated  in  Springville 
Academy,  and  acquiring  a  mercantile  experience,  in  1860  he  established  a  general 
store  in  Springville,  continuing  up  to  1883,  when  he  retired  from  mercantile  pursuits 
and  established  his  present  business  of  expert  accountant  and  bookkeeper.  In  1857 
he  married  Miss  Laurette  N.,  daughter  of  Camden  C.  Lake,  and  they  have  one 
adopted  daughter,  Anna  K.  Taber. 

Killom,  Luther  (deceased),  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  September  14,  1821. 
His  father,  George  Killom,  came  to  the  town  of  Concord  in  1816.  Luther  Killom 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  When  he  was  six  years  old  he  was  adopted 
into  the  family  of  Archibald  Griffith,  the  founder  of  the  Griffith  Institute,  who  left 
the  funds  in  Luther  Killom's  hands  to  endow  the  Griffith  Institute,  and  faithfully  he 
executed  his  trust.  Mr.  Killom  was  a  trustee  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  about 
twelve  years  and  president  for  six  years,  which  position  he  resigned  on  account  of 
failing  health.  In  1843  he  married  Lucy  T.,  daughter  of  Healy  Fiennan,  and  they 
had  two  children.    Mr.  Killom  died  m  1880,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Chesbro,  George,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Alden,  December  26, 
1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan  Chesbro,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Alden,.  settling  in  1820.  Nathan  Chesbro  was  married  to  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Charles  Yeomans.  -  George  Chesbro  was  educated  in  Alden  and  is  a  miller  by 
trade.  In  1868  he  went  to  Michigan,  returning  in  1869  and  went  to  Springbrook, 
thence  to  Olean.  He  then  came  to  Springville  and  rented  the  Erie  County  Mills. 
In  1892  he  erected  a  mill  on  Maine  street,  making  a  specialty  of  feed.  In  1877  he 
married  Ella  S.  Sisler,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Loren  and  Frank. 

Smith,  H.  Delancy,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  June  15,  1845,  and  is  a 
son  of  WilHam  Smith,  a  native  of  Castile,  Wyoming  county,  who  moved  to  Frank- 
lin ville  when  sixteen  years  old  and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He 
married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Betsy  Hodges.  H.  D.  Smith  was 
educated  at  Franklinville,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
conflng  to  Springville  in  1884,  and  in  connection  with  Ira  T.  Gleason,  purchased  the 
dry  good  store  of  Beebe  &  Myers.  His  brother,  Hon.  F.  D.  Smith,  purchased  the 
Gleason  interest  the  next  year,  and  in  1892  H.  D.  purchased  his  brother's  interest. 


200 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


and  is  at  present  proprietor  of  the  largest  dry  good  store  in  Springville.  By  his  first 
marriage  to  Loraine  Caldwell  of  Farmersville,  N.  Y.,  one  daughter  was  born, 
Tibbie  L.  Smith,  graduating  at  Ten  Broeck  Academy  of  Franklinville,  N.  Y,,  and 
Geneseo  Normal,  and  at  present  teaching  in  East  Aurora  (N.  Y.)  Academy.  He 
married  Ella  A.  Baker,  of  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1876,  by  whom  three  children  have 
been  born:  Dwight,  Stanley,  and  Wm.  E.  Mr.  Smith  takes  a  great  interest  in 
educational  and  religious  work. 

Vaughan,  Dr.  A.  L.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord, 
March  26,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  L.  C.  P.  Vaughan,  who  settled  in  Concord  in  1832. 
He  married  Achsah  Twiss,  whose  father  was  a  farmer  and  one  of  the  founders  of 
Springville  Academy.  He  died  in  1888.  In  1865  A.  L.  Vaughan  married  Emma, 
daughter  of  William  Smith,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Herbert,  Edward,  Achie  and  Calista.  Dr.  Vaughan  is  one  of  the  most  progressive 
men  in  the  profession  of  dentistry,  graduating  under  Dr.  Straight  of  Buffalo  in  1858. 
He  first  settled  in  Leroy.  In  1861  he  came  to  Springville,  where  he  has  been  in 
active  practice  for  thirty-seven  years. 

Spaulding,  Stephen  E.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  at  Ashford,  Catta- 
raugus county,  June  15,  1842.  His  father,  Hervey  Spaulding,  was  the  fifth  child  in 
a  family  of  ten  children,  and  lived  at  Fort  Ann,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  until 
the  fall  of  1824,  when  he  married  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Franklin  Haskins,  and  with 
his  parents,  Jeremiah  and^Ruth  Spaulding,  came  into  Cattaraugus  county.  He 
worked  at  the  wool  carding  and  cloth  dressing  business  in  several  of  the  towns  in 
Cattaraugus  and  Erie  counties,  finally  settling  in  Springville  in  the  year  1850.  His 
wife  died  in  1882,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He  died  in  1894  aged  ninety-one  years. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  five  boys  and  five  girls.  Stephen  E.  Spaulding, 
their  seventh  child,  was  educated  in  the  Springville  Academy  and  enlisted  August 
8,  1862,  in  Co.  F,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  as  a  musician,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
In  1867  he  established  a  photographer's  business  in  Springville,  in  which  he  still 
continues.  March  9,  1869,  he  married  Ellen  S.,  daughter  of  Ray  Green.  They 
have  two  children.  Elbert  R.,  born  October  17,  1870,  and  Eugene  G.,  born  Sep- 
tember, 1,  1878. 

Jones,  Avery  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  born  at  Remsen,  Oneida  county,  N. 
Y.,  January  28,  1848,  is  a  son  of  Ezekiel  Jones,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  town, 
being  a  descendant  of  early  settlers  of  the  county.  In  the  year  1846  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Deborah  Avery,  of  Lowville,  Lewis  county,  who  survives  him,  residing  with 
her  son,  Avery  D.  Capt.  Ezekiel  Jones,  for  several  years  deputy  sheriff  of  Oneida 
county,  in  1862  mustered  Co.  I,  146th  Regt.  N.  Y.  State  Volunteers,  for  service  in 
the  late  war,  and  while  in  camp  at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  awaiting  orders,  was  stricken  with 
typhoid  fever,  resulting  in  his  death  at  that  place.  Avery  D.,  the  eldest  of  six 
children,  was  educated  in  common  schools,  and  learned  the  tinner's  trade  at  an  early 
age.  During  the  spring  of  1866  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Springville,  this 
county,  subsequently  going  to  Chicago,  and  later  to  Minneapolis,  remaining  about 
one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Springville  where  he  engaged  in  the  hardware,  stove 
and  tin  business,  continuing  in  the  same  at  the  present  time,  his  store  numbering 
among  the  finest  hardwares  in  the  State  of  New  York.    In  1869  he  married  Laura 
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Lorain  Stanbro,  daughter  of  Amos  Stanbro,  deceased.  They  have  one  child  living, 
a  daughter,  Alsie  M.,  who  was  married  to  Claude  G.  Leland  in  September,  1896. 
Mr.  Jones  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Springville  Natural  Gas  Company,  and 
of  the  Farmers'  Bank,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  founders,  being  vice-president  at  the 
present  time.  He  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  village  at  different  times ;  was  master 
of  Springville  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  for  two  years,  and  high  priest  of  Springville  Chap- 
ter for  a  like  period ;  is  a  member  of  Hugh  De  Payens  Commandery,  Ismalia  Tem- 
ple; also  of  Buffalo  Consistory,  32d  degree. 

Spaulding,  Col.  Harlan  P.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  at  Otto,  Catta- 
raugus county,  N.  Y.,  August  9,  1839.  His  father,  Hervey  Spaulding,  was  born  in 
Middlebury,  Vt.,  January  20,  1804,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Fort  Ann,  Washing- 
ton county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  1824.  September  10,  1824,  he  married  Clar- 
rissa,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Catheren  Haskin.  In  November,  1824,  came  to 
Great  Valley,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1826  removed  to  Springville,  N. 
Y. ,  where  he  lived  until  1884 ;  he  lived  in  several  different  places  in  Western  New 
York  between  this  and  1850,  when  he  returned  to  Springville,  which  was  his  home 
until  his  death,  October  25.  1895.  His  wife,  Clarrissa,  died  at  Springville,  June  30, 
1882.  His  family  trace  their  descent  from  Edward  Spalding,  who  came  to  Virginia 
from  England  about  1619,  and  about  1633  removed  to  Massachusetts.  The  family 
find  several  coats  of  arms  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Continent.  Harlan  P.  Spauld- 
ing was  educated  in  Springville  Academy.  September  17,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
A,  44th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  as  a  private  and  served  with  this  regiment  until  October  10, 
1863,  when  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  Co.  E,  74th  Regiment  U.  S.  C.  T.  ;  was 
with  these  two  regiments  in  most  of  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  After 
the  war  closed  he  was  ordered  with  his  regiment  to  Texas  where  he  remained  in 
service  until  mustered  out,  November  16,  1866.  He  received  two  commissions — 
major  and  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet — for  meritorious  service  during  the  war. 
October  1,  1885,  he  married  Fanny  N.,  daughter  of  Chester  J.  and  Sarah  N.  Lowe. 
There  were  born  to  them  two  daughters,  Ruth,.  August  18,  1887,  and  Esther,  March 
18,  1889.    Esther  died  October  16,  1889,  and  his  wife  died  December  27,  1889. 

Caulkings,  Frank,  M.  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  born  in  Wales,  Erie  county, 
October  4,  1850,  was  a  son  of  Porter  B.  Caulkings,  who  was  a  contractor  and  builder, 
and  died  in  1854.  Mr.  Caulkings  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Col- 
lege of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Homeopathic  Col- 
lege and  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  College.  He  then  began  practice  at  Woodward's 
Hollow  and  spent  one  year  in  Dakota.  In  1895  he  came  to  Springville,  making  a 
specialty  of  electrical  treatment  of  diseases  of  women.  In  1893  he  married  Mrs. 
Serena  Taft  Goodell.  Mr.  Caulkings  is  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  his  pro- 
fession, whose  methods  are  being  recognized  by  the  medical  journals  of  the  United 
States. 

Chaffee,  Bertrand,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord, 
October  26,  1837.  His  father,  Joel  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Vt,  and 
came  to  Erie  county  in  1818  with  his  parents,  Charles  and  Polly  Chaffee,  and  set- 
tled on  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Chaffee  and  his  brother.  Joel  Chaffee 
was  married  to  Anna  Moulton,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Moulton,  at  Spencer,  Mass., 
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in  1832;  she  died  in  September,  1882,  and  Joel  Chaffee  died  March  14, 1883.  Bertrand 
Chaffee  was  educated  at  the  Springville  Academy.  Leaving  the  farm  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  spent  two  years  in  Cayuga  county  clerking;  in  1855  and  1856  he  was 
employed  by  the  Western  Transportation  Co.  and  American  Express  Co.  in  Buffalo 
as  clerk,  returning  to  the  farm  in  the  panic  of  1857.  In  1863  he  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Springville  and  carried  on  the  largest  hardware  store  in  Erie 
county  outside  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  twelve  years.  In  1871  he  bought  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  Springville  flouring  mills,  and  two  years  later  he  and  his  partner,  C.  J. 
Shuttleworth,  bought  the  East  Pike  mills  at  East  Pike,  W37oming  county,  the  firm 
being  Shuttleworth  &  Chaffee ;  after  two  years  the  firm  dissolved,  Mr.  Chaffee  re- 
taining the  Springville  mills  and  conducting  both  the  hardware  and  milling  business 
until  1875,  when  he  disposed  of  the  hardware  branch  and  has  since  carried  on  the 
milling  business,  converting  the  mill  from  the  old  stone  to  the  roller  process  and. 
keeping  up  with  all  modern  improvements  in  his  business.  Mr.  Chaffee  was  mar- 
ried in  1871  to  Jennie  B.  Richmond,  daughter  of  George  Richmond,  who  came  from 
Vermont  in  1813  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Sardinia,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
that  town  and  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1869.  Mrs.  Chaffee  now  owns  the 
farm  on  which  her  father  first  settled.  In  1878  Mr.  Chaffee  built  and  operated  the 
Springville  and  Sardinia  Railroad,  running  from  Springville  and  connecting  with 
the  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  Railroad  at  a  place  now  called  Chaffee, 
being  named  after  him.  He  was  president  and  general  manager  of  the  road  for 
eight  years,  the  enterprise  being  due  entirely  to  his  efforts.  Mr.  Chaffee  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  his  town  and  county.  He  served  on  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors in  1870-71,  and  represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature  in  1875-76.  He  is 
ever  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  and  his  town's  people,  Among 
other  business  interests  he  has  about  1,500  acres  of  land,  which  is  devoted  to  dairy- 
ing and  raising  Holstein  cattle  and  trotting  bred  horses.  He  imported  his  cattle 
from  North  Holland,  and  has  developed  several  fast  trotters  which  made  their  mark 
in  the  grand  circuit.  He  is  to-day  the  largest  milk  producer  in  Erie  county,  having 
about  250  cows  on  his  farms.  His  home  is  in  the  village  of  Springville,  where  he 
has  spent  most  of  his  business  life. 

Richmond,  George  A.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sar- 
dinia, Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1854.  His  father's  name  was  George  Richmond;  his 
mother's  name  was  Emily  J.  White.  His  grandfather,  George  Richmond,  came  from 
Vermont  in  1807,  his  family  following  in  1809.  He  settled  in  the  southwest  part  of 
the  town  of  Sardinia  and  commenced  keeping  tavern  and  clearing  up  his  farm.  In 
early  times  Richmond's  Log  Tavern  was  widely  known  and  was  a  great  place  for 
public  gatherings  of  various  kinds.  In  1827  George  Richmond,  the  second,  kept 
hotel  in  a  frame  building  near  by  and  was  extensively  and  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1869,  owning  1,000  acres  of  land.  George  A. 
Richmond  was  educated  in  the  Springville  Academy  and  Whitestown  Seminary. 
He  was  a  farmer,  but  in  1878  moved  to  Springville  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, and  for  a  time  manufactured  cigars.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Spring- 
ville under  Grover  Cleveland  in  1895,  which  position  he  now  (1897)  fills.  In  1874 
Mr.  Richmond  was  married  to  Cecelia  M.,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Martha  A. 
Wilgus  of  Whitestown,  N.  Y. 
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Clark,  Willis  G.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Wyandale. — Foster's  Historical  Collection,  pub- 
lished in  1817,  refers  to  an  indenture  dated  July  4,  1679,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  II,  whereby  Jacob  Clarke,  son  of  Abraham  Clarke,  of  Bristol, 
England,  tailor,  put  himself  apprentice  to  William  Harris  of  Pawtuxet  in  New  Eng- 
land, planter,  to  serve  ten  years  to  learn  the  calling  of  a  planter.  This  Jacob  Clark 
was  the  head  of  the  family  of  Clarks  of  which  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  of  the 
sixth  generation  in  this  country,  the  succession  being.  Abraham,  Jacob,  Abraham, 
Abraham.  Abraham,  Alanson,  Willis  G.  Abraham  Clark,  grandfather  of  the  last 
named,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gloucester,  Providence  county.  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  June  14,  1790,  was  married  to  Alice  Blackmar  of  Thompson,  Windham 
county,  Conn.,  February  18,  1816;  emigrated  to  the  Holland  Purchase  in  November, 
1818,  settling  on  Lot  14,  T.  7,  R.  8 ;  afterward  purchased  200  acres,  part  of  lot  12, 
same  town  and  range,  and  moved  thereon ;  his  wife  dying  July  2,  1852,  he  sold  his 
farm  to  two  of  his  sons,  Lyman  and  Alanson,  and  having  married  bought  fifty  acres 
adjoining  the  Concord  line,  where  he  resided  a  short  time  when  he  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  Evans  Center,  where  he  died  April  25,  1864.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  Alanson,  born  April  3,  1824,  and  Julia  C,  only  child  by  second 
marriage,  now  Mrs.  Galvin  of  Evans,  are  the  only  residents  of  this  county.  Alanson 
was  married  to  Florana  Palmerton  of  Collins,  February  26,  1854,  and  moved  from 
North  Collins  to  Concord  in  January,  1865.  Willis  Gaylord,  their  oldest  son,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  North  Collins,  November  10,  1854;  was  brought  up  on  the  home 
farm,  one  half  mile  east  of  Wyandale  post-office,  and  educated  in  the  common  and 
select  schools  in  the  vicinity,  afterward  attending  Oberlin  Commercial  College, 
Oberlin,  O.,  where  he  graduated  in  August,  1874;  he  has  had  a  wide  experience  as  a 
teacher,  teaching  his  first  term  at  eighteen  years  and  last  at  thirty-eight,  and  still 
holds,  at  forty-three  years  of  age,  a  valid  first  grade  certificate.  He  was  married 
Februarys,  1886,  to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Frederick  L.  Maltby  of  Eden;  they  have 
seven  children:  Frederick  Alanson,  born,  April  20,  1887;  Beulah  Sophia,  born 
November  19,  1888 ;  Walter  Roland,  born  December  5,  1890 ;  Irma  Florene.  Norma 
Irene,  twins,  born  October  3,  1892;  Wilma  Isabelle,  born  December  14,  1894;  Willis 
Gaylord,  jr.,  born  December  27,  1896.  Mr.  Clark  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  his  town,  serving  eight  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1893  and  1894  rep- 
resenting the  town  of  Concord  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  at  present  he  is  the 
supervisor-elect  of  the  town  for  the  years  1898-1899. 

Leland,  H.  G.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  N.  Y.,  August  18, 
1847.  His  father,  William  O.  Leland,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  that 
county,  and  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  banking  business,  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  development  of  his  town  and  county  interests.  He  married  Amanda, 
daughter  of  Capt.  William  Vmton,  and  are  the  parents  of  four  sons,  three  of  whom 
are  connected  w4th  the  First  National  Bank  of  Springville.  The  family  trace  their 
ancestors  from  Henry  Leland,  who  came  from  England  in  1652  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts. A  Leland  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Cattaraugus  county,  where  the  family 
have  been  among  the  leaders  since  1825.  H.  G.  Leland  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  in  Hinsdale  and  Buffalo,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began  his  life  work. 
He  entered  the  Cuba  National  Bank  in  1866,  in  connection  with  his  father  and  Gen. 
Calvin  T.  Chamberlain,  established  a  private  banking  house  at  Springville,  which  in 
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1883  was  merged  into  the  First  National  Bank.  In  1871  he  married  Bianca,  daugh- 
ter of  E,  S.  Pierce.  Mr.  Leland  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Erie 
county,  who  is  ever  ready  to  aid  and  advance  the  best  interests  of  his  town  and  its 
people. 

Ostrander,  Aaron,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  N. 
Y.,  June  1,  1830.  His  father,  Solomon  Ostrander,  and  family,  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Schenectady  county.  In  1847  Albert,  Jacob  and  Aaron  came  to  the 
town  of  Concord  and  purchased  a  farm,  making  a  specialty  of  dairying.  In  1865 
Mr.  Ostrander  married  Diantha  King. 

Smith,  Laban  W.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord, 
March  8,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Smith,  who  came  to  the  town  of  Concord 
with  his  parents  about  1810,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town.  In 
1828  he  built  one  of  the  first  grocery  stores  in  Springville.  He  died  in  1870  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Laban  W.  was  educated  at  Springville.  In  1862  he  was 
married  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Pingrey,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Cat- 
taraugus count}^;  she  was  born  March  31,  1841.  They  have  had  five  children:  Wal- 
lace L.,  born  June  17,  1865,  married,  August  29,  1888,  to  Jennie  E.  Prior  and  have 
two  children,  Edward  L.,  born  October  14,  1889,  and  Florence  L.,  born  November 
16,  1891;  Alice  H.,  born  March  10,  1868,  married,  June  27,  1888,  to  T.  T.  Clark  of 
Collins  and  have  three  children,  Albert  I.,  born  November  2,  1889,  Tracy  G.,  born 
June  21,  1891,  and  Hattie  E.,  born  August  16,  1893;  Albert  E.,  born  March  18,  1868, 
died  June  16,  1869;  Herbert  R.,  born  September  27,  1874,  married,  November  21, 
1894,  to  Mamie  E.  Evans;  Isidore  E.,  born  October  13,  1876. 

Brooks.  Mark  N.,  M.  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Colden,  June  18, 
1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Brooks,  who  was  a  native  of  Erie  county.  The  family 
came  from  Vermont  and  the  Hon.  John  Brooks  was  the  first  to  come  to  Erie  county, 
where  he  was  a  prominent  man.  Nathaniel  Brooks  married  Betsey,  daughter  of 
Amasa  Aldrich,  who  is  a  farmer.  Dr.  Brooks  was  educated  at  the  Griffith  Institute, 
graduating  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  in  1884,  and  in  the  same  year  estab- 
lished his  present  practice  in  Springville,  N.  Y.  In  1887  he  married  Anna  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  David  M.  Woodward;  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one  daughter. 
Homer  W.  and  Laura  M.  Dr.  Brooks  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  So- 
sciety  and  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Pension  Examining  Board. 

Foote  Family,  The,  1897,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville. — Harry  Foote  is  of  New  Eng- 
land parentage,  his  ancestors  having  been  among  the  first  settlers  in  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts,  arriving  there  in  1639.  Born  in  Cattaraugus  county  A.  D.  1832, 
March  22,  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  those  times,  attending  district  school 
in  winter  and  working  on  the  farm  in  summer,  implies  but  a  limited  knowledge  of 
the  curriculum  of  that  day;  alternating  teaching  with  farming  and  mechanical  pur- 
suits for  a  few  years,  but  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  made  farming  the  primary 
avocation  of  life;  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  fifty- 
three  years,  or  from  March,  1839,  to  October  7,  1892,  when  he  moved  to  Springville, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  now  resides  a  retired  farmer.  February  11,  1864,  he  married 
Jennie  Rollo  Calkins,  born  August  23,  1838,  daughter  of  William  Calkins.  His 
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father,  Ransford  Thomas  Foote,  was  a  native  of  Watertown,  Litchfield  county, 
Conn,,  where  he  was  born  January  6,  1806.  He  was  a  man  of  marked  integrity  and 
always  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  his  fellow  man.  The  vicissitudes  of 
pioneer  life  were  manfully  met  and  by  indefatigable  perseverance  he  ultimately 
hewed  out  a  comfortable  home  amidst  the  primeval  wilderness  of  the  Holland 
Land  Purchase.  His  wife,  Susan  Atwood  Foote,  was  born  in  Woodbury,  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  December  2,  1805;  they  were  married  November  16,  1828,  in  Con- 
necticut, moved  to  Unadilla  in  1829  where  they  remained  one  year,  and  then  came 
to  Otto,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  three  score  and  seven  years  ago,  where 
they  lived  for  six  years,  and  then  moved  to  Colden,  Erie  county,  engaging  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  manufacturing  business  for  three  years,  and  in  March,  1839,  moved  to 
Concord,  Erie  county,  when  thirty-three  years  old,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the 
old  homestead  until  his  decease,  April  6,  1891,  aged  eighty-five  years  and  three 
months,  having  lived  on  the  same  farm  fifty-two  years  continuously.  The  wayfarer 
always  met  with  the  hospitable  hand  of  welcome  at  their  humble  home.  Susan 
Atwood  Foote  died  September  12,  1890,  aged  eighty-four  years,  nine  months  and  ten 
days.  Their  married  life  embraced  a  period  of  nearly  sixcy-two  years.  The  memo- 
ries of  a  pleasant  life  on  the  farm  associated  with  father  and  mother  come  back  with 
responsive  emotions.  The  same  silver  streams  go  purling  on  their  course — the 
ripples  will  ripple  on  just  as  happy — the  sunshine  will  kiss  the  hills  and  valleys  just 
as  warmly  and  lovingly — the  herds  of  cattle  will  be  ruminating  on  the  green  pas- 
tures just  as  meekly  and  quietly,  but  other  eyes  will  be  looking  on  them — other 
hearts  will  throb  and  burn  with  hopes,  ambitions,  loves,  joys  and  sorrows  as  of  old. 
The  grateful  sunbeams  kissing  landscapes  are  mementoes  of  a  happy  life  on  the  old 
farm.  Wishing  to  perpetuate  some  of  the  more  impressive  incidents  of  pioneer  life 
of  the  Foote  family,  I  herewith  transcribe  the  following  reminiscences  as  dictated 
by  Susan  Foote  to  a  local  historian  and  biographical  writer  (Erasmus  Briggs),  who 
compiled  an  elaborate  town  history  of  Concord  in  1883.  The  following  from  the 
pages  of  Briggs's  history  will  strikingly  serve  to  illustrate  the  marked  difference  in 
the  methods,  manner  of  life,  economy  and  persistent  push  of  the  times  and  people 
of  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago:  "  It  took  us  four  days  to  go  from  Buffalo  to  Otto, 
Cattaraugus  county;  the  first  winter  we  lived  in  a  log  house  with  another  family 
named  Butterfield;  the  house  was  18  by  20  feet,  the  floor  was  split  out  of  basswood 
logs,  and  there  was  but  one  six-lighted  window.  The  sash  were  small  slats  nailed 
together  and  paper  was  pasted  over  the  sash,  then  greased  and  used  as  a  substitute 
for  glass,  and  in  the  center  there  was  a  small  piece  of  glass,  as  large  as  the  palm  of 
one's  hand,  fitted  so  that  we  could  look  out.  The  chimney  had  a  stone  back  up  a 
few  feet,  but  no  jambs;  the  top  was  finished  out  with  sticks.  Some  time  during  the 
first  winter,  about  ten  o'clock  one  night,  I  was  up  at  work  hatcheling  flax,  all  the 
others  in  the  house  having  gone  to  bed,  when  I  heard  my  geese  squall  fearfully 
outside,  near  the  house.  I  went  out  and  saw  a  large  animal  near  the  geese.  I  tried 
to  scare  him,  but  he  stood  there  some  time,  and  when  he  turned  up  his  head  to  look 
at  me,  his  eyes  shown  like  two  balls  of  fire ;  he  finally  went  away.  I  told  Mr.  Butter- 
field  what  I  had  seen,  and  he  went  out  and  examined  the  tracks,  and  said  it  was  a 
catamount.  The  wolves  then  were  very  numerous.  I  have  often  listened  to  their 
bowlings  in  the  night,  and  they  very  often  killed  sheep  in  the  neighborhood  and  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants  generally  turned  out  at  different 
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times  to  hunt  and  destroy  them  out  of  town.  Deer  were  very  thick  then ;  I  have 
frequently  seen  them  in  the  fields  and  near  the  house.  One  morning  I  looked  out 
and  saw  five  fine  deer  feeding  beside  the  garden  fence.  The  second  year  after  we 
we  came  to  Otto  we  had  managed  to  get  two  cows,  and  I  made  butter  and  had  saved 
up  a  considerable  quantity.  I  wanted  some  groceries,  and  Mr.  Foote  took  his  oxen 
and  carried  me  and  some  of  the  neighboring  women  to  Lodi  (now  Gowanda)  ten 
miles  to  trade.  We  started  before  daylight  and  forded  the  Cattaraugus  Creek,  and 
when  we  arrived  at  Mr.  Plumb's  store  he  asked  us  what  we  wanted  to  get  for  our 
butter.  I  told  him  I  would  like  to  get  some  groceries;  he  said  he  could  not  sell 
groceries  for  butter,  but  would  let  me  have  shelf  goods;  he  said  he  was  then  paying 
six  cents  for  butter  (just  previous  he  had  paid  five  cents).  So  I  had  to  sell  my  butter 
for  shelf  goods  and  go  home  without  any  groceries.  Since  that  time  I  have  sold 
butter  for  fifty  cents  a  pound,  cash.  The  second  year  after  we  came  to  Otto  our  tax 
was  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  when  Mr.  Allen,  the  collector,  came  for  the  tax, 
Mr.  Foote  told  him  he  had  no  money  and  that  he  knew  of  no  way  to  get  any.  Mr. 
Allen  kindly  said  to  him  that  he  had  some  money  and  that  he  would  pay  the  tax, 
and  Mr.  Foote,  who  was  a  shoemaker,  might  come  over  to  his  house  and  make  up 
some  shoes  for  his  family,  which  he  did.  We  afterwards  in  the  time  and  during  the 
late  Civil  war  paid  |150  tax  per  year,  and  we  paid  the  tax  easier  than  we  could  raise 
that  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  in  money  at  that  time,  such  being  the  scarcity  and 
great  difficulty  in  getting  money.  The  first  farm  vehicle  we  had  for  winter  use  was 
an  ox-sled,  shaped  and  fashioned  from  the  crooked  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  for  summer 
use  we  had  a  cart  made  from  the  cross  section  of  the  trunk  of  a  large  tree.  Our  only 
way  of  carrying  on  trade  relations  with  the  commercial  center  [Buffalo]  was  by  the 
use  of  ox  teams,  and  the  time  necessary  to  make  the  round  trip  was  usually  eight  or 
ten  days;  now  the  steam  cars  make  the  same  trip  in  half  as  many  hours."  The 
wants  and  necessities  of  those  early  times  wrought  many  a  domestic  device  for  the 
relief  and  needs  of  the  early  settlers.  The  processes  than  in  vogue  for  converting 
the  cereals,  flax  and  wool  into  w^ebs  of  cloth  for  wearing  apparel,  were  primitive. 
The  flax  wheel  and  distaff,  the  hand  carding,  the  woolen  wheel  and  loom,  were 
indispensable  and  in  general  use.  The  mothers  of  blessed  memory  wrought  the 
warp  and  woof  with  tireless  energy.  The  deeds  of  the  mothers  should  be  hallow^ed 
in  memory  above  all  things  else,  and  may  God  bless  them !  for  most  of  them  have 
fulfilled  their  missions  and  the  wheels  have  ceased  their  turning,  their  inspiring 
music  has  ceased;  these  mementoes  are  now  scrupuously  preserved  and  cherished 
and  now  connect  the  present  with  the  past ;  they  are  souvenirs  of  a  past  epoch — now 
silent  reminders  of  the  log  cabin  and  hovel,  which  served  to  shelter  them  from  the 
biting  blasts  of  winter.  And  for  them  the  brittle  thread  of  life's  distaff  has  been 
broken ;  but  never  let  the  memory  of  them  depart,  in  the  glitter  and  glow  of  modern 
days ;  give  them  the  warmest  place  in  your  hearts  and  whenever  you  breathe  their 
names  let  it  be  in  the  holy  and  sacred  depths  of  affection. — Communicated. 

Woodward,  Ira  Carr,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  w^as  born  in  the  town  of  Con- 
cord, May  3,  1847.  His  father,  Ira  Woodward,  came  to  the  town  of  Concord  about 
the  year  1820,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  his  town,  settling  on  Horton  Hill.  He 
married  Anna  Carr,  November  8,  1817,  and  through  life  was  identified  as  a  farmer. 
Ira  C.  Woodward  was  educated  in  the  common  snhools  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
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went  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  business,  establishing  a  wholesale  upholstering  busi- 
ness in  1868.  In  1864  he  commenced  selling  goods  on  the  road  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  traveling  men  in  the  furniture  business,  representing  and  handling  the  out- 
put of  several  of  the  largest  furniture  manufacturers  in  the  United  States.  In  1887 
he  formed  a  copartnership  with  John  P.  Myers.  In  1889  Emory  A.  Drake  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  partner  and  the  house  with  its  branch  at  Buffalo,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Myers,  Woodward  &  Drake,  was  one  of  the  largest  cold  storage  and  commission 
houses  in  Western  New  York.  The  business  at  present  is  owned  by  Ira  C.  Wood- 
ward'and  conducted  at  Springville,  N.  Y.  In  1868  he  married  Viola  A.,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  T.  Briggs.  Mr.  Woodward  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
his  town,  serving  as  president  of  the  village  for  seven  years.  Natural  gas,  the 
Holly  system  of  water  works  and  electric  lights  were  added  during  his  adminis- 
tration. 

Weeden,  George  W.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  on  the  Weeden  home- 
stead, May  26,  1832.  His  father,  William  Weeden,  was  a  native  of  Rutland  county, 
town  of  Danby,  Vt  ,  and  came  to  Erie  county  in  1818.  He  married  Amy  Chafee 
for  his  first  wife,  and  Anna  Paine  for  his  second.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  died  in  1867.  George  W.  Weeden  was  educated  at'  Springville  Academy,  and 
in  1854  married  Cornelia  Stone  and  had  one  child,  Willis  L.  Weeden,  born  Novem- 
ber 22,  1855;  he  is  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College.  George  W.  Weeden  again  mar- 
ried, in  1863,  Jennie  L.  Eaton.'  Mr.  Weeden  still  resides  on  the  homestead  which 
has  been  in  the  family  for  sixty-seven  years,  and  he  has  served  as  assessor  nine 
years  and  as  a  trustee  of  his  village. 

Timm,  Frederick,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  April  10,  1848, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  locating  in 
the  town  of  West  Seneca.  He  married  twice;  first,  on  April  4,  1870,  to  Louise  Vogel 
of  Hamburg,  N,  Y.,  and  they  had  two  children :  William,  born  May  20,  1873,  and 
Louise,  born  May  11,  1875.  Mrs.  Timm  died  in  1883,  and  for  his  second  wife  he 
married  Nellie  Dougherty  of  Hamburg,  formerly  of  Canada,  September  16,  1887, 
and  they  had  four  children:  Franklin  L. ,  born  June  4,  1888;  Charles  L. ,  born  De- 
cember 21,  1889;  Frederick  J.,  born  October  16,  1892;  and  Charlotte  Clare,  born 
January  3,  1896.  Mr.  Timm's  father,  Frederick,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Ger- 
many, March  29,  1823.  He  married  Louisa  Ghents  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had 
one  son,  Frederick,  as  above.  They  came  to  America  in  1865,  and  he  died  January 
9,  1893;  his  widow  survives  him  at  this  date  (1896). 

Kelleher,  W.  A.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Canada,  June  29,  1865.  He  was  edu- 
cated there  and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the  farm.  In  1880  he  came  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  woodwork  with  Henry  Brunn  of  Eagle 
Street,  Buffalo.  Finding  that  his  health  began  to  fail  in  1884,  he  entered  the  era- 
ploy  of  the  Erie  Railroad  as  brakeman ;  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  position  of 
conductor  and  continued  so  until  this  date  (1897).  April  6,  1891,  he  married  Ana- 
tasia  Whyte,  also  of  Canada,  who  died  March  5,  1897.  Mr.  Kelleher' s  father, 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Canada  about  1836;  he  married  Helen  Dunk,  also  of  Canada; 
they  had  four  children,  William  A.,  James,  Patrick  H.  and  Mary  A.  James  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  Central  House  in  Soo  Ste.  Marie,  Mich. ;  Patrick  H.  is  in  Roseland, 
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B.  C. ,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest  news  stands  in  British  Columbia ;  Mar)'  A. 
remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Emeigh,  Mrs.  Priscilla,  Hamburg. — Mrs.  Emeigh's  father,  Peris  Cobb,  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1790  and  came  to  the  town  of  Boston, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  when  sixteen  years  old  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  town.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  married  twice,  first  to 
Tirzah  Knapp,  and  they  had  ten  children.  Mrs.  Cobb  died  on  April  25,  1855,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  Martha  Le  Clair.  Mr.  Cobb  died  in  1870  and  his 
wife  in  1895. 

Eno,  Joseph  H.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Lmcolnshire,  England,  November  25,  1841, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  twelve  years  old,  locating  in  Hamburg, 
N.  Y.  He  worked  summers  and  attended  school  winters.  January  2,  1865,  he 
married  Emogene,  daughter  of  Stephen  Northup,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Alice  E.  Mr.  Eno  engaged  in  the  coal,  wood,  etc.,  business,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Charles  B. ,  under  the  firm  name  of  Eno  Bros. ,  which  continued  until  May, 
1889,  when  Joseph  P.  Drummer,  jr.,  bought  his  interest  and  the  firm  became  Eno  & 
Drummer,  which  has  continued  since  with  success.  Mr.  Eno  is  a  member  of  Fra- 
ternal Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &.  A.  M.,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion nine  years  and  president  of  the  board  three  years. 

Brodbeck,  Jacob,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
July  10,  1846,  and  came  to  America  the  following  year  with  his  parents,  locating  in 
the  town  of  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  always  resided  and  been 
one  of  Hamburg's  successful  farmers.  February  22,  1870,  he  married  Mary  Bayer 
of  this  town,  formerly  of  Germany,  and  they  had  five  children:  Jacob  (who  died  in 
infancy),  Jacob  C,  Daniel  W.,  John  F.  and  Annie  B.  Jacob  C.  married  Rosina 
Frank  of  the  town  of  Boston,  Mr.  Brodbeck's  father,  Jacob,  was  born  at  the  old 
home  in  Germany,  August  14,  1818.  He  married  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Weyblen,  and  they 
had  one  son,  Jacob  (as  above).  She  died  January  23,  1893,  and  he  April  22,  1895. 
Mrs.  Brodbeck's  parents,  Daniel  and  Appolonia  Bayer,  were  also  born  in  Wurtem- 
berg, Germany,  he  in  1818  and  she  in  1809. 

Kruse,  William  B.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  August  15,  1842,  and 
educated  in  their  schools.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1852,  locating  in 
the  town  of  Hamburg.  He  carried  on  farming  for  a  while,  but  he  is  now  proprietor 
of  the  Center  House  at  Hamburg.  June  1,  1868,  he  married  Sophronia  Koelmel.  and 
they  have  five  daughters,  Mary  M.,  Jennie  D. ,  Elizabeth  A.,  Blandina  M.  and  Ver- 
onica R.  His  oldest  daughter,  Mary  M. ,  married  John  Burns  of  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
February  18,  1892,  making  him  grandfather  of  her  three  sons,  William  H.,  Timothy 
F.  and  Robert  L.  Burns.  Mr.  Kruse  in  his  political  choice  is  a  staunch  Democrat. 
His  father,  John  B.  Kruse,  was  born  in  Germany,  March  8,  1810,  and  married  Diana 
Willing  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  five  children,  William  B.  (as  above),  Jane 
D.,  Christine,  Adeline  and  John.  Mr.  Kruse  died  March  4,  1879,  and  his  widow  sur- 
vives at  this  date,  1896. 

Drummer,  George  A.,  Hamburg. — His  father,  Joseph,  was  born  in  Dietzhof, 
Bavaria,  Germany,  October  22,  1827,  where  he  was  educated  and  came  to  America, 
locating  in  the  town  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  had  a  number  of  occupations. 
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May  16,  1855,  Johanna  E.  Fink  of  Hamburg,  formerly  of  Germany,  and  they  had  four 
children,  Charlotte,  Henry  G. ,  Johanna  and  Andrew  G.  Mrs.  Drummer  died  January 
30,  1864,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  m^arried  Adeline  Fink,  and  they  had  seven  children. 
Frances,  Joseph  P.,  George  A.  (as  above),  Josephine,  Matilda,  Louise  and  Emma. 
Mr.  Drummer  built  the  Drummer  House  at  the  station  in  1874,  which  he  has  con- 
ducted since  with  success.  Charlotte  married  George  Winter,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Joseph,  Charlotte  and  Charles;  Henry  G.  married  Ella  Link,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Ethel ;  Johanna  married  George  Beehler,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Jessie  and  Howard;  Andrew  G.  married  Georgia  Delaney,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Frances.  George  A.  is  confidential  clerk  in  the  Third  National  Bank 
of  Buffalo. 

Bensley,  George  A.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Dayton,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
November  28,  1863.  His  parents  moved  to  Little  Valley  when  he  was  five  years  old, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  also  at  Ten  Brook  Academy  and  at  the 
High  School  at  Kent,  Ohio.  He  has  been  stenographer  and  amanuensis  in  the 
Manufacturers'  &  Traders'  Bank  of  Buffalo  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  was  elected 
president  of  the  village  of  Hamburg  in  March,  1896.  July  24,  1886,  he  married 
Margaret  E.,  daughter  of  Morris  and  Margaret  Woodruff,  and  they  have  two  sons, 
Maurice  D.  and  Maynard  G.  Mr.  Bensley's  father,  Darius,  was  born  in  Ashford, 
N.  Y,,  in  1826  and  married  Hannah  Chase  of  his  native  county,  and  they  have  had 
three  sons. 

Stein,  Andrew,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
March  2,  1845,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  came  to  Hamburg,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1862,  where  he  conducted  a  meat  market  for  twenty-five  years  with  success. 
For  the  past  four  years  he  has  had  an  interest  in  the  Hamburg  Planing  Mill  Co.  and 
is  its  general  manager.  December  3,  1866,  he  married  Barbara  Hauck,  and  they  had 
five  children:  Joseph  M  ,  Edward  J.,  Louise  K.,  Emma  I.  and  Margaret.  Mr.  Stein's 
father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  when  nineteen  years  old, 
where  he  married  Susan  Lauer,  and  they  had  thirteen  children.  Andrew  Stein  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A,  R.,  F.  &  A.  M.  and  other  lodges.  He  has  represented  the 
town  as  supervisor  for  four  years. 

Kelly,  Fayette,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
June  5,  1850.  He  was  edcuated  in  the  public  schools  and  Aurora  Academy  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1872,  and  from  Hamilton  College  in  1876.  He  taught 
classics  in  Tarrytown  Institute  six  years  and  returned  to  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he. 
became  principal  of  Hamburg  Academy  one  year.  He  then  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  Buffalo  and  has  a  branch  office  in  Hamburg.  In  August,  1886,  he  married 
Katherine  B.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Judson  B.  Keyes.  Mr.  Kelly  is  a  member  of  Frater- 
nal Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  master  of  the  lodge  three  years;  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Titus,  Orvill,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Windom,  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg, 
N.  Y.,  July  4,  1841.  November  21,  1861,  he  married  Dorothy  L.  Vogel,  and  they 
had  seven  children:  Charles  P.,  Louisa  L.,  Lottie  H.,  Estella  C. ,  Hattie  M.,  Henry 
J.  and  Jessie  E.  Charles  P.  married  Carrie  Pelzer;  Louisa  L.  married  Edward 
Schaffer;  Estella  C.  married  John  Branmiller.    Mr.  Titus's  father,  John,  was  born 
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in  Brantford,  Canada,  in  the  year  1800,  and  came  to  New  York  State  and  married 
Emily  Peglow  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  They  had  four  children:  Perry,  Orvill  (as  above), 
Josephine  and  John.  Mrs.  Titus  died  February  28,  1848,  and  for  his  second  wife  he 
married  Mary  T.  Pool.  Mr.  Titus  died  April  26,  1881.  Mrs.  Orvill  Titus's  father, 
Charles  Vogel,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1821  and  came  to  America  with  his  wife  in 
1854.  He  married  Louisa  Yerntz  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Dorothy  L.  (as  above),  Louisa  and  Mary. 

Shipman,  Charles  D.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
November  8,  1837.  In  September,  1861,  he  enhsted  in  Co.  G,  146th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and 
on  account  of  wounds  and  injuries  received,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
hospital  at  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  the  following  year.  He  taught  school  eighteen 
terms  and  practiced  law  and  operated  in  real  estate  in  the  West  about  twelve  years. 
He  then  returned  to  this  State  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  energies  dealing 
in  real  estate.  He  has  married  twice ;  first,  on  December  25,  1866,  to  Mary  A.  Cad- 
well  of  Verona,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y. ;  they  had  a  son  and  daughter.  Mrs.  Shipman 
died  February  2,  1894,  and  in  August,  1894,  Mr.  Shipman  married  Sophia  J.  Chiten- 
den  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Shipman' s  father,  Ezra,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
in  1801,  and  came  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  with  his  parents  in  1816.  He  married  Harriet 
Vickery,  and  they  had  five  children.  Mr.  Shipman's  mother  died  February  5,  1882, 
and  his  father  on  February  16,  1882,  both  of  whom  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
Clinton,  N.  Y.,  aged  respectively  eighty-two  and  eighty-one  years. 

McCloskey,  Neil,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  October  31,  1859,  and 
came  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1863  where  he  obtained  his  education.  He  came  to  Buffalo 
in  1880  and  has  had  a  variety  of  occupations.  May  23,  1886,  he  married  Susan  E. 
Getman  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Ervin  and  James  B.  Mr.  McCloskey 
came  to  Hamburg  m  1890.  He  deals  in  damaged  grain  from  elevators  and  from  ship 
owners  of  the  lake;  he  is  also  an  architect  and  dealer  in  real  estate.  Mr.  McCloskey's 
father,  James,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1822  and  came  to  America  in  1842,  locating  in 
Philadelphia  and  afterwards  in  Delaware.  He  married  Margaret  O'Connor,  and 
they  had  four  children,  Catherine,  Mary,  Neil  (as  above),  and  Sarah.  He  died  Octo- 
ber 34,  1894,  and  his  wife  in  1869. 

Venner,  William  G.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  Devonshire,  England, 
March  6,  1853;  his  parents  came  to  Canada  in  1856,  and  he  came  to  America  when 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  attended  a  private  English  school,  and  later  learned  the 
tailor's  trade,  both  in  Canada  and  in  the  United  States.  He  has  invented  several 
useful  inventions  for  the  trade,  the  conformator,  which  is  used  in  fitting  garments, 
bemg  the  most  practical  and  is  covered  with  letters  of  patent.  He  came  to  Ham- 
burg, N.  Y.,  in  1874,  where  he  carries  on  a  business  in  custom  and  ready-made 
clothing  with  success.  His  wife  conducts  a  store  on  Main  street  of  millinery  and 
ladies'  furnishings.  He  also  has  a  tailormg  establishment  in  Buffalo,  which  his  son 
William  has  in  charge.  August  12,  1877,  he  married  Amanda  Stuart  of  Hamburg, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  children,  William  W.  and  Mary  L.  Mr.  Venner  is  a 
member  of  Fraternity  Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters.  His  father.  William  Venner,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  England.  He 
married  Johanna  Niphols,  formerly  of  Wales,  England,  and  they  had  five  children. 
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William  Venner,  sr.,  died  in  1858,  and  his  widow  survives  at  this  date  (1897).  Mr. 
Venner  has  one  brother,  George  W.  Venner,  living,  who  was  a  scout  in  the  Union 
army,  and  a  member  of  the  8th  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  was  taken  prisoner  four 
times,  escaping  every  time ;  he  was  also  with  the  detachment  that  captured  Jeffer- 
son Davis. 

Abbott,  Col.  George,  M.  D.,  Hamburg,  was  born  November  2,  1826,  at  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  of  New  England  parentage.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Orrin  Abbott,  was  a  Ver- 
monter,  the  son  and  grandson  of  Revolutioners,  the  latter  being  a  colonel  therein, 
and  were  descendants  of  the  Massachusetts  Abbotts.  Col.  George  Abbott's  mother 
was  Miss  Sarah  Maria  Lee  Abbott,  a  descendant  from  Thomas  Lee  of  Lyme, 
Conn.  In  his  'teens  he  attended  what  was  called  in  those  days  a  full  course  in  the 
Akron  High  School,  and  then  read  medicine  with  Dr.  George  W.  Burwill  of  Buf- 
falo. He  attended  two  full  courses  at  the  Geneva  Medical  School,  followed  by  a 
third  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  University,  where  he  graduated  in  1852.  He  imme- 
diately entered  the  Buffalo  Hospital  of  Sisters  of  Charity  as  interne  and  after  serv- 
ing there  for  several  months  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  at  White's  Corners  (now  Hamburg,  N.  Y.)  in  the  spring  of  1853,  where  he 
still  pursues  his  profession.  In  1856  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  6th  Regt., 
N.  G.  N.  Y.,  and  was  with  it  in  the  United  States  service  in  1863.  The  succeeding 
fall  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Horatio  Seymour  to  raise  a  regiment  in  his,  the  then 
Third  Assembly  district  of  Erie  county.  He  did  so,  and  was  complimented  by  the 
military  department  of  the  State  as  having  raised  the  same  in  less  time  than  any 
other  had  been  raised  in  the  State.  This  regiment  was  organized  on  the  18th  of 
January,  1864,  as  the  98th  Regt.,  N.  G.  N.  Y.,  and  in  August  following  was  called 
into  service  as  100-day  men  and  sent  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  to  relieve  old  veterans 
then  on  duty,  who  were  immediately  sent  to  the  front  for  active  fighting  service. 
With  his  regiment  he  was  contmued  in  the  service  134  days,  being  mustered  out 
December  22,  1864.  In  1868,  the  Legislature  having  reduced  the  military  forces  of 
the  State  from  75,000  to  25,000,  ordering  the  retention  in  the  service  of  only  city 
regiments,  the  98th  was  mustered  out  and  the  colonel  placed  on  the  reserved  list. 
On  his  return  from  Elmira  he  resumed  his  practice,  but  suffering  much  from  poor 
health  incident  to  injuries  received  in  the  service,  he  sought  relief  from  heavy 
practice  by  serving  two  terms  as  school  commissioner  in  the  Second  School  Com- 
missioner District  of  Erie  county.  He  was  naturally  a  great  lover  of  scientific  and 
scholarly  attainments  and  sought  early  to  improve  the  educational  facilities  of  his 
town,  and  the  Hamburg  Academy  is  largely  due  to  his  untiring  industry  and  en- 
ergy in  that  direction.  In  his  practice  he  met  with  superior  success  and  was  early 
honored  by  the  medical  fraternity  with  almost  continued  service  in  official  positions 
in  the  County  Medical  Society.  He  was  president  of  the  society  in  1867  and  soon 
thereafter  made  a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  there 
being  at  that  time  but  one  other  permanent  member  of  the  State  society  outside  of 
the  city  of  Buffalo  in  the  county  of  Erie.  He  has  enjoyed  honors  at  the  hands  of 
many  social,  scientific  and  secret  societies  and  was  for  some  time  president  of  the 
Erie  County  Pomona  Grange,  and  for  one  year  was  treasurer  of  the  New  York 
State  Grange.  He  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Sons  of  Temperance  in 
the  forties  and  served  in  all  their  chief  official  chairs.    He,  with  Job  Taylor,  were 
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the  first  members  to  be  initiated  and  raised  in  Zion  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  East 
Hamburg,  of  which  lodge  he  became  a  past  worshipful  master  and  still  retains  an 
active  working  interest  in  the  order.  He  was  brought  up  a  Methodist,  but  was  very- 
liberal  in  his  religious  views,  believing  there  were  truly  good  Christians  in  all 
creeds  and  churches,  and  constantly,  though  a  firm  advocate  of  strictly  religious  and 
moral  principles,  was  never  a  zealous  church  partisan.  In  1857  he  married  Miss 
Julia  C.  Church  of  Fort  Ann,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  a  graduate  of  the  Albany 
Normal  School,  and  a  very  superior  teacher,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  two  of 
whom,  George  B.  Abbott,  jr..  of  Salamanca,  N.  Y.,  and  Eliza  Maria  Abbott,  are 
living;  the  others  died  in  childhood. 

Fish,  Burton  M.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  that  town,  February  12,  1854.  He  received 
a  normal  school  education  and  began  his  mercantile  life  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  gen- 
eral store,  which  in  time  was  run  by  M.  Fish  &  Sons.  Milford,  their  father,  retired 
in  1885  and  the  business  was  carried  on  by  B.  M.  and  C.  T.  Fish;  in  1888  C.  T.  Fish 
withdrew  from  the  firm  and  Burton  M.  has  carried  on  the  business  since  then  with 
success.  August  31,  1875,  he  married  Carrie  E. ,  daughter  of  George  A.  Moore,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three  children:  Catherine  M.,  Laura  C.  and  Florence 
E.  Mr.  Fish's  grandfather,  Thomas,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1798  and  came  to  Buf- 
falo when.a  young  man,  when  it  was  a  hamlet,  and  taught  school  on  the  site  of  the 
Genesee  Hotel.  He  married  Louisa  Lathrop,  and  they  had  four  children,  Milford, 
Byron  J.,  Josephine  and  Janett.  Milford  Fish  married  Hannah  Colvin  in  1853,  and 
they  had  ten  children.  He  moved  to  Pasadena,  Cal.,  in  1886,  and  died  October 
7,  1895. 

Gressman,  Theodore  H.,  Hamburg,  was  born  near  Hamburg,  Germany,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1840,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  six  years  old,  locatmg  in 
Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  eleven  years  old.  October  16,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  E.,  10th  N.  Y. 
Cavalry,  participating  in  all  the  engagements  with  his  company  and  regiment.  Jan- 
uary 1,  1867,  he  married  Charlotte  Sly  of  Hamburg  and  they  have  three  children, 
Phylena,  Arthur  and  Warren  T.  Mr.  Gressman  has  conducted  a  general  store  on 
Main  street  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Union 
Veteran  Legion.    He  served  as  deputy  sheriff  under  John  B.  Webber  three  years. 

Heiser,  Godfrey,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  near  Frankfort,  Germany, 
December  24,  1831,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  child, 
locating  in  Buffalo,  where  they  lived  about  five  years ;  they  then  went  to  the  town  of 
Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  and  remained  five  years,  our  subject  being  educated  in 
both  places.  April  24,  1855,  Godfrey  Heiser  married  Anna  E.  Hinkler,  and  they  had 
six  children:  Mary  C,  Henry  J.,  Elizabeth  C,  William  J.,  Emma  H.  and  Godfrey 
E.  Mr.  Heiser's  father,  Henry,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Germany  in  1794;  he 
married  Mary  C.  Hahn  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eight  children. 

Newell,  John  C,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Lafayette,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y., 
August  5,  1885,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  Cazenovia  Seminary. 
He  spent  his  earlier  days  on  the  farm  and  in  May,  1879,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
N.  Y. ,  P.  &  C.  Railway  Company  as  telegraph  operator.  On  November  1, 1885,  he  came 
to  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  A.  &.  S.  W.  (now  the  Erie  Rail- 
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way)  as  station  agent,  which  position  he  holds  at  the  present  time,  1896.  October 
23,  1878,  he  married  Hattie  E.  Nichols  of  Oneida  county,  and  they  have  two  sons, 
T.  Seaton  and  Harry  I.  Mr.  Newell's  father,  Thomas,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in 
Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1824,  and  educated  there.  He  married  Saman- 
tha  Hall  of  Fabius,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  six  children:  Clara  L., 
Oliver  R.,  Orange  D..  John  C.  (as  above),  Lettie  S.  and  Alice  H.  He  died  in 
February,  1889,  and  his  widow  in  March,  1893.  Mr.  Newell  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  charter  member  and  one  of  the  promoters  of  Triumph  Lodge  No.  712 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Hamburg,  and  has  been  delegate  to  the  State  Grand  Lodge  on  two 
different  occasions. 

Strauss,  John  J.,  Hamburg,  was  born  m  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  1,  1840,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  that  city.  September  8,  1868,  he 
married  Theresa  J.  Buetlerof  Buffalo,  and  they  had  five  children:  Kate  R.,  Matthew 
J.,  Rose  L. ,  Edward  J.  and  Antoinette  J.  Mr.  Strauss's  father,  Matthew,  was  born 
in  Lucenberg,  Germany,  in  1803.  He  married  Anna  Krier  of  his  native  country,  and 
they  had  seven  children:  Matthew  A.,  John  J.  (as  above),  Peter,  Mary,  Nicholas  J., 
Joseph  and  Jennie.  They  came  to  America  about  1840  and  located  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  in  1861  and  his  wife  in  1888.  Mrs.  Strauss's  father,  Matthew  Buetler, 
was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt.  Germany,  in  1822.  He  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  ma';ried  Anna  M.  Hiemens  of  Buffalo.  They  had  eleven  children : 
Theresa  J.  (as  above),  Nicholas  J.,  Barbara,  Kate  B.,  Anna  M.,  Margaret  L.,  John 
J.,  Susan,  Rose  S.,  Emma  L.  and  Elizabeth.    He  died  in  1873  and  his  widow  in  1882. 

Washburn,  Zelia  E.,  Hamburg. — The  late  Orrm  S.  Washburn  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1828,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  day.  February  23,  1852,  he  married  Zelia  E.  White  of  Hamburg,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Clara  E.  and  Charles  H.  Mr.  Washburn  died  in  August,  1865, 
mourned  by  a  bereaved  wife  and  children.  Mrs,  Washburn's  father,  Lewis  T.  White, 
was  born  in  Hamburg,  January  8,  1811.  He  married  Arraina  Smith,  and  they  had 
two  children. 

White,  T.  Jefferson,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brant,  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.,  January  24,  1840,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  In  1860  he 
married  Mary  Baxter  of  Chicago  and  she  died  the  same  year.  August  14,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  A,  116th  N.  Y.,  Vols.,  and  was  wounded  twice,  first  at  the  siege  of 
Fort  Hudson  and  second  at  Opequan  Creek.  He  was  promoted  corporal  and  was 
honorably  discharged  June  9,  1865.  His  father,  Moses  White,  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  1812,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  this  State  and  county.  He  married  Louisa 
A.  Mosher,  and  they  had  nine  children.  Mr.  White  died  March  14,  1878,  and  his 
widow"  resides  with  her  son,  T.  Jefferson,  at  this  date  (1896). 

Baker,  Hon.  Amos  H.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  Erie  county,  in 
1838.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  Aurora  Academy.  He  taught 
school  four  winter  terms  and  then  took  a  course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial 
College  of  Buffalo  and  was  graduated  in  1864,  He  was  in  the  oil  regions  eight  years 
and  in  1872  purchased  a  home  in  Hamburg.  When  the  People's  Bank  was  organized 
in  1890  Mr,  Baker  was  elected  first  vice-president  of  the  bank,  and  in  1893  was  elected 
its  president.    He  was  member  of  assembly  from  Erie  county  in  1885  and  1886,  and 
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again  in  1889.  He  has  married  twice;  first,  in  1864,  to  Matilda  M.,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Kane.  Mrs.  Baker  died  in  March  of  the  following  year,  and  he  married,  in 
1872,  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Budroe.  Mr.  Baker's  father,  Erastus,  was  born  in  Vermont  in 
1789  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  married  twice ;  first,  to  Roxie 
Booth,  then  to  Marilla  Shepard  and  they  had  eight  children. 

Froehley,  Constantine,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Adelhausen  amt  Shophheim,  Gross- 
herzogthum,  Baden,  Germany.  March  22,  1830.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools 
and  came  to  America  in  May,  1850,  first  locating  in  Buffalo,  then  in  Gowanda  and 
other  places,  coming  to  Hamburg  in  1878,  where  he  is  conducting  a  first-class  furni- 
ture and  undertaking  business  with  great  success.  He  has  married  twice ;  first,  in 
1853  to  Elmira  Warner,  and  they  had  four  children,  Helen,  Emma,  William  and 
Anna.  Mrs.  Froehley  died  m  1863,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Alida  Ma- 
thews, and  they  had  three  children,  Charles,  Herbert  and  Annie. 

James,  Henry  A.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  N.  Y.,  January  1, 1859. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  his  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm.  He 
learned  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade  and  went  to  Buffalo  in  1881.  In  1882  he 
came  to  Hamburg  and  in  1885  began  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder  and  has  so 
continued  with  success.  September  18,  1884,  he  married  Sopha  C.  Thompson,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Gertie  B.  and  Clayton  A.  Mr.  Janes's  father,  Jacob,  was 
born  in  Germany,  November  3,  1831,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
four  years  old.  They  located  in  Eden,  where  he  was  educated  and  became  a  farmer. 
He  married  Magdalena  Schuster  of  that  town,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Henry 
A.  (as  above),  Carrie  L.,  Magdalena  (who  died  in  infancy),  Lizzie  C,  George  E., 
William  D.  and  Emma  F.  Mrs.  Janes's  father,  Jerome  Thompson,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, August  28,  1817.  He  came  to  this  State  when  a  young  man  and  married  Har- 
riet Coon  of  Black  Rock,  and  they  had  nine  children:  George  B.,  Orville  J.,  Andrew 
J.,  Ellen  A.,  William  T.,  Carrie  A.,  Sopha  C.  (as  above),  Charles  H.  and  Arthur  A. 
Mr.  Janes  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  of  Hamburg,  and  the 
ancestry  of  the  family  is  German  and  Yankee. 

Lake,  Leslie  W.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  that  town,  April  25,  1849.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  Griffith  Institute,  and  was  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  taught  school  several  years  and  has  been 
principal  of  Hamburg  and  Aurora  Academies,  also  the  School  of  Practice  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  He  was  school  commissioner  from  1888  until  1891.  In  1891  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  A.  C.  Eddy,  in  the  grocery  business,  which  continues  until  now. 
Mr.  Lake  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Mr.  Lake's  father,  Samuel,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  in 
1818.  He  married  Sylphina  Pierce  of  his  native  town  and  they  had  two  children, 
Leslie  W.  (as  above)  and  Hortense.    He  died  in  1858  and  his  wife  in  1866. 

Schoepflin,  John,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  3,  1858,  where 
he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College. 
After  graduating  he  learned  the  miller's  trade  and  conducted  business  in  Garden- 
ville  and  Gowanda  and  came  to  Hamburg  June  10,  1892,  where  he  purchased  the 
Hamburg  Roller  Process  Flouring  Mills,  which  he  has  conducted  since  with  success. 
August  25,  1880,  he  married  Julia  Sax  and  they  have  two  children,  Irma  M.  and 
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Paul  H.  Mr.  Schoepflin's  father,  John,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America 
in  1854,  where  he  married  his  wife,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  had  five 
children. 

Avery,  George  H..  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  November  22, 
1830.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools  and  came  to  America  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  locating  first  in  Buffalo  and  afterward  in  West  Seneca,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.  In  1858  he  married  Mary  C.  Morrison  of  West  Seneca  and  they  had  six 
children:  Kate  M.,  George  M.,  John  H.,  Robert  C,  Sarah  G.  and  Charles  W. 

Titus,  John  P.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  January 
5,  1840.  His  parents  came  to  the  town  of  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  when  he 
was  three  years  old  and  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  has  been  a 
lumberman,  merchant,  oil  producer  and  hotel  keeper.  In  the  year  1891  he  purchased 
the  Lake  Avenue  Hotel  at  Woodlawn  Beach,  at  Blasdell,  N.  Y.,  which  he  is  con- 
ducting with  increasing  success.  July  28,  1868,  he  married  Mary  A.  Byers,  formerly 
of  Scotland,  and  they  had  two  children,  William  and  Mary.  Mr.  Titus  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  Republican,  His  father,  Hiram  Titus,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  1808  and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  town  and  State  when  a  boy.  He 
married  Anna  Fenstermaker  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  they  had  four  children,  John 
F.  (as  above),  Oscar  and  Orrin  (twins),  and  Melvina.  Mr.  Titus  died  in  1881  and  his 
widow  in  1880.  Nathaniel  Titus,  grandfather  of  John  F.,  was  an  artillery  soldier  in 
Buffalo  in  the  war  of  1812  and  had  charge  of  a  gun  on  Niagara  Square. 

Burke,  Willis  A.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview,  was  born  in  Westminster,  Vt.,  March 
3,  1838.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  there,  and  came  to  the  town  of  Collins, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  where  he  has  been  a  farmer  and  produce 
dealer  until  he  retired  in  1892.  In  1891  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
position  he  still  holds.  February  14,  1859,  he  married  Cornelia  Pierce  of  the  town 
of  Collins,  and  they  had  four  children,  Ellis  W.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Adah  M., 
Cortland  O.  and  Emma  E.  Adah  M.  married  Theron  A.  Pierce  of  Greenfield,  Pa. ; 
Cortland  O.  married  Rose  Ibeck  of  the  town  of  Evans.  Mr,  Burke's  father,  Cort- 
land, was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Vermont,  January  10,  1810.  He  died  June 
2,  1887,  and  his  widow  March  8,  1889.  The  family  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the 
eighth  century,  as  De  Burgh,  Bourke,  Bourck  and  Burke,  and  were  represented  in 
the  Revolutionary,  Mexican  and  Civil  wars. 

Gould.  Royal  A.,  Hamburg,  was  born  on  the  Gould  homestead  near  Big  Tree, 
January  19,  1846,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  has  always  followed 
farming,  with  the  exception  of  five  years  in  the  milk  business  in  Buffalo.  Novem- 
ber 29,  1870,  he  married  Susan  M.  Pierce,  and  they  had  one  son,  Frank  A.  Mrs. 
Gould  died  June  8,  1874,  and  on  February  3,  1881,  he  married  Alice  M.  Sowle, 
and  they  had  four  children,  Susie  M,,  Clara  C,  Florence  S.  and  Levie.  Mr,  Gould's 
father.  Royal  V.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  April  27,  1809  and  came  to  New  York  State 
with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  day.  He,  too,  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Charlotte  Huff,  and  they  had 
five  children,  Phoebe,  Royal  A.,  Sarah  L.,  Alonzo  H.  and  Charlotte.  Mr,  Gould 
died  July  31,  1888.  His  wife  was  born  December  15,  1819,  and  died  July  17, 
1893, 
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Pierce,  Winslow  S.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Armor,  was  born  in  a  log  house  about  a 
mile  northwest  of  Abbott's  Corners  (now  Armor),  August  20,  1818.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  that  day,  and  on  account  of  ill  health  took  up  music  at  the 
age  of  twenty  one,  which  was  profitable  in  those  times;  he  also  farmed  at  his  old 
birthplace.  February  8,  1849,  he  married  Rozelia  S.  Titus  of  Hamburg,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Jerome  W.,  Perry  D.,  Evelyn  S.  and  Hiram  A,  Jerome  W.  mar- 
ried Mary  S.  Duel  of  East  Hamburg,  and  they  have  one  son,  Clarence  A. ;  Perry  D. 
married  Jennie  M.  Duel,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Everett  D.  and  Loren  B. ;  Evelyn 
S,  married  Frank  P.  Titus,  and  they  have  two  children,  H.  Arnold  and  Myrtle  R.  ; 
Hiram  A.  married  Ida  Kilgore  of  Illinois,  and  they  have  three  children,  Winslow 
H.,  Robert  K.  and  lone.  Mr.  Pierce's  four  children  were  all  musicians  and  were 
called  the  musical  family.  Mrs.  Pierce's  father,  Nathaniel  Titus,  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  in  1802.  He  married  twice;  first,  to  Sarah  E.  Bucklin,  formerly  of  Her- 
kimer county,  and  they  had  two  children,  Frances  J.  and  Rozelia,  as  above.  Mrs. 
Titus  died  August  2,  1833,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Sylvia  (Clark) 
Day,  and  they  had  two  children,  Sarah  E,  and  Charles  H.  Mr.  Titus  died  August' 
26,  1880,  and  his  widow  in  1888.  Mr.  Pierce's  grandfather,  Nathaniel,  was  born  in 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  in  1765,  and  married  Sarah  Brandow  of  Athens,  Greene  county, 
N.  Y.  He  was  a  soldier,  at  Buffalo,  in  the  war  of  1812  and  handled  the  last  ar- 
tillery piece  on  Niagara  Square  as  the  British  marched  up  Niagara  street ;  after 
firing  the  last  shot  he  took  to  the  bushes,  where  he  suddenly  came  upon  the  body 
of  his  neighbor,  Truman  Cairy  of  the  town  of  Boston,  who  had  just  been  killed 
and  scalped  by  the  Canadian  Indians,  who  were  paid  by  the  British  for  every 
American's  scalp  they  produced.  He  died  June  8,  1858.  Mr.  Pierce's  grandfather, 
Giles  Pierce,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  Bucklin  family  were 
represented  in  that  war.  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  staunch  Democrat.  The  ancestry  of  the 
the  Pierce  family  is  English  and  New  England. 

Stewart,  Mrs.  Marion,  Hamburg,  p.  o,  Lakeview. — The  late  Elliott  W.  Stewart 
was  born  in  Georgetown,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  July  14,  1817.  He  was  an  attorney 
at  law  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo  until  his  health  failed,  when  he  gave 
his  attention  to  experimental  farming  on  the  Lake  Road  in  the  town  of  Hamburg, 
and  became  an  agricultural  writer  of  scientific  research,  residing  on  their  home- 
stead from  1853.  November  12,  1845  he  married  Marion  Jameison  and  they  had 
five  children:  James  E.,  John  J.,  Marion  M.,  Alvan  and  Lillian  J.  Mr.  Stewart  was 
a  thorough  anti-slavery  man.  He  died  October  27,  1894.  Mrs.  Stewart's  father, 
John  Jameison,  was  born  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1781,  and  came  to  America  in 
1821,  locating  in  Amboy,  Oswego  county.    He  died  in  1849  and  his  wife  in  1845. 

Stuart,  Samuel  M.,  Hamburg,  was  born  at  Evans  Mills,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y., 
October  6,  1822.  His  parents  came  to  Rochester  when  he  was  two  years  old,  where 
he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  day,  and  Mrs.  Browning's  Academy.  He 
afterwards  became  a  woolen  manufacturer,  having  learned  the  trade  of  Oliver  Allen 
of  Mumfordville,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.  July  11,  1842,  he  married  Mary  L  Red- 
field  of  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.  They  have  four  children:  Samuel  W,, 
Rupell  R.,  Isabelle  M.  and  Sarah  V.  Mr.  Stuart  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge 
No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Hamburg.    In  politics  Mr.  Stuart  is  a  Republi- 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


217 


can  and  voted  the  first  Republican  ticket  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
party.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  married  Mary  Ann,  daughter 
of  Roger  Wolcott  of  Connecticut ;  they  had  eight  children.  Mr.  Stuart  was  elected 
president  of  Hamburg  village  in  1890,  serving  six  years,  was  re-elected  in  1897,  and 
being  a  careful  manager,  a  studious  and  enterprising  citizen,  he  has  won  the  com- 
mendation of  the  people  by  the  exhibition  of  good  judgment  and  wise  administrative 
capacity. 

Schamel,  Michael,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Big  Tree,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
August  3,  1854,  and  came  to  America  with  his  mother  when  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
locating  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg.  April  15,  1879,  he  married  Louise  Knab. 
Mr.  Schamel's  father,  John,  was  born  in  Alsace,  France  (now  Germany),  in  1826  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  seven  years  old.  He  married  Catherine 
Sauermilk,  and  they  had  six  children  of  whom  but  two  survive,  Mary  and  Louise 
(as  above),  Mr.  Knab  died  December  19,  1892.  Mrs.  Schamel  was  born  October  1,  1852. 

Wheeler,  Charles  A.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakevview,  was  born  in  Fitchburg,  Mass., 
February  14,  1861.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  and  took  a  mechanical 
course  in  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology  at  Hoboken,  N.  Y.  He  was  apprenticed 
as  a  tool  maker  with  the  Putnam  Tool  Company  and  has  followed  the  business  with 
some  of  the  best  firms  of  the  country.  He  was  assistant  superintendent  with  Edi- 
son's Phonograph  Company  three  years;  was  two  years  with  the  American  Grapho- 
phone  Company  as  experimenter  in  their  experimental  laboratory  at  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  was  associated  with  the  Columbia  Typewriter  Company  one  year;  also  with 
the  Western  Electric  Company  of  New  York  city  one  year,  and  with  the  Garwin  Ma- 
chine Company  of  New  York  city  one  year  as  foreman  of  the  tool  department.  He 
was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Union  Twist  Drill  Company  of  Boston,  Mass., 
nearly  three  years,  and  was  associated  with  the  Clark  Machine  Company  of  Turner's 
Falls,  Mass.,  as  superintendent  two  years,  and  as  traveling  salesman  for  two  years. 
In  March.  1895,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Queen  City  Bicycle  Company  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  was  foreman  of  the  tool  department  until  they  removed  to  their  new  fac- 
tory at  Idlewood  m  the  western  part  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  in  August  of  the  same 
year,  became  assistant  superintendent  and  foreman.  In  May,  1896,  he  was  promoted 
to  general  superintendent.  November  11,  1895,  he  married  Bessie  B.  Harell  of  Pat- 
erson,  N.  J.  He  is  a  member  of  Mechanics'  Lodge,  Turner's  Falls,  Mass.,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  in  political  choice  is  a  Republican. 

Stillwell,  Mrs.  Almira,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview. — The  late  Amos  F.  Stilwell  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1820,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  State  when  a  boy,  where 
he  learned  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade.  January  6,  1846,  he  married  Almira 
Amsdell,  and  they  had  two  daughters,  Ella  E.  and  Josephine  L.  Mr.  Stillwell  died 
January  16,  1864.  Mrs.  Stilwell's  father,  Abner  Amsdell,  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  in  1794.  July  4,  1818,  he  married  Nancy  Steward,  and  they  had  five  children: 
Dexter,  Almira,  Francis,  Arbella  and  Nelson.  Mr.  Amsdell  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  under  General  Porter,  in  Captain  Knott's  Company,  as  ensign.  He  died  in 
1891,  and  his  wife  in  1874. 

Bandley,  John  F.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  De- 
cember 25,  1862,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.    His  early  life  was  de- 
bb 
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voted  to  farming,  but  the  past  seven  years  he  has  been  a  hotel  keeper,  with  liv- 
ery attached,  at  Lakeview.  March  8,  1888,  he  married  Lillie  A.  Roeller,  of  his 
native  town,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Clayton  F.  and  Floyd  G.  Mr,  Bandley's 
father,  Frederick  L.,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  October  7,  1835,  and 
came  to  America  when  eighteen  year  old,  locating  in  the  town  of  Eden.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Pryer  and  they  had  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living  at  this 
date  (1897),  as  follows:  John  F.  (as  above),  Mary  A.,  Carrie  R,,  Frederick  F.,  William 
W.,  Louis  F.,  Hannah  R.,  Edward,  Albert  and  Charles. 

Cole,  George  B.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
October  4,  1849,  and  came  to  New  York  State  in  1875,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railway,  first  as  a  clerk  at  Angola.  He 
was  shortly  sent  to  Morehead,  Pa.,  and  soon  after  came  to  Lakeview,  where  he  has 
had  continuous  service  as  station  master.  In  1883  he  married  Etta  Parmenter  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Oliver.  Mr.  Cole  is  a  member  of  Fraternity 
Lodge  No.  635,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No.  188  Mr.  Cole's  father, 
Jonas,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Maryland  and  married  Martha  Neville.  They 
had  seven  children.    Mr.  Cole  died  in  1878  and  his  wife  in  1865. 

Schmahl,  Valentine,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Athol  Springs,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
February  24,  1847.  November  3,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  17th  U.  S.  Infantry, 
and  in  1863  was  appointed  chief  bugler  of  the  regiment;  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  November  3,  1864.  May  19,  1870,  he  married 
Margaret  Bingenhimer,  formerly  [ol  Germany,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Ellen 
M.  Mr.  Schmahl's  father,  Christopher,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1820;  he  was  married 
twice;  first  to  Eve  Erbes,  who  died  in  1850,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  his 
first  wife's  sister,  Louise.  Christopher  Schmahl  died  in  March,  1862,  and  his  widow 
survives  at  this  date  (1896). 

Thorn,  Perry  M.,  Hamburg,  was  born  at  Abbott's  Corners  (now  Armor),  Novem- 
ber 25,  1855.  He  resided  in  the  town  of  Eden  eight  years,  the  balance  of  his  life  in 
the  town  of  Hamburg.  N.  Y.  He  was  educated  in  Hamburg  Academy  and  in 
Bryant's  Business  College  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  He  studied  law  with  his  father,  Abram, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  m  June,  1880,  and  practiced  law  three  years.  He  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1877,  resigned  the  office  in  1883  and  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  bookkeeper  in  the  Bank  of  Hamburg.  When  the  People's  Bank  was  organ- 
ized in  1891  he  became  cashier  of  it,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  village  of  Hamburg  several  years  and  holds  the  office  of  village 
treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was 
elected  its  master  in  1895.  January  11,  1877,  he  married  Armida  N.  Potter  of  Ar- 
mor, N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Allie  Ray.  Mr.  Thorn's  father,  Abram, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  August  3,  1812,  where  he  was  a  lawyer  and  farmer. 
February  17,  1837,  he  married  Phila  M.  Pratt  of  the  town  of  Collins,  and  they  had 
four  living  children.  His  father  was  Joseph,  who  settled  in  East  Hamburg  in  1809 ; 
his  grandfather  was  Abram  and  his  great-grandfather  Webster  Thorn,  who  came 
from  England  at  an  early  day. 

Umpleby,  Charles  E.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  that  town,  January  9,  1862,  and 
was  educated  in  the  Hamburg  Academy.    June  21,  1888,  he  married  Mary  A.  Flint 
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of  Hamburg,  and  she  died  September  13,  1894.  He  married  again  in  January,  1896, 
Harriet  F.  Ames  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Umpleby  is  correspondent  for  several 
New  York  and  Buffalo  newspapers,  and  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  635,  F. 
&  A.  M.  His  father,  Emanuel  Umpleby,  was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  March  6, 
1824,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1844,  locating  in  Buffalo  for  a  short 
period,  when  they  moved  to  Ridge  Road,  in  the  town  of  Hamburg.  He  married 
Esther  Palmer,  and  they  had  one  son,  Charles  E.,  as  above.  Mrs.  Umpleby's 
father,  Joseph  R.  Ames,  was  born  in  Norway,  Me.,  in  1819,  and  married  Harriet  F. 
Boutell;  they  had  two  daughters,  Josephine  and  Harriet  F.,  as  above.  The  Ames 
family  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Zittel,  Mrs.  Louis,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Buffalo. — Louis  Zittel  was  born  of  German 
parents  at  Johnsonsburg,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1853.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  was  by  occupation  a  machinist.  February  20,  1889,  he 
married  Helen  A.  Baltzer  of  Blasdell,  town  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have  had  two 
children:  Henrietta  L.,  born  February  6,  1891,  died  in  infancy,  and  PhiHp  W.,  who 
who  was  born  February  9,  1895.  Mrs.  Zittel's  sister,  Henrietta  C,  married  Herman 
von  Gehren  of  New  York  city ;  they  have  one  son,  Edmund  C.  They  go  to  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  his  former  home,  to  reside  this  year  (1897),  Mr.  Zittel  in  his 
political  choice  is  a  Republican.    They  belong  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

Conover,  Daniel  S.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Athol  Springs,  was  born  in  Johnstown,  Fulton 
county,  N.  Y.,  March  22,  1834.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Rochester  in  1839  and 
to  Buffalo  in  1848.  March  9,  1854,  he  married  Catherine  McCauley  of  Montreal, 
Can.,  and  they  had  five  children:  Roland  J.,  Hiram  J.,  Daniel  S.,  jr.,  Elizabeth  and 
Catherine.  Mr.  Conover  enhsted  April  10,  1861,  in  Co.  E,  21st  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  May  18,  1863.  On  December  22,  1863,  he  re-enlisted  in  Co.  D, 
24th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Cavalry,  being  discharged  July  19,  1865,  and  in  August,  1895  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  superintendent  of  Lake  Side  Cemetery.  He  is  a  member  of 
Richardson  Post  No.  254,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  N.  Y.,  and  a  member  of  the  Union  Vet- 
eran Legion  No.  97. 

Buchwald,  Charles,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March 
21,  1852.  His  parents  moved  to  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  the  same  year,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools.  He  was  a  section  foreman  in  the  employ  of  the  L,  S.  & 
M.  S.  Railroad  for  twenty-six  years,  and  one  year  (1883)  on  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  St.  L. 
Railway  as  roadmaster.  He  resigned  his  position  as  section  foreman  and  went  to 
farming.  February  15,  1876,  he  married  Sarah  S.  Leser;  they  have  six  children: 
Herman  C,  Julia  A.,  Sarah  C,  Robert  W.,  George  L.  and  Edward  J.  Mr.  Buch- 
wald's  father,  Robert  H.,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  December  15,  1829,  and 
came  to  America  in  1850,  locating  in  Buffalo,  and  afterwards  moved  to  Hamburg, 
where  he  cleared  up  land  and  began  farming;  he  married  Dorothy  Adams,  and  they 
had  three  sons:  Charles,  Herman  R.  and  Elmer  E.  Mrs.  Buchwald's  father,  John 
Leser,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  February  12,  1827,  and  came  to  America  in 
1851,  locating  in  Evans,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  cleared  up  land  and  began  farming;  he 
married  Sarah  Lesser  of  Evans,  and  they  had  six  children:  Mary,  John,  Sarah,  JuHa, 
Joseph  and  Edward. 

Eckhardt,  Jacob,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , 
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April  10,  1845.  During  early  life  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and  this  was  his 
occupation  until  1869.  On  April  15  of  that  year  he  married  Catherine  Lamy,  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children,  of  whom  three,  Julia  C,  George  J.  and  Flora  L.,  still 
survive.  Mr.  Eckhardt  came  to  the  village  of  Hamburg  very  shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage and  embarked  in  a  grocery  and  saloon  business  near  the  site  where  his  present 
hotel  is  located.  In  1883  his  place  of  business  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  and  on 
the  year  following  the  present  brick  block  was  erected.  He  still  conducts  the  hotel 
under  his  own  name,  but  is  associated  in  the  grocery  business  with  George  E.  Feder- 
spiel.  Mr.  Eckhardt's  first  wife  died  November  7,  1888,  and  April  19,  1892,  he  mar- 
ried Louise  Hauck  of  Buffalo.  His  parents  were  Germans  and  came  to  this  country 
from  Alsace,  Germany,  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 

Kelderhouse,  Samuel,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Athens,  Greene  county, 
N.  Y.,  August  12,  1827,  and  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  when  four  years  old. 
After  receiving  his  education  he  engaged  with  his  brother  John,  as  dealers  in  wood, 
until  1876,  and  since  then  has  been  a  farmer  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  of  Ham- 
burg. October  27,  1859,  he  married  Caroline  Van  Volkenburg,  and  they  had  six 
children:  William  C,  John,  Samuel  H.,  Ida  M.,  George  Hawley  and  Ralph  E. 
William  C.  married  Addie  A.  Richards;  Herbert  S.  married  Edith  L.  Dascomb;  and 
George  H.  married  Nora  B.  Fox.    Mrs.  Kelderhouse  died  January  11,  1883. 

Pierce,  George  M.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  that  town  February  18,  1823,  where  he 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  for  many  years  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  He  has  for  several  years  resided  in  the  village  and  has  been  very  active 
in  the  promotion  of  its  best  interests.  He  is  president  of  the  Bank  of  Hamburg, 
also  president  of  the  Hamburg  Canning  Co.  and  of  the  Hamburg  Planing  Mill.  He 
is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Hamburg  Water  and  Electric  Light  Co.  December  30, 
1858,  he  married  Harriet  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  Dwight  of  Hartland,  Niagara 
county,  and  they  have  four  children:  S.  Louise,  Carrie  M.,  Daniel  C.  and  Bessie  E. 
Mr.  Pierce's  father,  Oliver,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  born  in  1791.  He 
married  Susan  Hammond,  formerly  of  Vermont,  and  they  had  seven  children. 

Kleis,  John,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  Germany,  May  9,  1832,  and 
came  to  America  in  1852,  locating  on  Eighteen-mile  Creek.  He  married  twice ;  first 
on  December  25,  1860,  to  Catherine  Storms,  who  bore  him  five  children:  Florence, 
Catherine,  Herbert,  Milford  and  Thomas.  Mrs.  Kleis  died  September  25,  1876. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Mary  McGee,  and  they  have  three  children:  John,  jr., 
Frank  and  William. 

Michael  Henry,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  March  19,  1838,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  twelve  years  old,  locating  in  Orchard  Park, 
East  Hamburg,  where  he  attended  school  and  received  an  English  education.  He 
has  had  several  occupations,  harness  maker,  merchant,  farmers'  supplies  and  real 
estate  operator.  January  15,  1856,  he  married  Charlotte  Moore,  and  they  have  four 
children:  Emma  F.,  Amanda  C,  Ella  B.  and  Clara  M.  Emma  F.  married  Henry 
E.  White,  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  a  daughter.  Vera  H.  ;  Amanda  C. 
resides  at  home;  Ella  B.  married  Charles  W.  Benjamin  of  Olean,  Cattaraugus 
county,  where  they  reside  and  have  two  children,  F.  Marie  and  C.  Howard;  Clara 
M.  married  Carlton  M.  Shaw  of  the  town  of  Eden  and  they  have  a  son,  Malin  M. 
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November  3,  1863,  Mr.  Michael  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  15th  Heavy  Artillery,  N.  Y.  Vols., 
and  was  honorably  discharged  July  23,  1865.  He  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge 
No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  N.  J.  Swift  Post  No.  440,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  of  New  York; 
also  a  member  of  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No.  88. 

Sly,  Isaac,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y. ,  December  28, 
1852.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
October  31,  1876,  he  married  Ellen  A.  Thompson  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Mabel  A.,  Millie  E.  and  Mertie  M.  Mr.  Sly  is  a  member  of  the  L  O.  F., 
No.  1,471.  His  father,  John  Sly,  was  born  in  Fulton  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1802.  In  1826 
he  married  Philma  Titus  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  nine  children.  He  died 
December  26,  1886,  and  his  wife  October  10,  1856. 

Van  Name,  John  W.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  N,  Y.,  August  20, 
1819.  His  parents  came  to  the  western  part  of  the  town  of  Hamburg  when  he  was 
six  months  old.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day,  and  was  a  farmer 
until  he  retired  in  1871,  when  he  came  to  the  village  of  Hamburg  to  reside.  Decem- 
ber 25,  1842,  he  married  Lodema  E.  Partridge,  of  Hume,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y. , 
and  they  had  nine  children  ;  all  are  dead  except  Alonzo  A.  and  Kate  L.  Mrs.  Van 
Name  died  June  13,  1895,  mourned  by  a  bereaved  husband  and  children.  Mr.  Van 
Name's  father,  Aaron,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  1791.  He 
moved  to  Herkimer  county  when  a  young  man  and  married  Margaret  Shawl;  they 
had  three  children.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  died  in  1867 ;  his  wife 
in  1841. 

Bastian,  Daniel  C,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , 
December  3,  1845.  He  has  been  a  farmer,  and  is  now  a  dealer  in  real  estate. 
December  10,  1885,  he  married  Rosavel  Willet  of  his  native  town,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Clarence  L.  and  Alburn  W.  Mr.  Bastian's  father,  Jacob,  was  born  in 
Alsace,  France  (now  Germany),  in  1821,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  he  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents,  locating  in  North  Boston ;  he  was  a  farmer  and 
preacher  in  the  German  Evangelical  church ;  he  married  Catharine  Youtz  of  the  town 
of  Boston,  and  they  had  nme  children,  two  died  in  infancy ;  the  others  are  as  follows: 
Harry,  Daniel  C.  (as  above),  Catharine,  Lydia  (who  died  in  1894),  Sarah,  Emma  and 
William  (died  in  1879).  Mr.  Bastian  died  September  30,  1896,  and  his  widow  sur- 
vives him  at  this  date.  Mrs.  Bastian's  father,  Christan  Willet,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1816.  He  married  Catharine  Lieb,  and  they  had 
thirteen  children. 

Cook,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview. — Mrs.  Cook's  father,  John  Barker, 
was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1822,  and  came  to  Rochester  when  a  young 
man.  He  was  engaged  as  roadmaster  for  the  N.  Y.  C.  Railroad  Co.,  from  Rochester 
to  Niagara  Falls,  until  his  last  sickness.  In  1846  he  married  Urania  Allison,  and  they 
had  one  daughter:  Mary  A.  (as  above).  Mr.  Barker  died  in  1879.  Mary  A.  Barker 
married  Fred  W.  Cook,  and  they  had  three  children:  Charles  S.,  W.  Lester  and 
Marion  S.  Mr.  Cook  was  killed  in  a  railway  accident  at  Angola,  in  1867,  and  his 
widow  survives  at  this  date. 

Cole,  Herman  B.,  M.  D.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  N. 
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Y. ,  September  6,  1872,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Hamburg  Academy  in  1890.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  was  graduated  May  5,  1896,  and  has  since  practiced  in  Hamburg  with  increasing 
success.  December  8,  1896,  he  married  Ellen  M.,  only  daughter  of  James  and  Mar- 
garet McCue,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Cole's  father,  Nelson  W.,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  East  Hamburg  in  1837,  where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  married  Josephine  V. 
Blackmar,  and  they  had  two  children:  Effie  A.,  who  died  November  9,  1890,  and 
Herman  B.  (as  above).  Dr.  Cole  is  a  member  of  Triumph  Lodge  No.  713, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
also  of  Tent  No.  20,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  holds  the  office  of  tent  physician. 

Funke,  Henry  A.,  sr.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  Belsdorf,  Germany, 
December  24,  1846,  and  came  to  America  when  he  was  twenty-six  years  old,  locating 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  March  26,  1874,  he  married  Johanna 
Krone,  and  they  had  eleven  children:  Henry  A.,  jr.,  Ida  M.,  Annie,  Minnie,  Jennie, 
Rose,  Lillie,  Clara,  William,  Lizfzie  and  May.  Mr.  Funke's  father,  Christopher,  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1790,  and  died  in  1865. 

Glasser,  Conrad,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Water  Valley,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March 
3,  1844.  His  parents  moved  to  Eden  when  he  was  a  child,  where  he  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  August  28, 1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  K,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  June  8,  1865,  taking  part  in 
all  the  battles  with  his  company.  He  was  married  twice,  first  in  1867  to  Elizabeth 
Schweibert,  and  they  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  survive:  Alfred  C.  and  Ella 
E.  Mrs.  Glasser  died  in  1890,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Katherine  Phil- 
lippi  in  1892.  Mr.  Glasser  is  a  member  of  James  Ayers  Post  of  Angola,  N.  Y.,  No. 
202,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  New  York.  Mrs.  Glasser's  grandfather,  John  Phillippi,  was  a 
soldier  with  Napoleon  in  the  celebrated  retreat  from  Moscow. 

Hammond,  Walter  B. ,  Hamburg,  was  born  at  Water  Valley,  July  9,  1866.  His 
parents  moved  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He 
has  been  a  railway  man  several  years,  and  is  now  collector  and  bookkeeper  for  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railway  Company.  October  18,  1890,  he  married  Elizabeth  F.  Kim- 
ble, and  they  have  three  sons:  Courtney  K.,  Earl  W.  and  Ralph  S.  Mr.  Hammond 
is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
Business  Men's  Association.  His  father,  Joseph  K.  Hammond,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Eden,  Erie  county,  February  28,  1842.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and 
later  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railway  Company,  as  a  conductor.  He 
married  Helen  M.  Walter,  and  they  had  two  children:  Walter  B.  and  Maud  L.  Mrs. 
Hammond  died  January  15,  1893. 

Henn,  Frederick,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  October  10,  1843.  He 
was  educated  in  their  schools  until  his  tenth  year,  when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
parents,  locating  in  Buffalo.  August  18,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  116th  N.  Y. 
Vols.,  and  with  the  exception  of  sickness,  served  with  his  regiment  in  all  their 
battles.  He  was  married  twice,  first  in  1866  to  Annie  Getz  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  had  seven  children:  William  C,  Frederick,  jr.,  Annie,  Carry,  Frank,  Otto  and 
Louis  L. ;  Otto  and  Carry  are  dead.  Mrs.  Henn  died  in  1882,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hoyt.  Mr.  Henn  is  a  member  of  N.  J.  Swift  Post 
No.  440,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  New  York;  he  is  past  commander  and  is  now  its 
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chaplain.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Aaron  Chapter  No.  307,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Rose  Croix  Commandery  No.  38,  K.  T 

Paxson,  Dr.  Horace  A.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.,  January  29,  1838,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  studied  dentistry 
with  C.  W.  Morse,  M.  D.,  and  began  business  on  his  own  account  in  1865.  August 
28,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  July 
5,  1865.  August  31,  1865,  he  married  Mary  A.  Kester  of  his  native  town,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Gracia  A.,  who  is  a  student  in  Hamburg  Academy.  Dr.  Paxson 
has  practiced  his  profession  in  several  places  successfully  and  came  to  Hamburg, 
November  19,  1887.  He  is  a  member  of  the  N.  J.  Swift  Post  No.  440,  G.  A.  R.,  De- 
partment of  New  York.  His  father,  George  Paxson,  was  born  in  Bucks  county.  Pa., 
in  1799  and  came  to  this  State  when  fifteen  years  old,  locating  in  the  town  of  Eden. 
He  married  Abigail  Brooks,  and  they  had  eleven  children. 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Caroline  B.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Big  Tree. — The  late  Nathan  P.  Bris- 
tol, father  of  Mrs.  Robinson,  was  born  in  Bennington,  Vt  ,  April  22,  1783,  and  went 
to  Grand  Isle,  Vt.,  with  his  parents  when  a  child,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  day.  In  1807  he  married  Rachael  Cummins  of  Champlain,  N.  Y., 
and  they  had  eleven  children:  Annie,  Adoniram  E.,  Eliza,  Harriet,  Adoris  P.,  Julia 
E.,  Sarah  M. ,  Adeline,  Rachael,  Caroline  and  Rena  vS.  Four  of  them  are  dead. 
Sarah  M.  married  Manly  Cole,  Rachael  married  Franklin  B.  Smith,  Caroline  mar- 
ried Ellicott  B.  Robinson  of  Grand  Isle,  Vt.  He  was  a  soldier  in  Co.  I,  6th  Vermont 
Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  V.  R.  C.  at  Fortress  Monroe.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  died  in  1883.  Mr.  Bristol  and 
family  settled  on  the  homestead  at  Big  Tree  after  a  year's  residence  in  Canada  in 
1809.  Mr.  Bristol  died  November  4,  1867,  and  his  wife  February  3,  1861.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  1812-15. 

Salisbury,  Mrs.  C.  E.,  Hamburg. — Charles  W.  Salisbury  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y. ,  August  25,  1832,  and  was  educated  there  in  the  district  schools.  He 
was  a  clerk  in  a  general  store.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1855  and  was  bookkeeper 
for  C.  F.  Mills  &  Co.  August  15,  1858,  he  married  Cynthia  E.  Osborn  of  Hamburg, 
and  they  had  four  children:  Elmer  E.  (who  died  in  his  fifteenth  year),  Maurice  O. 
(married  Ella  E.  Gifford),  Warren  F.  (married  Elizabeth  B.  Odell),  and  Jennie  A. 
(married  H.  Arnold  Pierce),  a  practicing  physician  of  Hamburg.  Mrs.  Salisbury's 
father,  Maurice  Osborn,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  November  27,  1814.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  came  to  this  State  when  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old,  where  he  was  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  town  April  16,  1840,  he 
married  Laura  Hawkins,  of  Hamburg,  and  they  had  five  children. 

Kelderhouse,  Elizabeth  L,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Cloverbank. — Jeremiah  Kelderhouse 
was  born  in  Athens,  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  July  1,  1831,  and  came  to  Buffalo  with 
his  parents  when  he  was  a  year  old.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was 
a  dealer  in  wood  with  his  brother  John,  in  the  city,  until  he  came  to  Hamburg, 
N.  Y.  January  27,  1857,  he  married  Caroline  Snell,  and  they  had  five  children: 
Susan  H.,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth  I.,  Carrie  B.  and  Charles  L.  Susan  H.  married 
William  Berrick  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Rebecca  married  Andrew  W.  Dieffenback ;  Carrie 
B.  married  James  G.  Randall,  and  Elizabeth  is  a  school  teacher;  Susan  died  June 
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12,  1895.  Mr.  Kelderhouse's  father,  Jeremiah,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1794.  He  married  Rebecca  Hawley  of  his  native  county,  and  they  had  eight 
children:  Polly,  Thomas,  John,  James,  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Jennie  and  Annie.  Mr. 
Kelderhouse  died  in  1856  and  his  widow  November  5,  1882. 

Langbein,  Frederick,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview.  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Ger- 
many, November  22,  1866,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1869,  locating  in 
Hamburg-on-the-Lake.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  early  life 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
N.  Y.  C.  &  St.  L.  Railway  Co.,  and  has  been  section  foreman,  now  in  his  seventh 
year,  November  5,  1891,  he  married  Rachel  L.  Gehl  of  the  town  of  Evans.  They 
have  had  two  children,  Frederick  (who  died  in  infancy),  and  Joseph  J.,  who  was 
born  June  28,  1895.  Mr.  Langbem's  father,  Joseph,  was  born  in  the  old  home  in 
Germany,  March  22,  1829.  October  21,  1862,  he  married  Rachel  Heiser  of  his  native 
place,  and  they  had  two  children,  John  and  Frederick  (as  above).  Mrs.  Langbein's 
father,  Ernest  Gehl,  was  born  in  Germany,  February  1,  1838.  He  married  Fred- 
erica  Hoth  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  five  children:  Minnie,  Sophia,  Bertha, 
Charles  and  Rachel  L.  (as  above).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehl  came  to  America  in  1869, 
locating  in  the  town  of  Hamburg  and  are  both  living  at  this  date,  1897. 

Newton,  Mrs.  Phebe  J.,  Hamburg. — The  late  William  S.  Newton  was  born  in  the 
town  of  East  Hamburg  in  1833  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  Spring- 
ville  Academy.  In  1855  he  married  Phebe  J.  Deuel.  He  died  in  July,  1893.  Mrs. 
Newton's  father,  Isaac  Deuel,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county  in  1801.  He  married 
Sarah  Leggett  and  they  had  six  children. 

Potter,  Reuben,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Lakeview,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamburg,  N. 
Y.,  April  22,  1855.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  has  always  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  September  9,  1875,  he  married  Ida  Buxton,  and  they 
have  three  sons:  Herbert  V.,  Everett  H.  and  Roy  L.  Mr.  Potter's  father,  Reuben, 
was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  in  1809.  He  married  Cynthia  Simmons, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1813,  and  came  on  the  canal  to  Buffalo  in  1829.  They 
had  nine  children :  Mariett,  Mary,  Melissa,  Henriett  and  Martha,  are  dead  ;  Armina, 
Joseph,  William  and  Reuben  are  still  living.  Mr.  Potter,  sr.,  died  in  1871  and  his 
widow  in  1886.  Mrs.  Potter's  father,  Braley  K.  Buxton,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1818 
and  came  to  this  State  when  a  boy.  He  married  Harriet  E.  Phillips.  Mr.  Buxton 
died  in  1878  and  his  widow  in  1881. 

Pierce,  George  M.,  Hamburg,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
burg, N.  Y. ,  March  3,  1836.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  May  22,  1861,  he  married  S.  Jane  Hickox,  and  they  had  two  daugh- 
ters: Stella  T.  and  Mary  E.  Stella  T.  married  John  S.  Beaver  of  Pennsylvania; 
they  have  one  son,  Walter  E.  Mary  E.  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Pierce's  father,  John  W. 
W.  Hickox,  was  born  in  West  Bloomfield,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1800;  he  was  a 
cloth  dresser  by  occupation  and  afterwards  a  farmer.  In  1821  he  married  Tryphena 
Estee  of  Water  Valley,  and  they  had  four  children:  Horace  W.,  Mary  E.,  Gertrude 
and  S.  Jane  (as  above).  Mr.  Hickox  died  in  1863  and  his  widow  in  1884.  Mrs.  Pierce's 
grandfather,  Asa  Hickox,  was  the  first  white  settler  who  crossed  the  Genesee  River. 

Pierce,  Charles  M.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamburg, 
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January  5,  1842.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  his  early  life,  until 
1893,  was  spent  on  the  farm.  In  1893  he  purchased  the  Wood  Lawn  Heights  Hotel 
at  Wood  Lawn  Beach,  which  place  he  conducts  with  success,  as  the  increasing  crowds 
each  year  attest.  January  1,  1871,  he  married  Martha  '].  Smith  of  Hamburg,  and 
they  have  five  children:  Cromwell  C,  Maude  E.,  Addie  M.,  Grace  B.  and  Byron  E. 
Mr.  Pierce's  father,  J.  Arnold,  was  born  in  Vermont,  January  15,  1805.  He  came  to 
this  State  in  1827  and  married  Rachael  Morse,  formerly  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
they  had  nine  children.  Mr.  Pierce  died  March  30,  1885,  and  his  wife  November 
11,  1890. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Josephine,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — James  Johnson 
was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  April  1,  1841,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  when  a  boy ;  they  located  near  Orchard  Park,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  was  a 
hotel  keeper  in  Buffalo  and  East  Hamburg  for  many  years.  April  19,  1870,  he  mar- 
ried Josephine  Cook  of  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Johnson's 
father,  Peter  Cook,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  the  year  1803 ;  he  came  to  Buffalo 
when  nineteen  years  old.  In  1827  he  married  Lydia  White,  formerly  of  Rutland, 
Vt.,  and  they  had  nine  children :  Melinda,  Norman,  Adeline  Jerome,  Susan,  Wal- 
lace, Darius,  John  and  Josephine.  Mr.  Cook  died  in  1872  and  his  wife  in  her  fifty- 
ninth  year.  The  White  family  have  been  identified  with  the  early  settlement  of  the 
county  and  first  settled  in  the  county  in  the  town  of  Collins.  Mrs.  Johnson  s  mother 
taught  the  first  school  in  the  village  of  Gowanda  (then  Lodi). 

Kleindinst,  Mrs.  J.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — Mrs.  Kleindinst's  father, 
John  Schiffler,  was  born  in  Bier,  Germany.  June  7.  1827.  He  was  educated  in  their 
schools  and  came  to  the  United  States  August  29,  1848,  locating  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  farmer,  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  February,  1850,  he  married  Mary  Diller 
of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eight  children:  J.  Casper,  Katherine,  Barbara, 
John,  John  (2),  Mary,  Susan  and  John  (3).  Katherine,  John  (l)and  John  (2)  are  dead. 
J.  Casper  resides  in  Buffalo;  he  married  Katherine  Ruckdeshel  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  four  children,  John  C,  Ida,  William  and  Carrie.  John  C.  married  Carrie 
Lempky  of  Buffalo,  and  has  one  son,  Edgar.  Barbara  married  Jacob  Kleindinst  of 
Buffalo,  who  was  a  merchant  in  that  city,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Jacob  C.  W.  and 
George.  Mr.  Kleindinst  died  September  5,  1879.  Susan  married  Millard  Mearns  of 
Freedom,  Cattaraugus  county,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alta.  John  N.  married 
Lena  Kubli  of  West  Falls,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Schiffler' s  father,  John,  was  born  at  the  old 
home  in  Germany;  he  married  Marguretta  Schubner  of  his  native  place,  and  they 
had  nine  children.  He  died  in  1851  and  Mrs.  Schiffler  came  to  America  with  her  chil- 
dren in  1853.    She  died  in  1860. 

Corbin,  Sanford  A.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  April  22,  1865.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  March  22,  1896,  he  came  to  Orchard  Park, 
where  he  is  doing  all  kinds  of  horseshoeing.  June  13,  1886,  he  married  Sarah 
E.  Kellom,  and  they  have  three  children,  Carroll  G.,  Yolande  P.  and  Gladys  M. 
Mr.  Corbin's  father,  Martin,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1825,  and  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  locating  in  Prattham,  Erie  county,  where  he  was  also  a  black- 
cc 
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smith.  He  married  Cordelia  Freeman,  and  they  had  six  children :  Frank,  Amelia, 
Clayton,  Kittie,  Lovinus  and  Sanford  A.,  as  above.  He  died  March  11,  1897.  Mrs. 
Corbin's  father,  Alonzo  F.  Kellom,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  February  10, 
1836,  and  died  April  32,  1895.  He  married  Luna  S.  Paul,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren: Sarah  E.  (as  above).  Flora  B.,  Jay  A.,  Harvey  R.  and  Horace  F.  Luna  S. 
Kellom  died  February  28,  1895. 

Holm  wood,  Mrs.  Adelaide,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Henry 
Holmwood  was  born  in  England,  January  25,  1844,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
United  States  in  1850.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was  always  a 
farmer.  December  20,  1866,  he  married  Adelaide  Aldrich  of  the  town  of  Aurora, 
and  they  had  eight  children;  two  died  in  infancy,  the  others  are  as  follows:  Mason 
H.,  Elery  E.,  Charles  S.,  Welcome  K.,  Warren  (died  September  6,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen),  and  E.  Belle.  Henry  Holmwood  died  September  18,  1889.  Mason  H. 
married  Louisa,  daughter  of  Elias  Freeman,  June  3,  1896.  Mrs.  Holmwood's  father, 
Thomas  Aldrich,  was  born  in  North  Adams,  Mass.,  in  1793.  He  married  twice;  first, 
to  Miss  Daniels,  and  after  her  death  he  married  Mrs.  Almira  (Smith)  Morey,  and 
they  had  two  children.  Adelaide  and  Josephine.  Mr.  Aldrich  died  in  1869  and  his 
wife  in  1885. 

Oaks,  Mrs.  Josephine,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Norman  W. 
Oaks  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  January  5,  1834;  he  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  and  was  a  farmer.  April  4,  1875,  he  married  Josephine,  daugh- 
ter of  Addis  E.  and  Jane  M.  Smith,  and  they  had  five  children:  Helen  M.,  G.  How- 
ard, Jennie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years,  Loren  A.  and  Warren  D.  Mr.  Oaks 
died  May  3,  1884.  Mrs.  Oaks's  father,  Addis  E.  Smith,  was  born  on  the  Smith  home- 
stead, February  14,  1830;  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  always  followed 
farming.  January  1,  1851,  he  married  Jane  M.  Seaton  of  Otsego  county,  and  they 
had  three  children:  Josephine  (as  above),  Hattie  I.  and  Elizabeth  C.  Hattie  I. 
married  Samuel  F.  Oaks,  and  they  had  four  children,  Cora  J.,  Albert  S.,  Mabel  E. 
and  Walter.  Elizabeth  C.  married  Harrison  A.  Oaks  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Smith  died 
November  9,  1870,  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Beltz,  Adam,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Wast  Falls,  was  born  in  Germany,  October  4, 
1829.  He  was  educated  there  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  came  to  America 
in  1854,  locating  in  Buffalo,  and  soon  after  during  the  same  year,  in  the  town  of  East 
Hamburg.  In  1855  he  married  Mary  Klaes  of  East  Hamburg,  formerly  of  Germany, 
and  they  had  eight  children:  Henry,  died  at  the  age  of  forty;  George,  John,  Adolph, 
Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Wilhelmina  and  Frederick.  George  married  Anna  Hartwick 
of  Gardenville;  John  married  Louisa  Hartwick;  Adolph  married  Louisa  Burckhal- 
ter;  Katherine  married  Mr.  Burckhalter,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Emily  M. ; 
Wilhelmina  married  George  Dascomb  of  Athol  Springs,  now  of  West  Falls.  In  his 
political  choice  Mr.  Beltz  is  a  thorough  Republican. 

Townsend,  John,  jr..  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Oxfordshire, 
Eng.,  October  24,  1826,  where  he  was  educated.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Buffalo.  He  has  always  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  He  married  Mary  A.  Wright  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren, John  C,  Mary  Y.,  George  W.,  William  E.  and  Sarah  G.    John  C.  Townsend, 
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the  eldest  son,  has  been  for  the  past  ten  years  a  traveling  salesman,  September  6, 
1887,  he  married  Erika  E.,  only  daughter  of  Horace  and  Elmira  Buffum,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Myra  E.  George  W.  is  engaged  in  market  gardening.  He 
married  Jennie  L.,  only  daughter  of  Erastus  and  Emily  Buffum  of  East  Hamburg. 
They  have  three  children,  Elizabeth  E.,  Gertrude  B.  and  Elizabeth  M.  WilHam  E., 
the  same  as  the  other  two  sons,  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  on  the  farm,  and  after- 
wards was  engaged  as  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town,  and  is  at  present 
secretary  of  the  Husted  Milling  and  Elevator  Company.  The  entire  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  were  among  the  first  twelve  communicants  who 
organized  St.  Mark's  church  of  East  Hamburg. 

Farnsworth,  Arthur  T.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  June  24,  1864,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
March  14,  1888,  he  married  Cora  M.  Duncan  of  his  native  town.  Mr.  Farnsworth  in 
his  political  choice  is  a  thorough  Republican.  His  father,  Reuben  Farnsworth,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  August  24,  1831,  and  was  married  twice;  first  to  Sarah 
H.  Clapp,  Who  bore  him  three  children:  David,  Helen  and  Alice.  Mrs.  Farnsworth 
died  in  1860,  and  Mr.  Farnsworth  married  for  his  second  wife,  Sally  Merriam,  and 
they  had  five  children:  Frank  L.,  Arthur  T.,  Amelia  A.,  Laura  A.  (who  died  in  her 
third  year)  and  Cyrus  M.  Mr.  Farnsworth  died  January  24,  1896,  and  his  wife  May  1, 
1891.  Mrs.  Farnsworth's  father,  John  G.  Duncan,  was  born  in  Rochester,  Monroe 
county,  N.  Y.,  November  12,  1830;  he  married  Roxanna  Howard  of  Canada,  and 
they  had  eight  children;  Alida  L.,  Eva  R.,  Jennie  M.,  Cora  M.,  Samuel  J.,  Susan  L, 
John  G.,  jr.,  and  Charlotte  A.  Alida  L.  and  Susan  L  are  both  dead;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  are  both  living  at  this  date,  1897.  The  Farnsworths  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  the  township  of  Boston. 

Bachman,  John  D.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town  of  West 
Seneca,  N.  Y.,  September  3,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  is  by 
occupation  a  contractor  and  builder.  April  26,  1889,  he  married  Emma  S.  Busch, 
and  they  have  four  children:  Amy  L.,  Elsie  K.,  E.  Marie  and  Marjorie  I.  Mr.  Bach- 
man was  elected  collector  of  the  town  in  1895  and  re-elected  in  1896.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  Erie  Tent  No.  161.  K.  O.  T.  M.  His  father,  Rudolph  Bachman,  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  September  20,  1829.  He  came  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  locating  in  the  town  of  West  Seneca.  He  married  Marie  Boiler,  and  they  have 
seven  children,  of  whom  only  three  survive:  Anna,  John  D.  (as  above)  and  Caroline. 
Mrs.  Bachman' s  father,  Frederick  Busch,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  April 
2,  1820.  He  married  Elizabeth  Kinnie  and  came  to  America  in  1853.  Three  of  their 
children  were  born  in  Germany,  nine  all  told. 

Barber,  Mrs.  Rachel,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  ElHcott. — The  late  Roswell  F.  Barber 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y. ,  August  27,  1813.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  He  married 
twice;  first,  on  November  5,  1838,  to  Cyrena  Colvin,  and  they  had  four  children: 
Ury,  Philetus,  Horace  and  Rachel.  Mrs.  Barber  died  June  14,  1850,  and  in  June, 
1853,  Mr.  Barber  married  Rachel  S.  Colvin,  and  they  had  three  children:  Harrison 
E.,  Sanford  T.  and  Horace  H.,  who  died  in  his  fifth  year.  Mr.  Barber  died  Decem- 
ber 13,  1879.    Harrison  W.  married  Juilett  Hewett ;  Sanford  T.  married  Sarah  A. 
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Perkins,  and  they  have  four  children,  Clara  E.,  Ida  M.,  Elbert  S.  and  Ethel  S.  Mrs.' 
Barber's  father,  Isaac,  youngest  son  of  Amos  and  Mary  Colvin,  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  1800.  He  married  Clorana  Beardsley,  and  they  had  three  children:  Cyrena,  Ury 
and  Rachel  (as  above).  Mr.  Colvin  died  in  1829  and  his  widow  September  13,  1885. 
Jacob  and  Luther  Colvin  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Benning,  Bennett,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Ellicott,  was  born  in  Alton,  Holland, 
April  20,  1830,  and  was  educated  there.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1847  and  located  in  Buffalo,  N,  Y. ;  he  was  a  gardener  by  occupation  and  remained 
in  Buffalo  six  years,  coming  to  the  town  of  East  Hamburg  in  1854,  where  he  pur- 
chased his  present  homestead.  In  that  same  year  he  married  Margaret  Hottenmyer 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  four  children:  M.  Oliver,  Benjamin,  William  E.  and  D. 
Franklin.  M.  Oliver  (died  May  12,  1897)  married  Mary  Herbst,  and  they  have  six 
children,  George,  Ida,  Albert,  Eugene,  Lawrence  and  Esther.  Benjamin  married 
Lena  Saltzman,  and  they  have  five  children,  Clara,  Lydia,  Alice,  Frances  and  Ethel ; 
William  E.  married  Mary  R.  Beir,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Margaret;  D. 
Franklin  married  Hattie  M.  Field,  and  they  have  four  children,  William  S.,  Ruth 
M.,  Frank  B.  and  Frederick.  Benjamin  and  family,  William  E.  and  family  and 
the  widow  of  M.  Oliver  belong  to  the  Evangelical  church.  Bennett  Benning  has 
held  the  office  of  deacon,  class  leader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Coon,  Abram,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Armor,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  November  6,  1837.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
follows  farming.  September  2,  1860,  he  married  Louisa  E.  Getty,  and  they  had  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  dead;  those  living  are,  Willis  E.,  Maud  M.  and  Iva  M. 
Willis  E.  married  Elizabeth  Groth,  and  they  have  two  children,  Willis  A.  and  Eva 
M.  Mr.  Coon's  father,  Charles  Coon,  was  born  in  the  old  town  of  Hamburg,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1812.  He  married  Sylvia  Smith,  and  they  had  three  children:  Abram  (as 
above),  Mehssa  and  Sarah.  Mr.  Coon  died  in  1893  and  his  wife  in  1887.  Mrs. 
Coon's  father,  James  Getty,  was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  1803.  He  married  Mary 
Fosdick  of  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  six  children: 
George  W.,  Lavant  W.,  William  W.,  Louisa  L.  (as  above),  Mary  C.  and  Nathaniel  N. 
Mr.  Getty  died  in  1864  and  his  widow  in  1891. 

Hoag,  Mrs.  Frances,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Windom. — Theodore  Hoag  was  born  in 
the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  in  1830;  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  February  2,  1870,  he  married 
Frances  Albert.  Mr.  Hoag's  father,  Henry,  was  born  in  Washington  county  in  1800, 
and  came  to  Erie  county  with  his  parents  when  a  boy.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  day  and  was  a  farmer ;  he  married  Alvira  Spaulding,  and  they  had 
eight  children:  Theodore  (as  above),  Adelia,  Wellington  S.,  Harriet,  Adelaide, 
Angeline,  David  and  Jerome,  who  died  young.  Mr.  Hoag  died  in  1880  and  his  wife 
in  1857.  Mrs.  Hoag's  father,  Jerome  Albert,  was  born  in  Erie  county  in  1816.  He 
married  Eliza  Frances,  and  they  had  two  children,  Frances  and  Joseph ;  the  latter 
married  Gracia  Bruce,  and  they  had  five  children,  Minnie,  Eliza,  Alice,  Joseph,  jr., 
and  Nellie  (deceased).    Mr.  Albert  died  in  1850  and  his  widow  in  1869. 

Schofield,  William,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  November  6,  1832,  and  was  educated  in  their  schools.    He  was  a  painter 
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and  decorator  "by  occupation  and  is  now  a  farmer.  In  1853  he  married  Martha 
Blackburn  of  his  native  place,  and  in  February,  1853,  they  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  following  year  came  to  Erie  county.  They  had  ten  children:  Hen- 
rietta, George,  Mary,  Sarah,  Lillie  M. ,  Lucy  G.,  William  J.,  Verna  C,  Edward  and 
Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy.  Henrietta  married  William  Smith,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Nettie,  William  and  Mabel.  George  married  Emma  Mullen  of 
Genesee  county,  and  they  have  two  children,  Edith  and  Roy.  Mary  E.  married 
Otis  Clark,  and  they  have  two  children,  Gertrude  and  Howard.  Sarah  married 
George  Purdy,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Lillian  M.  William  J.  married  Jennie 
Merriman.  Verna  married  David  McMillan,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ethel  and 
William.  Edward  married  Mary  Hazelsweet  and  they  have  one  son,  Clarence.  In 
his  political  choice  Mr.  Schofield  is  a  thorough  Republican. 

Jones.  Miss  Amanda,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Ransom 
Jones,  sr.,  was  born  in  Stillwater,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  October  4,  1779;  he  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  early  day  and  was  a  lumberman  and  farmer 
by  occupation.  In  1807  he  married  Sally  Brady  and  came  to  East  Hamburg  in  1811 ; 
they  had  twelve  children:  Betsey,  William,  Mellissa,  Hiram,  Emma  C,  Amanda 
(who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years),  Sally,  Ransom,  Jane,  Mary,  Cordelia  and 
Amanda  2d.  Betsey  married  Peter  Cooper,  and  they  have  three  children,  William, 
James  and  Mary;  William  married  Mrs.  Lorinda  Allen;  Hiram  died  in  his  twenty- 
sixth  year;  Jane  married  Andrew  Drake,  and  they  had  two  children,  Helen  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen)  and  Frank;  Mary  died  young;  Cordelia  married  Alder- 
son  H.  Caswell;  Emma  C.  and  Amanda  are  the  farmers  at  home.  Mr.  Jones  died 
in  1859,  aged  eighty  years,  and  his  wife  on  April  25,  1839.  The  grandfather  of 
great-grandfather  Jones  came  to  the  United  States  from  Wales,  England,  conse- 
quently of  Welch  nationality. 

Smith,  Charles  I.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  on  the  Smith 
homestead,  February  14,  1828,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  has  al- 
ways followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  married  twice ;  first  in 
1855  to  Laura  A.  Heath,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Ellen  E.  Mrs.  Smith  died  in 
1865,  and  on  March  30,  1867,  Mr.  Smith  married  Hattie  H.  Sisler,  and  they  have 
four  children :  George  A.,  Harry  H.,  Albourn  E.  and  Daniel  W.  Ellen  E.  married 
William  Henshaw  of  the  town  of  Aurora,  and  they  have  one  son,  Everett  C.  ; 
George  A.  married  Emma  Foot  of  East  Hamburg,  and  they  have  one  son,  Russell 
F.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  one  of  the  assessors  of  the  town  for  twenty-four  years.  His 
father,  Dr.  Elisha  F.  Smith,  was  born  in  Rutland  county,  Vt,  in  1792,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Cayuga  county,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  studied  medicine  and  became  a  practicing  physician.  He  came  to  this  town  on 
horseback  with  only  $2.50  in  his  pocket,  which  was  the  amount  of  his  earthly  pos- 
sessions. In  1814  he  married  Mary  Husse  of  the  town  of  Collins,  and  they  had  a 
daughter,  Mary  J.  Mrs.  Smith  died  and  he  married  Elizabeth  Howland  of  Ontario 
county,  and  they  had  eleven  children:  Erasmus,  Erlon  G.,  Louisa  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years),  Charles  I.  (as  above),  Addis  E.,  Mortimer  F.,  Alcy  E.,  Maria  L., 
Helen  V.,  Harriet  I.  and  E.  Fitch.  Dr.  Smith  was  supervisor  of  the  town  for 
seventeen  years  and  served  two  terms  in  the  State  Legislature,  in  1837  and  again  in 
1844.    He  died  in  1867  and  his  widow  in  1876. 
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Knowlton,  Lucinda,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Hamburg. — The  late  William  Knowlton 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  in  1810.  He  was  sent  to  England  at  the  age  of 
seven,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man.  He  was  a  merchant  and 
sold  goods  from  his  traveling  wagon  with  great  success  for  many  years.  He  mar- 
ried Rhoba,  daughter  of  Zenas  Smith  of  the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  and  they  had 
three  children,  Lucinda,  Ellen  and  Henry.  Ellen  married  Burton  Prindle  of  Ham- 
burg, and  they  have  two  children,  Alice  and  Floyd;  Mr.  Prindle  is  a  railway  con- 
ductor. Henry  married  Delphine  Shoemaker  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Ruby  M.,  Leroy  B.,  Edna  M.  and  Mabel  E.  Mr.  Knowlton  died  September 
30,  1896,  mourned  by  a  bereaved  wife  and  children.  Mrs.  Knowlton's  father,  Zenas 
Smith,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1785.  He  married  Hannah  Allen  of  his  native 
place,  and  came  to  this  State  and  county.  They  had  eleven  children:  Sylvanus, 
Sarah,  Phoebe,  Armina,  Rhoba  (as  above),  Nathan  A.,  Zelia,  Hannah,  Joel,  Livonia 
Lucinda.    Mr.  Smith  died  June  26,  1861,  aad  his  wife  October  7,  1847. 

Graves,  Myron,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  on  the  homestead 
opposite  to  where  he  now  resides,  December  7,  1829.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  follows  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  September  10,  1861, 
he  married  Orrilla  R.  Thurber  of  the  town  of  Aurora,  and  they  had  four  daughters: 
Hattie  D.,  Rose  B.,  Mary  J.  and  Myra  I.  Rose  B.  and  Myra  1.  are  both  dead. 
Hattie  D.  married  Daniel  Starkweather,  and  they  have  three  children,  Sarah, 
George  and  Lucy.  Mary  J.  married  Michael  Schichtel  of  the  town  of  Lancaster, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Ralph,  Allen  and  Gertrude.  Mr.  Graves's  father, 
Stephen  R.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  June  29,  1805,  and  came  to  this  State  with  his 
father  when  seven  years  old.  He  married  Delana  Perry  of  his  native  State,  and 
they  had  seven  children:  Myron  (as  above),  Merritt,  Seth  P.,  A.  Minerva,  Curtis  L., 
William  H.  and  Charles.  Mr.  Graves  died  in  1882  and  his  wife  March  17,  1869. 
Myron  Graves's  grandfather,  Gideon  Graves,  was  born  in  Vermont,  April  17,  1776. 
He  married  Carolina  Scott  of  his  native  State.  Mrs.  Orrilla  Graves's  father,  Seth 
K.  Thurber,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1818.  and  came  to  this  State  when  a  young 
man.  He  married  Harriet  Darbee  of  the  town  of  Aurora,  and  they  had  six  chil- 
dren: Martha  M.,  Orrilla  R.  (as  above),  Elizabeth,  Seth  P.,  Charles  W.  and  Jede- 
diah  D.  Mr.  Thurber  was  killed  in  a  charge  on  Fort  Wagner  in  1863.  The  first 
known  of  the  Darbee  family,  three  young  married  couples  came  from  Vermont  in 
1816  and  located  in  the  town  of  Aurora. 

Brady,  Frank  B.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  m  the  town  of 
East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1831.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
has  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  February  3,  1867,  he  married 
Louisa  A.  Holmes  of  the  town  of  Aurora,  and  they  have  two  children,  John  R.  and 
Harriet  L.  John  R.  is  a  wholesale  salesman  of  coal  for  H.  K.  Wick  &  Co.,  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  He  married  Maud  Russell  of  the  town  of  Collins,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Riith  L.  Harriet  L.  married  George  A.  Torry,  of  Buffalo,  a  dry  goods 
salesman,  and  they  have  one  son,  Frank  B.  Mr.  Brady's  father,  John  R.,  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  N.  Y. ,  in  1802  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Erie  county  when 
fifteen  years  old.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
married  Rosina  Utley,  and  they  had  four  children :  Rensselaer,  Charles,  Frank  B. 
(as  above)  and  Laura.    Mrs.  Brady  died  in  1836,  and  Mr.  Brady  in  1863.  Frank 
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Brady  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  sixteen  years,  assessor  one  year  and  associate 
judge  of  the  county  two  years.    In  his  political  choice  he  is  a  thorough  Republican. 

Ehlers,  John,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  18, 
1849,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1866,  locating  in  the  town  of 
East  Hamburg.  November  25,  1867,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  L,  1st  Artillery,  U.  S.  A., 
was  appointed  corporal  and  afterwards  promoted  to  duty  sergeant,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  November  25,  1870;  he  returned  to  East  Hamburg,  and  September 
18,  1871,  married  Maria  Kuehl,  formerly  of  his  native  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ehlers 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children:  John  C,  William  PI.  (married  Louise  Kophinst), 
Henry  C,  Charles  L.,  Ludwig  F.,  August  H.,  Edward  C,  Minnie  C,  Frederick  J., 
Maria  S.,  Dora  M.  (who  died  in  her  fourth  year)  and  Louise  W.  Mr.  Ehlers's  father, 
Charles  Ehlers,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Germany  in  1819;  he  married  Maria 
Kessler,  and  they  had  nine  children:  Helena,  Dora,  John  (as  above),  Minnie,  Sophia, 
Frederica,  William,  Henry  and  Louise.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Ehlers  are  both  liv- 
ing at  this  date  (1897).  Mrs.  Ehlers's  father,  John  Kuehl,  was  born  in  Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  in  the  year  1817;  he  married  Louise  Brinkmann,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, Maria  and  Caroline,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kuehl  are  both  living  at  this  date  (1897). 
John  Ehlers  is  a  member  of  Erie  Tent  No.  161,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Orchard  Park,  N-  Y. 
In  his  political  choice  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  has  just  been  elected  collector 
of  his  town,  after  serving  as  inspector  of  election  for  the  last  seven  years,  being 
chairman  of  the  board  four  years. 

Warnke,  Fred,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Meck- 
lenburg, Germany,  September  21,  1842.  He  was  educated  there  and  followed  the 
honorable  occupation  of  farming.  He  came  to  America  in  1867  and  located  in  the 
town  of  West  Seneca,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  January  12,  1868,  he  married  Wilhelmina 
Eichstadt,  formerly  of  his  native  place,  and  they  have  eight  children:  Mary  S., 
Emma C,  Henry  C,  Martha  A.,  John  E.,  Hattie  F.,  Anna  M.  and  Ella  D.  They 
bought  their  present  homestead  in  1872  and  have  resided  here  since.  The  family  are 
all  enterprising  and  thrifty;  they  are  the  architects  of  their  own  success.  In  his  po- 
litical choice  Mr„  Warnke  is  a  thorough  Republican. 

Freeman,  Miss  Ehzabeth,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park.— The  late  Elisha 
Freeman  was  born  in  Easton,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  May  22,  1794.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  went  to  Saratoga  county  with  his  brother  when  a  young 
man  and  from  there  to  East  Hamburg,  locating  one-quarter  of  a  mile  south  of 
Friends'  meeting  house;  he  went  back  and  forth  to  the  old  home  on  foot  nine  jour- 
neys. He  married  twice;  first,  to.  Abigail  Smith  on  April  29,  1820,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Anna  and  Philenda.  Mrs.  Freeman's  native  place  was  Cayuga  county, 
and  she  died  February  5,  1825 ;  on  April  6,  1826,  he  married  Mary  Varney  of  Ver- 
mont, formerly  of  the  State  of  Mame,  and  they  had  five  children ;  Amos,  Elizabeth 
(as  above),  Elias  H.,  Lewis  (who  died  in  his  third  year),  and  Mary  V.  Mr.  Freeman 
was  truly  one  of  the  solid  Friends  of  that  organization  and  was  a  man  of  excellent 
principles.  His  influence  was  felt  for  good  far  and  wide,  with  both  white  and  the 
red  men  of  the  forest ;  Big  Kettle  and  Red  Jacket  were  among  his  friends.  He  died 
August  30,  1865,  and  his  widow  January  4,  1890.  His  father,  Stephen  Freeman,  was 
born  January  24,  1759,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.    The  ancestor 
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of  the  Freeman  family  was  born  in  England ;  his  will  bears  date  of  July  19,  1725,  in 
New  London,  Conn.  Amos  Freeman  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  January  15, 
1827,  and  held  it  in  possession  at  the  time  of  his  death,  April  16,  1897!  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  attended  one  term  at  an  academy  in  an  adjoining 
town.  He  was  a  man  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community  where  he  lived,  as  one 
of  good  judgment,  very  successful  in  adjusting  differences  between  neighbors,  and 
trusted  as  a  man  of  integrity  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Hs  was  appraiser  of  land 
for  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank,  and  was  sought  as  a  surveyor  and  to  draw  deeds, 
contracts,  wills,  etc.  He  married  Mary  Thorn  of  Monroe  county,  December  27,  1862 ; 
they  had  two  sons,  Elisha  and  Joseph  T.  Elias  H.  Freeman  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  July  29,  1832,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  is  one  of  the 
town's  successful  farmers.  He  was  married  twice;  first,  in  March,  1857,  to  Melinda 
Kelsey  of  Cattaraugus  county ;  she  died  in  September,  1862,  and  he  married.  May 
17,  1864,  Mary  J.  Howland,  and  they  have  three  daughters,  M.  Louise,  Margaret  M. 
and  Josephine  E.  M.  Louise  married  Mason  H.  Holmwood ;  Margaret  M.  married 
Stephen  W.  Stickney,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Howard  F.  and  D.  John.  Mrs. 
Freeman's  father,  Solomon  Howland,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  August  20,  1813; 
he  married  Margaret  B.  Cornell,  and  they  had  three  children:  Mary  J.  (as  above), 
William  H.  and  Byron.  They  came  to  Monroe  county  in  1844;  ancestry  of  family 
is  English  and  German. 

Webster,  Mary  E.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park, — The  late  Charles  Web- 
ster was  born  in  New  Jersey,  April  30,  1795,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that 
day.  In  1814  he  located  a  mile  east  of  the  present  homestead,  and  in  1815  married 
Rachel  Rowland.  They  had  six  children:  Isaac  E.,  Rebecca  S.,  Joseph  C,  James 
M.,  Phebe  E.  and  Mary  E.  (as  above).  Mr.  Webster  died  August  22,  1882,  his  wife 
January  27,  1880.  Mary  E.  Webster's  grandfather,  Joseph,  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, November  21,  1769.  He  married  Phebe  Burwell,  and  they  had  seven  children: 
William,  Charles  (as  above),  Mary  A.,  Thomas  S.,  Andrew,  Susan  and  Phebe.  He 
died  August  30,  1847;  his  wife  June  19,  1854.  The  family  have  been  residents  of 
the  town  of  East  Hamburg  since  1814. 

Ruhlman,  Martin,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, Germany,  September  25,  1833.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools  and  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  in  1847,  locating  in  New  York  city,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  of  boot  making.  In  1861  he  came  to  Orchard  Park,  where  he  is  a  farmer 
and  market  gardener,  April  24,  1864,  he  married  Catherine  Hammerschmidt,  and 
they  had  seven  children:  Minnie,  Kate,  George  J  ,  Martin,  jr.,  Frederick,  Henry  W. 
and  John  L.  Minnie  married  John  Hodson  and  they  have  four  children :  William 
H.,  Warren,  George  and  Alice.  George  J.  Ruhlman  held  the  office  of  overseer  of 
the  poor  for  one  year.  Mr.  Ruhlman's  father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1795. 
He  married  Dorothy  Hammerschmidt,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Jacob,  Cather- 
ine, Philip,  Peter,  Martin  (as  above),  George  and  Minnie.  Mr.  Ruhlman  died  in 
1852  and  his  widow  in  1882.  Mrs.  Ruhlman's  father,  Martin  Hammerschmidt,  was 
born  in  Germany,  in  1827  He  was  married  twice ;  his  first  wife  was  Caroline 
Schwab,  and  they  had  seven  children ;  two  died  in  infancy  and  the  others  are  as 
follows:  Wilhelniina,  Catherine  (as  above),  Henry,  Jacob  and  Martin.  Mr.  Hammer- 
schmidt died  in  1874  and  his  wife  in  1862. 
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Johnson,  Mrs.  Jane,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  John  Johnson 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  September  12,  1830.  He  was  educated  there  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  a  young  man,  locating  a  mile  west  of 
Orchard  Park,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  November  13.  1859, 
he  married  Jane  Johnson,  formerly  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eight  children: 
Henry  V.,  who  is  the  farmer  on  the  old  homestead;  Wallace,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine;  Edward  W.  and  Mary  E.  (twins);  Edward  W.  died  at  the  age  of  eight, 
and  Mary  E.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven;  Jennie,  George  H.,  Frank  J.  and  Ella 
J.  Mr.  Johnson  died  August  15,  1894.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  Orchard  Park,  and  the  family  reside  on  the  plank  road. 

Boldt,  Frederick,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Reserve,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
April  2,  1849,  and  emigrated  to  America  with  his  parents  when  five  years  old,  locat- 
ing first  in  West  Seneca,  thence  to  East  Hamburg.  January  11,  1875,  he  married 
Mary  Yox,  and  they  had  ten  children:  Frederick,  jr.,  Andrew  G.,  Rosa  H.,  William 
M.,  Charles  J.,  Lizzie  M.,  HattieT.,  Herman  L.,  Mary  H.  and  Amelia  K.  Mr.  Boldt's 
father,  Frederick,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Germany,  May  25,  1823.  He  married 
Minnie  Yonas  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Augusta,  Frederica, 
Frederick  (as  above),  Adolph,  Lena,  Minnie  and  Anna.  Mr.  Boldt  died  in  1882,  and 
his  widow  survives  at  this  date  (1897).  Mrs.  Boldt's  father,  Andrew  Yox,  was  born 
in  Germany  in  the  year  1822,  and  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Nau,  formerly  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eight  children: 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Hannah,  Caroline,  Andrew,  Katherine,  Louise  and  Lena.  Mrs. 
Yox  died  in  1890,  and  Mr.  Yox  survives  at  this  date  (1897). 

Jolls,  Willard  B.,  M.  D,,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  December  21,  1870.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Dayton  and  the  Fredonia  State  Normal,  two  years,  after  which  time  he 
abandoned  the  idea  of  teaching  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  C.  Howaid, 
M.  D.,  of  Dayton.  He  then  took  the  regents'  examinations  leading  to  a  medical 
student  certificate  in  Gowanda,  N.  Y.,  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo  and  graduated  therefrom  April  30,  1895.  He  then  went  to  Day- 
ton, practiced  for  a  time  with  his  preceptor,  married  Ida  C.  Markham  of  the  same 
place,  August  14,  1895,  and  came  to  Orchard  Park  on  the  10th  of  the  following  Sep- 
tember. Dr.  Jolls  is  a  member  of  Erie  Tent  No.  161,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  Orchard  Park 
Legion  No.  26,  S.  K.  His  father.  Warren  Jolls,  was  born  in  Perrysburg,  Cattarau- 
gus county,  July  13,  1832.  He  married  Elizabeth  H.  Morrell ;  they  had  six  children: 
Willard  B.  (as  above),  T.  Ward  (who  died  in  his  sixth  year),  Elbert  G.,  Earl  W., 
Angle  M.  and  Ara  A.  Mr.  Jolls  died  August  18,  1888.  His  widow  survives  him  at 
this  date  (1897). 

Orvis,  Andrew,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  August  7,  1840,  in 
Pickering,  Ontario,  where  he  received  his  education.  In  1869  he  married  Helen  P., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Baker,  of  Orchard  Park,  N.  Y.  They  have  three  children: 
Gertrude,  Carrie  and  Howard.  In  1881  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at 
Orchard  Park,  where  he  opened  a  coal  and  lumber  yard,  to  which  he  has  added  tile, 
lime,  phosphate,  etc.  ;  he  also  runs  a  steam  grist  mill  with  success.  Mr.  Orvis's 
father,  Eleazar  B.  Orvis,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Vt.  Directly  after  his  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Bustin,  also  of  Vermont,  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Pickering,  where  they 
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continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  They  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  were 
brought  up  in  the  religious  society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Orvis's  great-grandfather  served 
through  the  Revolutionary  war  in  behalf  of  the  Colonists.  It  is  a  fact  of  some  inter- 
est that  a  cane  presented  by  George  II.  of  England  to  one  Orvis  for  an  act  of  great 
bravery  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  being  handed  down  through  each 
generation. 

Barry,  Frederick  W.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  at  Angola,  N. 
Y.,  September  29,  1872.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  learned  the 
cabinet  trade  with  his  uncle,  Constantine  Frohley  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.  He  began 
business  for  himself  at  Orchard  Park,  October  1,  1896,  where  he  is  doing  a  successful 
business  in  the  furniture,  undertaking  and  embalming  business.  June  2,  1896,  he 
married  Clara  E.  Clark.  Mr.  Barry's  father,  Edward,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1838, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  nine  years  old,  locating  in  the  town  of 
Evans.  He  married  Pauline  Frohley,  formerly  of  Germany,  and  they  had  seven 
children:  John  F.,  Edward,  jr.,  Frederick  W.  (as  above),  Thomas,  Frank,  George 
A.  and  Mary  E.  Mrs.  Barry's  father,  James  Clark,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
burg, N.  Y.,  February  3,  1845,  where  he  was  educated  and  followed  farming  as  his 
occupation.  He  married  Emma  J.  Sprague,  and  they  had  five  children:  Albert  E., 
Jasper,  Clara  E.,  Florence  and  Harriet. 

Bullis,  Clifford  L.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park.— The  late  Orson  S.  Bullis 
was  born  on  the  homestead  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  August  20,  1841.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  was  one  of  the  town's  best  farmers;  in  early 
life  he  did  an  extensive  lumber  trade  with  his  father.  September  1,  1861,  he  mar- 
ried Harriet  A.  Baker,  and  they  had  one  son,  CHfford  L.,  who  was  educated  in  the 
Friends  Institute  at  Orchard  Park,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the  farmer  at  home.  Mr.  Bul- 
lis died  October  12,  1889.  Mr.  Bullis's  father,  Lewis  M.,  was  born  in  Bennington, 
Vt.,  April  28,  1803,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Hamburg  in  1815.  He  married 
Phoebe  Griffin,  and  they  had  five  children:  Theodore  (was  killed  when  eight  years 
old),  Mary  A. ,  Lewis  H. ,  Orson  S.  (as  above)  and  Frank  G.  Mr.  Bullis  died  De- 
cember 3,  1868,  and  his  widow  survives  at  this  date  (1897). 

Baker,  Benjamin,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  February  28, 
1817,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  November  10,  1842,  he  married  Anna 
Freeman,  and  they  had  ten  children:  Harriet  A.,  Helen  O.,  Caroline  E.,  E.  Free- 
man, Mary  F.,  Emma  and  Fannie  (twins),  Alice  C,  Metta  V.  and  Anna  M.,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Harriet  A.  married  Orson  Bullis,  Helen  O.  married  Andrew  Or- 
vis, Carohne  E.  married  Lucius  W.  Pierce,  E.  Freeman  married  Julia  Potter,  Mary 
F.  resides  at  home,  Emma  married  Edward  H.  White,  Fannie  married  David  Bar- 
ker and  died  May  21,  1881,  Alice  E.  married  Dr.  Edgar  Orvis  and  died  in  May,  1891, 
and  Metta  V.  married  Frank  Holmwood.  Mr.  Baker  held  the  office  of  supervisor  in 
1865  and  1866.  He  was  loan  commissioner  seventeen  years  and  appointed  United 
States  marshal  in  1845  and  again  in  1855 ;  he  was  appointed  military  enrolling  offi- 
cer in  1862  for  Hamburg,  Boston,  East  Hamburg  and  West  Seneca.  In  his  political 
choice  he  is  a  staunch  Republican.  Mr.  Baker's  father,  Obadiah,  was  born  May  12, 
1773,  in  Gloucester,  Mass.  He  married  Anna  Wheeler,  and  they  had  twelve 
children. 

Hunt,  Howard  Lincoln,  M.  D.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in 
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the  town  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  September  20,  1868.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Hamburg 
Academy  and  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  class  of  1888.  He  then  practiced  at  his  home  in  Hamburg  for 
two  years,  and  in  1890  located  in  East  Hamburg,  where  he  is  conducting  a  skillful 
and  successful  practice.  February  27,  1889,  he  married  Jessie  E.  Bunting  of  the 
town  of  Eden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Hunt  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Med- 
ical Society,  New  York  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons  and  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Association.  His  father,  Edwin  A.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lancaster, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  now  a  business  man  by  occupation.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Austin,  and 
they  had  six  children:  Howard  L.  (as  above),  Horace  F.,  Everett  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen),  E.  Elizabeth,  G  race  M.  and  Anna  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  are  both 
living  at  this  date  (1897). 

Holmwood,  Frank  F.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  August  23,  1859.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
Friends  Institute,  Orchard  Park,  and  Aurora  Academy,  and  has  always  followed 
the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  January  2,  1882,  he  married  Metta  V.  Baker, 
and  they  had  three  children:  Wilbur  F.  (died  in  his  second  year),  Alice  B.  (a  student 
in  school),  and  Leon  F.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months).  Mr.  Holmwood  holds 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  a  member  of  Zion  Lodge  of  Orchard  Park 
No.  514,  F.  &  A.  M.  His  father,  James  Holmwood,  was  born  in  England  in  1818; 
he  married  Louise  Callow  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eight  children,  four  of 
them  born  m  England:  Sarah,  James,  jr.,  Henry,  William,  Louise,  Cornelia,  Lottie, 
Frank  F.  (as  above).  They  came  to  America  in  1850,  locating  in  Buffalo,  and  in 
1852  came  to  Hamburg.  Mr.  Holmwood  died  December  11,  1889,  and  his  widow 
survives  at  this  date  (1897). 

Moore,  Alfred,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  M^as  born  in  the  town  of  Old 
Hamburg,  N.  Y. ,  March  7,  1825;  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  by  occu- 
pation is  a  farmer.  July  8,  1847,  he  married  Louise  M.  Baker,  and  they  had  four 
children:  Cyrenus  F.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years),  Ella  A.,  Mary  A.  and  Fran- 
ces L.  Ella  A.  married  Charles  H.  Willett  and  resides  in  Buffalo ;  Mary  A.  married 
Emmett  McGrady,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ray  M.  ;  Frances  L.  married  Horace 
Smith  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children,  Harry  M.,  Alice  and  Clifford.  Mr. 
Moore  was  a  lieutenant  in  Co.  E,  10th  Cavalry,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  1861. 
His  father,  Reuben  Moore,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y. ,  in  1792,  and  came  to 
Erie  county  with  his  parents  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  He  married  Sarah 
Ferris  of  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. ,  and  they  had  ten  children :  Alfred 
(as  above),  James,  Bradford,  Janett,  Guilford,  Eliza,  Hannah,  Jane,  Margaret  and 
Maria,  of  whom  five  are  now  living.  Mr.  Moore  died  in  1862  and  his  wife  in  1842. 
Mrs.  Moore's  father,  Stephen  Baker,  was  born  in  Essex  county,  Mass.,  in  1802,  and 
came  to  Erie  county  with  his  parents  when  four  years  old.  He  married  Mercy 
Sprague,  and  they  had  eight  children:  Louise  M.  (as  above).,  Jarard  A.,  Franklin  S., 
Susan,  Sarah  A.,  Amos  D.,  William  H.  and  Cyrus  M.  Mr.  Baker  died  May  81,  1896, 
and  his  wife  in  1876.  The  Moore  family  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  the 
war  of  1812. 

Marquart,  Charles,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
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Lancaster,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1862.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  is  a  farmer  by  occupation.  February  26,  1890,  he  married  Mary  Zur- 
brick,  and  they  had  three  children :  Ruth  C,  Anna  D.  (who  died  in  her  fourth  year), 
and  Helen  C.  Mr.  Marquart's  father,  Louis,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1825.  He 
married  Dorothy  Fatty,  and  they  had  eight  children.  Dorothy  was  born  in  Germany. 
The  family  came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  seven 
children  were  born  here  as  follows:  George,  Louise,  Caroline,  Louis,  Henry  and 
Charles;  Margaret,  second  child  born  here,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Marquart  was 
killed  October  29,  1888;  and  his  widow  survives  at  this  date  (1897).  Mrs.  Marquart's 
father,  Peter  Zurbrick,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1822,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  at  the  age  of  ten.  He  married  Christine  Zurbrick,  and  they  had  nine  chil- 
dren: George,  Henry  N.,  William  (who  died  in  infancy),  William  2d,  Levi,  Lizzie, 
Edwin,  Mary  (as  above),  and  Anna  L.  Mrs.  Zurbrick  died  May  24,  1874,  and  he 
survives  at  this  date  (1897.) 

Paxon,  Lydia  A.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Job  V.  Paxon 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  February  8,  1822.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools  and 
came  to  this  State  with  his  parents  when  a  young  man.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mer- 
chant by  occupation.  September  29,  1847,  he  married  Lydia  A.  Hambleton.  Mr. 
Paxon  died  February  27,  1881.  Mrs.  Paxon's  father,  Samuel  A.  Hambleton,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  m  1798  and  came  to  this  county  when  he  was  a  boy.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  He 
married  Edith  Willet,  and  they  had  eight  children :  Eli,  Artemus,  Christopher,  Louisa, 
Lydia  (as  above),  Sarah,  Christina  and  Erastus. 

Trevett,  Lobieski  C,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Webster's  Corners,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  November  8,  1839;  he  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  was  formerly  a  miller  by  occupation,  but  at  present  is  a  farmer. 
August  7,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  wounded  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Plains  Store,  which  was  the  preliminary  battle  to  the  reduction  and  capture  of 
Port  Hudson.  With  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  the  hospital,  he  participated 
in  all  the  battles  with  his  regiment  and  was  honorably  discharged  June  8,  1865.  No- 
vember 7,  1870,  he  married  Ellen  Ayer  of  East  Hamburg,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren: Ira  P.,  who  is  principal  of  Delavan  Union  School;  Carrie  P.,  Ethel  A.  and  Karl 
A.  Mr.  Trevett's  father,  Asa  R.,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1805,  and  came  to  Con- 
cord with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  married  Polly  McClen,  and 
they  had  four  children ;  Albertus,  Albina,  Lobieski  C.  (as  above),  and  Angella.  Mrs. 
Trevett  died  in  1848,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Mahala  Fisher ;  they  have 
one  daughter,  Kate.  Mr.  Trevett  died  February  1,  1890,  and  his  widow  in  1894. 
Mrs.  Trevett's  father,  Putnam  Ayer,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1807 ;  he  married  Maria 
Rathburn,  and  they  had  eleven  children:  Mary  M.,  Adaline,  Julia  A.,  Orville  D.,  Ira, 
Ellen  (as  above),  Emmett  J.,  Frances  M.,  Warren  P.,  Frank  and  a  baby  not  named. 
Mrs.  Trevett's  brother,  Ira,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

Taylor,  James  J.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Ireland,  De- 
cember 21,  1841.  He  was  educated  there  and  came  to  America  in  1864,  locating  in 
the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  a  farmer  by  occupation.  September 
7,  1866,  he  married  Margaret  J.  Erwin,  and  they  have  nine  children:  Clark  H.,  Ida 
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M.,  George  E.,  Loren  C,  Alton  C,  Walton  J.,  Jessie  L.,  Verna  B.  and  Elmer  E. 
Mr.  Taylor's  father,  Edward,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1792.  Me  married  Jane  John- 
son of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  survive:  James  J. 
(as  above),  Fannie,  Dorothy,  Thomas  E.,  Charlotte  and  Elizabeth.  He  died  in  1888, 
and  his  widow  survives  at  this  date  (1897).  Mrs.  Taylor's  father,  George  Erwin,  was 
born  in  the  old  country  in  1799.  He  married  twice;  first,  to  Ellen  Ragen,  and  his 
second  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Ragan.  They  had  one  daughter,  Margaret  J.,  as  above. 
He  died  in  1881  and  his  wife  December  6,  1866. 

Webster,  Edwin,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Webster's  Corners,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Aurora,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  September  19,  1824.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  schools,  and  until  he  retired  he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  October 
22,  1878,  he  married  Hannah  J.  Webster,  and  they  have  one  adopted  daughter, 
Carrie.  Mr.  Webster's  father,  Asa,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  December  17,  1794, 
and  came  to  this  State  when  a  young  man.  He  married  Elizabeth  B.  Plambleton, 
born  in  1820,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Ivory,  Susan  S.,  Edwin  (as  above),  Jane 
E.,  Samuel  and  Jonas  (twins)  and  Amos  C.  Mr.  Webster  died  in  1832,  his  widow  in 
1887. 

Krueger,  Charles,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Webster's  Corners,  was  born  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  April  24,  1847,  and  was  educated  in  their  schools.  He  was  a  sailor  many 
years  and  has  been  in  almost  every  country  on  the  globe;  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1865,  locating  first  in  Bufi^alo  and  in  1880  came  to  East  Hamburg.  He 
married  Frederica  Genz  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  six  children :  Minnie, 
Mary,  Lizzie,  Dora,  Edward  and  Charles.  Minnie  married  Frank  Brisien,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Bernard ;  Mary  married  Emil  SchafQer.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Krueger  in  his  political  choice  is  a  thorough 
Republican. 

Chilcott,  Edwin  G.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  on  the  Chilcott 
homestead,  two  miles  east  of  Orchard  Park,  March  17,  1833.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  East  Aurora  Academy  and  Albany  State  Normal  School,  and  is 
a  leading  dairy  farmer  of  the  town.  April  23,  1857,  he  married  Marion  S.  Dutton  of 
Concord,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  five  children:  Wayland  D.,  Alton  W.  and  Cyrus  B. 
(both  deceased),  Wilber  G.  and  Carrie  L.  Mr,  Chilcott's  father,  Amos,  was  born  in 
Bucks  county.  Pa.,  in  1798  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Erie  county  when  eight 
years  of  age.  He  married  Rachael  Webster,  and  they  had  ten  children:  Caroline, 
Benjamin  F.,  William  W.,  Julia  A.,  Amos,  Rachael  A.,  Edwin  G.  (as  above),  Cyrus 
A.,  Lucretia  M.  and  an  infant  not  named.  Mrs.  Chilcott's  father,  Oliver  Dutton, 
was  born  at  Royalton,  Vt.,  June  1,  1800.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  day 
and  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  occupation.  He  married  Sophia  Wood  of  Shafts- 
bury,  Vt,  and  they  had  five  children:  Mary  J.,  Sarah  A.,  Marion  S.  (as  above).  West 
and  Oliver.  Mrs.  Dutton  died  in  1842,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Sarah 
Wood,  his  first  wife's  sister.  Mr.  Dutton  died  April  21,  1891,  and  his  widow  Decem- 
ber 18,  1893. 

Dye,  Mrs.  Reuben  J.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Webster's  Corners. — The  late  Reuben 
J.  Dye  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  October  11,  1821,  He 
obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
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married  twice ;  first,  to  Olive  Churchill,  who  bore  him  three  sons,  William,  Harvey  and 
Ara.  Mrs.  Dye  died  in  1862,  and  November  8,  1871,  he  married  Louise  E.  Abbott, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Avery  G.,  who  is  a  market  gardener.  Mr.  Dye  died  Decem- 
ber 24,  1890.  William  Dye  married  twice ;  first,  to  Maria  Needum,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  Lydia  Needum,  and  they  have  eight  children;  Harvey  married 
Helen  Fields,  and  they  have  three  children,  Jenny,  Earl  and  Howard;  Ara  is  mar- 
ried, resides  in  Chicago,  and  has  two  children ;  Avery  G.  married  Alice  Ashbery, 
and  they  have  one  son.  Mrs.  Dye's  father,  Sylvester  Abbott,  was  born  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  in  1811.  He  was  educated  there  and  conducted  a  great  business;  he  was  also 
a  farmer.  He  married  Louise  Webster  and  they  located  in  the  town  of  Concord ; 
they  had  ten  children:  Newton,  Lucretia,  Caroline,  Louise  (as  above),  Webster, 
Betsey,  Marcia,  Caleb,  Hannah  and  Sylvester.  Mr.  Abbott  died  in  1880  and  his 
widow  still  survives  him  at  this  date  (1897). 

Hewson,  Mrs.  Sarah,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Capt.  Archi- 
bald K,  Hewson  was  born  in  Canajoharie,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y,,  April  22,  1802. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  at  an  early  date  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Albany,  where  his  father  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  that 
city.  In  1820,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  came  to  Buffalo  with  merchandise,  and  was 
present  at  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  to  the  public,  and  for  many  years  ran  a  Ime 
of  packets  from  Buffalo  to  Albany.  His  father  died  when  he  was  a  mere  lad. 
December  25,  1828,  he  married  Sarah  Abbott  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three 
children ;  Charles,  Alida  C.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eight)  and  Harriet  S.  Charles 
married  Mary  A.  Bullis  of  East  Hamburg;  Harriet  S.  married  Elihu  Johnson.  Mr. 
Hewson  died  June  3,  1891.  He  was  greatly  esteemed  as  a  citizen,  highly  honorable 
in  all  his  business  transactions  and  held  the  office  of  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Hewson's  father,  Samuel  Abbott,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, January  14,  1779.  He  married  Sophia  Brown  of  his  native  place  and  they  had 
five  children.  They  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Erie  county,  having  come 
here  in  1807  by  marked  trees,  when  all  was  a  dense  forest.  Samuel  Abbott's  mother 
was  a  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Murry,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence ;  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Presbyterian  church  on  the  Holland 
Purchase,  and  a  prominent  man,  holding  public  offices  for  many  years. 

Hambleton,  Amos  C,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  on  the  old 
homstead,  March  22,  1830.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  has  always 
followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  November  8,  1851,  he  married  Mercy 
A.  Briggs,  and  they  have  three  children,  Pember  E.,  Nettie  and  Olive.  Pember  E. 
married  Minerva  Attlebury;  Nettie  married  Milton  Belknap,  and  Olive  married 
George  Pinkel.  Mr.  Hambleton  has  served  as  supervisor  two  terms,  also  collector 
and  now,  in  1897,  is  assessor.  His  father.  William  Hambleton,  was  born  in  1799. 
He  married  Olive  Cowden,  and  they  had  eight  children:  Albert  H.,  Orlando,  Susan, 
Amos  (as  above),  Edwin,  Wallace.  Maria  and  Harriet.  He  died  in  February,  1888, 
his  wife  in  1851.  Mrs.  Hambleton's  father,  John  C.  Briggs,  was  born  in  Albany 
county  in  1800.  He  married  Annie  Eldridge  and  they  had  ten  children,  all  living 
except  one;  Julia,  George,  Thomas,  Sally,  David,  Harriet, Mercy  A.,  Lewis,  Helen  and 
Abby.    He  died  in  May,  1874,  his  wife  in  1855. 

Wilber,  Albert,  Collins,  was  born  in  Collins,  February _^28,  1832,  and  was  a  son  of 
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John  Wilber.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1853  he  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  David  Bartlett,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Milton  B.,  burying  their  eldest  son,  Willis,  in  the  prime  of  man- 
hood. 

Reynolds,  Herbert  A.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  the  last  named 
place,  December  20,  1852.  Hisfather,  Newman,  was  a  son  of  Abraham  Reynolds,  who 
was  a  pioneer  of  Erie  county.  Norman  Reynolds  married  Semantha,  daughter  of  Ely 
Page.  Herbert  A.  Reynolds  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Collins  and  Spring- 
ville,  Forestville  and  Bath  Academies.  He  read  law  with  Frank  B.  Johnson  and  C.  C. 
Torrance  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
for  twelve  years,  was  appointed  postmaster  under  the  late  Harrison  administration 
and  held  the  office  for  about  five  years.  January  1,  1895,  he  was  appointed  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  Erie  county,  and  in  January,  1896,  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  special  deputy  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  place  he  now  holds. 
He  is  now  serving  his  fifteenth  consecutive  year  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation of  Collins  Center  Union  Free  School.  In  1878  he  married  Grace  E.,  daughter 
of  Stephen  W.  Hudson,  and  they  have  three  children,  Lottie  L. ,  Elizabeth  and  Dor- 
othy, and  reside  in  Collins.  Center,  N.  Y. 

Atwood,  Harley  L. ,  Collins,  p  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Danby,  Vt.,  June  25, 
1847.  His  father,  Harley,  was  a  native  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  was  engaged  as  ship- 
ping master  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  which  business  he  followed  through  life  and  died 
in  1858.  His  mother  was  Ameha  Chace,  daughter  of  Ephram  Chace,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  African  coast  trade  from  Providence,  R.  1.  After  the  father's  death 
the  family  came  to  Collins  in  1859,  and  H.  L.  Atwood  was  educated  at  the  Spring- 
ville  Academy  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo  in  1872.  He  practiced  two  years  in  the  Erie  County  Penitentiary  and  one 
year  was  post  mortem  examiner  in  Buffalo.  In  1878  he  came  to  Collins  Center  and 
established  his  present  practice.  In  1881  he  married  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Alexan- 
der W.  Popple,  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Atwood  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension 
Examiners,  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Association,  Erie  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  Lake  Erie  Medical  Society. 

Conger,  Mary  A.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center. — Eli  Heath  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Sargeant  Heath,  and  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  April  24,  1805.  During 
his  minority  he  obtained  a  good  common  school  education,  and  September  24,  1829, 
he  married  Vicena,  daughter  of  Hosea  Sheffield.  He  removed  to  Erie  county  m 
January,  1831,  and  purchased  a  farm,  then  a  wilderness,  one  and  a  half  miles  north 
of  Collins  Center.  His  summers  were  spent  clearing  and  cultivating  his  farm,  and 
during  the  winter  season  he  taught  school,  and  they  endured  all  the  privation  and 
hardship  incident  to  pioneer  life.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  superintendent  of 
common  schools  for  the  town  of  CoUins.  He  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  upright- 
ness of  character.  In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
every  effort  to  advance  its  interests  found  in  him  an  active  and  efficient  helper.  He 
died  September  3,  1847,  missed  and  mourned  by  his  family,  the  church  and  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  His  widow  died  November  21,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years  and  nine  months.    Mr.  Heath  left  four  children,  viz. :  Hosea  S. ,  born  in 
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York,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  December  3,  1830;  he  married  Paulina  S.  Wheeler, 
February  23,  1859;  he  practiced  law  in  Hamburg  a  number  of  years  and  died  July  5, 
1894.  Cyrene,  born  May  15,  1835,  married  Amos  Roberts,  January  1,  1851,  and  re- 
sides in  Waterford,  Pa.  Mary  A.,  born  October  23,  1838,  married  Noah,  son  of 
Almond  D.  Conger,  May  8,  1864;  they  had  three  children,  one  of  which  survives, 
Almon  N.  Conger  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.  Noah  Conger  died  April  27,  1873,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two.  William  H.,  youngest  child  of  Eli  Heath,  was  born  June  7,  1841, 
and  married  Sophia  Byron,  November  21,  1866.    He  resides  at  North  Evans,  N.  Y. 

Flansburg,  Fay,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  Feb- 
ruary, 1851.  His  father,  Aaron  Flansburg,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  his 
grandfather,  John  Flansburg,  came  from  Holland  about  1770  and  was  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Saratoga  county.  Aaron  Flansburg  married  Sallie  Vanavery,  and 
was  a  farmer  in  Saratoga  county  all  of  his  life.  Fay  Flansburg  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  1876  came  to  Erie  county,  settling  in  Marshfield,  where  he 
engaged  in  cheese  making.  In  1881  he  came  to  Collins  Center  and  engaged  in  the 
same  business,  having  twenty-two  factories  under  his  supervision.  In  1875  he  mar- 
ried Ettie,  daughter  of  John  Potter. 

Johnson,  John  H.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Collins,  May  29,  1835. 
His  father,  John  T.  Johnson,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  the  town  of 
Collins  in  1818.  He  married  Candace,  daughter  of  George  Graham,  and  died  m 
1872  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.  John  H.  Johnson  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  has  always  followed  farming.  In  1858  he  married  Helen,  daughter  of  Israel 
White  and  they  have  two  sons,  Daniel  H,  and  Frank.  Mr.  Johnson  has  served  as 
assessor  twelve  years  and  supervisor  four  years. 

Wilber,  M.  E.,  Collins,  was  born  in  that  town,  where  his  parents.  John  and  Chris- 
tian Wilber,  were  among  the  first  settlers.  He  was  educated  at  Gowanda  Academy 
and  Lawrence  University.  After  receiving  his  schooling  he  gave  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  for  some  twenty  years  has  been  engaged  in  handling  agricultural  im- 
plements and  shipping  farm  produce.  In  1867  he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  Barry,  and  they  have  three  children,  Frank,  Henry  and 
Pauline  C. 

Tanner,  Isaac  W.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Collins, 
February  24,  1818.  His  father,  Warren  Tanner,  was  born  May  4,  1786,  in  northern 
Vermont,  and  grandfather,  Joseph  Tanner,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Warren  Tanner  came  to  the  town  of  Collins  in  1810  and  bought  of  the  Holland  Land 
Company  the  farm  where  his  son  now  lives.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Elizabeth  .Wilber,  and  served  as  highway  commissioner,  assessor  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  October  30,  1864,  in  his  seventy-nmth  3^ear.  Isaac 
W.  Tanner  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  1839  married  Betsey  A., 
daughter  of  John  D.  and  Susan  Beverley,  and  they  had  three  children,  Warren, 
Eveline  and  Hannah. 

Setter,  Anton  J.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden, 
March  26,  1847.  His  father,  Anton  Setter,  was  a  native  of  New  Germany  and  came 
to  America  in  1832,  settling  in  the  town  of  Eden,  where  he  was  identified  as  one  of 
the  first  millwrights  in  Erie  county.    He  married  Susan,  daughter  of  John  Winters, 
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who  came  from  Germany  in  the  same  vessel  and  to  Erie  county  in  the  same  year. 
Anton  Setter  died  in  1888  in  Eden.  Anton  J.  Setter,  was  educated  in  the  town  of 
Eden  and  for  seventeen  years  was  engaged  in  lumbering  and  millwright  work.  In 
1882  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  built  the  Buffalo  box  factory,  returning  to  Collins 
Center  in  1884,  where  he  engaged  in  extensive  lumbering  business.  In  1889  he  es- 
tablished the  printer's  engraving  block  business,  there  bemg  no  other  manufacturer 
in  America  who  makes  a  specialty  of  the  class  of  work.  In  1867  he  married  Angeline, 
daughter  of  Edwin  Averill,  and  they  have  three  children,  Joseph  A.,  Alonzo  G.  and 
Bertha  M.  Mr.  Setter  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  in  1895  building  the 
present  water  works  system  and  taking  an  active  interest  in  educational  and  religious 
institutions. 

Sisson,  Mrs.  S.  A.,  Collins.— Stephen  A.  Sisson  was  born  in  ColHns,  March  17,  1822, 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  In  1862  he  married  Irene,  daughter  of  Gideon 
and  Lydia  Wilson,  who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Mansfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sisson 
had  two  children,  Laura  and  Herbert.  Mr.  Sisson  died  in  1875,  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

Matthews,  James,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Orleans  county,  Ver- 
mont, February  3,  1823.  His  father,  Francis  Matthews,  first  moved  to  Clinton  and 
Essex  counties,  and  in  1833  came  to  Collins  Center,  where  he  was  a  shoemaker  and 
farmer.  He  married  Roxena  Aldrich  and  died  in  1878.  James  Matthews  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  10th  N.  Y.  Cavalry, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  honorably  discharged  November 
22,  1864,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  returned  to  Collins  Center,  where  he 
now  resides  as  a  farmer.  In  1846  he  married  Lydia  M.  Cook,  who  died  in  1847,  and 
he  married  again,  Nancy  J.  Cook,  both  daughters  of  Sylvanus  Cook,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Mrs.  Augusta  Russell  and  Mrs.  William  Arnold.  Mr.  Matthews  served 
as  supervisor  of  North  Collins  in  1876  and  highway  commissioner  for  three  years. 

Kerr,  Mrs.  H.,  Collins. — Henry  Kerr  was  born  in  Collins,  July  26,  1837.  His  father, 
Thomas  J.  Kerr,  was  one  of  the  influential  men  of  Collins,  and  had  a  great  deal  of 
influence  in  bringing  the  Erie  Railroad  to  his  town.  Henry  Kerr  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  and  a  breeder  of  high 
blooded  horses.  In  1861  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Edward  Vail,  of  Collins  Cen- 
ter, and  they  had  six  children,  Harold,  Thomas  J..  Lucy,  Clara,  Dora  and  Ada.  Mr. 
Kerr  died  March  28,  1887,  aud  although  his  life  had  been  a  quiet  and  uneventful  one, 
his  demise  was  deeply  mourned,  not  only  by  his  own  family,  but  by  the  whole  com- 
munity where  he  was  known. 

Bartlett,  Harris  W.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Gowanda,  was  born  in  Collins,  March  26,  1851, 
his  father,  Pliny  Bartlett,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Collins.  Mr.  Bartlett 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  after  finishing  his  schooling  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  railroad  business,  having  been  en- 
gineer for  twenty  years.  In  1873  he  married  Flora  E.,  daughter  of  Marvin  Earns- 
worth,  and  they  have  five  children,  Phny,  Albert,  Morell,  Grace  and  Lucy. 

Conger,  Moses  L.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Collins,  February  12, 
1826.  His  father,  Noel  Conger,  was  a  native  of  Danby.  Vt.,  and  came  to  Collins  in 
1819,  where  he  was  a  farmer  all  through  life.    He  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  Job 
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Sherman.  He  died  in  1885,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  Moses  L.  Conger  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  on  January  29,  1851,  married  Martha  W.,  daughter 
of  Peleg  and  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lawton  M.  Conger.  Mrs. 
Conger  died  January  15,  1890,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  age.  Mr.  Conger  has  always 
been  a  farmer  and  has  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  breeding  thoroughbred 
Ayrshire  and  Jersey  cattle.  His  home,  "  Maple  Shade  Stock  Farm,"  is  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Collins  Center.  Lawton  M.  Conger,  son  of  Moses  L.  Conger,  was  born  April 
5,  1865.  He  received  a  good  common  school  education  and  on  February  25,  1890, 
married  Mertie  E.,  daughter  of  Seymour  King  of  Yorkshire,  N.  Y.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Martha  Lorena,  born  December  28,  1890.  Mr.  Conger  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  being  the  superintendent  of  his  father's  stock  farm.  He  and  his  wife  are 
both  devout  Christians  and  are  members  of  the  Free  Methodist  church  at  Collins 
Center. 

Potter,  Mrs.  W.  C,  Collins.— William  C.  Potter  was  born  in  Collins  in  1828,  his 
father,  Martin  Potter,  being  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town.  Mr.  Potter  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  devoting  some  time  to  teaching.  He  read  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  also  served  in  the  army  with  distinction.  In  1853  he 
married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  John  Wilber,  and  they  have  two  children,  Herbert  W. 
and  Catherine. 

Sisson,  Stephen  L.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Collins,  March  4, 
1840.  His  father,  George  Sisson,  was  born  in  Collins  and  his  grandfather,  Stephen 
Sisson,  with  his  brother,  Nathaniel  J.,  came  to  Collins  in  1814.  George  Sisson  was 
born  in  Collins  in  1817,  where  he  was  identified  as  a  farmer.  He  married  Huldah, 
daughter  of  Peter  Potter.  He  built  the  first  cheese  factory  in  Erie  county.  He  died 
May  23,  1896.  Stephen  L.  Sisson  was  educated  in  Collins  and  has  always  been  a 
farmer.  In  1863  he  married  Anna  H.,  daughter  of  David  J.  Haviland,  a  native  of 
Warren  county,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  children,  Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Davis  and  Mrs. 
Elida  Johnson. 

Bartlett,  Seth  F.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Collins,  January  4, 
1822.  His  father.  Smith  Bartlett,  came  from  Danby,  Vt.,  in  1812.  He  married  Sarah 
Allen,  a  daughter  of  Zoeth  and  Prussia  Allen.  He  was  a  Quaker  and  belonged  to 
that  church.  He  died  in  his  seventieth  year.  Seth  F.  Bartlett  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  through  life  has  been  a  farmer.  In  1855  he  married  Margaretta 
O'Brien,  who  lived  only  a  few  months,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Aurilla, 
daughter  of  John  B.  Peasley,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Julia  Pierce  and 
Mrs.  Alice  Heim,  burying  their  only  son,  Alton  Bartlet,  at  seven  years  of  age. 

Cook,  Norman,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Collins,  July  18,  1829. 
His  father,  Peter  Cook,  of  Danby,  Vt.,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Collins.  He 
married  Lydia  White,  daughter  of  Hosea  White,  of  Mt.  Holly,  Vt.,  and  through  life 
was  a  farmer.  Norman  Cook  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Collins.  He 
was  twice  married ;  first  to  Alzora  Ashman  of  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y. ,  and  in  1857  he  married  Cynthia,  daughter  of  Allen  Bartlett,  a  son  of  Smith 
Bartlett,  who  settled  in  Collins  in  1811  and  died  in  1859.  Norman  Cook  died  in  Cali- 
fornia in  1889. 

Wilber,  James  W.,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  ColHns,  February  20, 
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1835.  His  father,  John  Wilber,  was  the  son  of  Stephen  Wilber,  who  settled  in 
Collins  in  1810  on  the  Holland  Purchase  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  town. 
John  Wilber  married  Christianna,  daughter  of  John  Strang,  and  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  being  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  his  time.  He  died  in 
1888.  James  Wilber  was  educated  in  Collins  and  Gowanda,  after  which  he  gave  his 
attention  to  farming.  In  1857,  he  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Ephram  Chace,  and 
they  have  four  children:  John  C,  Ward  J.,  Mrs.  Jennie  Kammerer  and  Gretchen. 
Mrs.  Wilber  died  October  6,  1896. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  W.  A.,  Collins. — Hon.  W.  A.  Johnson  was  born  in  Collins,  May  26, 
1834,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  twice  elected  supervisor,  in 
1876  and  1878,  and  was  twice  elected  to  the  Assembly,  in  1875  and  1879.  He  was 
one  of  the  largest  cheese  manufacturers  in  Erie  county,  being  at  the  time  of  his 
death  sole  and  part  owner  of  fifty-nine  factories.  In  1880  he  erected  the  cheese 
store  house  at  Collins  Station,  which  is  the  largest  building  of  the  kind  in  Erie 
county.  In  1862  he  married  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Potter,  and  they  had 
five  children:  John  A  ,  Curtis  A.,  Elton  E.,  Grace  E.  and  Edith  A.,  of  whom  Elton  E. 
and  Grace  are  now  living.  Mr.  Johnson  died  July  19,  1881,  and  his  widow  continued 
in  operation  twenty-five  cheese  factories. 

Kamerer,  John,  Collins,  p.  o.  Gowanda,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1832. 
In  1853  he  came  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  learned  the  tin- 
smith trade.  In  1861  he  moved  to  Langford,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  tin  and 
stove  trade  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Gowanda  where  he  established  his  present 
business,  and  is  to-day  carrying  on  the  largest  hardware,  stove  and  plumbing  busi- 
ness in  the  county.  In  1857  he  married  Rachel  Federspiel  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  three  children,  Frank  W.,  Mary  and  Matilda. 

Popple,  William  T.,  Collins,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Orleans  county,  January  4,  1822. 
His  father,  WilHam  Popple,  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Ontario.  He  mar- 
ried Chloe,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Mason,  and  in  1829  they  moved  to  the  town  of 
Collins,  where  he  died  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  William  T.  Popple  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  when  young  learned  the  tanner  and  currier's  trade.  Later  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  followed  for  some  years,  w^hen  he 
moved  on  to  a  farm  where  he  has  carried  on  general  farming.  In  1846  he  married 
Emily,  daughter  of  John  Wilber,  and  they  have  two  children,  Wallace  L.  and 
Charles  L. 

White,  Charles  C,  Collins,  p.  o.  Collins  Center,  was  born  in  Collins,  October  5, 
1864.  His  father,  Stephen  Thorn  White,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  town  and 
married  Lucy  B.,  daughter  of  John  Randall.  Charles  C.  White  was  educated  at 
Gowanda,  Lima  and  Buffalo,  after  which  he  spent  twelve  years  in  Buffalo.  In  1893 
he  came  to  Collins  Center,  farming  and  dairying.  In  1896  he  built  his  present 
creamery,  having  a  capacity  of  1,000  pounds  of  creamery  high  grade  butter  per  day, 
and  is  employing  the  latest  and  most  scientific  machinery  and  methods  in  producing 
butter. 

Avery,  William  B.,  was  born  in  North  Collins,  where  he  lives,  July  14,  1831.  His 
father.  Park  Avery,  was  a  native  of  Cayuga  county  and  came  to  Erie  county  in  1828, 
settling  in  the  town  of  Clarence.    In  1829  he  came  to  North  Collins  and  married 
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Mary  Fairchild.  He  died  in  1868.  William  B.  Avery  was  educated  in  North  Collins, 
and  1855  married  Jeannette,  daughter  of  James  R.  Kimble,  who  with  his  wife,  Julia 
(Bartow)  Kimble,  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town  of  Brant,  settling 
there  in  1830.    Mr,  and  Mrs.  Avery  have  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Clara  Ashdown. 

Huson,  L.  J.,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brant;  going  into  the  woods, 
he  erected  a  log  house  on  the  farm  which  his  son  still  owns.  He  married  for  his  first 
wife,  Ann  Cole  and  after  her  death,  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Enoch  Taylor.  He 
died  July  7,  1842.  L.  J.  Huson  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Fredonia, 
and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  10th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  taking  part  in  the  principal 
engagements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  1858  he  married  Miss  Lucinda, 
daughter  of  Scoville  Hibbard,  and  they  have  two  children,  Clayton  and  Florence. 

vSherman,  William  P.,  was  born  in  North  Collins,  where  he  resides,  January  1, 
1847.  His  father,  Jonathan  Sherman,  was  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  came  to 
North  Collins  in  1815  and  went  through  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  He  married 
Mercy,  daughter  of  James  Pickens;  he  died  in  1855.  William  P.  Sherman  was  edu- 
cated in  North  Collins  and  through  life  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  spent 
three  years  in  the  oil  regions  and  in  1881  established  the  mercantile  business  now  con- 
ducted by  him ;  in  1885  he  established  a  basket  factory.  In  1866  he  married  Miss 
Ann  E  ,  daughter  of  Ichabod  Wood,  and  they  have  two  children,  Mrs,  Neva  B, 
White  of  Buffalo  and  Miss  Edna. 

Twichell,  Charles  A.,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county, 
November  5,  1854;  his  father,  William  Twichell,  was  also  born  in  the  same  town  in 
January,  1819.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Esther  (Seaver)  Twichell,  came  from  Athol, 
Mass..,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Erie  county.  William  Twichell  married 
Mary  M.  Winship;  he  died  in  1864.  Charles  A.  Twichell  was  educated  at  Spring- 
ville  Academy,  Hamburg  and  Platsmouth  (Neb.)  High  School,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Williston  Seminary  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business.  In  1882  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Western  N.  Y.  Preserv- 
ing Company,  serving  for  twelve  years.  In  1894  he  founded  and  organized  the  bank 
of  North  Collins,  the  existence  of  which  is  due  solely  to  his  individual  efforts  and  of 
which  he  fills  the  position  of  cashier.  In  1885  he  married  Miss  Helen  M.,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Sarah  Evans,  and  they  have  three  children,  Sarah,  Evans  and 
William, 

White,  Paul  Harvey,  was  born  in  North  Collins,  where  he  resides,  October  24,  1822. 
His  father,  Lemuel  M.,  was  a  native  of  Dartmouth  and  came  to  Erie  county  in  1813. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Paul  Kirbey.  He  died  in  1879  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 
Paul  H.  White  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  1844  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  at  Collins  Center ;  from  there  he  went  to  Shirley  and  and  engaged  in 
the  same  business,  and  since  1855  has  been  engaged  m  farming.  In  1848  he  married 
Rhoda  Dart,  who  died  in  1850,  when  he  married  Naomi,  daughter  of  Richard  Rogers, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Clarence  D,,  Mertan  L.  and  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Lawton. 
Mr.  White  has  served  as  town  clerk  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  church  and 
school  matters. 

Sherman,  Elihu  R. ,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  the  town  of  North  Collins,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1865.    His  father,  Reuben  C.  Sherman,  was  born  in  Collins,  but  lived  in 
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North  Collins  practically  all  his  life.  Reuben  C.  Sherman  married  Phoebe  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  B.  Tucker,  March  15,  1854,  and  they  had  six  children:  Lucie  A.,  Ma}^ 
Allie  D.,  Elihu  R.,  all  of  North  Collins;  Leroy  B.,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  city;  and 
Arthur,  who  died  in  1877.  Mr.  Sherman  died  November  20,  1891.  Elihu  R.  Sher- 
man was  educated  at  Hamburg  Academy  and  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College 
in  1887.  He  then  entered  the  law  office  of  Farrington  &  Laing  of  Buffalo,  and  was 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1890.  He  began  practice  in  Buffalo  in  1891,  and  has 
continued  in  practice  there  since.  He  has  always  resided  at  North  Collins  and  has 
a  branch  office  there. 

Welch,  Frank  M.,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  May  27,  1853;  his 
father,  Ezra,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  town,  and  his  parents,  John  Welch  and 
wife,  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Eden  and  were  the  original  owners  of 
the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Eden  now  stands.  Ezra  Welch  married  Harriet, 
daughter  of  Lyman  Oaks,  and  for  fifty  years  was  a  well  known  school  teacher  in  his 
town  and  vicinity.  Frank  M.  Welch  was  educated  at  Eden  and  Buffalo,  after  w'hich 
he  learned  the  grocery  business ;  in  1882  he  began  shipping  produce,  which  he  has 
continued  up  to  the  present  time,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  shippers  in  Erie  county. 
In  1874  he  married  Ida  daughter  of  William  Ainsdee,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Fannie  and  May.  Mr.  Welch  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1893  and  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  three  years. 

Hibbard,  Enos  S.,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  that  town,  April  24,  1841.  His 
father,  Thomas  S.  Hibbard,  was  born  in  Erie  county  and  his  grandfather,  Harvey 
Hibbard,  was  among  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Concord.  Thomas  S.  Hibbard 
married  Clarinda  B.,  daughter  of  Enos  Southwnck,  and  was  by  trade  a  tailor;  after- 
wards he  engaged  in  mercantile  business ;  he  died  in  1882.  Enos  S.  Hibbard  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  10th  N.  Y.  Cavalry, 
and  during  four  years'  service  took  part  in  all  the  engagements  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in  July,  1865,  with  rank  of  commissary- 
sergeant.  For  some  years  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  and  in  1868  married 
Harriet  J.,  daughter  of  Isaac  Hall;  they  are  the  parents  of  four  sons,  Hoyt  R., 
Howard  G.,  Fred  and  Edgar,  and  two  daughters,  Irene  and  Clarinda.  Enos  S. 
Hibbard  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  town,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
six  years. 

Avery,  Hyslop  L.,  North  Collins,  was  born  there  December  30,  1835.  His  father, 
Latham  Avery,  came  with  his  parents,  Ebenezer  and  Deborah,  to  North  Collins  in 
1826,  where  they  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  Latham  Aver}^  married  Anna 
Ophelia  Fowler,  from  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  died  in  1846  in  his  forty-seventh  year. 
Hyslop  L.  Avery,  his  son,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming.  In  1858  he  married  Nancy  White,  who  died  in  1863,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Oland  J.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Oshe  White,  who  died  in 
1883,  leaving  three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Mrs.  Orrie  P.  Richmond,  Mrs  Annie  J. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Nora  Sperman,  Millard  F.,  Alice  L.,  Clarence  E.  and  Charley  D.  He 
then  married  Amelia  S.  Richmond,  daughter  of  Lysander  L.  Bardwell  of  Brant,  N. 
Y.    Charlie  D.  died  in  1890. 

Sherman,  David,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  that  town,  January  24,  1841.  His 
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father,  John  Sherman,  came  from  Broadalbin  and  was  a  native  of  Tiverton,  R.  I. 
John  Sherman  married  Sallie  Landon,  and  two  children  survive  them,  David  and 
Susanah,  now  Mrs.  Blasdell.  Through  life  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  came  to  North  Collins  in  1829,  and  for  his  second  wife,  married  Miss  Sarah 
H.  Cowles,  who  died  in  1884;  he  died  July  24,  1887.  David  Sherman  was  educated 
in  North  Collins  and  Oberlin,  Ohio,  after  which  he  clerked  in  his  father's  store.  In 
1866  he  went  to  Missouri  and  engaged  in  farming,  remaining  until  1872,  when  he  re- 
turned to  North  Collins  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  continuing  up  to 
1889.  In  1863  he  married  Miss  Eva  E.,  daughter  of  Elihue  S.  Smith,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Lizzie.  Elihue  S.  Smith,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  North  Collins, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1802.  When  thirteen  years  of  age  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  Cayuga  county;  after  several  years  he  came  to  Erie  county,  where  he  made 
his  home,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  September  15,  1889. 

Domes,  Michael,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  East  Concord,  was  born  in  Germany,  August  11, 
1846,  and  was  a  son  of  August  and  Augusta  Domes,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  Colden  in  1857.  Later  they  moved  to  Concord  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land, 
and  spent  the  last  of  their  days  in  Sardinia.  He  died  October  9,  1889,  and  his  wife 
in  1882.  Michael  Domes  was  reared  in  Germany  and  began  when  a  boy  to  herd 
cattle.  He  worked  out  about  seventeen  years  on  a  farm,  and  in  1880  bought  175  acres 
of  land,  having  put  up  buildings  that  cost  about  $5,000.  Mr.  Domes  started  poor 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  town.  June  13,  1869,  he  married 
Margaret  Barthel,  and  they  have  four  children :  George  J.,  Michael  J.,  Frederick  W. 
and  Augusta  A. 

Mihm,  Andrew,  late  of  Sardinia  (deceased),  was  born  in  Hessen  Cassel,  Germany, 
February  24,  1824,  and  was  a  son  of  Conrad  and  Anna  M.  Mihm,  who  lived  and  died 
in  Germany.  August  6,  1846,  he  married  M.  Cathrine,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
M.  Weisenberger,  of  Saxon  Weimer,  Germany.  April  18,  1848,  they  sailed  for 
America,  arriving  at  Buffalo  June  29  of  the  same  year,  whence  they  went  to  Boston, 
where  they  remained  for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Sardinia  and  bought 
thirty  acres  of  land,  which  he  afterwards  sold  and  since  then  bought  at  different 
times  until  he  owned  500  acres  of  land,  and  became  an  energetic  and  prosperous 
farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mihm  had  seven  children:  Frank,  Mary  A.,  George  C,  Anna 
M.,  Mona  M.,  Carrie  B.  and  Nettie  J.,  of  whom  two  died,  George  and  Nettie.  Mr. 
Mihm  died  August  6,  1885. 

O'Shea,  Richard,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Holland,  born  in  Ireland,  County  Clare,  in  1823, 
is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza  (McMan)  O'Shea.  Mr.  O'Shea  came  to  Buffalo  in  1852 
and  entered  the  service  of  M.  Griffith,  in  a  warehouse ;  later  he  was  engaged  by 
James  C.  Evans,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  worked  for  the  N.  C.  Rail- 
road Company, .  handling  merchandise,  and  in  1859  came  to  Concord,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm.  In  1871  he  came  to  Sardinia  and  bought  a  farm,  making  a 
specialty  of  dairying.  In  1849  he  married  Margaret  O'Gorman,  and  they  have  had 
seven  children ;  Michael,  Richard,  Mary,  Catharine,  Annie,  Ellen  and  Margaret. 

Cook,  Ira  S.,  Sardinia. — The  maternal  grandfather  of  Ira  S.  Cook  was  born  in 
Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  removed  to  Orleans  county,  where  he  died  late  in  the 
fifties.    The  father  of  Ira  S.  Cook  was  Jonathan  Cook,  born  in  1789.    He  lived  in 
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Madison  county  for  a  time  and  followed  farming  while  there.  He  married  Mary 
Graves,  and  then  moved  to  Sardinia,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  followed  farm- 
ing and  stock  speculating.  Their  children  were  Emogene,  deceased;  Waters,  de- 
ceased; Caroline,  and  Elvira,  deceased;  Herman,  deceased;  Harriet  Antoinette, 
died  March  7,  1897-  Eliza,  deceased;  Ira  S.,  born  March  2,  1824;  Orlando,  deceased; 
Erwin,  deceased;  and  Irving  J.,  deceased.  Ira  S.  was  educated  at  the  common 
schools  and  at  Aurora  Academy.  He  followed  farming,  with  the  exception  of 
about  twenty  years,  when  he  was  in  the  mercantile  business  with  his  son.  He  mar- 
ried Maria  A.,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Bigelow.  She  was  born  February 
21,  1827,  and  had  a  good  common  school  education.  They  had  two  children :  James 
A.,  who  was  born  April  20,  1847,  and  died  November  19,  1891;  and  George  W.,  born 
December  10,  1854;  he  is  in  the  mercantile  busmess  at  Sardinia,  where  he  has  car- 
ried it  on  for  twenty-two  years.  He  married  Theodosia  Ryder,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Metta  May  Cook,  born  May  9,  1878,  who  is  now  in  Buffalo  taking  vocal  and 
music  lessons. 

Crosby,  Alden,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  that  town,  February  26,  1839,  son  of  Hiram 
(born  March  30,  1814,  died  July  14,  1885)  and  Maria  (born  December  9,  1817)  (Jack- 
man)  Crosby.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Morton  and  Charlotte  (Wilcox) 
Crosby.  His  mother  is  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Alden  Crosby  is  a 
farmer  in  Sardinia,  and  has  thirty  five  acres,  where  he  has  lived  for  ten  years.  He 
is  a  Republican  and  was  highway  commissioner  for  two  terms.  He  married,  April 
14,  1863,  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Richard  C.  and  Eliza  (Curtis)  Johnson,  who  has  borne 
him  three  children :  Hiram  R.,  deceased;  Byron  A.,  born  November  15,  1865;  and 
Frank  M.,  born  September  3,  1867,  married  Maggie  E.  Bell  and  has  one  child,  Glenn 
M.  Frank  was  educated  at  Springville  Academy,  and  is  now  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Marseilles,  111. 

West,  Benjamin  A.,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  that  town,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  February  17,  1853.  son  of  Frederick  (born  in  Tompkins  county,  January  12, 
1821,  son  of  Ashbel,  born  May  10,  1789,  in  Massachusetts)  and  Huldah  (Thompson) 
West.  Ashbel  West  was  at  the  burning  of  Buffalo  in  the  w^ar  of  1812,  and  came  to 
Sardinia  in  1843 ;  he  died  December  10,  1876,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Hanf ord  (born 
April  22,  1792),  died  June  6,  1869.  Benjamin  A.  West  is  a  farmer  and  a  Democrat. 
The  family  homestead  consists  of  160  acres  and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  forty-five  years.  Mr.  West  married,  August  20,  1893,  Ella,  daughter  of 
Ezra  and  Diantha  (Haynes)  Bull.  A  brother  of  Frederick  West,  Hanford  C,  born 
October  2,  1817,  went  to  Illinois  in  1840  for  five  years,  returned  and  in  1853  went  to 
California,  starting  from  Chicago,  driving  100  head  of  cattle,  six  horses  and  a  mule, 
being  six  months  on  the  way.  After  three  years  he  returned  to  Sardinia  where  he 
has  since  lived.  He  married  in  1857,  Alvira  Newton,  born  March  3,  1836,  in  Jeffer- 
son county. 

Ward,  J.  E.,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Protection,  was  born  in  Holland,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
November  30,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Roger  P.  Ward  and  Lurinda  Ward.  Mr.  Ward 
was  educated  in  Yorkshire  select  schools  and  East  Aurora  Academy.  He  com- 
menced teaching  in  his  nineteenth  year  and  taught  for  seventeen  consecutive  years 
in  the  winter,  and  followed  farming  in  the  summer  season.    October  27,  1868,  he 
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married  Sarah  Orr,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  April  26,  1845.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward 
have  one  daughter,  Lena  Ward,  born  December  30,  1873.  Mr.  Ward  is  a  member  of 
Holland  Lodge  No.  631,  and  Encampment  No.  60,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  K.  of  P.  No.  379 
of  Protection.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  assessor  for  three  years  and  justice 
of  the  peace  for  twenty  years  in  succession,  and  still  holds  the  office. 

Hall,  Lucius  M.,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  June  1,  1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Sarah  (Cutting)  Hall,  farmers  of  Erie  county.  Mr.  Hall  was 
raised  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  since  completing  his  edu- 
cation has  carried  on  general  farming.  In  May,  1872,  he  married  Angusta  Sher- 
man, and  they  have  two  children,  Grace  E.  and  Edward  S. 

Hopkins.  Mrs.  Dudley,  Sardinia. — Dudley  Hopkins,  deceased,  was  born  in  Lon- 
donderry, Vt.,  in  1806,  son  of  Thomas  N.  (born  in  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  in  1776, 
came  to  Sardinia  in  1820  and  died  January  26,  1870),  and  Sallie  (died  July  25,  1851) 
(Howe)  Hopkins.  Dudley  Hopkins  was  a  farmer  at  one  time  of  150  acres,  and  was 
a  Republican.  He  married,  January  6,  1836,  Maria  (born  March  27,  1816,  in  Pownell, 
Vt.),  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Lydia  (Welch)  Wilson,  who  came  to  Perinton,  east  of 
Rochester,  where  he  died ;  she  died  in  Sardinia.  Dudley  Hopkins  was  noted  for  his 
liberality  in  all  his  dealings.  He  and  his  wife  attended  the  M.  E.  church,  of  which 
she  has  been  a  member  since  she  was  twenty- seven  years  old. 

Goldberg,  John  W.,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Sardinia,  1870,  the  son  of 
John  H.  and  Mary  (Croner)  Goldberg,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  John  Croner,  who 
came  to  Buffalo  from  Germany  in  1853,  and  died  in  Sardinia  in  1880.  John  H.  Gold- 
berg came  from  Germany  to  Lancaster  in  1858  with  his  mother  and  four  brothers, 
his  father  having  died  on  the  journey;  three  brothers  are  now  living,  all  farmers. 
John  W.  Goldberg  is  a  farmer.  He  married,  in  1892,  Ida  M.,  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Jane  Cheeseman,  who  came  from  Franklinville  to  Sardinia  in  1854,  and  bought  the 
farm  on  which  Mr.  Goldberg  now  lives.  He  keeps  a  dairy  of  thirty  cows  on  an 
average.  Mr.  Cheeseman  died  in  Sardinia,  April  2,  1886,  and  his  wife  April  15,  1866 ; 
the)^  had  a  family  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Brady,  Charles  P.,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Canada.  November  29,  1865, 
and  was  a  son  of  George  and  Margaret  M.  (Smith)  Brady,  both  born  in  Canada  and 
who  came  to  Sardinia  in  1884,  where  Mr.  Brady  died  in  1888  and  his  widow  is 
living  with  her  son.  Charles  F.  Brady  was  educated  at  Rockford,  Canada,  graduat- 
ing in  1883,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  came  to  Sardinia,  where  he  now^  lives. 
In  1894  he  traded  his  farm  of  208  acres  for  city  property,  and  for  several  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  real  estate  business.  In  1887  he  married  Hattie  B.,  daughter 
of  A.  P.  Carney,  and  they  have  three  children,  Roy  R.,  Charles  R.  and  Florence  E. 
Mr.  Brady  is  a  Republican,  but  not  an  aspirant  to  public  office. 

Freeman,  Howard  B.,  Sardinia,  was  born  inSpringville,  Erie  county,  N.Y.,  August 
28,  1870,  a  son  of  Norman  A.  and  Estella  (Battey)  Freeman,  he  born  in  Springville, 
N.  Y. ,  and  she  in  Lagro  township,  Wabash  county,  Ind.  Norman  A.  was  a  son  of 
Healey  Freeman,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Springville,  and  is  a  miller  by  trade. 
He  lived  in  Springville  and  Gowanda  for  a  number  of  years,  but  at  present  lives  in 
Sardinia,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  N.  A.  Freeman's  parents  were  Marmadude  S.  and  Selinda  W. 
Battey  of  Lagro  township,  Wabash  county,  Ind.    Howard  B.  was  educated  in  Ran- 
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dolph  and  Delavan  and  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  He  began  life  as  a 
clerk  in  Colden  with  Warren  &  French  and  French  Bros.  He  then  went  to  Buffalo 
and  followed  clerking  for  a  while,  afterward  acting  as  traveling  salesman  for  three 
years  and  a  half.  He  was  then  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  for  about  four 
years,  and  m  1896  came  to  Sardinia  and  bought  out  R.  C.  Davidson  and  now  has  the 
leading  store  of  the  place.  October  3,  1894,  Mr.  Freeman  married  Leonora  Lauffee 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Rider,  Seymour,  Sardinia,  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  in  Sardinia,  Octo- 
ber 21,  1849,  son  of  Jerome  B.  and  Eliza  (Nichols)  Rider,  both  natives  of  Sardinia,  he 
a  son  of  Reuben  Rider  and  she  the  daughter  of  Amos  Nichols  of  Rhode  Island. 
Jerome  B.  Rider  died  in  1882,  and  his  widow  lives  in  the  village  of  Sardinia.  Sey- 
mour Rider  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  Springville  Academy.  He  owns 
263  acres  and  follows  dairying.  Mr.  Rider  married,  December  31,  1873,  Adelle  M., 
daughter  of  Wilbur  H.  and  Eliza  (Stewart)  Parker.  They  have  one  son,  Stewart  J., 
born  May  6,  1880. 

Smith,  Loren  D.,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  that  town  July  2,  1834.  He  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Phila  Smith,  mentioned  elsewhere.  Loren  D.  lives  on  the  farm  where  he 
was  born,  which  was  purchased  by  his  father  of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  He 
was  educated  in  Springville  Academy  and  was  long  and  favorably  known  as  a  teacher 
of  common  schools — scores  of  children  having  at  different  times  been  under  his  care 
and  guidance.  Additions  have  been  made  to  the  homestead  farm,  and  it  now  com- 
prises 200  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Smith  has  served  as  justice  for  four  years  and  inspector 
and  clerk  of  elections  almost  continuously  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In 
1866  he  married  Emma  L.  Curtiss,  who  was  born  in  BufPalo,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1844. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Cyrenius  Curtiss,  who  came  to  Sardinia  when  she  was  a  child. 
Educated  at  Buffalo  and  Springville,  she  engaged  in  teaching  and  worked  at  that 
calling  some  time.    Mr.  Curtiss  died  in  Buffalo  and  his  wife  in  Sardinia. 

Shedd,  John  S.,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Sardinia  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns,  April  11,  1872,  son  of  Daniel  (born  in  Sardinia,  December  20,  1831,  a  son  of 
Andrew  W.)  and  Octavia  (born  in  Sardinia,  May  3,  1840)  (Hyde)  Shedd.  Daniel 
Shedd  died  February  8,  1894,  and  his  wife  April  25,  1872.  John  S.  Shedd  was  edu- 
cated at  Arcade  Academy  and  was  graduated  in  1894,  afterwards  taking  a  course  in 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  in  Buffalo.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
in  Sardinia,  owning  2231  acres,  and  making  a  specialty  of  dairying  (keeping 
twenty-five  cows)  and  potato  culture.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  China  Lodge  No.  698.  The  family  of  Andrew  W.  Shedd  consisted  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Smith,  Maland,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  that  town,  February  28,  1826.  and  is  a  son 
of  Isaac  and  Phila  (Palmer)  Smith.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
Aurora  Academy.  He  followed  teaching  for  six  years  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. May  28,  1853,  he  married  Zilpha  S.  Loomis,  and  they  had  two  children  that 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  justice  for  nine  years  and 
town  clerk  for  some  time.  Mr.  Smith's  father  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Herkimer 
county,  N,  Y.,  March  27,  1796.  Mrs.  Phila  Smith's  parents,  Darius  and  Elizabeth 
Palmer,  came  from  Coeymans,  N.  Y.,  to  Albany,  where  they  spent  several  years, 
ff 
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when  they  removed  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where  she  was  born,  March  20,  1803.  He 
was  pressed  into  the  British  army,  but  escaped  and  came  with  his  family  to  Con- 
cord, Erie  county,  N.  Y. 

Wiedemann,  Friedrich,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  Grosfishlingen,  Rhein  Pfalz,  Ger- 
many, March  6,  1835,  son  of  John  A.  and  Margaretha  Wiedemann.  Friedrich  was 
educated  in  Germany.  He  came  to  Buffalo  m  1854,  where  he  remained  four  years, 
going  thence  to  Cattaraugus  county,  where  he  worked  by  the  day.  He  bought  a 
small  farm  to  which  he  added  until  he  had  115  acres  of  woodland;  upon  this  he 
lived  sixteen  years,  then  came  to  Sardinia  and  bought  250  acres,  where  he  now  lives, 
Mr.  Wiedemann  was  drafted  during  the  Rebellion  and  served  one  year  in  Co.  F, 
96th  N.Y.  Vols.  He  was  wounded  in  a  railroad  accident  at  Warrenton  Junction, Va. 
He  was  a  Democrat  up  to  Cleveland's  administration,  when  he  became  a  Repub- 
lican. He  married,  January  1,  1856,  Elisabethe  Mahl,  born  in  Wiesenthal,  Baden, 
Germany;  she  came  to  Buffalo  in  1853  when  a  girl.  She  has  borne  him  seven  chil- 
dren, now  living:  George  F.,  John  A.,  K.  Magdalena,  Anna  F.,  Henry  R.,  Luisa 
and  Maria  Maggie. 

Simons,  Julian  S.,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  that  place,  November  11,  1847,  and 
is  a  son  of  Roderick  and  Francis  M.  (Kingsley)  Simons,  he  born  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
April  30,  1813,  and  came  to  Sardinia  with  his  parents  in  1820,  where  he  spent 
most  of  his  life.  Roderick  Simons  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  Sardinia 
ever  had.  He  was  a  Republican  and  held  nearly  every  office  in  town;  was  super- 
visor and  justice  several  terms  and  was  revenue  assessor  for  some  years.  He  was 
married  in  August,  1836,  to  Francis  Kingsley,  and  they  had  four  children,  of  whom 
two  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Crosby  of  Sardinia  and  the  subject.  Mr.  Simons  died  June 
17.  1880,  and  his  wife  September  7,  1894.  Julian  S.  Simons  has  followed  farming 
and  milling,  and  mercantile  business,  and  he  with  his  father  were  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  lumber,  flour  and  feed  for  about  ten  years,  until  his  father's  death.  He 
then  continued  the  business  alone  for  five  years,  and  sold  to  Strong  &  Williams.  Mr. 
Simons  now  carries  on  cheese  factories,  manufacturing  about  one  hundred  tons  of 
cheese  yearly,  and  also  carries  on  his  farms,  and  in  the  mercantile  business  in  com- 
pany with  H.  B.  Freeman.  June  8,  1873,  he  married  Alice  A.  Bigelow,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Harry  L. ,  Besjsie  D.  and  Lloyd  R.  Mr.  Simons  is  a  Republican, 
but  not  an  aspirant  to  office.  He  is  a  member  of  Arcade  Lodge  No.  419,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  Delevan  Lodge  No.  616,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  Holland  Encampment. 

Rinewalt,  A.  L.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  one  of  the  leading  editors  and 
moulders  of  public  opinion,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  May  4,  1849,  and  educated  in 
the  district  school  and  the  academy  of  his  native  place.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Beloit, 
Wis.,  and  endered  upon  his  apprenticeship  as  a  printer.  He  remained  there  until 
1870,  when  he  returned  east  and  took  a  position  on  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  with  that  paper  until  1879,  when  he  came  to  Williams- 
ville and  established  the  Amherst  Bee,  which  has  become  a  leading  country  paper 
m  Western  New  York.  Mr.  Rinewalt  has  been  successful  as  a  busmess  man  as  well 
as  an  editor,  and  has  always  been  a  promoter  of  enterprises  and  an  exponent  of  pro- 
gress. He  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  construction  of  the  Buffalo  and 
Williamsville  Electric  Road  and  is  one  of  the  stockholders  and  a  director  of  the 
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company.  He  is  also  largely  interested  in  real  estate  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  Williamsville.  He  was  collector  for  the  town  of  Am- 
herst in  1881,  was  trustee  of  Williamsville  for  nine  years,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  eleven  years,  and  for  several  years  past  president  of  the  board,  and  was 
postmaster  during  Harrison's  administration.  September  18,  1878,  Mr.  Rinewalt 
married  Sarah  Filena  Bloker  of  Williamsville.  His  parents  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town  of  Amherst, 

Hopkins,  Mrs.  E.  N.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville. — Timothy  A.  Hopkins,  eldest 
son  of  General  Timothy  S.  Hopkins,  was  born  February  5,  1806,  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Amherst,  and  during  his  youth  aided  his  father  on  the  farm,  receiving  only 
the  ordinary  educational  advantages  of  that  early  day.  In  1826  he  located  in  Elyria, 
Ohio,  and  for  several  years  remained  west  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  of  a 
nature  so  extensive  as  to  employ  agents  in  the  States  of  Michigan,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Kentucky  and  in  different  parts  of  Canada.  In  1831  he  settled  permanently 
in  Williamsville,  where  he  continued  to  reside  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1844, 
after  having  been  in  partnership  with  William  and  John  Horner  a  few  years  in  the 
manufacture  of  plows  at  Williamsville,  he  purchased  the  mill  property  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek  (in  company  with  J.  S.  King  and  J.  S.  Tefft)  of  the  executor  of  the 
estate  of  Oziel  Smith,  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  hydraulic  lime  and  lum- 
ber, and  in  1857  he  became  sole  owner  of  the  whole  establishment  and  carried  on  the 
business  until  1866,  when  he  sold  the  mills  to  Benjamin  Miller.  February  5,  1831, 
Mr.  Hopkins  married  Hannah  Williams,  who  died  April  9,  1856,  leaving  five  children: 
Timothy  Orlando  (since  deceased),  James  A.,  Charles  W.  (deceased)  Horace  G.  and 
George  T.  He  was  again  married  on  August  15,  1866,  to  Elvira  M.  vSawtell,  who 
died  November  30,  1870,  leaving  one  son.  Nelson  S.  His  third  wife,  Elizabeth  N. 
Oswald,  he  married  Juiy  20,  1873,  who  has  one  daughter,  Florence  Augusta.  Mr. 
Hopkins  had  a  successful  military  life  and  was  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  State  militia 
when  he  resigned.  His  civil  life  was  quite  brilliant,  as  he  filled  the  highest  offices 
in  his  town  and  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  sheriff  of  the 
county  for  the  term  ending  January  1,  1850.  The  Democratic  party  elected  him  to 
the  Assembly  in  1863  and  again  in  1864,  where  he  served  on  very  important  commit- 
tees. The  act  of  1863  requiring  the  State  to  build  a  bridge  across  Tonawanda  Creek, 
where  it  is  used  as  a  canal  between  Erie  and  Niagara  counties,  was  secured  by  his 
energy,  and  another  was  secured  the  following  year,  a  work  that  the  members  from 
Erie,  with  almost  yearly  lobbying,  had  failed  to  obtain  since  the  completion  of  that 
canal.  His  perseverance  also  procured  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  from  the  State 
in  1868,  which,  combined  with  $13,000  raised  by  tax  upon  the  town,  enabled  him, 
with  his  associate  commissioners,  to  construct  ditches  for  draining  the  north  part  of 
the  town  of  Amherst,  thereby  reclaiming  several  thousand  acres  of  land  that  were 
often  covered  with  spring  floods,  by  reason  of  the  dam,  placed  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Tonawanda  Creek  for  canal  purposes.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  a  man  of  broad  views  and 
keen  intelHgence.  He  had  been  a  great  reader  all  his  life  and  had  enriched  his  mind 
in  the  refreshing  fields  of  the  best  literature,  and  even  after  he  passed  fourscore 
years  he  continued  to  buy  books  which  he  read  with  eager  interest  and  discussed 
with  an  intelligence  almost  unlooked  for  at  that  age.  The  improvements  in  making 
and  illustrating  books  were  a  delight  to  him,  and  he  would  handle  one  of  the  new 
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editions  with  its  fine  paper  and  bindings,  excellent  print  and  beautiful  illustrations, 
with  a  sparkle  of  enthusiasm,  and  during  his  life  collected  a  large  library  of  choice 
works.  In  early  manhood  he  had  taught  a  district  school  and  always  retained  a 
warm  interest  in  education,  whether  it  related  to  the  curriculum  of  the  colleges  or 
the  methods  of  the  common  or  even  primary  schools.  And  though  he  kept  thus  in 
touch  with  the  times,  and  appreciated  the  modern  conveniences  and  wonderful  scien- 
tific advances  of  the  present  age,  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  past  nor  forgot  the 
debt  that  the  present  generation  owed  to  the  pioneers  of  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
He  feared  that  the  children  would  ignore  the  humble  beginnings  of  their  ancestors 
and  allow  the  story  of  the  old  days  to  be  forgotten,  and  it  was  his  custom  for  many 
years  to  note  down  any  date  or  incident  of  interest,  and  having  a  good  memory  and 
a  familiarity  with  the  history  of  Erie  county  almost  from  the  beginning,  he  was  re- 
ferred to  as  authority  on  these  matters.  He  gave  valuable  assistance  in  furnishing 
data  for  the  histories  of  Erie  county,  and  it  was  a  delight  to  him  to  respond  to  the 
many  letters  that  came  asking  information  on  facts  of  local  history.  Being  full  of 
reminiscence  and  anecdote,  and  naturally  an  entertaining  talker,  he  would  interest 
his  hearers  by  the  hour  in  telling  of  the  primitive  days  when  Buffalo  was  a  village 
surrounded  by  woods  that  swarmed  with  Indians,  and  William sville  was  being  set- 
tled by  sturdy  pioneers  whose  children  are  now  among  its  most  honored  citizens. 
He  died  February  3, 1894.  Sometime  previous  to  his  death  he  commenced  a  history 
of  Amherst,  for  which  work  he  was  exceptionally  well  qualified,  and  the  chaptei;s 
that  were  written  show  a  care  and  thoughtfulness  that  would  have  made  the  com- 
plete work  valuable.  The  family  of  Hopkins  of  Erie  county  belong  to  the  Hopkins 
family  of  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  descendants  of  "John,  the  Miller,"  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  who  have  been  noted  for  generations  for  their  public  spirit,  patriotism 
and  loyalty  to  American  interests.  Their  claim  to  be  Sons  of  the  Revolution  is  due 
to  the  valuable  service  of  Col.  Mark  Hopkins.  Ehud,  Moses  and  Ichabod,  during  the 
Revolution,  as  shown  by  the  town  records  of  Great  Barrington  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state  in  Boston,  Mass. 

Chalmers,  James,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  October 
15,  1844,  and  was  educated  at  Gillespie's  Free  School  in  his  native  city,  where  he 
received  the  medal  for  the  highest  average  in  all  branches  of  the  curriculum.  He 
then  taught  school  in  Edinburgh  for  some  time  and  also  took  up  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist. For  eight  years  he  was  a  worker  in  a  gelatine  factory,  and  with  indomitable 
energy  kept  on  studying,  teaching  and  working  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In 
1872  Mr.  Chalmers  came  to  the  United  States  and  entered  the  Spring  Hammer  Works 
at  Williamsville,  after  which  he  found  employment  in  the  railroad  repair  shops  in 
Susquehanna,  Pa.  In  1873  he  established  the  Gelatine  Works  at  Williamsville, 
which  have  proved  a  great  success  under  his  able  management.  Mr.  Chalmers  has 
not  only  been  a  successful  man  in  business,  but  has  given  much  attention  to  public 
affairs,  his  efforts  always  being  distinctly  in  the  line  of  progress.  He  has  taken 
especial  interest  in  educational  matters  and  is  a  member  of  the  High  School  Board; 
much  of  the  success  of  this  fine  institution,  of  which  Williamsville  is  justly  proud, 
being  due  to  his  intelligent  efforts  in  its  cause.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  and  has  been  trustee  of  the  village  and  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  He  is  very  popular  socially  and  is  a  32d  degree  Mason.  August  23, 
1866,  he  married  Helen  Wilson  of  Peebles,  Scotland. 
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Stevens,  Mrs.  C.  S,,  Amherst,  p.  o.  WiUiamsville.— Oziel  Smith,  son  of  Oziel 
and  Margeret  Walton  Smith,  was  born  in  Clarendon,  Vt. ,  April  19,  1784.  His  an- 
cestors on  both  sides  were  of  English  descent.  With  his  parents  he  moved  to  Livonia, 
N.  Y.,  in  1801.  went  to  Buffalo  in  1808,  and  took  the  contract  for  building  the  first 
court  house  there.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Phebe  Cook  Norton  in  1809  at  Lima,  N. 
Y.,  and  purchased  a  lot  on  Main  street  from  the  Holland  Land  Co.,  the  present 
site  of  the  Tifft  House.  In  the  war  of  1812  his  houses,  with  his  tools  and  plant,  were 
burned.  With  his  family  he  moved  to  WiUiamsville,  where  he  afterwards  resided. 
When  peace  was  proclaimed  Mr.  Smith  again  worked  at  his  trade,  planning  and 
building.  He  was  elected  supervisor,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  represented  his  town 
in  the  Legislature  of  1827.  The  same  year  he  bought  the  property  called  "Mill 
Property"  in  WiUiamsville,  which  included  the  flouring,  cement  and  saw  mills,  and 
village  property.  He  was  an  energetic,  progressive,  liberal  business  man,  laid  out 
village  lots,  employed  many  men  who  moved  in  with  their  families  and  bought 
homes.  For  many  years  WiUiamsville  rapidly  improved.  Mr.  Smith  died  in  1836 
in  his  fifty-second  year.  Previous  to  his  last  illness,  he  had  in  contemplation  many 
general  improvements,  looking  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  village.  Mrs.  Smith 
survived  her  husband  many  years ;  she  was  of  English  descent,  and  born  in  Rich- 
mond, Mass.,  in  1789,  and  died  in  1890  in  the  one  hundred  and  first  year  of  her  age, 
a  space  of  time  covering  the  administration  of  all  our  former  presidents.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  sympathetic  and  intellectual,  with  strength  of  character,  keen  perception  and 
good  judgment,  retaining  her  mental  faculties  to  the  last.  Of  five  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  two  are  living:  Mrs.  M.  S.  Graves  of  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Stevens  of  WiUiamsville,  N.  Y. 

Grove,  L.  L.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  WiUiamsville,  was  born  in  WiUiamsville,  N.  Y. , 
April  9,  1859,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  His  first  business  under- 
taking was  in  the  grocery  line,  from  which  he  changed  into  the  flour  and  feed  busi- 
ness. In  1882  he  went  to  Tonawanda  and  engaged  in  manufacturing  for  some  time; 
he  afterwards  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1888  went  into  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  Buffalo.  When  the  Buffalo  and  WiUiamsville  Railway  was  opened  in  1893 
lie  became  treasurer  of  the  company,  to  which  office  he  now  gives  his  undivided  at- 
tention. In  1886  Mr.  Grove  married  Hattie  A.  Frederick  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Bettie  M.  and  Charles  C.  Mr.  Grove  is  a  Mason  of  good  standing,  and 
a  stockholder  in  the  Buffalo  and  WiUiamsville  Railway  Company.  His  parents  were 
Charles  C.  and  Harriet  N.  (Driesbach)  Grove. 

Chalmers,  James,  jr.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  WiUiamsville,  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, October  28,  1867,  and  is  the  oldest  of  eight  children.  He  received  a  common 
school  education  in  the  WiUiamsville  (N.  Y.)  public  school,  and  then  took  a  course  in 
bookkeeping,  etc.,  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  Buffalo.  Since  leaving 
college  his  entire  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  gelatine  with  his 
father  at  their  extensive  works  in  WiUiamsville.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Odd  Fellows  and  Maccabees.  In  politics  Mr.  Chalmers  is  a  Republican 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  some  important  positions;  he  was  excise  commis- 
sioner of  the  town  of  Amherst  ior  two  years.  In  1893  he  married  Annie  Montgom- 
ery of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  James  Robert. 

Albert,  D.  B.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  WiUiamsville,  was  born  in  Clarendon,  Orleans 
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county,  March  31,  1867,  and  was  educated  in  the  Holly  Union  School  and  Brockport 
Normal  He  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  since  1885  and  has  by  his  own  efforts  ad- 
vanced himself  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  leading  instructors  and  educators  of  the 
State.  He  taught  one  year  in  Clarendon  Graded  School,  was  principal  of  the  Union 
School  of  Bergen,  Genesee  county,  for  three  years  and  resigned  that  position  to  be- 
come principal  of  the  Williamsville  High  School  in  1895.  He  has  raised  the  status 
of  this  school  to  a  high  standard  and  has  added  to  his  previous  brilliant  record.  Pro- 
fessor Albert  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Maccabees.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth A.  Evarts,  and  they  have  one  son,  Evart  E.  Albert. 

Allen,  W.  L.,  M.  D.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Can- 
ada, and  was  educated  for  his  profession  in  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  the  Ontario 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Toronto,  He  was  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Ridgeway,  Ontario,  prior  to  studying  medicine  and  began  practice  in  1878. 
He  became  a  resident  of  Williamsville  in  April,  1896.  Dr.  Allen  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  twenty-six  years  and  has  filled  all  the 
chairs  in  the  order.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and 
has  been  coroner  and  health  officer  in  different  localities.  In  1880  Dr.  Allen  married 
Jessie  Devine,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  H.  Devine  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Westland,  S.  A.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  March  16, 
1859,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  His  father  died  when  he  was  only  eight 
years  old  and  he  has  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  which  he  has  done  very 
successfully.  He  learned  the  milling  trade  and  followed  it  for  seventeen  years,  dur- 
ing ten  of  which  he  was  foreman  of  a  mill.  He  was  trustee  of  the  village  three  terms, 
treasurer  of  union  school  and  has  been  town  clerk  for  six  years.  In  1889  he  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  and  has  a  fine  store,  with  residence  adjoining.  In  1884  he 
married  Jennie  Snyder. 

Haupt,  C.  L,,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  May  16, 
1850,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  the  same  year.  They  first  settled  in 
Richville,  N.  Y.,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Hunt's  Corners,  where  they  remained 
some  years,  when  they  came  to  Williamsville.  They  next  went  to  Akron,  N.  Y., 
and  Mr.  Haupt  finally  settled  in  Williamsville  in  1866,  and  there  learned  his  trade. 
He  has  been  in  business  for  himself  twenty  years  and  almost  the  whole  period  at  his 
present  stand.  He  has  been  village  clerk  for  twenty- five  years  and  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  has 
been  delegate  to  important  conventions,  and  is  at  the  present  time  a  notary  public^ 
Mr.  Haupt  married  Mary  Gabriel  in  1871,  and  they  have  one  adopted  daughter,  Mrs. 
J.  T.  Hoffman  of  Williamsville.  Mr.  Haupt' s  parents  were  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
(Schneider)  Haupt,  both  natives  of  Germany.  His  mother  died  in  Akron,  September 
2,  1866,  and  his  father,  who  is  eighty-three  years  old,  is  living  with  him  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Lehn,  John,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  March  18, 
1826,  and  moved  to  Williamsville  when  an  infant.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Frick)  Lehn  ;  the  former  died  July  25,  1872,  and  the  latter  October  28,  1886.  He 
learned  the  harness  trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  for  forty-seven  years,  and 
in  April,  1895,  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  business.    In  1875  Mr.  Lehn  married 
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Amelia  L.  Coe  and  they  have  one  son,  Henry  C.  Lehn,  born  in  1881.  Mrs,  Lehn's 
parents  were  John  and  Susan  Coe,  both  natives  of  England,  and  were  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Amherst.    Mr.  Coe  died  in  1871  and  his  wife  in  1891. 

Baker,  W.  H.,  M.  D.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williams ville,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  N.  Y., 
September  8,  1866,  a  son  of  H.  S.  and  Susan  (Gipple)  Baker,  both  of  whom  are  living 
in  Williamsville.  The  family  dates  back  to  Revolutionary  times  in  this  county,  and 
Dr.  Baker's  great-grandparents  were  involved  in  the  Wyoming  massacre,  although 
they  escaped.  Dr.  Baker  was  educated  in  the  Parker  Union  School  and  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  He  opened  an  office  in  Williams- 
ville, April  15,  1890,  and  has  since  practiced  here.  He  also  has  an  office  at  610  Main 
street,  Buffalo,  where  he  is  to  be  found  every  day,  and  where  he  gives  his  entire  at- 
tention to  the  treatment  of  hernia,  varicocele,  hydrocele  and  all  genito-urinary  dis- 
eases, in  which  line  he  is  a  most  prominent  and  successful  specialist.  In  1892  the 
doctor  married  Mary  L.  Gold,  and  they  have  one  son,  Cecil. 

Brunner,  Valentine,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Wilhamsville,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1827, 
and  in  1831  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town  of  Amherst.  He  has  resided  in  this  town  all  his  life  and  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful farmer.  In  1848  he  married  Mary  Hoak,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons:  John, 
who  died  after  reaching  manhood ;  and  Joseph,  who  lives  in  Cheektowaga.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Brunner  married  Mary  Kuhn,  and  they  had  eleven 
children:  George,  Andrew,  Mary,  Lena, Jacob,  Annie.  Frank,  Kate,  Charles,  Francis, 
and  one  who  died  in  childhood. 

Dodge,  J.  A.  C,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Wilhamsville,  is  the  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  honored  names  in  Williamsville.  He  was  born  in  this  village,  April 
2,  1871,  and  was  educated  in  Buffalo,  De  Veaux  College  at  Suspension  Bridge,  and 
Cook  Academy  at  Havana,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason  and  member  of  Hiram 
Lodge  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Lake  Erie  Com- 
mandery  No.  20,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  an  advanced  Odd  Fellow,  charter 
member  and  past  grand  of  the  lodge  at  Williamsville,  a  member  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Encampment  No  8,  and  Canton  Buffalo  No.  5,  P.  M.  ;  also  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  Club  at  Buffalo  and  the  Williamsville  Hose  Company.  Mr.  Dodge's  parents 
were  J.  Wayne  and  Marie  A.  (Strickler)  Dodge.  J.  Wayne  Dodge  was  a  prominent 
farmer  and  miller,  and  the  Dodge  Roller  Mills,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  June 
15,  1894,  bore  his  name.    He  died  November  29,  1889,  and  Mrs.  Dodge  is  still  living. 

Hovey,  Anthony,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  son  of  John  and  Kate  Hovey, 
natives  of  Germany,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  November  9,  1866,  where  he  has 
been  a  successful  hotel-keeper  for  eight  years.  He  became  proprietor  of  the  Man- 
sion House,  Williamsville,  in  1894,  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  best  suburban  hotels 
in  Erie  county.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Williamsville  Hose  Company,  in  which  the  village  takes  much  pride.  In  1887 
Mr.  Hovey  married  Katie  Diehl. 

Hoffman,  Milton  J.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  De- 
cember 1,  1861.  He  was  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  for  eleven  years,  and 
then  purchased  the  hardware  establishment  which  he  has  conducted  successfully  for 
seven  years.    He  owns  several  stores  in  Williamsville,  and  is  prominently  identified 
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with  its  interests  in  many  ways.  He  was  trustee  of  the  village  in  1895  and  was 
elected  president  in  the  spring  of  1896,  and  was  re-elected  and  will  hold  until  March, 
1897 ;  also  was  elected  town  clerk  by  the  town  and  will  serve  until  March,  1899.  In 
1889  Mr.  Hoffman  married  Cora  B.  Long,  and  they  have  three  children:  Jewett  M. , 
Russell  L.  and  Henry  M. 

Wehrle,  D.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  11, 
1824,  and  came  to  America  in  1848.  He  learned  the  trade  of  furniture  maker  in 
Germany  and  worked  at  it  for  a  year  in  Buffalo.  In  1849  he  came  to  Williamsville 
and  started  in  business  for  himself,  and  from  1852  until  1873  he  carried  on  the  whole- 
sale manufacture  of  furniture,  since  which  date  he  has  confined  himself  to  the  retail 
business  and  undertaking.  He  has  been  very  successful  and  owns  one  of  the  best 
blocks  in  Williamsville.  In  1851  Mr.  Wehrle  married  Margaret  Daniel,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children,  of  whom  only  one  is  now  living,  Mrs.  George  Beach.  She  has 
three  children,  Albert  G.,  Stanley  L.  and  Laura.  He  was  town  collector  in  1869, 
supervisor  in  1873,  and  has  been  trustee  of  the  village  several  terms.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  Williamsville  in  1854  and  is  the  only 
one  living  of  seven  members  that  assisted  in  organizing  the  party. 

Long,  Howard,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  May  20, 
1871,  and  has  been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  except  a  short  time  spent  in  the 
shoe  business  in  Buffalo.  In  December,  1892,  he  married  Charlotte  Dreisbach,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Harry  D.  Mr.  Long's  parents  were  Abraham  and  Martha 
(Koch)  Long.  His  father  died  April  27,  1872,  and  his  mother  October  4,  1886.  His 
grandfather,  John  Long,  was  a  native  of  Canada,  but  came  to  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  1812.    His  grandmother,  Nancy  (Bowman)  Long,  is  still  living. 

Steinbrenner,  George  H.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Miller)  Steinbrenner,  natives  of  Germany,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  Janu- 
ary 14,  1863.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  meat  business  eleven  years,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1892,  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Abel,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stein- 
brenner &  Abel,  of  which  he  is  the  senior  member.  May  10,  1888,  he  married 
Sophia  Britting,  and  they  have  three  children:  Clarence,  Allen  and  Grace  Ethel, 
born  March  21,  1897.  Mr.  Steinbrenner  has  been  trustee  of  the  village  for  two 
terms  and  is  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department,  and  a  member  of  the  hose  com- 
pany and  Odd  Fellows, 

Spalding,  Loren,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  August 
25,  1825.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  has  been  engaged  therein  all  his 
business  life.  He  married  Martha  Johnson,  September  30,  1851,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Calvin  P.  and  Bertha  E.  Miss  Spalding  is  a  teacher  in  Williamsville,  of 
high  standing  and  very  popular.  Calvin  P.  is  a  jeweler,  resides  in  Buffalo,  and  is 
married.  Mr.  Spalding's  parents  were  Luther  and  Sally  (Stocker)  Spalding,  natives 
of  Connecticut.  Luther  Spalding  came  to  Erie  county  in  1820,  and  was  the  first 
physician  in  Amherst.  He  died  September  23,  1860;  one  sister  in  Amherst  and  one 
in  California  survive  him ;  two  of  his  sisters  and  one  brother  are  deceased. 

Kline,  John  H.,  Amherst,  p.  o,  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Erie  county,  October 
17,  1841.  He  learned  the  trade. of  wheelright  and  followed  the  building  business  un- 
til two  years  ago,  when  he  went  into  the  mercantile  business  in  Williamsville,  where 
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he  has  a  fine  store  and  carries  a  large  and  carefully  selected  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise. In  1875  he  married  Martha  J.  Brown,  and  they  had  six  children:  Wallace 
C,  James  A.,  George  H.,  Wilham  A.,  Clara  A.  and  Mabel  E. 

Wolf,  George  J.  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  July  26,  1841, 
and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  his  town  for  many  years.  He  was  collector 
in  1871  and  subsequently  was  highway  commissioner  for  three  years.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  supervisor  and  so  satisfactorily  has  he  discharged  his  duties  that  he  has  been 
re-elected  every  term  since.  He  married,  in  the  year  1868,  Christina  Werkley,  who 
was  born  February  10,  1849,  and  they  have  five  children:  George  H.,  Charles  H., 
Clara  E.,  Julia  and  Annie  L.  Mr.  Wolf's  parents  were  Jacob  and  Margaret  Wolf, 
both  natives  of  Germany.  He  came  to  America  when  eight  years  of  age  and  his 
wife  when  six  years  of  age. 

Youngs,  Francis  H.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  January 
22,  1846,  where  he  has  always  resided.  He  has  a  fine  quarry  on  his  farm,  which  was 
first  opened  by  his  father,  and  he  is  well  known  all  over  this  part  of  the  State  as  a 
successful  dealer  in  lime  and  stone.  Mr.  Youngs  married  Emma  Valentine,  who 
died  July  17,  1896,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children:  Lemuel  V.,  Jasper  B.,  Emma 
Frances  and  Olive  Louise.  Jasper  B.  graduated  from  the  Williamsville  High  School 
and  also  took  a  course  at  Colgate  Academy,  and  has  since  followed  teaching.  Mr. 
Youngs's  parents  were  Jasper  B.  and  Jane  Ann  Youngs.  Jasper  B.  was  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1811,  and  was  a  leading  man  of  his  day,  having  held  various  important  offices, 
among  them  that  of  supervisor  and  member  of  assembly.  His  father  was  James 
Smith  Youngs,  who  was  born  in  New  England,  September  14,  1777. 

Fruehauf,  J.  C,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany, 
September  6,  1850,  and  landed  in  America  with  his  parents  September  6,  1851.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  and  he  was  reared  to  that  occupation.  He  was  in  the  meat 
busmess  in  Buffalo  for  three  years,  and  the  flour,  feed  and  grocery  business  he  has 
conducted  in  Snyder  for  twenty-two  years.  Mr.  Fruehauf  has  been  remarkably 
successful  in  all  of  his  undertakings  and  is  to-day  a  large  property  owner  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen.  In  1873  he  married  Katharine  Arnitz  and  they  have  three 
daughters :  Clara,  Rosa  and  Eugenia. 

Metz,  Benjamin,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  March  31,  1834,  and  has 
been  a  farmer  all  of  his  life.  He  married  Harriet  Staley,  January  18,  1866,  and  they 
have  three  sons:  Harvey  S.,  Warren  M.  and  Benjamin  F.  Mr.  Metz's  parents,  John 
and  EUzabeth  (Martin)  Metz,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Long,  E.  H.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Long,  was 
born  at  Pine  Hill,  Cheektowaga,  N.  y.,  March  28,  1845.  He  was  first  engaged  in 
farming  and  later  in  contracting,  which  he  has  followed  up  to  the  present,  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  spent  in  Buffalo  in  the  flour  and  feed  business.  He  also 
conducts  an  extensive  coal  business  and  has  the  coal  agency  for  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad.  Mr.  Long  married  Elizabeth  F.  Foglesonger,  who  died  in  1895,  leaving 
five  children:  H.  E.  Long,  M.  D. ;  W.  E.,  Chester  A.,  Jennie  E.  and  Etta  M. 

Regan,  Frank  J.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October 
1,  1839,  is  a  son  of  Morris  and  Mary  (Sheridan)  Regan,  both  born  in  Ireland  and 
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came  to  Philadelphia  in  1830,  then  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  both  died  in  1863. 
Frank  J.  Regan  was  reared  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  was  there  educated.  He  went 
to  Missouri  with  his  parents  and  there  enlisted  in  17th  111.  Inft.  and  served  three 
years,  and  was  at  the  battles  of  Shilo,  Fort  Donaldson  and  Frederickstown ;  also  seven 
months  in  IstN.  Y.  Engmeers,  Co.  L.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Regan  worked  for 
the  United  States  on  lighthouse  work  on  lakes  and  after  four  years  on  railroad  work. 
In  1886  he  came  to  East  Aurora,  where  he  has  been  foreman  of  the  manufacturing 
department  of  Darbee,  Peck  &  Bro.  He  was  married  in  1870  to  Mary  E.  Smith,  and 
they  have  three  children,  William,  Mary  and  Luther.  Mr.  Regan  is  a  Republican; 
a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F,  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master; 
he  is  also  high  priest  of  the  East  Aurora  Chapter  No.  383,  R.  A.  M.,  Hugh  De  Payens 
Commandery  No.  30,  K.  T. ,  of  Buffalo,  Ismalia  Temple  of  Buffalo  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  past  grand  of  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge  No.  643,  I.  O.  O.  F,,  and  past 
commander  of  Arthur  Smith  Post  No.  506,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  N.  Y. 

Rudolph,  L.  C,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  was  born  in  Bennington,  Wyoming 
county,  N.  Y.,  April  3,  1855,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Catherine  Rudolph,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1848,  settling  in  Wyoming  county,  where  Mrs. 
Rudolph  died  in  1867  and  where  Mr.  Rudolph  now  resides.  L.  C.  Rudolph  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Wyoming  county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  has  since  been  a  builder  and  contractor.  He  moved  to  East 
Aurora  in  September,  1880,  where  he  now  resides,  and  has  a  fine  residence  which  he 
built  in  1889.  In  1878  he  married  Maggie  Kilranof  Wyoming  county,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Lizzie,  George  and  Sanford.  Mrs.  Rudolph  died  March  17,  1893,  and 
in  1894  Mr.  Rudolph  married  Matilda  Redfoot  of  Bennington,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Esther.  Mr.  Rudolph  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  Aurora 
Borealis  Lodge  No.  643,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  R.  A.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  East  Aurora 
Tent.  K.  O.  T.  M. 

Graves,  Alexander,  Aurora,  p.  o.  South  Wales,  born  in  Vermont,  town  of  Paw- 
let,  February  6,  1816,  is  a  son  of  Amos  and  Betsey  (Spencer)  Graves,  both  born 
in  Vermont  and  there  lived  and  died.  Alexander  Graves  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  married  to  Rhoda  Eddy  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they  had  nine  children,  only  three  sons  living:  Zain,  the  oldest,  works 
the  home  farm ;  Dwight  and  Horatio  live  in  Colden.  In  1848  Mr.  Graves  came  to 
Aurora  and  now  owns  190  acres  of  land.  He  was  first  a  Whig  and  is  now  a  Repub- 
lican, Rhoda,  his  wnfe,  died  April  30,  1897,  and  was  buried  in  the  South  Wales 
cemetery. 

Lamb,  Clarence,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  June  33,  1853, 
is  a  son  of  Erastus  and  Emma  Lamb.  He  was  educated  in  Aurora  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  was  deputy  postmaster  under  his  father.  Later  he  engaged  in  the 
tannery  business  for'  three  years  and  then  went  to  Buffalo,  where  he  learned  the 
photographer's  business  and  later  the  jeweler's  trade.  He  was  employed  by  Hobbs 
&  Pierce  in  the  jewelry  business  and  remained  with  them  four  years,  when,  in  1883, 
he  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  for  himself.  In  1893  he  engaged  in  real  estate 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  was  married  m  1887  to  Louise  D.  Bodimer 
of  Eima,  and  they  have  one  daughter  and  one  son,  Florence  E.  and  Richard  K.  Mr. 
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Lamb  is  a  member  of  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge  No.  642,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  organized  the 
Cazenovia  Fire  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  six  years  foreman.  His  father  died 
March  30.  1892. 

Havens,  Charles,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Wales,  in  July,  1848,  is  a  son 
of  Edwin  and  Minerva  (Tigner)  Havens.  Edwin  Havens  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land, Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  August  4,  1817;  the  same  winter  his  parents,  Peleg  and 
Lydia  (Gordon)  Havens,  both  natives  of  Westmoreland,  came  to  Wales,  making  the 
trip  with  an  ox  team.  Edwin  Havens  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  still  resides  in 
Wales.  He  and  his  son  Charles  were  members  of  Co.  H,  8th  Regt.  N.  Y.  Heavy 
Art.,  and  enlisted  December  25,  1863,  and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  They 
fought  in  many  of  the  hardest  battles  and  Charles  was  taken  prisoner  at  Reams 
Station,  where  he  remained  one  hour,  when  he  escaped.  Mrs.  Havens  died  in  May, 
1895,  and  Mr.  Havens  resides  on  the  farm  with  his  son.  Charles  Havens  married  in 
1871,  Maggie  Horner,  and  they  have  three  children. 

Peek,  Charles,  Aurora,  p..  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Aurora,  March  14,  1849,  is  a  son 
of  John  W.  Peek  and  grandson  of  George  and  Ann  (Whisler)  Peek,  both  born  in 
England  and  in  1835  came  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Bennington,  N.  Y. ,  and  after  fifteen 
years  to  Aurora,  where  the}^  lived  and  died.  John  W.  Peek  was  born  in  England 
and  came  to  England  with  his  parents  when  a  young  man ;  for  some  years  he  was  a 
sailor  on  the  lakes  and  afterwards  engaged  in  teaming  and  finally  took  up  farming, 
and  owns  a  farm  in  Elma,  where  he  now  resides.  Charles  Peek  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  Aurora,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  began  working  on  a  farm  by 
the  month,  then  as  teamster  for  his  uncle,  and  worked  on  the  stock  farm  of  C.  J. 
Hamlin.  He  then  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  has 
conducted  the  livery  business  on  Main  street;  he  has  also  carried  the  mail  for  twenty 
years.  In  1872  he  married  Hattie  Dodge  of  Elma,  and  they  have  four  children.  He 
is  a  member  of  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge  No.  642,  L  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  R.  A. 

Vigneron,  Alphonse,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1861, 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  (Hickey)  Vigneron,  he  born  in  France  and  she  in  Cana- 
da. The  father  of  Alphonse  came  to  Buffalo  when  twenty-one  years  old  and  was  a 
stone  mason  for  several  years,  when  he  moved  to  Aurora  on  the  farm  of  145  acres  his 
widow  now  owns,  and  followed  farming  until  his  death  on  November  28,  1891.  Al- 
phonse Vigneron  was  educated  at  St.  Joseph's  College  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  farmer 
and  owns  real  estate  in  South  Dakota,  where  he  and  a  sister  went  in  1885  and  re- 
turned in  1890.    He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

Waters,  Harrison  P.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  November 
6,  1813,  is  a  son  of  Thurston  and  Julia  (Henshaw)  Waters,  who  came  from  Rutland 
county,  Vt.,  to  Hamburg  in  1803.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  came  to  Aurora  in 
1810  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  where  West  Falls  now  stands ;  he  was  killed  by  the 
falling  of  a  tree  in  1834,  and  his  wife  died  in  1838.  Harrison  P.  Waters  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  school.  He  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade 
and  carried  on  the  boot,  shoe  and  grocery  business  at  West  Falls  for  over  thirty 
years.  He  has  owned  several  farms  which  he  has  sold  and  now  leads  a  retired  life. 
He  married,  March  18,  1841,  Angeline  Cutter,  and  she  died  in  October,  1888;  they 
had  four  children:  Julia  (wife  of  James  M.  Francis  of  West  Falls),  Angeline,  (wife  of 
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Albert  Haight,  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.),  Henry  H.  (of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  metallic  bedsteads),  and  Lucius  W. 
(died  in  December,  1893).  Mr.  Waters  was  a  Whig  and  is  now  a  Democrat.  He 
has  been  justice  about  twenty  years,  postmaster  for  three  years,  and  was  constable 
and  deputy  sheriff ;  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Excise  of  the  town  of  Aurora 
for  nine  years;  has  voted  at  every  election  since  1834,  including  sixteen  presidential 
elections ;  his  last  presidential  vote  was  for  Palmer  &  Buckner  and  honest  money. 

Snashell,  J.  E.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  born  in  England,  county  of  Kent, 
August  9,  1846,  is  a  son  of  George  and  Harriet  Snashell,  born  in  England  where  he 
died ;  his  wife  is  still  living.  J.  E.  Snashell  was  reared  and  educated  in  England, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  after  six  years  came  to  Griffin's 
Mills,  where  he  engaged  in  the  milling  business.  In  1884  he  came  to  West  Falls 
and  purchased  the  West  Falls  Mills,  and  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
Mr.  Snashell  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  was  postmaster  during  Cleveland's  ad- 
ministration. He  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Pliny  A.  Haynes,  and  they  had  six 
children.  Mr.  Snashell  is  a  member  of  Livingston  Lodge  No.  155,  F.  &  A.  M. 
William  P.  Haynes,  born  in  Aurora  on  the  farm  he  owns,  June  28,  1859,  is  a  son  of 
Pliny,  a  son  of  Moses  Haynes,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who,  about  1808  came  to 
Aurora  and  settled  on  eighty-three  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  William  P.  now 
owns,  and  there  lived  and  died  a  farmer.  Pliny  Haynes  was  born  in  Vermont  and 
about  1808  came  to  Aurora  and  there  lived  and  died.  His  wife  was  Mary  Train  of 
Vermont,  and  they  had  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living.  He  died  January 
13,  1890,  and  his  wife  September  15,  1889. 

Brown,  Cyrus,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  born  in  Athol,  Mass.,  May  5,  1824,  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Dulcina  (Fletcher)  Brown,  both  born  in  Massachusetts  and  in  1839 
came  to  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  March  20,  1876,  aged  ninety  years, 
and  his  wife  died  when  this  subject  was  a  mere  child.  His  second  wife,  Malinda 
Sterns,  died  about  1873.  Cyrus  Brown  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  New  Salem  Academy,  Mass.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade 
of  his  father  and  has  followed  it  and  farming.  He  came  to  Cattaraugus  county  in 
1847  and  in  1849  to  West  Falls,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  married,  January 
13,  1846,  to  Caroline  Hazzard  of  Triangle,  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  two 
children,  W.  Emmett  (who  died  November  24,  1859)  and  George  E.  (who  married 
Kate  Haine,  daughter  of  V.  Haine  of  Griffin's  Mills,  and  died  November  20,  1893, 
aged  thirty  years).  Mrs.  Brown  died  February  17,  1894,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  Mr. 
Brown  is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  E.  A,  U. 

Haight,  Henry,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  born  in  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. ,  in  1815,  is  a 
son  of  Ambrose  and  Clara  Lapham,  who  came  from  Glens  Falls  to  Seneca  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Collins,  Erie  county  in  1830.  Mr.  Haight  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  has  been  a  farmer  and  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  came  to  Aurora  in  1845,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  owns  about  sixty 
acres  of  land.  He  was  married  in  1838  to  Sarah  Sisson,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Albert  (now  Judge  Haight  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.),  Franklin  (deceased),  and  Eliza  (wife  of 
Walter  Reading  of  West  Falls).  Mr.  Haight  was  a  Whig  and  has  been  a  Repulican 
since  the  organization  of  the  party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  first  convention  held 
in  Buffalo.    He  is  a  Free  Mason  and  was  a  member  of  the  lodge  at  Colden. 
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Gail,  William  Henry,  M.  D.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  son  of  Rufus  and  Maria 
Storms  Gail,  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Gail,  a  pioneer  of  Western  New  York, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wales,  October  31,  1840,  reared  in  Aurora,  received  his 
education  at  the  Aurora  Academy,  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Jabez  Allen  in  1860.  In  1862,  after  having  attended  two  full  courses  at  the  medical 
college,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  I,  116th  N.  Y.  Infantry,  served  three  months, 
was  discharged  that  he  might  accept  the  appointment  of  medical  cadet,  U.  S.  A. 
Served  in  that  capacity  in  Stanton  General  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  De- 
cember 9,  1863,  when  he  was  discharged  by  reason  of  expiration  of  his  term. 
Returned  home,  took  private  examinations  at  Buffalo  Medical  College,  went  to 
Albany,  passed  examination  at  Surgeon  General's  office  and  was  commissioned  as- 
sistant surgeon  18th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  and  continued  in  the  service  in  various  positions, 
the  last  being  in  charge  of  the  3d  U.  S.  Infantry,  until  1866,  when  he  returned  to 
East  Aurora,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  practice.  December  5, 
1866,  he  was  married  to  Julia,  the  only  daughter  of  William  Wallace,  the  well  known 
civil  engineer  and  pioneer  railroad  builder  of  Western  New  York.  Mrs.  Gail  died 
October  7,  1890,  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daughter;  one  son,  the  first  born,  died  in 
its  infancy.  Dr.  Gail  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  New  York 
State  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he 
has  been  vice-president  and  president,  and  is  also  a  member  of  various  fraternities. 

Kyser  &  Steckmeyer,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora. — This  firm  is  composed  of  Chris- 
topher Kyser  and  Joseph  Steckmeyer.  Mr.  Kyser,  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  De- 
cember 25,  1849,  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Deckha  Kyser,  who  came  to  Buffalo  in  1853 
and  then  to  Elma,  where  his  wife  died  in  1883.  Mr.  Kyser  was  educated  in  Buffalo 
and  Elma  and  was  a  farmer  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  East  Aurora,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  monumental  business.  He  married,  in  1869,  Sarah  L.  Shaller 
of  Elma,  and  they  have  three  children,  Rosa,  Harry  and  Minett.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Empire  State  Degree  of  Honor.  Mr.  Steckmeyer,  born  in  Alsace,  Germany, 
September  1,  1850,  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Catharine  Steckmeyer.  He  was  educated 
in  German  and  also  in  French,  and  in  1872  came  to  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county, 
where  after  four  years  he  removed  to  Greece,  Monroe  county,  where  he  remained 
five  years,  when  in  1881  he  came  to  East  Aurora,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
married  Sophia  E.  Marshall  of  East  Aurora,  and  they  have  three  children,  Fran- 
cis, Paul  and  Catharine,    He  is  a  member  of  Empire  State  Degree  of  Honor. 

Kelsey,  F.  D.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Marilla,  Erie  county,  February 
23,  1855,  is  a  son  of  William  C.  and  Abigail  M.  Kelsey,  both  born  in  New  York  and 
about  1835  came  to  Marilla,  where  they  now  reside.  The  grandfather,  Thomas  Kel- 
sey, was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Marilla,  where  he  lived  and  died.  F.  D.  Kel- 
sey was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  East  Aurora  Academy.  He  followed 
farming  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  learned  the  jewelry  trade, 
and  in  1881  engaged  in  the  same  business  for  himself,  where  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  was  married  m  1879  to  Lillie  E.  Gross  of  Wales,  and  they  had  one 
son,  Walter  F.  Mr.  Kelsey  is  a  member  of  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge  No  642, 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Taber,  W.  K.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Wales,  N.  Y.,  September  21, 
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1839,  is  a  son  of  Helen  and  Sallie  (King)  Taber.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated in  Wales  and  Aurora  Academy  and  has  followed  farming  in  general  in  Erie 
county.  He  was  married  in  1864  to  Mary  A.  Prentice,  daughter  of  Horace  and  Lucy 
Prentice,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  Harry  P.,  Horace  P.,  Lucy,  Helen  and 
William  B.  Mr.  Taber  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  has  been  assessor  of  Aurora 
six  years  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  since  the  Union  School  was 
started.    He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  R.  A. 

Wright,  William  D.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Stephentown,  Rensselaer 
county,  N.  Y.,  October  13,  1829,  is  a  son  of  Leonard  A.  and  Clarrissa  Wright,  both 
born  in  Eastern  New  York.  The  grandfather,  Jacob  Wright,  was  an  early  settler 
in  Eastern  New  York.  The  father  of  William  was  a  farmer  and  came  to  Wales  in 
1834,  where  he  died  in  1851,  and  his  wife  in  1844.  Mr.  Wright  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  has  been  a  farmer  and  speculator  in  stock 
and  now  has  480  acres  of  land  in  Wales  and  130  acres  in  Aurora.  He  has  made  his 
own  property  and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  East  Aurora.  He  was  married  in 
1852  to  Abigail  Virgil  of  Wales,  and  they  had  four  children,  Elmore  V.,  M.  J.,  Ger- 
trude and  Grace. 

Barry,  Thomas  L.,  M.  D.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
January  24,  1838,  is  a  son  of  Richard  Barry,  a  native  of  Ireland.  Dr.  Barry  was 
educated  in  Toronto  until  nine  years  of  age,  when  he  was  put  to  work  until  nineteen 
years  old,  when  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  attended  the  district  school  two 
winters.  He  began  the  stud}:  of  medicine  in  1870,  under  Dr.  Havens  of  East  Aurora, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  in  February,  1874,  He  began 
his  practice  in  Spring  Brook,  then  came  to  East  Aurora,  where  he  has  had  a  very 
successful  practice,  and  in  1890  began  the  drug  business.  Dr.  Barry  was  married 
May  4,  1861,  to  Mary  J.  Kent,  daughter  of  Elbridge  G.  Kent  of  Wales  Center,  N.  Y. 
They  have  one  son,  Ray  K.,  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo. 

Geib,  W.  H.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Sullivan  county.  N.  Y.,  April  13, 
1855,  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Catharine  (Mauler)  Geib,  both  born  in  Germany  and  very 
early  settlers  of  Delaware,  Sullivan  county ;  he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  also  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  and  died  in  1858;  his  wife  died  in  1893.  W.  H.  Geib  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  engaged  in  lumbering  and  came 
to  East  Hamburg  in  1888,  and  1893  came  to  East  Aurora  and  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
lumber,  shingles,  coal,  wood,  lime,  cement,  brick,  fertilizers,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, etc.  He  was  married  in  1883  to  Martha  L.  Bullis  of  East  Hamburg,  and  they 
have  five  children.  He  is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M., 
East  Aurora  Chapter  No.  282,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge  No.  642,  I.  O.  O. 
F..  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  of  East  Aurora. 

Griggs,  Abbott  S.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Java,  Wyoming  county,  N. 
Y.,  September  2,  1860,  is  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Rhoda  (Smith)  Griggs.  Sylvester 
Griggs  was  reared  in  Colden  and  moved  to  Java  in  1859,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  East  Aurora  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  about  nine  years  and  then  began  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  flour  and  feed 
in  company  with  his  son  Abbott,    He  was  engaged  in  this  business  at  the  time  of 
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his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  Abbott  Griggs  was  reared  in  Java  until  twelve 
years  of  age  and  educated  in  Aurora  Academy  and  finished  in  Clinton  Preparatory 
School.  Mr,  Griggs  was  married  in  September,  1896,  to  Evelyn  Riley,  grand- 
daughter of  Philip  Riley  of  Holland.  Mr.  Griggs  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  at 
the  present  time  is  president  of  the  village. 

Persons,  Henry  Z.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 4,  1819,  is  a  son  of  Robert  Persons.  The  father  of  Henry  came  to  East 
Aurora  in  1815,  where  he  lived  and  died  in  1864;  he  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a 
farmer  and  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  town;  his  wife  was  Alta  Hamilton, 
and  they  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Henry  Persons  was  reared  on  a  farm 
until  twenty  years  of  age  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Aurora.  He  fol- 
lowed clerking  a  short  time  and  in  1845  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful,  and  is  at  present  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  land.  In 
1883  the  Bank  of  East  Aurora  was  established  and  he  was  vice-president,  and  for 
the  last  five  years  has  been  president  of  the  bank,  He  was  married,  in  June,  1848, 
to  Mary  White  of  East  Hamburg,  and  they  have  one  son,  Henry  H.  Persons. 

Searls,  Macy  B.,  M.  D.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  the  town  of  Wales, 
September  1,  1846,  is  the  son  of  Samuel  J.  Searls  and  Susan  Fay.  Samuel  J.  was 
born  at  Broad  Albin,  Fulton  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1808.  His  parents  having  died  be- 
fore he  was  a  year  old,  he  was  brought  up  by  his  grandfather,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, with  whom  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Wales  in  1810.  Dr.  Searls  was  reared  in 
Wales  and  educated  at  the  East  Aurora  Academy.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine 
in  1866  with  Dr.  John  McBeth  of  Wales,  and  w^as  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Med- 
ical College  in  1869.  He  first  practiced  in  Mankato,  Minn.,  three  years,  then  re- 
turned to  Wales,  where  he  married  Margery  M.  Stevens.  They  have  one  child 
living.  Mrs.  Searls  is  a  daughter  of  Harry  A.  Stevens,  son  of  Henry  B.  who  mar- 
ried Sallie  Winslow,  daughter  of  Job  Winslow,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  father  w^as  Job  Winslow,  a  colonel  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  they  trace 
their  ancestors  to  the  Mayflower,  being  direct  descendants  from  a  brother  of  Gov. 
Edward  Winslow  of  Massachusetts.  In  1885  Dr.  Searls  came  to  East  Aurora,  where 
he  is  still  practicing. 

Benson,  Charles  M.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  South  Wales,  born  in  South  Wales,  December 
27,  1851,  is  a  son  of  Christian  M.  and  Rhoda  A  (Wynard)  Benson,  he  born  in  Copen- 
hagen, Denmark,  September  24,  1818,  and  she  in  Maine,  and  came  to  South  Wales 
in  1849.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  also  a  farmer ;  he  also  spent  ten  years  as 
a  sailor.  Charles  M.  Benson  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  He  married  Mary  Mary  J.  Grover,  born  at  Lyons,  111.,  and  daughter  of 
Orlin  C.  Grover,  an  early  settler  of  Wales,  where  he  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson 
have  one  child,  May  J.,  born  in  1876,  the  wife  of  John  H.  Bragg  of  Aurora,  N.  Y. 

Bo  wen,  Clark  P.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
house  where  he  now  lives  in  1846,  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  H.  (Putnam)  Bowen, 
and  grandson  of  Jonathan  Bowen,  who  came  from  Scipio,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
East  Aurora  in  1810,  where  he  lived  and  died.  The  father  of  Clark  was  born  in 
Grafton,  Mass.,  and  came  to  East  Aurora  when  four  years  old.  He  was  a  merchant 
and  farmer,  and  for  twenty  years  was  in  Pratt  &  Co.'s  store  in  Buffalo  as  manager  of 
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the  retail  department.  He  died  in  1894,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  and  his  wife  in  1882. 
Clark  P.  Bowen  was  reared  and  educated  in  East  Aurora,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing until  1880,  when  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  partnership  with  L.  E. 
Bowen,  and  in  1891  this  partnership  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Bowen  was  married  Octo- 
ber 11,  1871,  to  Katharine  Rogers  of  East  Aurora,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alice 
K.  Mr.  Bowen  is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  East 
Aurora  Chapter  No.  282,  R.  A.  M.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  E.  S.  D.  H.  of  E.,  Aurora, 
N.  Y.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Bowen,  Warren  S.  Rogers,  was  superintendent  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Buffalo  and  Aurora  Plank  Road  Company  and  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
near  East  Aurora;  he  died  in  1877. 

Barnard,  Ira,  jr.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Madison  county,  N.  Y. ,  August  3, 
1813,  is  a  son  of  Ira  (born  in  Connecticut)  and  Hulda  (Clough)  (born  in  Massachusetts) 
Barnard.  In  August,  1816,  they  came  to  Buffalo  with  five  children  and  in  a  few 
days  came  to  Hamburg,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm  of  about  200  acres,  where  he 
lived  and  died,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  and  his  wife  died  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
Ira  Barnard  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ham- 
burg and  one  term  at  Fredonia  Academy  and  six  months  in  Aurora  Academy. 
He  followed  teaching  several  winters  and  then  engaged  at  farming,  and  finally  went 
to  Buffalo,  where  he  went  into  the  grocery  trade,  and  after  four  years  was  customs 
officer  at  Buffalo  for  fifteen  years.  He  removed  from  Buffalo  in  1892  to  Aurora  on  a 
farm  of  sixty-eight  acres,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  married  in  1842  to  Phoebe 
Baker  of  East  Hamburg,  and  has  had  five  children,  of  whom  only  one  is  now  living, 
Mary,  wife  of  Rev.  Ward  Piatt  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Conklin,  Edward,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Griffin's  Mills,  was  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  March 
25,  1835,  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Charlotte  (Phelps)  Conklin,  he  born  in  Cayuga  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  she  in  Aurora  and  daughter  of  Isaac  Phelps,  who  came  from  Granville, 
Washington  county,  in  1810  and  here  lived  and  died  in  1861 ;  he  served  two  terms 
in  the  Legislature  (1817,  1818)  from  Erie  county  and  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
Erie  County  Common  Pleas  in  1820.  The  father,  Lewis  Conklin,  came  from  Cayuga 
county  in  1815  and  settled  in  Aurora  and  died  here  in  October,  1873;  he  was  assessor 
for  a  number  of  years  from  1860  to  1868.  Edward  Conklin  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  is  a  farmer  and  owns  ninety-three  acres 
of  land  and  eleven  acres  near  Griffin's  Mills,  where  he  has  lived  three  ^--ears.  He 
was  a  Republican,  but  is  now  independent  in  politics. 

Nye,  M.  Barton,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Aurora,  February  11,  1831,  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (O'Dell)  Nye;  she  born  at  head  of  Lake  George,  and  he  in 
Barrington,  Mass.,  and  about  1821  came  to  East  Aurora,  where" he  died  in  1874  and 
his  wife  in  1882.  Barton  Nye  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  East  Aurora 
Academy;  he  has  followed  farming  and  has  also  been  employed  on  the  railroad  as 
builder,  but  is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  December  17,  1850,  to 
Emeline  H.  Bowen,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bowen,  and  they  had  one  daughter  and 
three  sons.  Ella  B.,  the  oldest,  was  born  March  26,  1852,  married  J.  B.  McLaughlin, 
September  4,  1872,  and  lives  in  Meckling,  S.  D. ;  Frank  B.  was  born  April  21,  1853, 
and  is  employed  in  a  confectionery  in  Buffalo;  Robert  A.  was  born  September  14, 
1865,  and  is  in  the  livery  and  express  business  in  East  Aurora;  Albert  H.  was  born 
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December  8,  1868,  and  is  in  business  with  his  brother  Robert.  The  sons  are  all 
married,  Mrs.  Nye  died  in  March,  1872,  and  in  1878  he  married  Mary  A.  Nichols  of 
Wales,  N.  Y. 

Persons,  Harry  H.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  was  born  in  Aurora,  November  17, 
1817,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  Persons,  mentioned  in  this  work.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  Aurora  Academy.  His  principal  business  has  been  dealing  in 
cattle,  and  he  has  also  carried  on  farming  and  owns  193  acres  of  land  where  he  has 
lived  for  forty-four  years.  February  22,  1843,  he  married  Esther  A.  Ferris,  who  was 
born  in  Yates  county,  N.  Y.,  town  of  Milo,  in  1822,  daughter  of  Israel  H.  Ferris 
and  Betsey  (Maples)  Ferris,  who  came  to  Aurora  in  1826;  he  died  in  Alden,  Erie 
county,  and  she  in  Chautauqua  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Persons  have  had  six  children  . 
Catharine  (deceased),  Frank  (of  Omaha,  Neb.),  George  F.  (of  Chicago),  Helen  (wife 
of  Benjamin  P.  Wooley),  Mary  (deceased),  Alta  (wife  of  Henry  Mason  of  Wales,  son 
of  Morgan  Mason,  an  early  settler  of  Aurora,  N.  Y.).  Mr.  Persons  has  always  been 
a  Democrat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Persons  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1893,  and 
the  minister  who  married  them  (A.  C.  Barrell)  was  present. 

Pratt,  Densmore,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  m  East  Aurora,  June  4,  1848,  is 
a  son  of  Bartholomew  Pratt,  a  son  of  Thomas  Pratt,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  father  of  the  subject  was  a  carpenter  and  afterwards  opened  a 
foundry.  Densmore  Pratt  was  reared  and  educated  in  Aurora  Academ5^  He  is  a 
machinist  by  trade,  and  he  and  his  sister  owns  twenty-five  acres  of  village  lots  and 
100  acres  of  farm  land  in  Wales.  Mr.  Pratt  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  an  aspirant  to 
office.  There  have  been  three  generations  of  the  Pratt  family  born  in  the  house  that 
Mr.  Pratt  occupies. 

Spooner,  J.  Whipple,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Aurora,  July  18,  1814,  is 
a  son  of  Lemuel  and  Dorcas  Spooner,  both  born  in  Massachusetts  and  came  to 
Aurora  in  1808  and  built  a  carding  machine,  grist  and  saw  mill,  and  in  1820  came  to 
East  Aurora,  where  they  bought  a  farm  from  which  part  of  the  village  has  been 
made.  He  died  in  1864  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Mr.  Spooner  was  reared 
in  East  Aurora  and  educated  in  the  academy.  He  is  a  farmer  and  at  present  owns 
fifty-one  acres  of  land,  but  for  ten  years  has  lived  a  retired  life.  He  was  married 
May  1,  1836,  to  Phoebe  Pattengill,  and  they  had  three  sons,  Edward,  Barton  and 
Frank.  Mrs.  Spooner  died  September  28,  1866,  and  in  1870  he  married  Rachel 
Brown,  daughter  of  John  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  lived  in  New 
York  city  until  1817,  when  he  came  to  East  Aurora  and  in  1850  moved  to  Illinois, 
where  he  died  in  1868.  Mr.  Spooner  was  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  and  is  now 
independent.  He  has  been  assessor  in  Elma  and  highway  commissioner  in  the  town 
where  his  farm  is  located. 

Smith,  WilHam  A.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Griffin's  Mills,  born  in  Germany,  June  14,  1859, 
if  a  son  of  Christian  and  Fredericka  (Krool)  Smith,  both  born  in  Germany  and  who 
in  1882  came  to  Griffin's  Mills.  His  wife  died  in  1892  and  Mr.  Smith  is  stih  living. 
William  Smith  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany  and  served  in  the  army  two 
years.  In  1884  he  came  to  Griffin's  Mills  and  was  on  a  farm  until  1891,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  and  the  same  year  bought  the  store  building  he 
now  owns.  He  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  postmaster  six  years.  June  9,  1891,  he 
married  Louisa,  daughter  of  Charles  Mook. 
hh 
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Spooner,  Frank  W.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  East  Aurora,  May  19, 1850, 
is  a  son  of  J.  W.  Spooner.  Mr.  Spooner  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  East 
Aurora  Academy.  He  was  engaged  in  the  photograph  business  for  ten  years  in 
Buffalo  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  sale  of  pianos  and 
organs  in  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  October  13, 1875,  to  Hattie  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  grandfather  of  Willard  Hatch,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Marilla. 
Mr.  Spooner  is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No  694,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Weeks,  Merrill,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  was  born  m  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  August  10,  1846, 
and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  R.  and  Sallie  (Williams)  Weeks,  he  born  in  Saratoga  county 
and  she  in  Rhode  Island.  He  came  to  Aurora  when  a  young  man  and  she  came 
with  her  parents,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  1820.  His  father  was  a 
wagonmaker  by  trade  and  also  a  farmer.  He  was  a  Republican  and  justice  of  the 
peace  for  about  fourteen  years,  and  died  in  18'<3,  his  wife  in  1893.  Merrill  Weeks 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  has  followed  farm- 
ing through  life  and  owns  a  farm  of  102  acres.  In  1873  he  was  married  to  Emma 
Eaden,  who  was  born  in  England,  a  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Anna  Eaden,  natives 
of  England  but  now  residents  of  Aurora,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weeks  have  eleven 
children.  Charles  M.,  Jennie  M.,  Edith  A.,  Daniel  R.,  Arthur  M.,  Silas  W.,  Otis  R., 
Robert  R.,  Dora  B.,  Ray  C.  and  Evelyn  C,  all  living. 

Blakeley,  Edward  C. ,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  was  born  in  Aurora  on  the  farm 
he  now  owns,  July  23,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Adaline  (Case)  Blakeley,  who 
was  born  on  the  farm  the  subject  owns,  and  she  in  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.  The 
grandfather  of  Edward  Blakeley  was  Isaac  Blakeley,  born  in  Vermont  and  came  to 
Aurora,  N.  Y.,  about  1820  and  bought  nearly  200  acres  from  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany. Daniel  Blakeley  was  a  Whig  and  Republican  and  died  in  1886,  his  wife  in 
1883.  Edward  C.  Blakeley  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  Aurora  Academy 
and  Cornell  University  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He  owns  125  acres  of  land 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  fruit  and  dairying.  He  was  married  in  January,  1876,  to 
Carrie  Husted  of  Orchard  Park,  and  they  have  two  children,  Sherman  D.  and  Eliza- 
beth A.  Mr.  Blakeley  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  not  an  aspirant  to  office.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  R.  A.  of  East  Aurora,  and  the  family  attend  and  support  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Bartlett,  John  P.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  was  born  in  Alexander,  Genesee  county, 
N.  Y.,  April  4,  1827,  and  April  26  came  to  Aurora  with  his  parents,  Joseph  S.  and 
Mary  (Pryer)  Bartlett,  he  born  in  Vermont  and  she  in  Whitesboro,  N.  Y.  The  grand- 
father of  John  P.,  George  C,  was  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  where  he  died.  His 
wife  was  Anna  Swain,  daughter  of  Jacob  Swain,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  John  P. 
Bartlett  was  reared  and  educated  in  Aurora;  his  father  was  one  of  the  men  who  as- 
sisted in  building  Aurora  Academy  and  was  trustee  of  the  school  at  his  death.  John 
P.  succeeded  his  father  at  wool  carding  and  cloth  dressing  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
and  followed  it  for  about  three  years,  when  he  engaged  with  his  brother,  O.  A. 
Bartlett,  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  and  remained  in  the  same  building 
until  it  burned,  when  they  rebuilt  and  continued  in  business  until  1883.  Mr.  Bart- 
lett was  married  May  11.  1848,  to  Elizabeth  A.  Aldrich  of  Belmont,  Allegany  county, 
N.  Y. ;  they  had  four  children,  Frank  S.,  Eugene  E.,  Anna  M.  and  Jennie  E.  He 
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is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  East  Aurora  Lodge 
No.  64,  A.  U.  W.,  and  also  the  Equitable  Aid  Union.  He  represented  the  town  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  two  years,  1864,  1865,  and  received  the  appointment  of 
postmaster  of  Willink  post-ofiice  in  1885  and  1893. 

Gibson,  Byron  D.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  East  Aurora,  September  12,  1859, 
is  a  son  of  Chrisman  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Gibson,  both  natives  of  England  and 
came  to  Buffalo  about  1846,  where  they  lived  until  1850,  when  they  settled  m  East 
Aurora.  He  was  a  cutter  by  trade  and  followed  it  for  several  years,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  merchant  tailonng  business  and  afterward  in  the  clothing  business  un- 
til his  death  in  July,  1890.  Byron  D.  Gibson  was  reared  and  educated  in  East  Aurora 
and  clerked  for  his  father  until  his  death,  since  which  cime  he  has  carried  on  the 
business  alone ;  he  is  also  in  partnership  with  A.  E.  Hammond  in  the  same  business. 
Mr.  Gibson  was  mairied  in  1884  to  Hattie  A.  Holmes  of  East  Aurora,  and  they  had 
two  daughters,  Ethel  and  Sarah.  He  is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge,  F.  &.  A. 
M.,  East  Aurora  Chapter  No.  282,  R.  A.  M.,  the  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  East  Aurora  Council  No.  1152,  R.  A.,  and  Masonic  Life  Association  of  Western 
New  York.    He  was  postmaster  at  Willink  during  Harrison's  administration. 

Dick,  George  P.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Aurora  in  the  house  where  he  now 
resides,  November  13,  1849,  is  a  son  of  Joseph  B.  and  Ann  E.  (Pratt)  Dick ;  he  is  a 
son  of  John  Dick,  a  native  of  Oneida  county,  who  spent  his  last  days  in  Aurora,  and 
she  a  daughter  of  Luke  M.  Pratt.  John  C.  Pratt,  a  brother  of  Luke,  owned  con- 
siderable property  and  real  estate,  a  part  of  which  the  village  was  built  on.  The 
father  of  George  P.  Dick  came  to  Aurora  in  1846  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  the  vil- 
lage, where  he  built  a  cheese  factory,  known  as  Willink  cheese  factory,  where  he  did 
an  extensive  business.  He  was  a  Whig,  then  a  Republican,  and  was  justice  about 
sixteen  years  and  internal  revenue  officer  for  some  years  and  highway  commissioner. 
He  died  in  November,  1871,  and  his  widow  died  at  the  homestead  February  24,  1897. 
They  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  George  P.  Dick  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Aurora,  where  he  is  a  farmer.  He  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  internal  revenue 
assessor,  filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  father's  death.  He  is  a  member  of  Aurora 
Borealis  Lodge  No.  642,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  E.  A.  U.,  and  is 
secretary  of  Erie  County  Agricultural  Society.  Mr.  Dick  was  married  October  17, 
1878,  to  Frances  J.  Hall  of  Aurora,  daughter  of  Isaac  Hall,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Merritt,  Fred,  Harry  and  Jennie. 

Haine,  John,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Griffin's  Mills,  born  in  Germany,  February  8,  1824,  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Wander)  Haine,  both  born  in  Germany  and  came  to 
Eden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  October  9,  1833.  John  Haine  was  ten  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Erie  county,  where  he  has  always  lived.  He  lived  eighteen  years  in 
Eden,  five  in  Hamburg  and  forty  in  Aurora.  He  was  married  in  Eden  to  Catharine 
Cook  and  they  had  nine  children:  Catharine  (deceased),  Rosy  (deceased),  Caroline 
(wife  of  John  Stunn  of  Buffalo),  William  H.,  Rosey  (deceased),  Louisa  (wife  of 
Dr.  F.  Thomas  of  Buffalo),  Lena  (wife  of  George  Poland  of  Buffalo),  Kate  (wife 
of  Herman  Benty  of  Lockport),  and  Amelia  (wife  of  George  Reading  of  Aurora, 
N.  Y.)  Mr.  Haine  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Aurora  and  owns  at  present  195 
acres  of  land. 
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Nye,  Robert  A.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  September  14, 
1865,  is  a  son  of  Barton  Nye.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  East  Aurora  and  was 
first  employed  as  stationary  engineer  by  the  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railroad  for  one  year. 
He  then  learned  the  photograph  business  in  East  Aurora  with  John  R.  Potter  and 
followed  that  for  three  years,  when  he  went  back  to  the  railroad  station  as  clerk  in 
East  Aurora  and  after  eight  years  followed  farming,  carting  and  express.  He  has 
added  livery,  exchange  and  boarding  stable  to  his  business,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Albert  H.  Mr.  Nye  was  married,  January  30,  1889,  to  Ella  Perry,  daughter 
of  A.  J.  Perry,  and  they  have  one  son,  Wilber  A. 

Abbott,  Prof.  John  Perrine,  principal  of  the  Alden  Union  Graded  School,  is  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  where  he  w^as  born  in  1871.  He  is  a 
son  of  Seth  A.  Abbott  and  Ruth  A.  Perrine,  descendants  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
foremost  families  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  place  is  now  known  as  Armor 
but  in  early  times  it  was  called  Abbott's  Corners,  in  honor  of  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  Professor  Abbott.  Seth  Abbott  was  reared  on  the  farm  at  the  Corners 
and  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  at  farming.  He  is  now,  however,  a  prosperous 
lawyer  in  Buffalo.  Professor  Abbott  was  educated  at  the  Hamburg  High  School 
and  the  Buffalo  State  Normal,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Normal  well  equipped 
in  every  way  for  the  work  of  an  educator.  He  graduated  in  1895,  and  the  same  fall 
was  called  to  the  principalship  of  the  Alden  Union  School,  a  position  he  still  holds. 
He  has  already  become  one  of  the  progressive  educators  of  the  State,  and  it  was 
largely  through  his  energy  and  influence  that  the  State.  Regents'  System  was  re- 
cently established  in  the  Alden  public  school.  Professor  Abbott  is  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Principals'  Association,  as  well  as  the  National  Association,  and  of 
the  Third  District  Association  of  Erie  county.  Politically  Professor  Abbott  is  a 
Democrat,  and  was  an  active  promoter  of  the  party's  interest  and  principles  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1892. 

Tyler,  Clarence  A.,  M.  D.,  of  Alden,  came  from  a  family  of  physicians.  His 
father,  Ansel  Tyler,  was  for  thirty-five  years  a  practicing  physician  at  Saquoit, 
Oneida  county,  N.  Y. ,  and  five  brothers  were  educated  for  physicians,  four  of  whom 
continued  in  the  profession.  Dr.  Clarence  A.  Tyler  was  born  in  Saquoit,  June  26, 
1852,  and  spent  fourteen  years  at  the  Saquoit  Academy,  afterwards  went  to  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  and  entered  as  a  student  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Z.  E.  Bliss,  a  noted 
doctor  of  that  city.  About  two  years  later  he  concluded  to  take  a  course  in  the  med- 
ical department  of  Michigan  University,  and  he  at  once  matriculated  and  pursued 
the  course  two  years.  The  opportunities  seemed  better  at  that  time  in  the  Western 
Reserve  College  of  Ohio,  therefore  that  institution  was  chosen  for  the  final  year  in  the 
course,  and  Dr.  Tyler  was  graduated  from  there  in  1874.  He  then  returned  to  Grand 
Rapids  and  practiced  his  profession  until  the  early  spring  of  1875,  when,  at  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  friends,  he  was  induced  to  locate  in  Alden.  In  these  twenty- 
two  years  of  practice  Dr.  Tyler  has  attained  distinction  in  the  town  and  county. 
Dr.  Tyler  is  an  active  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  also  of  the 
Gross  Medical  Club,  of  which  he  was  president  for  two  years,  and  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  latter.  In  1881  he  married  Minnie  M.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary 
Eels,  and  they  have  one  daughter. 

Durkee,  Charles  R.,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  the  town  of  Alden,  was  born 
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in  Randolph,  Vt. ;  December  12,  1821.  His  parents  were  of  old  English  stock,  with 
a  lineage  reaching  back  more  than  200  years.  His  mother  was  Hannah  A.  Bayliss, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Timothy  Bayliss,  a  noted  physician  of  Randolph,  who  at  seventeen 
years  of  age  was  in  Washington's  army  at  West  Point  at  the  time  of  Arnold's 
treason.  She  died  in  Alden  in  1872.  Ziba  Durkee,  father  of  Charles  R.,  was  born 
in  Royalton,  Vt.,  in  1800,  where  he  lived  until  1828,  and  then  moved  to  York,  Pa., 
he  having  then  large  government  contracts  for  carrying  mail  by  stage  between 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  and  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  Harrisburg  and 
Baltimore.  This  continued  until  1836,  when  the  completion  of  steam  railroads  cut 
off  to  a  large  extent  the  necessity  for  government  stages.  In  the  mean  time,  in 
1833,  he  had  moved  to  Philadelphia  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  omnibuses, 
coaches  and  railroad  cars,  and  in  fact  manufactured  the  first  double  truck  car  ever 
used  on  a  railroad  in  this  country,  which  w^as  run  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Norris- 
town  Railroad.  In  1840  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  mill  machinery.  In  1847 
Mr.  Durkee  bought  a  large  farm  in  the  town  of  Alden,  which  he  settled  and  lived  on 
for  the  balance  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1853.  Charles  R.  Durkee  had  during  the 
time  been  associated  with  his  father  in  the  manufacturing  industry  and  so  continued 
it  for  several  years  after  his  father's  death.  He  has  continued  to  reside  on  the  farm 
purchased  by  his  father,  and  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  politics  of  Erie  county, 
being  elected  to  many  important  offices.  In  1861  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and 
in  1866  he  was  made  county  treasurer.  He  was  one  of  the  original  commissioners 
for  locating  and  building  the  city  and  county  hall  at  Buffalo.  He  is  now  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  1851  he  married  Helen,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
Bass  of  Randolph,  Mass.,  and  they  have  three  daughters  and  one  son.  One  daugh- 
ter, Louise,  is  connected  with  the  Pension  Bureau  at  Washington. 

Gipple,  Benjamin  A.,  M.  D. ,  Alden,  was  born  in  the  towm  of  Lancaster,  June  5, 
1865,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Rachael  (Haskill)  Gipple.  George  Gipple  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder,  which  business  he  followed  for  many  years;  he  died  in  De- 
cember, 1896,  and  his  wife  is  still  living.  Dr.  Gipple  received  his  education  at  the 
Parker  Union  School  at  Clarence,  after  which  he  taught  for  the  eight  succeeding 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  chosen  the  medical  profession  for  his  life 
work  and  with  this  in  view  he,  in  1891,  entered  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  grad- 
uating from  that  institution  in  1894.  Having  decided  to  locate  in  Alden,  he  at  once 
entered  the  field  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has  been  rewarded 
with  phenomenal  success,  for  he  now  has  a  practice  beyond  that  of  most  physicians 
after  a  much  longer  application  of  energy  and  skill.  Dr.  Gipple  holds  the  office  of 
health  physician  of  his  village.  He  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  I.  O.  F.,  and 
K.  O.  T.  M.  lodges  of  Alden,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  and  the  In- 
ternational Encampment  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Buffalo.  In  1894  he  married  Kate, 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Long  of  Newstead. 

Webb,  George  A.,  Alden,  is  a  son  of  Gideon  G.  and  Philinda  (Winter)  Webb,  now 
residents  of  Alden  village.  They  came  from  Stafford  Springs,  Connecticut,  where 
George  A.  was  born  in  1850.  It  w^as  soon  after  this  that  they  came  to  Western 
New  York  and  settled  in  Marilla,  where  they  bought,  and  tilled  for  nearly  ten  years, 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  farms  in  the  town ;  disposing  of  this  they  removed  to 
Onarga,  111.,  where  Gideon  G.  was  in  the  grocery  business;  after  a  twelve  years' 
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residence  there,  they  returned  in  1872  and  settled  in  Alden  and  there  Mr.  Webb 
bought  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  then  being  conducted  by  Cornwell  & 
Pierce.  Mr.  Webb  carried  on  this  business  successfully  until  1894,  when  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  retire.  At  that  time  George  A.  Webb,  who  had  for  some  time 
previous  been  associated  with  his  father  as  G.  G.  Webb  &  Son,  succeeded  to  the 
business  and  has  since  continued  it  as  George  A.  Webb.  On  account  of  ill  health, 
Mr.  Webb  spent  more  than  a  year  in  Florida.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  has 
done  much  earnest  work  to  advance  the  party's  interest  in  the  town  and  country. 
He  never  has  been  an  office  seeker,  but  was  induced  in  1890  to  accept  the  postmas- 
tership  for  two  years  at  Alden,  to  fill  the  place  of  B.  G.  Eddy,  who  had  resigned.  In 
1885  he  married  Carrie  A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Clarissa  Carver  of  Alden,  and  they 
have  two  daughters:  Nellie  M.  and  Jennie  C. 

Bass,  William  H.,  Alden,  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  in  1868,  and  when 
two  years  old  was  taken  by  his  aunt  to  Alden,  and  a  little  later  went  to  live  with 
John  Catlin  who  was  a  farmer  in  the  town.  When  seventeen  years  old  he  appren- 
ticed himself  to  George  W.  Tifft,  Son  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist. 
His  education  had  been  acquired  principally  at  the  Parker  Union  School  of  Clarence, 
so  that  he  was  pretty  well  equipped  in  every  way  to  become  a  successful  machinist 
and  engineer.  After  completing  his  trade  he  engaged  with  Moffett  Bros,  as  engi- 
neer and  machinist  in  the  Alden  tannery.  This  position  he  occupied  four  years,  and 
when  the  Alden  Natural  Gas  &  Fuel  Company  was  organized,  his  co-operation  was 
solicited  and  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  incorporators.  He  is  secretary, 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  company,  and  during  the  nearly  five  years  of 
the  company's  existence  he  has  conducted  its  affairs  most  successfully.  Mr.  Bass  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Village  Trustees  and  also  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
In  1890  he  married  Elsie,  daughter  of  J.  N.  and  Carrie  Babcock  of  Alden,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Hannah  A.  and  Elmer  W. 

Eels,  Charles,  Alden,  p.  o.  West  Alden,  merchant  and  farmer  at  West  Alden,  was 
born  in  Cortland,  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1821.  His  father,  Tercius  Eels  was  a 
farmer  in  that  county,  where  Charles  grew  up  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Cortland.  In  1842  he,  with  his  father  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  came  to 
that  part  of  the  town  now  known  as  West  Alden  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  is 
now  the  home  of  Charles.  After  three  years  at  home  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Eels  thought 
it  best  to  direct  his  energy  in  other  channels,  so  in  1845  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  en- 
gaged as  clerk  for  Messrs.  Pratt  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  hardware  merchants. 
He  remained  with  this  firm  twenty-eight  years,  and  as  a  result  of  his  integrity  and 
attention  to  business,  was  promoted  from  a  clerkship  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
wholesale  department.  In  1871  he  resigned  his  position  with  Messrs.  Pratt  &  Co.  and 
returned  to  West  Alden  to  the  farm,  and  also  engaged  in  business  at  that  place.  At 
the  time  of  embarking  in  trade  at  this  place  there  was  no  post-office  there,  but 
through  strong  influence  and  great  effort  against  determined  opposition,  the  office 
was  secured  on  April  15,  1872,  and  Mr.  Eels  was  named  as  postmaster.  In  1848  he 
married  Mary  J.  Luce,  and  he  has  three  daughters.    Mrs.  Eels  died  in  1888. 

Pratt,  Samuel  F. ,  Alden,  p.  o.  West  Alden,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  19,  1857.  and 
is  a  son  of  Pascal  P.  Pratt,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  and  bankers  in  Buffalo  or  the 
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State.  Samuel  F.  spent  his  early  life  in  the  city,  where  he  obtained  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. It  was  while  a  student  in  the  Buffalo  schools  that  he  gained  a  knowledge  of 
the  trade  which  he  is  now  turning  to  account.  He  was  accustomed  to  spend  his  odd 
hours  when  out  of  school  in  the  printing  offices  in  Buffalo,  aud  thereby  became  pos- 
sessed of  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  printing  art.  Some  years  later  when  he 
decided  to  make  his  home  with  Mr.  Charles  Eels  at  West  Alden,  he  again  took  up  the 
printing  business,  more  as  a  pastime  at  first,  but  finally  developed  the  small  begin- 
ning into  a  successful  printing  establishment.  He  began  this  in  1884,  and  now  his 
plant  contains  many  modern  improvements  in  printing  material,  and  his  business 
comes  from  different  points  throughout  the  State.  The  business  is  now  carried  on 
in  a  comfortable  building  near  the  post-office.  Mr.  Pratt  recently  added  to  his  equip- 
ment the  Black-on-white  methods  of  making  plates  and  the  Simplex  method  of 
stereotyping,  thus  facilitating  greatly  the  progress  of  the  work.  He  does  an  exten- 
sive business  in  the  printing  of  railroad  stationery. 

Tucker,  William  C. ,  Alden,  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  father,  Benjamin  Tucker, 
having  come  from  Scotland,  stopping  for  a  little  time  in  Vermont  and  finally  pushing 
west  to  Shelby  Center,  Orleans,  county,  where  he  settled  in  1816.  His  sturdy  Scotch 
nature  stood  him  in  good  stead,  for  he  found  in  his  new  home  a  wild,  undeveloped 
country.  For  the  next  fifty  years  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  building  up  and 
advancing  the  best  interests  of  that  section.  He  died  in  1886.  William  C.  Tucker 
was  born  at  Shelby  in  1836,  and  educated  at  the  Medina  Academy,  after  which  he 
taught  school  for  some  time.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
66th  N.  Y.  Vols,  under  Col.  E.  D.  Schuler,  and  when  his  time  expired  he  re-enlisted 
in  the  90th  N.  Y.  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  serving  in  many  of  the 
notable  battles.  Upon  his  return  home  he  bought  a  farm  near  his  old  home,  and 
carried  on  farming  summers  and  taught  school  winters.  In  1881  Mr.  Tucker  was 
made  principal  of  the  Alden  school,  and  it  was  under  his  superintendency  that  the 
Union  School  was  organized.  He  continued  successfully  in  charge  until  1886,  when 
he  retired  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to  the  development  of  real  estate  in  Alden. 
In  1866  he  married  Emma  F.  Fisher,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Jane  W.  Fisher, 
and  they  have  two  daughters,  Grace  and  Gertrude.  Mr.  Tucker  is  now  president  of 
the  Alden  Board  of  Education. 

Wheeler,  Freeman  P.,  Alden,  was  born  in  Michigan,  October  23,  1871,  and  is  a  son 
of  Henry  M.  and  Emma  E.  Wheeler.  His  father  died  in  1875  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  then 
decided  to  return  to  Alden,  her  former  home,  where  she  settled  with  her  three  children. 
Freeman  P.  Wheeler  was  educated  in  the  Alden  Union  School,  and  after  completing 
his  course  became  identified  with  the  Ideal  Furniture  Company  of  Buffalo  and  con- 
tinued several  years  in  that  line  of  trade.  In  the  mean  time  he  had  taken  a  keen  in- 
terest in  political  affairs,  having  cast  his  fortunes  with  those  of  the  Democratic  party. 
This  prominence,  together  with  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  made  him  the  first  choice  among  them  for  postmaster  in  Alden  when  the 
Democratic  administration  assumed  control  in  1895.  Consequently,  early  in  1895  he 
was  appointed  to  that  place  and  assumed  the  office  on  the  first  of  April  of  that  year. 
In  1895  he  married  Zada,  daughter  of  George  E.  and  Sarah  E.  Martin  of  Alden,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Norman. 
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Waldron,  Ephraim  G.,  Alden,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  Holland  fam- 
ilies in  this  country.  They  have  been  prominent  and  active  in  public  and  military 
life  for  more  than  two  hundred  years.  They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  New 
York  city,  and  the  Baron  Van  Walfron  Hall,  built  in  1660  on  the  banks  of  the  Har- 
lem River,  is  still  standing,  a  historic  landmark.  David  Waldron,  grandfather  of 
E.  G.,  was  a  noted  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  with  General  Wash- 
ington at  the  crossing  of  the  Delaware.  Ephraim  G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  New  York  city,  August  2,  1813,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  Wal- 
dron, also  natives  of  that  city.  Soon  after  his  birth  his  parents  moved  to  Albany, 
where  they  lived  until  he  was  twelve  years  old.  At  that  time  he  went  with  his 
mother  to  Steuben,  Oneida  county,  and  three  years  later  he  apprenticed  himself  to 
Benjamin  Brayton  at  Trenton,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  tanner  and  currier  trade.  He  con- 
tinued there  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  the  south  part  of 
the  State,  where  for  several  years  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  carried  on  the  shoe- 
making  business.  In  1836  Mr.  Waldron  located  in  Akron,  Erie  county,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  and  conducted  a  temperance  hotel.  That  same  year  he  married 
Harriet  Brown  of  Greene  county,  N.  Y.  After  a  few  years  they  moved  to  Buffalo, 
where  Mr.  Waldron  engaged  in  the  dock  and  storage  business.  They  lived  in  Buf- 
falo until  1873,  at  which  time  Mr.  Waldron  went  out  of  business  and  subsequently 
spent  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  in  California.  Upon  his  return  he  bought  a  farm  at 
Alden  village,  upon  which  they  have  lived  until  1895,  when  he  sold  the  property  and 
has  since  lived  a  retired  life.  He  has  been  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  the  town 
ever  since  his  residence  within  its  borders.  They  have  had  three  daughters,  one  of 
whom,  Mrs.  George  T.  Bentley  of  Alden,  survives.    Mrs.  Waldron  died  in  1893. 

Helwig,  George,  Lancaster,  born  in  Lancaster  in  1842,  is  the  son  of  George  and 
grandson  of  Valentine  Helwig,  who  came  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Lancaster 
in  1833.  Mr.  Helwig  lives  on  the  farm  where  his  father  settled  and  has  been  very 
successful  as  a  farmer.  He  married  Katharine,  daughter  of  Christian  Stephfron, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lancaster,  and  they  have  six  children :  Stephen  Peter, 
Henry,  William,  Katharine,  Matilda  and  Anna. 

Reist,  Marvin  L.,  Lancaster,  born  at  Williamsville,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1863,  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  Reist.  He  entered  the  office  of  the  Amherst  Bee  in  March,  1877,  as  an  ap- 
prentice, serving  three  years  as  such,  and  was  foreman  in  that  office  until  October 
15,  1885.  He  came  to  Lancaster  about  October  18,  1885,  and  purchased  the  Lan- 
caster Times,  which  was  at  that  time  a  six  column,  four  page  paper,  printed  on  an 
old  fashioned  hand  press.  The  paper  has  been  twice  enlarged,  one  column  having 
been  added  to  each  page  in  1892,  and  in  1895  it  was  again  enlarged,  since  which  time 
it  has  been  a  four  page,  eight  column  paper.  The  paper  has  always  worked  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  town. 

Norton,  E.  K. ,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Watkins,  Schuyler  county,  in  1848,  and  re- 
moved to  Elmira,  Chemung  county,  where  he  resided  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
Erie  county  and  settled  in  Lancaster.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
social  and  commercial  growth  of  the  village,  being  now  for  the  second  time  its  presi- 
dent. It  is  largely  through  his  efforts  that  the  village  now  has  a  water  supply  and 
an  electric  lighting  system.    Mr.  Norton  has  been  connected  with  the  coal  depart- 
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ment  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Railroad  for  fifteen  years,  and  is  now  superintendent  of  the 
Laclcawanna  coal  trestles  at  East  Buffalo. 

Erisman,  Abram,  Lancaster,  p.  o.  Wilhelm.  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1820 
and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Erisman.  He  spent  his  early  days  on  the  farm  and  attended 
school  at  Mt.  Joy  Academy  for  two  terms,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  began  teach- 
ing school,  which  he  followed  for  about  twenty  years,  teaching  winters  and  farming 
summers.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Good  of  Clarence  and  settled 
on  the  farm  in  Lancaster  where  he  was  a  very  successful  farmer.  In  1892  he  retired 
and  moved  into  a  fine  residence  he  had  built  on  his  home  farm  and  has  since  then 
devoted  his  time  to  looking  after  his  different  farms.  He  has  four  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Horace,  Henry,  Oscar,  Abram,  Clara  A,,  Cora  A.  and  Grace.  Mr.  Eris- 
man has  always  taken  a  keen,  though  quiet,  interest  in  town  affairs  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  town. 

Dykstra,  John  G.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Holland  in  1813  and  came  to  Lancaster 
in  1849,  settling  on  a  farm  in  East  Lancaster,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  al- 
ways been  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town,  and  was  elected  justice  in  1858, 
which  office  he  held  for  twenty-four  years.  In  1851  he,  Renze  Van  Peyma  and 
Frederick  Kirchholtes  built  a  tannery  at  Lancaster  village,  which  they  carried  on 
for  some  years  as  Dykstra  &  Co.  ;  in  1862  he  bought  another  farm  near  East  Lan- 
caster, where  he  started  and  carried  on  a  brick  yard  until  1870,  when  he  sold  out  and 
since  then  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  looking  after  his  farm.  He  has  four  sons: 
Garrett,  Gerni,  Franklin  and  Peter,  also  five  daughters:  Sarah,  Frances,  Flora, 
Jennie  and  Deha. 

Soeman,  P.  J.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Lancaster  in  1871,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles 
J.  Soeman,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1838  and  came  to  America  in 
1849.  He  lived  in  Buffalo  some  years,  where  he  learned  the  brewer's  trade  and  was 
for  some  time  foreman  for  Gerhard  Lang  and  also  for  Magnus  Beck  of  Buffalo,  and 
later  came  to  Lancaster,  where  he  was  for  two  years  foreman  for  John  Beck's  brew- 
ery, after  which  he  went  in  partnership  with  S.  Hilbert,  at  East  Lancaster,  and  after 
three  years  they  dissolved.  Mr.  Soeman  built  in  1869  a  brewery  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Court  streets,  Lancaster,  which  he  ran  until  his  death,  in  March,  1891, 
after  which  it  was  carried  on  by  his  son,  P.  J.  Soeman,  until  September,  1894,  when 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Since  then  P.  J.  Soeman  has  been  agent  for  the  Magnus 
Beck  Brewing  Company  of  Buffalo  for  the  northern  part  of  Erie  county,  and  is  well 
known  as  a  rising  business  man. 

Knauber,  Joseph,  Lancaster,  was  born  m  Lancaster  in  1831  and  is  the  son  of 
John  Knauber,  who  came  from  Germany  in  1829  and  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Knauber 
began  life  by  learning  the  wagonmaker's  trade  and  in  1856  started  a  planing  mill 
on  a  small  scale,  which  was  added  to  from  year  to  year  until  it  became  the  large 
plant  which  he  now  runs,  where  he  manufactures  sash,  doors  and  blinds;  he  also 
does  a  large  building  and  contracting  business.  He  has  four  sons:  John  V.,  Joseph, 
jr.,  William  B.  and  Edward  B.  ;  also  five  daughters:  Anna  (Mrs.  Joseph  Adolf),  Bar- 
bara (Mrs,  A.  Sandell),  Matilda  (Mrs.  J.  P.  Sommers),  Helen  (Mrs.  John  May) 
and  Katie.  Mr.  Knauber  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
village  and  was  for  some  years  one  of  its  trustees, 
ii 
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Funke,  C.  G.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1840,  and  came  to  America  with 
his  father.  He  came  to  Lancaster  in  1857,  where  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  49th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  re-enhsted  in  the  fall  of  1863 
in  the  field  and  served  until  July,  1865.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  noted  bat- 
tles of  the  war,  being  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  gained  a  medal  issued  by  the  State 
for  his  service  in  same  battle ;  was  also  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  the  va- 
rious battles  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where  he  lost  his  right  hand  and  was  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  he  attended  for  some  time  the  school  there  and 
improved  his  meagre  education.  After  his  discharge  he  returned  to  the  town  of 
Lancaster,  where  he  opened  a  store  at  Town  Line,  which  he  carried  on  until  1882, 
and  was  also  postmaster  there  for  seventeen  years.  In  1883  he  moved  to  Lancaster 
village,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  insurance,  and  is  also  notary  public 
since  1876.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  is 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  which  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part. 

Kupfer,  Joseph,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1854,  and  came  to  Lancaster 
when  three  years  old,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  later  learned  the 
glass  blower's  trade.  In  1888  he  became  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company, 
and  in  1895  was  made  its  president.  In  1896  he  was  elected  as  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  village,  which  office  he  has  filled  satisfactorily  to  all. 

Stutzman,  B.  F.,  Lancaster,  p.  o.  Bowmansville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lancas- 
ter, N.  Y.,  June  8,  1851,  and  is  the  oldest  son  of  Daniel  Stutzman;  his  father  and 
mother  are  still  living.  Mr.  Stutzman  when  fourteen  years  of  age  worked  on  a  farm 
in  Clarence  one  year  and  then  returned  to  his  grandfather's  and  staid  until  June  8, 
1875,  when  he  was  married  and  worked  the  farm  eight  years.  He  then  bought  the 
Willyoung  farm  and  sold  it  March  10,  1892,  to  the  Depew  Land  Co.,  and  retired. 
He  bought  of  the  Depew  Land  Co.  where  he  now  lives  and  built  a  fine  residence 
north  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  Railroad  shops,  at  Depew. 

King,  Charles  F. ,  Lancaster,  p.  o.  Town  Line,  was  born  in  West  Alden  in  1860,  and  is 
the  son  of  George  King,  who  came  from  Germany  in  1851,  where  he  was  a  farmer  until 
1870,when  he  engaged  in  a  hotel  and  store  at  Town  Line,  which  he  ran  until  his  death  in 
1890.  Mr.  King  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years, 
and  in  1883  he  opened  a  store  at  Town  Line,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  a  general 
store.  For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  been  postmaster,  and  in  1892  was  elected  justice, 
and  re-elected  in  1896  to  the  office  which  he  still  holds.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
John  Webster  of  Alden,  and  they  have  four  sons:  Jay,  Samuel,  Carl  and  Howard. 

Schwartz,  Mathias,  Lancaster,  was  born  April  12,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Mathias  Schwartz,  who  came  from  Strasburg,  Elsass,  to  Lancaster  in  1833,  where  he 
was  a  farmer  and  died  in  1881.  Mr.  Schwartz  left  the  farm  when  twenty-one  years 
old,  and  after  working  in  different  localities  for  four  years,  was  married,  in  1853,  to 
Catherine  Matter  of  Roeschwoch,  Elsass,  a  small  village  near  Strasburg,  who  had 
come  to  Lancaster  in  1853;  she  died  after  a  short  illness  on  April  5,  1877.  In  the 
fall  of  1878  he  married  EHzabeth  Nagel  of  North  Buffalo.  He  began  business  in 
Lancaster  in  a  small  flour  and  feed  store,  and  later  added  to  it  a  large  dry  goods 
store,  also  a  grocery,  all  of  which  he  carried  on  very  successfully  until  1888,  when  he 
retired  from  mercantile  life  and  bought  the  fine  residence,  28  Aurora  street,  where 
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he  now  resides.  He  has  four  sons:  Mathias  M.,  August  W.,  Dr.  Edward  B.  of 
Buffalo,  Joseph  B.,  and  eight  daughters:  Mrs.  Catherine  Simon,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Kaffen  of  Atchison,  Kansas,  Sister  Mathilda,  Sister  Florentin,  Frances  V.,  Mary 
M.,  Ida  E.  and  Adalaide.  Mr.  Schwartz  was  for  ten  years  one  of  the  village 
trustees.    He  is  owner  of  heavy  real  estate  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 

Wenz,  Julius,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  24,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  James  Wenz.  He  attended  the  public  schools  m  Buffalo  and  later  went  to  St. 
Paul's  Academy,  and  in  1862  entered  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1865.  He  entered  the  army  as  assistant  surgeon,  and  after  two 
years'  practice  there  he  spent  two  years  in  Europe  in  study,  and  in  1869  located  in 
Lancaster,  where  he  has  since  been  in  active  practice.  He  has  been  for  several 
years  health  officer  of  the  village  and  town,  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Association  and  also  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Willyoung,  George,  Lancastor,  p.  o.  Bowmansville,  was  born  in  Lancaster  in  1844 
and  is  the  son  of  Michael,  who  with  his  father,  Michael  Willyoung,  came  from  Alsace, 
France,  to  Lancaster  in  1840  and  settled  near  Bowmansville,  where  the  family  have 
since  lived.  Mr.  Willyoung  married  Lucy  M.,  daughter  of  Paris  Greene,  and  they 
live  on  the  homestead  where  her  grandfather,  Jacob  Greene,  settled.  Mr.  Willyoung 
has  always  been  a  farmer,  and  since  1876  has  also  been  the  collector  for  the  Erie  and 
Niagara  Counties  Farmers'  Insurance  Company.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen 
though  quiet  interest  in  all  public  affairs  of  the  town  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of 
Lancaster's  most  substantial  citizens. 

Zuidema,  H.  J.,  Lancaster,  p.  o.  Pavement,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  N.  Y. ,in  1849, 
a  son  of  John  H.  Zuidema,  who  came  from  Holland  in  1849  and  settled  on  the  farm 
where  H.  J.  now  lives.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  1876,  when  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Lancaster,  where  he  died  in  1879.  H.  J.  Zuidema  married  Mandana, 
daughter  of  Frederick  Ream  of  Bowmansville.  He  then  got  the  farm  of  his  father 
and  engaged  in  farmmg  and  dairying,  also  dealing  in  feed  and  coal,  and  is  the  post- 
master at  Pavement.  Mr.  Zuidema  has  two  sons,  Frederick  and  Harry,  and  one 
daughter,  Grace.    His  mother,  who  died  in  1867,  was  Ytje  Koopmans. 

Gottschalk,  Jacob,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Wurtemb^rg,  Germany,  September  3, 
1844,  and  came  to  America  when  nine  years  old.  He  lost  both  father  and  mother 
on  the  ocean  Came  to  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  where  he  worked  on  farms  and  in  a 
store,  and  also  learned  the  harness  trade.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  116th  N.  Y.  Volun- 
teers, in  1862,  participated  in  numerous  battles  and  served  to  close  of  the  war.  He 
resumed  his  trade  at  Buffalo,  and  settled  at  Lancaster  in  1868,  engaging  in  the  har- 
ness trade.  He  married  Amanda  S.  Becker  of  Buffalo  in  1871.  He  organized  the 
Lancaster  Fire  Department  and  was  its  chief  for  years ;  also  served  as  deputy 
sheriff,  postmaster  and  town  clerk,  and  is  now  president  of  the  Lancaster  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 

Zurbrick,  George  P.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  that  town  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  grandson  of  George  Zurbrick,  who  came  from  Germany  in  1830,  settling  near 
where  the  town  line  now  is  between  Lancaster  and  Cheektowaga,  buying  first  a 
small  piece  of  land  and  adding  to  it  from  time  to  time,  until  the  family  had  a  large 
tract,  which  was  sold  to  the  Bellevue  Land  Co.    Mr.  Zurbrick  lived  on  a  farm  join- 
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ing  the  old  homestead  until  1894,  when  he  built  him  a  fine  residence  on  Lake  avenue, 
Lancaster,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  been  for  some  years  a  large  dealer  m 
cattle  and  since  retiring  from  the  farm  has  devoted  his  time  entirely  to  that  busi- 
ness. He  married  the  daughter  of  Louis  Marquart  in  1880,  who  died  in  1888,  leaving 
three  children;  Myron  H.,  Alice  D.  and  Lottie  C.  In  1890  he  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  W.  D.  Greene,  by  whom  he  has  three  children:  Ray  G.,  Howard  W.  and 
Elmer  P.  Mr.  Zurbrick  has  always  taken  a  keen,  though  quiet,  interest  in  town 
affairs  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Lancaster. 

Zumstein,  Mrs.  Anna,  Lancaster,  p.  o.  Bowmansville,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Zum- 
stein,  who  was  a  farmer  of  Cheektowaga,  and  died  in  1886,  leaving  one  son,  Elias  J., 
who  is  also  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Zumstein  is  a  daughter  of  James  Beach,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  Beach,  who  came  from  Greene  county,  N.  Y,,  settling  in  Cheek- 
towaga in  1820,  where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  had  five  sons:  Garretc,  William, 
Ebenezer,  Joseph  and  James. 

Weinman,  John  P.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Bavaria  in  1843  and  came  to  America 
in  1850,  settling  in  Buffalo.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  100th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and 
served  until  June  24,  1865,  being  in  many  of  the  prominent  battles  of  the  Rebellion. 
He  was  several  times  taken  prisoner  and  spent  some  months  in  the  noted  Libby 
Prison.  Shortly  after  his  return  to  Buffalo  he  became  baggage  master  for  the  N.  Y. 
C,  Railroad,  running  from  Buffalo  to  New  York,  which  position  he  filled  until  1896, 
when  he  became  proprietor  of  the  American  Hotel  at  Lancaster,  having  moved  from 
Buffalo  to  that  village  in  1881.  He  married  Mariah,  daughter  of  Francis  Raynor, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lancaster,  and  they  have  three  sons:  Frank,  Edward  and 
Peter,  also  three  daughters:  Lizzie,  Mary  and  Carrie.  Mr.  Weinman  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  affairs  of  the  town  and  being  a  Republican,  was  for  nine 
years  elected  on  the  excise  board. 

Kelso,  Mrs.  M.,  Colden. — William  Wiley,  agriculturalist,  was  born  in  Donegal 
county,  Ireland,  February  4,  1801,  and  died  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  January  12,  1885.  He 
was  educated  at  a  private  school  in  Londonderry,  and  married  Maria  McClure,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  who  was  educated  at  Strabane.  They  had  six  children. 
They  came  to  America  in  May,  1845.  But  two  of  their  children  survived  them.  John 
McClure  Wiley,  the  only  sur'O^iving  son,  has  been  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
several  times,  later  a  member  of  congress,  and  was  appointed  consul  to  Bordeaux  in 
1893,  where  he  is  at  present  with  his  wife  (nee  Miss  Virginia  Cooper,  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  G.  Cooper  of  Indiana)  and  his  little  son,  John  Cooper  Wiley,  who  was 
born  on  French  soil.  Mrs.  Maria  Wiley  died  July  4,  1890.  According  to  their  re- 
quest their  bodies  rest  in  Colden  cemetery,  where  they  had  formerly  resided. 

Van  Gouten,  Uriah  (late  of  West  Falls,  Colden,  deceased),  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land, September  30,  1830,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place.  Novem- 
ber 29,  1856,  he  came  to  New  York  city  and  February,  1857,  he  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  thirty  years  in  machine  shops.  In  1887  he  came  to  Colden 
and  bought  the  farm  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death,  where  he  made  a 
specialty  of  dairying.  April  26,  1857,  he  married  Susan  Van  Gouten  and  they  had 
seven  children:  Uriah,  Elizabeth,  Susan,  Mary,  Christian  (all  deceased),  John  and 
Magdalin,  "living. 
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Waltz,  John  G.,  Colden,  was  born  in  Golden,  N.  Y.,  October,  20,  1855,  and  is  a  son 
of  Michael  and  Mary  (Wiser)  Waltz,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  Waltz  was  edu- 
cated in  Colden  and  resides  on  a  farm  of  147  acres.  In  1881  he  married  Eva,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  Jameson,  and  they  have  one  daghter,  Dora.  Mr.  Waltz  is  a  Democrat 
and  has  been  collector,  highway  commissioner  and  is  now  assessor  of  the  town. 

Burnett,  William  Henry,  Colden,  p.  o.  Holland,  was  born  in  Boston,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 12,  1840,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  is  a  farmer  and  owns 
248  acres,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  In  1872  he  married  Ellen  A.  Burling- 
hamof  Holland,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three  children:  Laura  E.,  George  H.  and  Lela 
P.    Mr.  Burnett  is  a  member  of  Robert  R.  Post  of  Holland,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  N.  Y. 

Bailey,  Ira  H.,  Colden,  was  born  in  Fairlee,  Orange  county,  Vt. ,  May  20,  1827,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Ammy  (Curtis)  Baily,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  came  to 
Colden  in  1833,  where  he  died  in  1872  and  his  wife  in  1874.  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  carpenter 
by  trade.  He  has  lived  in  Illinois,  Kansas  and  Iowa,  but  has  always  regarded 
Colden  as  his  home.  In  1874  he  married  Martha  J.  Jameson,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Sadie  M. 

Buffum,  Daniel  T.,  Colden,  was  born  m  Colden,  June  11,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of 
Wheeler  and  Electa  (Curtis)  Buffum  and  grandson  of  Richard  Buffum,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Colden.  Mr.  Buffum  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  has  always  followed  farming.  February  28,  1850,  he  married  Sarah  Rodgers, 
and  they  had  two  sons,  Charles  C.  and  Joseph  W.  Mrs.  Buffum  died  in  1858,  and  in 
1859  he  married  Maria  Mitchell,  and  they  had  ten  children.  Mr.  Buffum  has  been 
a  Republican  since  the  organization  of  the  party.  October  18,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Co.  B,  10th  N.Y.  Cav.,  and  served  until  June  5,  1865,  having  been  in  many 
of  the  prominent  battles. 

Blakely,  Allen  W.,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood,  was  born  in  Java,  Wyoming  county, 
August  13,  1844,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  East  Aurora  Acad- 
emy. He  followed  teaching  for  seventeen  terms  m  succession,  and  in  1875  came  to 
Glenwood,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  November  29,  1873,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  J.  McCumber,  and  they  had  two  children,  Millie  E.  and  Norman  E.  Mr. 
Blakely  has  been  a  member  of  the  R.  T.  of  T.  for  nineteen  years.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  has  been  postmaster  at  Glenwood  for  fifteen  years,  was  station  agent  for 
twelve  years  and  notary  public  for  sixteen  years  and  holds  that  office  at  present. 

Gould,  Mrs.  C.  L. ,  Colden. — Amos  W.  Gould  was  born  in  Colden,  November  26, 
1822,  and  is  a  son  of  John  D.  and  Hannah  Gould,  and  grandson  of  Asa  Gould,  who 
came  to  Colden  in  an  early  day,  where  he  lived  and  died.  Mr.  Gould  was  a  lumber- 
man and  farmer  until  1862,  when  he  moved  to  the  village  and  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  also  furniture  and  undertaking.  In  April,  1852,  he  married  Caroline  L. 
Cornell,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Maria  (Rugg)  Cornell. 

Gould,  Mrs.  A.  C,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood. — Elias  R.  Gould  was  born  in  Boston, 
N.  Y.,  November  8,  1828.  His  father,  Asa  Gould,  was  a  farmer  and  spent  most  of 
his  days  in  Colden,  coming  from  Vermont  when  a  boy.  Elias  Gould  was  reared  as 
a  farmer  and  educated  at  Springville  Academy.  January  1,  1854,  he  married 
Araanda  E.  Scott,  and  they  had  five  children:  Sadie,  Lizzie  E.,  EllaM.,  Howard 
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and  Albert  J.  Mrs.  Gould's  father,  Phineas  Scott,  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Concord,  clearing  himself  a  farm  and  at  onetime  was  the  owner  of  1,100  acres  of 
land.    He  died  in  1870  and  his  widow  now  lives  in  Springville. 

Brewer,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.,  Colden. — Delos  W.  Brewer  was  born  in  Tioga  county,  N. 
Y.,  April  14,  1824,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  followed  general  farm- 
ing. He  married  Louisa  Abbott  of  Colden  and  they  had  one  child  (deceased).  His 
wife  died  in  1862  and  in  1872  he  married  Sarah  J.  McClure,  who  is  the  only  surviving 
one  of  a  family  of  six  children.  They  had  one  daughter,  now  eighteen  years  of  age, 
student  in  the  four  year  course  in  the  academic  department  of  the  Griffith  Institute. 
In  1872  Mr.  Brewer  and  his  wife  went  to  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in  farmmg.  Mr. 
Brewer  was  also  a  merchant  aud  was  well  informed  in  law,  which  he  practiced  in 
justice  courts.    He  died  July  21,  1892,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Crump,  Robert  G.,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood,  was  born  in  Colden,  N.  Y.,  July  18, 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Crump,  both  natives  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  Buffalo  in  1832,  and  to  Colden  in  1836,  settling  on  the  farm  the 
subject  owns.  Mr.  Crump  has  added  to  the  home  farm  and  now  owns  325  acres. 
December  7,  1873,  he  married  Irene  Williams,  and  they  had  six  children:  Charles L., 
Robert  L.,  Morris,  Julia  E.,  Grover  C.  and  Roy.  Mr.  Crump  is  a  Democrat  and  has 
been  supervisor  of  Colden  two  years,  1890  and  1891,  justice  for  eighteen  years  and 
now  holds  the  office;  was  justice  of  sessions  one  year;  March  9,  1897,  was  re-elected 
supervisor  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Currier,  Braun  &  Co.,  Colden. — This  firm  is  composed  of  William  B.  Currier, 
John  F.  Braun  and  George  W.  Nichols.  Mr.  Currier  was  born  m  Holland,  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.,  April  17,  1859.  and  is  a  son  of  Chauncey  and  Aurilla  (Bailey)  Currier. 
His  grandfather,  Col.  Abner  Currier,  was  the  first  settler  in  Holland,  N.  Y.,  coming 
from  Vermont,  about  1809.  W.  B.  Currier  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
worked  as  a  clerk  for  Stickney  &  Jackson  of  Holland  two  years  and  for  Beebe  & 
Myers  of  Springville,  N.  Y.  In  1881  he  came  to  Colden  and  formed  the  firm  of  Cur- 
rier &  Bolander,  which  partnership  continued  for  three  years,  when  they  dissolved 
and  Mr.  Currier  carried  on  the  business  alone  until  1890.  He  then  built  the  building 
the  firm  occupies  and  sold  to  Whitney  Bros.,  who  continued  the  business  untill  1894 
and  then  sold  to  John  C.  Lang,  who  in  one  year  sold  out  and  the  present  firm  was 
established,  January  6,  .895.  In  1883  Mr.  Currier  married  Anna  Nichols  and  they 
had  two  children:  Pearl  L.  and  George  H.  His  wife  died  August  23,  1891,  and  he 
married,  February  15,  1893,  Frone  River,  and  they  had  one  child,  Marjorie.  Mrs. 
Currier  died  June  4,  1896.  Mr.  Currier  has  always  been  a  Republican  and  was 
supervisor  of  Colden  four  years  and  member  of  Assembly  in  1890.  He  is  a  member 
of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  East  Aurora  Chapter  No.  282.  R.  A.  M., 
and  Holland  Lodge  No.  631,  1.  O.  O.  F.  and  Colden  Tent  No.  36,  K.  O.  T.  M.  Mr. 
Nichols  was  born  at  Freedom,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Colden,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  saw  milling.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  was  supervisor  of  Collins  fifteen  years 
and  was  justice  of  sessions,  and  is  now  consul  at  Clifton,  Ontario.  Mr.  Braun  was 
born  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  June  6,  1869.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Germany  and 
came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1865  and  to  Colden  in  1881.  Mr.  Braun  was  educated  at 
Colden  Union  School,  Randolph  Institute  and  Griffith  Institute.    He  began  as  clerk 
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for  Mr.  Currier,  French  Bros.,  and  H.  R.  Kenyon  &  Co.  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1895  was 
taken  in  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  mentioned  above.  In  1894  he  married  Edith  Scott 
of  Springville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mildred.  He  is  a  member  of  Spring- 
ville  Lodge  No.  432,  L  O.  O.  F. 

Colburn,  OrHn  J.,  Colden,  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  Y.,  May  6,  1856.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  entered  the  Union  Business  College  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  but  owing  to  sickness  was  unable  to  finish.  He  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Hon.  A.  C.  Calkins  of  Hamburg,  and  in  a  short  time  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  D.  J. 
Wilcox,  of  Sprmgville,  where  he  finished  his  course  of  study.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1890  and  has  had  a  successful  practice  in  the  village  of  Colden  since  then. 
He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  hard  worker  for  his  party,  took  the  stump  for  William  J. 
Bryan  in  fall  of  1896.  He  has  served  his  town  as  supervisor  for  the  years  1892,  1893 
and  1894.  and  succeeded  in  reducing  the  tax  rate  in  Colden  to  the  lowest  in  many 
years.  Mr.  Colburn  is  a  member  of  Livingston  Lodge  No.  255,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  1879 
he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Otis  C.  Morton,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Viro- 
quaM.,  who  is  now  thirteen  years  of  age. 

Sweetapple,  Mrs.  Sarah,  Colden. — Charles  Sweetapple  was  born  in  England,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1809,  and  was  educated  in  England.  In  1833  he  married  Sarah  Lickman, 
and  in  1837  came  to  Long  Island  and  in  1840  to  Colden.  settling  on  a  farm.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sweetapple  had  thirteen  children:  John  B.,  who  died  in  the  late  war;  Charles, 
a  farmer  of  Colden;  Joseph  B.,  who  lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Alfred  J. ;  William 
died  in  the  army;  Albert  lives  in  Pennsylvania;  Arthur,  deceased;  Mary,  deceased; 
Caroline  lives  in  Indiana;  Frank,  Louise.  Fred  and  Jesse.  The  first  six  sons  of  Mr. 
Sweetapple  were  in  the  late  war. 

Montgomery,  William,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1861,  and 
in  1862  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  settling  in  Colden,  where  he  owns  a  farm 
of  162  acres,  but  now  resides  in  the  village  of  Glenwood.  In  1892  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Both,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ray  and  Allen. 

Izentrout,  Edward,  Colden,  was  born  in  Germany,  June  23,  1844,  son  of  August 
and  Hattie  Izentrout,  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  about  1852  came  to  America, 
settling  in  Colden,  where  he  died  in  1890,  and  his  widow  survives  him  at  this  date, 
1896.  Mr.  Izentrout  enlisted  in  1863  in  Co.  H,  21st  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  and  remained 
with  the  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  seven  years  spent  in  Michigan 
he  came  to  Colden,  where  he  married  Emily  Bridge,  daughter  of  Edwin  Bridge,  who 
kept  hotel  at  Boston  Corners  and  died  in  Colden  in  1891.  Mr.  Izentrout  is  a  member 
of  Chester  Bishop  Post  No.  478,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  N.  Y. 

Hayden,  Mrs.  S.,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood. — William  P.  Hayden  was  born  in 
Honeoye  Falls,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  November  17,  1828.  Mr.  Hayden  was  educa- 
ted in  the  common  schools  of  Rochester  and  since  twelve  years  of  age  has  taken  care 
of  himself.  He  came  to  Hamburg  in  1851  and  married  Samantha  Baker;  they  had 
eight  children:  Annie  E.,  Edwin  W.,  George  A.,  Mortimer  L.,  Lottie  M.,  Harry  A., 
Frank  E.  and  Bertha  M.  August  28,  1862,  Mr.  Hayden  enhsted  in  the  100th  N.  Y. 
Vols.,  and  served  until  January  18,  1865,  being  m  many  of  the  prominent  battles. 

Irish,  Jerome,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood,  was  born  in  Boston  September  23,  1837, 
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and  is  a  son  of  Alvah  Irish ;  his  mother  was  Hester  Skeggs.  His  father  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  in  1814;  his  mother  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Peru,  Clmton  county.  His  father  was  a  farmer  in  Golden  and  died  in  1869.  Mr. 
Irish  was  raised  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  school.  He  owns  a 
farm  of  242  acres  and  follows  dairying;  he  also  has  held  the  office  of  commissioner 
of  highways  eight  years.  April  23,  1865,  he  married  Rebecca  French,  and  they  have 
three  children:  William  H.,  Francis  G.  and  Loren  J. 

Gerstung,  George  J.,  Golden,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1856,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  is  a  farmer  and  owns  100  acres 
of  land  that  he  bought  in  1887,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  June  1,  1880,  he 
married  Gatherine  Foote  and  they  had  five  children:  Maybelle,  Susanna,  Glarence, 
Leroy  and  Raymond.  His  wife  died  July  28,  1893,  and  March  81,  1895,  he  married 
Ida  Higham  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  two  children,  William  and  Edward  Higham. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Gerstung  were  George  and  Ghristina  Gerstung,  natives  of 
Germany;  they  came  to  America  in  1851,  locating  in  Golden.  He  died  February  27, 
1875,  and  his  widow  lives  on  the  homestead. 

Gellner,  George,  Golden,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Bennington,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
ber 6, 1860,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  came  to  Aurora  in  1888  and 
bought  the  farm  of  eighty-eight  acres  he  now  owns.  February  14,  1888,  he  married 
Helena,  daughter  of  George  and  Dorotha  Gerhardt,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Dora  K.  The  parents  of  George  were  Henry  and  Gatherine  (Yanchey)  Gellner,  both 
natives  of  Germany,  and  are  now  living  in  Bennington,  N.  Y. 

Strong,  Orville  Glark,  Golden.  N.  Y.,  son  of  Nelson  and  Diana  (Moon)  Strong,  was 
born  July  1,  1834,  in  Machias,  N.  Y.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
Aurora  Academy,  and  read  medicine  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Jabez  Allen  of  Aurora 
and  Dr.  James  Ives  of  Strykersville,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  West  Falls,  Erie  county,  in 
the  autumn  of  1865.  In  January,  1868,  he  removed  to  Golden,  where  he  has  been  in 
continuous  practice  to  the  present  time.  Dr.  Strong  is  a  member  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Erie  Gounty  and  was  its  president  in  1887 ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Medical 
Association  of  New  York  and  also  member  of  the  National  Medical  Association ; 
health  officer  of  the  town  of  Golden  since  1875;  member  of  Living  Stone  Lodge  No. 
255,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  several  beneficiary  societies  for  which  he  is  medical  examiner. 
He  was  a  member  of  Go.  B,  10th  N.  Y.  Gavalry,  and  was  on  detached  service  in  the 
military  post-office  at  Gity  Point,  Va.,  from  September,  1864,  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  married  on  August  25,  1857,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Stevens  of  Wales,  N.  Y.  Their 
one  child  is  Jerome  Strong. 

Montgomery,  Francis,  jr..  Golden,  p.  o.  Glen  wood,  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scot- 
land, July  23,  1856.  When  three  years  old  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America, 
settling  in  Golden,  where  he  has  always  lived  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  carried  on  farming,  his  farm  consisting  of  226  acres,  it  being  the  old  homestead 
settled  by  his  father.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  October  30,  1889,  he  mar- 
ried Nora  L.  Perkins,  who  was  born  in  Golden,  August  18,  1869.  They  have  two 
children,  Leslie  M,,  born  April  29,  1891,  and  Francis  Howard,  born  January  19, 1895. 

Bremer,  H.  G.,  Evans,  p.  o.,  North  Evans,  was  born  in  Potter  county,  Pa.,  in  1856 
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and  is  the  son  of  John  F.  Bremer,  who  went  from  Buffalo  to  Pennsylvania  and  later 
to  Georgia,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  H.  C.  Bremer  returned  to  Erie  county  in  1886 
and  was  for  three  years  a  farmer  in  Eden,  and  in  1889  came  to  North  Evans,  where 
he  opened  a  store  which  he  ran  until  1895,  when  he  built  and  moved  into  his  present 
store,  where  he  now  carries  on  a  general  mercantile  business.  He  married  Rosa- 
mond Fales  in  1885,  and  has  two  daughters,  Mildred  and  Blanche. 

Brodie,  Benjamin,  Evans,  p.  o.  North  Evans,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1857  and 
came  to  Evans  the  next  year  with  his  father,  James,  who  was  a  tanner  and  ran 
a  tannery  from  1858  until  1878  at  Evans  Center.  In  1878  Benjamin  Brodie  pur- 
chased the  tannery  of  his  father  and  ran  it  until  1888,  when  he  bought  the  tannery 
at  North  Evans  and  moved  from  Evans  Center  to  North  Evans,  and  has  since  im- 
proved the  plant,  until  now  he  does  a  business  of  about  450  hides  a  week.  Mr. 
Brodie  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  town  affairs  and  has  for  the  past  four 
years  been  highway  commissioner. 

Bennett,  Judson  O.,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Evans  and  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Bennett,  who  came  from  Vermont  and  settled  in 
Cayuga  county.  In  1820  he  came  to  Evans  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  the  family 
now  resides.  J.  O.  Bennett  settled  on  a  part  of  the  homestead  when  he  married 
Nancy  A.  Taylor,  a  graduate  of  Ingham  University,  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.  His  farm  has 
been  for  the  past  twenty  years  a  successful  "  Summer  Resort,"  its  inmates  number 
ing  from  100  to  150  daily.  He  has  one  son,  Fred  L.  Bennett,  a  practicing  lawyer  in 
Buffalo.  J.  O.  Bennett  represented  his  town  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1887 
and  was  for  some  years  inspector  of  customs  at  Buffalo,  and  has  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  following  the  example  of  his  father,  who  per- 
haps served  the  town  and  county  in  more  capacities  than  any  other  man  of  Evans, 
being  member  of  assembly  in  1852,  supervisor  for  nine  years,  superintendent  of  the 
poor  for  four  years,  coroner  for  nine  years,  commissioner  of  the  workhouse  for  some 
years  and  other  minor  offices,  which  he  always  filled  to  satisfaction. 

Dewey,  Maria,  Evans. — Among  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Evans,  Erie 
county,  was  Truman  Dewey,  who  came  from  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  to  Evans  in  1816 
and  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  is  now  located  a  part  of  the  village  of  Angola; 
also  the  Evergreen  Cemetery.  He  was  for  many  years  prominent  in  town  affairs, 
holding  the  higher  offices  and  serving  one  term  in  the  Legislature.  He  died  in  1853 
and  left  three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Abner,  John  S.  and  George  M.,  sons;  the 
daughters  were  Mary  Ann,  Mary,  Abby  and  Emerett.  Abner,  the  older  son,  settled 
within  a  mile  of  his  father  and  was  a  successful  farmer;  he  voted  in  the  town  for 
sixty-one  years  and  never  missed  either  a  town  meeting  or  an  election,  and  held 
many  of  the  prominent  offices;  he  died  in  1893  and  left  one  son  and  two  daughters: 
Millard  F.,  Adelaide  (Mrs.  Abram  Tunkey)  and  Maria,  as  above,  who  owns  and 
lives  on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 

Heimburg,  John  M.,  Evans,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1844,  and  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  eight  years  old.  He  began  working  by  the  month 
when  twelve  years  old,  which  he  followed  until  1869,  when  he  married  and  began 
working  land  on  shares.  He  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  where  he  staid 
for  four  years  and  returned  to  Evans  in  1874,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  in  1892 
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sold  and  bought  a  larger  one,  where  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
the  town.  He  has  four  sons:  Edgar  F.,  Ray  D.,  William  S.  and  Percy  J.  (the  three 
younger  being  still  on  the  farm). 

Kinney,  John,  Evans,  p.  o.  North  Evans,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1824,  and  came  to 
America  in  1847,  settling  at  North  Evans,  where  he  began  the  blacksmith's  and  car- 
riage trade,  which  he  followed  until  1882,  when  he  retired  from  active  work  and  has 
devoted  his  time  to  looking  after  the  property  he  has  accumulated.  In  1848  he  mar- 
ried Julia  Killein,  and  they  have  seven  children  now  living:  John  J.,  William, 
Robert  E.,  Edward  M.,  Ellen  C,  Katie  J.  and  Estelle  M.  Mr.  Kinney  has  always 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  has  been  for  the  past  eighteen  years 
one  of  the  assessors  of  the  town. 

Nichols,  Jeduthun,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county  in  1827 
and  came  with  his  father,  Alanson  Nichols,  to  Erie  county  in  1831  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  where  the  latter  died.  Jeduthun  Nichols  came  to  Evans  in  1852, 
and  in  1853  married  Olive,  daughter  of  Elihu  Johnson  of  Boston.  They  began  life 
in  Evans  as  farmers,  and  they  have  three  sons:  Alanson  E.,  Charles  J,  and  George 
W.  Mr.  Nichols  has  been  for  many  years  Sunday  school  superintendent  and  deacon 
in  the  Baptist  church. 

Smith,  Elijah  Porter,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  born  in  the  town  of  Burlington,  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1817,  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  K.  and  Sally  (Porter)  Smith.  Mr.  Smith 
came  to  Erie  county  with  his  father  in  1835  and  settled  in  Brant  township,  which  at 
that  time  was  the  southern  part  of  the  town  of  Evans.  In  1843  he  married  Martha 
(Colvin)  Smith.  He  bought  and  cleared  a  large  farm  in  Evans,  which  he  occupied 
until  1877,  when  he  rented  it  and  bought  the  Caskey  Hotel  the  same  year  and  kept 
the  same  as  the  Union  Hotel  for  ten  years.  He  then  retired  from  active  life  and  has 
since  lived  in  Angola.  Mr.  Smith  has  five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Lucius  P., 
Jasper  E.,  Helen  G.,  Malcolm  W.,  Israel  E.,  Rosalie  V.,  Bion  E.  and  Nellie  M. 
Martha  Colvin  Smith  was  born  in  Cortland  county,  N.  Y. ,  in  1824.  Her  father, 
Israel  Philip  Colvin,  served  in  the  war  of  1812;  he  was  born  in  Rhode  Island;  moved 
from  there  to  Danby,  Vt.,  where  he  married  Valeriah  Fisk,  daughter  of  Reuben  and 
Martha  (Wait)  Fisk;  moved  to  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  in  1820,  and  in  1838  moved  to  Brant. 
Elijah  P.  Smith,  at  the  time  of  our  trouble  with  Canada,  known  as  the  McKenzie  or 
Patriot  war,  in  the  winter  of  1837-38,  was  doing  military  duty  under  the  old  mili- 
tia system  as  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Reuben  Gray's  company,  48th  Regiment,  Col.  Ira 
Ayer,  Brig. -General  Burt,  Major-General  Winfield  Scott.  He  was  warned  to  appear 
in  Buffalo,  January  1,  1838,  armed  and  equipped  as  the  law  directs,  which  he  did, 
with  an  old  French  flint-lock,  powder  in  horn,  bullet  moulds  and  lead.  They  were 
received  by  General  Scott  and  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  service,  and  stationed  on  the 
west  side  of  Grand  Island  and  in  Buffalo;  he  was  discharged  about  the  middle  of 
March;  he  was  in  Capt.  A.  M.  Clapp's  company  when  discharged.  In  1862,  without 
fee  or  reward,  he  volunteered  in  the  U.  S.  service,  for  three  years,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five;  his  was  the  first  name  on  the  roll  of  Capt.  James  Ayer's  company  of  the 
116th  Regiment.  He  was  in  active]service  as  sergeant  until  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads  and  at  the  battle  of  Winchester. 
He  is  a  charter  member  and  chaplain  of  James  Ayer  Post  No.  202,  G.  A.  R.,  Angola. 
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Schwert,  Julius  M.,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Gowanda,  N.  Y.,  February 
16,  1868,  and  in  1882  and  1883  worked  on  a  farm  at  Farnham,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  working  for  Granger  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers  of  Buffalo;  starting 
at  the  very  bottom  of  the  ladder  he  continued  working  up  until  he  was  traveling 
salesman  for  them,  until  1892,  when  he  bought  the  store  in  Angola,  where  he  has 
built  up  a  large  and  successful  business.  He  also  opened  a  store  in  Farnham,  N.  Y., 
in  1886,  which  he  sold  to  his  brother.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of 
Erie  county;  in  1893  he  was  elected  village  treasurer  of  Angola  and  still  holds  the 
position ;  in  1895  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Evans  and  was  unanimously  renom- 
inated in  1897,  but  declined  to  run.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committee  from  1890  to  1895.    He  married  Louise  Ahlers,  and  they  have  one  son. 

Walters,  Leonard,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  born  in  Collins,  N.  Y.,  is  a  son  of  John 
Walters,  who  came  from  Germany  to  Collins  in  1848.  and  was  a  butcher  and  drover. 
Leonard  Walters  settled  first  in  Brant,  where  he  was  a  farmer  for  some  years,  and 
later  moved  to  Evans  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  butchering  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  In  1896  he  bought  the  market  at  Angola,  which  he  carries  on  in 
connection  with  his  wholesale  trade.  His  wife  is  Phoebe,  daughter  of  Jacob  South- 
wick,  of  Brant, 

Watt,  A.  J.,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Silver  Creek  in  1861  and  is  the  son 
of  William  Watt,  who  came  from  Scotland  when  a  young  man  and  was  a  farmer  and 
died  in  Irvmg.  Mr.  A.  J.  Watt,  after  obtaining  a  common  school  education,  entered 
the  machine  shop  at  Silver  Creek,  where  he  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  which  he 
followed  until  1893,  when  he  had  accumulated  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  come 
to  Angola  and  purchase  the  Union  Hotel,  which  he  now  runs  as  a  popular  place  for 
commercial  men  and  the  public  in  general. 

Collins,  Edward,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  native  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  lived 
there  for  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  1834  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Collins,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1821,  settling  first  in  Ogdensburg  and 
later  moved  to  Oswego.  He  was  a  miner  and  contractor.  After  his  death  in  1857 
the  mother  and  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  she  died  in  1884.  There  were  twelve 
children,  only  one  of  whom,  besides  Edward,  is  now  living.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
Edward  became  a  sailor  on  Lake  Ontario  and  continued  as  such  until  twenty-one 
years  old.  After  that  he  spent  twenty-five  years  as  sailor  and  captain  on  Lake  Erie, 
sailing  out  of  Buffalo.  He  was  captain  of  the  brig  Mechanic,  New  York  State,  and 
bark  Sweeney ;  he  was  later  in  charge  of  the  bark  Waverly  and  the  schooner  King- 
fisher and  many  other  freight  and  passenger  boats  on  the  lake.  In  1877  Mr.  Collins 
accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  H.  L.  &  W.  C,  Newman  Cement 
Works  at  Akron  and  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Collins  married  Anna, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Malone  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  Minnie  married  Dr.  T.  J.  G.  Shehan  of  Buffalo,  and  are  now 
residents  of  South  Dakota. 

The  Cummings  Cement  Company,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron. — In  the  year  1854  the 
firm  of  Cummings  &  Sons  made  and  established  the  brand  known  as  the  Cummings 
Cement.  The  head  of  this  firm  was  the  father  of  the  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
present  company,  and  grandfather  of  the  vice-president  and  secretary.    From  the 
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date  given  until  the  present  time  the  number  of  barrels  of  cement  produced  and  sold 
bearing  the  name  of  Cummings,  has  reached  the  total  of  6,360,000;  over  600,000 
barrels  were  used  in  the  construction  of  the  New  Croton  aqueduct,  New  York  city. 
Cummings  cement  has  been  used  in  the  construction  of  every  railroad  leading  out 
of  Buffalo,  and  in  New  England,  in  Cleveland,  Toledo,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Milwaukee, 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Omaha,  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis  and  scores  of 
others.  It  has  also  been  used  in  the  vast  sewer  systems  of  all  the  cities  of  the  great 
chain  of  lakes,  and  in  scores  of  waterworks  systems  throughout  the  country;  also 
extensively  used  by  the  United  States  government.  The  works  of  the  Cummings 
Cement  Company,  the  largest  and  most  complete  works  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States,  are  situated  at  Akron,  N.  Y.,  and  located  on  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad, 
twenty  miles  northeast  of  Buffalo.  The  plant  alone  covers  three  and  fifty-five  hund- 
redths acres,  and  is  operated  by  engines  developing  over  1,000  horse-power.  The 
grinding  is  done  by  the  system  of  gradual  reduction,  with  crushers,  pulverizers  and 
twenty  run  of  42-inch  millstones.  The  general  offices  are  in  the  Ellicott  Square 
building,  Buffalo,  and  the  officers  are,  Uriah  Cummings,  president:  Homer  S.  Cum- 
mings, secretary;  Palmer  Cummings,  treasurer  and  general  manager,  and  Ray  P. 
Cummings,  vice-president;  New  England  office,  Stamford,  Conn. 

Dailey,  Merritt  H.,  M.  D.  S.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  son  of  Marret  Dailey  of 
Oakfield,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  June  15,  1848.  His  father  was  a  me- 
chanic of  considerable  note  and  was  formerly  engaged  in  business  in  Oakfield,  and 
died  in  1878.  Dr.  Dailey  was  the  second  of  five  children  and  early  had  to  assume 
heavy  responsibilities,  not  only  in  making  his  own  way,  but  in  caring  for  others  in 
the  family.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  Cary  Collegiate  Seminary  at 
Oakfield,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  Akron  and  entered  upon  a  clerkship 
in  the  store  of  John  Wainright,  the  leading  merchant  in  the  village.  After  two  years' 
service  he  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business,  opening  a  store  on  Main  street,  but  dur- 
ing this  time  he  became  ambitious  to  enter  the  dental  profession  and  became  a  stu- 
dent in  the  office  of  Dr.  A.  H,  Fowler,  a  well  known  dentist  in  Batavia.  Having 
completed  his  studies  and  passed  his  examinations,  he  returned  to  Akron  to  take  up 
the  work,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  there  has  been  no  halt  in  the  progress 
of  his  success.  Dr.  Dailey  has  in  Akron  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  offices 
in  Erie  county,  besides  having  an  office  in  Buffalo  where  he  spends  every  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  of  each  week.  In  1889  he  received  from  the  State  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  S. ,  after  years  of  assiduous  work.  In  1868  he  married  Anna  E,  Wainright,  daugh- 
ter of  his  first  employer  in  Akron. 

Eadie,  James,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  came  from  Newcastle-on  Tyne,  England, 
where  he  was  born  in  1847.  Having  received  a  liberal  education,  and  being  some- 
what ambitious,  he  decided  to  leave  his  home,  and  came  to  America  in  1865;  he 
finally  came  to  Akron  and  entered  the  employ  of  E.  J.  Newman  &  Co. ,  in  which  he 
still  continues,  and  for  the  last  eighteen  years  has  been  superintendent  of  their  large 
flouring  mill.  Mr.  Eadie  has  been  a  Democrat  in  politics  since  coming  to  this  coun- 
try, and  has  always  been  zealous  in  the  party's  behalf;  he  has  also  served  on  the 
Village  Board  as  treasurer  for  six  years,  and  also  served  as  school  trustee  for  two 
terms  in  his  district.  Mr.  Eadie  married  Miss  Mary  Coughlin  in  1868,  and  they  have 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
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Hain,  William  H.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  South  Nevvstead,  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
town  of  Newstead  since  1893,  but  has  spent  all  of  his  life  in  Erie  county.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Clarence  in  1857  and  spent  his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Philapena  Hain,  who  came  from  Germany  in  the  early 
days  and  settled  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Clarence,  where  he  was  a  prosperous 
farmer,  and  died  in  1857,  his  wife  in  1888.  During  his  early  days  WilHam  H.  at- 
tended the  district  school  in  winters  and  worked  at  carpentering  summers.  In  the 
mean  while  he  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  carried  on  the  business  of  car- 
penter and  builder.  He  also  taught  school  winters  until  he  became  a  resident  of 
Newstead.  Mr.  Hain  is  a  zealous  Republican  and  has  done  active  work  in  the  inter- 
est of  his  party.  He  married,  in  1886,  Alice  E.  Crego;  she  died  in  1888.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Christina,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Christina  Nice,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Mabel  A. 

Loomis,  Carhsle,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  in  Michigan  in  1868,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  K.  and  Hannah  L.  Loomis.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  less  than  six 
years  of  age  and  there  being  a  large  family  of  children,  Carlisle  was  permitted  to 
live  with  his  uncle,  R.  E.  Janes,  at  Leroy,  N.  Y.  In  a  short  time  the  family  re- 
moved to  Livonia,  N.  Y.,  and  Carlisle  was  taken  with  them,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  After  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  the  employ  of  J.  D. 
Howell,  a  leading  jeweler  of  that  place,  and  learned  the  trade.  Three  years  com- 
pleted this  service,  but  he  remained  another  year,  and  in  1892  Mr.  W.  W.  Parker,  a 
jeweler  at  Akron,  engaged  Mr.  Loomis  as  manager  of  his  store.  After  two  years  of 
successful  business  experience  Mr.  Loomis  embarked  in  business  for  himself,  open- 
ing at  first  a  small  store  in  an  up-town  quarter,  but  by  careful  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, it  gradually  grew  so  as  to  necessitate  larger  quarters,  and  he  then  erected  a 
new  building,  which  he  now  occupies.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Erie  county. 

Miner.  George  F.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  at  Olean,  Cattaraugus  county, 
N.  Y. ,  October  7,  1853,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  and  mother,  two  years  later, 
he  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather,  M.  M.  Miner.  His  father,  George  H.  Miner, 
was  a  jeweler  by  trade,  and  had  established  himself  in  business  in  Olean  little  more 
than  two  years  before  his  death.  He  was  a  native  of  vSpringville,  and  had  spent  all 
his  Hfe  there  previous  to  moving  to  Olean.  His  wife,  Jerusha  A.  Pratt,  came  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Erie  county,  as  her  grandfather  was  the  second  mer- 
chant to  establish  in  Buffalo.  They  were  also  prominently  identified  with  the  early 
struggles  of  the  settlers  of  those  days.  George  F.  Miner  was  educated  at  the  schools 
in  Springville  and  also  in  Cattaraugus  county.  He  then  taught  for  several  years  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  home,  and  in  1881  came  to  Akron  and  engaged  as  a  mechanic  for 
the  Cummings  Cement  Company.  On  account  of  proficiency  and  strict  attention  to 
his  duties  he  was  soon  made  master  mechanic,  and  in  1893  was  promoted  to  the  su- 
perintendency  of  the  works,  the  largest  single  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Miner  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  is  now  special 
district  deputy;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Encampment,  and  member  of  Akron 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  1873  Mr.  Miner  married  Ella  Blodgett,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Frank  A.  Mrs.  Miner  died  in  1876,  and  in  1879  he  married  Alice  E. ,  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Nancy  Rowley  of  Alden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. 
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Stearns,  James  W. ,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  native  of  Bradford,  McKean 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  July  21,  1850,  and  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Bradford 
and  the  oil  country.  When  seven  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Warren  county, 
where  James  W.  lived  until  1868.  He  attended  school  in  winters  and  worked  on  a 
farm  summers,  finally  taking  a  course  in  the  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Colle- 
giate Institute,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  After  graduating  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  holding  several  prominent  principalships  in  schools.  When  the  oil  de- 
velopment in  McKean  county  had  become  an  assured  success  Mr.  Stearns  returned 
to  his  native  county  and  embarked  in  the  oil  producing  business,  and  by  his  energy 
and  good  business  abilities,  soon  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  great  oil  center. 
He  was  not  only  alive  and  successful  in  his  business,  but  also  active  and  influential 
in  Democratic  politics  in  town  and  county.  On  account  of  this  and  the  general 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held,  he  was,  in  1867,  made  the  candidate  for  sheriff  of.  Mc- 
Kean county,  and  although  a  strong  Republican  coimty,  came  within  a  few  votes  of 
the  election.  In  1893  Mr.  Stearns  moved  to  Akron,  Erie  county,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  is  actively  interested  in  the  production  of  oil,  besides  having  large  inter- 
ests in  gas  producing  territory  in  New  York  State.  Mr.  Stearns  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  Democratic  politics  in  Akron,  and  in  1896  was  president  of  the  Bryan  and  Sewall 
Club.    In  1879  be  married  Annie  E.  Way,  and  they  have  four  children. 

Steiner,  Hon.  Henry  L.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  June 
26,  1863.  His  father.  Christian  Steiner,  with  his  wife,  Fredericka,  came  from  Ger- 
many and  settled  in  the  above  town,  where  they  became  prominent  among  the  farmers 
of  those  days.  Christian  Steiner  died  in  1866,  and  the  family  moved  soon  after  his 
death  to  the  town  of  Newstead,  where  the  mother  is  still  living.  They  had  six 
children,  of  whom  Henry  L.  was  the  fifth.  After  the  change  of  residence  Henry 
L.  was  sent  to  the  Clarence  Academy,  where  he  acquired  the  foundations  of  his  edu- 
cation. After  completing  his  course  there  he  entered  the  German  and  English 
college  at  Galena,  111.,  and  from  there  he  went  to  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School,  graduating  in  both  the  normal  and  law  deparment.  After  graduating  in 
1888  Mr.  Steiner  returned  to  Akron  and  entered  upon  the  pratice  of  law,  in  which  he 
has  attained  unusual  prominence.  At  the  outset  of  his  career  Mr.  Steiner  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  Republican  party  of  his  town  and  county,  and  almost  every  year 
since  he  has  had  honors  in  the  way  of  political  offices  conferred  upon  him.  In  1889 
he  was  elected  town  clerk,  which  position  he  continued  to  hold  until  1894,  when  he 
was  elected  to  represent  his  town  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  in  the  fall  of  1895 
received  the  nomination  and  election  as  member  of  assembly  and  was  re-elected  by 
a  largely  increased  majority  in  1896,  In  1890  he  married  Clara  B.,  daughter  of  W. 
L.  and  Samantha  J.  Paxon. 

Patch,  Will  E.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  has  been  a  resident  of  Erie  county  only 
since  1889.  At  that  time  he  was  induced  to  become  superintendent  of  the  Akron 
Cement  Works,  a  position  which  his  long  experience  in  a  similar  line  had  well  fitted 
him.  He  was  born  m  Hanover,  N.  H.,  in  1850,  but  when  not  more  than  two  years 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Rutland,  Vt.  His  father,  Joseph  L.  Patch,  was  a  native  of 
Plymouth,  Vt,  as  was  also  his  grandfather;  in  fact  the  ancestors  on  his  paternal  side 
go  back  in  Vermont  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  His  mother  was  Annette 
Lull  of  Lebanon,  N.  H.    W.  E.  Patch,  after  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
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Rutland,  became  interested  in  mining  machinery  and  in  1881  went  to  Chicago  to 
superintend  the  putting  m  of  machinery  plants  through  the  West  and  South  for 
Eraser  &  Chalmers.  The  plant  of  which  he  now  has  charge  has  a  capacity  of  800  bar- 
rels of  cement  per  day.  In  January,  1876,  Mr.  Patch  married  Agnes  M.  Loveland, 
daughter  of  S.  B.  and  Mercy  B.  Loveland  of  Pittsford,  Vt.,  and  they  have  two  liv- 
ing children:  Robert  J.  and  Abbie  L. ,  having  buried  two  little  girls  in  infancy. 

Tuttle,  John  W.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  the  youngest  child  in  a  family  of  four 
children.  His  parents  were  Milo  and  Abigail  (Davis)  Tuttle  of  Darien,  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y. ,  where  John  W.  was  born  in  1831.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  his  mother  was  born  at  Le  Roy,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.  Milo  Tuttle 
came  to  Genesee  county  in  1820  and  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  carpenter  and  builder.  In  1834  they  moved  to  Newstead,  where  Mr.  Tuttle 
bought  a  farm  and  followed  that  occupation  until  1849,  when  he  returned  to  Darien 
and  lived  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1872,  His  wife  died  in  1846  while 
a  resident  of  the  town  of  Newstead.  John  W.  Tuttle  was  brought  up  in  Newstead 
and  attended  the  old  Black  more  district  school  south  of  Akron  village.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  thirty-five 
years.  In  1882  Mr.  Tuttle  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Akron,  continuing  un- 
til 1894,  and  since  that  time  has  not  been  in  active  business.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in 
the  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Co.  B,  and  served  his  country  well,  being  promoted  to  ser- 
geant, then  to  second  lieutenant  and  a  little  later  to  first  lieutenant,  and  finally  to 
captain,  and  served  as  such  until  his  discharge,    Mr.  Tuttle  is  a  member  of  the 

G.  A.  R.  and  R.  T.  of  T. 

Burlingham,  William  H.,  Holland,  was  born  in  Machias,  Cattaraugus  county,  N. 
Y.,  April  10,  1839,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  William  and  Cornelia  Bostwick  Burling- 
ham. Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  November  14, 
1811,  and  came_  to  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  in  1816.  When  but  seven  years  of  age 
he  went  with  his  father  to  Canada,  where  he  remained  until  1838,  when  he  removed 
to  Cattaraugus  county  and  from  there  to  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son.  In  De- 
cember, 1837,  he  married  Cornelia  Bostwick,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Harry  Bostwick  of 
the  British  army  in  Canada.  After  their  marriage  in  1837  they  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  in  1840  settled  on  the  farm  where  she  now  resides  with  her  son.  William 

H.  Burlingham  received  his  education  in  the  district  school,  after  which  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Aurora  Academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  Michigan,  where 
he  taught  during  the  winters  and  worked  during  the  summer  at  millwrighting  un- 
til 1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  1st  Mich.  Cav. ,  at  Detroit  and  served  until  Oc- 
tober, 1862,  when  he  was  discharged  for  disability.  After  his  discharge  he  returned 
to  Holland  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  millwright  until  1864,  when  he  bought  the 
farm  he  now  owns.  February  1,  1864,  he  married  Sarah  Langdon ;  they  have  two 
adopted  daughters.  Mr.  Burlingham  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
and  the  G.  A.  R. ,  of  which  he  has  been  commander  for  a  long  time. 

Jackson,  William  B.,  Holland,  son  of  Saxton  K.  Jackson,  a  farmer  and  writing 
teacher  of  Vermont  Hill,  Holland,  was  born  March  20,  1858,  on  Vermont  Hill  near 
the  village  of  Holland,  and  by  the  death  of  his  father  was  left  the  almost  sole  sup- 
port of  his  mother  and  five  small  children.    His  early  education  was  such  as  could 
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be  obtained  in  the  district  school  where  he  resided  and  from  select  schools  in  the 
village  of  Holland,  which  he  attended  in  the  autumn,  between  the  terms  of  the  sum- 
mer and  winter  district  school.  May  11,  1874,  he  commenced  clerking  in  the  store 
of  Morey  &  Stickney,  where  he  worked  three  months  for  his  board,  after  which  he 
received  |10  per  month  for  some  time,  and  by  strict  attention  to  business  he  received 
promotion.  Mr.  Morey  retired  in  two  years  and  Mr.  Jackson  borrowed  $1,000  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Stickney,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stickney  &  Jack- 
son, which  partnership  continued  for  seven  years,  when  Mr.  Stickney  became  super- 
intendent of  the  Erie  Penitentiary,  selling  his  entire  interest  in  their  two  stores,  one 
at  Holland,  the  other  at  Protection,  N.  Y.,  to  Mr.  Jackson.  In  1888  Mr.  Jackson 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  Holland  store  by  fire,  but  nothing  daunted,  he  immediately 
opened  up  business  in  the  large  dining  room  of  the  Lowry  House,  closing  out  the 
stock  rescued  from  the  fire  and  continuing  there  until  his  large  store  was  completed 
and  ready  for  occupancy.  Since  then,  by  his  energy  and  thrift,  he  has  helped  to 
inaugurate  a  sound  system  of  water  works  in  Holland,  by  taking  about  one -third  of 
the  capital  stock  of  |10,000.  He  is  now  president  of  the  company  and  largely  through 
his  efforts  the  Bank  of  Holland  was  established,  he  having  been  president  since  its 
organization  in  1893.  He  was  postmaster  four  years  under  Harrison's  administra- 
tion. In  1895  was  elected  to  the  office  of  supervisor  for  two  years  and  re-elected  in 
March,  1897.  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  prominent  Mason,  Odd  Fellow,  Maccabee  and  a  mem- 
ber-of  the  Order  of  the  Iroquois.  He  is  largely  interested  in  real  estate,  owning 
property  in  Holland,  Golden,  pine  lands  in  Mississippi  and  a  large  farm  in  South 
Dakota.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Rochester  Loan  and  Savings  Association. 
January  12,  1881,  he  married  M.  Zina  Vaughan,  step-daughter  of  John  O'Riley,  and 
they  have  three  daughters,  Mabel,  Isabel  and  Annabel. 

Kimball,  Delos  W.,  Holland,  son  of  James  and  Esther  (Wheelock)  Kimball,  was 
born  in  Holland,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1831.  James  Kimball,  father  of  Delos  W.,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Erie  county,  coming  to  Hol- 
land in  1816,  when  there  were  no  roads  and  the  country  was  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
Delos  Kimball  received  his  education  in  Holland,  after  which  he  was  married,  in  1853, 
to  Lucretia  Davis.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he,  with  his  young  wife,  moved  to  Illinois, 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Wheelock,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  paper  mill,  and  remained  there  two  and  a  half  years.  September  9,  1855,  a 
son,  Frank,  was  born  to  them,  and  Mrs.  Kimball  died  in  the  November  following. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Kimball  returned  to  Holland  and  settled  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns,  and  in  1865  he  married  Mrs.  Hall,  a  widow  lady  living  in  Holland.  Mr.  Kim- 
ball is  the  owner  of  340  acres  of  well  improved  land  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairy- 
ing ;  he  is  also  a  large  grain  grower,  and  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers  in 
Holland.  Mr.  Kimball  has  served  six  years  as  assessor  of  the  town  of  Holland;  he 
was  elected  first  in  1887 ;  his  first  three  years  as  assessor  must  have  been  satisfactory 
to  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  Holland  or  he  would  not  have  been  liable  to  have 
gained  his  re-election  in  the  year  1890. 

Selleck,  Horace  E.,  Holland. — The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Selleck  was  Thad- 
deus  Selleck,  and  the  maternal  grandfather  was  Moses  Randell,  born  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  died  in  Holland,  N.  Y. ,  in  1871,  aged  eighty-one  years.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Selleck  was  Jonas  Selleck,  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Holland  in 
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1886,  aged  seventy-four  years.  His  wife  was  Annie  E.  Rande]],  born  in  Warren 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1832,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Achsah  A.,  born  in  1849  and 
died  in  1872;  Horace  E.,  born  May  2,  1851,  and  Randell  J.,  born  in  1883.  Mr.  Sel- 
leck  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Queensbury,  Warren  county. 
He  moved  to  Holland  in  March,  1868,  and  commenced  business  for  himself,  purchas- 
ing a  part  of  the  Humphrey  farm  of  sixty  acres,  where  he  resided  for  three  years; 
he  then  purchased  a  lot  containing  a  planing  mill,  built  a  house  and  manufactured 
garden  rakes,  hoes,  forks,  planing  and  matching  lumber,  etc.  He  is  a  member  of 
Holland  Lodge  No.  631,  L  O.  O.  F.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Delilah  Hunt,  born 
in  Holland  in  1853  and  died  in  1889,  by  whom  he  had  two  children.  Belle  and  Frank. 
Belle  married  William  W.  Spalding.  Mr.  Selleck  married  for  his  second  wife  Cath- 
arine Losell,  who  was  born  in  1864.  Mr.  Selleck  represents  the  following  fire  insur- 
ance companies:  the  u^tna.  Orient  and  Phcenix  of  Hartford,  and  the  Niagara  of 
New  York. 

Stanton,  B.  M..  Holland. — The  Stantons  trace  their  genealogy  back  to  Thomas 
Stanton,  the  first  one  in  America,  in  1635;  the  progenitors  were  from  England.  B. 
M.  Stanton's  grandfather,  Samuel  Stanton,  was  a  native  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Pa.,  and  his 
father,  Abel  Morse  Stanton,  was  born  June  30,  1805,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  died 
March  24,  1852,  at  Hamlinton,  McKear  county,  Pa.  Abel  Stanton  married  Sarah 
Scott  (born  in  September,  1819)  in  1837,  and  they  had  six  children:  Wilbur  Fisk,  born 
in  1839,  died  in  1841 ;  Alpha  Seaver,  born  October  6,  1840,  died  August  5,  1891 ;  Bev- 
erly Milton  (the  subject),  born  July  9,  1843;  Almond  Fletcher,  born  in  1844,  and  died 
in  1846;  Clarence  Welborne,  born  April  25,  1846,  and  Helena  Calista,  born  August 
16,  1851.  B.  M.  Stanton  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  May,  1861, 
enlisted  in  Co.  F,  35th  Regt.  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served  two  years,  being  discharged 
June  5,  1863.  After  the  war  was  over  he  worked  in  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
Blossburg,  Pa.,  until  1876,  when  he  moved  to  Holland,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  now  en- 
gaged as  engineer  for  A.  Rumsey  &  Co.,  and  the  U.  S.  Leather  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  six  secret  societies,  having  held  prominent  offices  in  several.  January  1, 
1864,  he  married  Adeline  Monroe  of  Rathbonville,  Steuben  county,  N,  Y.,  and  they 
had  one  daughter,  Carrie  M.  Stanton,  born  September  19,  1866,  and  died  January  11, 
1879,  in  Holland,  N.  Y. 

Savage,  Dexter,  Holland,  is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Savage,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  came  to  Erie  county  in  1838,  settling  in  Holland.  Mr.  Sav- 
age received  his  education  from  the  district  schools,  and  at  the  close  of  his  school 
life  engaged  in  moving  buildings,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1847 
he  married  Ruth  Colby,  and  they  had  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Mr.  Savage  manages  his  large  farm  of  180  acres  and  is  engaged  principally  in  dairy  • 
ing.    In  political  choice  he  is  a  free  silver  Democrat. 

Riley,  Philip  D.,  Holland,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  April  24,  1810,  and  was 
the  youngest  but  one  of  a  family  of  six  sons,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  His 
father,  James  Riley,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  his  mother,  Anna  Osborn,  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  were  both  of  New  England  Puritan  stock.  The  family  while  living  in 
Litchfield  was  a  regular  attendant,  and  the  mother  a  member,  of  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher's 
church.    In  1818  the  family  moved  to  the  town  of  Sheldon,  then  a  part  of  Genesee 
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county,  making  the  entire  journey  in  a  covered  emigrant  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  Having  bought  a  farm,  the  father  built  a  log  house  and  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing, which  he  pursued  for  four  or  five  years,  when  the  mother  died  and  the  family 
was  broken  up,  the  father  returning  to  New  Jersey.  Philip  remained  in  Sheldon  six 
years,  living  with  a  neighbor  for  whom  he  worked  on  a  farm,  attending  the  district 
school  in  the  winter.  He  then  went  to  the  town  of  Aurora,  Erie  county,  where  his 
older  brother,  Aaron,  was  engaged  in  trade  in  a  general  country  store  in  what  is  now 
the  village  of  East  Aurora,  where  for  several  terms  he  attended  an  academic  or  high 
school,  paying  his  way  and  clothing  himself  by  doing  chores  and  clerking  in  a  store 
for  Hon,  Joseph  Howard,  a  man  then  prominent  in  business  and  political  circles  of 
Erie  county,  under  a  written  contract  by  which  "the  party  of  the  second  part  shall 
receive  |50  a  year  and  doctor's  bill  to  the  amount  of  $5."  At  the  completion  of  this 
contract  Philip  applied  to  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  a  license  to  teach 
school,  passed  an  examination  and  received  a  certificate  signed  by  a  future  president 
of  the  United  States,  Millard  Fillmore,  he  being  one  of  the  examining  board.  Mr. 
Riley  has  preserved  this  certificate  with  great  care  as  one  of  his  choicest  possessions. 
After  four  months'  term  of  "keeping  school"  he  laid  aside  the  ferule  and  resumed  his 
clerkship  with  Mr.  Howard,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  1832,  when  he  went 
to  the  village  of  Holland  to  open  and  conduct  a  store  as  partner  of  Mr.  Howard. 
Within  a  year  he  bought  out  Mr.  Howard's  interest  in  the  business  and  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years  thereafter  he  carried  on  the  business  alone,  besides  engaging  largely 
in  farming,  growing  wool  and  dealing  in  cattle  and  horses  and  other  live  stock. 
In  1852-3  he  retired  from  trade  and  his  other  more  active  business  and  gave  his 
whole  time  to  the  care  and  management  of  his  large  landed  and  monetary  interests. 
In  1835  he  married  Miss  Elsie  Peck,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  and  Sarah  Deming 
Peck  of  Lima,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  who  is  still  living.  They  had  one  child,  a 
son,  who  died  several  years  ago.  Mr.  Riley  was  appointed  sergeant-major  in  the 
174th  Regt.  and  afterwards  promoted  by  the  governor  to  adjutant,  which  office  he 
held  to  the  close  of  the  Patriot  War.  He  was  formerly  a  Whig  but  subsequently 
allied  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he  has  acted  continuously  to 
the  present  day,  always  voting  a  "straight  ticket."  Although  never  a  politician,  he 
always  took  and  still  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  political  questions  of  the  day;  was 
the  party  candidate  for  several  State  offices  and  for  several  years  in  succession  rep- 
resented the  town  of  Holland  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  aided  largely  by  his 
influence  and  means  the  projection  and  completion  of  the  B. ,  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railroad, 
in  which  at  one  time  he  was  an  extensive  stockholder;  was  instrumental  in  estab- 
lishing the  Bank  of  Holland,  in  which  he  holds  a  large  amount  of  stock,  and  also 
contributed  liberally  to  the  establishment  of  other  local  business  and  manufacturing 
enterprises.  He  never  speculated.  By  his  industry,  energy  and  economy  he  has 
accumulated  an  ample  fortune,  owning  now  about  1,500  acres  of  land,  together  with 
stocks,  vState  and  National  bonds  and  other  securities. 

Jerge,  Philip  and  Herman,  Elma,  are  sons  of  Jacob  Jerge,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many in  1848  and  settled  in  Elma,  where  he  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade.  Later 
he  bought  out  his  employer,  William  H.  Bancroft,  and  carried  on  the  shop  alone  un- 
til 1887,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  sons,  Philip  and  Herman,  and  since  then  they  have 
carried  on  the  business  of  carriage  and  wagon  building,  building  a  large  number  of 
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trucks  and  express  wagons ;  they  also  do  a  large  business  in  handling  agricultural 
implements  and  also  all  kinds  of  blacksmithing,  having  two  separate  shops,  one  at 
Elma  village  and  one  on  the  Clinton  street  road.  Both  being  thorough  mechanics, 
they  have  been  very  successful  and  are  looked  upon  as  prominent  business  men  in 
their  line  of  work. 

Luders,  John,  Elma,  p.  o.  Elma  Center,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1839,  a  son  of 
John  Luders,  who  came  to  Elraa-in  1853,  and  died  in  1855,  leaving  three  sons,  Will- 
iam, Christ  and  John.  John  Luders  began  life  at  the  age  of  sixteen  by  working  on 
a  farm  b}''  the  month,  and  by  strict  economy  saved  enough  to  buy  a  small  piece  of 
land  near  Elma  Center,  where  he  began  farming  for  himself.  He  has  continued  to 
add  to  the  first  purchase,  until  at  the  present  time  he  has  a  farm  of  225  acres.  In  . 
1862  he  married  Sopha  Cook,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr. 
Luders  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and  was  for  some 
years  highway  commissioner  and  for  three  years  assessor;  in  1895  he  was  elected 
supervisor,  which  office  he  still  holds. 

Markham,  E.  J.,  Elma,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fabius,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Stephen  Markham,  a  lumberman  and  farmer,  who  came  to 
Elma  in  1858  and  died  in  1884.  Mr.  Markham  moved  to  Brewerton  in  1842,  where  he 
taught  school  for  some  time;  in  1859  he  moved  to  Elma,  where  he  taught  fifteen 
terms  of  school ;  in  1860  he  opened  a  general  supply  store  which  he  carried  on  until 
1892,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law ;  in  1872  he  built  a  large  cider  mill, 
the  second  in  the  State  at  the  time  that  washed  the  apples;  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cider  and  vinegar,  in  which  he  has  done  an  extensive 
business.  In  1891  his  son-in-law  entered  this  business  as  a  partner.  He  married 
Philura  Chapman  of  Syracuse  in  1852,  and  they  have  two  children,  Charles  E.  of 
Buffalo,  who  is  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Anchor  Line  Steamboat  Company, 
and  Nellie  A.  (Mrs.  L.  P.  Reuther)  of  Elma. 

Christy,  Harrison  B.,  Brant,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y., 
February  25,  1842.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Brant  in  November,  1847,  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Fredonia  Academy.  He  then  taught 
school  during  the  winters  from  1860  to  1865,  working  on  the  farm  during  the  sum- 
mers. In  1863  Mr.  Christy  married  Helen  E.  Avery  of  North  Collins,  N.  Y.  He 
served  as  town  clerk  in  1870  and  1871,  assessor  from  1874  to  1880,  and  was  supervisor 
in  1883  and  1884.  He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  the  Royal  Templars. 
His  son,  Norris  J.  Christy,  died  in  Colorado,  May  18,  1883,  aged  seventeen  years. 
Joseph  L.  Christy,  the  father  of  Harrison  B.,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
January  29,  1809,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Christy  and  grandson  of  John  Christy.  Joseph 
L.  removed  to  Silver  Creek,  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1832,  and  to  Brant  in 
1846,  where  he  died  July  18,  1873.  He  was  a  farmer  and  served  as  assessor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  March  19,  1834,  Mr.  Christy  married  Diana  Thompson,  who  was 
born  in  Ca3mga  county,  N.  Y.,  May  18,  1810.  Her  father,  George  Thompson,  son 
of  James,  removed  to  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1833. 

Dinnon,  Abram,  Brant,  was  born  in  Brant  in  1843,  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  where  his  father,  Harley  Dinnon,  settled  with  his  father,  Abram,  in  1834. 
Abram  died  in  1857  and  Harley  in  1872.    Mr,  Dinnon,  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
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spent  in  the  Rebellion,  where  he  was  in  the  10th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  has  always  remained 
on  the  homestead.  He  has  also  carried  on  a  store  since  1882,  and  since  1889  has  been 
postmaster,  and  has  also  been  notary  public  for  the  last  eight  years.  He  has  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Evans,  Ralph,  Brant,  was  born  in  1829  in  the  town  of  Manchester,  Hartford 
county,  Conn.,  and  is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Marilla  W.  Evans,  who  moved  from  their 
eastern  home  in  1830  and  settled  in  Brant.  His  father  died  in  1861,  leaving  four 
sons ;  the  oldest,  Arial,  lost  his  life  in  the  late  Rebellion.  Mr.  Evans  is  a  descendant 
from  one  of  seven  brothers  who  came  from  Wales  and  settled  in  Connecticut  before 
the  Revolution;  and  his  branch  of  the  family  were  powder-makers.  Mr.  Evans  left 
home  when  eighteen  years  old  and  learned  the  wagon-maker's  trade,  and  carried  on 
a  shop  for  fourteen  years  in  Chautauqua  county.  He  returned  to  Brant  in  1865, 
when  he  bought  his  present  home,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  gardening  and 
fruit  raising,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  William  Stanton,  and  they  have  one  son,  Elwin,  who  keeps  a  store  at  Brant  Center, 
and  one  daughter,  Linda. 

Fenton,  Elbridge  G.,  Brant,  p.  o.  Fenton,  born  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1839, 
is  a  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  grandson  of  Benjamin  Fenton.  He  came  to  Erie  county 
in  the  fall  of  1857,  where  he  lived  with  his  uncle  and  attended  the  Fredonia  Academy 
during  the  winters  of  1859  and  1860.  In  1861  he  enhsted  in  the  21st  N.  Y.  Vols.,  at 
Buffalo,  in  which  regiment  he  served  two  years,  being  in  a  large  number  of  engage- 
ments, and  was  wounded  at  Second  Bull  Run.  He  was  in  the  hospital  from  August 
31,  1862,  until  December  13,  1862,  when  he  received  a  sixty  days'  furlough,  which  he 
spent  at  Westfield  Academy,  and  after  rejoining  his  regiment,  was  detailed  to  Wash- 
ington to  do  light  guard  duty  until  the  expiration  of  term  of  enlistment,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Erie  county  and  Brant.  He  re  enlisted  at  Buffalo  in  the  33d  N.  Y.  Light 
Artillery,  independent  battery,  and  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  therein  October 
9,  1864.  He  returned  to  Brant  at  the  close  of  the  war,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming,  lumbering  and  fruit  growing.  He  is  a  bachelor,  and.  has  for  his 
home  company  and  housekeepers  two  maiden  sisters,  Dama  and  Emma.  Mr.  Fen- 
ton was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  North  Collins  Bank  and  is  now  its  vice-presi- 
dent.   In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican. 

Kirby,  Abram  S.,  Brant,  p.  o.  North  Collins,  was  born  in  1848  and  is  the  son  of 
Howland  S.  Kirby  and  grandson  of  Silas  and  Deborah  Kirby  who  came  from  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  and  settled  in  North  Collins  in  the  year  1828.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  three  daughters:  Humphrey,  Alonzo,  Silas,  Howland,  Frederick,- 
Charles,  Phebe,  Susan  and  Sally.  Howland  married  Amy  D.  Tucker,  daughter  of 
Abram  Tucker  who  came  to  this  country  in  1810.  Howland  died  in  1884,  leaving 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Ambrose,  Everett,  Dora  and  Abram  S., 
who  now  owns  the  old  homestead  and  carries  on  farming  and  gardening;  he  mar- 
ried Edith  J. ,  daughter  of  H.  H.  Byron,  who  came  from  England  in  1828  and  settled 
in  Eden,  where  he  died  in  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abram  S.  Kirby  have  two  children, 
one  son  and  one  daughter:  Frank  A.  and  Mabel  E. 

Lehley,  George,  Brant,  was  born  in  1855  in  Rochester  and  came  to  Evans  in  1861  ,^ 
where  his  father  is  a  farmer.    He  worked  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
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school  until  1872,  when  he  went  to  Angola  and  learned  the  carriage-maker's  trade. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Brant  Center,  where  he  opened  a  shop  and  carried  on  carriage 
and  wagon  manufacturing  until  1888,  when  he  opened  a  general  hardware  store  and 
has  since  dealt  largely  in  agricultural  implements.  Mr.  Lehley  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  m  the  welfare  of  his  town,  serving  nine  years  as  town  clerk,  and  in 
1890  was  elected  supervisor,  which  office  he  has  since  held.  As  a  financier,  Mr. 
Lehley  has  been  very  successful,  being  one  of  the  directors  of  the  North  Collins 
Bank  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Gowanda. 

Richardson,  F.  L.,  Brant,  was  born  in  Concord  in  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Jere- 
miah Richardson,  who  was  born  in  Newport,  Mass.,  in  1796  and  came  to  Concord, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  in  1815,  where  he  was  a  prominent  farmer,  until  his  death  in 
1879.  Mr.  Richardson,  after  attending  the  common  schools  of  his  town,  spent  two 
years  at  the  Pike  Semmary  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  began  farming  for  himself  and 
later  began  dairying  and  cheese  making,  which  he  followed  for  twelve  years.  He 
bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  1877  and  has  been  a  very  successful  farmer 
and  dairyman.  He  has  been  for  the  past  fourteen  years  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
M.  E.  church.  He  married,  August  3,  1870,  Miss  Miller,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Leroy. 

Velzy,  Oliver,  Brant,  was  born  in  1842  in  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son 
of  Eldred  Velzy,  who  came  from  Connecticut.  Mr.  Velzy  enlisted  in  1861  in  Co.  C, 
104th  N.Y.  Vols.  ("The  Wadsworth  Guards")  where  he  served  until  1864,  when  he 
re-enlisted  in  Co.  A,  188th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  where  he  served  until  July,  1865.  He  was  in 
some  of  the  leading  battles  of  the  Rebellion — Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Freder- 
icksburg, Weldon  Railroad,  Petersburg,  Five  Forks  and  at  the  surrender  of  Lee  at 
Appomattox.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Machias,  Cattaraugus 
county,  and  from  there  to  Brant,  where  he  has  since  been  a  farmer.  He  married  in 
1867  Lydia,  daughter  of  Amos  H.  Bradient  of  Little  Valley,  Cattaraugus  county,  and 
has  six  sons  and  one  daughter:  Weslie,  Elsie  M  ,  George  R.,  Seba  M.,  Eber  A., 
Amos  and  Orlean.  He  is  a  member  of  James  Ayers  Post  No.  202,  of  Angola.  He 
has  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in  town  affairs  and  for  the  last  eight  years  has 
been  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is  now  in  mercantile  business  at  Brant  Center. 

Wetherbee,  John,  Brant,  was  born  in  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Asa  Wetherbee,  who 
came  from  Massachusetts  to  Evans  in  1811,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  died  in 
1852,  leaving  four  sons.  Mr.  Wetherbee  has  been  a  prominent  man  in  his  town, 
being  first  town  clerk  for  several  years,  later  a  justice  and  in  1879  was  elected  super- 
visor, which  office  he  held  for  five  terms.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  when  a 
young  man  and  after  following  it  for  several  years  bought  a  farm  and  began  farm- 
ing. Since  then  he  has  been  quite  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate.  He  also  kept 
a  store  at  Brant  Center  for  several  years,  but  at  present  is  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, except  the  selling  of  real  estate  of  his  own. 

Bedell,  Ossian,  Grand  Island,  was  born  at  Georgia,  Franklin  county,  Vt.,  June  6, 
1882,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  and  the  seminary 
at  Lima,  N.  Y.  In  1840  he  came  with  his  parents  to  live  on  Grand  Island,  and  at 
the  age  of  eleven  began  driving  team  for  his  father  on  the  canal  and  for  nearly  twenty 
years  followed  the  canal  with  his  father  and  with  boats  of  his  own.    At  twenty-one 
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he  owned  a  farm  of  his  own  and  began  farming,  lumbering  and  boating  wood  on  the 
Niagara  River.  In  1874  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  who  organized  a  stock  com- 
pany and  built  the  Buffalo  and  Grand  Island  Ferry,  which  was  such  a  great  improve- 
ment to  the  Island.  In  1876  he  built  and  opened  the  Bedell  House  in  Grand  Island, 
of  which  he  is  still  proprietor.  During  Lincoln's  administration  he  was  appointed 
inspector  of  customs  for  the  first  district  of  Buffalo  Creek  and  was  located  at  Grand 
Island,  being  confined  principally  to  Tonaw^anda  and  Grand  Island.  During  the  ful- 
fillment of  this  office  he  had  many  exciting  adventures  and  narrow  escapes  with  his 
life,  while  apprehending  smugglers  who  made  Grand  Island  their  place  of  landing. 
In  1862-63  he  was  supervisor  of  his  town  and  from  1881  to  1884  was  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  public  works  for  the  western  division  of  the  Erie  Canal.  In  1890  he  was 
appointed  United  States  consul  to  Fort  Erie,  Ont.,  and  continued  in  office  until  a 
change  of  administration,  about  two  years.  In  1897  he  was  reappointed  to  the  Fort 
Erie  consulate,  which  he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Bedell  has  for  many  years  been  the 
recognized  leader  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  town  and  his  counsel  is  sought  by 
many  others  from  other  parts  of  the  county.  He  has  made  the  Bedell  House  and 
surrounding  grounds  the  most  popular  resort  in  Western  New  York.  He  also  owns 
a  pleasure  steam  yacht  fitted  to  carry  275  people.  On  March  28,  1854,  he  married 
Permelia  Zimmerman  of  the  town  of  Tonawanda. 

Alt,  George  H.,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  one  of  the  representative  young  men 
of  his  town,  was  born  in  Grand  Island,  March  31,  1860,  the  fourth  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters  born  to  Philip  and  Wilhelmina  (Schmidt)  Alt,  natives  of  Germany. 
Philip  was  born  in  July,  1827,  and  his  wife  in  October,  1829.  Philip  is  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1855  he  emigrated  to  America  and 
lived  in  Baltimore  two  years  where  he  plied  his  trade.  In  1857  he  came  to  Grand 
Island  where  he  plied  his  trade  several  years  in  connection  with  a  little  store.  He 
was  industrious  and  frugal  and  later  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres  to  which  he 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  220  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican 
and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  commissioner  of  highways  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
filling  the  latter  office  six  years.  While  on  the  Island  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Evangelical  church,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee  several  years  and  also  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school  many  years.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  same 
church.  Their  children  are  John,  Peter,  Philip,  George,  Amelia,  Katharine  and 
and  Frank.  In  1892  Mr.  Alt  divided  his  farm  among  his  sons  and  moved  to  Black 
Rock,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  assisting  his  youngest  son  in  his  meat  market. 
George  H.  Alt  has  spent  his  life  thus  far  on  the  Island,  remaining  with  his  parents 
assisting  in  a  general  way  until  he  took  the  part  of  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides 
and  operates.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  was  elected  town  tax  collector  and 
is  now  filling  his  second  term  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  of  Grand  Island,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  three  yeais.  In  1885  he  married 
Jennie  E.,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Mary  (Webb)  Webb  of  Grand  Island,  and 
they  have  one  son,  George  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alt  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  of  which  Mr.  Alt  is  trustee  and  treasurer.  Mrs.  Alt  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society. 

Cunningham,  William  G.,  a  prominent  man  of  Grand  Island,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  was  born  in  Sandy  Hook,  Ky. ,  April  5,  1842,  a  son  of  Henry 
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and  Mary  (Gee)  Cunningham,  natives  of  the  north  of  Ireland.  Henry  Cunningham 
was  a  military  man,  large,  powerful  and  athletic.  During  a  wrestling  or  jumping 
contest  in  1847  he  ruptured  a  blood  vessel  and  bled  to  death.  His  wife  died  the  fol- 
lowing year.  William  G.  was  then  a  child  of  six  years,  left  without  a  relative,  and 
he  was  taken  by  kindly  people,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGregory,  who  took  him  to  their 
home  on  a  farm  near  St.  Catherine,  Canada.  In  1860  he  came  to  Grand  Island  and 
on  August  8,  1861,  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  44th  N.  Y.  Vols.  ;  this  company  was  known  as 
the  Ellsworth  Avengers.  This  company  was  composed  of  a  select  lot  of  men,  one 
man  being  chosen  from  each  town  in  Erie  county  and  each  ward  in  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo, each  man  to  be  of  good  moral  character,  not  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  nor 
over  thirty  and  no  man  to  be  less  than  five  feet  eight  inches  in  height,  each  to  pos- 
sess |100  with  which  to  equip  himself  with  rifle  and  two  suits  of  special  made  clothes. 
He  was  mustered  in  at  Albany  and  served  three  years.  He  fought  under  McClel- 
lan,  Burnside,  Hooker,  Meade  and  Grant.  The  principal  battles  in  which  he  partici- 
pated were:  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines  Mills,  Malvern  Hill, 
Groveton,  Second  Bull  Run.  Antietam,  Dam  No.  5,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Middleburg,  Gettysburg  and  the  Wilderness.  He  received  six  wounds  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  and  lay  on  the  field  two  days ;  he  was  found  by  James  B.  Storms, 
and  to  him  he  is  indebted  for  his  life.  From  the  effects  of  those  wounds  he  was  con- 
fined to  the  hospital  six  months.  He  then  returned  to  his  regiment  and  fought  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  where  he  was  again  wounded  on  May  5.  He  returned 
to  Albany  with  his  regiment  and  was  mustered  out  as  sergeant  October  11,  1864. 
Returning  to  Grand  Island  he  engaged  in  farm  work  for  a  time  and  later  spent  two 
years  in  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania,  when  he  agam  returned  to  Erie  county  and  en- 
gaged as  a  steamboat  engineer  on  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Erie,  following  this 
for  fourteen  years.  During  this  time  he  purchased  the  farm  in  Grand  Island  which 
he  now  occupies  and  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  In  politics  Mr.  Cunningham 
is  a  Republican,  but  has  always  firmly  declined  the  many  proffered  nominations  for 
public  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Veteran  Legion,  Encampment  No.  97  of 
Buffalo.  In  1869  he  married,  Hannah  Mayne,  a  native  of  Prussia,  born  in  1846.  She 
started  for  America  in  1853  with  her  grandparents  and  mother,  the  latter  dying  on 
shipboard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  have  one  son,  Fred  William,  who  resides  in 
Buffalo,  is  married  and  has  two  children.  Seventeen  years  after  the  birth  of  their 
first  son  a  second  son  was  born  to  them,  John,  who  died  after  a  little  over  a  year  of 
life.  The  loss  of  this  little  fellow  was  the  most  severe  blow  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunning- 
ham ever  received. 

Cook,  Van  Rensselaer  R.,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Sheenwater,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  residents  of  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  the  town  of  North  East,  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  16,  1820,  one  of  eight  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  Lewis 
and  Hannah  (Darling)  Cook.  He  was  the  seventh  son  of  this  union,  all  of  whom  are 
now  dead.  His  father  kept  a  hotel  in  North  East  Center  for  many  years  and  died 
when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  Van  Rensselaer  attended  the  common  schools, 
assisted  his  father  until  he  went  out  of  business  and  then  engaged  as  a  farmer.  In 
1851  he  came  to  Grand  Island  and  the  following  year  purchased  sixty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land,  which  he  cleared,  converting  the  timber  into  spiles  and  cord  wood  and  sell- 
ing them.    He  would  cross  the  river  in  a  boat,  which  was  a  fiat  bottomed  one  pro- 
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pelled  by  man  power.  He  owns  the  farm  where  he  resides.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty- six  years,  being  excused  in  189Q 
on  account  of  his  age.  Duringhis  career  as  justice  he  never  had  a  decision  reversed. 
Previous  to  his  being  justice  he  was  town  constable.  In  1853  he  married  Susan 
House  of  Canada,  daughter  of  Louis  A.  and  Sarah  (Garner)  House,  and  they  had  six 
children,  all  living  except  one  son,  Lorenzo,  who  died  when  thirty-four.  His  chil- 
dren are  as  follows  Hannah,  Lewis,  Lorenzo,  Henry,  Mary  and  Salome  J.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  he  was 
trustee.  The  log  house  which  Mr.  Cook  built  in  1855  he  is  still  living  in,  having 
added  a  frame  addition.  His  son  Henry  opened  and  named  Eagle  Park,  prepared 
the  grounds  and  conducted  the  hotel  a  number  of  years. 

Dinsmore,  William  C,  a  representative  citizen  of  Grand  Island,  was  born  at  Black 
Rock,  Buffalo,  November  1,  1843,  one  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  John 
and  Anna  (De  Land)  Dinsmore,  natives  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  parentage. 
John  was  one  of  three  brothers,  two  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1832.  He  located 
at  Black  Rock,  where  he  followed  various  occupations  and  later  moved  to  Canada, 
where  he  had  charge  of  a  section  of  the  construction  work  during  the  building  of  the 
Welland  Canal.  In  1847  he  moved  to  Grand  Island,  where  for  many  years  he  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  fisherman  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months  and  farming 
summers.  At  the  former  he  earned  considerable  money,  and  in  1855  purchased  a 
farm  and  later  another  one.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  Canada,  where  he  died  in  July,  1876.  His  wife  died  in  1863.  William  C. 
Dinsmore  grew  to  manhood  on  the  Island,  attended  the  common  schools  and  worked 
on  his  father's  farm.  When  twenty-one  he  left  home  to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist 
at  Black  Rock,  and  after  a  year  or  two  the  life  of  working  under  a  whistle  and  a  boss 
became  distasteful  to  him  and  he  concluded  to  become  his  own  master.  Returning  to 
Grand  Island,  he  with  his  brother  John  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  the  timber  on 
which  they  converted  into  timbers  and  cord  wood,  and  made  themselves  a  farm. 
Here  they  remained  twelve  years,  when  they  divided  the  property.  He  now  owns 
158  acres  of  improved  land.  He  early  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  political 
welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  represented  his  town  as  commissioner  of  highways,  assessor,  etc.,  and 
often  represented  his  party  at  the  county  and  assembly  conventions.  He  was  for 
over  four  years  inspector  of  customs  and  assistant  collector  under  Cleveland'sadmin- 
istration.  Mr.  Dinsmore  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  Grand  Island. 
In  1878  he  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  John  Staley,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Anna  M.,  Jennie  L.  and  Rose  M.  Mrs.  Densmore  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies  of  the 
Maccabees. 

Ehlers,  Henry,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Beach  Haven,  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ger- 
many, May  31,  1852,  the  fifth  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters  born  to  Frederick 
and  Mary  Ehlers.  Frederick  Ehlers  is  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  still  resides  in  his 
native  place.  His  wife  died  in  1893.  His  eldest  son,  John,  died  in  the  German 
army  while  at  war  with  France.  Henry  Ehlers  worked  at  farm  work  in  Germany 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1872,  being  the  only  son  of  the  family  to  leave  their 
native  place.  Arriving  in  this  county,  he  went  to  the  town  of  Amherst,  where  he 
found  employment  on  a  farm.    Three  years  later  he  came  to  Grand  Island,  where  he 
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bought  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  and  settled  down  to  farming  for  himself,  doing  a  gen- 
eral and  successful  farming.  To  this  farm  he  added  twenty-six  acres.  Mr.  Ehlers 
has  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town,  joining  sides  with 
the  Republican  party ;  he  has  been  twice  elected  to  the  office  of  assessor  and  served 
one  term  as  poormaster  of  his  town.  In  1875  he  married  Sophia  Buckholz,  born  in 
Germany,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Christina  Buckholz.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ehlers 
were  born  thirteen  children:  Henry.  John,  Charles,  Mary,  William,  Lena  (who  died 
when  eleven  years  of  age),  Frederick,  Matilda,  Benjamin,  Walter  (who  died 
when  five),  Arthur,  Mabel  and  Emma.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ehlers  are  members  of  the 
German  Evangelical  church. 

Grehlenger,  Mrs.  Louise,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland. — Lewis  Grehlenger,  was  one 
of  the  old,  prominent  and  successful  farmers  of  Grand  Island.  He  was  born  in 
Prussia  in  1831,  reared  in  Luxenburger,  Germany,  one  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters born  to  Jacob  Grehlenger.  He  pursued  the  wagonmaker's  trade  while  in  Ger- 
many, and  in  1855  came  to  America,  coming  direct  to  Grand  Island,  where  he  found 
employment  with  John  Nice,  boating  on  the  Niagara  River  summers  and  getting 
out  timber  winters.  By  his  industry  and  careful  attention  to  his  employer's  inter-  f 
ests  he  w^as  soon  promoted  to  captain  of  the  boat,  which  he  followed  twelve  years. 
He  purchased  a  farm  and  was  hard  working  and  successful,  purchasing  from  time  to 
time  until  he  owned  323  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  always  doing  his 
duty  as  a  voter,  but  never  an  aspirant  to  public  honors,  but  was  persuaded  by  his 
friends  and  family  to  accept  the  office  of  assessor  one  term.  In  1861  he  married 
Mrs  Louise  (Lucha)  Walter,  and  they  had  ten  children:  Jacob  and  John  (twins,  died 
in  infancy),  Clara,  John,  George,  Lewis,  Frederick,  Sarah,  Frank  and  Eleanor.  In 
religion  Mr.  Grehlenger  was  a  Catholic.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  and  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  three  years.  He  died  in  1894. 
Mrs.  Grehlenger  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  November  2,  1833,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Justina  Lucha.  She  was  married  to  Henry  Walter  in  Germany  and 
came  with  her  husband  to  America  in  1857.  Arriving  at  Tonawanda  Mr.  Walter  im- 
mediately found  employment  on  a  wood  boat  and  three  days  after  their  arrival  he 
fell  off  the  boat  into  the  Niagara  River  and  was  drowned,  his  body  never  being  re- 
covered. Mrs.  Grehlenger  resides  on  the  farm  which  is  now  conducted  by  her  four 
younger  sons.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  church.  Her  sons  are  all  Re- 
publicans, all  members  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  stockholders  in  the 
Grand  Island  Creamery. 

Geschwender,  Bernard,  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  Grand  Island,  August  11,  1858, 
the  second  of  five  sons  born  to  Magnes  and  Anna  Mary  (Wolford)  Geschwender, 
natives  of  Germany.  Magnes  was  born  in  1826  and  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor. 
He  served  in  the  German  army  as  coffin-maker,  and  in  1852  emigrated  to  America. 
After  a  few  months'  stay  in  Buffalo  he  located  on  Grand  Island,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged m  the  woods  hewing  timber  and  railroad  ties,  but  in  a  short  time  he  was  found 
at  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  contracting,  which  business  he  followed  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  After  fifteen  years  on  the  Island  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land 
where  he  made  him  a  home  and  reared  his  family.  He  was  keenly  awake  to  all  the 
public  affairs  of  the  town,  affiliating  with  the  Republican  party  who  once  elected  him 
to  the  office  of  town  collector.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  was 
11 
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the  only  member  of  his  family  who  came  to  America,  and  he  died  in  1873.  His  wife 
and  ten  children  survive  him  and  reside  on  the  homestead.  Bernard  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpentry  and  followed  the 
business  of  contracting  and  building  until  1894.  In  1893  he  erected  the  hotel  he  now 
conducts  on  the  corner  of  the  Base  line  and  Staley  roads,  his  brother  Magnes  con- 
ducting the  hotel  for  him  the  first  year.  In  1894  he  assumed  personal  charge  of  the 
business  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  since.  He  was  postmaster  of 
the  Inland  post-office  during  the  last  year  of  Cleveland's  administration.  He  is  an 
active  worker  and  a  recognized  influence  in  the  Democratic  party;  he  is  now  one  of 
the  town  Democratic  committeemen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C,  B.  L.  In  1894  he 
married  Frances,  daughter  of  Earnest  Henry  and  Anna  (Ferringer)  Freeman,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Leonard.  Mrs.  Geschwender  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies  of  the 
Maccabees,  Hive  No.  1,  of  Grand  Island,  of  which  she  is  ex-finance  keeper,  which 
office  she  held  for  five  years. 

Kaiser,  Henr}^  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  was  born  in  Grand  Island,  August  25, 
1857,  a  son  of  Adam  and  Anna  Barbara  (Schroen)  Kaiser,  natives  of  Saxony,  Ger- 
many. Adam  was  born  in  November,  1818,  and  was  a  farmer.  He  came  to  America 
in  1854  and  in  1858  settled  on  Grand  Island,  where  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of 
land,  the  timber  on  which  he  converted  into  cord  wood,  and  by  his  industry  he  soon 
accumulated  more  property  until  he  owned  200  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican and  filled  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  for  a  number  of  years  and  at  one 
time  was  employed  in  connection  with  canal  construction.  Mr.  Kaiser  and  his  wife 
were  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Evangelical  church.  He  died  in  1882 
and  his  wife  in  1897.  Henry  Kaiser  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty-one, 
when  he  began  for  himself  on  a  rented  a  farm  and  after  five  years  purchased  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres  and  later  bought  forty  more.  He  conducts  a  general  farming  business, 
but  has  made  hay  raising  a  specialty.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  for  three 
years  represented  his  town  as  one  of  its  assessors  and  is  now  filling  his  first  term  as 
justice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Grand  Island  and  was  one  of 
the  foremost  promoters  in  its  organization ;  he  was  then  elected  secretary  and 
purchasing  agent  which  office  he  filled  a  few  years.  In  addition  to  his  other  enter- 
prises Mr.  Kaiser  is  an  active  stockholder  in  Grand  Island  Creamery,  and  for  fifteen 
years  has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Evangelical  church,  of  which  he  and  his 
wife  are  members.  In  1878  he  married  Josephine  Zimmerman,  born  in  Germany  in 
1854,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaiser  have  six  children : 
Martha,  Anna,  Frank,  Dora,  Lydia  and  Ruth. 

Huling,  Edward,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  a  prominent  Grand  Island  resident 
and  pioneer,  is  a  native  of  Bethany,  Genesee  county,  born  March  11,  1835.  George, 
his  father,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1803,  son  of  Rhodes  and  grandson  of  Capt.  Alex- 
ander Huling,  a  sea  captain,  and  the  first  Huling  to  settle  in  the  United  States  in 
1G90.  George  became  a  farmer  and  moved  to  Genesee  county  in  1827  and  in  1847 
came  to  Grand  Island,  where  he  purchased  and  cleared  a  tract  of  eighty  acres, 
erected  a  log  house  in  the  woods,  the  first  in  town  back  from  the  river,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  his  sons  increased  the  farm  until  he  owned  over  300  acres.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  held  the  office  of  assessor  and  other  minor  offices.  He  di- 
vided his  large  farm  among  his  sons  and  lived  to  be  nearly  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 
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During  his  younger  days  he  acquired  quite  a  reputation  locally  as  a  poet,  having 
composed  a  number  of  poems.  He  was  also  endowed  by  nature  with  a  mechanical 
mind  which  he  put  to  practical  use,  making  many  inventions.  He  was  honest,  in 
dustrious  and  sober.  His  wife  was  Harriet  Dixon,  born  in  Vermont  in  1806,  and 
they  reared  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  five  sons  now  living.  His  wife  died 
when  forty-seven  years  of  age.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Edward  Huling  grew  to  manhood  in  Grand  Island  and  received  a  limited  education 
in  the  common  district  schools.  The  early  years  of  the  Hulings  in  Grand  Island 
were  attended  with  considerable  excitement  caused  by  wild  animals.  They  lost 
several  hams  from  their  smoke  house  taken  by  a  bear;  one  evening  while  out  in  the 
woods  cooning  Mr.  Huling  and  his  brother  vv^ere  chased  by  a  panther.  They  hast- 
ened to  a  near  by  vacant  shanty  in  which  the}^  were  compelled  to  remain  all  night. 
The  beast  lingered  in  the  near  vicinity  until  morning,  making  the  night  hideous  with 
its  terrible  screams  and  filling  the  minds  of  the  young  Hulings  with  consternation. 
When  Mr.  Huling's  was  nineteen  years  old  his  mother  died.  The  father  and  sons  worked 
hard  together  and  paid  for  their  land.  Mr.  Huling  has  remained  on  his  portion  of 
the  farm  and  by  his  industry  and  careful  attention  to  business  has  prospered,  built 
him  a  fine  home  and  purchased  more  land.  He,  like  his  father,  has  always  adhered 
consistently  to  the  principles  of  Democracy  and  late  years  has  been  a  strong  believer 
and  advocate  of  bimetalism.  He  has  for  many  years  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
councils  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Grand  Island.  He  has  been  the  Democratic 
candidate  in  his  town  for  the  office  of  supervisor;  was  twice  elected  to  the  office  of 
town  clerk.  He  is  president  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Grand  Island,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  a  stockholder  in  and  president  of  the  Grand  Island 
Creamery  Co.  In  1863  he  married  Martha  C,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Ann  Bar- 
bara Kaiser  of  Grand  Island,  and  they  had  six  sons  and  seven  daughters,  ten  of 
whom  have  grown  to  maturity. 

Kaiser,  Adam,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
Grand  Island,  and  representative  men  of  his  town.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  he 
now  owns,  in  a  log  house,  November  4,  1859,  a  son  of  Adam  and  Anna  Barbara 
(Schroen)  Kaiser,  natives  of  Germany.  His  father  was  born  in  November,  1818,  and 
was  a  coach  driver  while  in  his  native  country.  He  came  to  America  in  1854, 
stopping  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  where  he  worked  on  the  canal  and  did  farm 
work.  A  few  years  later  he  moved  to  Grand  Island  and  in  1859  he  purchased  a  tract 
of  land.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  prosperous  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned 
300  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  reared  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
He  and  his  wife  were  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Evangelical  church.  He 
died  in  1883  and  his  wife  on  January  2,  1897.  Adam  Kaiser,  the  subject,  has  spent 
his  life  thus  far  on  the  homestead.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  into 
possession  of  120  acres,  partly  by  purchase.  He  early  manifested  an  interest  in  the 
political  aifairs  of  his  town  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  town  tax  collector  for  five 
successsive  years  and  has  often  represented  his  town  at  the  county  and  assembly 
RepubUcan  conventions.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Grand  Island  Creamery  and 
one  of  the  directors;  he  is  one  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Tonawanda,  in  which  he  is  also  a  stockholder.    He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
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of  Education  in  Grand  Island  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1884  he  married  Mary 
Klopp,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Caroline  Klopp  of  Clarence,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Ellen  E.,  Serena  J.  and  Bertha  May;  the  latter  died  in  the  spring  of 
1897  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  she  was  a  beautiful,  well-developed  girl,  possessing 
unusual  mental  ability  for  one  of  her  age ;  she  had  attained  musical  talent  to  a  high 
degree  and  was  loved  by  the  whole  community;  her  demise  was  a  severe  loss  to  her 
parents,  throwing  a  gloom  over  them  that  will  take  years  to  efface.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kaiser  are  members  of  the  German  Evangelical  church. 

Morgan,  George,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Tonawanda,  has  been  a  resident  of  Grand 
Island  for  fifty-two  years.  He  was  born  in  Hampton,  Canada,  in  1824,  son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Morgan,  natives  of  Ireland.  Henry  Morgan  was  educated  in  his  native 
country;  his  father,  being  wealthy,  always  allowed  him  a  liberal  income  and  when  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Canada  and  settled  on  a  farm.  In  politics  he  was  a  Conserv- 
ative; he  officiated  as  justice  for  many  years,  always  taking  an  active  interest  in 
politics.  He  was  twice  married  and  reared  four  children.  He  was  a  prominent 
Mason  and  died  when  eighty-four  years  of  age.  George  Morgan  began  life's  battles 
for  himself  when  eighteen,  leaving  home  and  going  to  Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  where  he 
remained  one  year,  thence  to  Grand  Island,  where  after  five  years  he  purchased  and 
cleared  a  farm  of  143  acres,  which  he  converted  into  a  permanent  home.  In  politics 
Mr.  Morgan  was  always  a  staunch  Democrat ;  though  never  an  aspirant  to  office  he 
was  persuaded  to  accept  the  office  of  assessor  for  several  terms.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Mr.  Morgan  has  accumulated  considerable  of  this  world's 
goods;  beside  owning  a  fine  residence  on  the  east  side  of  the  island  facing  the  river, 
he  owns  three  tenement  houses  in  the  village  of  Tonawanda.  In  1852  he  married 
Maria  Failes,  born  in  Buffalo  in  1830,  and  when  an  infant  came  with  her  parents, 
Henry  and  Mary  Failes,  to  Grand  Island.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  were  born  four 
sons  and  six  daughters.  Mr.  Morgan  has  retired  from  active  work  on  the  farm, 
leaving  the  farm  in  charge  of  his  son. 

McMurray,  Robert,  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Bertie,  Canada,  in 
March,  1840,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Mills)  McMurray,  natives  of  North  Ireland, 
of  Scotch  and  Irish  parentage  of  Protestant  faith.  John  McMurray  was  a  linen 
weaver  by  trade  and  came  to  Canada  when  thirty  years  of  age ;  he  settled  on  some 
timber  land  which  he  cleared  and  made  a  comfortable  home  and  became  prosperous. 
In  politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Liberals;  he  married  and  reared  six  sons  and  five 
daughters.  He  died  in  1877,  aged  eighty-three.  Mrs.  McMurray  died  when  forty- 
five  years  of  age.  Robert  McMurray  attended  the  common  schools;  remained  at 
home  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty-one  and  then  began  for  himself. 
In  1866  he  moved  to  Grand  Island  and  rented  a  farm  which  he  conducted.  In  1880 
he  moved  on  to  the  Lewis  F.  Allen  farm  of  500  acres,  of  which  he  has  been  the  suc- 
cessful manager  since.  For  some  years  he  devoted  much  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  Guernsey  and  Durham  cattle,  of  which  he  has  made  a  success  and  now  conducts 
a  dairy.  In  politics  Mr.  McMurray  is  a  Republican.  In  1865  he  married  Sarah  Scott, 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Cristeen  Wightman  Scott,  natives  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Canada  in  1832.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  is  Scotch- 
Irish  and  a  Liberal;  he  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Mrs.  Scott  died  at 
the  age  of  forty  years.    Mrs.  McMurray  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
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Roe,  Philip  J.,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  1,  1831,  a 
son  of  Philip,  who  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1794,  a  linen  weaver  by  trade. 
He  came  to  Buffalo  between  1825  and  1830,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  He 
was  an  honest  and  highly  respected  citizen  and  died  in  1834,  after  quite  a  protracted 
illness.  His  wife  later  married  Jacob  Goal  and  removed  to  Canada  where  Philip  J. 
grew  to  manhood.  Philip  J.  Roe  has  cared  for  himself  since  thirteen  years  of  age, 
following  various  occupations.  When  twenty-two  he  started  for  California,  but  only 
got  as  far  as  Grand  Island,  where  he  engaged  in  getting  out  timber  and  remained 
in  one  man's  employ  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  cut  2,000  cords  of  wood. 
He  then  purchased  a  tract  of  thirty  acres  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  been  a  hard 
working,  active  man  and  has  prospered  and  from  time  to  time  has  purchased  and  sold 
land  and  now  owns  a  well  improved  farm  of  seventy  acres.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  of  horses,  but  he  lost  so  many  by 
death  that  he  gave  that  enterprise  up  and  has  since  given  his  whole  attention  to  his 
farm.  Mr.  Roe  is  a  staunch  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  strong  believer  in  the  cause 
of  bimetalism.  He  has  been  elected  and  served  six  years  as  assessor  and  has  also 
filled  the  offices  of  tax  collector  and  constable  and  has  often  been  chosen  juryman. 
In  1854  he  married  Eve  Gilsdurf,  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1834,  and  came  to 
Buffalo  in  1840  with  her  parents,  Anthony  and  Mary  Gilsdurf.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roe 
were  born  six  children ;  Philip  A.  Frank,  Louisa,  Julia,  Caroline  and  Mary.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roe  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  His  daughters  are  all 
dead ;  his  sons  are  both  married  and  farmers  in  Grand  Island.  Frank  resides  on 
the  homestead  and  assists  his  father.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of 
Graad  Island. 

Ryken,  William,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Sheenwater,  one  of  the  old  and  promment 
residents  of  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  Zeeland,  Holland,  in  1831,  one  of  two  chil- 
dren born  to  Dirick  and  Jacoba  (Bodde)  Ryken.  Dirick  was  born  and  raised  on  a 
farm;  he  was  an  only  son  and  received  a  liberal  education  and  became  a  head 
teacher  in  the  select  schools,  which  profession  he  followed  all  his  life.  William 
Ryken  attended  the  Holland  schools  until  fifteen,  when  his  parents  moved  to  South 
Holland,  where  he  spent  two  years  studying  French.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  his  father  started  him  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  conducted  until 
he  was  twenty-five,  and  in  1856  sold  his  business  and  came  to  America,  coming 
direct  to  Grand  Island,  where  he  lived  for  a  time  with  his  brother-indaw  and  assisted 
him  in  cutting  wood  and  clearing  land.  In  1864  he  purchased  a  farm  of  sixty-three 
acres,  on  which  he  has  resided  ever  since,  doing  a  general  and  successful  farming. 
He  early  manifested  an  active  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  town,  affiliating 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  1865  was  elected  to  the  ofhce  of  town  clerk,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  has  filled  that  office  successively  ever  since,  making 
thirty  years'  service,  a  distinction  which  undoubtedly  has  not  been  paralleled  by 
another  man  in  Erie  county.  Mr.  Ryken  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His 
wife  was  Susan  Stoneway,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  E.  Stoneway  of  Holland,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1853,  and  they  have  one  child,  Jacoba,  wife  of  Nelson  Bagley  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryken  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  in  which 
Mr.  Ryken  is  deacon  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Spohr,  Conrad,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Beach  Haven,  one  of  the  representative  men 
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of  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  German}^  March  8,  1836,  one  of  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters  born  to  George  and  Elizabeth  Spohr.  Mr.  Spohr's  early  life  while  in 
Europe  was  spent  farming  and  herding  sheep.  When  eighteen  he  came  to  America, 
coming  direct  to  Buffalo  and  a  few  days  later  to  Grand  Island.  Here  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  woods  as  chopper  getting  out  timber  and  cord  wood.  He  followed 
this  industry  until  he  had  saved  $100,  and  seeing  that  there  was  more  money  to  be 
made  in  the  teaming  business  than  with  the  axe,  he  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  began 
teaming  contract  work  in  the  woods.  He  later  purchased  a  farm  and  for  many 
years  conducted  a  general  farming  business,  owning  a  farm  of  110  acres.  Mr.  Spohr 
early  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  town,  taking  sides  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  from  time  to  time  elected  to  and  filled  all  the 
offices  of  the  town,  except  assessor,  representmg  his  town  on  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors two  terms  and  often  represented  his  party  as  delegate  to  the  county  and  as- 
sembly conventions;  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  ten  years;  served 
on  the  Board  of  Education  twelve  years,  being  president  of  that  body  several  years, 
and  since  1885  has  filled  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  under  Gilbert,  Jenkins  and  Lamy. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  deputized  to  assist  in  the  apprehension  of 
smugglers  who  used  Grand  Island  as  a  retreat.  At  this  time  he  had  many  chases 
and  narrow  escapes  with  his  life.  In  1885  he  retired  from  active  farming,  devoting 
his  time  to  his  official  duties.  Since  1891  he  has  spent  the  winter  months  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Tonawanda.  Several  years  ago  he  sold  all  but  twenty-six  acres  of  his  farm, 
retaining  that  for  his  home  and  summer  residence  which  he  looks  after.  Mr.  Spohr 
has  been  four  times  married.  By  the  first  wife  one  son  and  one  daughter  was  born. 
His  present  wife  was  Sophia,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Caroline  Klopp.  Mr.  Spohr 
is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  church,  in  which  he  has  filled  various  official  capaci- 
ties. 

Schutt.  John,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Beach  Haven,  is  one  of  Grand  Island's  wealthy 
and  progressive  farmers.  The  familiar  term  "hustler"  can  appropriately  be  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Schutt.  He  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  August  10,  1845,  one 
of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  John  and  Sophia  Schutt.  John  Schutt  was 
a  wagonmaker  and  came  to  Buffalo  from  Germany  in  1873,  where  he  was  employed 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  park.  He  was  a  man  who  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of 
all  who  knew  him.  He  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days  in  Grand  Island  at  the 
home  of  their  son  John.  They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  John,  the 
subject,  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade  when  a  boy  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
engaged  on  a  farm  as  teamster,  driving  four  horses.  This  suited  him,  as  he  had  a 
natural  love  for  a  horse,  and  a  look  at  his  fine  horses  to-day  will  justify  the  asser- 
tion. He  followed  this  occupation  until  twenty-two,  when  he  was  promoted  to  fore- 
man on  the  farm  over  a  large  number  of  men,  remaining  at  that  until  1873,  when 
with  his  wife,  children  and  mother-in-law,  he  emigrated  to  America,  coming  direct 
to  Buffalo,  landing  here  with  |150.  He  soon  found  employment  and  was  later  em- 
ployed for  two  or  more  years  in  the  Bullymore  Packing  House.  In  the  mean  time 
he  bought  a  horse  and  wagon  and  then  went  to  draying,  at  which  he  prospered,  and 
bought  another  horse,  then  a  third  and  fourth,  having  then  two  teams.  He  fol- 
lowed teaming  on  that  scale  for  three  years  and  then  availed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  buying  all  the  teams,  wagons,  etc.,  connected  by  contract  with  a  large 
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malt  house  in  Buffalo,  devoting  his  attention  to  this  successfully  for  a  year.  He 
then  launched  out  further  by  buying  all  the  teams,  wagons  and  utensils  connected 
with  a  large  iron  foundry  at  Black  Rock ;  this  team  work  consisted  of  hauling  the 
ore  and  coal  from  the  docks  in  Buffalo  to  Black  Rock.  He.  erected  a  large  barn 
for  the  especial  accommodation  of  his  many  teams,  but  not  content  with  this 
business  on  his  hands,  he  bought  a  farm  of  seventy  acres  near  the  city  line,  for 
which  he  paid  |6,000,  turning  his  house  and  lot  in  for  nearly  half  payment  for  the 
farm,  making  his  father  day  foreman  of  the  farm,  which  he  devoted  to  raising 
grain  and  hay  to  feed  his  teams,  acting  all  the  while  as  his  own  general  supervisor 
of  all  branches  of  his  work.  In  1888  he  sold  out  his  entire  teaming  business  and  also 
sold  his  farm,  for  the  latter  receiving  |21,000.  In  1889  he  purchased  his  fine  farm 
of  240  acres  in  Grand  Island,  for  which  he  paid  $18,000  cash,  and  moved  his  family 
there,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  made  many  fine  improvements  and  has 
one  of  the  finest  orchards  in  the  town.  He  raises  large  quantities  of  hay  and  is  also 
a  dealer  in  hay  to  a  considerable  extent,  buymg  hay  from  his  neighbors  and  press- 
ing it  to  fill  city  contracts.  For  the  few  years  residence  in  this  country  few  men 
have  made  the  rapid  progress  that  Mr.  Schutt  has.  He  is  a  liberal,  public- spirited 
man,  interested  in  public  affairs,  though  not  an  office  seeker.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  Mr.  Schutt  has  been  twice  married;  his  first  wife  was  Sophia  Sunk, 
and  they  had  three  children,  Henry,  Augusta  and  Emma.  Mrs.  Schutt  died  a  year 
after  their  arrival  in  Buffalo,  and  he  married  Sophia  Boss,  a  native  of  Germany,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children :  William,  John,  Frank.  Bertha,  Carrie,  Minnie,  Mary, 
Martha  and  Florence. 

Williams,  John,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Sheenwater,  a  resident  of  Grand  Island  since 
his  boyhood,  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  1838,  the  eldest  of  four  children 
born  to  Edward  and  Ellen  Williams,  natives  of  Wales.  Edward  Williams  was  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  money  and  came  to  America  in  1837,  bringing  his  wife  with 
him  and  going  direct  to  Ohio,  where  he  embarked  in  the  land  business.  This  enter- 
prise proved  disastrous  and  he  lost  his  money.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Chippewa, 
Canada,  and  a  year  later  located  in  Grand  Island,  where  he  found  employment.  A 
few  years  later  and  during  the  year  of  the  cholera  in  that  section  he  left  home  one 
day  to  go  to  Tonawanda  to  engage  employment  and  was  never  heard  of  by  the 
family  afterward.  His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  with  her  son.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  John  became  the  family  support.  When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  and  a  call  for  troops  was  made  he  was  anxious  to  enlist  his  services,  but 
the  prevailing  influence  of  his  mother  and  sisters  and  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him 
for  their  support  forced  him  to  remain  at  home  a  few  years  longer,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1864,  however,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  187th  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  participating  m  all  the  battles  his  regiment  was  engaged  in.  In 
seventeen  days  after  he  left  Buffalo  he  was  at  the  front  in  battle,  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  go  through  receiving  but  one  slight  wound.  Since  his  return  from  the 
war  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  farming.  For  several  years  past  he  has  added  grape 
culture,  and  owns  a  farm  of  twenty-five  acres  beautifully  located  on  the  bank  of  the 
west  division  of  the  Niagara  River.  In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  Buffalo.  When  a  lad  of  ten  Mr.  Williams  and  his 
father  (who  was  then  badly  disabled  by  rheumatism)  had  a  remarkable  escape  from 
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being  washed  over  the  Niagara  Falls.  While  crossing  the  river  in  a  canoe  the  swift 
current  and  a  strong  wind  forced  them  down  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  by  supreme  efforts 
they  succeeded  in  forcing  the  canoe  to  a  reef,  striking  with  such  force  that  young 
Williams  jumped  out  into  the  water,  and  seizing  hold  of  his  father  held  his  head  out 
of  the  water.  The  canoe  capsized  and  went  on  over  the  falls.  The  current  was 
slowly  but  surely  washing  the  two  off  the  reef,  when  the  timely  appearance  of  some 
men  on  the  shore  with  a  long  rope  rescued  them  from  their  perilous  position,  as  they 
were  about  exhausted.  In  1866  Mr.  Williams  married  Margaret  Welsh,  born  in 
Canada  in  1844,  and  they  have  two  children  by  adoption,  Frank  Bean,  a  nephew  of 
Mr.  Williams,  and  a  girl  aged  ten  years. 

Townsend,  John  R.,  Grand  Island,  the  well  known  farmer  and  for  many  years 
manager  of  the  large  stock  farm  owned  by  the  late  Hon.  E.  G.  Spalding,  of  Buffalo, 
was  born  in  Stoverville,  Canada,  May  16,  1857,  the  second  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  born  to  Edwin  and  Mary  (Ray)  Townsend,  natives  of  England.  Edwin 
was  a  lifelong  gardener  and  farmer.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1853,  coming 
direct  to  Black  Rock,  where  a  few  years  later  he  was  married  and  moved  to  Grand 
Island.  He  spent  the  years  1856  and  1857  in  Canada,  returning  to  Grand  Island 
where  he  conducted  a  portion  of  the  large  Allen  farm  for  six  years.  From  1864  to 
1868  he  was  at  Cold  Springs^  Buffalo,  and  ih  1868  accepted  the  management  for  the 
Falconwood  Club,  and  under  his  experienced  supervision  the  club  house  was  erected 
and  the  elegant  grounds  laid  out  and  fitted  on  the  west  shore  of  Grand  Island.  He 
remained  in  charge  of  the  Falconwood  club  house  and  grounds  for  fourteen  years, 
when  he  purchased  the  farm  adjoining,  now  known  as  Cottage  Grove,  fronting  on 
the  west  division  of  the  Niagara  River,  erecting  a  house  and  cottages  for  the  purpose 
of  leasing  to  summer  residents.  He  was  actively  identified  with  the  Republican 
party  on  the  Island  and  filled  the  office  of  assessor  and  other  minor  offices.  He  died 
in  1884;  his  wife  survives  him  and  resides  on  the  Cottoge  Grove  farm.  John  R. 
Townsend  remained  with  his  father  until  1876  and  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  then  accepted  the  management  of  the  River  Lawn  farm  of  365  acres,  for  the 
Hon.  E.  G.  Spalding,  in  Grand  Island,  on  which  for  many  years  under  the  good 
management  of  Mr.  Townsend  they  have  made  a  specialty  of  breeding  Holstein 
cattle.  As  manager  of  this  farm  Mr.  Townsend  still  officiates.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  always  too  busy  with  his  farm  duties  to  be  an  aspirant  to  public 
office.  In  1880  he  married  Hattie  E.  Naldrett  of  Alden,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children 
are  Elbridge  S.,  John  N.  and  Grace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Grand  Island,  of  which  Mr.  Townsend  is  one  of  the  trus- 
tees ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Mrs.  Townsend  is  a  member  of 
the  Maccabees  and  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Anthony,  John,  Boston,  p.  o.  Patchin,  was  born  April  20,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Achsie  Maria  (Churchill)  Anthony.  His  father  was  born  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1809  and  was  married  in  1829.  He  came  from  Dutchess  county  in 
1840  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject,  where  he  with  his  wife  un- 
derwent the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life.  They  had  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Milo  Canfield,  living  in  Eden;  Martha,  now 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Smith,  living  in  Council  Bluffs,  la.;  Gorham,  died  in  1840;  Almina, 
married  Edward  Randall,  died  in  1864;  George,  now  living  m  East  Tawas,  Mich.  ; 
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Mary,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Drake,  of  Chicago;  Carlos  Emmons,  died  in  1886;  Margery,  living 
in  Buffalo,  and  John  the  subject.  Mr.  Anthony  was  married  to  Adelaide  Goodspeed 
of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  George  C.  and  Hariett  Goodspeed,  and  they  have 
six  children:  WiUiam  D.,  Winifred  G.,  Lauren  C,  Florence  M.,  John  Cleveland  and 
Norman  J.  Mr.  Anthony  is  now  assessor  and.  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is 
largely  engaged  in  dairying  and  fruit  growing  and  is  a  progressive  and  enterprising 
citizen. 

Baker,  Charles,  Boston,  p.  o.  North  Boston,  was  born  February  1,  1828,  and  is  a 
son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Baker.  His  grandfather,  Elisha  Baker,  came 
from  Washington  county  in  1822  and  settled  in  what  is  now  East  Hamburg  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  a  Quaker  and  of  the  sterling  worth  of  that  religious  sect. 
Isaac  Baker  was  born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  Washington  county,  in  1806,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Erie  county  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  attended  school  at 
Hamburg,  after  which  he  went  to  Rochester  to  complete  his  studies,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  in  1826  to  Elizabeth  Jones,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Jones.  Mrs.  Baker  died  in  1832,  aud  he  married  Cynthia  Maria  Arnold,  deceased; 
his  third  wife  was  Sarah  Hambleton,  deceased,  and  his  fourth  wife,  Eliza  Armitage. 
Charles  Baker  married  in  1849  Samantha  Paxson,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Charles  F.,  Herbert  E.,  Minerva  E.  and  Adelbert  I.  Mr.  Baker  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  for  about  fifteen  years  and  then  engaged  in  farming,  in  which  he  has 
been  very  prosperous.  He  has  served  with  credit  as  supervisor  for  two  terms  in 
Boston,  and  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  having  filled  the  office  of  master  work- 
man with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  order. 

Cary,  Van  Rensselaer,  Boston. — His  grandfather,  Richard  Cary,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  w^as  born  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  in  1759,  came  from  Madison  county,  N,  Y. , 
in  March,  1806,  with  an  ox  team,  bringing  a  sick  wife  and  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, to  Boston  Valley,  and  settled  on  the  same  land  now  owned  by  V.  R.  Cary. 
Luther  H.  Cary,  father  of  V.  R.  Cary,  was  the  third  son  of  Richard  Cary,  and  was 
born  in  Williamsburg,  Mass.,  in  February,  1800.  In  1821  he  married  Lucy  Doolittle, 
who  bore  him  eight  sons,  six  of  whom  reached  maturity.  Three  jomed  the  Union 
army,  and  died  in  service.  He  died  in  1874,  and  his  wife  in  1870.  Van  Rensselaer 
Cary  was  born  August  23,  1825,  in  Boston,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  Springville  Academy.  He  held  the  office  of  town  superintendent  of 
schools,  school  commissioner,  and  president  of  the  Erie  County  Agricultural  Society 
for  five  years,  and  member  of  the  official  board  thirteen  years.  He  spent  two  years 
at  seafaring,  1846-48.  He  married,  in  1850,  Jane  A.  Skinner  of  Boston,  who  bore 
him  three  sons:  One  died  in  childhood;  Elgin  B.,  who  is  married  and  has  one  son, 
Van  Rensselaer,  born  in  1896;  and  Luther  D.,  married  and  has  three  sons,  David 
D.,  born  in  1881,  Frank  A.,  born  in  1883,  and  Robert  L.,  born  in  1894.  Mr.  Cary 
united  with  the  Free  Baptist  church  fifty-eight  years  ago  and  was  clerk  of  the  Erie 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  Free  Baptists  for  twenty-three  years;  Mrs.  Cary  is  also  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  Free  Baptist  church. 

Klein,  Lewis  P.,  Boston,  p.  o.  Patchin,  was  born  in  Boston,  N.  Y. ,  December  6, 
1860,  a  son  of  Phihp  and  Saloma  Klein,  both  natives  of  Germany  and  who  settled  in 
Boston  in  1847.    June  16,  1886,  Mr.  Klien  married  Lucy  M.  Gallmann,  a  daughter 
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of  Philip  and  Magdalena  Gallmann.  They  have  one  daughter,  Lenora,  who  was 
born  March  7,  1888.  Mr,  Klein  is  one  of  the  successful  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Boston,  and  is  engaged  principally  in  dairying. 

Lehning,  Frederick,  Boston,  p.  o.  Golden,  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  February 
14,  1840,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1853,  locating  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  resided  with  his  parents  until  he  married,  which  occurred  on  December  1,  1861. 
On  January  1,  one  month  later,  he  moved  on  to  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lehning  have  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Emil,  the  oldest  son,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  Buffalo ;  Henry  and  Caroline  are  twins,  and  Henry 
lives  at  home  and  carries  on  the  farm.  Johanna  and  Matilda  are  the  youngest.  Mr. 
Lehning's  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  France,  January  1,  1838,  and  came  with  her 
parents  to  America  in  1852.  Mr.  Lehning  received  her  education  in  France  and 
Mr.  Lehning  in  Germany,  although  he  attended  night  school  in  Buffalo  to  learn 
English.    Mrs.  Lehnmg  died  August  24,  1895. 

Needham,  Warren,  Boston,  son  of  Charles  Needham,  was  born  in  Concord,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1855.  He  received  his  education  at  Hamburg  and  Orchard  Park,  since 
which  time,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  he  has  worked  on  the  farm  of  160  acres 
he  owns,  making  a  specialty  of  dairying.  March  10,  1879,  he  married  Alice  Hale, 
daughter  of  Alex  and  Newal  (Kimball)  Hale.  Mrs.  Needham  died  in  September, 
1887,  leaving  three  children,  Jessie,  Mason  W.  and  Alice. 

Partridge,  Jerome  M.,  Boston,  was  born  in  South  Collins,  October  31,  1835,  and  is  a 
son  of  Amos  and  Mary  (Pelton)  Partridge.  His  father  came  from  Vermont  in  an  early 
day,  settling  in  Cattaraugus  county,  and  helped  build  the  Erie  Canal.  Mr.  Partridge 
was  married  May  20,  1879,  to  Ella  M.  Sweet,  and  they  have  two  children,  Vivian  Bell, 
born  January  27,  1882,  and  Bessie  Irene,  born  April  16,  1891. 

Miller,  William,  Boston,  was  born  April  7,  1845,  in  Alsace,  and  is  a  son  of  Chris- 
tian and  Magdalena  Miller.  His  mother  died  in  France  in  1851.  In  1854  he  came 
with  his  father  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  they  arrived  May  12,  1854. 
His  father  and  family  (he  having  married  again)  proceeded  at  once  to  the  town  of 
Boston,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  on  the  hill  east  of  the  village  and  which  our  sub- 
ject now  owns.  His  stepmother  died  in  March,  1890,  and  his  father  died  in  January, 
1896,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  They  had  nine  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living:  Martin,  lives  in  Colden,  Michael,  lives  in  Marilla,  Charles,  lives  in 
Franklin,  Pa.,  and  is  connected  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  being  a  large 
stockholder  and  a  millionaire ;  and  one  sister,  Mrs.  Wallish,  living  in  Holland  vil- 
lage. William  Miller  married  Catherine  Anna  Schlegele,  daughter  of  Mathias  and 
Susan  Margaret  Schlegele,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
have  had  four  children :  Carrie,  who  lives  in  Buffalo;  Amelia,  deceased;  William, 
deceased;  and  Charles  A.,  who  is  now  attending  school  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Miller  has 
twice  been  elected  town  collector  and  has  been  assessor  of  Boston  for  six  years,  both 
offices  having  been  filled  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  his  town  and  credit 
to  himself.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  farmer  and  raises  large  quantities  of  hay  and  grain,  but 
gives  the  most  of  his  attention  to  dairying,  and  converting  the  milk  product  into 
cheese. 

Rice,  William  B.,  Boston,  was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  February 
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14,  1832,  is  a  son  of  Wilder  and  Mary  Rice.  His  father  was  born  in  Vermont,  and 
came  with  his  father  to  Erie  county  when  it  was  but  a  wilderness.  There  were  no 
roads,  and  blazed  trees  formed  the  only  guide  from  one  place  to  another.  He  was 
born  in  1790  and  died  September  11,  1864.  His  mother  was  born  in  1797,  and  died 
November  6,  1864.  William  B.  Rice  was  married  March  21,  1876,  to  Jenette  Zwipf, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Charles  T.,  born  May  8,  1879,  who  is  now  attending  school  at 
Collins  Center.  Mr.  Rice  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  organization 
of  the  party. 

Bauer,  Frederick  W.,  Eden,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns  August  13,  1861,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  purchased  the  farm 
from  his  father  in  1887  and  has  since  conducted  it,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding 
high  grade  stock  and  dairying.  In  1886  he  married  Catharme  S.  Janes,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Florence  and  Lena.  Mr.  Bauer's  grandfather,  Jacob,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Alsace,  Germany,  born  in  IT 91.  He  immigrated  to  America  with  his  family 
in  1834,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time,  when  he  removed  to 
Eden.  His  wife,  Mary  Catharine  Ebar,  died  four  years  after  they  settled  in  Eden, 
leaving  nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  Henry  Bauer,  the  father  of  Frederick  W.,  was 
born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  in  1820.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  which  he  worked 
at  for  a  time  in  Buffalo.  When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  farming  on 
a  portion  of  the  homestead,  to  which  he  added  fifty  acres  more,  where  he  spent  his 
life.  His  wife  was  Alagdalena  Schweikhardt,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Barbara,  Magdalena,  George,  Saloma,  Philip,  Maria,  Henry,  Frederick, 
Benjamin  and  Louisa,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Bauer  died  in  1888,  and  his  wife 
survives  him  and  resides  on  the  homestead  with  her  son. 

Caskey,  Joseph  D.,  Eden,  was  born  in  the  town  of  North  Evans  February  25,  1859, 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Angola  and  Hamburg 
Academies.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  an  agent  for  a  sewing  machine 
company,  which  he  followed  for  a  time,  and  then  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Angola  for  four  years.  In  1882  he  formed  a  j)artnership  and  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  Eden  Center,  and  later  bought  his  partner's  interest,  and  has  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone.  He  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  under  both  of  Cleve- 
land's administrations  and  was  town  clerk  for  three  years.  He  married  Carrie  M., 
daughter  of  Franklin  and  Julia  Doll,  and  they  have  two  children.  Franklin  and 
Harry  M.  Harry  Caskey,  the  father  of  Joseph  D.,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1832,  and 
married  Anna  Doan,  and  they  had  four  children:  Alice,  Esther,  Joseph  D.  and 
Hettie. 

Heinrich,  George  Philip,  Eden,  p.  o.  Eden  Valley,  one  of  Eden's  well  to  do  and 
successful  farmers,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  January  12,  1851.  He  received  a 
limited  district  school  education,  and  has  spent  his  life  thus  far  on  a  portion  of  the 
homestead.  In  1873  he  married  Magdalena  Bauer,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Amelia,  Julia,  Charles  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Heinrich  died  October  4,  1888.  Diebold 
Heinrich,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Elsass,  Germany,  August  12,  1786,  and  died 
April  3,  1839.  His  wife  was  Catherine  Waggoner,  and  their  children  are  George, 
Diebold  and  Magdalena.  George  Heinrich,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  in  Elsass,  October  25,  1812.    He  was  a  successful  farmer 
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and  accumulated  a  large  property.  His  wife  was  Saloma  Wohlhuter,  born  October 
23,  1828,  and  their  children  are  Saloma,  Magdalena,  Catharine,  George,  Mary,  Fred- 
erick. Daniel,  William  and  Caroline.    He  died  in  1884  and  his  wife  in  1865. 

Hoelscher,  John  David,  Eden,  p.  o.  East  Eden,  a  prominent  and  influential  man 
of  East  Eden,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  26,  1864.  He  attended  the  St.  Mary's 
Parochial  School  and  the  Buffalo  College  being  graduated  from  the  latter  when  fif- 
teen. He  then  entered  a  store  as  clerk,  and  later  learned  the  file-cutter's  trade, 
which  he  plied  for  five  years ;  he  also  assisted  his  father  in  his  work  at  the  docks  for 
a  time,  and  when  his  father  moved  to  Eden  he  came  with  him,  where  he  has  since 
lived  and  has  assumed  the  management  of  the  farm.  In  March,  1898,  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  1895  he  was  nominated  for  supervisor,  but  was  defeated, 
the  town  being  largely  Republican.  In  October,  1896,  he  married  Rosa  Weber  of 
Eden,  and  a  daughter  of  Anthony  Weber.  Mr.  Hoelscher's  father,  Frank  Hoelscher, 
was  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  was  born  February  2,  1883.  In  1862  he 
married  and  migrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  as  steve- 
dore, which  he  continued  until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Eden  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  His  wife  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Kuhlmann, 
and  their  children  are  J.  David,  Anna  and  Mary. 

Heinrich,  William  D.  Henry,  Eden,  p.  o.  Water  Valley,  was  born  in  Eden,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1862,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  twenty-five  years  of  age  when  he  purchased  his  present  fine  and  valuable 
farm.  In  1888  he  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Jacob  Zittle,  aad  they  have  three 
children:  Frank,  Clarence  and  Walter.  Mr.  Heinrich's  grandfather,  Diebold  Hein- 
rich, was  a  native  of  Elsass,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1882  with  his 
family.  He  settled  in  Eden  on  a  tract  of  wild  timber  land,  and  there  made  him  a 
home  in  the  woods.  He  met  his  death  April  3,  1839,  by  being  crushed  between  two 
logs.  George  Henry  Heinrich,  father  of  William,  was  born  in  Germany,  October  25, 
1812,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  a  young  man.  He  worked  in  Buf- 
falo for  a  time,  but  soon  settled  in  Eden  on  a  farm,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
the  owner  of  240  acres,  which  was  divided  between  his  sons. 

Ritter,  John,  Eden,  p.  o.  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Eden,  February  15,  1860,  and  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  from  the  district  school.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
assumed  the  care  of  the  farm,  caring  for  his  mother  until  her  death.  In  November, 
1894,  he  married  Mrs.  Emma  Britton,  a  native  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  they  have  four 
children:  Lulu,  Samuel,  Irene  and  Edna.  Mr.  Ritter's  father,  John  Conrad  Ritter, 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1820,  and  came  to  America  about  1849,  His  wife  was 
Dorothy  Proeppert,  and  they  had  eight  children:  Minnie,  Anna,  Dorothy,  John, 
Caroline,  Julia,  Louisa  and  Clara.  Mr.  Ritter  died  September  22,  1876,  and  his  wife 
died  April  19,  1894. 

Adams,  Asa  J.,  Marilla,  born  in  the  town  of  Manlius,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.. 
January  31,  1831,  is  a  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Sally  (Hackett)  Adams,  he  born  at  Fa- 
bius,  Onondaga  county,  December  1,  1805,  and  she  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1802. 
Thomas  J,  Adams  came  by  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Marilla,  in  1882,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  at  farming.  He  died  February  5,  1851,  and  his  wife 
April  6,  1884.    Asa  J.  Adams  has  always  been  a  farmer  and  speculator  in  stock.  In 
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1851  he  married  Triphena,  daughter  of  George  W.  Hunt  of  Alden,  and  she  died  De- 
cember 2,  1865,  leaving  one  son,  Harry.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Adams  married 
EHzabeth  E.  Greenfield  of  Dodge  county.  Wis.,  and  they  had  three  children :  Henry 
W.,  teacher  in  the  Buffalo  schools;  Jennie  T.,  wife  of  Lester  B.  Longee,  a  physician 
of  Attica,  N.  Y.  ;  and  Jessie  L.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  staunch  Republican  apd  has  been 
assessor  for  nine  years.    He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  81,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Flood,  Joseph  P.,  Marilla,  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Vt,  February  10,  1813,  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Betsey  (Priest)  Flood,  both  of  Marlboro,  Cheshire  county,  N.  H.  In 
1805  they  went  to  Londonderry,  and  thence  in  1833  to  Marilla,  where  they  purchased 
the  farm  still  owned  by  Joseph  P.  The  father  died  in  1854  and  the  mother  in  1861. 
In  1838  Joseph  P.  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Philomelia  Buttolph,  of 
Darien,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three  children:  Julia  A.,  who  married 
Jasper  Bidlock,  of  Batavia;  he  died  in  December,  1895;  Sarah  J.,  who  married  Theo- 
dore Westcott;  and  Betsey  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  •  Mr.  Westcott  died  in 
1887  and  Mrs.  Westcott  afterward  married  Henry  D.  Harrington,  a  merchant  of 
Marilla,  who  died  in  August,  1895.  She  has  one  son,  Everett  J.  Westcott,  who  works 
on  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Flood  died  July  12,  1896,  aged  eighty  four.  Mr.  Flood  owned 
139  acres  and  had  always  been  a  successful  farmer.  He  had  served  his  town  as  as- 
sessor and  had  other  offices  tendered  him,  but  always  refused  to  accept.  He  had 
charge  of  an  Independent  Rifle  Company  for  two  years.  Joseph  P.  Flood  died 
March  24,  1897,  aged  eighty-seven  years, 

Munn,  Watson,  Marilla,  p.  o.  West  Alden,  was  born  at  Hamilton  Center,  Madison 
count)^  N.  Y.,  son  of  Asa  (born  October  11,  1789)  and  Sarah  (Durkee)  Munn,  and 
grandson  of  Gideon  and  Lovina  (Curtis)  Munn,  all  natives  of  Connecticut,  Asa 
Munn  died  in  Marilla  December  8,  1876,  and  his  wife  in  June.  1879.  Watson  Munn 
began  his  business  life  as  a  clerk  and  later  learned  the  shoemaking  trade,  which  he 
followed  but  a  short  time,  when  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  for  awhile,  then 
returned  to  his  trade,  working  in  New  York,  Brooklyn  and  Jersey  City.  About 
1843  he  returned  to  the  homestead  farm,  which  he  and  his  brother  assisted  in  paying 
for,  adding  forty-two  and  a  half  acres,  making  about  ninety-seven  acres  each.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  In  1853  he  married  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Russell 
Hopkins  of  Portland,  Conn,  They  have  had  two  children:  Florence,  born  in  1857, 
and  died  in  1870;  and  Asa  H.,  born  July  8,  1860,  married  in  1881  Jane  A.,  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Mary  Veeder,  and  have  three  children:  Watson  A.,  born  November 
13,  1882;  Arthur  V.,  born  November  6,  1884;  and  Florence  M.,  born  March  21,  1892. 
Asa  H.  conducts  the  homestead  farm. 

Veeder,  John  R.,  Marilla,  was  born  in  Marilla,  N.  Y.,  November  29,  1859,  and  is  a 
son  of  Abram  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Patterson)  Veeder.  Mr.  Veeder  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  the  Buffalo  Business  College  and  Slocum  School  of  Short 
Hand.  He  was  first  engaged  as  bookkeeper  at  Olean  and  Batavia,  and  for  two 
years  was  with  the  People's  Guaranty  Search  Company  at  Buffalo.  He  now  resides 
and  works  the  old  homestead  farm.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  elected 
supervisor  in  1895,  and  re-elected  in  1897,  the  town  being  largely  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  Alden  Lodge  No.  594,  F.  &  A.  M.,  East  Aurora  Chapter  No.  282,  R. 
A.  M.,  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  657,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  East  Buffalo  K.  of  P.  No.  338,  and 
Marilla  Tent  No.  263,  K.  O.  T.  M. 
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Willis,  R.  G.,  Marilla,  was  born  in  Alden,  October  4,  1820,  son  of  Nathan  and 
Betsey  E.  (Bissel)  Willis,  he  of  New  Hampshire  and  she  of  Massachusetts.  Nathan 
settled  in  Alden  in  1810,  and  died  there  in  January,  1866;  his  wife  died  in  1825. 
R.  G.  Willis  was  reared  at  farming  and  lumbering.  In  1847  he  married  Elvira  S.,  , 
daughter  of  Captain  Edward  Nye.  They  had  two  children:  Emma  M.,  wife  of  R. 
W.  Austin  of  Marilla:  and  Helen  E.,  wife  of  Herbert  Mason  of  Aurora.  Mrs. 
Willis  died  in  1859,  and  he  married,  March  7,  1863,  Elvira  L.  Pattengell;  she  was 
the  daughter  of  Oliver  Pattengell  and  widow  of  Jonathan  S.  Kerr.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Hattie  G.,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Hall  of  Marilla.  R.  G.  Willis  has  spent  his 
life  at  milling,  farming  and  hotel-keeping,  and  is  now  living  retired  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Hall,  his  wife  having  died  in  1896.  Mr.  Willis  held  several  town  offices, 
and  is  a  man  highly  esteemed. 

Allen,  James  L.,  Wales,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Newport,  Herkimer  county, 
N.  Y.,  February  18,  1843,  is  son  of  Isaac  and  Emily  (Willoughby)  Allen,  who  were 
farmers  of  Wale.  He  died  August  6,  1884,  and  Mrs.  Allen  May  8,  1895.  James 
Allen  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  has  made  farming  his  occupation.  In  1866  he 
married  Sally,  daughter  of  Jared  and  Louisa  Tiffany  of  Wales.  Mr.  Allen  enlisted  in  1861 
in  Co.  K.  100th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inft.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  October,  1864.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  the  spring  of  1895  was  elected  supervisor  of 
Wales.    He  is  a  member  of  Arthur  Smith  Post,  No.  506,  G.  A.  R.,  at  East  Aurora. 

Calkins,  Myran,  Wales,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  the  town  of  Marcellus,  Onon- 
daga county,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1837,  is  a  son  of  David  and  Caroline  (Sissin)  Calkins.  He 
died  in  1889  and  Mrs.  Calkins  in  1842.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Calkins  was  Israel 
Calkins,  who  was  a  miller  of  Wales  and  went  west,  where  he  died.  Mr.  Myran 
Calkins  was  one  of  four  children,  and  his  brother,  William  H.,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Rebellion  three  years,  being  in  many  hard  battles;  he  was  taken  sick  and  came  home 
and  died  April  9,  1865.  Mr.  Calkins  when  five  years  of  age  was  brought  by  his  father 
to  Wales  and  left  to  live  with  his  uncle,  James  W.  Kellogg.  At  the  death  of  Mr. 
Kellogg  Mr.  Calkins  fell  heir  to  the  farm  and  he  has  since  resided  there.  In  1860  he 
married  Althera,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Relief  Stevens  of  Wales.  Mrs.  Calkins  died 
February  4,  1894. 

Stevens,  Harry  A.,  Wales,  p.  o.  Wales  Center,  born  in  Bristol,  Ontario  county,  N. 
Y.,  September  16,  1815,  is  a  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Sarah  (Winslow)  Stevens,  who  came 
from  Bristol  to  Wales  in  the  spring  of  1816,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Stevens,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  went  to  Buffalo  and  was  for  a  time  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  but  soon  returned  to  the  farm,  where  has  been  very  successful. 
In  1840  he  married  Julia  A.  Phelps  of  Wales,  and  they  have  three  children:  Hen- 
rietta, Sarah  R.  and  Margery.  Mr.  Stevens  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  as  super- 
visor and  town  clerk.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  East  Aurora  Masonic 
Lodge. 

Buechi,  Peter,  jr.,  Clarence,  was  born  in  Black  Rock,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  April  8, 
1847.  His  father,  Peter  Buechi,  came  to  this  country  in  1830,  where  he  early  engaged 
in  farming,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  Mr.  Buechi,  jr.,  purchased  one  of  the 
finest  farms  on  the  north  side  of  the  city,  and  so  rapid  was  the  growth  of  the  city  in  that 
direction,  that  Mr.  Buechi  disposed  of  his  holdings  at  a  large  advance,  and  in  1893 
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purchased  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Clarence,  which  comprises  208  acres  with  the 
most  modern  equipments  throughout.  In  1871  Mr.  Buechi  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Louis  and  Elizabeth  Zumstine  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  four  children  ;  Edward 
J.,  George  W.,  Clara  L.  and  Emma  C.  Mr.  Buechi  has  always  been  an  earnest 
Democrat,  but  except  being  assessor  for  one  term,  he  has  never  been  induced  to  ac 
cept  ofBce  at  the  hands  of  his  party. 

Hunt,  Garrett  B.,  Clarence,  p.  o.  East  Clarence. — Ebenezer  Hunt,  the  first  of  that 
name  to  settle  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town  of  Clarence,  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington, Vt,  December  31,  1777.  He  with  his  wife,  Margaret,  came  with  their 
family  of  eight  children  to  Hunt's  Corners  and  bought  a  farm  of  150  acres,  where 
they  were  the  foremost  citizens  in  that  community.  Mr.  Hunt  died  April  2,  1844, 
and  his  wife  May  24,  1836.  Garrett  B.  Hunt,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  1818, 
He  also  followed  the  pursuit  of  farming  and  has  been  a  long  and  industrious  worker, 
his  work  being  crowned  with  marked  success.  He  has  been  prominent  in  political 
life  and  otherwise  active  in  the  best  interests  of  his  town.  He  married  Cynthia  E, 
Parker,  and  they  had  these  children:  Warren  E.,  Margaret,  Caroline  and  Ella.  Mrs. 
Hunt  died  June  26,  1892.  Rev.  H.  P.  Hunt,  brother  of  Garrett  B.,  has  been  for 
nearly  forty- two  years  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Hunt's  Corners,  and  through 
his  efiforts  they  have  one  of  the  finest  brick  churches  in  the  town,  and  the  society  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  prosperous. 

Humbert,  Jacob  F.,  Clarence,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  November  24, 
1845,  and  is  of  French  parentage.  His  father,  Sebastian  Humbert,  came  from 
France  in  1832  and  settled  in  the  above  town,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  near 
Getzville.  He  married  Mary  Bogard,  also  a  native  of  France,  and  they  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Jacob  F.  was  the  third.  Mr.  Humbert  died  in  1894  and  his  wife  died 
in  1897  in  Tonawanda.  Jacob  F.  Humbert  received  his  education  at  the  Getzville 
school  and  until  1863  remained  at  home  occupied  in  farm  work.  At  that  time 
(though  only  a  boy)  he  enlisted  in  the  100th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Co.  G,  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction until  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865,  when  he  returned  home  and  entered  into 
the  farm  work  until  1870,  when  he  bought  a  farm  near  Clarence  village  and  devoted 
the  next  succeeding  eight  years  to  that  industry.  He  then  embarked  in  a  general 
store  in  Clarence  and  continued  successfully  until  1894,  when  disaster  in  the  way  of 
fire  burned  the  store  and  put  an  end  to  the  enterprise.  He  then  began  the  manu- 
facture of  oak  stave  baskets,  which  he  still  carries  on  to  considerable  extent.  Mr. 
Humbert  has  alwa^^s  been  an  active  Republican  and  has  been  honored  with  many 
important  trusts.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  county,  congressional  and  State 
conventions  for  the  past  twenty  years,  also  as  postmaster  under  President  Harrison. 
In  1886  his  town  elected  him  supervisor  and  retained  him  for  five  successive  terms. 
While  a  member  of  that  body  he  was  made  a  member  of  many  of  the  most  important 
committees,  among  them  that  of  city  and  town  assessments;  he  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Excise.  Besides  his  manufacturing  business  Mr.  Humbert 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Clarence  Gas  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  Ransom  Post 
No.  432,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Clarence.  He  married  in  1869  Louise  E.,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Fredericka  Kibler  of  Amherst,  and  they  have  four  children,  Amma  E.,  Nellie 
A.,  Arthur  F.  and  Jennie  M.,  all  living. 

Myers,  Reuben  Sencil,  Clarence,  p.  o.  Clarence  Center,  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna 
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(Sencil)  Myers,  was  born  February  24,  J  839,  at  Mountville,  Pa.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  at  Millersville  Normal  School,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  1856  at  Mountville,  under  Dr.  Amos  K, 
Rohrer,  an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of  that  place.  He  attended  medical  lec- 
tures at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  University  of  Vermont,  receiving  a 
diploma  from  the  latter  institution.  Dr.  Myers  has  been  in  practice  at  Clarence 
Center  since  1860.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Erie; 
of  the  Gross  Medical  Club  and  was  its  secretary  from  1889  to  January,  1897,  when 
he  was  elected  its  president;  member  of  the  New  York  State  Pharmaceutical  As- 
sociation since  1884.  His  medical  writings  that  were  published  were  "A  Case  of 
Albuminuria,"  "  Puerperal  Convulsions,"  "Leprosy,"  "  Drainage,"  and  "Cholera." 
He  was  the  author  of  many  literary  articles  published  in  various  newspapers  and 
journals  in  the  country.  He  was  appointed  examiner  in  lunacy,  December  10,  1889, 
and  has  been  a  medical  examiner  to  various  life  insurance  companies.  He  has 
always  enjoyed  a  large  country  practice.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat and  frequently  served  as  a  delegate  to  State,  county  and  district  conventions. 
He  was  elected  coroner  of  Erie  county  in  the  fall  of  1869,  on  the  same  ticket  with 
Grover  Cleveland,  when  Mr.  Cleveland  was  elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county.  Dr. 
Myers  was  postmaster  at  Clarence  Center,  N.  Y.,  from  December,  1885,  to  August, 
1889,  and  was  again  appointed  in  August,  1894,  which  office  he  now  holds.  He  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Roswell  P.  Flower  a  commissioner  for  loaning  certain  moneys  of 
the  United  States  of  the  county  of  Erie ;  the  date  of  his  commission  was  April  19, 
1893,  which  office  he  now  holds.  He  was  the  first  person  initiated  in  Akron  Lodge, 
F.  «&  A.  M.,  No.  527,  in  1862,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  a  member.  August 
28,  1862,  he  married  Marion  C.  Vantine  of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.Y.,  and  of  their 
six  children  three  are  livmg:  Henry  S.,  Katie  May  and  John  B. 

Warren  W.  F.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  May  12,  1852.  His  father. 
Franklin  Warren,  came  to  Erie  county  in  about  1835  and  settled  in  Tonawanda. 
He  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  William  Donelly;  he  died  in  1895.  William  F. 
Warren  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  followed  the  lakes  for  three  years, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  steamboat  business,  in  which  he  still  continues,  and  is  also 
in  the  grocery  and  meat  business.  In  1879  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  C. 
Sch winger,  and  they  have  three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Christy,  Frank,  William, 
Susie  and  Helena.  Mr.  Warren  has  been  trustee  for  two  years  and  has  also  been 
collector  for  two  years.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  and  is  ever  ready 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town. 

Wends,  H.  S.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  February  4,  1863,  in  Millville,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.  He  is  the  son  of  B.  A.  Wends,  a  native  of  Goelitz,  Prussia,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1840,  settling  at  Wends  Station,  Erie  county ;  he  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  town,  serving  as  supervisor  and  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years.  H.  S.  Wends  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  gradu- 
ating from  the  Alden  Graded  School.  In  1884  he  entered  the  Veterinary  College, 
graduating  in  1886.  He  then  located  in  Tonawanda  and  married  Nora  Nice,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Nice,  to  whom  were  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Bernard  N.,  Nice 
Wends,  and  Sybil.  Mr.  Wends  is  one  of  the  enterprising  men  of  his  town,  serving 
as  trustee,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  has  ever  advanced  the 
interests  of  his  town  and  its  people. 
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Vickers,  Joseph  H.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  H.  Vickers.  His  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  buggies,  wagons,  etc. 
Joseph  H.  was  educated  in  Tonawanda,  and  engaged  first  in  the  lumber  business 
and  then  was  clerk  for  the  National  Board.  Mr.  Vickers  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
men  of  the  town,  taking  an  active  interest  in  education  and  religious  institutions, 
and  is  ever  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  and  its  people. 

Van  Brocklin,  Rolla  A.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  August  12,  1867. 
He  is  the  sou  of  Stephen  A.,  a  native  of  Orleans  county  and  traces  his  descent  from 
John  Van  Brocklin,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  Mohawk  Valley. 
His  son,  Alexander,  was  a  moulder  by  trade  and  a  foreman  m  Bethany  Furnace, 
where  artillery  for  the  United  States  government  was  made.  His  son  John  erected 
the  first  furnace  ever  built  in  Orleans  county.  Stephen  A.  Van  Brocklin  came  to 
Tonawanda  about  1855  and  built  a  furnace,  foundry  and  machine  shop,  manufactur- 
ing agricultural  implements.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  G.  Hill  from  Maine.  Rolla  A. 
was  educated  in  Tonawanda  and  Buffalo,  after  which  he  took  up  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. In  1893  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1896  was  re-elected.  In 
1895  he  took  an  interest  in  the  Twin  City  Ice  Company,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Scoville,  Charles  H.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  at  Mount  Morris  November  27,  1849. 
His  father  was  W.  B.  Scoville,  and  the  family  trace  their  descent  from  English  an- 
cestry from  1640,  and  have  been  prominently  identified  in  the  history  of  Mount  Mor- 
ris for  the  past  100  years,  Riley  Scoville  being  the  friend  and  associate  of  Robert 
Morris  of  Philadelphia.  In  1881  Charles  Scoville  came  to  Tonawanda  and  estab- 
lished his  present  business,  carrying  a  full  line  of  drugs  and  stationery,  and  has  now 
one  of  the  leading  drug  stores  in  Erie  county.  In  1878  he  married  Cora,  daughter  of 
John  S.  Royce.  Mr.  Scoville  is  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  of  the  town, 
taking  an  interest  in  educational  and  religious  institutions. 

Rogers,  Edward  H.,  jr.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  December  19,  1858.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Syracuse,  born  in  1835,  and  came  to  Tonawanda  in  1855,  and  in  1869 
went  into  the  lumber  business  and  retired  m  1890.  He  married  Lucresia  Tripp.  Ed- 
ward H.,  jr.,  was  educated  in  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Chamber- 
lain Institute  in  1874  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1894  the  Rogers  Con- 
tracting Company  was  formed.  In  1881  he  married  Jennie,  daughter  of  E.  Hensler, 
and  they  have  one  son,  John  M.  Mr.  Rogers  is  one  of  the  most  active  business  men 
of  the  town,  and  is  always  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town  and  its 
people. 

Rogers,  W.  J.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  m  Tonawanda,  May  7,  1862.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  graduated  from  Chamberlain  Institute  in  1883,  after 
which  he  read  law,  and  then  engaged  in  contracting  with  his  brother,  E.  H.  Rogers, 
building  a  large  portion  of  the  docks  on  Smith  and  Fassett's  Islands,  bridges,  street 
paving,  etc.  In  1895  he  established  a  file  factory  under  the  name  of  Rogers  & 
Rogers,  and  under  the  firm  of  Rogers  &  Ryam  built  a  section  of  the  Ely  Road.  They 
are  now  engaged  in  building  a  Catholic  church  in  Albion.  In  1891  he  married  Miss 
Anna,  daughter  of  John  Oldenburg,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  son,  William  J.  Mr. 
Rogers  is  one  of  the  progressive  business  men  of  his  town,  serving  as  supervisor  in 

nn 


314 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


1894,  also  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years,  and  has  ever  advanced  the  interests  of 
his  town. 

Neff,  D.  J.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel 
Neff,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  family  trace  their  descent  from  Conrad  Hen- 
ley, on  the  maternal  side,  who  came  to  the  United  States  from  Germany  in  1804. 
Daniel  Neff  married  Catharine  Henley,  and  came  to  Erie  county  and  settled  at  Will- 
lamsville.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  D.  J.  Neff  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  up  to  1864,  when  he 
moved  to  Tonawanda,  and  in  1866  established  a  business  of  hats,  caps,  boots  and 
shoes,  continuing  up  to  1883,  when  he  retired.  In  1849  he  married  Rebecca,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Rickard,  by  whom  he  has  had  six  children.  D.  J.  Neff  is  one  of  the 
self-made  men  of  Erie  county,  serving  as  trustee  for  three  years,  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  assessor  for  three  years,  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity,  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 

Reisterer,  Martin,  Tonawanda,  was  born  October  11,  1882,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  about  1851  and  settled  in  Tonawanda  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
owned  about  900  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  taking  a  great  interest  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron  and  the  building  of  docks,  also  in  the  gas  works,  cider  and 
vinegar  works.  In  1888  he  established  the  German-American  Bank,  of  which  he  is 
president,  and  one  of  the  largest  owners  in  real  estate.  In  1858  he  married  Minerva, 
daughter  of  Anthony  Diebolt,  who  died  in  1887.  He  again  married  Christina  Meyers. 
Mr.  Reisterer  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  his  town,  and  has  ever  been  ready  to 
advance  educational  and  religious  institutions. 

Mahar,  John,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  27,  1856.  His  father, 
Jeremiah  Mahar,  was  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  in  1853  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  July  3,  1864,  was  due  to  an  accident 
received  in  their  employ.  John  Mahar  was  educated  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1881  came  to 
Tonawanda  and  began  the  manufacture  of  boilers,  to  which  he  has  since  added  en- 
gine buildmg  and  a  general  foundry,  building  a  large  shop  to  accommodate  his 
business.  In  1880  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Martin,  by  whom  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  have  been  born:  Edward  J.,  Ray  J.  and  Mildred  P.  Mr. 
Mahar  is  an  enterprising  business  man  of  his  town,  serving  as  chief  of  the  fire  de- 
partment for  three  years. 

Edmonds,  Horace  M.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  Saratoga 
county,  November  3,  1858.  He  was  the  son  of  John  G.  Edmonds,  one  of  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  the  town.  The  family  trace  their  descent  from  English  ancestors  and 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  colonies.  Horace  M.  Edmonds  was  educated 
in  Bellville,  Mich.,  and  in  1882  entered  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New 
York  city,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1885,  and  then  came  to  Tonawanda  and  es- 
tablished his  present  practice.  In  1888  he  married  Miss  Lucy  P.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
W.  D.  Murray,  who  was  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Erie  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edmonds  w^ere  born  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Crown,  A.  H.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Milton,  Vt.,  December  30,  1844.  His 
father,  George  W.,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  family  trace  their  ancestry 
to  John  Crown,  who  took  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.    George  W.  married 
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Verona  O.,  daughter  of  Echan  A.  Crown.  A.  H.  Crown  was  educated  in  common 
schools,  and  in  1860  enlisted  in  the  army,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  In  1866  he  came  to  Tonawanda  and  entered  the  employ  of  Fred 
Smith,  and  in  1868  went  with  Kent  Williams,  and  in  1870  went  to  California  and  re- 
turned in  1872.  In  1895  the  firm  of  the  Rogers  Contracting  Company  was  formed, 
taking  some  of  the  largest  contracts  in  Tonawanda  and  Niagara  Falls.  In  1868  he 
married  Adelaide  I.,  daughter  of  Amos  Broughton.  They  have  one  daughter,  Ve- 
rona. Mr.  Crown  is  one  of  the  active  business  men  of  the  town,  serving  as  trustee, 
and  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  is  also  president  of  the  village. 

Chase,  Frank  E.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Lockport,  June  10,  1896.  He  is  the 
son  of  Lewis  E.  Chase,  a  native  Niagara  county,  where  the  family  have  lived  for 
four  generations.  Frank  E.  Chase  was  educated  in  Lockport  after  which  he  learned 
the  machinist's  trade.  In  1893  he  came  to  Tonawanda  as  superintendent  and  en- 
gineer of  the  water  works.  In  1881  he  married  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  John 
Goodin,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  children ;  John  and  Alice.  Mr.  Chase  is  one  of  the 
conservative  men  of  the  town,  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  educational  and  re- 
ligious institutions. 

Christ,  Gottlieb  C. ,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  18,  1839,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1865,  and  at  once  settled  in  Tonawanda,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  as  a  painter  and  was  engaged  in  the  paper  and  insurance  business. 
In  1864  he  married  Catharine  Schaefer,  by  whom  he  has  had  seven  children:  C.  H. 
Christ,  Gottlieb  F.,  Mrs.  Caroline  Myers,  Mrs.  F^tta  Pigott,  Rosie,  Emma  and  Car- 
rie. Mr.  Christ  is  one  of  the  representative  German  citizens  of  Tonawanda,  serving 
as  collector,  town  clerk,  supervisor  and  trustee  for  five  years.  He  was  on  the  Board 
of  Education  in  1890,  and  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  has  ever  advanced  the  in- 
terests of  his  town. 

Reisterer,  Edward  G.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  June  5,  1861,  and 
was  educated  in  public  schools  and  took  a  business  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
College.  In  1882  he  went  into  the  canal  collector's  office,  resigning  in  1885.  He  then 
entered  the  company  of  R.  W.  Scribner,  and  in  August,  1888,  incorporated  the  Ger- 
man-American bank,  beginning  business  on  the  18th,  and  occupying  the  position  of 
cashier,  which  position  he  still  holds.  In  1893  he  married  Catherine  M.,  daughter  of 
Lewis  Gruen.  Mr.  Reisterer  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business  men  of  his 
town.  He  has  served  as  village  clerk,  and  has  ever  been  identified  in  advancing  its 
best  interests. 

Betts,  M.  C.  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Wilson,  January  5,  1854.  The  father,  F. 
Betts,  was  a  native  of  Niagara.  F.  Betts  married  Mary  D.,  daughter  of  Abner 
Crandall  and  was  a  well  known  civil  engineer.  He  died  in  1893  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  M.  C.  Betts  was  educated  at  Tonawanda,  and  in  1872  learned  the  drug  busi- 
ness with  Dr.  Lawer  of  Wilson.  In  1874  he  purchased  the  business  and  in  1884 
established  his  present  business  in  Tonawanda,  carrying  a  full  line  of  imported  and 
domestic  drugs.  In  1887  he  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bayle,  and  has  one 
son,  Benjamin  F.  Mr.  Betts  is  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  of  the  town,  and 
was  elected  treasurer  in  1896,  and  was  also  elected  treasurer  of  schools  in  1893.  He 
is  ever  ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town  and  its  people. 


316 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Jones,  Edward  A.,  Tonawanda,  p.  o.  Buffalo,  the  inventor  of  the  improved  process 
for  the  manufacture  of  steel  balls  and  the  founder  of  the  Excelsior  Machine  Com- 
pany of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  in  1854,  son  of  George  and  Ann 
(Baxter)  Jones,  Edward  began  at  the  early  age  of  ten  to  learn  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist and  had  practically  mastered  the  trade  while  yet  a  boy.  In  1881  he  left 
England  and  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  plied  his  trade  for  six  years,  the  last  of 
which  his  inventive  brain  conceived  the  idea  of  an  improved  process  for  making 
steel  balls  much  more  perfect  and  at  a  greatly  reduced  cost.  He  immediately  began 
work  on  his  models,  resulting  three  months  later  in  their  perfection,  on  which  he  se- 
cured patents  and  in  1887,  in  copartnership  with  Mr.  David  Roughead,  secured  land 
and  erected  a  small  shop  just  across  the  city  line  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  where 
they  began  the  manufacture  of  steel  balls  for  use  in  bicycles.  At  that  time  they 
were  the  first  to  manufacture  balls  under  the  new  process  and  the  second  manufac- 
turer of  balls  in  the  United  States.  Under  the  practical  and  careful  management  of 
these  gentlemen  their  business  has  increased  in  ten  years  from  a  small  shop  with 
two  men  and  a  yearly  output  of  1,000,000  balls,  to  a  large  plant  with  a  capacity  for 
150  men  and  a  yearly  output  of  150,000,000  balls.  They  are  now  the  largest  manu- 
facturers of  balls  in  the  world,  manufacturing  balls  for  various  kinds  of  machinery, 
and  the  only  concern  in  the  United  States  who  are  exclusive  manufacturers  of  steel 
balls;  2,000,000  of  their  output  is  consumed  in  the  United  States,  the  balance  going 
to  England  and  Germany,  Mr.  Jones  was  married  while  in  England  to  Mercy  M. 
Hartrick,  and  they  have  three  children.  In  addition  to  thirty-five  acres  of  land 
where  his  factory  stands  Mr.  Jones  owns  other  property  in  the  city  and  considerable 
real  estate  between  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls.  Mr.  Jones  is  also  the  inventor  of 
several  ball-bearing  axletrees  for  use  in  buggies  and  heavy  wagons,  which  will  when 
introduced  revolutionize  the  use  of  the  steel  ball  bearmg  in  vehicles. 

Maul,  John,  sr.,  one  of  the  successful  men  of  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
November  24,  1824.  When  twenty-two  he  entered  the  army  and  served  three  years, 
also  served  in  the  war  of  1848  for  freedom.  In  1849  he  came  to  America,  spending 
the  first  three  years  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  a  farm,  and  then  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  potash  business.  After  nine  years  he  moved  his  business 
to  Tonawanda,  and  after  twenty  five  years  in  this  business  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
and  saloon  business,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  many  years.  He  has  also 
owned  farms  for  many  years  in  different  parts  of  the  town ;  he  now  owns  a  farm  of 
100  acres  in  Niagara  county.  His  purchase  of  land  in  Tonawanda  village  was  a  two 
acre  tract  which  he  bought  of  Mr.  Helmer,  it  being  previously  owned  by  the  aged 
Judge  Clinton,  who  bought  it  in  for  the  taxes,  Mr.  Maul  therefore  being  the  fourth 
purchaser.  In  1895  Mr.  Maul  sold  to  the  State  for  $13,000  the  land  on  which  stands 
the  armory  of  the  25th  Separate  Company,  In  1864  he  erected  the  first  part  of  his 
present  building;  in  1894  he  was  succeeded  in  the  hotel  and  saloon  business  by  his 
son  George,  but  he  still  retains  his  interest  in  the  grocery  and  farm,  being  assisted 
by  his  son  John.  In  politics  Mr.  Maul  is  a  staunch  Democrat.  He  was  drafted  dur 
ing  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  stood  his  draft.  His  wife  was  Barbara  Smouse,  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  whom  he  married  in  Buffalo  in  1852,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
five  grew  to  maturity,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Maul  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  has  often  officiated  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of 
trustee. 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


317 


Walter,  Christian,  a  well  known  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Tonawanda,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Tonawanda,  March  31,  1848.  Philip  and  Sophia  Walter  were  his  grand- 
parents, natives  of  Germany.  Philip  was  a  lifelong  farmer  and  came  to  America 
about  1837,  bringing  his  family  with  him  and  located  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda, 
where  he  and  his  sons  cleared  the  timber  off  a  twenty-five  acre  farm.  They  reared 
a  family  of  five  sons  and  seven  daughters;  here  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  and 
he  met  his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  from  a  fall  in  his  barn.  His  wife  lived 
to  be  over  ninety-two  years.  Frederick,  the  father  of  Christian,  was  the  fourth  of 
his  father's  children,  born  in  Germany  in  1823.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Tonawanda 
and  became  a  farmer,  owning  a  small  farm  near  the  village  of  Tonawanda.  Though 
in  frail  health  for  over  twenty  years,  he  made  a  good  living.  In  politics  he  was  an  in- 
dependent voter.  His  wife  was  Katharina,  daughter  of  Henry  Yockey,  and  their 
children  were  Christian,  Katharina,  Frederick,  Sophia,  Mary  and  Louisa.  They 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  often  filled  official  capacities:  he 
died  in  1862,  and  his  wife  survives  him  and  resides  on  the  homestead  which  is  now 
owned  by  Christian,  the  subject.  Christian  Walter  attended  the  common  district 
school  winters  until  fourteen.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-two,  when 
he  began  for  himself  on  a  rented  farm.  In  1882  he  purchased  the  farm  of  fifty-five 
acres  upon  which  he  now  resides,  and  where  he  has  carried  on  a  successful  farming 
and  dairying  business.  In  1891  Mr.  Walter  took  advantage  of  the  high  prices  of 
land  and  sold  his  farm,  but  continued  to  operate  it  by  leasing  it  from  the  purchasers. 
He  also  leases  other  farms  amounting  in  all  to  150  acres,  having  a  dairy  of  twenty- 
five  cows.  After  the  sale  of  his  farm  he  purchased  village  property  in  the  village  of 
Tonawanda,  having  several  tenement  houses.  In  politics  Mr.  Walter  is  a  Republi- 
can. In  1869  he  married  Laura  Yockey  of  Tonawanda,  and  they  have  six  children; 
Christian,  Philip,  George,  Laura,  Louisa  and  Frederick.  Mr.  Walter  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  is  elder. 

Yockey,  Philip  Andrew,  one  of  the  prosperous  and  progressive  farmers  of  Tona- 
wanda, was  born  in  the  town  in  June,  1847,  one  of  the  three  sons  and  two  daughters 
born  to  Peter  and  Margaret  (Schaer)  Yockey,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Peter,  the 
father,  while  a  young  man  in  his  native  country,  followed  the  vocation  of  teamster. 
He  served  three  years  in  the  German  army  and  when  a  young  man  of  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Tonawanda,  where  he  purchased  a 
small  farm.  He  died  in  1852,  and  his  wife  conducted  the  farm  until  her  sons  were 
large  enough  to  assume  charge.  She  now  resides  with  her  son.  Philip  Andrew 
Yockey  received  a  common  district  school  education.  He  remained  at  home  with 
his  mother  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  began  farmJng  on  his  own  ac- 
count, since  which  time  he  has  bought  and  sold  several  farms.  His  last  farm  he  sold 
at  a  high  figure  during  the  land  boom  of  1892.  He  rents  a  farm  upon  which  he  con- 
ducts a  farming  and  dairy  business,  milking  twenty-six  cows  and  wholesaling  his 
milk  in  Buffalo.  In  politics  Mr.  Yockey  is  a  Democrat.  In  1870  he  was  married  to 
Kathrina  Librock,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  daughter  of  Philip  and  Charlotte  Lib- 
rock,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children:  Philip,  William,  Clarence,  Lena  and  Ade- 
line. They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  Mr.  Yockey  has  officiated 
several  times  as  trustee. 

Foevin,  Philip,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  June  29^ 
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1815,  and  came  to  Erie  county  the  same  year  with  his  parents,  Ebenezer  and  Lydia 
Phelps  Foevin,  who  bought  a  farm  of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  He  died  in  1853 
and  his  wife  in  1855.  Philip  Foevin  was  educated  in  Springville,  and  has  made 
farming  his  life  work.  In  1841  he  married  Anna  Stauber,  and  they  have  seven 
children. 

Watson,  William  J.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Dunkirk,  May,  22, 
1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  Watson,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Dunkirk,  and  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers,  who  died  in  1872.  W.  J.  Watson  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  1881  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  R. 
R.,  and  in  1886  came  to  Springville  as  operator,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been 
station  agent  at  Springville.  In  1886  he  married  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Fox,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Franklin.  Mr.  Watson  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  and  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Waite,  Charles  E.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Springville,  December 
14,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Weslan  Waite,  who  was  born  in  1802,  and  came  to  Spring- 
ville in  1825.  He  married  Calista  Snow,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  died 
September  10,  1892.  Charles  E.  was  educated  in  Springville,  and  in  1862  enlisted  in 
Co.  F,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
returned  to  Springville  in  1867  and  established  his  present  business  of  dentistry,  the 
firm  being  composed  of  C.  E.  Waite  and  R.  B.  Waite.  In  1862  he  married  Augusta, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Britton,  and  are  theparentsof  three  children;  R.  B.  Waite  being 
the  only  one  living.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College  in  1891 
and  went  into  partnership  the  same  year.  In  1891  he  married  Agnes,  daughter  of 
H.  O'Neil,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Wilcox,  D.  J.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
October  27,  1849.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  prepared  for  college 
at  Randolph  Academy  and  Fredonia  Normal  school;  he  was  three  years  at  Cornell 
University  and  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  in  1878.  He  read  law 
with  King  &  Montgomery  in  Ithaca,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1878,  and 
elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1882-83.  In  1878  he  married  Happie,  daughter  of  Charles 
Stowell,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Laura  M.  Mr.  Wilcox  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Cleveland  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  Walla  Walla,  Washington  Territory, 
since  which  time  he  has  practiced  law  at  Springville. 

Wells,  Frank  S.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord.  May 
30,  1856.  His  father,  Byron  Wells,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sardinia  and  came  to 
Concord  in  1827,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  died  in  1884.  He  married 
Mary  A.  Dodge.  Frank  S.  Wells  was  educated  in  the  Griffith  Institute  and  in  1886 
married  Matie  B.,  daughter  of  Stephen  Churchill,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Esther  M. 

Wells,  Hiram,  Concord,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  August  18,  1823.  His 
father,  Asa  Wells,  came  to  Erie  county  in  1819,  where  he  resided  and  followed  farm- 
ing all  his  lifetime.  Hiram  Wells  was  educated  in  the  Springville  Academy  and 
gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In  1848  he  married  Ann  Emerson,  who  died  in  1888, 
leaving  four  children:  Corhss  T.,  Byron  E.,  Susan  Elhnwood  and  Miss  Lucia. 
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Vance,  Samuel  D,,  Concord,  p.  o.  East  Concord,  was  born  near  Quebec,  January 
14,  1841,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  settling  in  Boston,  Mass.,  with  his 
uncle,  Samuel  Vance,  who  came  to  Concord  in  1849.  Samuel  D.  Vance  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  farmed  it  and  at  the  present  time  con- 
trols twenty-nine  cheese  factories.  In  1890  he  built  his  present  residence  at  East 
Concord  and  in  1895  bought  the  store  which  he  still  conducts.  In  1865  he  married 
Julia  A.  Wilcox,  and  they  have  four  daughters:  Mrs.  Cora  M.  Morse,  Mrs.  Nellie 
M.  Mayo,  Mattie  and  Annie. 

Vaughan,  Charles  M.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Springville,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1833.  His  father,  Epenetus  Vaughan,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
the  town  of  Concord ;  coming  there  and  settling  in  the  woods,  he  built  him  a  log 
house  and  cleared  up  100  acres  of  woodland  and  left  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
town  of  Concord.  He  married  Harriet  Spaulding  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  two, 
and  his  wife  died  in  1866.  Charles  M.  Vaughan  was  educated  in  Springville  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  farmers  in  Concord,  making  a  specialty  of  fine  grades  of  butter. 
In  1860  he  married  Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  Pliny  Smith,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren: Homer  M.,  Pliny  S.,  Ida  R.  and  Edith  R. 

Rassel,  Nicholas,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Brandenburg,  Grand 
Duchy  of  Luxembourg,  July  23,  1837.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1856  and 
settled  in  Buffalo,  then  spent  some  time  in  St.  Louis,  and  in  1860  went  to  Illinois. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  and  with  other  companions  was  transferred  to  the 
State  of  Missouri,  forming  the  11th  U.  S.  Vols.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Frederickstown,  under  Colonel  Plummer,  then  part  of  General  Pope's  corps,  and 
was  sent  to  Island  No.  10  and  from  there  to  Memphis,  Shiloh  and  Cornith,  where, 
under  Sherman,  he  fought  in  the  last  battle  of  Cornith.  August  5,  1864,  he  returned 
to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  lumber,  stock  and  mercantile  business,  and  in  March, 
1876,  he  came  to  Springville  and  engaged  in  the  fresh  and  salt  meat  business,  in 
which  he  still  continues.  In  1869  he  married  Miss  Catharine  Winter,  who  died  in 
1870.  In  1872  he  married  Susannah  Hein,  and  they  have  three  children:  Nicholas, 
Barbara  and  Alice. 

Morton,  Mrs.  M.  C,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville. — Alanson  P.  Morton  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Boston,  where  his  father  was  among  the  pioneers  of  Boston,  and  after- 
wards moved  to  Morton's  Corners,  which  was  named  after  him.  Alanson  P.  Morton 
was  the  leading  member  of  the  family  and  married  Laura  Abbott,  who  died  in  1850. 
In  1856  he  married  Maria  C,  daughter  of  Alanson  Morse,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Helen  Bonny,  Charles  A.  and  George  W.  Mr.  Horton  died  in  1872  in  his 
sixtieth  year. 

Morton,  Samuel  A.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Morton  Corners,  was  born  in  Onondaga  county, 
N.  Y.,  May  8,  1818,  and  came  to  Erie  county  with  his  parents,  Wendell  and  Polly 
Southworth  Morton,  who  first  settled  in  the  town  of  Boston  in  1820,  afterwards  mov- 
ing to  Morton's  Corners  in  1830,  which  was  named  after  him.  He  died  October  4, 
1868,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Samuel  A.  Morton  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  connection  with  his  brother,  Alanson  P.  Morton,  built  the  hotel  at 
Morton's  Corners.    In  1853  he  married  Arsula  P.  Ostrander,  daughter  of  Horace 
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Ostrander,  and  they  have  two  children :  Wendell  J.  and  Laura  E.  Mr.  Morton  has 
served  as  postmaster  for  eleven  years  and  also  as  assessor. 

Ticknor,  Charles  W.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Erie  county,  February 
2,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  D.  W.  Ticknor,  a  native  of  the  town  of  Concord.  His  grand- 
father came  to  Erie  county  about  1820.  Charles  W.  was  graduated  from  the  Spring- 
ville Academy  in  1882  and  began  the  study  of  law  the  same  year.  In  1890  he  went 
South  and  was  admitted  to  the  Tennessee  bar,  and  in  1891  was  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar.  In  1893  he  was  elected  school  commissioner,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
In  1889  he  married  Eloise  Vaughlin,  by  whom  four  children  have  been  born,  Daniel, 
Ray,  Willard  and  Bessie. 

Jackson,  William  H.,  M.  D.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Jackson,  a  native  of  Herki- 
mer county,  N.  Y.,  born  January  25,  1810.  His  great-grandfather  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  at  Herkimer,  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  William  Jackson  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Cornes,  who  was  a  farmer.  William  H.  Jackson  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Arcade  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Albany  in  1861,  from  Eastman's  Business  College  in  Poughkeepsie 
in  1862,  and  also  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina 
in  1873.  He  was  then  appointed  principal  of  the  preparatory  department  of  the  uni- 
versity, which  position  he  retained  until  1877.  In  1878  he  came  to  Springville  and 
established  his  present  practice.  In  1863  he  married  Mary  Hyde,  who  died  in  1870, 
when  he  married  Frances  Rockwell,  by  whom  four  sons  and  one  daughter  have  been 
born:  W.  Heman,  Lucian  C,  Fletcher  R.,  Lawrence  C.  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Shuttle- 
worth  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Jackson  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Count}?-  Medical  Society,  of 
the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  of  the  New  York  State  Railway  Surgeons, 
of  the  National  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  also  has  been  surgeon  for  the 
Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  for  the  past  eleven  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  Arcade  Lodge  No.  419,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  master  of  the  Springville  Lodge 
for  five  years  and  high  priest  of  the  Springville  Chapter  for  three  years. 

Fox,  Mary  A.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville. — Fred  Fox  was  born  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, October  30,  1830,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1860,  settling  in  Cattarau- 
gus county,  and  in  1865  came  to  Springville,  engaging  in  the  hotel  business.  In 
1865  he  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ulrich,  and  they  had  four  children : 
Frank  F.,  Fred  W.,  Mrs.  Mamie  L.  Watson  and  Mrs.  Clara  L.  Shay  of  Bradford, 
Pa.  Mr.  Fox  served  as  excise  commissioner  and  always  took  an  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  town.  His  death,  which  occurred  December  6,  1890,  was  a  loss  not  only 
to  his  family  but  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  of  him  it  can  well  be  said,  "An  honest 
man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

Botsford,  Charles  E.,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Syracuse,  N,  Y., 
April  13,  1839.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  Botsford,  who  settled  there  in  1833,  moving 
from  the  town  of  Derby,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born;  he  was  a  stonecutter  by  trade. 
In  1842  he  moved  to  Yorkshire  and  in  1847  moved  to  Springville.  He  married  May 
Smith  in  Syracuse  in  1834,  C.  E.  Botsford  was  educated  in  Springville  Academy, 
after  which  he  went  to  Brooklyn  and  was  division  and  assistant  engineer  on  the 
Brooklyn  Water  Works  for  about  seven  years.    In  1864  he  gave  his  attention  to  lo- 
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eating  and  constructing  railroads  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  and 
in  1883  located  the  Buffalo  and  Ashford  division  of  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  Railroad.  In 
1876  he  was  married  to  Rocelia,  daughter  of  Orange  Parmenter;  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Charles  W.,  Heman,  Ethel  and  Edith.  Mr. 
Botsford  takes  great  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has  a  private  library  of 
5,000  volumes. 

Chase,  Frank,  Concord,  p.  o.  Springville,  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1838,  and"  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Chase,  who  served  two  years  in 
Congress,  from  1828  until  1832.  He  married  Mary  F. ,  daughter  of  William  White- 
croft.  Samuel  Chase  was  a  well  known  attorney  throughout  the  central  part  of 
New  York  State,  and  died  in  1839.  Frank  Chase  was  educated  at  the  Springville 
Academy  and  at  Fort  Edward,  after  which  he  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law 
School  in  1863.  He  located  in  Springville  in  1866  and  began  the  practice  of  law.  In 
1872  he  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Clinton  Hammond,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  son.  Earl.  Mr.  Chase  served  his  town  as  supervisor  in  1872,  and  was  justice  of 
the  peace  for  twenty-eight  years. 

Walter,  Newton  B.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1860,  and 
educated  in  the  Hamburg  Academy.  March  10,  1884,  he  married  Ida  E.  Allen  of 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  ;  they  had  two  children,  Ada  L.,  born  March  7,  1885,  and  died  February 
10,  1889,  and  Martha  M.,  born  July  31,  1887.  In  1875  Mr.  Walter  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Company,  and  after  being 
promoted  several  times  he  became  baggage  master,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
His  father,  Barnie  Walter,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1818,  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  locating  in  the  town  of  Hamburg, 
where  he  was  educated.  He  married  Catherine  Grannis  of  Brant,  and  they  had  five 
children:  Mary  E.,  Helen  M.,  Rhoda,  Harvey  H.  and  Newton  B.  (as  above).  Mr. 
Walter  was  a  wealthy  farmer  and  died  in  1863;  his  widow  survives  him  at  this  date, 
1896.  Mrs.  Walter's  father,  Charles  H.  Allen,  was  born  of  Enghsh  parents  at  Ni- 
agara Falls  in  1839,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  October  28,  1858,  he 
he  married  Martha  Louther,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three 
children :  .  Ida  E.,  born  in  1859;  Charles  R.,  born  in  1861,  and  Josephine  B.,  born  in 
1863.    Mr.  Allen  died  in  1862,  and  his  widow,  February  15,  1887. 

Wakeley,  William  E.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Athol  Springs,  was  born  in  Eden  Valley, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  April  30,  1856.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  began  to  study  telegraphy,  October  1,  1873,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Company  as  station  master 
and  telegraph  operator;  he  has  also  been  postmaster  at  the  station  of  Athol  Springs. 
He  has  married  twice;  first  on  June  20,  1876,  to  Florence,  daughter  of  Elisha  Stuart; 
she  died  March  10,  1893.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Magdalena  Bachmann  on 
June  25,  1895.  Mr.  Wakeley's  father,  Guy,  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  born  in  1830. 
He  married  Julia  Tefft,  and  they  had  four  children :  William  E.  (as  above),  Charles 
G.,  Mary  C.  and  Hattie.  Mr.  Wakeley  was  a  government  nurse  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  May  23,  1863.    His  widow  survives  at  this  date,  1896. 

Taylor,  Joseph  A.,  Hamburg,  was  born  near  the  village  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1846.,  He  was  educated  in  the  Hamburg  Academy,  and  learned  the  trade 
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of  carpenter  and  joiner;  he  also  now  includes  the  moving  of  buildings,  January  16, 
1864,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  M,  24th  Cavalry  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Cloud's  Mills,  Virginia,  July  19,  1865.  October  14,  1874,  he  married  Jennie  L. 
Smith  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  tvv^o  children,  Grace  L.  and  Annie  M.  Mr.  Taylor's 
father,  Joseph,  was  born  in  Spencertown,  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1797.  He  was 
a  mason  and  a  farmer,  and  in  October,  1828,  he  married  Mary  E.  Pratt,  who  was 
born  November  6,  1806,  at  Saybrook,  Conn.  They  had  ten  children.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  June  28,  1887,  his  widow  March  19,  1891, 

Sowle,  Oscar  H.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Collins,  April^SO,  1832,  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  academy  then  at  Abbott's  Corners,  and 
has  always  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  September,  1854,  he  married 
Maria,  daughter  of  Moses  Kimble  of  Collins,  and  they  had  six  children:  Alice  M., 
Sarah  S.,  Clara,  Bert  M.,  Arthur  H,  and  Mary.  Sarah  S.  married  D wight  Colvin; 
Clara  married  George  Salisbury;  Bert  married  Georgia  Cutter;  Arthur  H.  married 
Nettie  Kester,  and  Mary  married  Frank  Caldwell.  Mr.  Sowle's  father,  Abram,  was 
born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1801.  He  married  Mary  McMillen,  and  they  had 
seven  children.    Mr,  Sowle  died  in  1877,  and  his  widow  in  1893. 

Saunders,  William  H.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Athol  Springs,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Brant,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  October  31,  1830.  Pie  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
has  had  a  variety  of  occupations  and  is  now  a  retired  farmer.  He  has  married  twice ; 
first  on  February  15,  1853,  to  Sophia  W,  Allen ;  they  had  three  children :  Alice  L. , 
Laura  M.  and  Frank  W.  Alice  L.  married  Dr.  Douglas  Joyce  of  Buffalo;  Laura 
married  Mr.  Knapp ;  Frank  W.  married  Virginia  Martin  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Saunders  died  September  4,  1893,  and  he  married  on  January  2,  1895,  Mrs.  Emma  J. 
Doyle.  Mr.  Saunders's  father,  Henry,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  and  came  to  this 
town  when  a  young  man.  He  married  twice ;  first  to  Lydia  Clough  of  Hamburg, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Naomi  Beason. 

Rose,  Simon  P.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1846,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  August  14,  1867,  he  enlisted  in 
the  8th  Infy.,  U.  S.  A.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  August  14,  1870.  He  traveled 
four  years  with  Barnum's  Circus,  in  the  band;  was  with  John  O'Brien  as  leader  of 
the  circus  band  one  year.  He  was  a  member  of  Kehr's  band  of  Buffalo  seven  years 
and  has  been  leader  of  the  Hamburg  Band  since  1883,  and  plays  continually  for  pri- 
vate parties,  June  7,  1883,  he  married  Mary  Lawrence  of  Hamburg,  Mr.  Rose's 
father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Alsace-Lorame  January  9,  1820,  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  eleven,  locating  in  Eden.  In  April,  1844,  he  married 
Margaret  Fritz,  formerly  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eleven  children. 

Robbins,  William  Eaton,  Hamburg,  was  born  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1860.  His  parents  moved  to  Evans,  Erie  county,  when  he  was  three  years  old, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Jamestown  University.  He  studied 
medicine  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  University  and  was  graduated  February  25,  1885. 
He  immediately  commenced  his  practice  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  con- 
tinued with  great  success.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society, 
also  of  the  Lake  Erie  Medical  Society.  November  13,  1881,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Reppert ;  they  have  two  children,  Eva  L.  and  Edna  C. 
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Pierce,  H.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
burg, N.  Y.,  July  14,  1867,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Ham- 
burg Academy.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  University  March  24, 
1891,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Blasdell.  June  24,  1891,  he  married 
Jennie  A.  Salisbury  of  Hamburg.  The  doctor's  father,  William  H.,  was  born  in 
Hamburg,  February  28,  1829.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  is  a 
carpenter  and  contractor  by  occupation.  He  has  married  twice,  first  to  Maria  J. 
Maltbie  of  the  town  of  Evans;  they  had  eight  children,  three  died  young,  five  sur- 
vive: Maryette,  Phoebe,  Emma,  H.  Arnold  (as  above)  and  Sanford  E.  Mrs.  Pierce 
died  January  12,  1890,  and  he  married,  September  1,  1891,  Mrs.  Harriet  Smith  of 
Hamburg;  she  had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage,  Martha  J.  and  Mary  E.  Mr. 
Pierce  enlisted  on  October  17,  1861,  in  Co.  G,  13th  Wisconsin  Vols.,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  by  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
April  25,  1862.  Mrs.  Pierce's  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war; 
his  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  N. 
Swift  Post  No.  440,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  of  New  York. 

Potter,  Silas  C,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Armor,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Macedon,  Wayne 
county,  N.  Y.,  February  4,  1824,  and  came  to  the  town  of  Humburg  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  three  years  old.  December  25,  1848,  he  married  Anna  E.  Baker,  and 
they  have  four  children:  M.  Emogene,  Julia  A.,  Armida  N.  and  Frank  L.  Mr. 
Potter's  father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  October  16,  1796,  and 
came  to  this  locality  when  a  young  man.  He  married  Alma  Jenks,  and  they  had 
six  children,    Mr.  Potter  died  November  9,  1880,  and  his  wife  February  8,  1875. 

Oakley,  Mrs.  James  Stewart,  Hamburg. — The  late  James  Stewart  Oakley  was 
born  in  1826  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day.  September  15,  1857,  he  mar- 
ried Lydia  Angelique  Rose  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  who  is 
assistant  principal  in  school  No.  40,  Buffalo.'  Mr.  Oakley  died  January  3,  1875.  Mrs. 
Oakley's  father,  Edwin  Rose,  was  born  in  Granville,  Mass.,  December  9,  1804.  He 
came  to  this  State  when  a  young  man  and  after  a  time  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
was  a  paving  contractor.  He  paved  the  first  street  in  Buffalo,  viz.,  Ohio  street. 
December  3,  1829,  he  married  Anna  Urila  Sisson,  and  they  had  five  children,  only 
two  survive  at  this  date,  1896.  Mr.  Rose  died  January  1,  1873,  and  his  widow  in 
April,  1880. 

Osborn,  Winslow  L.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  July  2, 1857. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
November  14,  1877,  he  married  Lucy  E.  Potter  and  they  have  one  son,  Leroy  E. 
Mrs.  Osborn's  father,  John  Potter,  was  born  in  London,  England,  in  1819.  He  was 
educated  in  their  schools  and  married  Sarah  Kitchen  of  his  native  city;  they  came  to 
America  in  1853  and  had  eleven  children,  five  were  born  in  England  and  nine  grew 
to  maturity.  Mr.  Potter  died  December  22,  1895,  and  his  wife  survives  at  this  date, 
1896.  Mr.  Osborn's  father,  Maurice,  served  three  different  terms  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  in  his  political  choice  he  is  a  thorough  Democrat. 

Mosher,  Lorenzo  D.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  March  14, 
1825.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  was  a  farmer  until  1893,  when 
he  retired.    He  has  married  three  times;  first  in  1847  to  Harriet  Bullis;  they  had 
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two  children,  Ella  and  John.  Mrs.  Mosher  died  in  1861,  and  he  married  a  second 
wife  who  died,  and  his  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Phedorah  Clough.  Mr.  Mosher's  father, 
Ezekiel,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1798;  he  married  and  had  four  children.  Mrs. 
Mosher's  father,  Daniel  Baker,  was  born  at  East  Hamburg  and  married  Naomi 
Rhodes  and  had  seven  children. 

McGean,  Miss  Josephine  E.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell. — Miss  McGean's  father, 
James,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1820,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  came  to 
America  with  his  tutor,  locating  m  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  mar- 
ried Ellen  Wade,  and  they  had  eight  children  who  grew  to  maturity:  William  W., 
Ellen  J.,  James,  Isabella,  John  H.,  David  T.,  Annie  T.  and  Josephine  E.  (as  above). 
Mr.  McGean  was  a  successful  business  man,  and  died  January  29,  1865;  his  widow, 
November  27,  1890.  William  W.  McGean  was  a  college  graduate  and  held  the  office 
of  captain  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war.  He  married  Sarah  Sherman ;  Ellen  J.  mar- 
ried Edward  Mitchell,  and  they  had  five  children  ;  James  married  Mary  O'Brien  and 
they  had  five  children;  Isabella  J.  married  John  M.  Henderson  and  they  had  six 
children  ;  John  H.  married  Elizabeth  Congdon  and  they  had  two  children  ;  David  T. 
married  Celestia  Oliver  and  they  have  one  daughter;  Annie  T.  married  Charles 
Winner  and  they  had  two  children. 

Lamb,  Adam,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Armor,  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
July  18,  1830,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  four  weeks  old.  They  lo- 
cated near  Abbott's  Corners  (now  Armor)  where  he  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  October  21,  1854,  he  married  Louisa  Schallers  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have 
had  eight  children:  Louisa  (who  died  in  her  ninth  year).  Bertha,  Dollie,  Helen,  Het- 
tie,  Louisa,  Emma  and  Adam,  jr.  Bertha  married  Conrad  Balserof  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. , 
and  they  have  three  children,  Clara,  Edith  and  Esther;  Dollie  married  John  Uebele 
of  Buffalo  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Laura;  Helen  married  Roman  Moldenhauer 
of  Dunkirk,  and  they  have  one  son,  Albert;  Hettie  married  Will  Newton  of  the  town 
of  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  children,  Irving,  Florence  and  Lewella. 
Mr.  Lamb's  father,  George,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Germany  in  1795.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Moore  of  his  native  place  and  they  had  five  children :  Augusta  and 
John,  who  died  in  Germany,  Adam,  Frederick  and  George. 

Kopp,  George  J.,  Hamburg. — The  late  George  Kopp  was  born  in  Bavaria,  June 
25,  1823.  He  was  educated  there  and  came  to  America  in  1847,  locating  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  resided  in  Buffalo  two  years  and  from 
there  went  to  Springville,  following  his  trade  there  until  1855,  when  he  moved  to  the 
village  of  Boston,  where  he  conducted  a  hotel.  In  1857  he  came  to  Hamburg,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  kept  the  very  best  of  hotels  until  he  retired  in  1873,  since  which  time  his 
son,  George  J.,  has  conducted  it  until  the  present  time,  1896.  In  1847  Mr.  Kopp 
married  Julia  A.  Berlenbach,  formerly  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  survive,  Julia  and  George  J. 

Kloepfer,  John  A.,  Hamburg. — John  Kloepfer,  father  of  John  A.  Kloepfer,  was  born 
in  Baden,  Germany,  December  27,  1833.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools,  and  in 
1853  came  to  America,  locating  in  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  two  years  and  then 
went  to  Boston,  Erie  county,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade  and  followed  it 
seven  years.    He  has  married  twice,  first  in  1861,  to  Hedwiga  Schwanz;  they  had 
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three  living  children:  Mary  E.,  Anna  R.  and  Carrie  D.  Mrs.  Kloepfer  died  October 
13,  1868,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Rosa  Schwanz,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren   William,  John  A.,  Amelia  R.,  Cecelia  F.  and  George  J. 

Knoche,  Frederick,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  April 
3,  1853  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer. 
October  23,  1877,  he  married  Caroline  E.  Miller  of  Collins,  aud  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Reuben  F.,  Arthur  H.  and  Edna  W.  Mr.  Knoche's  father,  Philip,  was  born 
near  Strassburg,  France  (now  Germany),  in  1814.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  locating  in 
Tonawanda.  where  he  too  was  a  farmer;  he  married  Catherine  Pierson  of  Tona- 
wanda, and  they  had  twelve  children. 

Kronenberg,  William,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  January  2,  1856, 
and  educated  in  the  Hamburg  Academy.  He  learned  the  tinsmith  trade,  and  was  in 
business  with  his  father  until  they  suffered  loss  by  fire  in  1884,  when  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Newton  C.  Fish  of  Hamburg  in  the  hardware,  tinsmith,  plumbing 
and  wall  paper  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fish  &  Kronenberg.  which  business 
is  very  successful.  February  17,  1881,  he  married  Louisa  S.  Pierce,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Hattie,  Charles  B.  and  William  N.  Mr.  Kronenberg  is  a  member  of 
Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a  staunch  Democrat.  His  father, 
Joseph  Kronenberg,  was  born  in  Luzerne,  Switzerland,  November  19,  1819.  He  was  a 
tinsmith  by  trade  and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1846,  locating  first  in  Buffalo,  and 
the  following  year  came  to  Hamburg,  where  he  engaged  in  business  until  1884.  He 
married  Fanny  Juech.  formerly  of  his  native  country,  and  they  had  eight  children. 
Mrs.  Kronenberg  died  November  24,  1866,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs. 
Louisa  Freedman  of  Hamburg.  She  died  in  August,  1895,  and  Mr.  Kronenberg  sur- 
vives at  this  date,  1896. 

Knaak,  John  H.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  12,  1850,  and  educated  in 
their  schools.  He  came  to  America  in  1871,  locating  in  Buffalo,  where  he  remained 
until  December,  1875,  when  he  moved  to  Hamburg.  He  is  a  mason  contractor  and 
builder.  In  December,  1873.  he  married  Mary  Meyers,  and  they  have  eight  children  : 
Harry,  John  H.,  jr.,  Lizzie,  Anna,  Lillian,  Clarence,  Raymond  and  Hazel.  Mr. 
Knaak' s  father,  John,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1809,  and  married  Lizzie  Wise  of  his 
native  place  and  they  had  seven  children. 

Knapp,  William  H.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Windom,  was  born  in  the  town  of  West  Sen- 
eca, August  13,  1859.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  Hamburg  Academy, 
and  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  has  married  twice,  first  on  December 
10,  1885,  to  Laura  Saunders,  and  they  had  one  son,  Frank  H.  Mrs.  Knapp  died  in 
1888,  and  January  27,  1892,  he  married  May  Fox,  and  they  have  one  son,  Willis  Jacus. 
In  1881  Mr.  Knapp  became  a  clerk  for  W.  C.  Jacus,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  who  was  in  the 
commission  and  forwarding  business,  and  in  1891  became  a  partner,  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  C.  Jacus  &  Co.  Some  time  later  the  business  was  merged  into  a  joint 
stock  company,  with  W.  C.  Jacus  as  president,  and  W.  H.  Knapp  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.    Mr.  Knapp  is  a  member  of  several  societies. 

Harris,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell. — Cyrenus  C.  Harris  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  March  23,  1834.    He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and 
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Lima  Colle.a^e,  this  State.  September  3,  1856,  he  married  Ann  O'Brien  of  his  native 
city,  and  they  had  six  children;  three  died  in  infancy  and  three  survive,  Anna  S., 
R.  Wihiam  and  Sophia  J.  Anna  S.  and  R.  WilUam  reside  at  home;  Sophia  J.  mar- 
ried Bernard  Elliott,  who  has  been  an  official  in  the  county  house.  Mr.  Harris's 
father,  William,  was  born  in  Nassau,  Rensselaer  county,  in  1797  and  came  to  Chau- 
tauqua county  when  a  young  man.  He  married  Sophia  Williams,  formerly  of  Mad- 
ison county,  and  they  had  five  children.  Mr.  Harris  died  September  10,  1885,  and 
his  wife  in  1880.  The  grandfather,  William  Harris,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  The  family  have  been  thorough  Republicans  ever  since  the  formation  of 
the  party  and  the  ancestry  of  the  family  is  English,  Scotch,  Welsh  and  Irish. 

Hunt,  Horace  P.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  November 
21,  1864,  and  educated  in  the  Hamburg  Academy.  He  clerked  for  his  father  for  a 
few  years,  when  he  entered  into  the  mercantile  business  for  himself.  He  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  sheriff  of  Erie  county,  January  1,  1894.  September  22,  1887,  he  mar- 
ried Clara  E.  Deitrich,  and  they  had  four  children :  Everett  H.,  Hollis,  Leigh  and 
Norris.  Mr.  Hunt  is  a  member  of  Triumph  Lodge  No.  712,  I.  O.  O  F.,  also  of  the 
Foresters  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Hunt's  father,  Edwin  A.,  was  born  in 
Bloomfield,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  merchant.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Austin, 
and  they  had  six  children:  Howard  L.,  Horace  F.,  Everett  A.,  Ehzabeth,  Grace  M. 
and  Anna. 

Fraser,  David,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Scotland,  Great  Britain,  September  6,  1825. 
He  was  educated  in  their  schools  and  came  to  America  July,  1848,  locating  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  harness  making.  He  married  Sophia  Smith 
and  they  have  eight  children:  John,  Jennie,  David,  jr.,  William,  Alexander,  George, 
Elizabeth  and  Burton. 

Fish,  Newton  C,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1859,  where 
he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  began  his  mercantile  career  as  clerk  in  his 
father's  store.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  began  business  on  his  own  account  in  company 
with  William  Kromberg,  in  hardware,  furnaces,  stoves,  plumbing,  etc.,  together 
with  wall  paper  and  crockery.  June  8,  1881,  he  married  Ina  A.  Woodbury,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Mildred  L.,  Ethel  L.  and  Winifred  W.  Mr.  Fish  is  one  of  the 
village  trustees,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  president  of  the  Hamburg 
Saving  and  Loan  Association.  Mr.  Fish's  parents  were  natives  of  Hamburg  and 
they  had  ten  children.  His  father  died  in  California,  October  7,  1895,  and  his  widow 
survives  at  this  date. 

Federspiel,  George  E.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y. ,  March  4,  1850, 
and  was  educated  in  the  Hamburg  Academy.  He  married  Nellie  M.  Nott  of  Ham- 
burg, and  they  have  one  son,  Kenneth  N.  Mr.  Federspiel  has  devoted  his  whole 
life  in  the  grocery  business,  first  as  a  clerk,  and  in  1871  he  began  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  1874  he  entered  into  copartnership  with  Jacob  Eckhardt,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Federspiel  &  Co.  Mr.  Federspiel  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  its  treasurer  since  1883.  Mr.  Federspiel's  father,  John,  was 
born  in  Loraine,  Germany,  July  28, 1811,  where  he  was  educated  in  their  schools  and 
came  to  America  in  1828,  coming  from  New  York  to  Buffalo  on  the  canal.  He 
chopped  wood  for  his  board  and  afterwards  worked  at  farm  work  for  five,  eight  and 
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ten  dollars  per  month.  In  1848  he  married  Margaret  Hersch  of  Buffalo,  formerly  of 
his  native  place,  and  they  had  ten  children  that  grew  to  maturity:  Magdalene. 
Regina,  Mary  A.,  John,  Margaret,  Eliza,  George  E,  (as  above),  Matilda,  Malinda  and 
Amelia.  Mrs.  John  Federspiel  died  in  February,  1877,  and  Mr.  Federspiel  survives 
her.  Mrs.  Federspiel's  father,  Samuel  E.  H.  Nott,  was  born  in  Sardinia,  Erie 
county,  in  the  year  1817.  He  studied  medicine  in  Castleton,  Vermont,  and  also 
attended  lectures  at  the  University  of  New  York  City.  He  began  his  practice  at 
Abbott  Corners;  he  was  also  a  specialist  in  Buffalo  and  was  coroner  in  Buffalo 
from  1857  to  1860.  In  1846  he  married  Eunice  Salisbury,  and  they  had  three  living 
children:  Edward  S.,  Elon  G.  and  Nellie  M.  Mr.  Nott  died  December  11,  1889,  and 
his  wife  in  1885. 

Constantine,  Charles  F.,  Hamburg. — Mr.  Constantine's  father,  James  W.,  was 
was  born  in  Utica,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1828.  October  3,  1853,  he  married 
Helen  S.  Plumbly,  and  they  had  eight  children:  Ida,  who  married  Dr.  Franklin  D. 
Pierce  of  Buffalo;  Charles  F.  (as  above);  George,  died  in  infancy;  Frederick  W., 
Nellie  M.,  Clara  M.,  Lafayette  S.  and  Myrtie  M.  They  came  to  the  town  of  Sar- 
dinia, Erie  county,  in  1855.  He  died  January  15,  1896,  and  his  wife  survives  at  this 
date,  1897.  Mr.  Constantine's  grandfather,  Daniel  Constantine,  was  born  in  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  in  1788  and  came  to  America  in  1819,  locating  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  mason  contractor.  In  1826  he  married  Caroline  Steward  of  Rochester, 
and  they  had  nine  children.  Charles  F.  Constantine  has  conducted  a  successful 
florist  business  for  the  past  twelve  years. 

Becker,  Henry,  Hamburg,  was  born  near  Alsace,  Germany,  May  2,  1832.  He 
was  educated  in  their  schools  and  came  to  America  in  April,  1850,  locating  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  learned  the  harness  trade  and  afterwards  was  instructed  in  carriage  trim- 
ming. He  followed  it  until  the  war  began.  July  2,  1856,  he  married  Mina  Wolf  of 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  from  1857  until  1867.  August  8,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  E,  126th  N.  Y.  Vols. ,  and  was  with  the  regiment  at  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry. 
In  1867  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Frederick  Loegier, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Becker  &  Loegier,  conducting  a  harness  business  until  1875, 
when  Mr.  Loegier  died.  Soon  after  another  partner  was  taken  in,  John  C.  Wicker, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Becker  &  Wicker.  Mr.  Becker  retired  from  active  business, 
retaining  an  interest  in  the  business. 

Baltzer,  Henry  P.,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Blasdell,  was  born  near  Wood  Lawn  Beach, 
September  23,  1854.  September  21, 1882,  he  married  Ameha  C.  Meyer  and  they  had 
eight  children,  five  died  in  infancy;  Edward  H.  died  in  his  eleventh  year  and  Philip 
H.  and  Lillie  E.  survive.  Mr.  Baltzer's  father,  Philip,  was  born  in  Germany  De- 
cember 2,  1818,  and  came  to  America  with  his  father  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  locat- 
ing in  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.  October  22,  1844,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Heiser  and  they  had  eight  children.  He  died  May  24,  1888,  and  his  wife  December 
6,  1883. 

Brendel,  John  G.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1836.  He  was  partly  edu- 
cated in  their  schools  and  came  to  America  when  a  boy  in  the  year  1853,  locating  in 
Hamburg,  where  he  finished  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  a  clerk 
xmtil  1863,  when  he  began  business  on  his  own  account,  which  he  has  conducted 
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with  success,  having  a  general  store,  also  a  liquor  establishment  in  the  rear.  Sep- 
tember 1,  1863,  he  married  Annie  Drummer,  and  they  had  five  children:  Emma  J., 
George  J.,  Katherine  O.,  Frank  C.  and  Marcus  A.  Mr.  Brendel  is  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  Hamburg  and  has  also  been  supervisor  of  the  town.  He  is  a 
member  of  Concordia  Lodge  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Allen,  John,  Hamburg,  p,  o.  Lakeview,  was  born  at  Wolverhampton,  Stafford- 
shire, England,  December  10,  1832.  He  has  had  a  variety  of  occupations;  was  first 
apprenticed  to  Chublin  &  Son,  at  the  locksmith  trade,  afterwards  spent  twenty-one 
years  at  the  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory  at  Endfield  Lock,  England.  He  was  a 
general  mechanic  and  his  specialty  was  gun-sighting,  and  for  this  efficient  work  he 
received  an  annual  pension  paid  quarterly  from  the  British  government.  August 
22,  1857,  he  married  Susan  Wickins,  and  they  had  six  children. 

Wallenwein,  Adam,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  November 
18,  1833,  is  a  son  of  William  and  Christian  Wallenwein,  both  born  in  Germany, 
vvhere  he  died  in  1849.  The  mother  and  step-father  of  the  subject,  William  Coon, 
came  to  West  Seneca,  N.  Y. ,  and  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  died ;  his  wife  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  eighty- two.  Adam  Wallenwein  was  sixteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  America  and  first  worked  out  by  the  month  and  then  worked  in  a  grocery 
store  as  a  clerk  for  about  fourteen  years.  In  1862  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  himself,  and  after  nineteen  years  came  to  Aurora  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  in  the  house  known  as  Farmer's  Home ;  he  is  still  owner  of  the  Home, 
and  in  1894  bought  ninety  acres  of  land,  where  he  now  lives.  In  1896  he  put  up  a 
fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  He  started  in  life  as  a  poor  boy  and  is  now  one  of 
the  well-to-do  farmers  of  his  town.  He  was  married  December  24,  1864,  to  Philipine 
Bender,  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  with  parents  in  1840,  and  they  had 
eleven  children. 

Wallis,  William  D.,  Aurora,  p  o.  Willink,  born  in  East  Aurora.  August  27,  1835, 
is  a  son  of  Erastus  and  Margaret  L.  (Bowie)  Wallis,  who  were  married  in  1833.  He 
was  born  June  23,  1802,  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y. ,  and  his  wife  was  born  May  15, 
1813,  in  Bridgtown,  N.  J.  Erastus  Wallis  was  educated  in  New  York  State  and 
graduated  from  Fairfield  Academy.  He  came  to  East  Aurora  about  1827  and  prac- 
ticed medicine  until  1848,  when  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  practiced  his  profession  four 
years,  when  he  returned  to  the  farm  William  D.  now  owns  and  remained  until  his 
death  in  1862.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  was  postmaster  under  Tyler.  He  was 
president  of  the  Erie  County  Agricultural  Society  for  some  years  and  president  of 
the  Erie  County  Medical  Society.  His  wife  died  April  29,  1887.  William  D.  Wallis 
was  reared  in  East  Aurora  and  educated  in  East  Aurora  Academy  and  Buffalo's 
graded  schools.  He  was  in  the  insurance  business  for  fifteen  years,  but  his  princi- 
pal occupation  has  been  farming,  being  the  owner  of  about  300  acres  of  land.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Freemont  in  1856  and  has  since  been  a  Republican,  and 
is  a  member  of  a  number  of  lodges.  December  23,  1857,  he  married  Elizabeth  J., 
daughter  of  James  and  Ursula  Davis,  and  they  had  six  children:  Nellie,  James, 
Charles,  Maggie,  Legrand  and  Edward. 

Williams,  Samuel  A.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  1855, 
is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Sallie  B.  (Adams)  Williams,  who  spent  their  last  days  in 
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Aurora.  Mr.  Williams  was  reared  and  educated  in  East  Aurora,  where  he  has  fol- 
lowed farming  and  has  been  connected  with  Richardson,  Beebe  &  Co.  in  the  produce 
business  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  married  September  19,  1877,  to  Grace  C. 
Fairbank,  daughter  of  H.  Scott,  son  of  Willard  Fairbank,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Elma.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  had  two  children :  Merritt  S.  (who  died  aged  one 
and  a  half  years),  and  B.  Frank  (born  March  18,  1883).  He  is  a  Republican  and  has 
been  trustee  of  the  village  for  eight  years. 

Stewart,  S.  M.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y. ,  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  April  21,  1855,  is  a  son  of  D.  J.  and  Elizabeth  G.  (Newland) 
Stewart,  he  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ,  December,  1810,  and  she  in  Cayuga 
county.  D.  J.  Stewart  was  a  son  of  Luther  and  Maria  (Poppinno)  Stewart,  both 
born  in  Orange  county,  he  a  son  of  Silas  Stewart,  born  in  Orange  county,  and 
his  father,  James  Stewart,  came  from  Scotland.  Maria  Poppinno  was  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Anna  (Jackson)  Poppinno,  he  a  son  of  Major  Poppinno,  who  came  to 
Orange  county  with  Lafayette  and  there  lived  and  died.  The  father  of  S.  M.  Stew- 
art was  reared  in  Orange  county  and  came  to  Buffalo  in  1833  and  in  1853  came  to 
the  farm  of  sixty  acres  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  a  farmer  and  when  a  young  man 
sailed  four  years  and  was  in  the  fruit  business  in  Buffalo  for  several  years.  S.  M. 
Stewart  was  reared  and  educated  on  the  farm  and  follows  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  September,  1868,  to  Josie  Gavins  of  Orleans  county,  and  they  have  three 
children:  James  A.,  Carrie  J.  and  Myrtle  E. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Clinton,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink. — Clinton  N.  Smith,  born  in  East  Ham- 
burg, July  22,  1855,  is  a  son  of  William  and  Caroline  (Addington)  Smith,  who  spent 
most  of  their  lives  at  Orchard  Park,  where  they  both  died.  Mr.  Smith  was  edu- 
cated at  Orchard  Park  and  Friends  Institute.  He  has  been  in  various  kinds  of  busi- 
ness and  for  seven  years  was  assistant  keeper  of  the  penitentiary  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
He  is  a  Republican  and  has  held  minor  offices  in  Orchard  Park.  He  is  a  member 
of  Zion  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  married  September  27,  1893,  to  Etta  L.  Marvel, 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Lany  (Davis)  Smith,  he  born  in  Attica  and  she  in  Aurora,  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Smith.  Alfred  Marvel  came  to  Aurora  when  a  boy 
with  his  parents,  John  and  Lavina  (Mainard)  Marvel,  who  aftewards  went  to 
Illinois  with  an  ox  team,  where  both  died.  The  father  of  Lany  Davis  was  Samuel 
Davis,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Aurora,  where  he  lived  and  died. 

Shearer,  Joseph  H.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Palmer,  Mass.,  April  13, 
1824,  is  a  son  of  Noah  and  Betsey  Shearer,  who  came  to  East  Aurora  in  1839,  where 
they  lived  and  died.  Mr.  Shearer  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  East  Aurora 
and  was  educated  in  the  Aurora  Academy.  He  began  the  study  of  law  with  L.  W. 
Graves  of  East  Aurora  and  in  1857  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  with  the  exception 
of  eight  years  has  practiced  in  Aurora.  In  1852  he  married  Emma  Rickords  of  Eng- 
land, w^ho  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  but  six  years  old.  She  died  in 
January,  1896,  leaving  six  children :  Albert,  Clara,  Louisa,  Dora,  William  and  Jane. 

Smithson,  William  F.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Niagara  county,  N.  Y,,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1854,  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Maria  (Whitmore)  Smithson,  he  born  in  Eng- 
land and  she  born  in  Canada.    Mr.  Smithson  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.    He  lived  in  Niagara  county  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
PP 
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Aurora,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  was  married  in  1883  to  Estena  S.  Stone,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Effa. 

Roberts,  Charles  W.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Buffalo,  December  28, 
1847,  is  a  son  of  Amos  and  Samantha  (Letson)  Roberts,  both  born  in  England,  he  a 
son  of  Abasalom  Roberts  who  came  from  England  about  1809  and  finally  settled  in 
Aurora,  where  he  lived  and  died.  The  father  of  Charles  was  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  afterward  in  the  cattle  trade.  He  was  justice  a  number  of  years.  Charles  W. 
Roberts  was  reared  and  educated  in  East  Aurora;  he  also  attended  school  in  Indian- 
apolis Academy  for  about  two  years,  where  his  parents  moved  in  1858  and  remained 
two  years.  Mr.  Roberts  at  sixteen  years  of  age  started  working  for  himself  in  the 
oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  in  the  oil  country  about  sixteen  years,  going  there 
in  1865.  In  1887  he  came  to  East  Aurora  and  purchased  the  Globe  Hotel,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  proprietor.  In  1872  he  married  Elizabeth  Dalton  of  Tylersburg,  Pa. 
He  is  a  member  of  Aurora  Borealis  Lodge  No.  642,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Rogers,  Cyrus,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  N. 
Y.,  October  4,  1829,  is  a  son  of  Calvin  and  Emih^  (Hotchkiss)  Rogers.  The  grand- 
father, Salma  Rogers,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  spent  his  last 
days  at  Strykersville.  He  was  a  master  mechanic  and  Free  Mason  over  sixty  years, 
being  an  honorary  member  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  was  buried  by  the  lodge. 
Cyrus  Rogers  was  reared  and  educated  at  Strykersville,  where  he  learned  the  car- 
penter's and  millwright  trades.  He  has  built  and  assisted  in  building  a  number  of 
buildings  and  had  a  planing  mill,  sash,  blind  and  door  factory  until  it  burned  down, 
sixteen  years  ago.  Mr.  Rogers  was  married  in  1851  to  Miss  A.  A.  Havens,  daugh- 
ter of  Peleg  and  Lydia  Havens,  and  they  had  five  children,  Morris,  William,  Charles, 
Emily  and  Nettie. 

Perry,  A.  J.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  April  21, 
1838,  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Lydia  (Whitney)  Perry,  both  born  in  Vermont,  there 
married,  and  in  1826  came  to  Ashford,  Cattaraugus  county,  and  in  1843  came  to  East 
Aurora,  where  they  both  lived  and  died.  A.  J.  Perry  was  reared  and  educated  in 
East  Aurora  and  followed  teaching,  beginning  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  fol- 
lowed it  twenty-eight  terms.  He  has  since  traveled  for  Batavia  nurseries,  as  man- 
aging agent  for  Western  New  York.  He  was  married  May,  1839,  to  Mandana  L. 
Kent  of  Holland,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Dolly  Kent,  who  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Holland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  have  two  daughters,  Eva  M.  and  M.  Ella. 
Mr.  Perry  was  a  Republican  during  Lincoln's  administration,  but  has  since  been  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  East  Aurora 
Chapter  No.  282,  R.  A.  M.,  and  has  been  master  two  years  and  represented  the  lodge 
at  New  York  three  years,  and  is  now  secretary  of  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter.  Mr. 
Perry  was  three  years  representing  the  United  States  Life  Company  of  New  York 
previous  to  engaging  in  the  nursery  business. 

Paul,  R.  M.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Aurora,  February  12,  1831,  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Alvira  Paul,  both  born  in  Vermont  and  came  to  Aurora  in  1820, 
and  with  the  exception  of  fifteen  years  spent  in  Colden,  have  lived  in  Aurora.  Mr. 
Paul  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  at  select  schools  at  Griffin's  Mills.    He  has 
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always  been  a  farmer  and  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  but  has  lived  in  East  Aurora 
seven  years,  where  he  has  a  fine  residence.  March  9,  1852,  he  married  Sarah  A, 
Long,  daughter  of  Frederick  Long,  a  native  of  England,  who  about  1834  came  to 
Aurora,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  have  had  seven  children: 
Charley,  Francis,  William,  Harriet,  Molly,  James  and  Allie.  Mr.  Paul  is  a  Prohibi- 
tionist in  politics  and  has  served  as  assessor  for  six  years  in  succession. 

Pfifferling,  Louis,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1840,  a  son  of  Ernest  and  Sarah  (Kurtz)  Pfifferling,  he  a  native  of  Germany 
and  she  of  France.  Ernest  Pfifferling  came  to  Baltimore  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
and  later  to  New  York  city,  where  he  was  a  baker  until  about  1847,  when  he  came  to 
Wyoming  county  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  farming.  In  1879  he 
came  to  East  Aurora,  where  he  died  in  1881,  and  his  widow  in  1889.  Louis  Pfiffer- 
ling was  reared  and  educated  in  Wyoming  county  ;  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  owns 
at  present  eighty-one  acres  of  land ;  the  family  own  two  blocks  in  the  village  known 
as  the  Pfifferling  Blocks.  Mr.  Pfifferling  is  a  Democrat  and  was  highway  commis- 
sioner in  Wyoming  county.  He  was  married  in  February,  1874,  to  Sarah  Paul  of 
Java,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  four  children:  George,  Alice,  Edith  and  Ernest.  Mr. 
Pfifferling  is  a  member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  East  Aurora 
Chapter  No.  282,  R.  A.  M.  The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church  at  East 
Aurora. 

Mason,  Charles  W.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Holland,  May  18,  1821,  is  a 
son  of  Garner  and  Eliza  (Reed)  Mason.  He  was  reared  in  Wales  and  educated  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  of  Wales,  He  is  a  farmer  and  lived  from  1825  to  1882 
on  the  homestead  in  Wales,  and  in  1892  came  to  East  Aurora  and  bought  a  farm  of 
five  acres.  Mr.  Mason  was  a  Whig  and  is  now  a  Republican,  and  was  appointed  as- 
sessor, but  refused  to  serve.  He  was  married  in  1842  to  Julia  Clark  of  Holland, 
daughter  of  Lyman  Clark,  an  early  settler  of  Holland,  and  they  had  six  children. 
Mrs.  Mason  died  January  21,  1875,  and  in  1879  he  married  Jane  Burroughs,  who  was 
born  in  England  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Wales  when  a  mere  child. 

Jennings,  Rev.  William,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Chertsey,  county  of  Surry, 
England,  April  7,  1823,  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Jennings,  who  lived  and 
died  in  England.  Mr.  Jennings  was  reared  in  England  and  educated  at  Highgate 
College,  near  London,  then  in  Mumford  Grammar  School  in  county  of  Norfolk,  the 
same  school  which  the  sons  of  Sir  Robert  Peal  attended.  In  1843  he  began  to  study 
for  the  ministry,  and  1846  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Clemons  of 
Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  working  on  a  farm  summers  and  studying  and  preachmg 
winters.  In  1849  he  united  with  the  Genesee  Conference  and  1852  was  ordained  el- 
der, and  has  been  in  the  ministry  fifty-three  years  and  is  still  preaching.  March  27, 
1846,  he  married  Miranda  Baker  and  they  had  three  children.  Dr.  Jennmgs  has 
been  a  great  student  during  his  life  and  is  now  preaching  every  Sunday.  He  started 
poor  and  has  made  his  own  way,  and  educated  his  sons  at  a  cost  of  about  $7,000. 

Henshaw  W.  H.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  on  the  farm  he  now  owns,  January 
10,  1842,  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Eunice  (Scott)  Henshaw,  he  born  in  Aurora,  June, 
1809,  and  she  in  Vermont,  in  November  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Henshaw  was  a 
farmer  and  stone  mason  and  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Aurora.    The  father  of  Isaac 


3B2 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


was  James  Henshaw,  born  in  Middlebury,  Vt.,  August  20,  1778,  and  came  to  Cayuga 
county  when  twelve  years  old  with  his  parents.  In  1806  the  grandfather  of  W.  H. 
came  to  Buffalo,  and  then  to  Aurora,  where  he  purchased  560  acres  of  land,  on  a 
part  of  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  except  one  or  two  years  in  Buffalo,  after  the 
panic  of  1837.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a  Whig  and  justice  many  years 
and  afterward  known  as  'Squire  Henshaw. 

Hall,  Isaac,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink.  born  in  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  September  26, 
1881,  is  a  son  of  Newcomb  and  Frances  Hall,  both  born  in  Whales,  he  a  son  of  Isaac, 
who  with  three  brothers  settled  in  Wales  about  1809  at  Wales  Center,  which  was 
known  as  Hall's  Hollow.  Isaac  Hall  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  Wyom- 
ing county.  He  is  a  farmer  and  lived  in  Missouri  three  years,  from  1857  to  1860, 
when  he  settled  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  of  sixty-three  acres,  where  he  has  smce 
lived.  He  was  married  in  1853  to  Antonette  Tillon  of  Elmira,  and  they  had  two 
children.  Mrs.  Hall  died  in  1885  and  he  married  second  Elizabeth  Borland,  sister 
of  Dr.  Dorland  of  Buffalo.  She  died  in  1892.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Republican  and  was 
highway  commissioner  for  three  years. 

Hatch,  George,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  born  in  Connecticut,  1816,  is  a  son  of 
Ephraim  and  Sophia  Hatch,  born  in  Connecticut,  where  she  died  in  1818,  and  he 
married  Olive  Robertson ;  they  came  to  Aurora  in  1835,  where  he  died  in  1870,  aged 
eighty  eight,  and  his  wife  died  in  1865,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  George  Hatch 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  twenty  ^^ears  old  when  he  came  to  Aurora,  where  he  has  since  followed 
farming  and  dealt  in  land.  He  was  married  m  1846  to  Malissa  Tilden,  a  relative  of 
Governor  Tilden,  and  they  have  one  adopted  daughter. 

Gerber,  William  A.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Wales,  Erie  county,  N.  Y., 
March  12,  1844,  is  a  son  of  Antonius  W.  and  Sarah  (Man aghan)  Gerber,  he  born  m 
Hamburg,  Germany,  and  she  born  in  Canterbury,  England.  He  came  to  Buffalo 
when  a  young  man  and  there  married  and  went  to  Wales,  where  he  lived  a  few 
years,  when  he  came  to  East  Aurora  and  died  in  1879.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  harness  and  carnage  trimming.  The  family  consisted  of  two  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Julius  R.,  who  was  employed  as  salesman  with  Pratt  &  Letch- 
worth  and  later  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  William  Gerber  was  reared  in 
Holland  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  East  Aurora  Academy.  He 
was  engaged  as  clerk  in  Syracuse  and  Binghamton  for  a  short  time  and  then  re- 
turned to  East  Aurora  and  engaged  in  the  harness  business  with  his  father,  and  in 
1866  he  also  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. Mr.  Gerber  was  married  December  14,  1895,  to  Ida  A.  Mullen  of  Buffalo, 
daughter  of  William  Mullen,  a  retired  railroad  man.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number 
of  lodges  and  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Francis,  Marion  L.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Colden,  N.Y.,  February 
13,  1844,  is  a  son  of  Nathan  C.  and  Philana  (Colvin)  Francis,  both  born  in  Hamburg, 
he  a  son  of  James,  and  she  a  daughter  of  Amos  Colvin.  James  Francis  came  from 
Connecticut  to  Hamburg  in  an  early  day  and  there  lived  and  died.  Amos  Colvin 
came  to  Hamburg  early  and  there  lived  and  died.  Nathan  Francis  is  a  farmer  and 
came  to  Colden,  N.  Y.,  about  1840  and  for  ten  years  lived  in  West  Falls.    He  is  a 
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Democrat  and  was  supervisor  for  several  years  and  also  held  other  offices.  He  owns 
about  300  acres  of  land.  His  wife  died  November  8,  1888,  and  he  is  now  living, 
aged  eighty-two  years.  Marion  Francis  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  Springville  Academy.  He  followed  farming  until  1878  and 
was  twelve  years  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1890  he  removed  to  West  Falls 
and  now  looks  after  his  farm  of  120  acres  in  Aurora.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  was 
highway  commissioner,  collector  and  assessor.  He  was  married  in  June,  1865,  to 
Ellen  J.  Haynes,  daughter  of  Pliny  A.  Ha^mes,  and  they  have  two  children. 

Fenner,  Charles  J.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  February 
3,  1857,  is  a  son  of  Seth  and  Charlotte  (Jones)  Fenner,  he  born  in  Herkimer  county 
and  she  in  Iowa.  Seth  Fenner  came  to  Aurora  in  1854  and  bought  100  acres  where 
he  now  resides;  he  also  added  125  acres  of  land  now  owned  by  Charles  J.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  has  been  supervisor  and  member  of  assembly.  His  wife  died  in 
1861.  Charles  J.  Fenner  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Aurora  and  Fairfield  Seminary  where  an  uncle,  Jarus  Mather,  was  treasurer  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Fenner  was  married  February  22,  1880,  to  Luc}^  J.  Turner,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Charlotte  M.  He  is  a  Republican  and  was  superintendent  of 
the  horse  department  at  the  Buffalo  International  Fair  and  Detroit  (Mich.)  Interna- 
tional Fair.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  Erie  County  Fair,  which  position  he  has 
held  for  eight  years. 

Ehresman,  George  M.,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Germany  January  8, 
1829,  is  a  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Klouse)  Ehresman,  both  born  m  Bavaria, 
Germany,  and  came  to  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  and  there  lived  and  died.  Mr. 
Ehresman  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sheldon  and  has  followed  farming  and  has 
also  bought  and  sold  land  and  now  owns  350  acres.  He  has  made  his  own  property 
and  to-day  is  one  of  the  well-to  do-men  of  East  Aurora.  He  was  married  August  5, 
1865,  to  Anna  S.  Patch,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Daisy  Mary,  aged  sixteen 
years. 

Drake,  Frank,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Aurora,  November  2,  1851,  is  a  son  of 
Andrew  and  Olive  J.  (Jones)  Drake,  he  born  in  Watkins,  N.  Y.,  and  she  in  Ham- 
burg. The  father  of  Frank  came  to  East  Hamburg  and  finally  settled  in  Aurora, 
where  he  lived  for  some  years  and  then  went  to  Canada,  where  he  died;  his  wife 
died  in  Aurora.  Frank  Drake  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  Aurora 
schools.  He  followed  farming  and  owns  eighty-seven  acres  where  he  lives;  he  also 
owns  a  portion  of  the  Ransom  Jones  (grandfather)  farm  in  East  Hamburg.  He  was 
married  in  1876  to  Julia  Deffenbach  of  East  Aurora,  and  they  have  one  son,  Frank. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.    The  Joneses  were  Quakers. 

Damon,  Harvey,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  March 
7,  1849,  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Betsey  Damon.  Mr.  Damon  was  reared  on  a  farm 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  East  Aurora,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  followed  farming,  teaming,  etc.,  for 
about  seventeen  years.  In  1891  he  bought  the  hotel  on  Buffalo  street,  which  he  now 
owns,  and  in  1895  bought  the  Kimball  House,  where  he  is  now  proprietor.  He  mar- 
ried Mahilda  Canada  of  Elma,  and  they  have  eight  children. 

Coburg,  Philip,  Aurora,  p.  o.  Willink,  born  in  New  York  city,  February  23,  1861,  is 
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a  son  of  Philip  and  Mary  Coburg,  he  born  in  Germany  and  she  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  came  to  New  York  city,  where  he  spent  most  of  his  life.  Philip  Coburg  was 
reared  in  Brooklyn  and  there  educated.  He  worked  in  Hoboken,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
mother  had  a  store,  but  in  1875  he  and  his  mother  came  to  Aurora  and  in  1884 
bought  the  farm  of  145  acres,  where  they  now  reside. 

Boies,  Charles  C,  Aurora,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Aurora,  July  7,  1830,  a 
son  of  Wilder  and  Dianna  (Little)  Boies,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Wilder  Boies 
lived  and  died  in  Massachusetts,  and  his  widow  came  to  Aurora  and  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four  years.  Charles  C.  Boies  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools;  he  spent  five  years  in  Michigan  and  has  for  the  rest  of  his  life  lived 
in  Erie  county.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer,  having  made  his  own  property  and 
now  owns  386  acres  of  land.  He  is  a  Republican  and  was  elected  assessor,  but  de- 
clined to  serve.  His  wife  was  Lucina  Henshaw,  daughter  of  Andrew  Henshaw,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boies  are  the  parents  of  .five  chil- 
dren: Herbert,  a  farmer  and  now  highway  commissioner,  married  and  has  three 
children;  Homer,  married  and  has  two  children;  Emmit,  at  home,  and  two  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Boies  is  an  own  cousin  of  Gov.  Horace  Boies  of  Iowa.  His  grand- 
father, Henry  Little,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  spent  most  of  his 
days  in  Aurora  and  died  in  Pennsylvania. 

Adams,  Charles,  Aurora,  p.  o.  East  Aurora,  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  February  11, 
1866,  is  a  son  of  Ira  S.  and  Mary  L.  (Rosenkranz)  Adams,  he  born  in  Aurora,  N.  Y., 
December  10,  1823,  and  she  born  in  Germany,  January  13,  1845.  He  was  a  son  of 
Enos  Adams,  a  son  of  Joel  Adams,  born  in  Brookfield,  Mass.,  in  1751  and  came  to 
Aurora  in  1804  and  settled  where  the  family  has  since  resided.  The  father  of 
Charles  Adams  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  town,  having  at  the  time  of  his 
death  380  acres  of  land.  He  died  September  16,  1892.  Charles  Adams  was  reared 
on  the  homestead  and  educated  at  Aurora  Academy  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Buffalo  Business  College  in  1886.  In  1888  he  went  to  Sioux  City,  la.,  where  he  was 
employed  as  bookkeeper  for  two  different  firms  and  in  1895  he  returned  to  his  native 
town  and  now  resides  on  the  homestead.  He  was  married  in  1893  to  Marcia  E. 
Cartwright,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Almira  Cartwright  of  Aurora,  N.Y.,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Almira  C.  Mrs.  Ira  S.  Adams  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Elizabeth  (Kissel)  Rosenkranz,  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Marilla,  N.  Y.,  where 
both  reside. 

Allard,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  Colden.— William  Allard  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1835, 
and  was  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  (Bosden)  Allard.  Mr.  Allard  moved  to  Colden 
in  1860,  on  a  farm  of  forty-five  acres,  and  in  1859  married  Mary  A.  Hyder  of  New 
York  city,  and  they  had  five  sons:  Charles  R.,  William,  James  E.,  Elmer  A.  and 
Norman.    Mr.  Allard  died  April  2,  1878. 

Brink,  Miron  H.,  Colden,  p.  o.  Glenwood,  was  born  in  Colden,  November  10,  1854, 
and  is  a  son  of  Anthony  and  Sophronia  (Aldrich)  Brink.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  has  always  followed  farming  and  is  the 
owner  of  eighty-one  acres  of  land.  In  1879  he  married  Ella  Gould,  daughter  of  Elias 
Gould,  and  they  had  two  children,  Floyd  H.  and  Avery.  Mr.  Brink  is  a  member  of 
Colden  Tent  No.  36,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  of  the  Farmers'  AlHance.   His  father,  Anthony 
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Brink,  was  born  in  1812,  in  Phelps,  Ontario  county,  and  removed  to  Golden  in  1856, 
where  he  settled  on  a  farm  of  .400  acres.  He  died  in  1870  and  his  wife  survives  him 
at  the  present  date,  1896. 

Both,  Valentine,  Golden,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  6,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Gatharine  Both,  natives  of  Germany.  He  was  educated  in  the  German  schools 
and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  America  and  settled  in  Buf- 
falo, where  he  worked  at  the  butcher's  business  and  worked  seven  years  for  George 
Parr,  manufacturer  of  carpenter  and  shoemaker's  tools.  In  1876  he  came  on  to  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  where  he  manufactures  cheese  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
dairying.    In  1866  he  married  Elizabeth  Delcher,  and  they  had  fourteen  children. 

Glark,  Marcus  W,,  Golden,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1831,  and  is  a  son 
of  Russell  Glark,  who  was  the  first  white  male  child  born  m  Hamburg.  Mr.  Glark 
was  educated  m  Buffalo  and  Hamburg  schools  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber 
and  oil  regions  for  six  years.  He  came  to  Golden  m  1889,  where  he  owns  a  small 
farm,  but  lives  a  retired  life.  October  16,  1852,  he  married  H.  Lucinda  Lewis, 
daughter  of  Hiram  Lewis,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Golden,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Glark  had  five  children,  of  whom  one  is  living,  Emily,  wife  of  Joseph  Sherman  of 
Lancaster,  N.  Y. ;  they  have  one  child,  Guy  D. 

Gollins,  Nathan  G. ,  Golden,  was  born  in  Springville,  N.  Y.,  September  25,  1838, 
where  he  lived  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  after 
ten  years  came  to  Golden,  where  he  has  since  lived.  For  the  last  fourteen  years  he 
has  been  connected  with  a  tannery  and  farming.  March  31,  1867,  he  married  Gatha- 
rine J.  Baldwin,  and  they  had  two  children:  Gus  B.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Mooney 
of  Buffalo,  and  is  engaged  as  collector  for  Mr.  Lockwood  of  Buffalo,  and  Garrie  E., 
at  home. 

Gorah,  Ellis  E.,  Golden,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  February  21,  1856, 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Ward)  Gorah,  both  natives  of  England.  Mr.  Gorah 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  follows  general  farming.  May  28,  1890,  he 
married  Garrie  Golby,  daughter  of  James  and  Martha  Golby,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Lesley  E.,  Elmer  E.  and  Ida  M. 

Deitz,  Frederick,  Golden,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  22,  1837,  and  came  to 
America  when  twenty-three  years  old,  locating  first  in  Buffalo,  then  in  Gattaraugus 
county,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  in  March,  1871,  moved  on  to  the  farm  of 
100  acres  he  now  owns.  April  8,  1864,  Mr.  Deitz  enlisted  in  Go.  E,  16th  N.  Y.  Gav- 
alry,  and  served  until  September,  1865.  He  was  fighting  Mosby'sguerrila  band  most 
of  the  time,  was  at  the  battle  of  Gulpepper,  and  Mr.  Deitz,  with  two  others  of  the 
same  company,  were  among  those  who  captured  Booth.  October  25,  1866,  Mr.  Deitz 
married  Recka  Sedorf ,  and  they  had  six  children :  Garl,  Albert,  Henry,  Addie,  Lou- 
ise and  Elmer.    Mr.  Deitz  is  a  member  of  Golden  Lodge  No.  36,  K  O.  T.  M. 

Kuble,  Jacob,  Golden,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  October  10, 1829, 
where  he  received  his  education  from  the  Switzerland  schools.  When  twenty-four 
years  old  he  came  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  worked  twenty  years 
and  was  fourteen  years  in  the  Gentral  Railroad  freight  house.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Golden  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  103  acres,  where  he  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying. 
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In  1851  he  married  Susan  Walcher,  and  they  had  ten  children:  Jacob,  George  A., 
Anna,  Fred,  Jacob,  Amy,  Laura,  Henry,  Maria  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Partridge,  Daniel  W,,  Golden,  was  born  in  Golden,  on  the  farm  he  owns,  May  12, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Abitia  and  Appalona  (McKay)  Partridge.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  February  20,  1884,  he  married  Eva  E. 
Darling,  daughter  of  Edwin  Darling,  a  farmer  of  Golden,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Edith  M.,  Elmer  A.  and  Blanche  E. 

Pierce,  Austin  I.,  Golden,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Golden,  July  31,  1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  Romanzo  and  Lucinda  (Lewis)  Pierce.  Mr.  Pierce  was  educated  in  the 
East  Aurora  Academy  and  follows  general  farming,  being  the  owner  of  110  acres  of 
land.  March  17,  1873,  he  married  Sarah  Gorah,  daughter  of  Henry  Gorah  of  Gol- 
den, and  they  had  one  child,  who  died  in  January,  1882. 

Strauss,  Mathew  J.,  Golden,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  20,  1873.  He  was 
educated  at  St.  Michael  School  and  Ganisius  GoUege  and  was  graduated  from  the 
GoUege  of  Commerce  in  1889.  Mr.  Strauss  was  superintendent  of  the  tannery  at 
Hamburg  five  years.  His  father^  John  J.,  was  a  tanner  and  purchased  the  old  Bald- 
win tannery  and  is  improving  and  remodeling  it,  and  when  completed  it  wnll  be  one 
of  the  finest  plants  in  the  country,  and  Mathew  J.  Strauss  will  have  charge  of  the 
same. 

Allard,  Edward  N.,  Golden,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1846.  He  came  to 
Golden  when  but  a  mere  child,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  Oc- 
tober 13,  1867,  he  married  Ellen  Stevens,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Glara  E.  Mrs. 
Allard  is  a  descendant  from  those  who  came  over  in  the  Mayflower.  Her  father  was 
educated  in  Bellevue  College  and  was  a  civil  engineer  by  profession. 

Underbill,  John  P.,  Golden,  p.  o.  Glenwood,  was  born  in  Lee,  Oneida  countv, 
N.  Y.,  September  11,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Almira  (Tiffany)  Underbill; 
he  died  at  his  son's  home  July  6,  1870,  and  his  widow  lives  in  Madison  county, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  Mr.  Underbill  enlisted  in  Go,  B,  10th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  in  De- 
cember, 1861,  and  was  discharged  June  26,  1865,  having  served  in  many  of  the  noted 
battles,  November  15,  1865,  he  married  Jane  Whiting,  and  they  had  four  children: 
Glara  A.,  Jay  W.,  Vera  M.  and  Frank  E.  Mr.  Underbill  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Republican,  has  been  inspector  of  elections  and  assessor  three  years  and  in  1895  was 
elected  supervisor  of  Golden. 

Kent,  E.  G.,  Wales,  p.  o.  Wales  Center,  born  in  the  town  of  Hampstead,  N.  H., 
February  8,  1817,  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Clarissa  (Page)  Kent,  of  Hampstead, 
N.  H.  Mr.  Kent  was  reared  on  the  homestead  and  commenced  business  as  clerk  in 
Boston,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  came  to  Wales  and  peddled  for  several  years. 
In  1870  he  commenced  business  in  Wales  Center  and  is  still  engaged  there.  In  1840 
he  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Abner  F.  Nutting  of  Vermont,  and  they  have  five 
children:  Jonathan,  George,  Mary  I.,  John  and  Polly.  Mr.  Kent  is  a  Democrat 
and  held  the  office  of  postmaster  under  Cleveland  both  terms.  He  is  an  honorary 
member  of  Lodge  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  East  Aurora. 

McBeth,  John,  M.  D.,  Wales,  p.  o,  Wales  Center,  born  in  Canada,  September  25, 
1822,  is  a  son  of  James  and  Ehzabeth  (Wadell)  McBeth,  both  natives  of  Scotland, 
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and  came  to  Canada  in  1822,  where  he  died  in  1883  and  she  in  1826.  James  McBeth 
was  a  weaver  by  trade,  but  followed  farming  in  Canada.  John  McBeth  came  to 
Rochester  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  then  went  to  Scottsville,  Monroe  county,  for 
four  years.  He  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  brother,  Gilbert  McBeth,  in 
Rochester.  He  attended  the  medical  college  at  Woodstock,  Vt.,  graduating  in  the 
spring  of  1844.  Gilbert  McBeth  came  to  Wales  Center  in  1842  and  practiced  medi- 
cine until  1846,  when  he  went  to  Buffalo,  and  died  in  California  in  1849.  When  he 
left  Wales  Center,  John  McBeth  took  his  place  and  has  been  in  practice  ever  since. 
In  1871  he  married  Clara  P.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sally  (Cole)  Taber,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Clara  T.,  born  February  20,  1876.    Mrs.  McBeth  died  February 

24,  1876.  Mr,  McBeth  owns  a  mill  at  Wales  and  a  farm  in  the  town.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican and  served  as  supervisor  of  Wales  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Good 
Templars,  Sons  of  Templars  and  Royal  Templars. 

Gressman,  Albert  A.  Eden,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  July  30,  1855.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  district  schools,  and  a  term  each  in  the  Ham- 
burg and  Angola  Acadamies.  He  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  1885,  when 
he  engaged  in  selling  agricultural  implements,  carriages,  wagons,  etc. ,  in  the  village 
of  Eden  Center,  where  he  has  since  continued  successfully  in  the  business.  He  has 
been  inspector  of  election,  justice  of  the  peace  five  years,  and  is  now  supervisor;  he 
has  represented  his  town  and  district  at  the  town,  county  and  assembly  conventions. 
In  1888  he  married  Cora  I.  Metz,  and  they  have  one  child,  Margaret.  Mr.  Gress- 
man's  father,  Ferdinand,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1830  and  came  to  America  with 
his  parents  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  settled  in  Eden  and  in  1870  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  ninety  acres.  For  twelve  years  he  filled  the  office  of  commis- 
sioner of  highways  in  the  town  of  Eden,  and  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  His 
wife  was  Margaret  Storms,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  had  six  children :  Albert 
H.,  Alice  M.,  MaryM.,  Adella,  Mattie  M.  and  Harvey  A.  Mrs.  Gressman  died  in 
1890. 

Kirbis,  Charles  C,  Eden,  p.  o.  Eden  Valley,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  July 

25,  1867,  where  he  received  a  limited  education  in  the  common  district  school.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  a  thorough  up  to  date 
farmer.  November  27,  1898,  he  married  Carrie  Martin  and  they  have  one  child.  Earl. 
Mr.  Kirbis's  father,  Frederick  W.,  was  a  native  of  Saxony,  Germany,  and  was  born 
in  1817.  He  came  to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Erie  county,  where  he  resided  for 
eight  years.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Eden  and  purchased  the  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  wife  was  Henrietta  Keichner,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Germany.  Mr.  Kirbis  died  in  1894,  and  his  widow  survives  him  and  resides 
on  the  homestead  with  her  son. 

Stevens,  James,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Montpelier,  Vt. ,  in  1830,  and  is 
a  son  of  Seneca  Stevens.  James  Stevens  came  to  Evans  in  1851,  and  after  working 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some  years  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  and  is 
a  farmer.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  for 
the  last  eight  years  has  been  justice.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Abraham  Vin- 
cent, and  they  have  one  son  and  three  daughters:  Herbert  E.  (who  is  an  engineer), 
Minnie  (Mrs.  Orange  Train),  LilUan  (Mrs.  M.  Osborne),  and  Rachel  (Mrs.  J.  T. 
Stone). 

qq 
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Schlender  &  Company,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  are  merchants  of  Angola,  and  are 
James  H.  and  Benjamin  D.,  sons  of  Henry  Schlender,  who  came  from  Germany  and 
ran  a  store  in  Farnham  for  some  years,  then  came  to  Angola  in  1893  and  ran  a  store 
there  until  his  death,  two  years  later,  since  which  time  it  has  been  run  by  the  two 
sons,  as  above,  and  their  mother,  as  Schlinder  &  Co.  They  carry  on  a  large  general 
store,  and  are  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leading  business  firms  of  Evans. 

Slada,  John,  Evans,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1837  and  came  to  America  in  1857; 
where  he  began  life  by  working  by  the  month.  In  1866  he  bought  the  farm  of  118 
acres  where  he  now  resides,  and  has  cleared  it  up  and  improved  it,  until  he  has  one 
of  the  best  farms  of  the  town,  and  is  one  of  the  best  farmers.  He  has  one  son, 
Charles,  who  is  in  the  livery  business  in  Buffalo,  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Slada  by 
hard  work  and  economy  has  become  one  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  town. 

Koehler,  Gottlieb,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1839,  where  he 
learned  the  tanner's  trade.  He  came  to  America  and  started  in  business  as  a  tanner 
at  Pontiac,  Erie  county,  in  1857,  and  in  1864  came  to  Angola,  where  he  has  since 
carried  on  a  shoe  store  and  harness  shop,  also  a  small  tannery.  He  has  two  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

Hard,  PI.  C,  Evans,  p.  o.  North  Evans,  was  born  in  Evans  in  1862,  and  is  the  son 
of  Claus,  and  grandson  of  Garrett  Hurd,  who  lived  at  West  Pembrook.  Mr.  Hurd's 
father  came  to  Evans  in  1833  and  was  a  farmer  and  contractor,  and  is  now  retired 
and  lives  at  North  Evans.  Mr.  H.  C.  Hurd  began  the  butchering  business  twelve 
years  ago,  which  he  carried  on  at  the  farm  until  1890,  when  he  opened  a  market  at 
North  Evans,  which  he  has  since  run. 

Garlock,  Warren,  Evans,  was  born  in  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonas,  and  grandson 
of  Jacob  Garlock  of  Rome,  N.  Y.  Jonas  came  to  Ashford  when  a  young  man,  and 
settled  there  on  a  farm.  He  had  five  sons,  all  settling  in  the  West  excepting  War- 
ren, as  above,  who  remained  in  Ashford  for  some  time,  then  went  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  very  successful  in  the  oil  country.  In  1880  he  came  to  Evans  and  en- 
gaged in  real  estate,  giving  a  fine  farm  to  each  of  his  sons,  Charles  and  Frank. 

Earl,  Orson,  Evans,  p.  o.  Angola,  was  born  in  Evans  in  1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Warren,  and  grandson  of  Sylvester  Earl,  who  was  born  in  Oneida  county  in  1773, 
and  came  to  Erie  county  in  1823.  Sylvester  Earl  had  four  sons:  Joseph,  Abner,  Syl- 
vester, jr. ,  and  Warren,  who  all  lived  and  died  in  Evans  and  were  mechanics.  War- 
ren Earl  was  a  miller  and  ran  for  many  years  a  mill  at  Evans  Center,  and  died  in 
1894;  since  his  death  his  son,  Orson,  has  run  the  mill,  where  he  had  worked  for  his 
father  in  earlier  life.  In  1860  he  married  Liddie,  daughter  of  Maj.  Derias  Taylor, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Flora.  Mr.  Earl  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  affairs  of  his  town  all  his  life  and  for  the  past  nine  years  has  represented  the 
town  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  also  has  been  twice  deputy  sheriff. 

Ayer,  J.  J. ,  Evans,  was  born  in  Evans  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  where 
his  grandfather,  James  Ayer,  settled  in  1811  and  raised  a  large  family,  one  of  whom 
was  James,  the  father  of  J.  J.  Ayer,  who  remained  on  the  homestead  and  was  a 
farmer  until  1862,  when  he  entered  the  army  as  captain  of  Co.  K,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols. 
He  died  in  service  in  1863  and  left  one  son  and  one  daughter.   J.  J.  Ayer  has  always 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


339 


been  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  town  and  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  one 
of  the  assessors  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town. 
He  married  for  his  first  wife  Ellen  Knight,  who  died  and  left  one  son  and  two 
daughters,  Lynn,  Clara  and  Maud;  his  present  wife  was  Mary  A.  Banis. 

Colby,  Andrew,  Holland,  was  born  in  Holland  in  1844,  and  is  an  adopted  son  of 
Arad  Colby,  who  came  to  Erie  county  when  Bulfalo  was  a  mere  hamlet,  settling  in 
the  town  of  Holland,  where  our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
After  finishing  his  schooling  he  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  a  few  years,  when 
he  returned  to  farming,  which' -he  has  since  followed.  In  1870  he  married  Mary 
Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith  of  Holland,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Colby  has  lived  on  his  farm  of  285  acres  forty- 
seven  years,  and  is  engaged  in  dairying,  owning  a  large  dairy.  He  has  served  as 
assessor  of  Holland  and  is  a  silver  Republican. 

Potter,  Eugene,  Holland,  p.  o.  Java  Village  (Wyoming  Co.),  son  of  Asa  Potter, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Java,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  November  7,  1848,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Java  Village.  On  March  24,  1867,  he  married  Zeta  Day,  and 
lived  with  his  father's  family  for  two  years,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  and  by  industry  has  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  has  a  farm  of 
179  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Potter  makes  a  specialty  of 
dairying,  also  raises  a  large  quantity  of  hay  and  grain.  Mrs.  Pottter  was  born 
October  9,  1847,  and  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  have  three  chil- 
dren ;  Grace,  Ashell  D.  and  Henry  E. 

Stemper,  Nicholas,  Holland,  p.  o.  Strykersville,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  N. 
Y..  April  14,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  Stemper,  a  native  of  Belgium,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1841  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Sheldon,  where  he 
now  resides.  Nicholas  Stemper  received  his  education  in  Sheldon,  after  which  he 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  became  of  age.  September  26,  1894,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Marzolf,  daughter  of  Xavier  Marzolf,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Isabelle.  Mr.  Stemper  owns  a  well  improved  farm  of  seventy-five  acres  in  Holland, 
and  is  engaged  in  dairying,  raising  grain  and  poultry.  He  is  a  prosperous  young 
man  and  very  enterprising. 

Strum,  Emil,  Holland,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  January  27,  1863,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Strum,  both  living  in  Germany.  Mr.  Strum  came  to 
America  in  1883,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  at  his  trade  of  tinsmith  with 
Sudley,  Shephard  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  years,  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Wagner  Palace  Car  Company,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  his  native  country  on  a  visit,  and  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  until  he  sold  out  eight  months  later  and  engaged  in 
the  coal  and  wood  trade,  continuing  at  that  for  three  years,  when  he  came  to  Hol- 
land and  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns.  He  was  first  married  February  2,  1886, 
and  by  this  marriage  had  six  children.  His  second  marriage  occurred  January  28, 
1896,  to  Mary  Keska,  daughter  of  Julius  and  Augusta  Keska,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Arthur.  Mr.  Strum  is  a  member  of  Alpha  Lodge  No.  611,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Buffalo, 
and  he  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer. 

Wannamaker,  Albert,  Holland,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Holland,  November  28, 
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1873,  and  is  a  son  of  Ambrose  and  Dorothy  (Gunther)  Wannamaker.  Mr.  Wanna- 
maker  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Golden,  and  after  completing 
his  schooling  engaged  m  the  occupation  of  farming,  being  the  owner  of  150  acres  of 
well  improved  land  and  making  a  specialty  of  dairying.  He  is  also  engaged  in  grain 
and  stock  growing.  Mr.  Wannamaker  is  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  his  wife  is  a 
Baptist.  He  is  an  energetic  go-ahead  farmer  and  we  bespeak  for  him  a  prosperous 
life. 

Walter,  Samuel,  Lancaster,  born  in  Lancaster  in  1872,  is  the  son  of  John  and 
grandson  of  Gasper  Walter,  who  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Lancaster,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  and  had  three  sons,  Casper,  George  and  John.  John  settled  on 
the  Buffalo  plank  road  and  was  a  farmer  until  his  death  in  1892.  Mr.  Walter  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  and  was  a  farmer  until  1895,  when  he  came  to  Lancaster 
and  started  a  livery  and  carting  business,  which  he  still  carries  on ;  he  also  deals  in 
lime,  cement  and  mason's  supplies. 

Potter,  Samuel,  M.  D. ,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Rutland  county,  Vt. ,  in  1816, 
where  his  father,  Dr.  Samuel  Potter,  was  for  many  years  a  practicing  physician. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  there  and  applied  himself  so  thoroughly  to  his 
books  that  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  teaching  school  winters  and  worked  on  the 
farm  summers.  He  also  began  when  sixteen  years  old  to  read  medicine  in  the  office 
of  his  father  and  later  entered  the  Medical  College  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1836.  He  soon  afterwards  came  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained most  of  the  time  until  1839,  when  he  came  to  Lancaster  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  where  he  has  been  for  more  than  fifty  years  in  active  practice. 
He  was  for  fifteen  years  superintendent  of  schools  and  has  always  taken  a  keen  in- 
terest in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  village. 

Mook,  Philip  P.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  that  town  in  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Philip 
H.,  who  came  from  Germany  to  Lancaster  in  1840,  and  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Mook 
remained  on  the  farm  until  1876  when  he  married  a  daughter  of  George  Hilwig  and 
came  to  Lancaster  village,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  the  Lancaster  Mills;  he 
does  a  large  custom  milling  business.  He  has  three  sons,  Albert  P.,  Edmond  W. 
and  Herbert  H. 

Miller,  John  G.,  M.  D.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y., 
July  4,  1855.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  Aurora  Academy  which  he  attended  for  four  full  years  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  there  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine,  en- 
tering the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1876,  and  in  the  fall 
entered  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1877.  May  1,  1877,  he  located  at  Lancaster  and  has  been  in  active  prac- 
tice ever  since.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  has  been 
for  several  years  health  officer  of  the  village  and  town. 

Leininger,  John,  Lancaster,  was  born  m  Germany  in  1823,  where  he  was  educated, 
and  came  to  America  in  1845  and  was  for  more  than  twenty  years  a  school  teacher, 
the  last  three  years  being  in  Lancaster,  where  he  settled  in  1862.  In  1864  he  opened 
a  store  there  and  in  1872  built  the  large  store  which  he  carried  on  until  1893.  He 
has  always  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the  affairs  of  the  village,  has  been  one  of 
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the  trustees  for  the  union  school  for  thirty  years  and  was  for  some  time  postmaster. 
He  is  secretary  of  the  Lancaster  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  founders.  He  was  for  twenty-three  years  town  clerk,  for  thirty  years  vil- 
lage clerk,  and  has  been  since  1894  village  treasurer.  He  has  been  for  manv  years 
notary  public  and  is  the  business  counselor  of  a  large  circle  of  German  friends. 

Kessel,  Christian,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Fred- 
erick Kessel,  who  came  to  Lancaster  in  1848,  w^here  he  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Kessel 
worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month  until  1856,  when  he  bought  a  small  farm  and  carried 
on  farming  and  stock  raising,  selling  his  meats  by  wholesale.  He  married  Fred- 
ericka,  daughter  of  Martin  King,  and  they  have  seven  children:  John,  George,  Fred, 
William,  Catharine,  Amelia  and  Mary. 

Kieffier,  Martin,  Lancaster,  born  in  1853,  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  grandson  of 
Joseph  Kieffier,  who  came  to  Buffalo  in  1820  and  later  settled  where  the  village  of 
Depew  now  is  on  a  farm.  Mr.  Kieffier  remained  on  the  farm  that  his  father  settled 
and  engaged  in  gardening  until  1869,  when  he  went  to  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  spent  four  years  and  then  returned  to  Lancaster  and  bought  a  farm,  which 
he  later  sold  to  the  Depew  Improvement  Company.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  town  affairs  and  is  now  president  of  the  village  of  Depew. 

Huber,  George,  Lancaster,  born  in  Lancaster  in  1848,  is  a  son  of  Louis  Huber,  who 
came  to  Lancaster  from  Germany  in  1829,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  1891, 
leaving  two  sons,  Louis  and  George,  as  above.  George  Huber  began  his  life  by  learn, 
ing  the  shomaker's  trade  in  Buffalo,  when  he  returned  to  Lancaster  and  began  busi- 
ness in  1868,  where  he  carried  on  a  shoe  store  until  1891.  He  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  business  enterprises  of  the  town,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Lan- 
caster Brewing  Company,  of  which  he  was  for  six  years  president  and  was  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Lancaster  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master in  1885,  which  office  he  held  for  four  years ;  in  1874  he  was  elected  as  one  of  the 
village  trustees,  which  office  he  still  holds,  having  been  for  some  years  president  of 
the  board.  He  was  elecccd  justice  in  1889  and  still  holds  that  office.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Schwartz  and  they  have  four  sons:  George  W.,  John  L.,  Frank  M.  and 
Joseph  E.,  also  four  daughters. 

Haake,  F.  G.,  Lancaster,  born  in  Buffalo,  in  1864,  is  the  son  of  Frederick  W. 
Haake,  who  came  from  Germany  to  Buffalo  and  was  a  brick  manufacturer.  Mr. 
Haake  learned  the  brick  trade  and  came  to  Lancaster  in  1888,  where  he  has  since 
been  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  Brick  Company.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  village  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  stirring  busi- 
ness men  of  the  town. 

Garretsee,  J.  O.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Henry  Garretsee,  who  was  a  hardware  merchant  at  Warsaw  for  many  years  and  a 
very  prominent  business  man  of  that  section.  Mr.  Garretsee  came  to  Lancaster  in 
1882  and  was  agent  for  the  Erie  Railroad,  which  position  he  held  until  1895.  In  1883  he 
engaged  in  the  coal  business,  which  he  has  since  carried  on,  and  later  he  engaged  in 
the  livery  and  carting  business  in  partnership  with  J.  M.  Grice,  under  the  name  of 
Lancaster  Livery  and  Carting  Company,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  he  bought  his 
partner's  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  alone.  Mr.  Garretsee  has  al- 
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ways  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  village  and  is  vice-president  of  the 
Lancaster  Bank,  also  president  of  the  Board  of  Education,  is  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Lancaster  Building  and  Loan  Association,  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Lan- 
caster Ice  Company  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Cotton,  George  A.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  Hiram  P. 
and  grandson  of  Elisha  L.  Cotton,  who  came  to  Lancaster  from  Vermont  in  1845 
and  had  three  sons;  Elisha,  Gardner  B,,  and  Hiram  P.  George  A.  spent  his  early 
life  on  the  farm  and  obtained  his  education  in  Lancaster  and  Buffalo;  later  learning 
the  decorator's  trade  and  being  a  large  contractor.  He  is  also  engaged  in  building. 
Mr.  Cotton  married  MoUie  B.  Whitnell  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Mortimer 
E.  and  Winfred  G.  Mr.  Cotton  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  educational 
affairs  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Depew  for  some  time. 

Blackman,  W.  M.,  Lancaster,  born  in  Lancaster  in  1844,  is  a  son  of  Leonard,  and 
grandson  of  William  Blackman,  who  settled  in  Lancaster  in  1810.  Mr.  Blackman 
has  always  been  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town,  having  been  highway 
commissioner  for  thirteen  years  and  in  1892  was  elected  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
He  moved  into  the  village  in  1876,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  the  coal  and  wood 
business. 

Bauer,  Joseph,  sr.,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1834,  and  came  to  America 
in  1853,  settling  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  stone 
and  marble  business,  which  he  carried  on  there  until  1878,  when  he  moved  to  Lan- 
caster where  he  has  since  carried  on  a  marble  yard,  and  also  for  several  years  kept  a 
hotel.  He  married  in  1855  Barbara  Hummer,  and  they  have  four  sons  and  five 
daughters. 

Beidler,  John,  Lancaster,  p.  o.  Bowmansville,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga  in  1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  Eberhardt  Beidler,  who  came  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Cheek- 
towaga in  1828,  where  he  was  a  farmer  until  his  death  in  1888.  Mr.  Beidler  bought 
the  homestead  and  added  to  it,  which  he  sold  to  the  Depew  Improvement  Company 
and  moved  to  Bowmansville,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  been  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Charlotte  Busman,  who  died  and  left  one  son  ;  his  present  wife 
was  Ida  Hagelwin. 

Adolf,  Joseph,  Lancaster,  was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  in  1851,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob,  who  came  to  Lancaster  in  1854,  where  he  was  a  carpenter ;  he  died  there  in 
1879,  leaving  three  sons:  Charles,  Ignarus  and  Joseph,  as  above.  Joseph  Adolf 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  when  a  boy  and  since  1889  has  done  a  large  business  as 
contractor  and  builder.  He  was  elected  justice  m  1890  and  was  also  elected  one  of 
the  village  trustees  the  same  year,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Lancaster  Benevolent  Association  and  has  been  for  twenty-four  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fire  department.  He  married  in  1879  Mary  A.  Knauber,  and  they  have 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Frank.  Albert,  Charles,  Florence  and  Loretta. 

Goldsmith,  E.  F.,  Brant,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1852  and  in  1879  came 
to  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  settling  in  Brant,  where  he  has  since  been  a  large  and  suc- 
cessful fruit  farmer.  He  married  Arrilla,  daughter  of  John  Ash,  and  they  have 
two  sons:  Harry  and  Herbert.    Mr.  Goldsmith  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
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M.  E.  church  and  Sunday  school  of  Brant  and  is  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School 
Association  of  Brant  and  Evans.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen  though  quiet  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town. 

Lapp,  Henry,  M.  D.,  Clarence,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clarence,  February  9, 
1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  John  Lapp,  who  came  to  the  town  in  1828  as  a  Mennonite 
minister.  He  later  became  bishop  of  the  district  comprised  of  the  whole  of  New 
York  State,  and  contmued  to  officiate  as  such  throughout  his  life.  He  married  Bar- 
bara Kurtz.  He  died  in  1878  and  his  wife  in  1888.  They  had  twelve  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living.  Dr.  Lapp  attended  the  Williamsville  Academy  four  years,  after 
which  he  studied  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  O.  K.  Parker  of  Clarence.  He  then 
took  a  course  at  the  Albany  Medical  College  and  later  was  graduated  from  the 
Buffalo  University  in  1865.  After  graduation  Dr.  Lapp  returned  to  Clarence  and 
associated  himself  in  practice  with  his  preceptor,  Dr.  Parker,  which  partner- 
ship continued  until  Dr.  Parker's  death  in  1873.  Dr.  Lapp  has  been  an  earnest 
Republican  and  taken  great  interest  in  the  town  and  county.  He  served  as  school 
commissioner  from  1869  to  1873  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Clarence  Acad- 
emy in  1857,  which  in  1869  was  merged  into  a  Union  school.  In  1871  Dr.  Lapp  was 
made  president  of  the  School  Board  of  Clarence  and  has  continued  in  that  capacity 
since.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  County  Medical  Society  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  its  presidency,  besides  being  one  of  the  curators  of  the  LTniversity  of 
Buffalo  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Dr.  Lapp  is  at  present  surgeon  for  the  West 
Shore  Railroad,  and  in  1896  Hanover  College  gave  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  In 
1869  Dr.  Lapp  married  H.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Mabel  B.  Bardine 
of  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  three  children. 

Hathaway,  L.  Leroy,  Collins,  was  born  in  Collins,  August  18,  1850,  where  his 
his  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers.  Mr.  Hathaway  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Gowanda  Academy.  He  farmed  it  for  one  year,  and  in  1876 
established  his  present  business  of  a  general  store.  He  has  served  as  postmaster  for 
twelve  years,  and  was  elected  supervisor  March  12,  1895. 

Dean,  Charles,  Collins,  p.  o.  Gowanda,  was  born  in  Corry,  Pa.,  June  4,  1879.  His 
father,  L.  P.  Dean,  was  a  native  of  Denmark  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business 
in  Union  City,  and  from  there  to  Corry,  where  he  started  in  a  small  way  and  built 
up  a  large  business.  In  1881  he  came  to  Gowanda  and  established  the  planing  and 
saw  mill  his  son  now  carries  on.  He  married  Christian  Hansan,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Charles  and  Louise.  He  died  September  16,  1890,  in  his  forty-fifth  year. 
Charles  Dean  estabhshed  in  1896,  with  J.  A.  Falk,  the  firm  of  Dean  &  Falk,  manu- 
facturers of  lumber,  shingles  and  lath. 

Willett,  Groton  P.,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  North  Collins  in  September,  1830. 
His  father,  William  Willett,  came  from  Macedon,  N.  Y.,  to  Erie  county  in  1818  and 
was  among  the  pioneers.  He  married  Althea,  daughter  of  Elijah  Pratt.  He  died  in 
1866.  Groton  P.  Willett  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  has  made  agri- 
culture his  study  and  life's  work,  and  is  one  of  the  farmers  in  Erie  county  who  follow 
scientific  methods  in  their  farming.  In  1853  he  married  Miss  Esther,  daughter  of 
Lemuel  White,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  town  of  North  Collins.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Willett  have  two  sons,  Eugene  and  Floyd,  both  farmers  in  Erie  county. 
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Mr.  Willett  served  as  assessor  for  six  years,  and  takes  great  interest  in  all  educa- 
tional and  religious  institutions. 

Parker,  Harrison  G..  North  Collins,  was  born  in  that  town,  September  15,  1863; 
his  father,  Clinton,  was  also  a  native  of  North  Collins,  and  his  parents,  Aaron  and 
Hannah,  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  same  place.  Clinton  Parker  married 
Rhoda  S.,  daughter  of  Wilham  Potter,  and  was  a  farmer.  He  died  in  1865.  Harri- 
son G.  Parker  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  Gowanda  Academy,  after 
which,  in  1882,  he  took  up  the  railroad  business  and  was  appointed  agent  of  the  N.  Y., 
L.  E.  &  W.  Railroad  at  North  Collins,  which  position  he  now  holds.  In  1886  he 
married  Grace  L.,  daughter  of  Job  South  wick.  Mr.  Parker  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  and  one  of  the  founders  and  organizers  of  the  Bank  of  North  Collins. 

Lawton,  E.  Henry,  North  Collins,  p.  o.  Lawton  Station,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
North  Collins,  January  31,  1829.  His  father,  John  Lawton,  came  from  Schoharie 
county  to  Albany  in  1815,  and  built  the  first  mills  in  North  Collins.  He  married 
Eunice  Kimball  and  died  in  1850.  E.  Henry  Lawton  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In  1878  he  established  a  store,  post-office 
and  railroad  station,  named  after  himself.  In  1840  he  married  Lydia  M.,  daughter 
of  William  Sisson,  and  they  have  three  children:  Clarence  F. ,  William  S.  and  Mrs. 
Florence  Taylor.  Mr.  Lawton  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  all  educational  and 
religious  institutions. 

Clark,  Milton,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  Waterford,  March  10,  1848.  His  parents, 
Alanson  and  Abasha  (Kinch)  Clark,  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Erie  county,  settling 
there  about  1828.  He  died  in  1884  and  his  wife  in  1891.  Milton  Clark  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  in  1867  married  Chloe  M.,  daughter  of  Silas  Peck,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Ellen  Christ.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  successful  farmer,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  breeding  thoroughbred  horses  and  hogs. 

Bolton,  William  E.,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  April  11,  1865.  His 
father,  William  Bolton,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1836,  and  his  father,  Isaac,  came  from 
England  among  the  early  settlers.  William  Bolton  married  Sarah  Ralph,  and 
through  life  was  a  well  known  manufacturer  of  brick  at  Evans.  William  E.  Bolton 
was  educated  at  Angola  and  Buffalo.  In  1889  he  established  a  mercantile  business 
at  Evans,  continuing  up  to  1895,  when  he  came  to  North  Collins  and  at  present  is 
carrying  on  one  of  the  largest  lines  of  general  merchandise.  In  1888  he  married  Miss 
Cora  Burmaster,  and  they  have  one  son,  Clifford  E, 

Blasdell,  Herman,  North  Collins,  was  born  at  Perrysburg,  January  28,  1840.  His 
father,  David  G.  Blasdell,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  his  parents,  Nathaniel  and 
wife,  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  and  the  family  have  always  been  among  the 
prominent  farmers  of  the  town.  In  1864  Herman  Blasdell  married  Miss  Lucinda, 
daughter  of  John  Sherman,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harry.  Mr.  Blasdell  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  Eighth  district  in  the  Assembly  and  in  September,  1896,  was  re- 
nominated to  succeed  himself.  In  1895  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Morton  trustee 
of  the  Woman's  Orphan  Asylum  and  elected  treasurer  in  1895  of  that  institution  He 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  from  1872  to  1877  in  North  Collins,  and  was  su- 
pervisor of  the  town  in  1878-79-80,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Blasdell, 
erecting  the  first  store  and  dwelling. 
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Wendling,  Michael,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Swormsville,  was  born  in  Clarence,  February 
10,  1851,  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
'public  affairs  and  has  been  highway  commissioner  for  four  years.  During  his  term 
of  office  he  has  built  ten  fine  iron  bridges  in  the  town  and  gives  special  attention  to 
good  roads.  In  1875  he  married  Anna  Bold,  who  died  leaving  five  sons:  Michael, 
George,  Leo,  Edward  and  PhiHp.  In  October,  1895,  Mr.  Wendling  married  Susan 
Leffler. 

Wetzel,  Mathias,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Wilhamsville,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  Erie 
county,  August  15,  1866,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  is  still  engaged  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  and  in  1893  embarked  in  the  wholesale  meat  business,  which  he 
has  since  conducted  with  success.  October  10,  1885,  Mr.  Wetzel  married  Anna 
Close,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Edward,  Mathias,  Stephen,  Charles,  Anna, 
Lilly  and  Julia.  Mr.  Wetzel  was  constable  for  two  years  and  has  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  poor.  His  parents  were  Ango  and  Mary  Wetzel,  both  natives  of 
Germany. 

Wolf,  Jacob,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Getzville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  March  2,  1840,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  He  has  been  in  the  saw  mill  business  since 
1890,  also  in  the  milling  business  since  1882,  and  has  been  assessor  of  the  town  for 
six  years.  He  married  Catherine  Much,  and  they  have  eight  children:  Jacob,  Ed- 
ward, William,  Marshall,  Lester,  Laura,  Ida  and  Kate.  Ida  married  Lorin  Watson, 
Laura,  Jacob  Schoelles,  and  Kate,  Henry  Schoelles.  Mr.  Wolf's  parents  were  Jacob 
^and  Margaret  Wolf,  both  natives  of  Germany.  His  father  was  eight  years  old  when 
he  came  to  America  and  his  mother  was  six  years  of  age. 

Wolf,  George  G.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Willilamsville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Amherst, 
Erie  county,  September  22,  1853.  His  early  occupation  was  farming,  but  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  milling  business  since  1877  and  has  become  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  business  men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  In  addition  to 
his  milling  business,  he  is  agent  for  the  Johnston  Harvester  Co.,  and  all  kinds  of  farm 
implements  as  well  as  for  fertilizers.  He  is  also  interested  in  farming  and  owns  a 
fine  farm  in  Amherst.  In  1876  Mr.  Wolf  married  Barbara  Werkley,  who  died  leav- 
ing three  children:  Ida,  Gertie  and  Arthur.  He  married  second,  Eva  Werkley, 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Estelle.  Mr.  Wolf  takes  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs  and  has  served  on  the  Democratic  town  commit- 
tee, and  is  one  of  the  successful  and  representative  men  of  Erie  county.  Mr.  Wolf's 
parents  were  George  and  Louisa  (Fries)  Wolf,  both  of  whom  were  Germans  by  birth. 

Sanger,  George  H.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  No- 
vember 19,  1865.  He  worked  at  the  harness-maker's  trade  with  his  father  for  some 
time,  when  he  engaged  in  farming  and  teaming,  being  head  deliverer  for  Williams- 
ville Brewery  for  a  year.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  embarked  in  the  hotel  business, 
which  he  has  made  a  pronounced  success.  Mr.  Sanger  is  well  known  both  in  the 
societies  and  in  public  life.  He  is  an  active  Democrat  and  is  chairman  of  the  town 
committee.  He  has  been  town  collector  for  two  years  and  was  constable  for  five 
years;  he  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  conventions,  notably  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  of  1896.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  United  Friends.  In 
April,  1893,  Mr.  Sanger  married  Ida  Criqui,  and  they  have  one  son,  Irving  Sanger. 
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Stevens,  Mrs.  Charlotte  S.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  is  the  daughter  of  Oziel 
and  Phoebe  (Norton)  Smith.  Oziel  Smith  was  born  April  19,  1784,  and  his  wife  Oc- 
tober 22,  1789,  He  was  a  native  of  Clarendon,  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  and  she  of  Rich- 
mond, Berkshire  county,  Mass.  They  came  to  Buffalo  in  1809,  and  lived  where  the 
Tifft  House  now  stands.  Mr.  Smith  enlisted  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  taken  pris- 
oner and  carried  into  Canada.  At  the  time  Buffalo  was  burned,  he  came  to  Amherst, 
where  he  was  prominently  identified  with  the  progress  of  the  town.  In  1827  he  was 
member  of  assembly.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  built  the  first  coiirt  house 
in  Buffalo.  He  died  in  1836,  and  his  wife  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
3'ears  four  months  and  nineteen  days.  In  1847  Charlotte  D.  Smith  married  George 
D.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  who  died  November  30,  1852. 

Summers,  C.  E.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  Sum- 
mers, was  born  in  Williamsville,  July  10,  1855.  He  followed  well  drilling,  threshing, 
etc.,  for  several  years,  but  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  been  a  practical  engineer. 
In  1892  he  became  chief  engineer  for  the  Buffalo  &  Williamsville  Railroad,  which 
position  he  still  occupies.  Mr.  Summers  has  been  trustee  of  the  W^illiamsville  school 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  1874  he  married  Alice  Sumney,  and  they 
have  six  children :  Warren,  Hattie,  Grace,  Cora,  Alice  and  Edna. 

Pfohl,  Albert  M.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  May  11, 
1867.  He  followed  farming  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  became  man- 
ager of  the  Lutz  stock  farm,  which  position  he  has  since  filled  with  marked  success. 
In  May,  1892,  Mr.  Pfohl  married  Josephine  Fessara,  daughter  of  Prosper  and  Joseph- 
ine (Bogard)  Fessara. 

Pfohl,  Charles  J.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  June  13, 
1860,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  learned  the  upholsterer's  trade  and 
worked  at  itfor  twelve  years  in  Buffalo,  and  one  year  in  Hamburg,  when  he  engaged 
in  farming,  which  he  carried  on  for  two  years,  and  now  carries  on  a  flour  and  feed 
business.  In  1884  Mr.  Pfohl  married  Elma  M.  Kiefer,  who  lived  but  a  short  time, 
and  on  June  18,  1896,  he  married  Cora  A.  Metz.  Mr.  Pfohl  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  and  has  been  trustee  of  the  village  for  two  terms. 

Miller,  E.  B.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  February 
27,  1844,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Susannah  (Fulmer)  Miller,  natives  of  Erie  county. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  Williamsville  Classical  Institute,  and  also 
took  a  course  in  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.Y.  He  first  embarked 
in  business  as  a  partner  in  the  Williamsville  Cement  Works,  the  firm  being  B. 
Miller  &  Son,  manufacturers  of  water  lime  and  cement.  The  firm  existed  from  1886  to 
1889 ;  the  senior  member  died  in  1882,  and  the  business  was  carried  on  for  several 
years  by  E.  B.  Miller.  Mr.  Miller  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1885  and  has 
held  the  office  continuously  since,  being  elected  in  1896  for  a  term  of  four  years 
longer;  he  was  also  supervisor  of  the  town  in  1877  and  was  nominated  by  his  party 
in  the  fall  of  1877  for  member  of  assembly  for  the  Fourth  district,  and  although  de- 
feated, reduced  the  regular  majority  by  nearly  1,000.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council.  In  1885  he  married 
Frances  Daniel,  and  they  have  six  children:  Susannah  F.,  Ruth,  Benjamin,  Warren 
D.,  Grace  and  Edward  B.,  jr. 
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Lapp,  Benjamin,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  m  the  town  of  Clarence, 
March  11,  1842,  where  he  lived  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Amherst  where  he  has 
followed  farming  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Barbara  (Kurtz)  Lapp,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  who 
came  to  Clarence  in  1828.  Mr.  Lapp  married  Emma  Hoover,  and  they  have  five 
children:  Henry,  Mrs.  Charles  Sears  of  Bowmansville,  Mrs.  Dr.  C.  O.  Chester  of 
Buffalo,  Emma  and  Mabel.  Mr.  Lapp  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  is  their 
recording  secretary. 

Kuhn,  George  B.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  near  Williamsville,  July 
7,  1872,  and  has  been  five  years  in  the  milling  business.  He  is  also  interested  in 
farming.  His  father,  Joseph  Kuhn,  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  his  mother 
was  Mary  (Phillips)  Kuhn.  Joseph  Kuhn's  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Bumgardner,  who 
left  one  son,  Jacob  Kuhn ;  his  second  wife  was  Mary  Holler,  who  left  one  son, 
Joseph  Kuhn,  and  his  third  wife  was  Mary  P.  Phillips,  whose  children  are  Henry, 
George  B.,  John,  Albert,  Rose,  Clara  and  Ella.  Joseph  Kuhn  died  October  15, 1893. 
George  B.  Kuhn  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  the  Maccabees  and  also  of  the  Will- 
iamsville Hose  Company. 

Klingenselsmith,  Philip,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  De- 
cember 20,  1858,  and  has  ahvays  been  a  farmer.  In  1892  he  married  Wilhelmine 
Knoche.  Mr.  Klingenselsmith  is  not  only  a  successful  farmer,  but  also  takes  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  public  affairs.  He  was  collector  for  the  town  of  Am^herst  from 
1890  to  1894,  and  has  also  been  constable,  town  committeeman,  and  delegate  to  the 
Seventh  Assembly  district  convention. 

Hinkley,  Adam,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  WilHamsville,  February 
22,  1866.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  at  the  tinsmith  trade,  when  he 
engaged  in  engineering  for  a  time.  He  then  learned  the  plumbing  trade  and  subse- 
quently returned  to  engineering.  He  was  chief  engineer  of  the  County  House  for  a 
period  of  eleven  years,  and  in  1892  took  charge  of  the  Williamsville  Driving  Park  of 
which  he  has  made  a  decided  success.  In  1883  he  married  Mary  A.  Lee.  Mr. 
Hinkley  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  order 
of  Stationary  Engineers,  a  national  organization.  His  parents  were  Amos  and 
Maria  (Ball)  Hinkley,  both  English  by  birth. 

Grove,  Peter,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  son  of  Peter  and  Jane  Grove,  was  born 
in  Williamsville,  October  21,  1847,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  When  a 
young  man  he  went  to  Chicago  and  engaged  in  the  soda  business,  which  he  followed 
for  twelve  years.  He  also  spent  some  time  in  the  gold  mines  of  Colorado,  walking 
from  Omaha  to  Denver.  He  returned  to  Williamsville  and  engaged  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness, which  he  is  still  engaged  in.  Mr.  Grove  has  been  president  of  the  village  of 
Williamsville  two  years,  trustee  nine  years,  street  commissioner  nine  years,  and  was 
town  collector,  corporation  collector  and  school  collector  at  the  same  time.  He  has 
been  constable  for  fourteen  consecutive  years  and  served  four  months  in  the  war  in 
the  98th  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Grove,  John,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Amherst,  December  27, 
1842.  He  learned  the  broom-maker's  trade  and  worked  at  it  for  five  years.  In  1863 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  98th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served  ninety  days.    After  the  war  he 
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followed  farming  for  seven  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he 
has  conducted  ever  since.  Mr.  Grove  has  held  almost  every  office  in  the  town  and 
village.  He  was  president  of  the  village  three  years,  trustee  of  the  village  three 
years,  justice  of  the  peace  eight  years;  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Health,  been 
trustee  of  the  school,  secretary  of  the  Water  Commission,  and  is  now  and  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  village  for  twenty  years.  In  1868  he  married  Matilda  Seigel,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Peter  J,,  David  L. ,  Henrietta  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Grove's 
father  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town  in  his  day,  and  was  supervisor  for 
many  years. 

Gotwalt,  A.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  York  county.  Pa.,  March 
19,  1819,  and  came  to  the  town  of  Amherst,  Erie  county,  when  six  years  old.  As  a 
boy  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  afterwards  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  until  1853,  when  he  went  into  the  mercantile  business  in  a  general 
store  and  conducted  that  for  thirty-six  years.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  con- 
fined his  attention  mainly  to  dealing  m  real  estate,  and  in  all  the  business  affairs  of 
his  life  he  has  been  exceedingly  successful,  so  that  to-day  he  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  Erie  county.  In  1845  Mr.  Gotwalt  married  Harriet  Hill  and  they  have  two 
sons:  Charles  H.  and  Warren  A.  Charles  H.  Gotwalt  married  Mary  B.  Thayer,  and 
they  reside  at  his  father's  home ;  he  being  associated  with  his  father  in  the  real  es- 
tate business.    Warren  A.  Gotwalt  married  Dora  Bagley. 

Fisher,  William  J.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  10,  1871, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  with  his  father  in  the  malting  busi- 
ness in  Buffalo  up  to  1894,  when  he  came  to  Williamsville  and  started  the  brewery 
business,  which  has  proved  very  successful  under  his  able  management.  His  brew- 
ery has  a  capacity  of  30,000  barrels  a  year  and  is  run  to  its  limit.  The  beer  manu- 
factured is  very  popular,  and  justly  so,  for  nothing  but  malt,  spring  water  and  hops 
are  used  in  its  manufacture.  He  supplies  both  private  trade  and  customers,  and  has 
already  built  up  a  large  business  in  Buffalo.  He  employs  eleven  men  and  five  teams 
constantly.  Mr.  Fisher  is  foreman  of  the  hose  company  and  is  also  trustee  of  the 
village.    He  was  first  lieutenant  of  Co.  F,  65th  Regt.,  for  seven  years. 

Fortkort,  Anthony,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  July 
21,  1863.  He  learned  the  tinner's  trade  and  followed  it  for  twelve  years,  nine  of 
which  were  spent  in  Buffalo.  He  has  been  in  business  in  Williamsville  for  three 
years  as  dealer  in  hardware,  stoves,  furnaces,  etc.,  aad  also  doing  tinning,  roofing, 
sheeting,  etc.,  in  which  he  is  an  expert.  In  1891  he  married  Matilda  Arnitz,  and  they 
have  three  children :  Hazel,  Florence  and  Arthur. 

Fogelsouger,  Levi  W.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Snyder,  was  born  November  29,  1859,  and  is 
known  as  a  successful  farmer  and  able  business  man.  He  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  poor  farm  in  January,  1895,  and  still  fills  that  position  with  ability  and 
success.  The  farm  has  produced  more  m  the  past  two  years  than  it  ever  did  in  any 
three  preceding  years.  Mr.  Fogelsonger  married  Amanda  Miller,  and  they  have 
eight  children:  Clarence,  Howard.  Benjamin,  Roy,  Grace,  Edith,  Etta  and  Netta. 
Mr.  Fogelsonger's  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Fannie  Fogelsonger.  His  grand- 
father, Wendell  Fogelsonger,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 

Burgasser,  Anna,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  and 
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came  to  America  in  1846.  In  1850  she  married  George  Burgasser;  he  died  in  1893, 
leaving  a  family  of  ten  children:  John,  George,  Henry,  Michael,  Mary,  Josephine, 
Lena,  Carrie,  Elizabeth  and  Barbara.  Mary  married  Lawrence  Miller;  Josephine 
married  John  Aramon  ;  Lena  married  John  Newell ;  Carrie  married  George  Melich ; 
Barbara  married  F,  Hepensweiler ;  John  married  Elizabeth  Kindley ;  George  mar- 
ried Lena  Newell ;  Henry  married  Lena  Dean  and  Michael  married  Lena  Hale,  who 
is  deceased.  Mrs.  Burgasser  is  an  extensive  land  owner  and  her  sons  are  successful 
farmers. 

Beaser,  George,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Snyder,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  12,  1856,  and 
first  embarked  in  the  meat  business.  He  is  a  stone  cutter  by  trade  and  worked  at 
it  for  ten  years.  In  April,  1892,  he  purchased  the  Beaser  House  at  Snyder  and  has 
built  a  large  addition  to  it,  making  it  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  country 
hotels  in  the  State.  He  married  Sarah  Besch,  and  they  have  three  children :  Florence, 
Agnes  and  Clara. 

Tillow,  Harrison,  Elma,  p.  o.  Sprmg  Brook,  was  born  in  Aurora,  N.Y. ,  in  1836,  and 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  Tillow,  who  came  from  Dutchess  county  to  Aurora  in  1814  and 
settled  at  Tillow's  Corners,  where  he  was  a  farmer  until  1850,  when  he  came  to  Spring 
Brook  and  died  in  1875,  leaving  five  sons:  Isaac,  Henry,  James,  Erastusand  Harrison 
(as  above).  Harrison  Tillow  resides  at  Spring  Brook  and  has  been  a  prominent  man  of 
of  the  town,  having  been  justice  for  twenty-five  years.  He  married  Julia,  daughter 
of  J.  B.  Bristol. 

Mason,  George  W.,  Marilla,  born  in  Freedom,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. ,  February 
4,  1825,  is  a  son  of  Washington,  and  Elizabeth  (White)  Mason,  both  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Mason  has  always  been  a  farmer,  and  in  connection  with  farming  he  has 
been  in  the  butchering  business  six  years,  also  market  gardening.  In  1852  he  mar- 
ried Betsey,  daughter  of  James  and  Abigail  (Francis)  Chadderdon,  and  they  had  ten 
children.  Mr.  Chadderdon  came  from  Schoharie  county  to  Wales  in  1815,  and  at  an 
early  day  to  Marilla,  where  he  was  the  first  postmaster  and  was  prime  mover  in  es- 
tablishing the  post-oftice. 

Savage,  Ransom  W. ,  Sardinia,  p.  o,  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Holland,  September  6, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Sophronia  (Harmon)  Savage.  His  grandfather, 
William  Savage,  lived  and  died  in  New  Hampshire,  on  a  farm  that  has  been  m  the 
family  about  200  years.  Mr.  Savage  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old,  when  he  went  West  and  engaged  in  raising  broom. corn  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  brooms,  as  foreman  for  W.  C.  Masters.  He  returned  to  Holland  and  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  for  six  years,  and  in  1886  bought  the  Chaffee  planing 
mill  and  cheese  box  factory,  and  now  gets  out  material  for  about  150,000  cheese  box 
hoops.  November  20,  1884  he  married  Hannah  Cotrell,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cotrell, 
a  farmer  of  Concord,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage  had  two  children,  Claude  R.  and 
Ethel  M.    He  is  a  member  of  several  societies  and  a  prominent  man  of  his  town. 

Smith,  Emery,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  Chaffee,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
August  18,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Eli  and  Minerva  (Meech)  Smith.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  was  engaged  in  the  commission  business  for  eight  years  in 
Buffalo,  and  in  1886  came  to  Chaffee  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  first 
general  store  in  the  place.    He  sold  out  in  1895  and  is  now  handling  produce,  coal, 
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etc.  July  4,  1871,  he  married  Kate  Field,  born  in  Liberty,  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Du  Bois  Field.  Mr.  Smith  was  postmaster  under 
both  of  Cleveland's  administrations,  in  the  village  of  Chaffee.  He  is  a  member  of 
Holland  Lodge  No.  631,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  of  Marilla  Lodge  No.  81,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Long,  Levi  O.,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  Sardinia,  September  12,  1844,  and  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Angeline  (Jewett)  Long.  Mr.  Long  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  spent  four  years  in  Iowa,  from  1865  to  1870,  engaged  in  carpenter  work 
and  farming.  November  14,  1872,  he  married  Libbie  Golden  and  they  had  three 
children:  Mary  E.,  Cassie  D.  and  Golden.  Mr.  Long  is  a  Republican  and  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Hopkins,  Robert,  Sardinia,  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  in  Sardinia,  July 
13,  1849,  son  of  James  and  Abigail  (Rider)  Hopkins.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Robert  Hopkins,  came  from  Vermont  in  1823,  and  settled  the  farm  now  owned  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  Horace  Rider,  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812.  Robert  Hopkins  received  his  education  at  the  Springville  Acad- 
emy. He  spent  about  ten  years  in  the  West,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  home 
farm.  He  now  owns  220  acres  and  follows  dairying,  keeping  twenty  cows.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  has  been  supervisor  two  terms,  and  is  a  member  of  several  societies. 
He  married  in  December,  1881,  Ruth  A.  Woodard  of  Yorkshire,  who  has  borne  him 
five  children:  Robert,  Lee,  May,  Ida  and  Esther. 

Goodemote,  John,  vSardinia,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county.  N.  Y.,  October  29, 
1830,  son  of  Philip  and  Harriet  (Vosburgh)  Goodemote.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  John,  who  came  from  Germany.  His  father  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cattaraugus 
county  in  1813,  and  died  there  in  1874;  his  wife  died  in  1884.  John  Goodemote  is  a 
farmer,  owning  194  acres  in  Sardinia  and  follows  dairying,  keeping  about  twenty 
cows.  He  is  a  Democrat.  He  married  m  1854  Caroline  Carter,  by  whom  he  has 
had  three  children:  Charles,  born  in  1856,  died  in  1896;  Willie  D.,  born  in  1859,  mar- 
ried Carrie  Carter  and  has  one  son,  Floyd  D.  ;  and  Jennie,  died  m  1874.  Mrs. 
Goodemote  died  m  May,  1875. 

Furman,  Clifford,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  East  Concord,  was  born  October  1,  1852,  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns,  and  was  a  son  of  George  and  Antis  (Garfield)  Furman.  Mr.  Fur- 
man  has  a  large  farm  of  297  acres  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  October  14, 
1872,  he  married  Margaret  Fitzpatrick,  and  they  had  four  children:  Eliza,  George 
M.,  Edwin  and  Maud  A.    EHza  died  in  1892,  aged  eighteen  years. 

Butler,  David  S.,  Sardinia,  p.  o.  163  Breckinridge  avenue,  Buffalo. — The  father  of 
David  S.  was  Sewel  Butler,  born  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  1776.  When  a  boy  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Oneida  county,  and  followed  driving  carriage  for  Mr.  Kipp  of 
Albany ;  he  came  to  Erie  county  in  1815  and  settled  on  a  farm  about  four  miles  west 
of  Chaffee,  and  then  moved  to  the  village  of  Chaffee ;  he  purchased  a  farm  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  about  six  hundred  acres  of  land ;  he  held  the  office  of 
town  commissioner  for  several  small  terms;  he  died  July  9,  1871 ;  he  was  married  to 
Julia,  daughter  of  John  Wilson  of  Oneida  county.  She  was  born  in  October,  1797, 
and  died  March  22,  1870.  They  had  seven  children:  Mariah,  who  married  Nehe- 
miah  Hopkins;  Harry,  married  Betsey  Jewett ;  Eli,  deceased;  Daniel,  deceased; 
Lyman,  deceased;  Harriet,  married  William  Nott.    David  S.  was  born  September 
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7,  1839.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  has  been  in  several  businesses, 
and  owns  several  different  farms  in  the  town  of  Sardinia,  amounting  to  1,200  acres 
of  land,  and  also  owns  property  in  Buffalo.  He  has  held  the  office  of  supervisor  in 
the  towfi  of  Sardinia.  He  married  Annette,  daughter  of  Bela  Bowen.  She  was 
born  in  Illinois  and  came  to  the  town  of  Sardinia  when  a  young  girl. 

Andrews,  George,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  Sardinia,  December  4,  1830,  and  is  a  son 
of  Josiah  and  Amy  (Capron)  Andrews,  both  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  and  came  to 
Sardinia  in  1824,  where  he  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  and  tax  payers  of  the 
town.  He  had  nine  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  died  November  21,  1876,  and  his 
wife  May  17,  1883.  George  Andrews  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  He  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  June  23, 
1869,  bought  the  Sardinia  Hotel,  which  he  has  since  carried  on.  June  22,  1851,  he 
married  Electa  Rider  and  they  had  two  sons,  Robert  J.  and  Edmund  B.  Mr. 
Andrews  has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  was  supervisor  of  the  town  two  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  Arcade  Lodge  No.  419,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Bowman,  Charles  E.,  Alden,  was  born  in  Bowmansville,  Erie  county,  August  26, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Palmer  S.  and  Maria  E.  (Wiltse)  Bowman.  Bowmansville  re- 
ceived its  name  from  the  doctor's  grandfather,  Benjamin  Bowman,  who  settled  there 
in  1810,  where  he  and  his  family  developed  and  built  up  Bowmansville  and  the 
country  thereabouts.  Mr.  Bowman  was  educated  at  the  Clarence  Academy,  Roches- 
ter public  schools  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1878.  He  entered  the  medical  department  of  Buffalo  University 
in  1880,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883.  He  subsequently  took  a  post-grad- 
uate course  in  New  York,  coming  out  well  equipped  for  a  successful  professional 
career.  Dr.  Bowman  practiced  for  two  years  in  Bennmgton,  after  which  he  located 
in  Alden  and  aside  from  a  a  short  time  in  Buffalo  he  has  been  in  continuous  practice 
there  since.  Mr.  Bowman  is  a  member  of  both  the  Erie  and  Wyoming  County  Med- 
ical Societies,  as  well  as  the  Central  New  York  State  Society ;  he  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  594,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  its  past  master;  he  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a 
member  of  Mizpah  Lodge,  Besides  all  these  and  his  professional  work.  Dr.  Bow- 
man has  been  active  and  earnest  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  town. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  village,  as  well  as  its  health  physician.  In  1883  he 
married  Isabel,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Barnet,  Frank  L.,  Alden,  was  born  in  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  M.  and  Sarah 
(Foster)  Barnet  of  Buffalo.  Peter  M.  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  came  to  Buf- 
falo nearly  fifty  years  ago,  w^here  he  followed  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker;  he  died 
in  1876;  his  wife  was  of  English  descent,  but  spent  most  of  her  life  in  Buffalo,  and 
died  in  1886.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  Frank  L.  was  the  youngest.  He 
received  his  education  from  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  and  after  graduating  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  W.  B.  Donohue,  where  he  remained  about  three  years,  when 
Mr.  Donohue  went  to  New  York  and  Mr.  Barnet  found  a  new  preceptor  in  W.  W. 
Hodge,  whose  office  he  then  entered.  He  remained  there  until  admitced  to  the  bar 
in  1881.  The  opportunities  seeming  better  in  the  smaller  towns  at  that  time,  Mr. 
Barnet  settled  in  Alden,  Erie  county,  where  he  has  built  up  a  successful  practice. 
He  is  counsel  for  the  village  corporation  and  has  served  it  also  in  other  official 


352 


OUR  COQNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


capacities.  He  has  recently  established  an  office  in  Buffalo.  In  September,  1881 
he  married  M.  Louise,  daughter  of  Charles  M.  and  Asenath  Piatt  of  Alden. 

Smith,  Fred,  Cheektowaga,  p.  o.  Forks,  was  born  in  North  Collins,  October  2, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Smith,  natives  of  Germany.  His  father  was 
born  in  1811,  and  in  1826  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  settling  in  Eden.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  he  married  and  settled  in  North  Collms,  on  land  secured 
from  the  Holland  Land  Company.  He  died  in  1885.  Fred  Smith  was  educated  at 
North  Collins  and  when  twenty-three  engaged  in  the  hotel  and  mercantile  business, 
building  the  Smith  Hotel  at  Cheektowaga.  October  31,  1879,  he  married  Carrie 
Emerling;  they  had  six  children:  Emma,  Philip,  Frederick,  Mary,  Mardy  and 
Victor.  Mr.  Smith  was  postmaster  at  New  Oregon,  town  of  Collins,  for  twelve 
years. 

Spooner,  Frank  W.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  in  England  in  1860,  where 
he  was  educated  and  learned  the  butcher's  trade.  In  1882  he  came  to  America, 
settling  in  Akron,  where  he  established  himself  in  business,  and  except  for  a  short 
time  when  he  was  associated  with  D.  F.  Bates,  he  has  conducted  the  business  alone. 
By  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  and  good  careful  management  Mr. 
Spooner  has  one  of  the  largest  markets  and  most  prosperous  businesses  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Spooner  is  an  active  and  earnest  secret  society  man, 
being  a  member  of  Akron  Lodge  No.  527,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge 
No.  212.  He  has  been  twice  married ;  his  first  wife  was  Lottie,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Elizabeth  Packman,  prominent  farmers  of  Newstead.  She  died  in  1892,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Ethel ;  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Minnie  Packman,  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  they  have  two  children,  Harry  and  Lottie. 

Stevens,  Herbert  R.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  son  of  William  W.  and  Frances 
Stevens  of  Oakfield,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  September  13,  1870.  He 
attended  the  Oakfield  school  and  later  took  a  course  at  the  Lima  (N.  Y.)  Seminary. 
After  completing  his  education  he  entered  the  employ  of  Harris  &  Chapin,  hardware 
merchants  in  Oakfield,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  and  then  accepted  a  position 
as  bookkeeper  for  the  Oakfield  Cider  &  Vinegar  Works,  in  which  capacity  he  con- 
tinued until  1894.  At  that  time  he  concluded  to  engage  permanently  in  business  at 
Akron,  and  so  bought  the  lumber  yard  and  vStorehouses  of  W.  N.  Hoag,  and  to  the 
former  business  he  has  added  coal,  fiour,  feed  and  general  produce,  carrying  on  the 
most  extensive  volume  of  business  of  any  similar  concern  in  Western  New  York.  In 
August,  1896,  the  old  warehouse  on  Main  street  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  since  that 
time  a  site  has  been  purchased  from  the  West  Shore  Railroad  Company,  near  the 
station,  and  a  commodious  warehouse  80  by  120  feet  has  been  erected  thereon.  This 
building  has  the  most  modern  equipments  throughout,  the  firm  name  being  H.  R. 
Stevens  &  Co.,  W.  A.  Stevens,  the  father,  being  the  partner.  In  January,  1894,  Mr. 
Stevens  married  Carrie,  daughter  of  L.  B.  and  Mary  S.  Rowley,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Natalie  L.    Mr.  Stevens  is  a  member  of  Akron  Lodge  No.  212  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Parker,  Prof.  Charles  G.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Luman  P.  L. 
Parker,  who  has  been  since  1854  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Erie  county.  Dr. 
Parker  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  iGollege  in  1854,  and  with  his  wife  set- 
tled at  once  after  marriage  in  the  village  of  Clarence,  where  he  soon  built  up  a  thriv- 
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ing  practice.  He  remained  at  Clarence  six  years,  during  which  time  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother,  Dr.  Orlando  K.  Parker.  In  1860  Dr.  L.  P.  L.  Parker  changed 
his  residence  to  Akron,  which  opened  a  wider  field  in  professional  work,  and  from 
that  time  until  1895  Dr.  Parker  was  in  continuous  practice,  and  since  that  time  has 
retired,  owing  to  ill  health.  Prof.  Parker  received  his  early  education  at  the  Akron 
public  schools  and  later  took  a  course  at  the  Clarence  Academy.  After  completing 
his  schooling  he  chose  the  vocation  of  teacher,  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  that  capacity  in  Erie  and  Genesee  counties.  At  present 
he  is  principal  of  the  Gellsville  school,  a  village  north  of  Buffalo.  Prof.  Parker  has 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  Republican  politics  in  his  town  and  county  and  for  many 
years  has  been  elected  to  represent  his  town  in  county,  assembly  and  senate  conven- 
tions. In  the  fall  of  1896  he  was  a  promment  candidate  for  the  position  of  school 
commissioner,  but  in  the  interest  of  harmony  he  stepped  aside  and  gave  it  to  the 
present  incumbent.  In  1894  Prof.  Parker  was  appointed  superintendent  of  schools 
at  the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation,  which  he  still  holds.  In  1880  he  married 
Fidelia  Swift,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

MacPherson,  John  D.,  M.  D.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, August  11,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Fraser)  MacPherson.  Dr. 
MacPherson  received  his  education  at  Rockland  Academy  and  at  Georgetown  Acad- 
emy, Canada.  In  1880  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  Michigan  University 
and  was  graduated  in  1883.  He  then  practiced  for  about  one  year  in  Jackson,  Mich., 
after  which,  in  1884,  he  came  to  Akron  and  located  permanently.  During  the  years 
of  his  residence  there  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  practice,  besides  attaining  an 
eminent  standing  in  the  ranks  of  the  best  physicians.  Dr.  MacPherson  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  also  the  Gross  Medical  Society.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  but  professional  duties  have  prevented  him  from  be- 
coming an  office  holder  in  the  party,  although  he  has  served  as  member  of  the  School 
Board  and  has  been  offered  the  honor  of  being  president  of  the  village.  In  1886  Dr. 
MacPherson  married  Mina  R.,  daughter  of  George  M.  Van  Chef  of  Akron,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Marjorie  B.  and  James  Kelsa. 

Jones,  John  C,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Elias  and  Hattie  (Hazard) 
Jones,  and  was  born  in  1859.  At  an  early  age  John  C.  went  to  Holley,  N.  Y.,  to  live 
and  from  that  time  on  until  he  became  twenty-one  years  old,  he  continued  to  reside 
in  that  place.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  finally  went  to  Scranton,  Pa., 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Railroad,  as  fireman  on  the  main 
line  of  that  road.  After  a  service  of  less  than  two  years  Mr.  Jones  went  to  Akron 
and  entered  into  partnership  with  John  Vroom,  under  the  firm  name  of  Vroom  & 
Jones,  furniture  dealers.  This  partnership  continued  for  two  years,  when  Mr. 
Jones  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner  and  subsequently  spent  a  short  time  in  the 
undertaking  business  in  Cleveland  Ohio.  This  and  a  short  career  as  a  commercial 
traveler  brought  him  up  to  1888,  when  he  returned  to  Akron  and  became  associated 
with  Jesse  B.  Coleman  in  the  furniture  trade.  At  the  end  of  three  years  Mr.  Jones 
became  sole  proprietor  and  in  1892  took  possession  of  his  new  brick  store,  one  of  the 
best  and  most  completely  stocked  furniture  stores  in  the  county  outside  of  Buffalo. 
In  1887  Mr.  Jones  married  Lizzie  Green,  daughter  of  John  and  Melissa  Green,  and 
they  have  two  daughters,  Laura  and  Agnes. 
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Hoag,  J.  Crawford,  Newstead,  the  present  postmaster  of  Akron,  was  a  son  of 
Hiram  W.  and  Charlotte  E.  Hoag,  and  was  born  May  6,  1865.  When  he  was  about  one 
year  old  his  parents  moved  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  where  Hiram  W.  Hoag  embarked  as  an 
oil  producer.  He  continued  in  this  business  with  considerable  success  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1882,  and  shortly  after  his  death  Mrs  Hoag,  with  her  son, 
J.  Crawfard,  left  Oil  City  and  went  to  Akron.  Mr.  Hoag  had  been  attending  the 
public  schools  in  Oil  City  and  after  coming  to  Akron  was  sent  to  the  Clarence  Acad- 
emy. After  finishing  his  education  he  took  a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  H.  H.  New- 
ton &  Son,  where  he  worked  three  years,  when  better  opportunities  were  offered  in 
another  line,  and  he  became  yard  master  for  the  N.  Y.  C.  Railroad  in  Buffalo. 
About  two  years  were  spent  here  when  he  decided  to  return  to  Akron,  and  at  once 
entered  the  hardware  store  of  Eckerson  &  Harrington.  In  1890  Mr.  Hoag  married 
Jennie  J.,  daughter  of  Prof.  George  G.  Chambers  of  Akron,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Hiram  C.  and  George  C. 

Fisher,  Howard  G.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Addie 
(Wright)  Fisher,  who  formerly  lived  in  Pembroke,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
Mr.  Fisher  was  a  dealer  in  Portland  cement  and  has  for  many  years  been  a  contrac- 
tor and  maker  of  Portfand  cement  sidewalks.  Since  1884  they  have  been  residents 
of  Akron.  Howard  G.  obtained  his  education  at  the  Pembroke  public  schools  and 
at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Busmess  College,  Buffalo.  After  finishing  his  education  he 
became  clerk  in  the  cigar  factory  of  Arthur  Stapleton  at  Akron  and  a  little  later 
manager  of  the  business.  This  continued  about  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  (1898)  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Henry  L.  Steiner,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Steiner  &  Fisher,  and  they  succeeded  to  the  business  of  which  Mr.  Fisher  had 
been  manager.  After  one  year  Mr.  Fisher  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner 
and  has  since  continued  alone;  the  business  has  been  prosperous  in  a  marked  de- 
gree, some  of  his  leading  brands  of  cigars  having  a  wide  sale.  In  1891  he  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Heatherly,  and  they  had  four  children :  Ada,  Roland, 
George  M.  and  Homer.  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  member  of  Akron  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  also  an  active  member  of  the  Akron  Fire  Department. 

Eagan,  Henry  P.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  in  Little  Valley,  Cattaraugus 
county,  N.  Y.,  February  11,  1859,  and  spent  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life  there. 
His  father,  John  Eagan,  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  Erie  Railroad  and 
died  in  1893,  and  his  wife,  Mariah  Eagan,  is  now  living  in  Dunkirk.  They  came 
from  England,  and  after  a  short  residence  in  New  Jersey  settled  in  Little  Valley, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  moved  to  Dunkirk.  They  had  five  children,  of 
whom  H.  P.  Eagan  was  the  third.  Mr.  Eagan  received  his  education  at  Little  Val- 
ley, and  later  took  a  three  years'  course  at  the  Fredonia  State  Normal.  After  grad- 
uating he  acted  as  steward  for  the  Erie  Hotel  in  Dunkirk,  which  he  followed  for  six 
years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  busmess,  and  continued  in  that  line  until 
1884,  when  he  moved  to  Akron  to  carry  on  the  same  business.  He  first  married,  in 
1881,  Mary  Toomey,  daughter  of  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  Dunkirk,  and  she 
died  in  1882.  In  March,  1891,  he  married  Fannie  A.  Robinson,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  Robinson,  who  were  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  m  the  town  of 
Newstead.  They  were  farmers  and  built  up  a  wide  reputation  in  cheese  making, 
until  Robinson's  cheese  became  famous  for  its  high  quality.  Mr.  Robinson  died  in 
1895,  and  Mrs.  Robinson  still  occupies  the  homestead. 
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Croop,  Hiram  H.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  was  born  November  1,  1859,  and  is  a  son 
of  Philip  J.  and  Mary  (Stohl)  Croop,  natives  of  the  town  of  Clarence,  but  for  the  past 
seven  years  residents  of  Akron.  Mr.  Croop  was  educated  at  the  Clarence  Academy 
and  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  School,  and  on  completing  his  course  there  in  1882  he 
at  once  received  an  appointment  as  mail  clerk,  and  served  for  a  time  on  the  N.  Y.  C. 
R.  R.,  between  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls,  and  then  for  several  months  on  the  fast 
mail  west  of  Chicago.  For  the  past  twelve  years,  however,  Mr.  Croop  has  been  in 
service  between  Syracuse  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  bemg  now  one  of  the  most  efficient 
and  longest  in  the  postal  service.  In  1891  Mr.  Croop  purchased  the  flouring  mill  at 
Akron,  and  now  conducts  it  under  the  supervision  of  his  father.  He  married  in  1887 
Margaret  H.  Blakney,  daughter  of  William  and  Charlotte  Blakney,  of  Springfield, 
Ohio. 

Berghorn,  Charles  F.,  Newstead,  p.  o.  Akron,  druggist,  came  to  America  from 
Germany  in  1873  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  spent  some  time  in  the  Akron 
school  and  then  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  work.  Later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Hartwell  &  Standish,  druggists,  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  five  years, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  Mr.  Berghorn  moved  to  Braddock,  Pa.,  where  he 
bought  a  drug  store  and  conducted  it  two  years.  The  place  was  not  to  his  liking 
and  he  sold  his  stock  and  interest  and  returned  to  New  York  State,  settling  in  Buf- 
falo, where  he  took  charge  of  a  drug  store  for  a  time,  and  in  a  short  time  returned  to 
Akron,  where  he  bought  the  stock  of  drugs  and  groceries  of  McGoffin  &  Son,  which 
he  carried  on  successfully  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  bought  two 
other  drug  stores  in  the  village  and  consolidated  the  three,  which  necessitated  larger 
and  better  equipped  quarters,  and  m  1894  Mr.  Berghorn  erected  a  building  in  the 
central  part  of  the  village,  making  one  of  the  finest  drugstores  in  Erie  county.  Mr. 
Berghorn  married  Ellen  Burnett,  and  they  have  two  children,  Viola  and  Beatrice. 

Schunk,  Michael,  Boston,  p.  o.  North  Boston,  is  a  son  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth 
Schunk,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1852,  locating  in  Boston, 
Erie  county.  Martin  Schunk  did  his  first  day's  work  in  the  tannery  near  where  he 
lives,  for  which  he  received  fifty  cents,  and  by  industry  and  attention  to  his  busmess 
finally  made  a  comfortable  home.  He  served  in  the  Prussian  army  in  1848-49. 
Michael  Schunk  was  born  July  24,  1855,  and  after  receiving  his  education  engaged  as 
engineer  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  holding  that  position  for  ten  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming.  January  28,  1874.  he  married  Ellen  Fuller  of  Boston, 
and  they  had  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Helen,  married  and  living 
near  home;  John,  married  and  at  home;  Emma,  at  home;  Lizzie,  Mabel,  Mike, 
Mina  and  Miles  S. 

Rockwood,  M.  L.,  Boston,  was  born  in  Boston,  N.Y.,  November  11,  1866,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Eliza  L.  Rockwood.  His  father  was  born  May  16,  1841,  in 
Boston  and  lived  on  the  farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when,  in  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  F,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.  His  regiment  was  organized  at  Buffalo,  August 
25,  and  was  mustered  into  service  September  5,  1862.  He  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  after  which  he  again  engaged  m  farm- 
ing and  now  lives  in  Eden  Center.  M.  L.  Rockwood  received  his  education  from 
the  public  schools  and  has  always  engaged  in  farming,  largely  dairying.  February 


356 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


22,  1892,  he  married  Sarah  Reacher,  and  they  have  two  children:  Clayton,  born 
September  25,  1894,  and  Beulah,  born  April  18,  1895. 

Rucker,  Matthew,  Boston,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Boston,  was  born  April 
16,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Rucker,  both  of  whom  came  from  Ger- 
many to  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  settling  in  West  Brant, 
after  which  they  came  to  Boston  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject. 
Mr.  Rucker  died  November  28.  1894,  and  Mrs.  Rucker  in  1886.  Matthew  Rucker 
has  given  his  entire  attention  to  farming,  having  a  farm  of  210  acres  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  May  3',  1892,  he  married  Katrina  Schmidt,  and  they  have  four 
children:  Lucy,  Leo,  Anna  and  May. 

Kester,  Benjamin,  Boston,  p.  o.  North  Boston,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
November  1,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Deborah  Kester.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  New  York  and  his  mother  of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Erie  county  in 
1813.  Her  maiden  name  was  Carpenter,  and  they  were  Quakers  and  were  imbued 
with  the  sterling  worth  of  that  sect.  Benjamin  Kester  was  married  in  1841  to  Julia 
Bunting,  daughter  of  Levi  Bunting.  After  her  death  he  married  Almeda  Hoag,  and 
they  have  one  son.  Perry,  who  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  at  Hamburg  and 
at  North  Boston.  March  30,  1887,  he  married  Miss  J.  Duncan,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Leon  H.,  Genevieve  and  Steward  B. 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  Emma  T.,  Boston,  was  born  in  Boston,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1848.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  came  to  Boston  with  his  wife  in  1800,  set- 
tling on  the  farm  where  Mrs.  Aldrich  now  lives.  Her  father,  Lyman  Rockwood, 
was  born  in  Boston,  N.  Y. ,  June  10,  1816,  and  was  the  youngest  of  five  boys.  He 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  held  various  official  positions  in  his  town.  He  died  in 
1879.  Mrs.  Aldrich  received  her  education  at  Springville  Academy,  after  which  she 
taught  one  term  in  Boston.  October  20.  1869,  she  married  Amos  E.  Aldrich,  who 
was  born  in  Boston,  Erie  county,  1846.  He  died  February  19,  1893,  from  the  falling 
of  a  tree.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aldrich  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased: 
Ella  G.,  Lyman  and  Allie  C. 

Wendling,  Frederick  J.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Germany, 
March  14,  1841,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Magdalena  Wendling,  natives  of  Germany, 
and  who  came  to  Ebenezer  in  1845  and  were  members  of  the  Ebenezer  Society.  Mr. 
Frederick  J.  Wendling,  sr.,  ran  a  bakery  in  Ebenezer  and  sold  bread  the  price  of 
which  was  twenty-eight  cents  a  loaf.  Frederick  J.  Wendling,  jr.,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ebenezer.  He  started  in  business  life  as  a  har- 
ness maker  and  carpenter,  then  became  a  stockholder  in  the  woolen  mills  at  Garden- 
ville,  was  eight  years  druggist  in  Buffalo,  and  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo 
and  Aurora  plank  road.  Mr.  Wendling  is  a  Republican,  has  been  town  clerk  and 
refused  the  supervisorship.  In  1860  he  married  Philopena  Hettrich,  and  they  have 
five  children:  William,  Charles  G.,  Frederick  J.,  jr.,  Julia  and  Edward.  The  family 
attend  the  Evangelical  church. 

Ott,  Louis  J.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Garden ville,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  N.  Y., 
May  31,  1853,  a  son  of  Louis  and  Mary  (Hines)  Ott,  natives  of  Germany.  Louis  J. 
Ott  was  reared  m  Elma,  where  his  father  lived  about  twenty  years  and  was  educated 
at  Canisius  College.    He  learned  the  miller's  trade  and  followed  it  a  short  time, 
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when  he  came  to  Garden ville  in  1871,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business 
and  after  five  years  removed  to  Ohio  for  one  year,  thence  to  Gardenville,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Mr.  Ott  is  a  Democrat  in  politics;  he  was  married 
in  April,  1880,  to  Catherine  Seabald,  who  has  borne  him  six  children:  Louis  P..  Dora 
K.,  Alious,  Evaline,  John  S.  and  Henrietta.  Mr.  Ott  owns  his  house  and  lot  in 
Gardenville  and  an  interest  in  the  Ott  estate  in  Elma,  where  his  father  owned  about 
300  acres. 

Nagel,  Henry,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  1.  1847, 
son  of  John  and  Ricke  Nagel,  who  immigrated  to  America  in  1854,  when  Henry  was 
seven  years  old.  In  1860  they  came  to  West  Seneca,  where  John  died  in  1874  and 
his  wife  in  1877.  Henry  Nagel  worked  in  Buffalo  driving  team  until  1874,  when  he 
came  to  the  farm  his  parents  had  bought  and  has  since  resided  there.  In  1875  he 
married  Elizabeth  Pongo,  and  they  have  one  child,  Lena.  Mr.  Nagel  is  a  Repub- 
ican  and  the  family  attend  the  Reformed  church. 

McDowell,  Hugh,  West  Seneca,  was  born  in  Scotland,  April  17,  1831,  a  son  of 
William  and  Mary  McDowell,  natives  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1837 
and  came  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Ohio,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Hugh  McDowell 
was  educated  in  Otterman  University,  Ohio,  and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College,  Ohio.  He  was  a  civil  engineer  for  the  Belfont  &  Delaware  Railroad  for 
four  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  slates  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
in  that  business  nine  years.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  and  in  1873  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  live  stock  com- 
mission business  for  twenty  years.  In  1894  he  came  to  West  Seneca  and  bought  fifty 
acres  of  land,  where  he  lives  a  retired  life.  July  13,  1849,  he  married  Rebecca  Hare 
of  Ohio,  and  they  had  eight  children :  William,  Ophelia  R.,  Clayton,  Ellen,  Ida 
(deceased),  Charles,  Harriet  (deceased)  and  Grace.  Mr.  McDowell  is  a  Republican 
and  was  a  Free  Mason  when  in  Pennsylvania  and  is  a  member  of  the  R.  A. ;  has 
served  as  treasurer  for  thirteen  years.    Mrs.  McDowell  died  March  23,  1896. 

Mausperger,  John,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  Germany,  January 
15,  1839,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Frederika  (Geiger)  Mausperger,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Germany.  John  was  educated  in  Germany  and  was  a  shepherd  until  1865,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Cleveland,  O.,  where  he  lived  three  years, 
and  where  he  married,  January  27,  1866,  Catharine  Wagner,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many and  came  to  Cleveland  a  poor  girl;  she  was  educated  in  Germany  and  also  at 
the  Bennett  Medical  College,  from  which  she  was  graduated.  She  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Cleveland  for  about  two  years,  when  she  and  her  husband  removed  to  Buf- 
falo, where  they  had  a  successful  practice.  In  1873  they  removed  to  Gardenville, 
which,  excepting  a  few  years  in  Buffalo,  has  been  their  home.  In  1896  they  built  a  fine 
residence.  Their  children  were  William  H.,  a  practicing  physician  in  Buffalo  for  ten 
years;  Catharine  and  Frieda,  both  deceased.  Mr.  Mausperger  is  a  Republican  and 
the  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Association. 

Irr,  Victor,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenville,  was  born  in  France,  October  22,  1832, 
a  son  of  John  B.  and  Mary  A.  (Schottre)  Irr,  natives  of  France.  Victor  Irr  was 
reared  and  educated  in  France,  and  in  1852  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Williams- 
ville,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  with  his  uncle,  Michael  Irr,  one  of  the  ear- 
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ly  settlers  of  that  village.  Mr.  Irr  followed  teaching  in  Lancaster  from  1853  to 
1862,  taught  in  Alden  until  1864,  thence  to  Gardenville,  where  he  was  the  first  school 
teacher.  He  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  has  served  as  justice  of  peace  from  1867 
to  1897,  and  was  three  years  supervisor  of  West  Seneca.  In  1866  he  engaged  in  the 
hotel  and  grocery  business,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  In  1856  he 
married  Barbara  Amann,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Mary 
E.,  Mary  A.,  Mary  Magdalena  Valerie,  Emma  B.,  Victor  F.,  Mary  M.,  Celestine  H., 
John  B.,  Anthony,  Kate  M.  R.  and  Cecelia  M.  A. 

Hart,  Godfrey,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  South  Buffalo  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
March  29,  1860,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Burgess)  Hart,  natives  of  England,  who 
came  to  America  in  1846  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  thence  to  West  Seneca  in  1868,  where 
he  died  March  3,  1885,  and  his  wife  February  29,  1885.  Godfrey  Hart  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  educated  in  Buffalo;  he  came  to  West  Seneca  when  a  boy  nine  5^ears  of 
age,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  is  engaged  in  gardening.  Mr.  Hart  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  was  married  February  3,  1887,  to  Libbie  vStokes,  who  has  borne 
him  one  daughter,  Martha  E. 

Grotke,  William  C,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February 
17,  1845,  son  of  Gotfried  and  Helena  (Metzner)  Grotke,  natives  of  Prussia,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  about  1839,  settled  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1848  engaged  in  farming  in 
West  Seneca,  where  he  died  in  1887  and  she  in  1881.  William  C.  Grotke  was  edu- 
cated in  a  Lutheran  school  and  the  public  schools  of  West  Seneca  and  has  always 
followed  farming  and  gardening.  He  owns  fifty-four  and  a  half  acres  of  land  and 
leases  sixty-one  acres.  He  resides  near  Ebenezer  and  works  both  places.  In  1872 
he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Haas,  natives  of  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
who  came  to  America  about  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grotke  have  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: William  H.,  Charles,  Ernst,  Amelia,  Benjamin,  Mary,  John,  Clara  and  Fred- 
die.   Both  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Groell,  Anthony,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga.  N.  Y., 
September  28,  1844,  a  son  of  Blasius  and  Magdalena  (Hoell)  Groell,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1832,  settling  in  Cheektowaga. 
Blasius  worked  on  the  docks  at  Buffalo  and  worked  land  that  belonged  to  the  Indians. 
He  is  a  Democrat  and  served  as  school  trustee  many  years,  and  assessor  fifteen 
years.  Anthony  Groell  was  reared  in  Cheektowaga  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools;  he  is  a  farmer  and  gardener  and  in  1872  came  to  West  Seneca,  thence  to 
Cheektowaga  in  1875,  where  he  lived  on  his  father's  place.  In  1868  he  married 
Agnes  Goetz  and  she  died  September  22,  1872,  aged  twenty-six  years;  August  18, 
1875,  he  married  Dorothy  Seabald,  who  has  borne  him  four  children:  Dorothy, 
Anthony  (both  deceased),  Anna  and  Anthony.    The  family  are  Catholics. 

Farthing,  Thomas  W.,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  South  Buffalo,  was  born  at  South  Buf- 
falo, December  1,  1852,  a  son  of  William  and  Margaret  D.  (Thompson)  Farthing,  he 
is  a  native  of  England  and  she  of  Scotland.  He  was  brought  when  a  boy  to  America 
by  his  parents,  who  settled  at  South  Buffalo.  He  was  a  butcher,  which  business  he 
followed  through  life;  he  died  in  1880.  Thomas  W.  Farthing  was  reared  in  Buffalo 
aud  began  his  business  life  as  a  shipper  of  cattle.  About  1880  he  removed  to  a  farm 
in  West  Seneca  and  has  since  followed  farming.    In  1879  he  married  Charlotte, 
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daughter  of  Albert  Pike  of  Orchard  Park,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  son,  William  A. 
Mr.  Farthing  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  of  which  he  is  past 
master,  of  Evening  Star  Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Seneca  Lodge  K.  of  P.,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Fraternal  Insurance  Union. 

Fritz,  Wilham,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Gardenyille,  was  born  m  Westphalen,  Germany, 
February  12,  1819,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Frederika  (Geiger)  Fritz,  who  came  to 
Gardenville  in  1851,  were  members  of  the  Ebenezer  Society,  and  went  thence  with 
the  society  in  1861  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1866,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  she 
died  in  1863,  aged  seventy-six  years.  William  Fritz  was  educated  in  Germany  and 
there  married  Eliza  Roth,  who  had  one  son  by  a  previous  husband.  After  his  ar- 
rival here  he  at  first  worked  by  the  day,  rented  a  farm  for  a  time  and  finall}^  bought 
a  piece  of  land  in  Cheektowaga;  he  lived  there  twenty-eight  years,  when  he  came  to 
Gardeqville  and  conducted  a  hotel  for  twelve  years ;  for  the  past  seven  years  he  has 
lived  retired.  His  wife  died  January  9,  1878,  and  he  married  Eva  M.  Haas  of 
Gardenville.  Mr.  Fritz  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  was  highway  commis- 
sioner in  Cheektowaga  three  years. 

Cook,  Darius,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Windom,  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  Y.,  August 
27,  1839,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Lydia  (White)  Cook.  Peter  was  an  early  settler  of  Col- 
lins and  there  lived  until  about  1860,  when  he  moved  to  East  Hamburg,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days.  He  was  a  Whig  and  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  that  party.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
the  town  and  very  kind  to  the  poor.  Darius  Cook  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools ;  he  began  life  as  a  farmer  and  later  engaged  in  the  ho- 
tel business  in  the  oil  region  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  also  speculator  in  real 
estate.  He  came  to  West  Seneca  in  1866,  where  he  has  since  lived  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  February  19,  1863,  he  married  Emerett  Van  Hyning  of  Ohio,  and  they  had 
five  children :  George  A.  of  Montana,  a  dealer  in  wood  and  coal,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Legislature;  Jennie,  wife  of  Lewis  E.  Willett,  a  real  estate  dealer  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  William  W.,  who  lives  in  West  Seneca;  Flora  H.,  wife  of  a  stenog- 
rapher in  Buffalo,  and  Melissa  at  home.  Mrs.  Cook  died  March  8,  1893.  Mr.  Cook 
is  a  Republican  and  has  been  very  active;  he  is  a  member  of  South  Buffalo  Lodge 
No.  332,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Baker,  Charles,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  County  Line,  was  born  in  West  Seneca,  Janu- 
ary 28,  1866,  a  son  of  Gottlieb  and  Augusta  (Kotzerke)  Baker,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  thence  moved  to  West  Seneca,  where 
he  died  in  1880 ;  his  widow  still  survives  him.  Charles  Baker  was  educated  in  Buf- 
falo and  in  1892  married  Helena,  daughter  of  August  and  Elizabeth  Telschow,  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  one  daughter,  Ethel  J.  Mr.  Baker  is 
a  truck  gardener  and  is  now,  1897,  erecting  a  bicycle  factory  on  his  place,  He  is  a 
Republican,  and  the  family  attend  the  German  Reformed  church. 

Barlow,  William,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Windom,  was  born  in  England,  December  8, 
1833,  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Braithwate)  Barlow,  natives  of  England,  where  John 
was  a  hoop  maker  by  trade,  and  also  kept  hotel.  He  died  in  1862  and  his  widow  in 
1892.  Wilham  Barlow  emigrated  to  America  in  1854,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
entered  the  services  of  Prince's  melodeon  factory  and  remained  with  them  until  1873, 
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when  he  came  to  the  farm  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1860  he  married  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  Marcham,  natives  of  England.  John  emigrated 
to  America  in  1832,  bought  land  of  the  Ogden  Land  Company,  returned  to  England 
and  married  his  wife,  and,  returning,  took  up  his  residence  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  our  subject;  he  died  in  1873  and  his  widow  in  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Barlow 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  John  Bedford  and  William  James.  He  is  a  staunch  Re- 
publican and  has  served  two  terms  as  assessor. 

Kuhn,  James  A.,  West  Seneca,  was  born  October  28,  1847,  a  son  of  Henry  C.  and 
Susan  (Herzel)  Kuhn,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1843,  set- 
tling in  Buffalo  and  excepting  six  years  in  Wyoming  county  they  lived  in  Erie 
county  ;  he  died  in  1879;  his  wife  in  1886.  James  A.  Kuhn  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Buffalo  and  follows  the  occupation  of  farming  and  gardenmg.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  been  deputy  sheriff  one  term.  He  enlisted  in  1864  in  Co.  D,  187th  N. 
Y.  Vols.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  wounded  at  Hatcher's  Run. 
He  has  been  married  twice;  his  first  wife  was  Mary  Johnson,  whom  he  married  in 
1870,  and  his  second  marriage  was  to  Lena  Pitts,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Claren 
A.   The  family  attend  the  Reformed  church. 

Webster,  Thomas  B.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Webster's  Corners. — Erastus  D.  Web- 
ster was  born  in  the  town  of  Aurora,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  April  16,  1827.  He  was 
well  educated  and  in  1832  the  family  came  to  the  homestead  at  Webster's  Corners. 
He  was  a  printer  by  trade,  having  learned  that  art  in  the  Express  office  in  Buffalo. 
He  afterwards  owned  and  conducted  a  newspaper  at  Springville.  N.  Y.  He  be- 
came private  secretary  for  Secretary  Seward  during  the  first  Lincoln  administra- 
tion, was  appointed  by  Secretary  Seward  commissioner  to  turn  over  to  the  British 
government  Mason  and  Slidell,  who  were  made  special  commissioners  by  the 
Southern  Confederacy  to  England,  who  were  captured  illegally  by  our  navy ;  and 
was  afterwards  made  internal  revenue  collector  and  held  many  other  offices.  July  7, 
1849,  he  married  Helen  Bettensworth  of  Springville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  six  chil- 
dren: Frances,  Thomas  B,  (as  above),  Jennie,  Mary  E. ,  Anna  S.  and  Erastus  D. 
Frances  married  Martin  I.  Cooley  of  New  York  city  and  they  have  two  children, 
Grace  W.  and  Gifford  W. ;  Jennie  married  John  T.  Honeycutt,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Mary  W.  and  Francis  W. ;  Mary  E.  married  Major  James  L.  Lusk  of  the 
U.  S.  A.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eleanor  W. ;  Anna  S.  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen. Thomas  B.  Webster  has  been  a  ranchman  in  the  far  West  twenty  years,  and 
has  a  fine  collection  of  arms  and  other  curiosities.  The  family  are  related  to  Roger 
Williams  of  Rhode  Island. 

Wheeler,  Stephen,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Springbrook,  was  born  on  the  homestead 
in  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  June  9,  1845;  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  by 
occupation  is  a  farmer.  He  has  married  twice,  first  to  Agnes  Ward  of  Canada,  and 
they  had  four  children:  Emma,  Hattie,  Maud  and  Stephen,  jr.  Mrs,  Wheeler  died 
in  1880,  and  in  1884  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Elizabeth  Croning,  and  they  have  one  son, 
John  M.  Mr.  Wheeler's  father,  Paul  Wheeler,  was  born  in  the  township  of  North- 
bridge,  Worcester  county,  Mass.,  February  17,  1812,  and  came  to  East  Hamburg 
with  his  parents  in  1820,  when  that  town  was  but  a  wilderness  and  wild  beasts  were 
plentiful.    Paul  Wheeler  married  twice,  first  to  Hannah  Briggs,  and  they  had  eight 
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children:  Loretta  L.,  Susanna  A.,  Cordelia  E.,  Mary  E.,  Antoinette,  Stephen,  Lu- 
cinda  S.  and  Phoebe  L.  Mrs.  Wheeler  died  August  3,  1867,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Hannah  Adkms  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  died  August  30,  1878. 

Smith,  E.  Fitch,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  on  the  old  Smith 
homestead,  which  he  also  owns,  December  2,  1839.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  has  always  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming.  He  has  mar- 
ried twice,  first  in  1860,  to  Melissa  Coon,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Rose  S.  Mrs. 
Smith  died  in  1890,  and  November  9,  1892,  Mr.  Smith  married  Emma  Osburn  of  the 
town  of  Hamburg.  Rose  S.  married  Frank  E.  Murphy,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren: Josephine  R..  Jessie  S.,  Frank  E.,  jr.,  Alanson  V.  and  Lee  E.  Mr.  Smith  has 
held  the  office  of  highway  commissioner  one  term;  Mr.  Murphy  has  held  the  office 
eight  years ;  he  has  also  been  collector  two  terms.  Messrs.  Smith  and  Murphy  are 
thorough  Democrats. 

Saunders,  Samuel  R.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Hamburg,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  September  24,  1845.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
Poughkeepsie  Commercial  Academy.  His  early  life  was  devoted  to  farming,  and 
he  is  now  a  traveling  salesman.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  98th  Infy.,  and  was 
appointed  quartermaster-sergeant  of  the  regiment.  They  were  State  troops  and  did 
service  in  Elmira;  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865.  In  February,  1868,  he 
married  Adelia  Johnson  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Henry  B.,  who  is  well 
educated  and  is  a  general  newspaper  man.  Mr.  Saunders  is  a  member  of  J.  N. 
Swift  Post  No.  240,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hamburg,  also  of  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  625,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  his  political  choice  he  is  a  thorough 
Democrat.    Ancestry  of  family  is  Scotch  and  English  of  New  England  origin. 

Stebbins,  Alvin  D.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Royalton,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  December  20,  1833.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  February  15,  1860,  he  married 
Hannah  Green  and  they  have  two  children :  Frank  A.  and  Hollis  A.  Frank  A.  is 
the  farmer  at  home;  Hollis  A.  married  Sarah  Cluge,  and  they  have  one  son,  Abram 
K.  Mr.  Stebbins's  father,  Oliver  Stebbins,  was  born  in  Conway,  Mass.,  in  the  year 
1801;  he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  married  Laura  Dinsmore,  and  first  came  to  Middlesex,  and  soon  after  to  Niagara 
county.  They  had  nine  children:  John,  George  W.,  Hollis,  Cordelia,  Alvin  D., 
Asa,  William  and  Maryette.  Mr.  Stebbins  died  in  1878  and  his  wife  in  1874.  Mrs. 
Stebbins's  father,  Stephen  Green,  was  born  in  Washington  county  in  1807;  he  came 
to  Niagara  county  with  his  parents  when  seven  years  old  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools.  He  married  Arvilla  Griswold  and  they  had  five  children :  Sylvia, 
Salmon,  Harriet,  Emily  and  Hannah.    Mr.  Green  died  in  1873  and  his  wife  in  1842. 

Pike,  Mrs.  Cordeha,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park.— The  late  Albert  Pike 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1824.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  until  1892,  when  he 
conducted  a  livery  business  at  Orchard  Park,  and  also  ran  the  'bus  to  the  station, 
carrying  the  United  States  mail.  February  17,  1851,  he  married  Cordelia  C.  Cham- 
berlm,  and  they  had  six  children:  Lucern  F.,  Aurelia  A.  and  Ousselia  A.  (twins), 
Austin  A.,  Lottie  L.  and  Albert  A.  Lucern  married  Lora  J.  Holmes  and  they  have 
tt 
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three  children,  Adelbert  A.,  Jennie  and  Mabel  J. ;  Aurelia  A.  married  George  W. 
Briggs  and  they  have  three  children,  Norman,  Grace  C.  and  Ethel;  Lottie  L.  mar 
ried  Thomas  Farthing  and  they  have  one  son,  William;  Albert  A.  married  Mary 
Guanac  and  they  have  five  children.  Franklin  B.,  Albert  A.,  jr.,  George  W.,  Edwin 
and  Florence.  Mr,  Pike  died  March  4,  1887.  Mr.  Pike's  father,  Isaiah,  was  born  in 
Plymouth,  N.  H.,  in  1788.  He  married  Charlotte  Hecox  and  came  to  Buffalo  in  1812, 
locating  in  the  town  of  Concord.  They  had  seven  children :  Almia,  Asbra,  Uria, 
Albert  (as  above),  Sophina  C,  Cyrenia  and  Nathaniel.  He  died  in  1866  and  his 
widow  in  1868.  Mrs.  Pike's  father.  Palmer  C.  Chamberlin,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1803.  He  married  Miss  Davis  and  they  had  four  children:  Cordelia  C.  (as 
above).  Franklin  F.,  Chauncy  C.  and  George  W.  He  died  in  1865  and  his  widow 
in  1873. 

Michael,  Mrs.  Caroline,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Reserve. — The  late  John  Michael  was 
born  in  Hessen,  near  Frankfort,  Germany,  in  1831 ;  he  was  educated  there  and  emi- 
grated to  America  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  locating  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg. 
In  1855  he  married  Caroline  Reichert,  formerly  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  they  had 
ten  children:  John  G.,  Louise  C,  Emma,  Phoebe,  Charles  F. ,  Benjamin,  Levi,  Lil- 
lie  M.,  Ella  and  Caroline  P.  J.  Ella  died  in  her  fifth  year;  Charles  F.  married 
Francis  Reppien  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Caroline ;  Benjamin  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Reichert  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children,  Arthur  and  Mildred ; 
Levi  married  Anna  Haff  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Frances;  Phoebe 
married  Irving  Buck  of  St,  Louis,  and  they  have  one  son,  Irving,  jr. ;  Caroline  P.  J. 
married  Henry  Glaney  of  Gardenville.  Mr.  Michael  died  March  18,  1886.  Mrs. 
Michael's  father,  Jacob  Reichert,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1803.  He  married 
Caroline  Fritz  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  five  children:  George  J.,  Jacob, 
Charles  F.,  Frederick  and  Caroline  (as  above).  The  family  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1847,  and  located  in  West  Seneca. 

Massing,  John,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  West  Falls,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1860 ;  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  has  a  milk  route 
in  Buffalo  and  has  also  been  in  the  meat  business  and  is  now  a  farmer  in  the  town  of 
East  Hamburg.  May  16,  1882,  he  married  Barbara  Schill  of  Buffalo,  formerly  of 
Germany,  and  they  have- five  children:  Julia  M.,  Charles  J.,  Wilhelmina  C,  Ernest 
P.  and  Harry  G.  Mr.  Massing's  father,  William  Massing,  was  born  in  Germany, 
September  20,  1833;  he  was  educated  there  and  came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  in 
Buffalo.  He  married  Margaret  Schliwiess  of  Buffalo,  formerly  of  Germany,  and 
they  had  four  sons:  William,  John  (as  above),  Henry  and  Peter.  Both  father  and 
mother  are  living  at  this  date,  1897.  Mrs.  Massing's  father,  John  Schill,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1821 ;  he  married  Mary  A.  Roller  of  his  native  place  and  came  to  America 
in  1867,  locating  in  Buffalo.  They  had  seven  children:  Christina,  Jacob,  John, 
George,  Barbara,  Charles  and  Henry.  Mr.  Schill  died  in  1890  and  his  wife  in  1876. 
Mr.  Massing  in  his  political  choice  is  a  thorough  Republican. 

Knoche,  William,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Tonawanda, 
N.  Y.,  September  1,  1854;  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  March  11,  1879,  he  married  Lucy  L.  Marquartof  the  town  of  Lancaster, 
tmd  they  had  eight  children.  Edward  L.,  Frank  W.,  Nellie  M.,  Lillie  E.,  Harvey 
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A.,  Elmer  J.,  Laura  L.  and  Alice  R.  Mr.  Knoche's  father,  Michael  Knoche,  was 
born  in  Alsace,  France  (now  Germany),  in  1820,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  parents  when  ten  years  old;  they  located  in  Tonawanda.  He  married  Catherine 
Zurbrick,  formerly  of  Germany,  and  they  had  seven  children:  George,  Michael,  jr., 
Catherine,  Caroline,  Philip,  William  and  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Knoche  died  March  30, 
1897,  and  had  she  lived  until  April  1  their  married  life  would  have  been  fifty-two 
years ;  Mr.  Knoche  survives  at  this  date,  1897. 

Hambleton,  Herbert  E.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  March  30,  1861.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  is  a  general  merchant  with  his  father.  May  28,  1885,  he  married  Flora  L  Baker, 
and  they  have  two  sons:  L.  Guy  and  Roscoe  L.  Mr.  Hambleton's  father,  Christo- 
pher, was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  February  8,  1825.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  merchant  in  Buffalo,  afterward  a  farmer.  In  1876  he  opened  a 
general  mercantile  business  at  Orchard  Park,  where  he  has  continued  until  now, 
with  his  son,  Herbert  E.,  as  general  manager.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  two  terms  and  was  postmaster  nine  years.  He  served  his  country  in  the  State 
militia  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  October  4,  1848,  he  married  Susan  J.  Hambleton,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Hattie  (died  in  her  sixth  year)  and  Herbert  E.  (as  above). 
His  father  was  Samuel,  son  of  Aaron,  son  of  Stephen,  son  of  James,  who  was  the 
first  known  ancestor  in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  in  1751, 

Hodson,  Edward  H.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
England,  May  20,  1855,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1868,  locating  in 
the  town  of  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  is  a  farmer  by  occupation.  October  20,  1880,  he  married  Ida  M.  Woodruff  and 
they  have  five  children :  Emma  M.,  Frank  E,,  Bessie,  Jessie  M.  and  J.  Leeman. 
Mr.  Hodson's  father,  John,  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  England  in  1820.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Mann  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  four  children:  Ehzabeth,  Ed- 
ward H.  (as  above),  Anna  C.  and  John  W.  Mr.  Hodson  died  October  14,  1888,  and 
his  widow  survives  at  this  date,  1897. 

Hart,  Henry  J..  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Webster's  Corners,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  May  16,  1853;  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  now  a  farmer  and 
market  gardener.  October  19,  1871,  he  married  Annie  K.  Treeby  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  six  children:  Minnie  E.  (now  Mrs.  William  P.  Beck  of  Orchard  Park,  N. 
Y.),  Charles  H.,  Allen  J.,  WilHam  N.,  Elmer  B.  and  Milton  S.  Mr.  Hart's  father, 
Henry,  was  born  in  England  in  1823.  In  1845  he  married  Mary  A.  Burgess  and  came 
to  America,  locating  in  Buff alo ;  they  had  nine  children :  Burgess,  Susan  E.,  Eliza- 
beth, Henry,  Allen,  Mary  E.,  Godfrey  G..  Minnie  and  Alice  S.  Mr,  Hart  died  March 
8,  1888,  and  his  wife  on  March  1,  1888.  Mrs.  Hart's  father,  Charles  Treeby,  was  born 
in  Switzerland,  in  1832.  He  married  Elizabeth  Senn  of  his  native  place,  and  they 
had  eight  children:  Elizabeth,  Anna  K.,  Mary,  Emma,  Nicholas,  Charles,  Louise 
and  Carrie.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treeby  are  both  living  at  this  date,  1897. 

Duer,  Barton  E.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  at  Black  Rock, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  October  2,  1833,  and  came  to  East  Hamburg  with  his  parents 
when  six  months  old.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  and  he 
together  with  his  eldest  son  are  among  the  successful  farmers  of  the  town.    July  5, 
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1856,  he  married  Sarah  A.  Frick  of  this  county,  and  they  had  four  children:  Merrill 
F.,  William  (who  died  at  the  age  of  five  months),  Blanche  (who  died  in  her  second 
year)  and  Mabel  V.,  who  has  taught  school  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  State  Normal 
of  Buffalo.  Merrill  F.  married  Eva  E.  Duel  and  they  have  two  children,  Byron  E. 
and  Edith  M.  Mr.  Duer's  father,  William  Duer,  was  born  in  Schoharie  county  in 
1798  and  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  in  1809  and  later  to  Black  Rock  in  1812. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  running  away  at  the  age  of  fourteen ;  he  was  m 
the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane  and  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
married  Betsey  Zimmerman  and  they  had  six  children :  Catherine  M.  (died  young), 
Elizabeth,  Harriet  C.  (died  young).  Barton  E.  (as  above),  Helen  M.  and  John  W. 
Mr.  Duer  died  in  1876  and  his  widow  in  1895.  Mrs,  Duer's  father,  Martin  Frick, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1808  and  came  to  Erie  county  when  a  young  man.  He 
married  Catherine  Miller  and  they  had  ten  children,  two  died  in  infancy  and  eight 
survived:  Susan,  Joseph,  Barbara,  Martin,  Sarah  A. ,  Daniel,  Catherine  and  Edward. 
Mr.  Frick  died  in  1884.  and  his  widow  died  just  six  weeks  later. 

Darrow,  Louise  M. ,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Henry  P.  Dar- 
row,  East  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1808.  His  parents  moved  to  Oswego 
county  when  he  was  a  boy,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  came 
to  Buffalo  with  his  brother  Noyes  when  a  very  young  man  and  became  proprietor  of 
the  Darrow  Elevator.  He  was  also  in  company  with  C.  E.  Bristol  in  the  forwarding 
and  commission  business;  they  also  had  a  fleet  of  vessels  on  the  lake.  He  married 
Josephine  Stacy  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Louise  M.,  who  married 
O.  H.  P.  Champlin.  Mr.  Darrow  died  August  2,  1852,  and  his  widow  August  23, 
1895.  Mrs.  Darrow's  grandfather,  John  Stacy,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  on 
the  frontier.  . 

Caswell,  Alderson  H.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Douglass,  Worcester  county,  Mass.,  October  4,  1821,  and  came  to  New  York  State 
with  his  parents  when  two  years  old,  they  locating  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Caswell  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  three  years  i:',  the  West,  has  always  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of 
farming.  October  12,  1849,  he  married  CordeHa  Jones  of  the  town  of  East  Ham- 
burg, and  they  had  six  children:  Frank  (died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months),  Wallace 
(died  at  the  age  of  four  months),  Nellie  E.,  Ida  M.  (died  at  the  age  of  eight  years), 
Howard  H.  (died  at  the  age  of  six  years)  and  Ida  M.  2d.  Ida  M.  married  John  E. 
Willis,  and  they  have  two  children,  Eva  M.  and  Howard  M.  ;  Nellie  E.  since  the 
death  of  her  mother,  on  March  26,  1896,  has  presided  over  her  father's  household. 
Mr.  Caswell  in  his  political  choice  is  a  thorough  Democrat  and  has  held  the  office  of 
assessor  of  his  town  six  years.  His  father,  Noah  B.  Caswell,  was  born  at  the  old 
home  in  Massachusetts  in  1795;  in  1818  he  married  Anna  Jefferson,  and  they  had  ten 
children:  Sovalla,  Hannah,  Alderson  H.  (as  above),  Noah  B.,  Seth  J.,  Oscar,  Caro- 
line M.,  Adeline  O.,  Allen  B.  and  a  baby  girl  not  named.  Mr.  Caswell  died  in  1866, 
and  his  widow  in  1871. 

Chandler,  Sarah  I.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park. — The  late  Isaac  Chandler 
was  born  on  the  homestead  near  Deuel's  Corners,  May  25,  1825.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  he  followed  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming-, 
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February  15,  1854,  he  married  Sarah  I.  Eddy,  and  they  had  six  children:  George  W., 
Joseph,  Mary  E.,  Hattie  C,  Nettie  and  Alice  E,  Joseph,  Alice  and  Mary  are  dead; 
George  W.  is  the  farmer  at  home  for  his  mother;  Nettie  is  married  and  lives  in 
Aurora  and  had  two  children.  Warren,  died  in  infancy,  and  Walter;  Hattie  E.  mar- 
ried Lincoln  Willett  and  they  had  one  son,  Charles.  Mr.  Chandler  was  a  soldier  of 
the  late  war  at  Harrisburg  and  Elmira,  under  Colonel  Abbott.  He  died  July  12, 
1896.  His  father,  Isaac  Chandler,  was  born  February  1,  1766,  and  married  Betsey 
Turner,  and  they  had  two  children,  Isaac  (as  above)  and  Joseph  M.,  who  was  born 
August  23,  1829.  Mr.  Chandler  died  February  26,  1841;  he  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  honorably  discharged.  Mrs.  Chandler's  father, 
John  Eddy,  was  born  in  East  Hamburg,  March  25,  1798.  He  married  Harriet  Wil- 
gers  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  six  children:  William  W.,  John  A.,  Mary  E.,  Sarah  I., 
Cornelia  and  Eliza.    Mr.  Eddy  died  in  1847  and  his  wife  in  1846. 

Cole,  James,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Ellicott,  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y.,  June  20,  1808.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  came 
to  this  town  with  his  parents  when  an  infant.  He  has  been  a  successful  farmer  and 
retired  in  1880.  January  19,  1837,  he  married  Almira  Francis,  and  they  had  three 
children;  Nelson  W.,  born  October  31,  1838;  Oscar,  born  November  25,  1846,  and 
Helen,  died  in  infancy.  Nelson  W.  married  Josephine  Blackmar,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Herman  B.,  who  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Hamburg,  and  Oscar  married  Mary 
M.  Francis,  and  they  have  four  children:  James  F.,  Charles  H.,  Clarence  C.  and 
Jessie.  Mr.  Cole's  father,  Edward  Cole,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1782.  He 
married  Chloe  Griffin,  and  they  had  twelve  children.  Jonathan,  Ambrose,  James  (as 
above),  Edwin,  Martin,  Henry,  Calvin,  Pamelia,  Alathaer,  Lizzie,  Sarah  A.  and 
Phebe.  Mr.  Cole  died  in  1868  and  his  wife  in  1840.  Mrs.  Cole's  father,  Charles  H. 
Francis,  w^as  born  in  East  Hamburg,  in  November,  1808.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  married  twice,  first  to  Mary  Pomroy  and  had  two  sons,  Morris  J. 
andAbram  v.,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Laura  Darling,  and  they  had 
three  daughters:  Mary  M.,  Laura  and  Josephine.  Mr.  Francis  died  March  2,  1888, 
and  his  wife  in  November,  1879. 

Colvin,  Albert  Dwight,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Hamburg. — Mr.  Colvin's  father,  Amos 
Colvin,  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  of  East  Hamburg,  March  8,  1829. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  early  day  and  in  early  life  was  a  house  painter 
and  decorator,  afterwards  a  farmer.  May  28,  1857,  he  married  Maryette  Wheelock 
of  his  native  town,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Albert  D.  and  Edwin  R.  Albert  D.  was 
well  educated  and  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  January  1,  1896.  He 
married  Sarah  H.  Sowle  of  the  town  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have  two  daughters, 
Mabel  M.  and  Clara  M.  Edwin  R.  married  twice,  first  to  Maud  Eddy  of  Hamburg, 
and  they  had  one  daughter,  Ethel  M.,  who  died  m  infancy.  Mrs.  Colvin  died  in  1889 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Lillian  M.  Rector.  Amos  Colvin's  father,  Amos, 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1784,  and  came  to  Erie  county  when  a  young  man.  He 
married  Sarah  Sprague  of  his  native  town,  and  they  had  eleven  children.  He  died 
in  1835  and  his  widow  in  1875.  Mrs.  Colvin's  father,  Albert  Wheelock,  was  born  in 
Vermont  m  1805,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  when  seven  years  old. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  day,  and  was  a  carpenter,  joiner  and  farmer. 
He  married  Lena  Clark,  and  they  had  five  children:  Laura,  Maryette,  William  H., 
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H.  Oscar  and  a  baby  boy  not  named.  Mr.  Wheelockdied  June  8,  1875,  and  his  widow- 
January  25,  1894.  Pioneers  of  the  Colvin  family  settled  in  East  Hamburg  as  early 
as  1804.  In  their  political  choice  they  are  staunch  Republicans.  Mrs.  Maryette 
Colvin's  grandfather,  Silas  Wheelock,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Briggs,  Miles  P.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Golden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  January  17,  1848.  The  family  moved  to  the  town  of 
Aurora  when  he  was  a  child,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools;  he  has 
been  in  the  lumber  trade  at  Spring  Brook  and  East  Hamburg  many  years,  having 
saw  mills  in  both  places;  he  is  also  one  of  the  town's  efficient  farmers.  August  24, 
1867,  he  married  Antoinette  Wheeler,  and  they  had  four  children :  Florence  J.,  Frank 
W. ,  Arthur  L.  and  Robert  P.  Florence  J.  was  educated  in  East  Aurora  Academy, 
and  Frank  W.  and  Arthur  L.  are  graduates  of  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Briggs  died  March  29,  1890.  Mr.  Briggs  was  lieutenant  in 
Co.  I,  98th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
his  political  choice  he  is  a  staunch  Republican ;  the  family  were  of  the  Friends  de- 
nomination. His  father,  Benjamin  Briggs,  was  born  in  Rhode  Jsland  about  the  year 
1802,  and  came  to  this  county  with  his  mother  when  a  boy.  In  1833  he  married  Ruth 
BufEum.  and  they  had  nine  children:  Mary,  Sarah,  Sophia,  Richard,  Miles  P. 
(as  above),  EHzabeth,  Charlotte,  Candace  and  Harriet.  Mr.  Briggs  died  in  1862  and 
his  widow  in  1893. 

Briggs,  George  W.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Collins,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  October  10,  1831.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  has  had  a  variety  of  occupations ;  in  early  life  he  was  a  farmer  and  taught  school 
several  terms.  He  became  a  resident  of  East  Hamburg  in  1881,  and  the  following 
year  began  to  sell  agricultural  implements,  fertiHzers,  cement,  hardware,  paints,  oils, 
carriages  and  wagons,  and  his  business  has  steadily  mcreased,  until  now  he  is  carry- 
ing on  a  successful  and  lucrative  trade.  He  has  served  the  county  as  deputy  sheriff 
twelve  years,  under  Koch,  Gilbert  and  Jenkins;  he  was  elected  twice  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  serving  one  full  term.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  the 
town  and  resigned  the  office  of  justice;  he  was  defeated  for  supervisor  in  1890,  but 
was  elected  m  1891,  re-elected  every  year  from  1892  to  1897  mclusive.  He  has 
served  on  important  committees  through  the  several  terms  and  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  board  ia  1896  and  1897.  December  29,  1895,  he  married  Auselia  E.  Pike  of 
the  town  of  Concord,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  children :  Norman  E., 
Grace  C.  and  Ethel  O.  Mr.  Briggs's  father,  Isaac,  was  born  in  Old  Hamburg,  Janu- 
ary 2,  1817;  in  1850  he  married  Margaret  M.  McMichael,  and  they  had  six  children: 
George  W.  (as  above),  Burlinton  M.,  Eldridge  I.,  Horace  M.,  Elmer  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen),  and  a  baby  not  named.  The  family  have  authentic 
figures  of  its  origin  dating  to  1540.  Mr.  Briggs  is  a  member  of  Zion  Lodge,  No.  514, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Orchard  Park;  of  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  70,  R.  A.  M.,  of -Buffalo;  of 
Lake  Erie  Commandery  No.  26,  K.  T.,  of  Buffalo;  and  Ismalia  Temple  A.  A.  O.  N. 
M.  S.  and  of  East  Aurora  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Benzing,  Adam  J.,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Orchard  Park,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  July  29,  1846,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  in  1848.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  where  he  conducted  a  coal  business 
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for  thirteen  years  and  is  still  interested  therein,  also  in  manufacturing  ice  and  cold 
storage,  together  with  an  interest  in  the  Beck  Brewing  Company.  In  1887  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  the  town  of  East  Hamburg  and  devotes  his  time  to  improved 
farming.  In  1869  he  married  Caroline  Beck  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Charles  F.,  Magnus  and  Flora.  Charles  F.  married  Nellie  Gill  of  Buffalo; 
Magnus  married  Alice  Pemberton.  Mr.  Benzing's  father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  1818;  he  married  Elizabeth  Midert  of  his  native  place,  and  they  had  eight 
children:  Elizabeth,  Adam  J.  (as  above),  Christine,  Jacob,  jr.,  Frederick,  Emma, 
Kate  and  John.  Mrs.  Benzing  died  in  1883  and  he  survives  at  this  date,  1897.  Adam 
Benzing  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No,  696,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Adytum 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  In  his  political  choice  he  is  an  independent  Republican.  The 
family  attend  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

Benning,  Henry,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Ellicott,  was  born  in  Alton,  Holland,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1825.  He  was  educated  in  their  schools  and  came  to  America  in  the  year 
1851,  locating  first  in  Springville,  afterwards  in  Buffalo.  In  1854  he  came  to  the 
town  of  East  Hamburg,  and  October  11,  1859,  he  married  Agnes  Yakle  of  this 
town,  formerly  of  Germany,  They  had  four  children:  Mary,  Edward  D. ,  Annie  R, 
and  Lydia  A.  Mary  married  Adam  Horn  of  Batavia,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Rosa  L.  and  a  baby  boy  not  named ;  Edward  D,  married  Lizzie  Seim  of  the  town  of 
Aurora,  and  they  have  five  daughters,  Edith  E.,  Jessie  K.,  Edna  M.,  Lulu  L.,  and 
Grace  A. ;  Annie  R,  married  Elsworth  B.  Curtis  of  Webster's  Corners,  and  they 
have  three  daughters,  Ruth,  Sarah  and  Lydia;  the  youngest  daughter  resides  at 
home.  The  family  are  members  of  the  German  Evangelical  church  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ning has  held  the  following  offices  in  church:  Deacon,  trustee,  class  leader  and 
superintendent  of  Sabbath  school.  In  his  political  choice  Mr.  Benning  is  a  thorough 
Republican  and  has  resided  on  his  homestead  thirty-three  years. 

Barber,  Theodore,  East  Hamburg,  p,  o.  ElHcott,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
burg before  its  division,  August  6,  1826,  He  was  educated  in  the  log  school  house 
and  afterwards  in  the  district  schools  and  follows  the  honorable  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. F'ebruary  14,  1858,  he  married  Mervina  Cartright,  formerly  of  England,  and 
they  had  three  children:  Emma,  Lina  C.  and  David,  who  died  in  his  ninth  year. 
Emma  resides  in  the  West  and  Lina  C.  married  Franklin  Willard  of  East  Hamburg. 
Mr.  Barber's  father,  John  Barber,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1779;  h^i  came  to 
Hamburg  in  1804.  He  married  Betsey  Francis  of  Cayuga  county,  and  they  had 
eleven  children :  Annie,  Roswell,  David,  Philetus,  Lyman,  Ambrose,  Theodore  (as 
above),  Pollv,  Eliza,  Emily  and  John,  who  died  young.  Mr.  Barber  died  in  1868 
and  his  widow  in  1874.  Mrs.  Barber's  father,  William  Cartright,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1780.  He  married  Mary  A.  Moss  of  his  native  place,  and  they  came  to 
America  in  1838.    He  died  in  1854  and  his  widow  m  1866. 

Bowers,  John,  East  Hamburg,  p.  o.  Reserve,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  De- 
cember 8,  1830,  where  he  was  educated  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  July  12, 
1849,  he  married  Susanna  Holman  of  his  native  place,  and  they  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica the  same  year,  locating  in  East  Hamburg,  N.  Y.  They  had  six  children:  Henry 
H.,  Conrad  W.,  Louise  B.,  John  M.,  Kate  C.  and  Hattie  D.  Henry  H.  married 
Josephine  Reef  (died  in  February,  1894),  and  they  had  five  children,  Amelia,  Anna, 
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Arthur,  Henry  and  Herbert;  Conrad  W.  married  Anna  Allen,  and  they  have  three 
sons,  Clyde,  Henry  and  Allen;  Louise  B.  married  Andrew  Yox,  jr.,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Laura  J.  and  Milton  D.  Mr.  Bowers's  father,  Adam  Bowers,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Germany,  and  married  Dora  Genlein  of  his  native  place; 
they  had  four  children :  Valentine,  John  (as  above),  Margaret  and  Elizabeth.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowers  are  both  deceased.  Mrs.  Bow^ers's  father,  Baldazer  Holman,  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  and  married  Margaret  Struebel,  and  they  had  eight  children:  An- 
drew, Lawrence,  John,  Michael,  Susanna  (as  above),  Margaret,  Mary  and  Dora. 

Schwinger,  Christoff,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  old  representatives  and  successful 
business  men  of  Tonawanda,  Erie  county.  He  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
October  22,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Schwinger.  He  attended 
the  schools  in  his  native  place  and  worked  on  a  farm  with  his  father.  In  1840,  when 
a  boy  of  about  sixteen,  he  came  to  America  alone,  being  preceded  by  twelve  years 
by  an  older  brother.  He  came  direct  to  Tonawanda  and  soon  found  employment  at 
various  occupations,  such  as  farming,  canal  boating,  etc.  He  was  industrious  and 
saving,  and  in  1857  bought  a  farm  in  Wheatfield,  Niagara  county,  and  has  since  then 
owned  numerous  other  farms.  He  now  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  155  acres  joining 
Tonawanda  village.  He  later  identified  himself  in  the  brewing  business,  in  which 
he  is  still  interested,  owning  |25,000  in  stock  in  the  Brush  Brewing  Company  of 
Tonawanda.  In  1875,  with  Edward  Evans,  he  organized  the  banking  house  of 
Evans  &  Schwinger;  in  1886  the  name  was  changed  to  The  State  Bank.  In  1889  Mr. 
Schwinger  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  bank,  which  office  he  still  holds,  being 
also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  He  is  proprietor  and  superintendent  of  a  liv- 
ery stable,  owns  four  stores  and  numerous  other  buildings  in  the  village,  and  is  one 
of  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  Tonawanda  Gas  Company.  In  politics  Mr. 
Schwinger  is  a  Republican ;  he  served  his  town  two  terms  as  supervisor,  has  been  vil- 
lage trustee,  and  was  president  of  the  board  of  village  school  trustees  for  six  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Sarah  Kopp,  by  whom  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Walter  Brock)  of  Buffalo, 
was  born ;  his  second  wife  was  Susan  Kopp,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Sarah  (Mrs.  William  Warren),  of  Tonawanda. 

Cronyn,  John,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1827,  and 
was  educated  under  his  father,  at  a  monastry  school  in  Cork,  under  private  tutors  at 
Knox  College  and  at  the  University  of  Toronto  in  Canada.  He  passed  the  examina- 
tion in  medicine  at  the  latter  institution  in  1850,  but  did  not  take  his  degree  on  ac- 
count of  the  test  oath,  which  required  all  graduates  to  subscribe  to  the  thirty-nine 
articles;  being  a  Roman  Catholic  he  refused  to  do  this,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged 
to  go  before  the  Provincial  Licensing  Board,  which  admitted  him  to  practice.  A  few 
years  later,  the  Canadian  government  having  removed  all  sectarian  restrictions,  he 
applied  for  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  his  thesis  being  awarded  the  chancel- 
lor's prize.  He  practiced  at  Fort  Erie  with  uninterrupted  success  until  about  1859, 
serving  also  as  local  superintendent  of  schools  for  several  years  and  being  elected 
reeve.  Removing  thence  to  Buffalo  he  rapidly  won  a  high  reputation,  and  to-day 
he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  foremost  physicians  in  Western  New  York. 
For  more  that  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Buffalo  Hos- 
pital of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  serving  first  as  surgeon  and  latterly  as  physician  in 
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chief.  He  was  for  eight  years  marine  surgeon  of  the  Port  of  Buffalo,  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Buffalo  City  and  Erie  County  Medical  Societies  and  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Association.  In  1883  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  of  which  he  is  president  of  the  faculty 
and  professor  of  principles  and  practice  of  medicine.  This  university  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  in  1888  and  that  of  LL.  D.  in  1893.  Dr.  Cronyn  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital  (of  which  he 
was  several  years  the  president)  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Ontario  Medical 
Association. 

Will,  John  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  near  Berlin,  Germany,  May  5,  1865,  and  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  Frederick  and  Mary  (Witte)  Will,  in  1870.  The  family  set- 
tled in  Buffalo,  where  Mr.  Will  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Business  College  ;  afterward  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  Rail- 
road eight  years  and  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  nearly  eight  years,  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  claim  agent  and  tracer.  In  1893  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother  William  C.  Will,  and  engaged  in  the  produce  commission  business  at 
147  Michigan  street,  where  they  have  one  of  the  most  successful  houses  of  the  kind 
in  the  city.  Mr.  Will  is  an  enterprising,  progressive  and  popular  business  man, 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  collector  of  insects,  and  for 
some  time  has  been  a  valued  contributor  to  "  Natural  Science."  In  1890  he  married 
Mary  Strebel  and  they  have  three  children. 

Sims,  Orin  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Jane  (Cronkhite)  Sims,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Royalton,  near  Royalton  Center,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y. ,  August  27, 
1860,  and  recived  a  common  school  education  in  his  native  town.  He  hrst  engaged 
in  farming  and  afterward  was  for  two  years  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Royalton 
Center,  where  he  began  mercantile  business  for  himself  in  January,  1882.  After 
conducting  a  successful  trade  for  six  years  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Akron,  Erie 
county,  where  he  established  the  Akron  Produce  Company  and  for  five  years  was 
engaged  in  the  general  produce  business.  In  1893  he  established  the  Buffalo  branch 
of  the  Ferrin  Brothers  Company,  incorporated,  whose  general  office  is  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  and  he  has  since  been  the  general  manager  with  headquarters  at  82  and  84 
West  Market  street.  This  firm  is  among  the  largest  wholesale  produce  dealers  in 
in  the  country  and  has  several  branches  in  Western  New  York  and  Michigan.  Mr. 
Sims  is  an  able  business  man  and  enjoys  a  wide  and  popular  acquaintance.  He  is  a 
member  of  Akron  Lodge,  No.  212,  I.  O.  O.  F.  October  19,  1881,  he  married  Clara 
D.  Zimmerman,  of  Royalton  Center,  and  they  have  two  children,  Clarence  P.  and 
Flora  A. 

Rogers,  Harry  E.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Bradley  D.  and  Mary  L.  (Williams)  Rogers, 
natives  of  New  England,  who  settled  in  Buffalo  in  the  years  1852  and  1835  respect- 
ively. He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Randolph  College,  and  after 
spending  some  time  in  the  west  returned  to  Buffalo,  w^here  he  has  since  resided,  and 
where  he  engaged  in  the  produce  commission  business  in  company  with  his  brother, 
Charles  O.  Rogers.  They  have  since  conducted  the  successful  and  well  known  com- 
mission house  at  102  West  Market  street. 

Drummer,  Martin,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Walburger  Drummer,  was  born  in 
uu 
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Koeshing,  Germany,  November  11,  1849.  When  he  was  three  years  of  age  his  pa- 
rents emigated  to  America  and  settled  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Hamburg  Academy.  His  first  business  experience 
was  in  the  grocery  store  of  L.  Holzborn,  of  Buffalo,  m  whose  employ  he  continued 
for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  and  whom  he  succeeded  in  1893,  when  he  organ- 
ized the  present  firm  of  Drummer  &  Smith,  which  is  now  one  of  the  leading  grocery 
houses  in  the  southern  section  of  the  city.  Mr.  Drummer  was  married  September 
25,  1879,  to  Mary  Doettrell,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children :  Louis  R., 
Estella  M.  and  Martin  G. 

Fairchild,  Joseph  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Waterloo,  Seneca  county,  N.  Y.,  April 
3,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Gen.  Caleb  Fairchild  and  Aurelia  Maltby,  his  wife.  He  pre- 
pared for  college  at  the  Waterloo  Academy  and  under  private  tutors,  advancing  as 
far  as  the  Sophomore  year,  but  abandoned  the  idea  of  a  collegiate  training  and  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Talcott  &  Love,  of  Buffalo,  where  he 
remained  four  years,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1853.  Since  then  he  has  been 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Fairchild  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  foremost  lawyers  in  Western  New  York.  He  was 
appointed  by  Chief  Justice  Chase  register  in  bankruptcy  in  the  United  States  courts 
in  1867,  and  since  1876  has  also  been  a  United  States  commissioner.  He  was  super- 
visor of  the  old  Tenth  ward  for  several  years,  and  for  about  seven  years  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Buffalo  Park  Commission,  serving  on  the  committee  on  grounds  and 
buildings.  He  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tion and  its  successor,  the  Buffalo  Library,  being  a  life  member,  and  with  S.  V.  R. 
Watson  was  largely  instrumental  in  purchasing  the  property  (formerly  occupied  by 
the  association)  where  the  Iroquois  Hotel  now  stands.  He  is  also  a  life  member  of 
Ancient  I^andmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A,  M.,  and  a  charter  member  of  Adytum 
Chapter,  No.  235,  R.  A.  M.    In  1862  he  married  Anna  E.  Dennison,  of  Buffalo. 

Goetz,  George  E. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  and  Dora  (Sand)  Goetz,  was  born  in  Orange- 
viUe,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  December  15,  1860.  He  was  educated  at  the  Warsaw 
high  school,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1881,  and  for  two  years  was  employed  in  the  grocery 
store  of  Frank  J.  Miller.  In  1883  he  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business  at  the 
corner  of  Michigan  street  and  Glenwood  avenue,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
He  then  removed  to  25  East  Market  street  and  with  his  brother  Henry  L.  established 
the  present  firm  of  Goetz  Brothers.  Mr.  Goetz  is  a  man  of  wide  business  experience 
and  a  popular  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  married  November  26,  1885, 
to  Elizabeth  Sauer  of  Buffalo,  and  their  children  are  Carl  H.,  Edwine  L.,  Elmer  J. 
and  Clarence  E. 

Smith,  Lewis  George,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Gideon  and  Helen  (Milroy) 
Smith,  and  was  born  at  Glanford,  Ontario,  Canada,  in  1856.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood on  the  farm  and  in  brick-making.  After  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Ontario  he  entered,  in  1879,  the  Brantford  Collegiate  Institute,  where  he  took  a 
special  preparatory  course  with  a  view  of  studying  medicine.  In  1880  he  passed 
most  creditable  examinations,  and  in  1882  he  entered  Victoria  University  at 
Coburg,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  M.  D.  and  C.  M.  in  1885.  He  also  took  the 
fellowship  degree  from  the  Toronto  School  of  Medicine,  practiced  his  profession  for 
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one  year  with  his  brother,  and  in  1886  passed  the  examination  and  received  his 
license  degree  from  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Ontario.  Dr.  Smith  obtained  his 
education  by  his  own  efforts,  practicing  the  principle  that  money  must  be  earned  be- 
fore it  is  expended.  His  career  up  to  this  time  was  one  of  untiring  industry  against 
limited  means;  beginning  active  practice  in  Canada  he  soon  rose  to  prominence, 
and  in  1888  sought  a  broader  field  in  Buffalo,  where  his  ability  and  personal  qualifi- 
cations have  placed  him  among  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  city. 
Since  coming  here  he  has  been  in  successful  practice  at  300  Elk  street.  He  is  a  man 
of  public  spirit  and  enterprise,  and  a  thorough  student  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare of  mankind.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Ontario 
College  of  Pharmacy,  and  the  Odd  Fellows. 

Kane,  Joseph  J.,  M.  A.,  M.  D,,  Buffalo,  son  of  Patrick  M.  and  Mary  E.  (Fowler) 
Kane,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  24,  1870.  After  receiving  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  St.  Joseph's  College  he  determined  to  fit  him- 
self for  the  medical  profession.  With  this  end  in  view  he  entered  Manhattan  Col- 
lege, New  York  city,  and  was  graduated  in  1889  with  honors,  taking  the  degree  of 
M.  A.  He  then  entered  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University  and  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1882.  Immediately  after  graduation  he  was  appomted 
resident  physician  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital  at  Rochester.  The  following  year  he 
established  his  present  practice  on  Elk  street  in  Buffalo.  Dr.  Kane  is  medical  ex- 
aminer for  several  well  known  fraternal  organizations,  and  for  three  consecutive 
years  has  been  honored  with  the  appointment  as  supreme  medical  examiner  for  the 
Knights  of  St.  John.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society. 

King,  Henry  M.,  Buffalo,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  King  &  Walker,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  October  31,  1854.  After  leaving  the  public  schools  he  entered  the  King 
Iron  Works,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  machinist's  trade.  After 
serving  his  time  there  he  followed  the  great  lakes  for  twelve  years.  He  then  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  chief  engineer  for  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron 
Company  at  Cheektowaga.  In  1891  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  R.  T.  Walker.  This  firm  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  machine  shops  and  en- 
gineer's supply  stores  in  Buffalo,  and  its  members  enjoy  an  enviable  reputation  as 
expert  machinists.  Mr.  King  was  married  in  December,  1879,  to  Harriet  M.  Ber- 
nard, and  they  have  two  children,  Jennette  C.  and  George  H.  Mr.  King  is  a  mem- 
ber of  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Dooley,  Edward  M.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  August  25,  1860. 
Passing  through  the  excellent  educational  training  given  by  the  public  schools  of 
that  city,  he  entered  St.  John's  College  at  Fordham,  and  completed  his  classical  edu- 
cation at  Niagara  Universty,  where  he  entered  the  medical  department  and  in  1890 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  After  graduation  he  received  the  appointment  of  resi- 
dent surgeon  to  the  Buffalo  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  The  following  year 
he  established  his  present  practice  on  Louisiana  street  He  is  associate  professor 
of  anatomy  in  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  and  surgeon  of  the 
Erie,  the  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.,  and  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroads.  Dr.  Dooley  is  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  American  Academy  of  Railway  Surgeons 
of  Chicago,  and  the  Association  of  Erie  Railway  Surgeons,  and  is  secretary  of  the 
Association  of  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railway  Surgeons. 
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Lane,  John  Forrester,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  A.  and  Margaret  A.  (Forrester)  Lane, 
was  born  at  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y..  September  9,  1846,  and  in  1857  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Buffalo  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  After  a  few  years  he  re- 
moved to  La  Porte,  Indiana,  and  secured  employment  in  a  drug  store  as  a  clerk. 
He  remained  there  until  1868,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  entered  the  service 
of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michighan  Southern  Railroad,  in  the  capacity  of  tally  man. 
He  has  been  promoted  from  time  to  time  and  is  now  local  freight  agent,  which 
position  he  has  filled  since  May,  1892.  September  19,  1884,  he  married  Millie  E. 
Barber,  of  Buffalo. 

Alexander,  Raymond  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Frances  (Linton)  Alexander, 
was  born  July  20,  1860,  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a  public  school  edu- 
cation. In  1882  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  Vosburg,  Whiting  & 
Co.,  booksellers,  with  whom  he  remained  until  January  1,  1887,  having  entire  charge 
of  their  retail  department  during  that  period.  He  then  engaged  in  the  fine  station- 
ery and  book  business  for  himself,  which  he  conducted  until  1892,  when  he  went  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  assistant  manager  for  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  of 
New  York.  In  1894  he  returned  to  Buffalo  as  resident  manager  of  the  local  office  of 
that  company  and  has  since  held  that  position.  Mr.  Alexander  is  a  member  of 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  24,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  married  October  27,  1886,  to  Min- 
nie E.,  daughter  of  William  Smith,  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  sons: 
Norman  Smith  and  John  Raymond. 

Boyle,  Frederick  M.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Major  M.  H.  and  Mary  J.  (Hen- 
dricks) Boyle,  and  was  born  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a  public  school 
education.  He  began  his  medical  studies  in  the  Prison  Hospital  at  Auburn,  and  in 
1889  entered  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  and  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1893.  During  the  last  two 
years  of  his  course  in  that  institution  he  was  junior  house  surgeon  at  the  Emergency 
Hospital  of  Buffalo,  and  after  his  graduation  held  the  position  (by  appointment)  of 
house  surgeon  there  for  one  year.  In  1894  he  began  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Buffalo,  having  an  office  on  Elk  street,  and  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Dunnigan 
in  1895  succeeded  also  to  his  business.  Dr.  Boyle's  connection  with  the  Emergency 
Hospital  has  given  him  a  large  practice  in  surgery,  especially  among  railroad  people, 
and  he  has  attained  a  prominent  and  influential  place  among  the  leading  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Buffalo. 

Hammond,  Willliam  Wallace,  Buffalo,  the  eldest  of  four  children  of  Charles  and 
Clarissa  (Clark)  Hammond,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  November  4, 
1831,  and  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  district  school.  His 
father  came  from  Northampton,  Fulton  county,  about  1820,  and  first  settled  and 
cleared  a  tract  of  laud  in  the  town  of  Hamburg;  about  1833  he  exchanged  this  for  a 
larger  tract  of  wild  land  in  the  present  town  of  Brant.  When  fourteen  young  Ham- 
mond attended  a  select  school  at  Irving,  Chautauqua  county,  walking  six  miles 
through  the  "  Indian  woods"  each  day;  later  he  was  for  a  short  time  a  student  at 
the  Fredonia  Academy.  When  sixteen  he  began  teaching  school  at  Columbus,  Pa.  ; 
the  next  year  he  went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  taught  for  a  time;  he  then  traveled 
through  the  South  until  sickness  compelled  him  to  return  home  in  1851.    In  1852  he 
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resumed  school  teaching  winters  in  Erie  county  and  worked  at  painting  and  farming 
summers.  In  1856  he  opened  a  general  store  at  Brant,  and  also  read  law  and  prac- 
ticed in  Justices'  Courts;  in  1860  he  came  to  Buffalo,  completed  his  legal  studies  with 
Sawin  &  Lockwood,  and  in  June,  1861,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  From  1861  to  1864 
he  practiced  his  profession  at  Angola,  and  while  there,  in  1863,  was  ordered  with  his 
regiment,  the  67th  National  Guards,  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  he  was  on  duty  when 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought.  He  was  a  member  of  this  regiment  fourteen 
years,  becoming  captain  of  Co.  C.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Farnham,  and  for  twelve 
years  conducted  a  general  store  and  a  steam  saw  mill,  manufacturing  lumber,  lath 
and  shingles.  He  also  practiced  law  for  a  short  time,  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
one  term,  and  was  supervisor  during  ten  of  the  twelve  years.  In  1877  he  was  elected 
county  judge  of  Erie  county  and  filled  that  office  with  distinguished  ability  for  twelve 
years,  being  twice  re-elected.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  resumed  his  law  practice 
in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  resided  since  the  spring  of  1878.  Judge  Hammond  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Angola  Congregational  church,  and  was  an  original  mem- 
ber and  trustee  of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Buffalo.  In  1854  he  married 
Miss  Amy  A.  Hurd,  who  died  in  1860,  leaving  one  daughter,  Rosa  Belle  (Mrs.  Charles 
Koeppe),  of  Brant.  In  1861  he  married  Miss  Louisa  A.  Hurd,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lillie  M.  (Mrs.  Edward  J.  Newell)  and  Clark  H.,  both  residing  in  Buffalo. 

Stanton,  Patrick  E.,  Buffalo,  is  prominent  among  those  who  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  promoting  the  real  estate  interests  of  the  city  and  who  have  built  up  influen- 
tial connections  with  property  owners.  The  business  was  founded  in  1878.  He  has 
long  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  Buffalo,  and  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  community.  His  standing  in  financial  circles  is  of  the  highest.  In 
his  policy  and  methods,  Mr,  Stanton  is  a  thorough-going  exponent  of  the  great  car- 
dinal principles  of  equity  and  probity,  which  form  the  only  basis  of  enduring  pros- 
perity. 

Ernst,  Frank  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y..  July  26,  1870,  a  son  of  Charles 
F.  and  Wilhelmina  (Schott)  Ernst.  His  parents,  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  this 
country  in  1861,  settling  in  Boston,  Erie  county,  where  they  remained  until  1866,  when 
they  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  they  have  since  resided.  The  first  position  that  Mr. 
Ernst  ever  held  was  in  his  father's  machine  shop,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  proprietors,  havmg  succeeded  to  the  business  with  his  brothers 
at  the  death  of  his  father  in  the  spring  of  1897.  Mr.  Ernst  is  a  young  man  of  much 
ability,  and  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  September,  1894,  he  married  Miss 
Barbara  Gforer  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children:  Frank  C.  and  Florence  W. 

Klaiber,  August  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  F.  and  Carlina  P.  (Lutz)  Klaiber,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  11,  1856,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  was  variously  employed  until  1871,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo 
Commercial  as  a  pressman,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  for  twenty  years.  In 
May,  1887,  he  also  engaged  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  business  with  his  nephew,  W. 
A.  Klaiber,  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  &  A.  Klaiber,  at  615  Broadway.  In  1891  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  in  1893  removed  to  his  present  location  at 
629  Broadway,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  successful  retail  boot  and  shoe  trade. 
In  1888  he  married  Mary  E.  Link,  daughter  of  Frank  L.  Link  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
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have  two  children:  Frank  L.  and  Howard  H.  Mr.  Klaiber  is  a  member  o£  Modestia 
Lodge,  No.  340  F.  &.  A.  M. 

Windsor,  Joseph  C,  Buffalo,  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Grover)  Windsor,  was  born 
in  Pike,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  November  23,  1842.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  was  variously  employed  until 
1872,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo.  In  company  with  his  brother  and  C.  F.  Pfeiffer  he 
established  the  firm  of  Pfeiffer  &  Windsor  Bros.,  live  stock  brokers,  which  is  still  in 
existence.  Mr.  Windsor  is  a  director  in  the  Third  National  Bank  and  in  the  Milsom 
Rendering  and  Fertilizer  Company.  He  is  of  a  very  social  nature,  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  and  his  experience  and  ability  have  placed 
him  in  an  advanced  position  among  the  live  stock  brokers  of  East  Buffalo. 

Geffs,  Foster,  Buffalo,  a  live  stock  broker  in  East  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  nearly  ten 
years,  was  born  in  Memphis,  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  March  1,  1853.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  district  school  of  his  native  town  and  this  training  was 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  Lebanon  Normal  School.  After  leaving  school 
he  engaged  in  the  sheep  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  1890,  when  be  re- 
moved to  East  Buffalo,  where  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Lang- 
don  &  Geffs,  having  charge  of  the  sheep  department.  Mr.  Geffs  has  been  twice 
married,  first  to  Ella  Adams,  November  30,  1876,  and  second  to  Anna  C.  Chase  in 
1888,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  two  sons:  Robert  and  Frank. 

Koehler,  Frederick  W.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  (Smoker) 
Koehler,  was  born  May  1,  1867.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to 
America  in  1845,  settling  in  Tonawanda,  where  he  was  born.  When  he  was  four 
years  of  age  his  father  died  and  the  family  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  obtained 
his  elementary  education  m  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  as  a  messenger  boy,  and  sub- 
sequently became  an  operator.  In  1885  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  a 
preceptor,  and  in  1886  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  was  graduated  in  1889  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  standing  fifth  in  his  class  and 
on  the  honor  roll.  After  graduation  he  served  one  year  in  the  Erie  County  Hospital 
as  assistant  house  surgeon,  and  upon  leaving  spent  six  months  in  New  "York  city  in 
post-graduate  study  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic  and  the  Vanderbilt  Clinic  Schools. 
He  then  opened  his  present  office  on  Broadway  in  Buffalo,  and  has  served  as 
post  mortem  examiner  of  Erie  county  for  two  terms.  In  1891  he  married  Miss 
Dorotha  Schoelles,  of  Amherst,  Erie  county,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alice  M., 
born  in  1893. 

Davis,  Charles  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Bertha  A.  (Wheeler)  Davis,  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  September  1,  1862.  His  mother  is  a  cousin  of  Ella  Wheeler 
Wilcox,  His  excellent  educational  opportunities  fitted  him  for  a  position  in  the 
Merchants'  and  Manufacturers'  National  Bank  of  Detroit,  which  he  filled  so  satisfac- 
torily that  eventually  he  became  teller.  In  1885  he  associated  himself  with  his  father 
in  the  wholesale  fish  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  H.  Davis  &  C.  In  1891  he 
came  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  same  business;  and  in  1893  he  organized  the 
Davis  Fish  Company,  of  which  he  became,  and  still  remains,  vice-president  and 
manager.    Under  his  efficient  direction  the  company  has  established  a  large  and 
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constantly  increasing  trade,  and.  has  become  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  fish  con- 
cerns in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Davis  is  a  prominent  32d  degree  Mason,  holding  membership 
in  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  October,  1887,  he  married  Martha  J. 
Crittenden  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Augusta  and  Helen. 

Kirk,  Thomas,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Hornsbury)  Kirk,  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  October  3,  1825.  In  May,  1845,  he  immigrated  to  America,  set- 
tling in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  variously  employed  until  1869, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  at  his  present  location,  where  he  has 
continued  for  twenty-four  years.  Mr.  Kirk  is  an  active  citizen  of  Buffalo,  deeply  in- 
terested in  all  that  affects  its  welfare,  and  popular  with  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  East  Buffalo.  He  was  a  volun- 
teer fireman  in  the  old  Live  Oaks  Fire  Company,  the  first  fire  company  in  the  old 
First  ward,  the  members  of  which  built  their  own  headquarters. 

Goetz,  Henry  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Orangeville,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 25,  1855,  and  was  educated  at  the  Warsaw  High  School.  His  first  business 
experience  after  coming  to  Buffalo  in  1875  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  In  1879 
he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  company  with  his  brother,  William  Goetz,  who 
died  in  1890,  and  who  was  succeeded  by  another  brother,  George  E.  Goetz;  this  co- 
partnership still  continues,  the  firm  name  being  Goetz  Brothers,  They  are  large 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers,  and  are  noted  for  their  thoroughgoing  business-like 
methods.  In  August,  1894,  Mr.  Goetz  married  Margaret  Stern,  daughter  of  Philip 
Stern. 

Emge,  George,  ranks  among  the  well  known  business  men  of  Buffalo,  having  a 
prosperous  boot  and  shoe  store  at  No.  675  Clinton  street.  He  has  been  established 
in  trade  since  1886,  and  during  the  eleven  years  has  been  steadily  increasing  his 
hold  on  popular  favor,  building  up  a  very  prosperous  business,  and  handling  nothing 
but  the  finest  hand-made  boots  and  shoes.  Mr.  Emge,  who  is  of  German  birth,  but 
a  resident  of  Buffalo  since  1881,  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  manners  and  strict  in- 
tegrity in  his  dealings,  as  well  as  a  man  of  energy  and  thorough  business  ex- 
perience. He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Ellers  in  January,  1883,  and  they  have 
seven  children, 

Koepf,  Albert  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  where  he  always  resided.  As  a 
boy  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  worked  in  his  father's  paint  and  wall  paper 
store.  January  1,  1895,  he  succeeded  his  father  and  has  since  conducted  the  business 
at  798  Seneca  street.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Leonard  and  Caroline  (Pauly)  Koepf, 
who  came  from  Germany  in  1865  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  In  June,  1892,  he  married 
Marie  Schneider,  and  they  have  one  son,  Newell  A.  Mr.  Koepf  is  a  member  of  East 
Buffalo  Lodge  No.  355,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Buffalo  Zither  Club. 

Kersten,  Ferdinand  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  19,  1853.  After 
obtaining  a  liberal  education  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Jewett  Manufacturing 
Company,  where  he  remained  for  twenty-seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
established  the  Buffalo  Enameling  Works  at  106  Broadway.  By  honest  methods  and 
fair  dealings  he  has  built  up  a  large  business  and  employs  several  men.  In  1875  he 
married  Margaret  Knell,  daughter  of  Peter  Knell  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  seven 
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children:  Ferdinand  P.,  Louisa  S. ,  Martha  L.,  Eugene  C,  Stella,  Elsie  and  Grace. 
Mr.  Kersten  is  a  member  of  Concordia  Lodge  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Keller,  Fred  C. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Louisa  M.  (Germain)  Keller,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  February  3,  1871.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Buf- 
falo College  of  Commerce,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891.  He  was  variously 
employed  until  1894,  when  he  joined  the  firms  of  Sauerwein  &  Keller  Bros.,  under- 
takers and  funeral  directors,  and  Keller  Bros.,  coach  and  baggage  transfer.  The 
main  office  of  both  firms  is  at  28  West  Genesee  street,  and  there  are  branch  offices 
at  439  Rhode  Island  street,  and  1068-1070  Genesee  street.  Although  Mr.  Keller  is  a 
young  man,  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  has  be- 
fore him  apparently  ample  time  to  develop  the  prosperous  career  upon  which  he 
has  started.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F,,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  Buffalo 
Zither  Club.    On  September  9,  1897,  he  married  Miss  Lora  Bishop  of  Buffalo. 

Illig,  Joseph,  Buffalo,  son  of  Peter  J.  and  Mary  (Koch)  Illig,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
October  31,  1863.  His  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  America  in 
1848  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and 
St.  Joseph's  College.  As  a  young  man  he  entered  the  employ  of  Sidney  Sheperd 
&  Co.  and  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  tinsmith's  trade,  remaining  in  their  em- 
ploy for  twelve  years.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  city  sealer  of  weights  and  measures 
(police  department),  in  which  capacity  he  acted  for  two  years.  He  then  accepted 
the  position  which  he  now  holds,  as  assistant  to  Conrad  Hammer,  general  manager 
of  the  Germania  Brewing  Company.  Mr.  Illig  was  married  in  February,  1888,  to 
Anna  Getz  of  Stratford,  Canada,  and  they  have  one  son,  George  Francis  Chester 
Illig.  Mr.  Illig  is  a  member  of  Electric  City  Council  No.  763,  National  Union,  and 
of  the  Buffalo  Police  Beneficiary  Association. 

Kreinheder,  Robert  F.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo.  He  is  of  German  descent, 
his  parents,  Henry  W.  and  Mary  C.  (Oschnetz)  Kreinheder,  having  come  to  this 
country  from  Germany  in  1840.  Mr.  Kreinheder  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  obtained  his  first  business  experience  as  a  bookkeeper  for  his  father,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  at  797  Seneca  street.  He  afterwards  accepted  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  in  the  German  Bank  of  Buffalo,  which  he  held  until  1896, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  at  792  Seneca  street.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1896,  he  married  Louisa  C.  Kiene,  daughter  of  Louis  Kiene,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Henry  W. 

Leh,  Jeremiah  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lehigh  county.  Pa.,  July  3,  1842,  and  is 
well  known  to  the  entire  community,  having  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  for  many 
years.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1879  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  was  first  employed  by  the  Niagara  Elevating  Company, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  a  period  of  six  years.  In  1886  he  succeeded  D.  E.  Hor- 
ton,  of  Logie  &  Horton,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to  Logic  &  Leh,  which  co-  < 
partnership  was  continued  for  five  years,  when  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  that  of 
Leh  &  Co.,  Mr.  Logie  retiring.  Such  establishments  as  that  of  Leh  &  Co.,  pile  driv- 
ers and  dock  builders  and  general  contractors,  are  an  honor  to  any  community,  po- 
tent for  good,  and  always  active  in  upholding  those  enterprises  which  promise 
benefit  to  the  business  and  social  interests  with  which  they  are  identified. 
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Zeimmer  Brothers,  Buffalo. — Adam  and  Conrad  Zeirnmer,  who  compose  this  enter- 
prise, are  sons  of  C.  W.  and  Catherine  (Schake)  Zeimmer,  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. , 
Adam  m  June,  1851,  and  Conrad  in  August,  1855.  They  are  of  German  descent, 
their  parents  having  emigrated  from  Frankfort,  Germany.  The  brothers  removed 
in  1889  from  Rochester  to  Buffalo,  where  Adam  Zeimmer  established  himself  in  the 
live  stock  and  commission  business  in  company  with  H.  Robe.  This  copartnership 
continued  until  1893,  when  Mr.  Robe  retired,  and  the  business  was  conducted  by 
Adam  Zeimmer  until  August  1,  1897,  when  Conrad  Zeimmer  was  admitted  and  the 
present  firm  of  Zeimmer  Brothers  formed.  Both  are  men  of  experience  and  un- 
questioned reputation,  and  have  established  a  large  business.  They  handle  daily  an 
immense  number  of  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  In  January,  1887,  Adam  Zeimmer  mar- 
ried Alice  O.  Singeltery,  of  Homeland,  Florida.  In  1890  Conrad  Zeimmer  married 
Amelia  Ansted,  of  New^  York  city. 

Ferdinand,  John  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Anna  M.  (Koons)  Ferdinand,  was 
born  in  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  N,  Y. ,  November  17,  1873.  He  is  of  German 
descent,  his  parents  having  emigrated  to  America  in  1840,  and  settling  in  Indiana, 
whence  they  removed  to  Sheldon  in  1869.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the  East  Aurora  high  school.  In  1889  he  came  to 
Buffalo,  and  obtained  a  position  in  the  grocery  store  of  F.  L.  Gardner,  which  he  held 
until  1891,  when  in  compan}^  with  George  Schweikhard,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  522  Seneca  street,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  S.  &  F.  Grocery  Co.  On 
October  1,  1895,  the  firm  removed  to  530  Seneca  street,  its  present  location.  This 
establishment  carries  a  large  stock  and  controls  a  constantly  increasing  trade.  It  is 
one  of  the  leading  grocery  houses  of  their  section  of  the  city.  Mr.  Ferdinand  is 
genial,  sociable,  and  enterprising,  is  a  well  known  and  prominent  factor  in  the  gro- 
cery trade  in  Buffalo,  and  has  acquired  a  reputation  for  frank  and  honorable  dealing. 

Meeks,  Josiah,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  November  19,  1836.  When  he 
was  but  a  child  his  parents,  Amos  and  Nancy  (Means)  Meeks,  removed  to  Dela- 
ware county,  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  He  worked  on 
the  farm  summers  and  attended  the  district  schools  in  winter,  acquiring  such  an  edu- 
cation as  was  afforded  in  those  days.  He  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  live  stock, 
and  in  1883  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  M.  Doty  and 
Watkins,  the  firm  name  being  Doty,  Watkins  &  Meeks;  five  years  later  the  name 
was  changed  to  Harrison,  Williamson,  Mansfield  &  Meeks,  which  continued  for  four 
years,  when  the  present  firm  of  Harrison,  Meeks  &  Co.  was  formed.  This  firm,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  the  Stock  Exchange  in  East  Buffalo,  receive  and  dispose  of 
several  thousand  head  of  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  annually.  Mr.  Meeks  w^as  married 
in  October,  1863,  to  Rebecca  Marquis,  of  Evansville,  W.  Va. 

Walker,  Robert  T.,  Buffalo,  was  born 'at  Waupaca,  Wis.,  February  6,  1852,  and 
removed  with  his  parents,  George  and  Elizabeth  (Turnbell)  Walker,  to  Geneva,  N.  Y., 
when  he  was  quite  young.  After  obtaining  an  education  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  machinist's  trade,  and  then  engaged  in  the  marine  service  as  an  engineer. 
In  1879  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Walker  was  for  two 
years  in  partnership  with  Henry  M.  King,  operating  a  foundry  and  machine  shop 
under  the  firm  name  of  King  &  Walker,  and  is  now  occupying  the  responsible  po- 
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sition  of  adjuster  for  the  Fairbanks  Company.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason. 
In  February,  1868,  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  George  Notler,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Elizabeth,  George  N.,  Charles  N.  and  Harriet. 

Poole,  Jesse  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joseph  James  and  Esther  (Slingluff)  Poole,  was 
born  in  Liberty,  Frederick  county,  Md.,  June  3,  1836,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  at  New  Windsor  and  Calvert  College  in  his  native  State.  After  leaving  col- 
lege he  was  a  clerk  in  various  capacities.  In  1856  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
master  builder's  department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  years  removed  to  Bell's  Mills,  Pa.,  where  he  held  a  responsible  po- 
sition with  Gen.  B.  F.  Bell  for  another  two  years.  He  was  connected  with  the  Eliza- 
beth Furnace  from  1860  to  1863,  when  he  returned  to  Altoona  and  acted  as  sleeping 
car  conductor  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  the  Central  Transportation  Com- 
pany for  one  year.  From  1863  to  1865  he  was  conductor  on  the  Northern  Central 
Railroad  and  from  1865  to  February,  1868,  superintendent  at  Chicago  for  the  Central 
Transportation  Company.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Fitch  &  Poole  until  1873,  when  he  became 
depot  agent  for  the  Western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with  which 
company  he  has  ever  since  been  connected.  He  advanced  rapidly  through  the  differ- 
ent positions  to  that  of  purchasing  agent,  which  he  has  held  ever  since  1878.  He  is 
a  member  of  Mountain  Lodge  No.  281,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Altoona,  Pa.  In  1869  he 
mairied  Maria  H.,  daughter  of  Henry  T.  Meech,  and  a  native  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 
They  have  two  sons:  Henry  M.,  of  Underbill  &  Poole,  and  Walter  J.,  a  machinist, 
both  of  Buffalo. 

Depew,  Ganson,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  6,  1866.  His  father, 
William  B.  Depew,  came  here  from  Peekskill  in  1864  and  has  since  been  connected 
with  railroad  enterprises.  Mr.  Depew  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  in  1884  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  as  president  of  his  class 
and  class  orator.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Green,  McMillan 
&  Gluck,  with  whom  and  whose  successors  he  has  since  remained,  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Buffalo  in  1887,  and  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  in  1890,  under  the 
present  name  of  McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew.  This  is  one  of  the  strongest 
and  oldest  law  firms  in  Western  New  York.  Its  members  are  all  distinguished 
lawyers  and  enjoy  a  high  place  at  the  bar.  Mr.  Depew,  though  a  young  man,  has 
won  honor  as  an  advocate  and  distinction  as  a  public  spirited,  •  enterprising  citizen. 
He  is  a  cousin  of  John  Ganson  and  a  nephew  of  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  president  of 
the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company.  In  1892  and  again  in 
1895  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  receiving  on  each  occasion 
the  highest  vote  of  any  of  the  candidates.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Liberal, 
Saturn,  and  Country  Clubs,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  church,  and  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Adytum  Chapter  No.  235,  R.  A.  M. 
November  15,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Grace  E. ,  daughter  of  Frank  H.  Goodyear  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ganson  Goodyear  Depew. 

Adams,  Sidney  E.,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  Henry  Adams,  who  came  from  England 
to  Massachusetts  about  1630;  a  branch  of  the  family  removed  to  Connecticut  and  thence 
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back  to  Massachusetts,  where  Mr.  Adams's  parents,  James  and  Pamelia  (Skilton) 
Adams,  were  born.  Mr.  Adams  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  April  17,  1843,  was 
graduated  from  the  Charlestown  High  vSchool  in  1861,  and  then  went  to  East  Boston 
as  a  clerk  for  Kittridge  &  Adams,  oil  refiners.  This  firm  was  incorporated,  his 
father  being  the  junior  member,  and  he  was  subsequently  superintendent  of  their 
refinery  in  Charlestown  for  several  years.  While  there  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  of  Boston  in  1876.  In  1877  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  with  Henry 
Lootz  and  Augustus  S.  Holmes  organized  the  firm  of  Lootz,  Holmes  &  Adams,  re- 
finers of  petroleum.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lootz  about  1880  the  business  was  car- 
ried on  by  Holmes  &  Adams  until  1889,  when  Mr.  Adams  withdrew  and  smce  then 
has  been  interested  in  various  manufacturing  enterprises.  He  was  active  in  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  from  his  arrival  in  Buffalo  till  1890,  being  a 
member  of  the  various  committees  and  serving  as  president  for  one  year.  He  is  an 
elder  in  the  North  Presbyterian  church,  and  for  several  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  Harbor  Mission  and  Olivet  Sunday  schools.  In  business  and  in  all  affairs  of  life 
he  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  general  public 
welfare.  In  June,  1879,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Jacob  Loud, 
of  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Dennis,  Henry  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Canada,  June  23,  1857.  In  1865  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  the  public  schools;  afterward  he  took  a 
full  course  at  a  business  college  in  Manchester,  N.  H.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Buffalo  Malleable  Iron  Works,  where  he  remained  for  four 
years.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  Erie  Railroad,  remaining  three  years. 
In  1885  he  became  secretary  to  the  general  manager  of  the  Red,  White  and  Midland 
Transit  Company  transportation  lines,  in  which  capacity  he  now  acts. 

McCarthy,  James  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  January  18,  1851,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  whither 
his  parents,  James  and  Mary  (Reilley)  McCarthy,  removed  from  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  1850. 
His  father,  a  cooper  by  trade,,  made  the  first  shook  in  Buffalo  in  1849,  while  in  the 
employ  of  Shaw  &  Kibbee;  h-e  died  in  1866  and  his  wife  in  1886.  Mr.  McCarthy  was 
educated  in  the  Buffalo  public  schools  and  St.  Joseph's  College,  graduating  from  the 
latter  in  1866.  He  was  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Smith  &  Hickey  one  year  and 
afterward  in  the  insurance  office  of  D.  V.  Benedict  three  years,  when  he  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Union  Steamboat  Company  (now  the  Union  Steamboat  Line).  In 
the  latter  capacity  he  was  promoted  from  time  to  time  until  m  1887  he  was  appointed 
freight  agent  for  the  company  at  Buffalo,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  has  always 
manifested  a  warm  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  steady  development  of 
the  city  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  throughout  the  community.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  C.  B.  L.,  an  active  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  1874  rep- 
resented the  First  ward  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  was  also  for  two  years  a 
civil  service  commissioner  of  Buffalo,  being  appointed  by  Mayor  Becker.  In  1881  he 
married  Mary  R.  Garson,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  James  G. 

Altman,  Henry,  Buffalo,  the  third  of  four  sons  of  Jacob  and  Adelheid  Altman,  was 
born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  August  12,  1854,  and  when  two  years  old  came  with  his 
parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  h%s  since  resided.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Buffalo  Academy,  and  was  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1873  with  the  de- 
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gree  of  B.  S.  and  with  membership  in  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  On  coming  to  Buffalo  his 
father,  with  a  brother,  Abram,  founded  the  wholesale  and  retail  clothing  establish- 
ment of  Altman  &  Co.,  with  which  Henry  and  his  brothers,  Isaac  and  Julius,  were 
subsequently  identified,  and  from  which  Henry  finally  withdrew.  He  has  always 
been  an  active  Republican,  and  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Bishop  as  one  of  the  first 
Board  of  School  Examiners,  of  which  he  is  now  chairman,  being  reappointed  by 
Mayor  Jewett.  He  has  been  three  times  president  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League, 
was  for  several  years  a  trustee  and  is  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  is  a  32d 
degree  Mason,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  University,  Saturn,  Ellicott  and 
Country  Clubs,  and  the  American  Protective  Tariff  League.  He  is  a  director  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  was  chairman 
of  the  Press  Committee  of  the  National  G.  A.  R.  Encampment  in  Buffalo  in  1897, 
and  has  been  president  of  the  class  of  1873  of  Cornell  University  since  his  graduation. 
He  began  the  study  of  law  with  Hubbell,  Hynes  &  Altman,  of  which  firm  he  is  the 
junior  member.  While  on  a  trip  to  Europe  he  was  married  in  London,  England, 
July  4,  1887,  to  Sadie  S.  Rayner,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Madeline  and  Henry,  jr. 

Birdsall,  Edgar  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ledyard,  Cayuga  county,  N. 
Y.,  June  27,  1837,  and  in  1844  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  village  of  Genoa,  in 
the  same  county,  where  his  father  engaged  in  the  foundry  and  machine  business  with 
Abram  W.  Stevens  as  an  associate,  continuing  the  copartnership  until  1860.  During 
that  period  young  Birdsall  received  his  education  and  also  practical  experience  as  a 
mechanical  engineer  in  the  firm's  establishment.  After  dissolving  the  copartnership 
with  Mr.  Stevens  Mr.  Birdsall,  sr.,  removed  the  business  to  Penn  Yan,  Yates  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  Edgar  M.  was  his  associate  and  partner  for  a  few  years,  when  he  sold 
his  interest,  and  the  business  was  continued  by  the  son  and  others  under  the  firm 
name  of  E.  M.  Birdsall  &  Co.,  until  1881;  it  was  then  removed  to  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
and  incorporated  as  the  E.  M.  Birdsall  Company.  Mr,  Birdsall  was  president  of 
this  corporation  until  1887,  when  he  voluntarily  withdrew  and  severed  all  relations 
with  the  concern.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided,  be- 
ing engaged  in  business  as  a  mechanical  engineer  and  manufacturers'  agent.  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1862,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Alexander  Bothwell,  of  Genoa,  N.  Y. 

Bissell,  Herbert  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Amos  A.  and  Amelia  S.  (Wilsey)  Bissell,  was 
born  in  New  London,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y,,  August  30,  1856,  and  at  the  age  of 
eight  removed  with  his  parents  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  for  four  years.  His  father  subsequently  became  a  prominent  forwarding 
merchant  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Bissell  was  graduated  from  De^  Veaux  College  m  1873,  and 
afterwards  visited  Germany,  attended  the  public  schools  for  two  years,  and  entering 
Harvard  College  was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in 
1880.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo,  read  law  with  Laning,  McMillan  &  Gluck,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1883.  In  January,  1887,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Bissell,  Sicard,  Bissell  &  Carey,  of  which  ex-Postmaster-General  Wilson 
S.  Bissell  was  the  head.  In  March,  1897,  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  J.  Henry 
Metcalf,  which  still  continues  under  the  style  of  Bissell  &  Metcalf.  Mr.  Bissell  is 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  a  trustee  of  De  Veaux 
College,  and  secretary  and  counsel  for  the  Niagara  Falls  and  Lewiston  Electric  Rail- 
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way  (the  "Great  Gorge  Route  "),  the  Buffalo  Traction  Company,  and  the  Buffalo 
and  Depew  Railway  Company.  He  is  also  counsel  for  several  other  large  corpo- 
rations, and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Saturn,  University,  Liberal,  and  EUicott 
Clubs.  He  is  not  only  a  lawyer  of  ability,  but  has  been  prominent  and  active  in 
politics  since  1884.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  organizers  of  the  Cleveland  Democ- 
racy of  Buffalo  and  served  three  terms  as  its  president,  and  was  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  State  senator  in  1885  and  for  district  attorney  in  1892.  October  30, 
1883,  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Coffey,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children  are  Mary 
R. ,  Harriet  A.  and  Lucy  A. 

Webster,  Ellis,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Western 
New  York.  Hugh  Webster,  his  grandfather,  came  in  1810  with  ox  teams  from 
Plain  field,  N.  J.,  to  Erie  county,  with  his  four  sons,  Daniel,  Edward,  William  and 
Samuel,  and  settled  in  the  forest  on  the  east  branch  of  Eighteen-mile  Creek,  in  the 
present  town  of  Boston,  where  he  and  his  wife  afterward  lived  and  died.  Edward 
Webster,  a  native  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  drove  an  ox  team  to  this  section,  being  then 
a  young  man.  He  and  his  brother  Daniel,  in  1813,  purchased  240  acres  of  land, 
mostly  forest,  with  a  log  house,  in  the  town  of  Eden;  they  divided  this  tract,  cleared 
it,  and  lived  there  ever  afterward.  Edward  married  Rachel  Kester.  reared  five 
children  (of  whom  the  eldest,  Mercy,  is  deceased),  and  died  about  1868,  aged  74;  his 
wife's  death  occurred  about  1878.  Ellis  Webster,  son  of  Edward,  was  born  in  Eden, 
August  27,  1823,  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  in  1844  became  a 
clerk  in  a  store  in  Buffalo.  Three  years  later  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  D.  R.  Hamlin  &  Co.,  on  Seneca  street  where  he  subsequently 
conducted  a  general  store  for  five  years  with  George  W.  Scott,  as  Webster  &  Scott. 
He  continued  this  business  until  1868,  when  he  engaged  in  the  coal  trade.  In  1875 
his  son,  Edward  H.,  was  admitted  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  Webster  &  Son,  and 
the  ice  industry  added,  and  in  1886  William  Germann  became  a  partner  under  the 
present  style  of  E.  Webster,  Son  &  Co.  About  1881  the  firm  purchased  175  acres  of 
land  lying  along  the  shore  of  Lime  Lake  in  the  town  of  Machias,  Cattaraugus 
county,  where  they  have  two  ice  houses  with  a  combined  storage  capacity  of  about 
60,000  tons.  They  also  ship  annually  about  40,000  tons  of  ice  from  the  water.  The 
ice  is  handled  entirely  by  machinery,  being  carried  from  the  water  to  the  ice  houses 
and  cars  by  three  endless  chains,  which  with  other  devices  were  the  first  placed  in  oper- 
ation in  this  part  of  the  country.  On  their  farm  enough  hay  and  feed  are  produced 
to  keep  the  large  number  of  horses  necessary  for  the  firm's  business.  Ellis  Webster 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  ice  and  coal  dealers  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  man  of 
ability,  enterprise  and  great  force  of  character,  and  has  achieved  both  honor  and 
success.  He  has  always  been  a  staunch  Republican,  was  alderman  of  the  old  Second 
ward  two  years  (  1873-74),  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society 
about  twenty  years,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library  about  thirty  years,  and 
manager  and  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  City  Dispensary  several  years.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  congregation  of  the  Washington  Street  (now  the  First)  Baptist 
church  since  1844  and  of  the  society  since  1863,  and  was  the  treasurer  and  a  trustee 
for  five  years,  and  since  then  has  been  a  deacon.  September  11,  1850,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Kenosha,  Wis.,  to  Charlotte  W.  Whitney,  and  they  have  two  children:  Ed- 
ward H.  and  Jennie  (Mrs.  Henry  D.  Waters),  both  of  Buffalo. 
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Voisinet,  Eugene  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  February  24,  1864,  in  the  town  of  Tona- 
wanda,  Erie  county,  N.Y.  Louis  Voisinet,  his  father,  born  in  Belfort,  France,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1820,  came  to  America  with  his  father,  also  named  Louis,  in  1829,  settling 
on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  what  is  now  Kenmore,  near  the  Buffalo  city  line,  where 
he  died  November  20,  1883.  This  farm  he  increased  to  130  acres;  it  greatly  in- 
creased in  value,  and  after  his  death  was  largely  cut  up  into  suburban  building  lots, 
many  of  which  now  form  an  attractive  part  of  the  suburb  of  Kenmore,  in  Tona- 
wanda.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  served  his  town 
as  assessor.  His  wife,  Mary  Bagard,  who  survives  him,  was  born  in  Nancy,  France, 
April  7,  1829,  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1831.  Their  children  were 
Louis  N.,  who  resides  on  the  homestead;  Eugene  M.  and  Josephine  (Mrs.  Jacob  W. 
Abel)  of  Buffalo;  Mary  (Mrs.  Julius  Bagard)  of  Amherst,  and  Emily,  deceased. 
Eugene  M.  Voisinet  attended  the  district  schools,  was  graduated  from  public  school 
No.  16,  Buffalo,  and  took  a  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  He  re- 
mained on  the  homestead  until  May,  1890,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Buffalo. 

Smith,  Hon.  T.  Guilford,  Buffalo,  of  English  and  German  origin,  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  earliest  Quaker  families  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  and  is  the  son  of  Pem- 
berton  Smith  and  Margaretta  E..  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Ogden)  Zell, 
his  wife,  both  natives  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  born  April  12,  1816,  and  October  18, 
1817,  respectively;  the  father  died  May  14,  1873,  and  the  mother  is  still  living.  He 
is  a  grandson  of  Charles  Eastwick  and  Mary  (Ogden)  Smith,  a  great-grandson  of 
Thomas  and  Grizzel  (Eastwick)  Smith,  and  a  great-great-grandson  of  Ralph  and 
Marjory  (Allen)  Smith,  of  whom  the  latter  were  married  in  Christ  church,  Phila- 
delphia, April  22,  1749;  Charles  E.  and  Thomas  were  both  born  in  that  city.  Mr. 
Smith  was  born  in  Philadelphia  August  27,  1839,  attended  the  public  and  private 
schools,  and  in  1858  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  Central  High  School  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  and  the  salutatory  address.  He  then  entered  the  Rensselaer  Poly- 
technic Institute  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  graduated  as  C.  E.  in  1861,  being 
elected  a  member  of  Delta  Chapter,  Theta  Delta  Chi  fraternity,  in  1859.  In  1863 
he  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  Central  High  School  of  Philadelphia.  He 
was  resident  engineer  in  the  Mahoney  district  of  the  anthracite  coal  fields  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  from  1861  to  1865, 
when  he  resigned  to  become  manager  of  the  Philadelphia  Sugar  Refinery,  which 
position  he  held  until  1869.  In  1870-71  he  was  consulting  engineer  for  various  rail- 
road and  mineral  interests  in  the  South  and  West  and  in  1872  visited  Europe  in  con- 
nection with  railway  enterprises  and  while  there  was  delegate  to  the  International 
Prison  Congress  of  London,  In  1873  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  secretary  of  the  Union 
Iron  Company,  and  in  1878  was  appointed  western  sales  agent  for  the  Philadelphia 
and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company;  in  1883  the  firm  of  Albright  &  Smith  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  latter  business  in  New  York  State  and 
Canada.  In  1889  Mr.  Smith  also  became  and  still  continues  the  New  York  and  Can- 
ada sales  agent  for  what  is  now  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  Ltd.  Since  1892  he 
has  been  vice-president  of  the  New  York  Car  Wheel  Works  of  Bufialo,  the  Canada 
Iron  Furnace  Company,  Ltd.,  and  the  St.  Thomas  Car  Wheel  Company,  and  a  di- 
rector of  the  Niagara  Bank  of  Buffalo.    Mr.  Smith  is  prominently  connected  with 
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numerous  scientific,  benevolent  and  social  organizations.  He  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  and  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  in  1866,  of 
the  Franklin  Institute  of  Philadelphia  in  1867,  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  En- 
gineers and  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  in  1871,  of  the  Engineers' 
Society  of  Western  New  York  and  the  Grolier  and  Players'  Clubs  of  New  York  city 
in  1895,  and  of  the  Shakespeare  Society  of  New  York  in  1896.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo,  Falconwood,  Saturn,  Country,  Fortnightly,  Liberal,  Uni- 
versity, Ellicott  and  Riding  Clubs  of  Buffalo,  the  Duquesne  Club  of  Pittsburgh, 
the  St.  Maurice  Fish  and  Game  Club  of  Montreal,  the  Buffalo  Republican 
League,  and  the  Twenty  first  Ward  Good  Government  Club  of  Buffalo;  the  Buffalo 
Civil  Service  Association,  the  American  Protective  Tariff  League,  the  American 
Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  the  American  Economic  Association,  the 
Buffalo  Merchants'  Exchange,  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadelphia  Central 
High  School,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Artists;  and  an 
honorary  member  of  Hobart  Chapter,  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  elected  in  1894,  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Buffalo  in  1887,  serving  as  its 
secretary  until  1880,  vice-president  from  1883  to  1888,  and  since  then  president.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  from  July  20,  1887,  to 
December  18,  1890,  and  in  1889  was  elected  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute.  In  1890  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  in  1895  vice- 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy.  In  1890  he  was  also  elected  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  since 
1891  has  served  as  chairman  of  its  museum  committee.  In  1892  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  representing  Col.  Christopher  Meng, 
assistant  deputy  quartermaster-general,  Continental  Arm.y,  and  in  1895  was  elected 
vice-president  and  in  1897  president  of  the  Buffalo  Association.  He  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  January  1,  1894,  in  which  year 
he  was  a  delegate  from  the  society  to  the  Eleventh  International  Congress  of  Med- 
icine and  Surgery  at  Rome  and  also  visited  the  Orient.  In  1896  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Library.  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Western 
New  York,  representing  the  highest  standard  of  public  spirit,  progressive  enterprise, 
and  benevolence.  He  was  married  in  St.  Mark's  P.  E.  church.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
July  14,  1864,  to  Mary  Stewart  Ives,  daughter  of  Chauncey  Pelton  and  Charlotte 
Brownell  (Stewart)  Ives.  She  was  born  in  Lansingburgh,  N.Y.,  November  15,  1839. 
They  have  two  sons:  Pemberton  Smith,  born  June  3,  1865,  a  graduate  as  C.  E.  of 
the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  in  1888,  now  associated  with  his  father,  and 
Chauncey  Pelton  Smith,  M.  D.,  born  October  27,  1869,  a  graduate  as  M.  D.  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  post-graduate  of 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  and  now  a  practicing  surgeon  in  Buffalo. 

Thomas,  William  G.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henr}^  and  Katharine  (Heineman)  Thomas, 
natives  of  Germany,  was  born  in  New  York  city  January  24,  1863.  His  parents 
came  to  America  in  1853  and  in  1872  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  the  father  was  en- 
gaged in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  until  his  death  December  31,  1885,  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years;  the  mother  still  survives.  William  G.  Thomas  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Business  University,  and  obtained  his  first  busi- 
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ness  experience  in  the  dry  goods  establishment  of  Fhnt  &  Kent,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  rising  from  the  position  of  cash  boy  to  that  of  salesman.  He  was  after- 
wards in  the  employ  of  Bradstreet's  Commercial  Agency  for  seven  years,  and  in 
Feburary,  1886,  resigned  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  settlement  of  his  father's 
estate.  On  March  8,  1887,  he  became  a  messenger  in  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  where  he 
remained  until  March  1,  1894,  serving  during  the  last  three  years  as  general  book- 
keeper. He  then  became  district  manager  for  Western  New  York  of  the  Cosmo- 
politan Building  and  Loan  Association,  of  Syracuse,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  This  association  was  incorporated  March  30,  1892, 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000,000,  and  is  one  of  the  strongest  of  its  kind  in 
the  State.  It  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  successful  business  in  Western  New 
York,  and  especially  in  Buffalo,  where  it  takes  a  leading  rank  as  a  sound  progress- 
ive institution.  Mr.  Thomas  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  has  been  very  active  in  the  growth  and  work  of  the  Young  People's  So- 
ciety of  Christian  Endeavor,  serving  as  the  first  vice-president  of  the  New  York 
State  Union  and  as  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Union.  June 
80,  1896,  he  married  Susie  E.,  daughter  of  George  A.  Cole,  of  Buffalo. 

Stewart,  Allen  T.,  Buffalo,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1887  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Thomas  Kennett,  merchant  tailor,  as  a  cutter.  He  had  thoroughly  learned  his  trade 
with  Charles  A.  Smith  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass.  In  1890  he  formed  a  copartnership 
with  William  H.  Lyons,  which  still  contmues,  the  firm  name  being  Lyons  &  Stewart. 
Mr.  Lyons  had  been  for  fifteen  years  previously  associated  with  the  merchant  tail- 
oring firm  of  Reagle  &  Robinson,  of  Buffalo.  Lyons  &  Stewart  are  among  the 
largest  and  best  known  merchant  tailors  in  the  city,  and  have  built  up  a  successful 
and  prosperous  business.  They  are  recognized  as  leaders  in  their  Ime,  importing 
the  best  weaves  of  French  and  English  looms,  and  giving  personal  attention  to  style 
and  fit.  Both  are  members  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Mr. 
Lyons  is  also  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a  Knight  Templar. 

McCarthy,  Franklin  Justin,  Buffalo,  comes  from  a  family  of  sailors.  His  ancestors 
moved  from  Ireland  to  Spain  and  to  Liverpool,  England,  and  came  thence  to  the 
United  States.  John  Justin  Macarthy,  his  great-grandfather,  emigated  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  Orleans,  La.,  prior  to  1760,  and  there  his  son,  Robert  Macarthy,  was 
born.  The  latter  married  Inez  Carlos,  and  had  two  sons,  Dennis  and  Charles,  who 
adopted  the  present  spelling  of  the  name,  McCarthy.  Dennis  McCarthy,  father  of 
Franklin  J.,  was  born  in  New  Orleans  about  1821,  married  Mary  Ryan,  a  native  of 
Toronto,  Canada,  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  died  in  1882.  He  was  a  sailor, 
as  was  also  his  father,  Robert.  Franklin  J.  McCarthy  was  born  in  Buffalo,  Febru- 
ary 12,  1858,  and  in  1876  became  a  sailor  on  the  lakes  in  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Steamboat  Company  with  whom  he  remained  about  twenty  years.  He  served  in 
almost  every  capacity  on  vessels  until  1887,  when  he  entered  the  office.  He  ad- 
vanced to  chief  steward  and  purchasing  agent,  later  to  assistant  superintendent  of 
repairs,  and  in  1892  to  superintendent  of  repairs;  on  the  reorganization  of  this  com- 
pany with  the  Erie  Railroad  he  associated  himself  entirely  with  the  Union  Transit 
Company  and  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Buffalo  Steamship  Company  in  the 
capacity  of  marine  superintendent  and  purchasing  agent,  which  positions  he  had 
also  held  for  four  years  previously  and  which  he  still  holds.    Mr.  McCarthy  began  at 
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the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  and  by  industry  and  application  rapidly  rose  to  the  top. 
Primarily  he  had  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  Buffalo  public  and  high  schools 
and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and  to  this,  combined  with  determin- 
ation and  constant  reading,  is  largely  due  his  subsequent  advancement.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  heavily  interested  in  real  estate  in  Buffalo  and  Erie  county  and 
also  in  the  south  and  west.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  holding  membership 
in  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.  July  31,  1889,  he  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Patrick  O'Day  of  Buffalo,  and  their  children  are  Mary,  Esther  and  Franklin 
Bullard. 

Mills,  Frederick  Hubbell,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  A.  and  Lodisa  A.  (Hub- 
bell)  Mills,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Leon,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1869. 
His  ancestors  originally  emigrated,  it  is  supposed,  from  England  to  Holland,  whence 
they  came  to  Connecticut  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  change  of  residence 
caused  a  change  of  name  to  Van  den  Miillen,  which  was  again  changed  to  Mills  by 
an  act  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature.  Dr.  Mills  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  town  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ran- 
dolph, where  he  entered  Chamberlain  Institute,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1888.  He  then  taught  for  one  year  at  the  Thomas  Orphan  Asylum  at  Versailles. 
In  1889  he  entered  Princeton  College  and  was  graduated  therefrom,  m  a  special 
course  in  chemistry  and  biology,  in  1891.  In  the  following  autumn  he  became  a  stu- 
dent and  lecturer  on  analytical  chemistry  at  the  medical  department  of  Niagara 
University,  having  charge  of  the  laboratory.  In  1893  he  resigned  and  entered  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  M.  D.  in  1894, 
receiving  the  gold  medal  in  surgery  for  the  best  essay  and  original  research.  After 
practicing  about  six  months  in  Leon  he  returned  to  Buff'alo,  where  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed his  profession,  being  also  connected  with  the  medical  department  of  Niagara 
University,  first  as  demonstrator  of  analytical  chemistry  for  two  years  and  since  then 
as  lecturer  on  medical  chemistry.  He  w^as  also  assistant  to  State  Chemist  Dr.  John 
A.  Miller  for  one  year.  Dr.  Mills  is  a  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Lake  Erie  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  American  Whig  Society  of  Princeton.  December  30,  1896,  he 
married  Adelaine,  daughter  of  William  S.  Robbins,  of  Buffalo  and  later  of  Chicago. 

Lary,  Herman  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Fox)  Lary,  was  born  near 
Amsterdam,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1851.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, came  to  America  when  a  boy,  and  was  highly  respected  in  the  community  where 
he  resided.  Mr.  Lary  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm,  attending  the  district  schools 
until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then  began  teaching,  but  at  the  close 
of  his  first  term  entered  upon  a  course  of  study  at  the  Fort  Edward  Institute,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  From  the  fall  of  1871  to  the  spring  of  1874  he  was  prin- 
cipal of  the  district  school  in  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  resigning  to  complete  his  studies. 
He  first  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  but  soon  decided  to  adopt  the  law  as  a  pro- 
fession, and  on  completing  his  literary  course  entered  the  law  ofBce  of  the  late  Milton 
J.  Warner  in  Waverly,  N.  Y.  In  1880  he  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School 
and  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York,  and  immediately  afterward  began  asuccessful 
general  practice  in  Albany,  where  he  remained  about  eight  years.  While  there  he 
was  corporation  council  of  East  Albany,  now  the  city  of  Rensselaer,  for  three  suc- 
cessive terms.    In  the  fall  of  1889  he  went  west,  as  far  as  Spokane  Falls,  and  spent 
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the  winter  in  Denver,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Colorado.  Returning  to  New 
York  State  in  the  spring  of  1890  Mr.  Lary  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession.  From  1892  to  1894  he  was 
associated  with  William  E.  Kisselburgh,  jr.,  afterward  deputy  attorney-general  at 
Albany,  under  the  firm  name  of  Lary  &  Kisselburgh.  Mr.  Lary  has  been  an  active 
Republican,  an  able  and  successful  lawyer,  and  a  man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit. 
He  was  married  June  25,  1878,  to  Maria  M.  Clary,  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 

Kerr,  Morrison,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  and  Martha  (Morrison)  Kerr,  was  born  in 
Cadiz,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  January  31,  1831,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Bellefontaine,  Logan  county,  Ohio,  in  1836.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
district  schools.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  on  the  farm  that  had 
formerly  been  operated  by  his  father,  about  two  miles  east  of  Bellefontaine,  on  the 
Walnut  Grove  road.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  business  as  a 
live  stock  broker  with  his  brother,  Thomas  L.  Kerr,  under  the  firm  name  of  Kerr 
Brothers.  After  one  or  two  minor  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  firm,  covering  a 
period  of  eighteen  years,  the  present  firm  of  M.  Kerr  &  Son  was  organized.  Mr. 
Kerr  is  now  president  of  the  East  Buffalo  Live  Stock  Association.  In  1852  he  mar- 
ried Mary  McLaughlin,  daughter  of  John  McLaughlin,  of  Bellefontaine,  and  five 
children  survive:  Ella  Maxwell,  William  Sprague,  Emma  May,  Leander  Brandt  and 
Paul  Lorimer. 

Mack,  Norman  E.,  Buffalo,  proprietor  of  the  Times,  was  born  in  West  Williams, 
Ontario,  Canada,  July  24,  1856.  His  parents  had  originally  settled  in  Cass  City, 
Mich.,  where  his  father  engaged  in  farming,  having  previously  been  a  large  con- 
tractor in  that  State  until  1868.  In  that  year  Mr.  Mack  went  to  Pontiac,  Mich., 
where  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  From  1872  to  1874  he  ob- 
tained his  first  experience  in  journahsm,  being  engaged  in  the  advertising  business 
in  Detroit  and  Chicago.  In  1874  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  after  four  years  in  various 
advertising  enterprises  went  to  Jamestown,  N.Y.,  where  he  established  the  Sunday 
Gazette,  which  he  sold  a  year  later.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  started  on  September 
7,  1879,  the  Sunday  Times,  and  on  September  13,  1883,  issued  the  first  number  of  the 
Daily  Times,  which  rapidly  won  a  foremost  place  among  the  leading  afternoon  news- 
papers of  the  city.  The  Times  has  always  stood  for  the  best  elements  of  municipal 
government,  and  has  been  a  power  in  reform  movements  and  public  progress.  It 
has  achieved  many  important  victories,  among  the  most  noted  of  which  was  the 
campaign  of  1897,  when  it  alone  of  all  the  other  English  papers  in  the  city  advocated 
the  principles  of  the  triumphant  party  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  causing  the 
election  of  Dr.  Conrad  Diehl  as  mayor.  Mr.  Mack  has  always  been  an  unswerving 
Democrat,  and  has  ably  expounded  the  principles  of  his  party  in  his  newspaper.  He 
was  for  two  terms  a  member  of  the  State  Democratic  Committee,  declining  a  re- 
election ;  a  delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1890;  long 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Associated  Press;  has  served  as 
one  of  the  park  commissioners  of  Buffalo ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Press  Club,  the  Buffalo  Orpheus,  and  the  Liedertafel.  December  22,  1891, 
he  married  Harriet  B. ,  daughter  of  Isaac  H.  Taggart  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Norma  Emily  and  Harriet  Frances. 

Stone,  Anson  W. ,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Richard  L.  and  Elizabeth  L.  (Thayer)  Stone, 
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being  the  youngest  but  one  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Richard  L. 
Stone  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  August  22,  1815,  and  in  1844 
moved  to  Frewsburg,  Chautauqua  county,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  L.  Thayer  on 
September  19  of  that  year.  She  was  born  in  Newfane,  Vt,  February  20,  1819,  and 
in  early  life  was  a  school  teacher.  In  1849  the  family  removed  to  Onoville  in  the 
town  of  South  Valley,  Cattaraugus  county,  where  Mr.  Stone  was  for  many  years  a 
merchant,  postmaster,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  In  earlier  life  he  was  a  lumber- 
man and  farmer.  He  died  while  on  a  visit  to  Buffalo,  March  11,  1894.  His  wife 
survives  him.  Anson  W.  Stone  was  born  in  South  Valley,  Cattaraugus  county,  Oc- 
tober 5,  1859,  attended  the  district  schools  winters  and  worked  on  the  farm  summers, 
was  graduated  from  Chamberlain  Institute  at  Randolph,  N.  Y. ,  in  1884,  and  after- 
ward received  two  years'  private  instruction  and  graduated  in  various  courses  of 
home  reading.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Ansley  &  Davie  of  Salamanca,  N.  Y., 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  October  4,  1889,  and  began  active  practice  there  as  amem- 
/  ber  of  the  firm  of  Coxe,  Whipple  &  Stone.  In  January,  1891,  he  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  has  since  been  chiefly  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Mr. 
Stone  began  life  without  a  dollar,  but  by  enterprise  and  self-application  has  ac- 
cumulated a  competency.  In  both  business  and  law  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. April  19,  1893,  he  married  Harriet  B.  Cravens  of  Randolph,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Beatrice  Pearl,  born  May  18,  1895. 

Nellany,  Charles  V.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Michael  and  Maria  (Grogan)  Nellany,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  29,  1872.  He  completed  his  education  at  Canisuis 
College,  receiving  a  gold  medal  for  elocution  at  that  institution,  and  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  m  1890,  being  valedictorian  of  his  class.  He  then  became 
a  student  in  the  law  ofiice  of  Tabor,  Sheehan,  Cunneen  &  Coatsworth,  and  in  1891 
went  to  Albany,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Parker  &  Fiero  and  also  the  Al- 
bany Lav/  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  this  State  March  29,  1893,  and  since  then,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  in 
the  law  office  of  Norris  Morey,  has  been  associated  with  the  well  known  law  firm  of 
Sprague,  Moot,  Sprague  &  Brownell  and  their  successors.  Moot,  Sprague,  Brownell 
&  Marcy.    Mr.  Nellany  is  one  of  the  rising  young  members  of  the  bar  of  Buffalo. 

Hennig,  Herman,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  October  16,  1852,  and  in  1855 
came  with  his  parents  to  America,  settling  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  in  1872  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Corlett  &  Tabor,  act- 
ing as  their  managing  clerk  and  remaining  with  them  until  his  admission  to  the  bar 
in  June,  1876.  He  then  opened  an  office  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  achieved  success  and  prominence.  In  1883  Mr.  Hennig  was  elected 
attorney  for  the  city  of  Buffalo  and  served  two  years,  and  during  that  period  con- 
ducted for  the  city  105  cases,  involving  an  aggregate  of  $241,560 ;  only  fourteen  cases 
were  decided  against  the  city,  the  judgments  amounting  to  ^1,625.  He  was  a  fear- 
less and  conscientious  official,  and  won  the  approbation  of  the  entire  community. 
Honest,  studious,  and  industrious,  he  is  an  able  lawyer,  a  man  widely  respected  and 
esteemed,  and  a  citizen  distinguished  for  his  public  spirit  and  excellent  judgment. 
In  1894  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  district  attorney,  a  position  for  which 
he  was  qualified,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  He  has  long  been  active  in 
politics,  winning  high  honors  as  a  campaign  speaker  and  orator.    He  staunchly 
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supported  the  Democratic  party  until  1896,  when  he  allied  himself  with  the  interests 
of  McKinley  and  sound  money,  and  has  since  been  a  Republican*  He  is  a  member 
of  several  fraternal  organizations  and  identified  with  the  best  elements  of  the  city. 

Montgomery,  Harry  Earl,  eldest  surviving  son  of  Hugh  M.  and  Susie  (Green) 
Montgomery,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  18,  1873.  His  father,  Hugh  M., 
was  born  in  London,  England,  in  1836,  came  to  America  when  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  wall 
paper  business.  Mr.  Montgomery  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  city,  and  in  1891  became  a  student  at  law  in  the  ofifice  of  Fred  M.  Ingle- 
hart,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March,  1895.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Inglehart 
imtil  December  1,  1896,  when  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Hon.  George  A. 
Lewis,  formerly  municipal  court  judge,  which  still  continues  under  the  firm  name 
of  Lewis  &  Montgomery. 

Kenefick,  Daniel  J.,  Buffalo,  district  attorney  of  Erie  county,  is  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Mary  (O'Connell)  Kenefick,  and  was  born  in  Buffalo  on  October  15,  1863.  He 
attended  public  school  No.  4,  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1881,  and  read 
law  with  Crowley  &  Movius  and  their  successors,  Crowley,  Movius  &  Wilcox.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  October  16,  1884,  he  entered  upon  a  most  successful  legal 
career  and  soon  won  honor  and  distinction  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  held  a  clerkship  in  the  city  law  department  from  January  1, 1886,  until  he  resigned 
January  1,  1887,  to  accept  the  appointment  of  second  assistant  district  attorney  un- 
der George  T.  Quinby,  then  district  attorney.  On  January  1,  1893,  he  was  appoint- 
ed first  assistant  district  attorney,  and  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Quinby,  November 
10,  1894,  Governor  Flower  appointed  him  district  attorney  of  Erie  county  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term.  In  1894  he  was  elected  district  attorney  by  the  unprecedented  ma- 
jority of  over  1,700,  and  in  1897  was  re-elected,  running  far  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
During  his  long  connection  with  the  office  he  has  zealously  performed  the  work  as- 
signed to  him,  and  has  won  a  high  reputation  for  ability  and  integrity.  Mr.  Kene- 
fick's  first  law  partnership  was  formed  with  Joseph  V.  Seaver,  later  county  judge; 
afterward  he  was  associated  with  Cuddeback  &  Ouchie  until  May,  1893,  when  he 
organized,  with  William  H,  Love,  the  present  firm  of  Kenefick  &  Love.  He  is  a 
prominent  citizen,  a  good  advocate,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club.  June  30, 
1891,  he  married  Miss  Maysie  Germain, of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Daniel  J. ,  jr. 

Grant,  Alexander  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Toronto,  Ont.,  April  26,  1856,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  His  first  railroad  experience  was  as  a  sleeping  car 
conductor.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  has  since  been  associated  wnth  the 
Wagner  Palace  Car  Company,  being  now  the  district  superintendent. 

Ferguson,  Frank  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Oriskany  Falls,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
October  31,  1855,  and  removed  with  his  parents,  Edwin  L.  and  Annette  (Clark)  Fer- 
guson, in  1866,  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  (then  called  the  Central)  High  School  in 
June,  1873.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  the  freshmen  class  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  at  the  end  of  a  four  years'  course, 
with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Charles  Beck- 
with,  remaining  with  him  until  Mr.  Beck  with  was  elected  judge  of  the  Superior 
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Court,  when  he  entered  the  law  office  of  James  E.  Ford.  In  October,  1879,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1880  he  formed  a  law  copartner- 
ship with  Mr.  Ford,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ford  &  Ferguson,  which  partnership  has 
continued  without  change  or  interruption  down  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Ferguson 
was  assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York  for  about 
two  years,  under  Col.  D.  S.  Alexander,  district  attorney,  but  has  held  no  other  pub- 
lic office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  also  of 
the  Buffalo  and  University  Clubs  of  the  city  of  Buffalo. 

Davis,  H.  Tovvnsend,  Buffalo,  son  of  Townsend  and  Anna  C.  (Knowlton)  Davis, 
was  born  in  Buft'alo,  N.  Y,,  June  8,  1867.  His  education  was  obtained  in  private 
schools  and  at  Harvard  University,  where  he  matriculated  in  1888  in  the  class  of 
1890.  In  the  same  year  (1888),  however,  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business,  and  in  1893  became  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Smith,  Davis 
&  Co.,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  promment  clubs  of  his 
native  city. 

Clark,  Horace  (Harv.),  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Lemuel  B.  Clark  and  a 
grandson  of  Horace  Clark,  whose  family  arms  and  crest  date  from  the  year  1612. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  4,  1862,  began  his  education  in  a  private 
/  school  in  New  York  city,  and  in  1882  entered  Columbia  College  of  Mines,  being 
elected  a  member  of  Psi  U.  Two  years  later  he  prepared  for  Harvard  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1885,  with  membership  in  the  Institute  of  1770 
and  Hasty  Pudding  Club.  He  then  entered  Harvard  University  Medical  School  of 
Boston  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1888.  While  at  Columbia 
and  Harvard  Dr.  Clark  rowed  with  his  class  crews  and  was  a  prominent  participant 
m  general  athletics.  Upon  graduating  he  became  connected  with  the  Boston  Lying- 
in  and  General  Hospitals  and  a  fellow  of  the  Massachusetts  and  Boylston  Medical 
Society,  and  in  the  same  year  (1888)  went  to  Germany,  where  he  familiarized  himself 
with  the  German  language,  remaining  a  year  and  a  half ;  meantime  he  took  a  special 
course  in  laryngology  and  rhinology  in  Vienna,  holding  several  assistantships.  In 
November,  1889,  he  returned  and  began  active  practice  in  New  York  city,  and  held 
a  faculty  appointment  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  throat  division  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Columbia  College.  Two  years  later  he  again  went  abroad  and  was  a 
student  in  the  private  laboratory  of  Professors  Arnold  and  Obersteiner  until  June, 
1892,  when  he  returned  to  America  and  located  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  practiced 
his  profession.  He  was  attending  surgeon  at  the  Charity  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat 
Hospital  for  one  and  one-half  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of 
Medicine,  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  New  York  County  Medical  Society,  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine, 
and  the  Harvard  Alumni  and  Laryngological  Associations.  He  is  also  consulting 
laryngologist  to  the  Lexington  Heights  Hospital.  He  has  written  and  published  a 
number  of  papers  on  surgical  subjects,  particularly  on  those  relating  to  his  special 
practice.    September  25,  1895,  he  married  Myra  May  Sefton,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Boland,  John  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Anthony  and  Winifred  (McDonnell)  Boland,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  21,  1875.  His  parents  came  from  Ireland  about 
1862  and  settled  in  Buffalo.     Anthony  Boland  was  a  sailing  master  on  the  great 
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lakes  until  about  1893,  when  he  retired,  being  the  owner  of  his  vessel.  John  J.  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  St.  Joseph's  College  in  his  native  city,  and  in  1894 
became  a  member  of  the  ship  brokerage  firm  of  Boland&  Co.,  which  was  established 
in  1892,  as  J.  A.  Boland  &  Co. 

Bodamer,  John  A.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Stouder)  Bodamer, 
natives  of  Germany  and  Loraine,  France,  respectively,  who  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  in  1828.  They  subsequently  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  John  A.  was  born  December  23,  1839.  He  attended  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  his  native  city,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  en- 
listed in  April,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  B,  21st  N.  Y.  Inf.  In  December,  1863,  he 
re-enlisted  in  Co.  M,  24th  N.  Y.  Cav.,  and  was  promoted  to  second  lieutenant  and 
later  to  adjutant.  He  served  with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  after- 
ward was  commissiond  lieutenant  in  the  10th  U.  S.  Cav.,  regular  army,  with  which 
he  remained  four  and  one-half  years.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  was  employed  as 
bookkeeper  for  the  American  Express  Company  until  1878,  and  since  then  he  has 
been  chief  clerk  in  the  Bureau  of  Engineering,  Department  of  Public  Works.  Mr. 
Bodamer  was  married  in  January,  1871,  to  Lenora  H.  Finn,  of  Erie,  Pa. 

Adams,  Hon,  Samuel  Cary,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  C.  and  Hepsibah  (Chadwick) 
Adams,  was  born  at  Federal  Stores  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  Columbia  county, 
N.  Y.,  December  22,  1820,  and  about  1823  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Collins, 
Erie  county,  where  he  obtained  a  meager  common  school  education.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  several  years, 
teaching  district  school  wmters  while  prosecuting  his  private  studies.  While  living 
in  Collins  he  was  six  years  town  superintendent  of  schools,  two  terms  supervisor, 
two  years  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  in  1857  member  of  assembly  from 
the  Fourth  Erie  county  district.  In  1859  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  began  the  study 
of  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1863,  and  serving  as  deputy  county  clerk  from 
1859  to  1864  and  deputy  collector  of  customs  from  1865  to  1867.  He  made  the 
practice  of  commercial  and  real  estate  law  a  specialty,  and  was  the  legal  adviser  of 
Pratt  &  Co.  from  1867  until  the  dissolution  of  that  firm  in  1886  and  also  of  Pratt  & 
Letchworth  until  1895.  His  death  occurred  November  17,  1896.  Mr.  Adams  be- 
came an  authority  on  municipal  affairs,  was  a  lifelong  Republican,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  a  member  and  one  year  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee. 
He  was  a  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  Wyoming  Benevolent  Institute  from  1883  un- 
til his  death,  and  gave  his  counsel  in  aid  of  such  charitable  institutions  as  the  Chil- 
dren's Aid  Society,  the  Newsboys'  and  Bootblacks'  Home,  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children,  etc.  He  was  also  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  1842  he  married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Isaac  White  of  Collins, 
who  survives  him,  as  do  also  their  four  children:  John  C.  of  Buffalo,  Hannah  M. 
(Mrs.  L.  Rowland)  of  Galesburg,  Mich.,  and  Hattie  A.  and  Carrie  A.  (Mrs.  Charles 
A.  Pooley)  of  Buffalo. 

Adams,  John  C. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  Hon.  S.  Cary  Adams,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 2,  1843,  in  Collins,  Erie  county,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  attended  the 
district  schools  until  1859.  He  then  removed  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  and  finished 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  He 
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spent  two  and  a  half  years  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  and  on  January  1,  1865,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Young,  Lockwood  &  Johnson,  stationers  and  printers  at  what  is 
now  209  Main  street.  In  1872  Robert  Johnson  withdrew  and  Mr.  Adams  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  firm,  which  became  Young,  Lockwood  &  Co.  Mr.  Young  died  in  the 
fall  of  1883  and  Mr.  Lockwood  in  the  spring  of  1885,  and  in  the  latter  year  Mr. 
Adams  and  J.  Herbert  White  succeeded  to  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Adams  &  White,  which  has  remained  unchanged.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  firms 
in  its  line  in  Buffalo  and  conducts  an  extensive  trade  at  209-213  Main  street.  Mr. 
Adams  was  somewhat  active  as  a  Republican  in  early  life.  He  is  a  member  of 
Queen  City  Lodge,  Keystone  Council  and  Chapter,  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery, 
and  several  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  of  Masons;  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  His- 
torical Society,  the  Merchants'  Exchange  and  the  Ellieott  Club;  a  life  member  of  the 
Young  Men's  Association;  a  foundation  member  and  an  organizer  of  the  Acacia 
Club;  and  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  city.  June  18, 
1884,  he  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Alfred  H.  Webster  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Edna  Maria. 

Adams,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  is  of  the  eighth  generation  on  both  his  father's  and 
mother's  side  in  America,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  Henry  Adams  and  Robert 
Seaver  (wife  Elizabeth  Ballard),  who  came  from  England  to  Massachusetts  in  1634; 
the  former  settled  with  his  wife,  eight  sons,  and  a  daughter  in  Braintree,  and  the 
latter,  who  came  over  in  the  ship  Mary  and  John,  located  in  Roxbury.  Descendants 
of  both  these  men  served  with  honor  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  were  on  guard 
duty  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre.  Daniel  P.  Adams,  father  of  William  H.,  was 
a  prominent  journalist  m  Western  New  York,  publishing  among  other  papers  the 
People's  Press  at  Batavia,  where  he  married  his  wife,  Maria  Seaver,  whose  family 
were  old  settlers  there.  William  H.  Adams  was  born  in  Medina,  Orleans  county, 
N.  Y.,  January  28,  1835,  and  when  a  child  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  received  a  public  school  education.  When  fourteen  he  began  learning  the  printer's 
trade  on  the  Buffalo  Express,  and  later  was  connected  with  the  Courier  and  Com- 
mercial; afterward  he  was  engaged  in  the  printing  business  for  sixteen  years,  and 
about  1867  took  up  the  business  of  life  insurance,  with  which  he  has  since  been  prom- 
inently identified.  Since  1887  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Buffalo  agency  of  the 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  member  of 
De  Molay  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  repre- 
senting William  Seaver,  adjutant  April  13,  1776,  and  brigade  inspector  for  Eastern 
Massachusetts  from  the  close  of  the  war  till  about  1810.  January  17,  1861,  Mr.  Adams 
married  Anna  Wheeler,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  they  have  had  three  sons:  Charles 
Wheeler  Adams,  who  died  Nouember  19,  1897,  aged  thirty-six;  and  William  H.,  jr., 
and  Richard  Wheeler  Adams. 

Aird,  Albert  F. ,  Buffalo,  is  a  grandson -of  Andrew  Aird,  who  came  from  Scotland 
to  America  about  1815.  He  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Philinda  (Tyler)  Aird,  and  was 
born  August  25,  1850,  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Richland,  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Pulaski  and  completed  a  course  at  the  Mexico  Acad- 
emy, and  for  twenty-one  years  was  associated  with  the  Cortland  Wagon  Company. 
During  most  of  this  time  he  resided  at  Pulaski,  and  during  the  last  ten  years  was 
their  general  agent  for  New  York  and  New  England.    For  five  years  he  was  a  stock- 
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holder  and  director  in  the  company,  which  caused  his  removal  to  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
where  he  won  the  friendship  of  Gage  E.  Tarbell,  a  native  of  Cortland  county  and 
now  third  vice-president  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Company  of  the  United 
States,  of  New  York.  In  July,  1894,  Mr.  Aird  resigned  his  position,  sold  his  interest 
in  the  Cortland  Wagon  Company,  and  removed  to  Buffalo  as  associate  manager  with 
Elihu  A.  Spencer  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society,  which  Mr.  Spencer  had 
represented  in  Western  New  York  for  twenty-five  years,  being  the  first  permanent 
representative  in  this  district.  Eight  months  afterward,  or  in  1895,  Mr.  Spencer 
withdrew  and  Mr.  Aird  became  sole  manager,  acting  as  such  until  June,  when  Will- 
iam F.  Osborne  was  admitted  to  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Aird  &  Osborne. 
On  June  1,  1897,  Mr.  Osborne  retired  and  since  then  the  firm  name  has  been  A.  F. 
Aird  &  Co.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  agencies  of  the  society, 
and  under  Mr.  Aird's  able  and  energetic  management  has  achieved  excellent  success 
and  commands  and  extensive  business.  Mr.  Aird  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
prominent  citizen.    In  1881  he  married  Stella  R.  Holmes,  of  Pulaski,  N.  Y. 

Volgamore,  William  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jasper  N.  and  Elizabeth  (Harris)  Volga- 
more,  was  born  February  23,  1866,  in  Benton  county,  Iowa,  where  his  parents  were 
pioneer  settlers.  In  1871  the  family  removed  to  Norfolk,  Neb.,  where  Mr.  Volga- 
more  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  went  to  Helena, 
Mont.,  in  1888,  and  completed  his  commercial  studies  in  a  business  college  there,  and 
remained  in  that  State  for  ten  years,  becoming  a  foreman  in  a  large  grocery  house 
in  Helena  and  later  engaging  in  contracting  and  other  enterprises.  He  also  became 
a  member  of  Montana  Lodge  No.  1,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  with  which  he  is  still  connected.  In 
1893  he  came  to  Buffalo  where  he  has  since  conducted  with  uninterrupted  success  a 
business  brokerage  and  real  estate  office,  which  is  now  one  of  the  leading  enterprises 
of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

Griffin,  John  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Harnett)  Grifhn,  was  born 
December  4,  1854,  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools.  In  1868  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  finished  his  education  at  St.  Joseph's  Col- 
lege, which  he  attended  three  years,  spending  his  vacations  as  a  messenger  on  Cen- 
tral wharf.  In  1872  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  freight  office  of  the  Erie  Railroad, 
under  John  S.  Hammond,  afterward  general  freight  agent  of  that  line,  and  finally 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  George  W.  Cothan,  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1884.  Mr.  Griffin  was  then  a  clerk  in  the  surrogate's  court  for  twelve 
years,  and  in  1896  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  He  has  long  been  an 
active  and  influential  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  delegate  to  various  political  con- 
ventions, including  the  State  convention  of  1884  which  declared  in  favor  of  Grover 
Cleveland  for  president.  He  also  managed  the  congressional  campaigns  of  Hon. 
Daniel  N.  Lockwood  and  that  of  Gen.  George  S.  Field,  a  member  of  the  first  Board 
of  Public  Works.  Mr.  Griffin  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
June  3,  1891,  he  married  Miss  Eva  Rose,  of  Olean,  N.  Y. 

Graves,  John  Card,  was  born  in  Herkimer,  N.  Y. ,  November  18,  1839.  His  family 
came  from  England  to  Massachusetts  in  1635,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  cent- 
ury his  grandfather,  John  Graves,  came  westward  to  the  Mohawk  valley,  where  he 
became  a  prominent  citizen,  serving  as  member  of  the  State  Legislature  and  sheriff 
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of  Herkimer  county.  Hon.  Ezra  Graves,  father  of  John  C.  and  son  of  John,  was  a 
distinguished  lawyer,  and  served  as  judge  and  surrogate  of  the  county  of  Herkimer 
for  sixteen  years  and  as  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  of  1867-(38. 
He  married  Maria  Card  of  Herkimer.  John  Card  Graves,  their  son,  attended  Fair- 
field Academy  and  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  in  1862,  and  in  the  same 
year  became  a  Mason  and  was  also  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York.  He  had  pre- 
viously read  law  with  his  father,  with  whom  he  at  once  formed  a  copartnership, 
which  continued  until  1867,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  attached  himself  to  the  National  Guard,  becoming  lieutenant-colonel  and  after- 
ward colonel  of  the  65th  Regt.,  N.  G.  N.  Y..  and  subsequently  was  commissioned 
brigadier-general  commanding  the  8th  Brigade.  General  Graves  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most members  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  and  is  widely  known  for  his  ability  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  law.  He  has  served  as  park  commissioner,  and  at  one  time  was 
president  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  and  Citizens'  Association.  It  was  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  new  charter  (1892)  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  was  obtained. 
He  is  a  large  real  estate  owner,  and  has  been  president  of  the  Eastern  Elevator  and 
the  New  York  State  Municipal  League.  In  1864  he  married  Augusta,  daughter  of 
Augustus  C.  Moore  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  seven  children. 

Stokes  Brothers. — The  extensive  general  contracting  business  conducted  by  the 
firm  of  Stokes  Brothers  was  established  by  William  Stokes,  the  senior  member,  in 
1875.  He  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1849,  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  Michael 
and  Catharine  Stokes,  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  He  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  1875,  when  he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building. 
He  successfully  contmued  this  business  alone  until  1891,  when  he  admitted  his 
brothers,  Henry  L.  and  Michael  F. ,  to  partnership,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stokes 
Brothers,  which  has  remained  unchanged.  Henry  L.  and  Michael  F.  are  also  prac- 
tical carpenters,  having  been  for  several  years  associated  with  their  elder  brother. 
The  firm  has  conducted  an  extensive  general  contracting  business  in  Western  New 
York,  Pennsylvania  and  Canada  and  has  offices  in  the  Mooney-Brisbane  building, 
Buffalo.  They  executed  the  woodwork  for  this  structure,  and  among  other  buildings 
erected  by  them  are  the  Church  of  Perpetual  Help  in  Buffalo ;  the  Catholic  churches 
at  Suspension  Bridge,  Albion  and  Wellsville,  N,  Y.,  and  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. ;  the 
old  and  present  Catholic  church  at  North  Tonawanda ;  and  several  flats  and  other 
structures  in  Buffalo  and  elsewhere.  For  a  number  of  years  they  have  ranked 
among  the  largest  general  contractors  in  Buffalo. 

Lamy,  George  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  March  19,  1846,  in  the  old  Lamy  homestead 
at  East  Eden,  Erie  county,  where  his  grandfather,  George  Lamy,  a  native  of  Lo- 
raine,  France,  settled  in  1829.  George  Lamy  bought  about  200  acres  of  laud,  kept  a 
tavern  and  died  there.  He  married  Katherine  Franz  and  had  five  children:  Jacob, 
Catherine,  Lana,  Henry  and  Peter.  Henry  Lamy,  father  of  George  H.,  was  born 
in  Loraine  about  1826,  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1829  and  died  on 
the  homestead  in  1895.  His  wife,  Salome  Hoehn,  died  in  1893.  Their  chil- 
dren were  George  H.,  Frederick  W.,  Charles,  Catherine,  Jacob  and  Caroline,  who 
are  living,  and  Henry  and  William,  deceased.  George  H.  Lamy  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  at  Springville  Academy,  and  in  1862  came  to  Buffalo  as  a 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  |7  per  month.    Afterwards  he  was  identified  with  the 
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transportation  interests  on  the  great  lakes  for  eight  years,  becoming  a  vessel  owner. 
Meanwhile  he  spent  two  years  in  the  West  on  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  being  present  at  the  driving  of  the  golden  spike  which  marked  the  com- 
pletion of  that  line.  Returning  to  Buffalo  in  1870  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the 
Erie  County  Penitentiary  under  Charles  E.  Felton,  but  one  year  later  went  with 
Mr.  Felton  to  Chicago  as  his  chief  keeper  of  the  House  of  Correction,  where  he  re- 
mained seven  years  and  nine  months.  He  returned  to  Buffalo  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  in  1880  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff,  which  position  he  held  under  W. 
W.  Lawson  and  Harry  H.  Koch;  he  was  under  sheriff  under  Frank  T.  Gilbert  and 
Oliver  A.  Jenkins,  and  in  1892  was  nominated  for  sheriff  of  Erie  county  by  acclama- 
tion, but  was  defeated  by  August  Beck,  In  1894  he  again  received  the  Republican 
nomination  by  acclamation  and  was  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years  by  13,299  ma- 
jority. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Republican  Convention  in  1894,  and  has  long 
been  a  prominent  citizen.  April  16,  1875,  he  married  Lana  C. ,  daughter  of  Martin 
Keller,  a  pioneer  of  the  town  of  Boston.  Their  only  son  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  six  months. 

Thompson,  Herbert  A.,  Buffalo,  coal  and  wood  dealer  at  the  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Curtiss  streets,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Du  Plain,  Clinton  county,  Mich.,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Margaret  E.  (Moore)  Thompson,  the 
former  a  carpenter  by  trade.  The  family  removed  to  St.  Johns,  Mich.,  where  Herb- 
bert  A.  attended  the  public  and  high  schools^  from  which  he  was  graduated.  Being 
interested  in  the  study  of  sciences  he  took  special  courses  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  Arbor  for  four  years,  his  principal  study  being  astronomy.  While  there 
he  manufactured  an  eight-inch  reflecting  telescope  which  is  now  mounted  and  in  use 
in  the  St.  John  (Mich.)  High  School.  In  1889  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  Buffalo  and 
was  employed  in  the  city  engineer's  office  as  a  draughtsman  for  four  years.  During 
that  time  he  established  his  present  wood  and  coal  trade  and  afterward  added  a 
general  storage  business.  Mr.  Thompson  is.  still  a  devoted  student  of  science  and 
has  the  practical  requirements  of  a  good  mechanic.  He  has  under  construction  an 
eighteen-inch  reflecting  telescope  which  will  be  completed  in  1898.  He  is  a  member 
of  New  Era  Lodge  No.  410,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Schwartz,  John  Leo,  Buffalo,  vice-president  of  the  Buffalo  Brewers'  Association, 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Kiefer)  Schwartz,  and  was  born  April  13,  1859,  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y, ,  where  his  father  settled  in  1836,  coming  here  from  Germany.  His 
birthplace  was  in  the  old  Fourth  ward,  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Chippewa 
streets.  After  attending  St.  Michael's  parochial  school  he  became  a  member  of  the 
first  class  of  St.  Canisius  College,  in  1870,  where  he  remained  four  years.  He  then, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  associated  himself  with  his  father  and  brother,  proprietors  of  a 
planing  mill,  with  whom  he  continued  until  1878,  when  his  father  died  and  the  busi- 
ness was  dissolved.  For  about  a  year  he  M'-as  clerk  in  the  insurance  and  coal  office 
of  Joseph  Berlin,  and  in  1879  he  established  a  coal  and  wood  business  for  himself, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  for  twelve  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  brothers, 
Edward  J,  and  Joseph  A.  In  1892  Mr.  Schwartz  formed  a  copartnership  with  Edward 
A.  Diebold,  John  S.  Kellner,  and  Joseph  Phillips  and  purchased  the  plant  of  the 
Queen  City  Brewing  Company,  corner  of  Spring  and  Cherry  streets,  which  has  since 
been  known  as  the  Star  Brewery.    This  establishment  has  become  one  of  the  city's 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


395 


leading  industries.  Since  1889  Mr.  Schwartz  has  been  colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment, 
Uniformed  Catholic  Knights,  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  is  a  prominent  Dem- 
ocrat, has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  advisory  committee  for  several  years, 
and  is  a  member  and  was  long  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Institute.  Since 
1892  he  has  been  grand  treasurer  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  president  of  the  alumni  of  St. 
Canisius  College  since  1894,  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Volksfreund  Printing  Com- 
pany since  1887.  He  is  a  trustee  of  St.  Michael's  church,  and  a  member  of  the  Buf- 
falo Orpheus,  the  C.  B.  L.,  and  the  R.  A.  October  12,  1887,  he  married  Elizabeth 
J.  Zegewitz,  of  Rochester. 

Crandall,  Mrs.  A.  B. ,  Buffalo. — Azor  Brown  Crandall,  son  of  Francis  and  Lavina 
(Brown)  Crandall,  was  born  at  Sloansville,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1829.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  also  Schoharie  College,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen, with  characteristic  energy,  went  to  New  York  and  for  some  time  was  engaged 
in  the  clothing  business,  afterward  becoming  proprietor  of  the  Broadway  Hotel.  He 
was  elected  alderman  from  the  Ninth  ward  of  that  city  for  three  terms.  He  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1879  to  conduct  the  old  Stock  Exchange  Hotel.  His  management  was 
so  efficient  that  the  increase  of  patronage  became  too  great  for  the  capacity  of  the 
house,  and  he  secured  what  was  then  the  largest  hotel  building  in  East  Buffalo,  known 
as  the  "Brick  Hotel,"  remodeling  it  to  suit  his  requirements.  This  hostelry  soon 
became  widely  known  to  horsemen  of  both  countries  as  the  "  Crandall  House."  Mr. 
Crandall's  nature  was  of  the  kind  which  makes  a  man  successful  as  a  hotel  manager; 
he  numbered  his  acquaintances  by  hundreds,  and  it  is  said  that  he  rarely  forgot  a 
face.  Generous  andpablic  spirited,  he  was  always  willing  to  assist  in  attaining  any 
worthy  object.  The  Crandall  House  had  been  established  for  some  time  when  Mr. 
Crandall  went  into  the  horse  business  on  a  large  scale.  He  originated  the  plan  of 
selling  horses  at  auction,  and  at  the  first  sale  sold  twenty-five  animals.  He  contrib- 
uted largely  to  the  fame  of  East  Buffalo  as  a  horse  market,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  over  26,000  horses  were  sold  from  his  stables  annually.  Mr.  Crandall  was  a 
veteran  of  the  late  war,  and  was  awarded  a  medal  by  Congress  for  gallantry  in  the 
field.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Gentlemen's  Driving  Park  Associa- 
tion, and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  May  6,  1858,  he  married  Marguerite  Ida,  daugh- 
ter of  Hugh  Gilmore,  of  New  York  city  who  survives  him.  He  died  April  2,  1895, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Blythe,  Samuel  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1868, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  H.  Blythe,  who  has  been  for  twenty  years  the  editor  of  the 
Livingston  Republican,  one  of  the  best  known  weeklies  in  Western  New  York. 
He  was  educated  in  the  Geneseo  State  Normal  School,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  to  become  assistant  postmaster  at  Geneseo.  He  worked  for  his  father  on  the 
Livingston  Republican  and  early  in  the  year  1886  obtained  a  place  as  a  reporter  on 
the  city  staff  of  the  Rochester  Democrat  and  Chronicle.  In  March,  1887,  with  a 
partner,  he  purchased  the  Adrian  (Mich.)  Evening  Record,  which  venture  proved  un- 
successful, and  afterward  he  worked  as  a  reporter  in  various  cities,  including  Pitts- 
burg, Wheeling  and  St.  Louis.  Returning  home  in  1888  Mr.  Blythe  was  editor  of 
the  Livingston  Republican  until  March  15,  1889,  when  he  again  accepted  a  position 
on  the  Rochester  Democrat  and  Chronicle,  working  as  reporter,  sporting  editor  and 
dramatic  critic  until  December  14,  1891.    He  then  came  to  Buffalo  as  special  writer 
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and  dramatic  critic  on  the  Buffalo  Express,  where  he  was  successively  promoted  to 
the  positions  of  editorial  writer,  news  editor,  city  editor  and  managing  editor,  which 
he  filled  with  great  credit  and  ability.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1897,  he  resigned  the 
managing  editorship  of  the  Express  to  become  editor-in-chief  of  the  Buffalo  En- 
quirer, which  position  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Blythe  is  an  able  writer,  a  man  of  broad 
journalistic  experience,  and  a  scholar  whose  attainments  are  largely  the  result  of 
his  personal  efforts  and  perseverance.  He  wields  a  fluent  and  graceful  pen,  and 
ranks  high  among  the  leading  journalists  of  Western  New  York.  He  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Free  Mason,  and  a  member  of  Ellicott,  Arcadia  and  Independent 
Clubs  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Press  Club,  and  the  Rochester  Yacht  Club.  On  Sep- 
tember 19,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Carolyn  Hamilton  Oakes,  of  Rochester,  and  they 
have  one  son. 

Rogers,  Frank  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Bradley  D.  and  Louise  (Williams)  Rogers,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  17,  1862.  His  first  business  experience  after  com- 
pleting his  schooling  was  in  his  father's  commission  house.  He  continued  in  the 
produce  commission  business  until  1884,  when  he  was  admitted  to  membership.  In 
October,  1895,  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  firm  of  B.  D.  Rogers  &■  Sons,  and 
engaged  in  business  alone  at  149  Michigan  street,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a 
successful  establishment.  Aside  from  his  general  produce  commission  business,  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  supplying  steamers  and  hotels  with  provisions.  Mr.  Rogers 
has  had  many  years'  experience  in  his  line,  and  has  acquired  a  large  patronage.  He 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Buffalo  Produce  Exchange  and  of  the  National  Com- 
mission Merchants'  League,  and  is  also  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Washington  Lodge  No.  240.  In  April,  1884,  he  married  Ella  E.  McNeal, 
of  Buffalo.    They  have  two  children  •  Bradley  A.  and  Edyth  A. 

Mansfield,  Charles  C,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  leading  live  stock  brokers  of  East  Buf- 
falo, is  a  son  of  J.  R.  and  Ruth  (Hines)  Mansfield,  and  was  born  near  Muncie,  Dela- 
ware county,  Ind.,  March  3,  1848.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  where  he  afterward  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  1886  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  Doty,  Watkins  &  Meeks,  live  stock 
brokers,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  became  a  member  of  the  live 
stock  commission  firm  of  Harrison,  Williamson  &  Mansfield,  which  was  changed  in 
September,  1892,  to  Williamson  &  Mansfield.  In  1893  N.  W.  Ransom  became  a 
partner  under  the  present  firm  name  of  Williamson,  Ransom  &  Mansfield.  This  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  stock  firms  at  the  East  Buffalo  yards,  and  handle  * 
annually  several  thousand  head  of  hogs,  cattle  and  sheep.  Mr.  Mansfield  is  a  public 
spirited  citizen,  and  a  prominent  member  of  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M., 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  also  a  Chapter  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  Council.  October  12,  1870,  he  married  Amanda  I.  Hintou  of  Eaton, 
Ind.,  and  they  have  four  children:  Le  Roy  A,,  Kemper  G.,  Ruth  G.  and  Charles  C. 

Silsbee,  Harry  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Solomon  and  Mehitable  (Fuller)  Silsbee,  was 
born  August  10,  1864,  in  Friendship,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  he  was  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  He  was  afterward  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  along  the  Hudson  River,  and  in  1883  went  to  Albany,  N,  Y.,  as 
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the  local  representative  of  the  Mercantile  Accident  Company  of  that  city.  Five 
months  later  he  was  appointed,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  their  New  York 
State  agent.  After  one  year  in  this  capacity  he  became  the  Pennsylvania  State 
agent  for  the  Equitable.  Accident  Association  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  within  four 
years  had  built  up  one  of  the  largest  accident  insurance  businesses  in  that  common- 
wealth. At  the  end  of  that  period  the  company  was  consolidated  with  the  United 
States  Mutual  Accident  Company,  making  the  latter  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the 
world,  and  Mr.  Silsbee  was  appointed  its  traveling  agent  and  adjuster.  He  resigned 
this  position  March  1,  1891,  but  his  resignation  was  not  accepted  until  July  3,  and 
then  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  district  manager  for  Western  New  York  for  the  Security 
Mutual  Life  Association  of  Binghamton,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Silsbee 
has  successfully  built  up  a  business  aggregating  |2, 500,000,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  insurance  men  m  the  State.  He  has  resided  in  Buffalo  since  1892,  and  is 
a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.,  Iditum  Chapter  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Queen  City  Consistory  of  Buffalo,  and  Malta  Commandery  K.  T.,  of  Binghamton. 
March  14,  1868,  he  married  Clara  E.,  daughter  of  Harrison  Higgins  of  Friendship, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ralph  H. 

Jewett,  Edgar  Boardman,  Buffalo,  mayor  of  Buffalo  from  1895  to  1897  inclusive, 
is  a  son  of  John  Cotton  and  Priscilla  (Boardman)  Jewett,  and  was  born  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  December  14,  1843.  Soon  afterward  the  family  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
the  father  established,  in  1849,  the  concern  now  conducted  by  the  John  C.  Jewett 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Jewett  has  been  president  and  general  man- 
ager since  1885.  Mr.  Jewett  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo. 
He  early  developed  a  strong  inclination  for  business  pursuits,  and  when  sixteen  en- 
tered his  father's  establishment,  where  he  made  rapid  progress  in  learning  every 
branch  of  the  manufacture  of  refrigerators,  water  filters,  etc.  These  articles  have 
acquired  a  national  reputation.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  State  of  New  York  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  74th  Regt.,  N. 
G.  N.  Y,,  and  in  May,  1863,  was  elected  second  sergeant,  which  position  he  held 
during  the  campaign  that  followed  Lee's  invasion  of  Pennsylvania.  He  returned  to 
Buffalo  as  first  sergeant  of  his  company,  and  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  June 
29,  1865;  captain  April  3,  1866;  major  and  inspector  of  rifle  practice,  31st  brigade, 
April  11,  1877;  inspector,  14th  brigade,  October  9,  1879;  lieutenant-colonel  and  chief 
of  staff,  14th  brigade,  October  25,  1880;  and  brigadier-general,  8th  brigade,  March 
29,  1884.  He  resigned  from  the  service  December  7,  1885,  to  accept  the  positions  of 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  John  C.  Jewett  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  connected.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Cary  Safe  Com- 
pany of  Buffalo.  General  Jewett  has  long  been  one  of  the  leadmg  Republicans  of 
the  city.  On  March  1,  1894,  Mayor  Bishop  appointed  him  a  police  commissioner, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  was  elected  mayor  of  Buffalo  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  10,000,  the  largest  ever  received  in  the  city  by  a  candidate  for  that  office. 
His  administration  of  three  years  was  characterized  by  numerous  public  improve- 
ments and  great  benefit  to  the  city  at  large.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen,  a  man 
of  broad  experience,  and  thoroughly  identified  with  the  city's  best  interests.  Since 
the  expiration  of  his  term  as  mayor  Mr.  Jewett  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Columbia  National  Bank,  of  which  he  had  been  elected  president  in  May,  1897. 
October  2,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Foster  Danforth,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich, 
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Meredith,  Sullivan  Amory,  Buffalo,  son  of  Gen.  Sullivan  A.  and  Julia  F.  (Towne) 
Meredith,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  14,  1865.  Gen.  Sullivan  A.  Meredith, 
his  father,  was  a  son  of  William  Meredith  and  a  great-grandson  of  Gouverneur 
Morris,  and  was  born  July  5,  1816,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  was  graduated  from 
William  and  Mary  College  at  Baltimore,  engaged  in  business  in  his  native  city,  be- 
ing associated  at  one  time  with  Samuel  J.  Randall  in  the  coal  trade.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  overland  emigrants  to  California  in  1849,  and  also  made  two  trips  to  South 
America.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  organized  a  company  of  the  10th 
Pa.  Vols.,  and  was  commissioned  its  captain,  and  was  wounded  at  Second  Bull  Run. 
He  became  colonel  of  the  56th  Pa.  Vols.,  was  appointed  commissioner  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  and  was  bre vetted  brigadier  general  by  Congress.  In  1865  he  came  to 
Buffalo,  engaged  in  the  proprietary  medicine  business  with  Dr.  David  Ransom,  and 
died  here  December  26,  1874.  His  wife  survives  him.  They  had  five  children : 
Sullivan  Amory,  Julian  Francis,  Gertrude  Louise  (deceased),  Mabel  Estelle,  and 
Grace  Ethel.  (William  M.  Meredith,  brother  of  Gen.  Sullivan  A.,  was  secretary  of 
the  treasury  at  Washington  in  1850.)  Sullivan  Amory  Meredith  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  took  a  two  years'  course  at  Harvard  University.  Since 
leaving  school  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  his  native  city. 

Morse,  David  R.,  Buffalo,  president  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank,  is  a  son  of 
Asher  and  Anna  (Reynolds)  Morse,  and  was  born  in  Westerlo,  Albany  county,  N.Y., 
October  14,  1819.  His  grandfather,  David  Morse,  came  from  Connecticut  and 
settled  just  over  the  line  in  the  county  of  Greene.  Mr.  Morse  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  in  his  father's  grist  and  saw  mills,  attending  the  district  schools  when  op- 
portunity permitted.  When  fourteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  and  for- 
warding house  in  Coxsackie,  where  he  remained  four  years.  Afterward  he  was 
variously  occupied  in  New  York  city  until  1843,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  trade  until  1850,  and  from 
that  time  to  1863  conducted  a  successful  ship  chandlery  and  vessel  business.  In  the 
latter  year  he  retired  from  active  life.  He  was  made  a  director  of  the  Erie  County 
Savings  Bank  about  1879,  later  became  its  vice-president,  and  since  1889  has  filled 
the  responsible  position  of  president.  His  ability  as  a  financier  is  well  known.  As 
the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  and  wealthiest  fiduciary  institutions  in  Western  New 
York  he  stands  high  in  banking  circles,  and  is  widely  recognized  as  a  man  of  in- 
tegrity, enterprise  and  sound  judgment.  With  only  a  limited  district  school  educa- 
tion he  has  won  his  own  way  to  eminence  and  achieved  success.  He  is  president  of 
the  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  Association,  was  for  .some  time  a  director  of  the  Buffalo, 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,  and  is  prominently  identified  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  city.  Though  often  urged  to  accept  political  honors  he  has  steadfastly  refused, 
with  one  exception,  when  he  served  in  the  Common  Council.  October  14,  1845,  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  G. ,  daughter  of  William  T.  Miller  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have 
three  children  living:  Jennie  (Mrs.  Walter  T.  Wilson),  Charles  M.,  and  Anna  (Mrs. 
Samuel  Ames). 

Morse,  Charles  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  R.  Morse,  president  of  the  Erie  Count)'- 
Savings  Bank,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  11,  1854.  He  pursued  a  special 
course  in  engineering  at  Yale  University,  and  afterward  was  employed  on  a  railroad 
engineering  corps  and  later  as  transitman  with  a  government  engineering  corps 
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along  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario.  About  1874  he  entered  the  Brooks  Locomotive 
Works  at  Dunkirk,  and  afterward  became  successively  a  machinist  in  the  Erie  and 
Lake  Shore  Railroad  shops,  locomotive  inspector  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
and  superintendent  of  the  Crown  Point  Iron  Company  at  Crown  Point,  N.Y.  From 
1882  to  1886  he  practiced  his  profession  as  mechanical  engineer  in  New  York  city, 
and  since  then  has  followed  the  same  business  in  Buffalo,  where  he  is  also  senior 
partner  of  the  Buffalo  Engineering  Company,  engineers  and  contractors.  Mr.  Morse 
has  been  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  since  1884 
and  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  since  January,  1895.  In  December, 
1890,  he  married  Kathleen  Edgar  of  Easton,  Pa, 

Corn  well,  Chauncey  C. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Harvey  D.  and  Olive  Graves  (Hulbert) 
Cornwell,  was  born  October  13,  1839,  in  Middletown.  Conn.,  where  he  received  his 
education,  attending  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  and  finish- 
ing at  the  Wesleyan  University.  He  was  bookkeeper  in  a  large  flouring  mill  there 
for  five  years,  and  in  February,  1865,  enlisted  as  a  fireman  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  serv- 
ing in  the  Gulf  Squadron  two  years;  in  1867  he  re-enlisted  and  served  with  an  ex- 
perimental corps  testing  engines  on  nesv  steam  ships.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  paymaster's  clerk.  In  1869  he  became  a  fireman  in  a  large  silk  mill  m 
Willimantic,  and  in  1870  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  as  chief  engineer  for  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  which  position  he  held  seven  years.  There  he  was  suc- 
cessively with  John  D.  Cutter  &  Co.  for  four  years,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
bags  and  satchels,  and  for  two  years  chief  engineer  for  the  Essex  County  Insane 
Asylum.  In  January,  1887,  he  removed  to  Holyoke,  Mass.,  as  chief  engineer  for  the 
Winona  Paper  Company,  and  in  the  spring  of  1889  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was 
chief  engineer  for  the  General  Electric  Company  for  five  years.  In  1894  he  became 
chief  engineer  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Paper  Company  and  in  1895  accepted  his  pres- 
ent position  as  chief  engineer  of  the  D.  S.  Morgan  building.  Mr.  Cornwell  is  one  of 
the  most  capable  and  best  known  stationary  enginers  in  Western  New  York.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Stationary  Engineers,  president  of  one  of 
the  local  bodies  (Keystone  No.  50),  a  member  of  the  Naval  Veterans'  Association, 
and  past  grand  of  Protection  Lodge  No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  past  chancellor  of  St. 
Paul's  Lodge  No.  29,  K.  P.,  both  of  Newark,  N.  J.  January  24,  1861,  he  married 
Maria  G.  Leonard,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  who  died  May  27,  1884,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Alice  R.  and  Gertrude  L.  He  married,  second,  April  27,  1887,  Catherine  J. 
Lynch,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Close,  Emory  P.,  Buffalo,  United  States  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  New 
York,  was  born  in  Buffalo  on  December  13,  1859,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  was  assistant  librarian  of  the  Buffalo  Library  from  1874  to  1877, 
and  in  this  capacity  acquired  a  varied  knowledge  of  general  literature.  He  applied 
himself  especially  to  the  study  of  stenography,  which  he  mastered,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  resigned  his  position  and  entered  the  ofifice  of  Slocum  &  Thornton,  official 
stenographers  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  8th  judicial  district.  In  1880  he  opened 
an  office  of  his  own  and  soon  afterward  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thornton, 
Briggs  &  Close.  In  1884  he  was  elected  official  stenographer  for  the  Assembly,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1885,  1886  and  1887  without  opposition.  From  1880  to  1888  he  was 
also  a  Supreme  Court  stenographer  for  the  8th  district.    Meantime  he  had  taken  up 
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the  study  of  law,  and  in  1886  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1888  he  began  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  first  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Close  &  Fleischmann  and 
later  as  a  partner  of  William  L.  Marcy  under  the  style  of  Marcy  &  Close.  In  July, 
1897,  Mr.  Close  was  appointed  United  States  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of 
New  York  by  President  McKinley.  He  is  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  Buffalo 
bar,  and  as  both  lawyer  and  citizen  is  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  He  is  an 
active  Republican,  has  achieved  honor  as  a  campaign  orator,  and  is  a  member  of 
Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Acacia,  Liberal  and  Buffalo 
Clubs  He  was  also  president  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League  for  the  year  1896. 
January  7,  1885,  he  married  Etta  S.  Cobb,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  D.  Cobb,  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  two  children,  a  daughter,  Shirley  Belle  Close,  and  a  son,  Lorenzo 
Cobb  Close. 

Depew,  Chauncey,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  B.  and  Helen  (Ganson)  Depew,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  May  20,  1868.  He  was  educated  in  private  schools  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  entered  the  local  freight  office  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  &.  H.  R.  Railroad  as 
clerk,  where  he  remained  for  four  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
cashier  and  later  to  that  of  agent  at  the  Green  street  office.  In  1895  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  responsible  position  of  division  freight  agent  of  that  line,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  occupies. 

Beard,  Philo  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Daniel  C.  and  Jeanette  (Burton)  Beard,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  17,  1847,  and  with  the  exception  of  four  years  (1892-96) 
spent  in  Chicago  has  always  resided  in  his  native  city.  Daniel  C.  Beard  walked 
from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Buffalo  in  1834,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  soon 
established  himself  in  the  grocery  business  with  V.  C.  Newell.  He  was  later  alone 
and  afterward  associated  with  George  W.  Hayward,  and  for  many  years  carried  on 
a  successful  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  trade.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  soap  with  Peter  Gowans  and  interested  in  various  other  enterprises,  and 
served  his  adopted  city  as  alderman  and  as  chairman  of  the  sewer  commission  that 
built  the  great  trunk  line  sewers.  He  and  his  wife  are  still  living  in  Buffalo,  having 
celebrated  their  sixtieth  marriage  anniversary  in  May,  1897.  Philo  D.  Beard  re- 
ceived a  private  school  education,  and  for  eight  years  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  with  George  P.  Thyng,  under  the  firm  name  of  Beard  &  Thyng. 
He  is  prominently  connected  with  various  enterprises.  In^  1879  he  was  elected  a 
trustee  and  later  vice-president  of  the  Erie  County  Savmgs  Bank,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  which  erected  its  handsome  new  building.  He  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Buffalo  for  many  years,  was  for  four 
years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  in  Chicago,  was  an  organizer  and  one  of 
the  first  directors  of  the  Queen  City  Gas  Light  Company,  and  was  supervisor  of  the 
old  Tenth  ward  for  six  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  Buffalo,  and  for  one  term  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Library 
and  for  several  years  one  of  its  trustees  and  real  estate  commissioners. 

Dudley,  Wesley  C,  Buffalo,  son  of  Reuben  and  Phoebe  J.  (Coleman)  Dudley,  was 
born  in  Colden,  Erie  county,  May  31,  1867.  His  father  came  from  Lincolnshire, 
England,  1849,  and  first  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  married;  he  subsequently 
removed  to  the  town  of  Colden,  and  since  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1895  has  resided 
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in  West  Falls.  Mr.  Dudley  attended  the  district  schools  and  in  1888  was  graduated 
from  the  Aurora.  Academy,  paying  for  his  tuition,  etc.,  by  teaching.  He  was  princi- 
pal of  the  Sardinia  Union  School  in  1888-89  and  of  the  Union  School  in  Alden  m 
1889-90,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  school  commissioner  for  the  third  com- 
missioner district  of  Erie  county,  a  position  he  filled  with  great  credit  for  three  years. 
He  was  the  youngest  school  commissioner  in  the  State.  In  1892  Mr.  Dudley  en- 
tered the  office  of  Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn,  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  October,  1894,  he  was  admitted,,  to  the  bar.  The  same  year  he  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Erie  County,  and  was  twice  re-elected  without 
opposition,  serving  until  he  resigned  in  September,  1897,  to  accept  the  appointment 
of  assistant  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  Northern  district  of  New  York. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1896.  In 
1895  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Milford  W.  Childs,  son  of  Justice  Henry  A. 
Childs  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  still  continues  under  the  firm  name  of  Dudley  & 
Childs.  April  18,  1895,  Mr.  Dudley  married  Floy  B.,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Aus- 
tin N.  Stickney,  of  Buffalo. 

Hengerer  William,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  foremost  merchants  of  Buffalo,  was  born 
March  2,  1839,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
In  1849  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  first  lived  for  twelve  years  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  where  he  completed  his  education.  In  March,  1861,  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  entered  the  dry  goods  store  of  Sherman  &  Barnes,  at  259  Main  street, 
receiving  $6  per  week,  but  on  the  first  call  for  troops  enlisted  in  the  21st  N.  Y.  Vols., 
the  first  regiment  to  go  to  the  seat  of  the  rebellion  from  Erie  county.  Returning  to 
Buffalo  in  1863,  after  a  meritorious  career  at  the  front,  he  accepted  his  old  position 
as  clerk.  The  firm  was  succeeded  by  J.  C.  Barnes  &  Co.,  and  they  by  Barnes  & 
Bancroft,  to  which  Mr.  Hengerer  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  1874  under  the  style 
Barnes,  Bancroft  &  Co.  They  removed  to  larger  quarters,  taking  a  building  after- 
ward replaced  by  the  "  Great  Iron  Block"  and  on  a  part  of  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  William  Hengerer  Company's  store.  On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Barnes  from  the 
active  management  in  1885  the  firm  became  Barnes,  Hengerer  &  Co.,  and  after  the 
death  (in  1895)  of  the  senior  partner  the  concern  was  reorganized  January  1,  1896, 
as  the  William  Hengerer  Company,  with  Mr.  Hengerer,  president;  C.  O.  Howard, 
treasurer;  E.  D.  Robbins,  secretary.  The  "Great  Iron  Block"  was  burned  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1888,  and  on  its  site  was  at  once  erected  the  present  mammoth  store,  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  complete  between  New  York  and  Chicago.  For  fully  twenty- 
five  years  the  business  was  confined  almost  exclusively  to  dry  goods;  from  this  it  has 
developed  into  one  of  the  largest  department  stores  in  the  country,  representing  over 
600  employees  and  combining  stocks  valued  at  upward  of  ^1,500,000.  From  a  trade 
of  $300,000  in  1865  it  has  increased  to  more  than  $4,000,000  per  year  at  the  present 
time.  The  strong  personality,  rugged  honesty  and  progressiveness  of  Mr.  Hengerer 
have  been  largely  instrumental  in  causing  this  wonderful  advancement,  and  to  him 
is  also  due  many  valuable  and  worthy  innovations  infused  into  the  great  retail  trade 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Hengerer  is  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  of  citizens,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  all  good  movements  and  contributing  constantly  to  the  general 
welfare.  He  has  been  a  park  commissioner  since  1884  and  is  now  president  of  the 
board,  is  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  School,  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
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Club,  Orpheus,  Liedertafel,  and  other  organizations.  He  is  also  one  of  the  founders 
and  president  of  the  Lutheran  Church  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  September  24, 
1863,  he  married  Louise  Duerr,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  eight  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  five  sons  are  connected  v^^ith  the  William  Hengerer  Company. 

Deuchler,  Henry  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Peter  and  Jacolina  (Pauly)  Deuchler,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  November  25,  1864.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in 
1884  entered  the  drug  store  of  Mrs.  Johanna  Keller  at  761  Seneca  street,  as  clerk. 
In  1892,  in  company  with  Andrew  J.  Keller,' a  son  of  his  employer,  he  purchased  the 
business  and  the  present  firm  of  Keller  &  Deuchler  was  formed.  Mr.  Deuchler  is  of 
German  descent,  his  father  having  come  to  this  country  in  1847,  settling  in  Dundee, 
111,,  whence  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  his  mother  having  come  from  Germany  to 
Buffalo  in  1847.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Count}'-  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
the  New  York  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Red  Jacket  Lodge  No.  238,  I.  O. 
O,  F.,  Cazenovia  Tribe  No,  330,  I,  O.  R.  M.,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1890,  he  married  Carrie,  daughter  of  Stephen  Keller  of  Buffalo. 

Cornelius,  Adam,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  23,  1837,  and  obtained  his 
education  in  that  country.  In  1850  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
in  Hamburg,  Erie  county.  He  was  variously  occupied  until  1857,  when  he  came  to 
Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  Philip  Houck.  After  five  years'  service  as  book- 
keeper, teamster,  etc.,  he  was  admitted  under  the  firm  name  of  Philip  Houck  &  Co., 
which  still  remains  unchanged.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Houck  the  latter's  sons  have 
been  identified  with  the  business,  Mr.  Cornelius  being  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm.  His  connection  with  it  covers  a  period  of  forty-two  years,  and  he  has  seen 
the  business  grow  from  a  small  beginning  to  its  present  vast  proportions.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  German  Insurance  Company  and  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and 
is  a  prominent  32d  degree  Mason.  In  June,  1863,  Mr.  Cornelius  married  Carrie, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hoover  of  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  daughters, 
Elizabeth,  Julia  and  Carrie. 

Goergen,  George  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Nicholas  J.  and  Catharine  (Smith)  Georgen,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  23,  1868.  He  received  his  elementary  and  business 
education  in  St.  Boniface  parochial  school,  Buffalo  College  of  Commerce,  and  Bryant 
&  Stratton's  Business  College.  His  first  employment  was  as  a  bookkeeper  in  the  of- 
fice of  William  Recktenwalt,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  accepted  a  po- 
sition with  the  wholesale  grocery  firm  of  Granger  &  Co.  as  a  billing  clerk,  which  he 
resigned  after  a  short  time,  to  take  the  position  of  cashier  in  the  grocery  store  of 
W.  H.  Granger.  In  1895  he  established  himself  in  the  grocery  business  at  916  Gen- 
esee street  in  company  with  his  brothers,  Joseph  J.  and  John  J.  When  this  firm 
dissolved.  Mr.  Georgen  engaged  in  business  at  715  Sycamore  street,  with  his  brother, 
Joseph  J.  In  1897  this  copartnership  was  also  dissolved.  Mr.  Goergen  now  con- 
ducts the  business  alone,  and  has  made  his  store  one  of  the  leading  groceries  in  that 
section  of  the  city.  In  October,  1895,  he  married  Tressa  Linneman  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Genevive  J. 

O'Brien,  William,  Buffalo,  son  of  Cornelius  and  Catharine  (Curboy)  O'Brien,  was 
born  in  Nanagh,  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  November  27,  1840.  In  1858  he  came 
to  this  country  and  settled  in  Waltham,  Mass.,  where  he  found  employment  with  the 
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Waltham  Watch  Company  as  a  polisher  of  watch  cases.  In  1861  he  entered  the 
Newton  Chemical  Works  at  Waltham,  and  studied  the  process  of  making  muriatic, 
nitric,  and  sulphuric  acids,  oil  of  vitriol,  lead  burning,  and  the  erection  and  practical 
working  of  acid  chambers.  In  1873,  at  the  recommendation  of  Prof.  Liebig,  a  prom- 
inent chemist  of  Baltimore,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  with  the  L.  L. 
Crocker  Fertilizer  Company,  remaining  in  their  employ  as  superintendent  until  1889, 
when  he  severed  his  connection  with  this  firm  to  accept  the  superintendency  of  the 
Milsom  Rendering  and  Fertilizer  Company,  which  responsible  position  he  now  holds. 
Mr.  O'Brien  is  a  practical  compounder  of  chemicals,  a  good  business  man,  and  an 
accomplished  gentleman.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  1845  he  married 
Catharine  A.,  daughter  of  Arthur  Mullen,  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Mary  E.  (deceased). 

Schick,  Jacob,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  January  20,  1866.  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1888,  settling  in  Buffalo.  His  first  employment  was  with  the  firm  of 
Becker  &  Wikser,  harness  manufacturers,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eight  years. 
In  1891  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Philip  Barchert,  and  established  a  harness 
manufactory  and  store  at  176  Genesee  street.  In  1893  Mr.  Barchert  retired  and  the 
business  has  since  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Schick.  He  is  a  member  of  German  Bun- 
dens  Lodge  No.  109,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Buffalo  Sangerbund.  Mr.  Schick  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him.  In  May,  1888,  he  married  Frances  Altman  of  Buf- 
falo, and  they  have  five  children:  Matilda  F.,  Emma  L.,  Jacob  A.  and  Oliver  F. 

Houck,  Henry  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  Philip  Houck,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June 
27,  1870.  He  acquired  a  liberal  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  city  and  after  completing  his  schooling  he  entered  the  service  of  his  father  as 
a  bookkeeper.  In  1891  he  was  admitted  to  the  firm  of  Philip  Houck  &  Co.,  flour 
jobbers,  in  which  he  is  at  present  interested.  Mr.  Houck  is  of  German  descent,  his 
father  having  emigrated  from  Germany  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  settling  in 
in  East  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  whence  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  established  him- 
self in  the  flour  business.  The  firm  of  Philip  Houck  &  Co.  has  been  in  existence  for 
a  period  of  forty-one  years,  or  since  about  1856. 

Reynolds,  Charles  J.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Slocum)  Rey- 
nolds, was  born  in  Osawatomie,  Kan.,  March  29,  1865.  When  he  was  but  ten  years 
old  his  father  died,  and  his  mother  removed  to  New  York  State.  He  obtained  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  East  Otto,  Cattaraugus  county,  at  Griffith  Insti- 
tute in  Springville,  and  at  the  Geneseo  Normal  School.  He  was  engaged  for  some 
time  as  a  school  teacher  at  North  Sparta,  N.  Y.,  but  decided  to  study  medicine,  and 
in  1887  entered  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  and  obtained  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  in  1890,  graduating  with  honor.  After  graduation  he  immediately 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo.  He  is  attending  physician  at  the 
Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum,  and  was  also  coroner's  physician.  Dr.  Reynolds  is  medical 
examiner  for  several  fraternal  and  insurance  organizations.  He  is  a  member  of 
Hiram  Lodge  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow,  being  past  district 
deputy  grand  master  of  Erie  district  No  5.  In  December,  1893,  he  married  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  William  Wilder  of  Caledonia,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Bernice  Caledonia. 
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Wolf,  J.  J.,  «&  Co.  (John  J.  Wolf  and  Louis  Hirtzel),  Buffalo.— John  J.  Wolf,  son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Hagen)  Wolf,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  27,  1860.  He  was 
educated  at  St.  Ann's  School  and  St.  Canisius  College,  became  a  stationary  engineer, 
and  afterwards  served  apprenticeships  at  the  carpenter's  and  the  tinsmith's  trades. 
Mr.  Wolf  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  secretary  of  the  East  Buffalo  Business 
Men's  Association,  treasurer  of  the  Industrial  Savings  and  Loan  Company,  and  a 
member  of  the  Single  Line  Dealers  Association  of  Buffalo.  In  September,  1886,  he 
married  Frances  Hirtzel,  and  they  have  four  children:  John  J.,  Frances  M.,  Mary 
C.  and  Rosie  M.  Louis  Hirtzel,  junior  member  of  rhe  firm,  is  a  son  of  John  and  Anna 
Mary  (Kaemmerer)  Hirtzel,  and  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  24,  1863.  After 
completing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  he  was  variously  occupied  until  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  J.  C.  Jewett  Manufacturing  Company  as  a  mechanic.  He 
afterwards  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  four  years  and  then  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  John  J.  Wolf,  which  still  continues.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A., 
the  East  Buffalo  Business  Men's  Association,  the  Single  Line  Dealers  of  Buffalo,  and 
the  Knights  of  St.  John.  In  November,  1887,  he  married  Kathrine  Schroeder,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  had  six  children:  Louis  P.  (deceased),  Louis  J.,  Kathrine  E. 
M.,  Mary  J.,  George  B.  aud  Edwin  L.  The  firm  of  J.  J.  Wolf  &  Co.  is  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  to  the  hardware  trade  of  Buffalo.  They  occupy  a  large  building  at 
761-763  Broadway,  and  carry  on  an  extensive  business  in  hardware,  stoves,  cutlery, 
etc.  They  are  progressive,  energetic,  and  enterprising  and  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
the  community. 

Glauber  &  Hunkemoeller  (Henry  J.  Glauber  and  Henry  Hunkemoeller),  Buffalo. — 
Henry  J.  Glauber,  son  of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Hummell)  Glauber,  was  born  in 
Buffalo  August  11,  1861.  After  obtaining  his  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of 
this  city,  he  conducted  a  cigar  business  for  three  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery trade.  Mr.  Glauber  is  a  member  of  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  September,  1877,  he  mar- 
ried Philomena  Hartman,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  they  have  seven  children.  Henry 
Hunkemoeller,  son  of  Caspar  and  Marie  (Moellerj  Hunkemoeller,  was  born  in  West- 
phalia, Germany,  September  24,  1855.  He  came  to  this  country  in  November,  1873, 
and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  employed  for  some  time 
as  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store,  and  variously  occupied  until  1886,  when  the  firm  of  Glauber 
&  Hunkemoeller  was  formed.  July  15,  1885,  he  married  Miss  Martha  Eckert,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  survive.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  C.  M.  B.  A.  Glauber  &  Hunkemoeller  formed  their  present  copartnership  in 
1886.  They  began  business  in  the  stores  578-582  Broadway,  but  the  rapid  growth  of 
their  trade  soon  compelled  them  to  seek  larger  quarters.  In  April,  1889,  they  pur- 
chased a  site  at  544  Broadway,  and  erected  the  building  they  now  occupy.  They 
are  doing  a  large  business  in  wholesale  and  retail  groceries  and  liquors,  and  are 
noted  in  their  section  of  the  city  for  frank  and  honorable  dealing. 

Klaus,  Anthony,  Buffalo,  son  of  Anton  and  Anna  (Bauman)  Klaus,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  March  13,  1855.  He  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected 
pioneer  families  of  Erie  county.  He  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  and  at  Bryant  8c  Stratton's  Business  College.  In  1883  he  became 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Fischer,  Klaus  &  Luippold,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  lumber  firms  of  Buffalo.    Mr.  Klaus  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  busi- 
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ness  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  In  addition  to  a 
lumber  yard  the  firm  operates  a  planing  mill  at  920  Seneca  street.  Mr.  Klaus  is  a 
member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  November,  1879,  he  married  Catharine,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Walker,  of  Pine  Hill,  Erie  county,  and  they  have  two  children:  Anthony  H. 
and  Catharine  B. 

Menge,  Frederick  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  C,  and  Matilda  (Kruse)  Menge,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  February  12,  1852.  After  obtaining  a  liberal  education  at  the 
parochial  schools,  he  served  a  three  years'  apprenticeship  at  the  tmner's  trade,  be- 
ginning when  he  was  but  thirteen  years  old.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the 
firm  of  Keifer  &  Housle  at  515  Main  street,  which  he  held  for  nine  years,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  hardware  and  tin  business  on  his  own  account  at  484  Genesee  street. 
In  1898  he  moved  to  his  present  location,  480  Genesee  street.  Mr.  Menge  is  a 
self-made  man.  He  has  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  Buffalo,  and  is  very  promi- 
nent in  political  circles.  In  1881,  when  he  was  but  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was 
elected  supervisor  from  the  old  Seventh  ward.  He  has  been  elected  alderman 
from  his  ward  three  terms,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  for  the 
past  seven  years.  During  this  term  of  service  Mr.  Menge  has  made  a  record  for 
ability  and  honesty.  He  is  public  spirited  and  is  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 
He  is  a  member  of  Concordia  Lodge  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Germania  Chapter  R.  A., 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  May,  1875,  Mr.  Menge  married  Mary  C.  Schwartzbeck  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  sons:  Frederick  H.,  William  F.  and  Henry  C. 

Billeb  Bros,,  Buffalo. — These  are  both  natives  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Ernest  H.  Billeb, 
jr.,  was  born  December  11,  1863,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  In  September,  1889, 
he  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  Michael  Lundrigan  of  Buffalo.  Edward  W.  Billeb 
was  born  March  29,  1868.  After  completing  his  education  he  was  employed  in  his 
father's  store  until  1892,  when  the  firm  of  Billeb  Brothers  succeeded  Ernest  H. 
Billeb,  sr.,  who  had  established  the  business  in  1860.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  successful  retail  grocery  houses  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  so  long  established,  together  with  the  efficient  management  of  the  Messrs. 
Billeb,  has  brought  it  an  immense  trade.  Besides  a  full  line  of  groceries  the  firm 
handles  large  quantities  of  hay  and  feed.  Both  members  meet  all  the  requirements 
of  successful  retailers,  being  liberal  and  just  in  their  dealings,  and  possessed  of  per- 
sonal qualifications  which  make  them  popular. 

Bayliss,  Alfred  W.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Smith)  Bayliss,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Colden,  Erie  county,  August  23,  1853.  His  parents  were  both 
born  in  England  and  came  to  America  m  1836,  settling  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  whence  they 
removed  to  Wales,  N.  Y.,  and  afterwards  to  Colden.  Dr.  Bayliss  obtained  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  East  Aurora  Academy;  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University  in  1886  and  was  graduated  in 
1889,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  During  his  last  year  in  college  he  was  medical  as- 
sistant at  the  Erie  County  Penitentiary  and  after  graduation  became  visiting  physi- 
cian. In  1890  he  opened  an  office  at  240  Peckham  street  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  subsequentl}"  removing  to  his  present  location  at  378  Genesee  street. 
In  March,  1891,  he  passed  the  civil  service  examination  and  was  appointed  a  district 
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health  physician  by  the  Board  of  Health,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Dr.  Bayliss 
is  medical  examiner  for  several  fraternal  and  insurance  organizations.  He  holds 
mambership  in  Eastern  Star  Lodge  No.  601.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  November  30,  1880,  he  married 
Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Jacob  Snyder  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children,  J.Will- 
iam, Florence  L.  and  Annie  B. 

Pfister,  J.  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Suttle)  Pfister,  was  born  in 
West  Alden,  Erie  county,  November  11,  1867,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  village.  He  is  of  German  descent ;  his  father  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany  in  1846,  settled  in  Lancaster,  and  thence  removed  to  West 
Alden  ;  his  mother  came  to  West  Alden  from  Germany  in  1865.  They  were  married 
the  same  year  and  still  reside  there.  After  leaving  school  Mr.  Pfister  »was  engaged 
in  farming  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  H.  G. 
Eichner,  who  conducted  a  bakery  at  220  William  street.  He  remained  two  years 
and  then  entered  the  employ  of  N.  Kans  at  403  Broadway,  remaining  three  years. 
In  February,  1892,  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  A.  P.  C. 
Compressed  Yeast  and  the  Prussing  Vinegar  Company,  which  post  was  tendered 
him  by  A.  P.  Callahan,  the  Chicago  yeast  manufacturer.  The  branch  was  started 
in  a  small  way,  but  under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Pfister  its  business  has 
greatly  increased  and  at  present  several  wagons  are  used.  Mr.  Pfister  is  a  member 
of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  On 
May  30,  1895,  he  married  Eliza  J.,  daughter  of  Edward  Ralph  of  Buffalo. 

Jaeckle,  Jacob,  Buffalo,  son  of  Philip  and  Anna  (Schlenker)  Jaeckle,  is  a  native  of 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was  born  December  14,  1852,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  parochial  and  public  schools.  Mr.  Jaeckle  is  highly 
respected  and  closely  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  thoroughly 
l^ractical  and  expert  lumber  manufacturer,  fully  conversant  with  the  requirements 
of  dealers  and  builders.  His  planing  mill  occupies  a  spacious  three-story  brick 
building,  131  by  208,  and  is  equipped  with  improved  machinery  and  appliances.  A 
special  department  of  the  business  is  fine  cabinet  work,  scroll  sawing,  and  molding. 
Mr.  Jaeckle  was  married  in  May,  1879,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Marx,  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  four  children :  William  J. ,  Annie,  Philip  and  Edwin  F.  He  is  a  member 
of  Modestia  Lodge  No.  340,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Ludwig  Lodge  No.  105,  A.  O.  H. 

Rosner,  Philip,  &  Sons,  Buffalo. — The  business  conducted  by  this  firm  was  estab- 
lished by  Philip  Rosner  in  1884.  He  is  a  native  of  Worms- on -the- Rhine, 
Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  1847,  settling  in  Canada ; 
in  the  following  year  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  When  he 
arrived  in  Buffalo  he  had  but  a  few  dollars.  This  he  invested  in  fruit,  starting  on  a 
small  scale  and  building  up  the  business  until  he  became  proprietor  of  a  fruit  store, 
handling  all  kinds  of  foreign  and  domestic  fruits.  In  1884  he  established  the  present 
grocery  business  at  251  Sycamore  street.  In  1865  he  married  Margaret  Lublee,  of 
Buffalo,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  William  F.,  Henry  E.,  and  Cecelia. 
Mr.  Rosner's  oldest  son,  William  F.,  has  been  identified  with  the  business  since  its 
start.  Henry  E.  was  admitted  in  1887,  the  firm  name  being  then  changed  to  Philip 
Rosner  &  Sons.    William  F.  Rosner  was  born  in  Buffalo  May  27,  1866,  and  received 
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his  education  in  the  public  schools.  On  April  20,  1890,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  Miller,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons:  Harry  E.,  and  William 
F.,  jr.  Henry  E.  Rosner  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  23,  1868.  After  obtaining 
his  education  at  the  public  schools,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  engraver's 
trade,  remaining  five  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Matthews,  Northrup  &  Co.  In  1887 
he  w^as  admitted  to  the  present  firm  of  Philip  Rosner  &  Sons.  In  July,  1893,  he_ 
married  Carrie  Ida,  daughter  of  Leonard  Miller,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Edna.  The  firm  of  Philip  Rosner  &  Sons  has  been  established  at  its  present 
location  for  fourteen  years,  during  which  time  an  excellent  trade  has  been  built  up. 
It  can  be  safely  said  that  it  is  one  of  the  leading  retail  grocery  houses  in  Buffalo. 

Fogelsonger,  David  R.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Wendell  and  Catherine  (Reid)  Fogelsonger, 
was  born  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county,  August  15,  1845.  After  completing  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  town  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  stone  business.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  continued  the  latter  business, 
and  in  1888  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Henry  L.  Fogelsonger,  which 
still  continues,  a  lime  business  having  been  added  to  the  original  stone  business.  He 
was  married  in  1875  to  Mary  E.  Kregloh,  of  Williamsville,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Myra  (wife  of  Henry  L.  Walker),  Charles  K.,  and  Etta  A.  Mr.  Fogelsonger 
is  a  director  of  Williamsville  and  Buffalo  Electric  Railroad  Company,  and  takes  charge 
of  the  stone  department  of  the  business  of  Fogelsonger  Brothers. 

Rochevot,  Oscar  P. ,  Buffalo,  secretary  of  the  Lion  Brewery,  is  a  son  of  George 
Rochevot,  the  founder  of  this  establishment,  and  his  wife,  Caroline  (Schelt)  Roche- 
vot. He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  19,  1869.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  he  entered  his  father's  office  and  remained  until  1892,  when  an  incorporated 
stock  company  was  formed  with  a  capitalization  of  $100,000,  with  George  Rochevot 
as  president  and  manager;  Caroline  Rochevot,  vice-president;  and  Oscar  P.  Roche- 
vot, secretary.  Since  the  death  of  his  father  on  January  29,  1897,  Mr.  Rochevot  has 
assumed  the  management  of  the  company's  extensive  affairs.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  excellent  ability  and  has  a  host  of  friends.  In  September,  1897,  he  married 
Emma  C. ,  daughter  of  Philip  Pierson  of  Buffalo. 

Bleistein,  George,  Buffalo,  son  of  Michael  and  Barbara  (Stroble)  Bleistein,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  6,  1861.  He  spent  two  years  at  a  German  pa- 
rochial school,  was  graduated  from  public  school  No.  15,  and  when  fourteen  became 
an  ofhce  boy  in  the  establishment  of  the  Buffalo  Courier  Company.  His  energy, 
perseverance  and  marked  business  qualifications  rapidly  won  for  him  a  permanent 
place  in  the  concern,  and  in  1881  he  was  made  superintendent.  On  the  death  of 
Charles  W.  McCune  in  1884  he  was  elected  president  of  the  company,  a  position  he 
has  ever  since  filled  with  great  credit  and  ability.  The  Courier  Company  published 
for  many  years  the  leading  Democratic  newspaper  in  Buffalo  and  also  built  up  an 
extensive  printing  and  binding  establishment ;  in  1897  they  sold  the  paper  to  Will- 
iam J.  Connors,  who  consolidated  it  with  the  Record,  under  the  name  of  the  Courier- 
Record,  and  since  then  the  company  has  devoted  its  energies  to  the  printing  busi- 
.ness,  having,  as  is  well  known,  the  largest  show  printing  house  in  the  world.  They 
also  do  lithographing,  engraving,  book  binding,  and  all  kinds  of  printing.  Mr. 
Bleistein  is  a  Democrat,  and  although  not  active  in  politics  he  is  nevertheless  an  im- 
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portant  and  influential  factor  in  his  party  and  has  contributed  much  to  its  advance- 
ment and  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  elected  president  of  the 
Home  Rule  Democracy  of  Erie  County  in  1893,  and  was  a  trustee  of  the  city  and 
county  hall  for  seven  years  and  chairman  of  the  board  for  four  years.  He  is  a  32d 
degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Country  and  Saturn  Clubs  of  Buffalo,  the 
Manhattan  Club  of  New  York  city,  and  the  Jekyl  Island  Club;  and  has  served  as 
president  of  the  New  York  State  Associated  Press  and  a  director  of  the  United 
Press.    April  28,  1886,  he  married  Mrs.  Ehzabeth  Wells  McCune  of  Buffalo. 

Carter,  John,  Buffalo,  has  attained  a  high  position  in  business  circles  in  the  brief 
space  of  time  that  he  has  resided  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  His  thorough  and  practical 
knowledge  in  building  and  construction  soon  ranked  him  among  the  leaders  in  the 
contracting  and  building  business.  Mr.  Carter  springs  from  a  family  of  masons  and 
builders.  His  father,  John  Carter,  was  a  mason,  contractor  and  builder  and  his 
paternal  ancestors  have  been  masons  and  builders  successively  since  1628.  His 
mother  was  Gordon  Thompson,  and  man}'  of  her  ancestors  were  also  ^masons  and 
builders.  Mr.  Carter  was  born  at  Castle  Douglas,  Scotland,  January  8,  1844,  and 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  place  until  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  had  mas- 
tered the  elementary  studies,  the  first  principles  in  mathematics,  and  some  French 
and  Latin.  He  then  began  to  learn  the  trades  of  mason,  stone  cutting  and  building, 
and  later  spent  two  years  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  studying  architecture.  He  then  re- 
turned home  and  continued  in  the  building  business  with  his  father,  and  after  his 
father's  death  he  and  his  brother  succeeded  to  the  business,  which  they  continued 
until  1881,  when  Mr.  Carter  left  his  brother  there  in  the  business  and  came  to 
America,  bringing  his  family  with  him.  He  first  settled  in  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  engaged  with  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  Company,  having  charge  of 
their  construction  work  until  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  after  a  year's 
time  was  general  superintendent  for  Green  &  Weeks  (architects),  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  five  years.  He  then  entered  into  a  copartnership  with  Henry  Rumrill, 
jr.,  &  Co.,  well  known  masons,  builders  and  contractors,  Mr.  Carter  taking  full 
charge  of  the  firm's  many  and  large  constructions,  for  which  he  is  so  eminently 
qualified.  The  firm  has  an  office  in  the  Builders'  Exchange  Building,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Builders'  Exchange  of  Buffalo.  In  politics  Mr.  Carter  is  an  inde- 
pendent. He  married  in  1879  Annie  Wilson  McAdam,  great-granddaughter  of 
James  McAdam,  the  inventor  of  the  macadamized  road  as  it  is  now  more  familiarly 
known.    His  family  consists  of  five  daughters  and  one  son. 

Hodson,  Devoe  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  March  23,  1856;  received 
his  education  at  the  Ithaca  Academy  and  Cornell  University,  and  read  law  in  his 
native  city  with  Hon.  Samuel  D.  Halliday  and  Judge  Marcus  Lyon,  beginning  in  the 
former's  office  while  he  was  still  in  college.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Septem- 
ber, 1877,  began  active  practice  in  Ithaca,  and.  in  1885-86  served  as  corporation 
counsel  of  that  city.  In  1888  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Hon.  Walter  G.  Smith, 
then  the  owner  of  the  Ithaca  Republican,  and  removing  to  San  Diego,  Cal.,  estab- 
lished a  newspaper  there.  A  few  months  later,  however,  Mr.  Hodson  returned  east 
and  located  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
his  profession,  winning  a  foremost  place  at  the  bar  as  an  able,  conscientious  and 
painstaking  lawyer.    He  had  been  in  Buffalo  less  than  two  years  when  the  munici- 
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pal  authorities  of  Niagara  Falls  elected  him  as  their  non-resident  corporation  coun- 
sel, an  office  he  held  two  years;  recently  he  was  tendered  the  position  of  city 
attorney  of  Buffalo,  but  declined  the  appointment.  Mr.  Hodson  was  married  to 
Mariette  Wood,  of  Painted  Post,  N.  Y.,  in  1880. 

Moot,  Adelbert,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  D.  and  Mary  (Rutherford)  Moot,  was  born 
in  Allen,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y. ,  November  22,  1854,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  at  Nunda  Academy  and  the  Geneseo  State  Normal  School. 
He  read  law  with  Hon.  D.  P.  Richardson  of  Angelica,  and  Hon.  Wilkes  Angell  of 
Belmont,  N.  Y.  took  his  degree  of  LL.  B.  from  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  November  22,  1876.  In  1877  he  began  active  practice  in  Nunda, 
N.  Y.,  forming  a  copartnership  with  George  M.  Osgoodby,  as  Osgoodby  &  Moot; 
two  years  later,  in  1879,  they  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  the  firm  became  Osgoodby, 
Titus  &  Moot,  which  continued  until  1882,  when  Mr.  Moot  withdrew  to  become  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Lewis,  Moot  &  Lewis.  This  copartnership  was  dissolved  in 
1893  and  Mr.  Moot  joined  the  firm  of  Sprague,  Moot,  Sprague  &  Brownell,  which 
was  changed  in  June,  1897,  to  the  present  style  of  Moot,  Sprague,  Brownell  &  Marcy. 
Mr.  Moot  occupies  a  commanding  place  at  the  Buffalo  bar,  and  is  widely  recognized 
as  a  lawyer  of  ability  and  distinction.  He  is  connected  with  the  facult}^  of  the  Buf- 
falo Law  School  and  a  member  of  the  American  and  New  York  State  Bar  Associa- 
tions, the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Liberal 
and  Saturn  Clubs,  and  the  Church  of  Our  Father  (Unitarian).  July  22,  1882,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  A.  Van  Ness  of  Cuba,  Allegany  count}^  N.  Y.  They  have  three 
sons:  Richmond  D.,  Welles  V.  and  Seward  A. 

Parsons,  Robert  G.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Samuel  V.  and  Sarah  (Thom23Son)  Parsons, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  6,  1856,  and  received  a  public  school  education. 
After  taking  a  full  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  he  accepted  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  White  Line  Transit  Company,  and  subsequently  held 
various  positions,  becoming  successively  accountant  for  the  United  Lumber  Com- 
pany, chief  accountant  for  the  Pratt  Hardware  Company,  and  accountant  for  Thomas 
W.  Cushing  of  East  Buffalo.  In  1889  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Lakeside  Pub- 
ing  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  also  became  a  member  of  the  advertising  firm  of  Rose 
&  Parsons.  In  1892  Mr.  Parsons  was  made  assistant  secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  and  in  July,  1894,  succeeded  John  Ransom  as  secretary,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  September,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Harriet 
Fobes,  daughter  of  Milton  D.  Fobes  of  Olean,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  sons, 
Milton  W.  and  Samuel  Vey. 

Foote,  Hon.  Robert  B. ,  Hamburg,  p.  o.  765  Elmwood  avenue,  Buffalo,  was  born 
in  England,  February  13,  1844.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1847  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  teaching  school  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  A,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols. ,  August  13,  1862.  He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Port  Hud- 
son Plains,  on  May  21,  1863,  and  was  honorably  discharged  July  25,  1863,  by  reason 
of  a  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability.  He  went  to  the  Pennsylvania  oil  regions  m 
April,  1864,  and  remained  there  for  three  years,  being  engaged  in  the  production  of 
oil  and  also  in  the  hardware  business.    Having  sold  his  interests  in  the  oil  country, 


410 


OUR  'COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


he  returned  to  Hamburg  in  1867,  and  in  the  fall  of  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1873,  serving  two  terms.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Erie 
Count}^  Republican  Committee  in  1875-76  and  in  1879  was  elected  county  clerk, 
serving  three  years.  Since  then  he  has  been  retired,  occasioned  by  spinal  disease. 
In  1893  Mr.  Foote  and  family  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  expects  to  pass 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  is  now  serving  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  City  and 
County  Hall.  In  1865  he  married  Mary  G.  Kingscottof  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
two  children;  Robert  B.  J.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  and  is  a  prac- 
ticing attorney  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  ;  and  Mary  G.,  who  married  George  A.  Kerr  of 
Buffalo.    Mr.  Foote  is  a  member  of  Swift  Post  No.  440,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  N.  Y. 

Corey,  Fred  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Daniel  M.  and  Angeline  (Kennedy)  Corey,  was 
born  at  Black  River,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  May  27,  1863,  and  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  three  years  old  and  he  moved  with  his 
father  to  the  town  of  Watertown,  where  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  and  at- 
tending the  district  schools.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Watertown  High  School 
with  first  honors  and  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1884,  and  then  engaged  in  teaching; 
he  taught  in  Jefferson  county  for  three  years,  and  during  a  similar  period  was  prin- 
cipal of  a  grammar  school  at  Norwalk,  Conn.  His  success  in  this  profession  was 
marked.  The  law,  however,  attracted  his  attention,  and  after  spending  these  six 
years  as  a  teacher  he  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Hannibal  Smith  of  Water- 
town,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  remained  fifteen  months.  In  September,  1891,  he  moved 
to  Buffalo  and  completed  his  legal  studies  at  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1892,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State  in  the  same  year. 
While  a  student  in  the  law  school  he  was  also  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Sprague,  Morey, 
Sprague  &  Brownell.  After  his  admission,  to  the  bar  Mr.  Corey  spent  two  years  in 
the  office  of  Robert  F.  Schelling  of  Buffalo,  and  on  July  1,  1894,  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Edward  D.  Strebel,  under  the  firm  name  of  Strebel  &  Corey,  which 
still  continues.  Mr.  Corey  has  won  signal  success  at  the  bar  and  enjoys  a  large 
civil  practice.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican,  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Club  of  Buffalo.  August  17,  1887,  he  was  married  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Ella  L.  Phelps,  who  died  February  18,  1890. 

Larkin,  John  Durrant,  Buffalo,  was  born  September  29,  1845,  in  Buffalo,  his 
parents  being  Levi  Henry  Larkin  and  Mary  Ann  Durrant.  Levi  H.  Larkin  was 
born  in  England  about  1816,  came  to  America  in  1832,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  June, 
1852.  He  first  entered  the  employ  of  George  Jones  (novv  George  Jones's  Sons), 
manufacturers  of  iron  work,  and  later  founded  the  old  Clinton  Iron  Works,  op- 
posite the  present  Buffalo  Library  building,  which  he  conducted  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  old  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  and  in  politics  was  a 
Whig.  His  wife  survives  him  and  lives  at  North  Evans.  He  left  seven  children,  of 
whom  two,  John  D.,  and  William  G.,  are  living.  John  D.  Larkin  was  educated  in 
public  school  No.  15  of  Buffalo,  and  when  twelve  became  a  clerk  in  the  wholesale 
millinery  store  of  W.  H.  Woodward.  Four  years  later  he  became  a  clerk  for  Justus 
Weller,  soap  manufacturer,  who  in  1870  sold  his  plant  in  Buffalo  and  moved  to 
Chicago,  Mr.  Larkin  going  with  him.  There  Mr.  Weller  established  a  soap  manu- 
factory, and  in  1871  Mr.  Larkin  was  admitted  to  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  Weller  &  Co.    In  1875  Mr.  Larkin  withdrew  and  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
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in  the  manufacture  of  soap  on  Chicago  street.  In  1876  he  purchased  a  site  on 
vSeneca  street  and  erected  a  factory,  which  has  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time  until 
now  it  occupies  a  large  plant  on  Seneca,  Carroll  and  Heacock  streets.  Elbert  G. 
Hubbard  became  his  partner  in  1878,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  D.  Larkin  &  Co., 
and  in  February,  1892,  the  Larkin  Soap  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  Mr.  Larkm  being  the  president  and  Mr.  Hubbard  the 
secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1893  Mr.  Larkin  became  treasurer  as  well  as  president 
and  D.  D.  Martin  succeeded  Mr.  Hubbard  as  secretary.  The  firm  employs  about 
400  hands,  and  manufactures  all  kinds  of  laundry  and  toilet  soaps,  toilet  articles, 
boraxine  and  chemically  pure  glycerine,  bemg  one  of  the  leading  and  largest  estab- 
lishments of  the  kind  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Larkin  is  a  Republican,  but  has  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  exclusively  to  business,  in  which  he  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful. May  10,  1874,  he  was  married  in  Hudson,  111.,  to  Frances  H.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Silas  Hubbard,  formerly  of  Buffalo.  They  have  five  children:  Charles  Hubbard,  a 
student  at  Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa.,  class  of  1899;  Frances  E.  ;  John  D.,  jr., 
also  a  student  at  Lafayette  College;  and  Harry  H.  and  Ruth  Read. 

Hill,  Henry  Wayland,  Buffalo,  lawyer,  was  born  at  Isle  La  Motte,  Grand  Isle 
County,  Vt.,  November  13,  1853.  His  parents,  Hon.  Dyer  Hill  and  Martha  P.  (Hall) 
Hill,  were  members  of  well  known  New  England  families.  After  preparing  for  col- 
lege in  the  schools  of  his  native  State,  he  entered  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1872, 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1876,  as  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society 
and  with  the  degree  A.  B.  ;  and  in  1881  his  alma  mater  also  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  A.  M.  From  1877  to  1879  he  was  principal  of  the  Swanton  (Vt.)  Academy 
and  from  1879  to  1883  of  the  Chateaugay  (N.  Y.)  Academy.  In  these  institutions  he 
fitted  several  classes  for  college.  While  so  engaged,  he  also  pursued  his  law  studies 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1884.  He  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  in  May,  1884,  in  partnership  with  Edward 
W.  Andrews,  esq.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Andrews  &  Hill,  which  continued  until 
the  death  of  Mr.  Andrews  in  May,  1896.  The  firm  had  an  extensive  criminal  prac- 
tice. In  1893  Mr.  Hill  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Thirty-first 
Senatorial  District  and  elected  to  the  New  York  Constitutional  Convention  of  1894, 
where  he  served  on  the  Educational,  Suffrage  and  Civil  Service  Committees.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  Convention  and  was  successful  in 
securing  a  constitutional  amendment,  providing  for  general  canal  improvement.  The 
importance  of  this  to  the  commercial  interests  of  Buffalo,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
entire  State,  was  second  only  to  that  of  the  original  provisions,  which  prepared  the 
way  for  the  construction  of  the  State's  system  of  internal  waterways.  In  1895,  1896 
and  1897  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Second  Erie  District  for  member 
of  assembly  and  was  elected  each  time  by  the  largest  plurality  of  any  assemblyman 
in  the  State.  The  official  journal  shows  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
legislators  that  ever  represented  Erie  County  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  passed  a 
score  or  more  bills  at  each  session  and  never  took  the  floor  without  carrying  the  As- 
sembly with  him.  Among  the  important  bills,  which  he  introduced  and  passed,  was 
that  establishing  the  Buffalo  Free  Public  Library  and  the  bill  appropriating  $375,000 
for  the  74th  Regiment  Armory  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hill  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  and  for  several  years  was  its  Recording  Secretary. 
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He  is  also  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Republican 
League  and  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  In  addition  to  his  professional 
and  his  legislative  duties  he  has  done  some  literary  work.  In  1886  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Smith,  daughter  of  Francis  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Swanton,  Vermont. 
His  law  office  is  at  No.  298  Main  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession. 

Lockwood,  Millington,  Buffalo,  is  a  Imeal  descendant  of  Robert  Lockwood,  who 
came  from  England  to  Massachusetts  with  Governor  Winthrop  in  1630,  and  whose 
sons  subsequently  moved  to  Connecticut,  where  the  family  have  ever  since  resided. 
Gershom  Lockwood,  son  of  Robert,  married  Ann  Millington,  and  the  name  Milling- 
ton  has  since  distinguished  the  Lockwood  family  in  each  generation.  The  descent  from 
Gershom  and  Ann  Lockwood  is  Gershom,  jr.,  Millington,  sr.,  Millington,  jr.,  John 
A.,  and  Millington,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Millington  Lockwood,  sr.,  was  a 
soldier  from  Connecticut  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  his  son  Millington,  jr.,  married 
Jane  Cuisac,  and  their  son,  John  A.,  was  born  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  June  17,  1822,  came 
to  Buffalo  about  1848,  and  engaged  in  the  printing  business.  Later  he  engaged  in 
printing  stationery  and  blank  books  until  his  death,  February  21,  1885.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  firm  of  Young,  Lockwood  &  Co.,  a  32°  Mason  and  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  that  order.  He  was  master  of  Queen  City  Lodge  No.  358, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  high  priest  of  Keystone  Chapter  No.  163,  R.  A.  M.,  a  member  of  Key- 
stone Council  No.  20,  R,  &  S.  M.,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery  No.  30,  K.  T., 
and  district  deputy  grand  master  in  1869.  In  1882  he  was  elected  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  with  rank  of  past  senior  grand  warden — an  honor 
never  before  or  since  conferred.  He  married  Adaline  C.  Shepherd.  Millington 
Lockwood,  their  eldest  son,  was  born  May  2,  1852,  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  always 
resided.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  in  1869,  spent  a  short 
time  in  teaching  school  in  Ohio,  and  .  then  entered  the  establishment  of  Young, 
Lockwood  &  Co.,  where  he  remained  until  1884,  when  he  established  his  present 
business.  Mr.  Lockwood  is  one  of  the  leading  stationers  and  blank  book  manufac- 
turers in  Buffalo.  He  also  handles  typewriters,  architects'  and  surveyors'  supplies, 
and  in  fact  everything  required  in  modern  office  work.  His  specialty  has  always 
been  the  latest  devices  pertaining  to  his  business,  which  has  largely  contributed  to 
his  success.  He  is  past  master  of  Queen  City  Lodge  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a 
member  of  Keystone  Chapter  No.  163,  R.  A.  M.,  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery  No. 
30,  K.  T.,  and  past  district  deputy  grand  master  of  F.  &  A.  M.  September  8,  1874, 
he  married  Edna  C,  daughter  of  Levi  Bronson  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Lucy  E.,  Alice  G.  and  Richard  Bronson. 

Plimpton,  George  Arthur,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Southbridge,  Worcester  county, 
Mass.,  September  19,  1837,  the  eldest  son  of  Chester  Plimpton,  and  comes  from 
sturdy  Puritan  stock.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Plimpton,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1620,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  adopted  the  Puritan  faith,  left  his 
native  country  and  landed  in  New  England  in  1641.  History  records  the  active  part 
that  Mr.  Plimpton's  ancestors  took  in  the  settlement  of  New  England  and  the  many 
hardships  and  privations  they  endured  in  the  early  Indian  wars.  Among  the  active 
participants  of  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution  were  his  great-grandfather,  Col. 
Daniel  Plimpton,  and  his  grandfather,  Capt.  Elias  Plimpton.    Mr.  Plimpton  came  to 
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Buffalo  in  1855  and  in  December,  1856,  after  a  course  in  bookkeeping  at  the  Bryant 
&  Stratton  College,  was  given  a  position  in  the  office  of  John  W.  Williams  &  Co.. 
grocers  and  druggists,  corner  of  Main  and  Seneca  streets,  and  has  been  connected 
with  the  business  down  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  over  forty  years.  In  1865  he 
was  given  a  small  interest  in  the  business,  the  partners  then  being  Edward  Harris 
and  William  Powell;  both  of  these  men  have  since  died,  and  in  1890  the  present  firm 
of  Plimpton,  Cowan  &  Co.  was  formed.  The  business  has  grown  from  one  of  mod- 
erate extent  to  the  present  exclusively  wholesale  drug  and  grocery  house,  located  at 
the  corner  of  Swan  and  Ellicott  streets.  Mr.  Plimpton  still  considers  himself  a  young 
man,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  directing  the  management  of  the  extensive  house  of 
which  he  is  the  senior  member. 

Royan,  Josephine  Frances,  superintendent  of  the  Fitch  Accident  Hospital  in 
Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  only  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Annetta  (Haller)  Royan,  both  of  whom  died  when  she  was  very 
young.  She  was  educated  in  her  native  village,  graduating  from  St.  Elizabeth's 
Academy.  In  1885  she  came  to  Buffalo  and  in  1889  entered  the  Buffalo  General 
Hospital  Training  School,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1891.  She  then  became 
head  nurse  in  the  Fitch  Accident  Hospital,  an  institution  founded  through  the 
munificence  of  the  late  Benjamin  Fitch,  who  left  a  bequest  in  his  will  for  the  pur- 
pose. It  is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society. 
On  the  creation  of  the  office  of  superintendent  in  March,  1892,  Miss  Royan  was 
appointed  to  that  responsible  position,  which  she  has  since  filled  with  great  credit 
and  satisfaction.  The  hospital  owes  much  of  its  development  and  present  condition 
to  her  able  management,  under  which  it  has  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time  and 
its  usefulness  constantly  increased.  In  January,  1896.  Miss  Royan  originated  and 
started,  in  connection  with  the  hospital,  a  post-graduate  school  in  accident  surgery 
for  nurses  who  have  graduated  or  have  had  previous  training  in  other  hospitals. 
This  department,  as  well  as  the  institution  itself,  has  been  very  successful  under 
her  care  and  supervision.  This  hospital  has  always  occupied  quarters  at  the  corner 
of  Michigan  and  vSwan  streets. 

Dopp,  H.  William,  Buffalo,  born  near  Magdeburg,  Prussia,  April  29,  1824,  was  the 
eldest  of  a  large  family,  his  father  and  ancestors  for  generations  having  been  the 
'  '"cloister  "  and  village  smiths  or  metal  workers.  When  fifteen  he  went  to  Magdeburg 
to  learn  the  machinist's  trade;  later  he  went  to  Berlin,  where  he  perfected  himself 
in  his  trade  and  also  supplemented  his  education  by  advanced  studies  in  mathemat- 
ics and  the  sciences,  and  where  he  was  drawn  into  the  political  disturbances  which 
culminated  in  the  revolt  of  1848.  He  took  a  part  in  that  historic  event  sufficiently 
prominent  to  draw  upon  him  the  attention  of  the  authorities,  and  early  in  1849  suc- 
cessfully passed,  with  his  wife,  the  military  lines  and  came  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  but 
in  1850  came  to  Buffalo.  He  soon  went  to  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  se- 
cured a  job  as  blacksmith's  helper  and  then  as  blacksmith  during  the  day  and  re- 
paired watches  and  jewelry  by  night.  Soon,  with  wife  and  child,  he  returned  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  secured  employment  as  machinist.  The  panic  of  1857  found  him 
in  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  machine  shops  of  the  Buffalo  Steam  Engine  Works. 
That  concern  failing,  he  began  business  for  himself,  and  finally  from  1878  devoted 
his  energies  to  the  special  line  of  work  in  which  the  firm  of  H.  William  Dopp  &  Son 
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is  engaged.  On  February  15,  1888,  he  died.  He  was  recognized  as  a  master  work- 
man and  a  clear  and  precise  thinker.  Many  elegant  designs  in  fancy  toilet  dies 
attest  to  his  skill  as  an  engraver,  while  the  records  of  the  Patent  Office  bear  witness 
to  the  versatility  and  fecundity  of  his  ever  active  mind.-  It  is  believed  that  he  was 
the  original  inventor  of  the  method  of  balancing  the  engine  slide  valve  by  a  relief 
plate ;  he  certainly  was  a  pioneer  m  petroleum  vapor  burners  and  the  methods  of 
sealing  bonded  cars  and  warehouses.  His  seamless  steam  jacketed  kettle,  remelting 
crotcher,  steam  press,  etc  ,  are  well  known.  These  are  but  few  of  his  nearly  fifty 
patented  inventions,  while  his  unpatented  inventions  outnumber  the  patented  ones 
probably  four  to  one.  Mr.  Dopp  married  Amelia  F.  Henicker,  a  native  of  Leipsic, 
and  the  daughter  of  one  of  Napoleon's  Russian  army  veterans.  She  survives  him, 
as  do  also  five  of  their  six  children,  viz. :  Mrs.  Michael  J.  Stark,  William  H.  Dopp, 
Mrs.  George  H.  P.  Nesen,  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Sweitzer  and  Emma  A.  S.  Dopp,  all  na- 
tives and  residents  of  Buffalo.  William  H.  Dopp  was  born  December  14,  1853,  was 
graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  in  1871  and  from  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor  as  A.  B.  in  1876,  and  at  the  latter  institution  also  took  special  courses 
in  chemistry  and  mechanical  engineering.  He  taught  a  private  school  in  Detroit 
one  year,  lectured  and  practiced  analytical  chemistry  in  Buffalo  two  winters,  studied 
the  beet  sugar  industry  in  Germany  for  a  time,  and  later  was  with  Rudolph  Eicker- 
meyer,  a  mechanical  and  electrical  engineer,  of  Yonkers.  Returning  to  Buffalo  in 
1884  he  entered  his  father's  establishment  in  1885,  and  in  July,  1886,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  H.  William  Dopp  &  Son,  of  which  he  has  been  manager  since  1888, 
the  name  remaining  unchanged.  Mr.  Dopp  is  a  life  member  of  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation, a  member  of  several  scientific  societies  and  was  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Electrical  Society.  In  1884  he  married  Theresa  B.,  daughter  of  Carl  Augustus 
Meyer,  and  has  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Bliss  Brothers  (Harry  A.  and  Frank  H.)  are  sons  of  Horace  L.  Bliss,  one  of  the 
oldest  living  photographers  in  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  October  6, 
1823,  came  to  Buffalo  about  1854  and  learned  the  photographic  business.  In  1859 
he  established  a  photograph  gallery  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Eagle  streets,  and 
successfully  continued  until  1886,  when  he  retired  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  made 
a  specialty  of  outside  photographs  and  also  did  considerable  commercial  work. 
Harry  A.  and  Frank  H.  Bliss  are  natives  of  Buffalo;  the  former  was  born  February 
28,  1866,  and  the  latter  February  6,  1858.  Both  were  educated  in  the  Buffalo  public 
and  high  schools,  learned  photography  with  their  father,  and  when  the  latter  re- 
tired in  1886  succeeded  him  in  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Bliss  Brothers.  Soon 
after  starting,  their  portrait  and  commercial  work  had  grown  to  such  proportions 
that  they  .separated  the  two,  locating  the  latter  on  Oak  street  near  Genesee,  and 
continuing  the  former  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Eagle  streets.  They  are  among 
the  leaders  in  both  branches  in  Buffalo,  and  enjoy  the  highest  reputation  for  artistic 
work, 

Pfohl,  Louis  L.,  Buffalo,  is  well  known  to  the  entire  community,  having  been  for 
many  years  a  successful  and  popular  real  estate  dealer  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  well  known  firm  of  Pfohl  &  Smith,  with  offices  at  No.  11  Real  Estate  Exchange 
Building.  He  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  where  he  was  born  October  3,  1859.  He  has 
honestly  earned  the  consideration  in  which  he  is  held  in  this  community,  and  the 
reputation  he  has  established  for  integrity  is  acknowledged  by  all. 
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Strebel,  Edward  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  and  Barbara  Strebel,  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  May  2,  1865,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Robert  F.  Schelling,  with  whom  he  was  associated  from 
1879  to  1892,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  October  9,  1890.  In  1892  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  alone,  and  two  years  later,  in  1894,  he  formed  a  copartnership 
with  Fred  D.  Corey,  which  still  continues,  the  firm  name  being  Strebel  &  Corey. 
Mr.  Strebel's  education,  as  w^ell  as  his  success  at  the  bar,  is  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts,  wisely  and  judiciously  directed.  Through  devotion  to  the  duties  and  work 
of  his  profession  he  has  achieved  his  present  standing  among  the  lawyers  engaged 
in  general  practice  in  Buffalo.  He  was  married  June  22,  1892,  to  Katharine,  daugh- 
ter of  Gabriel  Giesser,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert  L. 

Hoff,  Francis  L.,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  Richard  Hoff,  who  settled  at  what  is 
now  Spraker's  Basin,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  who  participated  m  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  private  in  Captain  Fisher's  com- 
pany of  the  third  Tryon  County  Regiment  Militia.  Members  of  the  Hoff  family  have 
figured  prominently  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  notably  Captain  Hoff  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  and  John  Van  Rensselaer  Hoff  of  Governor's  Island,  New  York.  They  are  of 
Holland  Dutch  descent.  Francis  L.  Hoff  is  a  son  of  John  D.  and  Harriet  (Watts) 
Hoft\  and  was  born  in  Savannah,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1862.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  Union 
Academy  at  Newark,  N.  Y.,  where  his  grandfather,  John  Hoff,  was  an  early  settler. 
In  1885  Mr.  Hoff  came  to  Buffalo  as  a  stenographer  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com- 
pany, and  tw^o  years  later  went  to  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. ,  to  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Martin  Anti-fire  Car  Heater  Company,  which  position  he  filled  until  1894.  He 
then  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  investment  brokerage 
business.  Mr.  Hoff  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  of  the 
Ellicolt  and  Buffalo  Yacht  Clubs  and  Buffalo  Republican  League.  He  was  married 
June  2,  1887,  to  Katherine,  daughter  of  James  Hoff,  of  Fulton,  Oswego  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Schuyler  Leslie  and  Nelson  Pruyn. 

Harrington,  Eugene  W.,  Buffalo,  eldest  son  of  Andrew  B.  and  Adelle  M.  (Perkins) 
Harrington,  was  born  in  Bethany,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. ,  May  30,  1866.  Ezekiel 
Harrington,  his  great-grandfather,  removed  from  Swanza,  N.  H.,with  two  brothers, 
and  settled  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  in  the  early  part  of  this  century;  thence 
Daniel  Harrington,  son  of  Ezekiel,  came  to  the  Holland  Purchase  among  the  earlier 
settlers,  locating  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Bethany  about  1830.  Andrew  B.  Harring- 
ton, son  of  Daniel  and  father  of  Eugene  W. ,  was  born  in  Bethany  in  1837  and  now 
resides  in  Alexander,  Genesee  county.  As  a  Republican  he  has  long  been  prominent 
in  local  politics,  and  as  a  citizen  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  the  24th  N.  Y.  Cav.,  and  served  through  the  war  in  Burnside's  Corps,  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  He  is  a  member  of  Upton  Post,  G.  A.  R.  of  Batavia.  Eugene  W. 
Harrington  was  educated  at  the  Genesee  and  Wyoming  Seminary  and  Attica  Union 
School,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  teaching.  Learning  telegraphy  he  was 
the  agent  for  the  D.  L.  &  W.  railroad  at  Alden,  Erie  county,  from  1885  to  1890,  and 
in  the  latter  year  came  to  Buffalo  as  cashier  for  the  United  States  Express  Company. 
He  devoted  all  his  leisure  to  the  study  of  law,  registering  as  a  student  in  the  offce  of 
Swift,  Weaver  &  Marcus,  graduating  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School  in  May,  1893,  and 
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being  admitted  to  the  bar  June  18,  1896.  Since  the  latter  year  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession.  He  has  also  been  deeply  interested  in 
the  study  of  finance  and  municipal  government,  and  has  written  a  number  of  note- 
worthy articles  on  these  and  kindred  "questions  for  the  local  press  and  other  journals. 
Mr.  Harrington  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  helding  membership  in  both  the  York  and 
Scottish  Rite  bodies,  including  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent and  active  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League,  formerly 
a  member  of  its  executive  committee,  and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Club.  He  ' 
has  already  taken  conspicuous  rank  in  his  profession,  and  as  a  citizen  has  won  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  June  25,  1885,  he  married  Clara  A. 
Losee,  daughter  of  Richard  R.  Losee,  of  Darien,  Genesee  county,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Richard  Losee  Harrington. 

Daly,  John  C.  W.,  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  in 
Canada.  Col.  John  C.  W.  Daly,  his  grandfather,  a  pioneer  of  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
succeeded  John  Gait,  the  poet,  novelist,  and  founder  of  Guelph,  as  agent  for  the 
Canada  Company  in  1831  and  held  the  position  until  1837,  removing  in  1882  to 
Stratford,  where  he  became  interested  m  milling  enterprises  and  also  in  the  first 
shoe  store.  In  1842  he  became  the  Stratford  agent  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  agency  in  1867.  He  was  the  first  postmaster  of 
Stratford  village,  the  first  mayor  of  Stratford  town,  a  pioneer  magistrate,  a  member 
of  the  first  district  council  of  the  united  counties  of  Huron  and  Perth,  and  held  a 
commission  as  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  militia.  He  was  a  man  of  great  capacity 
and  force  of  character  and  died  in  April,  1879,  in  his  eighty-second  year,  leaving  two 
children,  Thomas  Mayne  Daly  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Orr.  Thomas  Mayne  Daly,  only  son 
of  Lieut.-Col.  John  C.  W.  and  Lenora  (Mayne)  Daly,  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Canada, 
in  1828,  was  educated  at  Upper  Canada  College,  and  studied  medicine,  but  aban- 
doned that  profession  and  engaged  as  contractor  in  the  construction  of  gravel  roads, 
railroads  and  other  public  works  in  that  country  and  the  United  States.  He  was  five 
times  elected  reeve  and  mayor  of  Stratford  and  from  1854  till  shortly  before  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  parliament  from  Perth  county.  He  married  Miss  Helen 
McLaren  Fergueson,  daughter  of  Peter  Fergueson;  she  came  to  America  from  Crief, 
Perthshire,  Scotland,  about  1845,  and  died  in  July,  1891,  aged  sixty-six.  Mr.  Daly 
died  March  4,  1885,  leaving  five  children:  John  C.  W.,  Hon.  Thomas  M.,  Peter  F., 
Mrs.  F.  Wood  Gray  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Roberts.  Hon.  Thomas  Mayne  Daly,  the 
youngest  son,  born  in  Stratford,  Ontario,  August  16,  1852,  was  graduated  from  Up- 
per Canada  College,  Toronto,  and  in  1876  commenced  practice  as  a  lawyer  in  On- 
tario. In  1881  he  removed  to  Brandon,  Manitoba,  where  he  was  elected  the  first 
mayor  in  1882  and  re-elected  in  1884;  in  1884  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Western  Judicial  District  Board  and  in  January.  1890,  Q.  C.  ;  in  1887  and  1891  he 
was  elected  to  the  House  of  Commons  as  member  for  Selkirk,  and  in  October,  1892, 
was  appointed  minister  of  the  interior  and  re-elected  by  acclamation.  He  is  now  a 
resident  and  a  police  and  excise  commissioner  of  Rossland,  B.  C.  John  C.  W.  Daly, 
born  in  Stratford,  Ontario,  Canada,  September  25,  1850,  attended  the  Quebec  High 
School  and  Upper  Canada  College,  and  read  law  with  Judge  Robert  Smith  of  Strat- 
ford, and  Christopher  Robinson,  Q.  C,  of  Toronto,  where,  after  passing  through 
the  military  school  in  July,  1867  he  entered  the  wholesale  hardware  store  of  Lyman 
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&  McNab.  In  1870  he  engaged  with  his  father  as  general  contractors  in  railroad 
ties,  timber,  oil  and  supplies.  He  served  two  years  as  an  alderman  of  Stratford  and 
in  October,  1875,  came  to  Buffalo  as  custom  house  agent  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way and  International  Fast  Freight  Line  at  Black  Rock;  in  April,  1887,  he  was  pro- 
moted agent  of  the  latter  corporation  for  Western  Canada,  with  headquarters  at 
Toronto,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  the  line  in  1878  returned  to  Buffalo  as  contractmg 
freight  agent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  for  Buffalo  and  vicinity.  In  June,  1880, 
he  was  appointed  agent  for  the  Commercial  Express  Line  for  the  State  of  Michigan, 
with  headquarters  at  Detroit,  and  in  December.  1883,  again  returned  to  Buffalo  as 
agent  of  the  Commercial  Express  and  Erie  and  North  Shore  Fast  Freight  Lines  for 
Western  New  York.  In  October,  1885,  he  was  appointed  the  Buffalo  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  in  June,  1887,  resigned  this  to  accept  the  position  of 
secretary  of  the  Freight  Bureau  and  assistant  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Merchants' 
Exchange.  After  the  Freight  Bureau  was  discontinued,  in  December,  1891,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  brokerage  business  in  Buffalo  and  Cleveland  for  two 
years,  and  in  December,  1893,  was  appointed  registrar  of  the  Bureau  of  Building 
(Department  of  Public  Works).  In  January,  1895,  he  was  promoted  to  his  present 
position  as  cashier  and  paymaster  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works.  October  7, 
1880,  he  married  Kate  D.,  daughter  of  the  late  A.  Hull  Thompson  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  three  children:  John  C.  W.,  jr.,  Brj^ant  Jarvis  and  Matilda  Thompson. 

Embry,  Herbert  H.,  Buffalo,  commercial  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  with  offices  in  the  Guaranty  Building,  Buffalo,  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Philip  Embury,  the  founder  of  Methodism  in  this  country.  Philip's 
son,  Samuel,  was  born  in  New  York  city  in  1765,  and  Thomas  Embry,  son  of  Samuel, 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1804.  Thomas  Embry's  son.  Nelson  V.,  is  the  father  of 
Herbert  H.  Embry,  who  was  born  at  Brighton,  Livingston  county,  Mich.,  March 
11,  1856.  Mr.  Embry  started  in  the  transportation  business  with  the  Merchants'  De- 
spatch Transportation  Company  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  December  19,  1874.  He  was 
afterward  with  the  same  company  in  Buffalo,  and  for  a  time  was  their  Central  New 
York  agent  at  Geneva.  On  April  1,  1882,  he  was  appointed  traveling  freight  agent 
for  New  York  State  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and  on 
January  1,  1897,  was  made  their  commercial  agent,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo. 

Gluck,  James  Frazer,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Niagara  Falls,  N  Y.,  April  28,  1852, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  the  Upper  Canada  College  at 
Toronto  and  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874  at  the  head 
of  his  class.  After  editing  the  Niagara  Falls  Register  for  a  few  months  he  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Lansing  &  Willett  in  Buffalo.  Soon  after  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  in  1876  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Hon.  A.  P.  Laning  and  Hon. 
Daniel  McMillan.  After  Mr.  Laning's  death  in  1881  George  C.  Greene  joined  the 
surviving  partners,  the  firm  becoming  Greene,  McMillan  &  Gluck.  In  the  spring  of 
1888  Mr.  Greene  retired  and  Charles  A.  Pooley  was  admitted,  the  firm  becoming 
McMillan,  Gluck  &  Pooley.  Later  Ganson  Depew  w^as  admitted,  the  firm  becoming 
McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew.  Mr.  Gluck  was  withouc  a  superior  as  a  trial 
lawyer  in  railroad  cases,  and  in  recognition  of  his  abilities,  when  the  Buffalo  Law 
School  w^as  organized  he  was  chosen  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Law  of  Corporations. 
He  was  a  steadfast  and  enthusiastic  Republican,  organized  and  was  chosen  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Central  Republican  Club  in  1884,  and  delivered  political  addresses  in  the 
leading  cities  with  distinguished  success.  Mr.  Gluck's  reputation  as  a  vigorous 
writer  and  polished  orator  led  to  many  invitations  to  deliver  public  addresses. 
Among  achievements  in  this  field  may  be  mentioned  a  discussion  of  "  The  Scholar 
in  Politics"  before  the  Cornell  Alumni  in  1877;  and  oration  on  "The  Power  and  In- 
fluence of  Music"  delivered  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  New  Music  Hall; 
and  addresses  at  the  commencements  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Fe- 
male Academy,  and  the  Training  School  for  Nurses.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Cornell 
University,  and  one  of  his  first  services  in  this  capacity  was  an  investigation  of  the 
causes  of  the  struggle  between  the  alumni  and  the  board  of  trustees,  and  his  report 
thereon  was  termed  by  President  Elliot  of  Harvard  the  most  scholarly  report  made 
by  a  college  man,  not  a  professor,  he  had  ever  seen.  He  was  influential  in  estab- 
lishing the  school  of  philosophy  at  Cornell.  Through  Mr.  Gluck's  influence  the  sys- 
tem of  scholarships  was  also  established  whereby  poor  and  meritorious  students 
received  university  aid  for  four  years  to  the  amount  of  ^250  a  year.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the  Grosvenor  Library  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
Library.  While  curator  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  Mr.  Gluck  made  a  collection  of 
manuscripts,  autograph  letters  of  famous  men,  historical  documents  of  value  and 
rare  books;  and  just  before  the  close  of  his  term  of  office  he  surprised  the  trustees 
of  the  library  by  presenting  to  them  for  the  institution  what  many  deemed  the  most 
valuable  collection  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  His  private  library  was  probably  the 
largest  private  library  in  the  city,  and  distinctively  rich  in  history,  philosophy, 
science  and  the  classics.  His  knowledge  of  books  and  literature  was  profound  and 
covered  a  wide  range.  He  went  to  Europe  in  the  fall  of  1897  and  on  his  return  died, 
after  a  brief  illness,  at  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel  in  New  York  city  December  15,  1897. 
He  was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Effie  D.  Tyler,  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles  Tyler, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Ithaca  and  now  one  of  the  professors  in 
Cornell  University.  The  widow  and  two  children,  Berkley  Sinclair  and  Margaret, 
survive. 

Benedict,  Nathan  Gregory,  deceased,  was  descended  from  (1)  Thomas  Benedict  of  " 
Nottinghamshire,  England,  who  landed  at  Boston  in  1638,  married  Mary  Bridgum, 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Connecticut,  serving  for  a  time  as  lieutenant 
of  militia  under  Governor  Nichols.  His  son  (2),  James  Benedict,  was  one  of  the 
eight  original  settlers  of  Danbury,  Conn. ;  he  married  Sarah  Gregory,  a  lineal  de- 
scendant in  the  twenty-first  generation  from  Sir  John  Gregory  of  Leicester,  Eng- 
land, who  was  born  about  1200.  (3)  Thomas  Benedict,  son  of  James  and  Sarah, 
was  for  thirty-one  sessions  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  and  died  July 
4,  1776,  aged  eighty-two;  he  married  Abigail  Hoyt  and  had  four  sons,  all  of  whom 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  One  son  (4),  Capt.  Elisha  Benedict,  born  in  1736, 
was  marshal  of  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1771,  and  in  1774-75  was  engaged  in  forrn- 
ing  military  companies  in  Vermont;  while  on  a  furlough  he  was  captured  by  the 
British  and  Indians,  taken  to  Canada,  and  kept  a  prisoner  two  and  a  half  years. 
His  five  sons  all  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  them  (5),  Elisha  Bene- 
dict, jr.,  born  in  1760,  settled  after  the  war  near  Saratoga.  N.  Y.,  removed  to  Steu- 
ben county,  and  died  in  Yates  county  in  1845.  He  married  his  first  cousin,  Thank- 
ful Gregory,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  John  Gregory,  and  their  ion  (6j,  Nathan 
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Gregory  Benedict,  sr.,  born  at  Ballston,  N.  Y.,  in  1789,  married  Polly,  daughter  of 
Ezra  Torrance,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  spent  his  active  life  in  Steuben  and 
Yates  counties,  dying  in  1867.  (7)  Nathan  Gregory  Benedict,  jr.,  was  born  in 
Yates  county,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1833,  attended  the  district  schools  and  the  Pratts- 
burg  Academy  m  Steuben  county,  and  spent  his  life  as  a  teacher.  He  came  to  Buf- 
falo about  1855,  and  until  his  death  on  September  13,  1892,  was  principal  of  one  of 
the  public  schools  of  the  city.  His  labors  in  this  capacity  covered  a  period  of  over 
thirty-five  years.  One  of  his  chief  characteristics  was  a  clear  and  comprehensive 
presentation  of  subjects  to  his  pupils  and  a  fatherly  regard  for  their  physical  wel- 
fare. He  was  a  pioneer  in  developing  the  school  circulating  library,  establishing  in 
his  school.  No.  32,  one  of  the  finest  and  largest  in  the  city.  He  was  president  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  about  six  years,  was  largely  instrumental  in  causing  the  erection  of  their 
building  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Mohawk  streets,  and  was  prominent  in  estab- 
lishing the  Black  Rock  and  German  branches.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Delaware 
Avenue  M.  E.  church,  and  in  politics  was  a  Republican.  On  December  25,  1857,  he 
married  Gracia  S.,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Smith  (which  see),  who  sur- 
vives him.  They  had  one  son.  Dr.  A.  L.  Benedict,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page. 

Smith,  Rev.  Stephen  Rensselaer,  deceased,  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  September 
27,  178S.  He  was  a  grandson  of  John  Smith  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  whose  children  were 
Richard,  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Oziel,  Thomas,  Hope,  and  Sarah.  The  six  sons  par- 
ticipated in  some  capacity  in  the  Colonial  or  Revolutionary  wars,  Hope,  the  young- 
est, born  in  1750,  being  commissioned  a  captain  about  1776  by  Governor  Trumbull 
and  acting  as  recruiting  officer;  he  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Rachel 
Horton,  of  Gloucester,  R.  I.,  whom  he  wedded  in  June,  1787.  Soon  afterward  they 
removed  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  finally  settled  in  Oneida  county,  where  he  died  in 
April,  1823,  and  she  in  March,  1846.  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Smith,  their  only  son,  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  taught  school,  etc.  In  1811  he  became  fully  identified 
with  Universalism,  and  in  1812  began  the  study  of  theology  under  Rev.  Paul  Dean 
of  New  Hartford,  N.  Y.  In  1813  the  Western  Association  gave  him  a  letter  of  fellow- 
ship and  then  he  began  to  prepare  himself  in  earnest  for  the  ministry,  his  tutor  be- 
ing Rev.  Richard  Carrique  of  Charlton,  Mass.  He  was  ordained  by  the  General 
convention  of  Universalists  at  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  September  22,  1814,  and  in 
June,  1815,  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  first  Universalist  church  built  in  New 
York  State,  at  New  Hartford.  In  1816  he  visited  Buffalo  and  spent  the  summer  at 
Williamsville,  being  the  first  preacher  of  his  denomination  in  this  section ;  he  also 
spent  the  season  of  1817  there,  preaching  over  a  large  circuit.  In  1818  he  became 
pastor  of  the  church  in  New  Hartford ;  in  1823  he  removed  to  Clinton,  and  later  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  edited  the  Universalist  and  its  successor  the  Herald  of 
Salvation.  In  1828  he  returned  to  Clinton,  where  he  prepared  and  published  in  the 
Evangelical  Magazine  a  series  of  articles  on  the  history  of  Universalism  in  New  York, 
and  where  he  also  took  part  in  May,  1831,  in  the  first  public  action  taken  in  this 
State  on  the  subject  of  theological  education  for  the  denomination.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  virtually  the  father  of  the  Clinton  Liberal  Institute,  of  which  he 
was  the  general  agent.  In  1835  he  became  the  corresponding  editor  of  the  Maga- 
zine and  Advocate,  for  which  he  wrote  a  series  of  articles  entitled,  "  Causes  of  Infi- 
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delity  Removed,"  which  were  published  in  book  form.  In  1837  he  removed  to  Al- 
bany, and  in  the  spring  of  1843  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  died  February  17, 
1850,  after  serving  for  six  years  as  pastor  of  the  First  Universalist  church.  Mr. 
Smith  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  foremost  ministers  of  his  time.  He  preached  and 
lectured  throughout  this  State,  and  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, and  a  profound  thinker.  He  married  Lucy  Stillman  of  Whitestown,  N.  Y.  Of 
their  ten  children  four  are  still  living. 

Fleming,  William  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  December  15,  1848, 
and  received  a  public  and  high  school  education.  His  first  business  experience  was 
as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Montauk  Iron  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  three 
years.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  Baltimore  Steamship  Company,  as  a 
clerk,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  three  years,  when  he  entered  the  services  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  railroad,  serving  as  baggage  master  and  afterward  as  a  conductor 
running  between  New  York  and  Albany.  Afterward  he  became  traveling  freight 
agent  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.,  and  since  1882  has  been  western  freight  agent  of  that 
line,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo. 

Wright,  Andrew  Robinson,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Crawford, 
Orange  county,  N.Y.,  October  19,  1825,  being  a  son  of  John  Wright,  a  farmer.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  Albany  State  Nor- 
mal School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1848.  After  graduation  he  taught  in 
the  old  Albany  Academy  and  the  Elmira  public  school  until  1852,  when  he  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  N.  H.  Warner  of  Buffalo,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  1854,  attending  also  lectures  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  College.  His  health  fail- 
ing he  took  a  voyage  to  India  and  China  and  finished  his  medical  studies  in  the 
schools  of  Paris.  He  was  graduated  on  previous  study  at  the  Cleveland  Homoeo- 
pathic Medical  College  in  1858,  and  began  practice  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  ever  since  followed  his 
profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Washington  Street  Baptist  church,  the  Erie 
County  Homoeopathic  Society  and  the  Western  New  York  Homoeopathic  Society, 
and  has  filled  the  office  of  president  in  each  one  of  these  medical  organizations.  He  is 
also  a  member  and  president  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  a  cor- 
responding member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  a  medical  examiner 
under  State  and  Regents  appointment.  Dr.  Wright  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  physicians  in  Buffalo,  having  been  in  active  practice  in  this  city  for  nearly 
forty  years.  In  1864  he  married  Charlotte  Crocker,  and  they  have  two  daughters, 
Mabel  and  Rosalie. 

Weill,  Henry,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Muttersholtz,  Alsace,  France,  December  17. 
1847,  was  graduated  from  the  College  de  Schlestadt,  Academic  de  Strasbourg,  in 
1863,  and  then  became  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  dry  goods  house  in  Mulhouse,  Alsace. 
In  1867  he  came  to  America  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  selling  cloth  to  country  tailors,  and  later  embarked  in  the  jewelry  business. 
He  went  to  Chicago  in  1881  and  began  the  manufacture  of  gold  rings  and  other 
jewelry,  and  in  1883  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  successfully  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  importing  diamonds  until  1888.  He  also  purchased  and  developed  a  tract  of 
real  estate  in  North  Buffalo.    He  was  one  of  the  organizers  in  1891  of  the  Metropoli- 
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tan  Bank,  of  which  he  has  been  president  since  1893;  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Orpheus  and  the  Phoenix  Club,  and  chairman  of  the  iatter's  building  com- 
mittee ;  and  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Temple  Beth  Zion  since  1874,  and  its  president 
since  1892.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Jewish  Orphan  Asy- 
lum of  Western  New  York  at  Rochester,  and  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Weill  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  in  the  business  and 
social  life  of  the  city  is  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  He  was  married  October 
16,  1870,  to  Miss  Fannie  Shire  of  Buffalo. 

Wadsworth,  George,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  prom- 
inent families  of  New  England.  His  paternal  ancestor,  William  Wadsworth,  came 
from  England  in  the  ship  Lion,  landing  at  Boston  September  18,  1632,  and  removed 
with  Parson  Hooker's  company  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1636.  William's  eldest  son, 
John,  from  whom  Mr.  Wadsworth  is  descended,  was  the  half-brother  of  Joseph 
Wadsworth  of  Charter  Oak  fame,  and  was  himself  a  member  of  the  party  who  ab- 
stracted the  charter.  One  of  Mr.  Wadsworth's  great-grandfathers,  Joseph  P.  Cooke, 
was  a  colonel  and  another,  Elijah  Hoyt,  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
On  his  mother's  side  he  is  descended  from  Thomas  Cooke,  an  early  settler  of  Fair- 
field county.  Conn.,  and  also  from  Simon  Hoyt,  who  came  to  Salem,  Mass.,  in 
1628.  George  Wadsworth  is  a  son  of  James  C.  and  Sally  (Cooke)  Wadsworth  and 
was  born  March  10,  1830,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  received  a  common  school 
and  academical  education,  which  was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  Danbury 
(Conn.)  Academy.  He  read  law  in  Litchfield,  which  for  the  early  part  of  this  cent- 
ury was  noted  for  its  excellent  law  school;  he  also  taught  .school,  and  in  1851  was 
admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar.  In  the  same  year  he  went  to  New  York  city  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  this  State,  and  in  1852  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Mr.  Wadsworth's  career  at  the  Buffalo  bar  covers  a  period  of  forty- 
five  years.  He  is  an  able,  painstaking  and  conscientious  lawyer  and  a  man  of  the 
highest  character  and  integrity.  He  has  made  the  practice  of  real  property  law  and 
the  settlement  of  estates  somewhat  of  a  specialty,  and  has  been  associated  in  part- 
nership with  such  eminent  men  as  Benjamin  H.  Williams,  Loran  L.  Lewis,  Truman 
C.  White  and  Nelson  K.  Hopkins.  He  served  as  city  attorney  in  1860  and  1861,  was 
twice  nominated  for  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  city  charter  in  1891.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
Buffalo  Republican  League  and  the  Buffalo,  Ellicott  and  other  clubs,  and  past  master 
of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  June,  1858,  he  married  Emily 
O.  Marshall  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Henry  Cowles  Wadsworth 
and  Elizabeth  W.,  wife  of  Robert  H.  Williams,  both  of  Buffalo. 

Dodge,  Leonard,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  John  Dodge,  born  in  1644,  who  with 
two  brothers,  Israel  and  Truxton,  came  from  England  to  Block  Island,  R.  I.,  in  1667. 
He  died  in  1729.  He  had  two  sons:  John,  jr.,  who  settled  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  and 
David  Britain  Dodge,  born  in  1691,  died  in  1761.  The  latter  married  Rebecca  Yeo- 
mans  in  1717  and  moved  to  Colchester,  Conn.  Their  son,  Jonathan  Dodge,  born 
August  3,  1721,  married  Mercy  Williams,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  Novem.ber  7,  1744, 
and  died  June  19,  1794.  Jonathan  Dodge,  jr.,  his  son,  was  born  September  28,  1747, 
married  Mary  Warner  on  July  13.  1769,  and  died  September  28,  1794.    His  son, 
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Alvan  Dodge,  born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  May  8,  1782,  moved  with  his  widowed 
mother  to  Warren,  Herkimer  conn ty,  N.  Y.,  and  there  married  Mary  Blount.  He 
settled  first  in  Lowville,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1810  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  died  in 
January,  1846;  his  wife  died  in  September,  1868.  His  youngest  son  and  the  fifth  of 
his  six  children,  J.  Wayne  Dodge,  born  in  1812,  was  a  farmer  first  in  Lancaster  and 
later  in  Clarence,  and  in  April,  1864,  purchased  the  grist  mill  in  Williamsville,  where 
he  settled  m  1870.  He  married,  March  29,  1838,  Charlotte  Hull,  of  Tonawanda,  born 
in  Canada,  October  8,  1817,  by  whom  he  had  five  children :  Alma,  born  March  8, 
1839;  Alvan,  June  1,  1810;  Leonard,  May  18,  1844;  Henry  Wright,  November  30, 
1850;  and  Martha  Eliza,  March  13,  1855.  Mrs.  Dodge  died  in  Clarence,  and  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1865.  he  married  Marie  A.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  H.  (Correll) 
Strickler,  who  bore  him  one  son,  J.  Arthur  C,  born  April  2,  1871.  Leonard  Dodge 
was  born  in  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  was  educated  in  the  Clarence  Academy  and  the 
Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  and  learned  the  milling  business,  which  he 
followed  for  several  years.  He  represented  the  town  of  Amherst  as  supervisor  four 
years,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  board  in  1871.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Buffalo 
and  engaged  in  the  provision  trade  in  conjunction  with  his  milling  business  in 
Williamsville,  and  successfully  conducted  both  enterprises  until  1894,  when  the  mill 
was  burned.  Since  then  he  has  been  the  general  manager  of  the  Frontier  Elevator 
Company.  Mr.  Dodge  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Merchants 
Exchange  and  a  32d  degree  Mason.  He  was  married  May  5,  1869,  to  Emily  P.,  only 
daughter  of  Hiram  Hotchkiss,  an  early  jeweler  of  Buffalo.  She  died  December  31, 
1872,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mamre  E.,  who  married  Charles  H.  Bailey  and  resides 
in  Buffalo,  and  whose  children  are  Leonard  H.  and  Mamre.  September  20,  1876, 
Mr.  Dodge  married,  second,  Emilie  P.,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Col.  Richard 
Flach,  of  Buffalo. 

Whelan,  Frederick  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth  (Keeffe)  Whelan,  was 
born  July  13,  1867,  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  his  preliminary  education, 
graduating  from  St.  John's  Academy  of  that  city  in  1885.  In  the  same  year  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  architecture  in  the  office  of  James  H.  Kirby,  of  Syracuse, 
and  in  1888  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  in  the  office  of  Marling  &  Bur- 
dette,  who  were  then  engaged  in  designing  the  buildings  for  the  International  Fair. 
In  1889  Mr.  Whelan  returned  to  Syracuse  to  work  as  a  draftsman  on  the  plans  for 
the  new  city  hall  there,  and  on  the  removal  of  the  original  architect  he  was  placed 
in  sole  charge  as  supervising  architect.  On  the  completion  of  that  structure  in  1892 
he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  George  Cary,  and  in 
February,  1893,  entered  the  office  of  Fred  H.  Loverin,  with  whom  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership in  February,  1896,  under  the  firm  name  of  Loverin  &  Whelan.  During 
his  connection  with  Mr.  Loverin  he  has  been  interested  in  the  designing  of  many 
large  and  handsome  buildings,  including  the  Algonquin,  Lenox,  Hudson,  La  Salle. 
Valois,  and  Berkeley  apartment  houses,  numerous  fine  dwellings  and  other  struc- 
tures. His  duties  in  the  firm  are  largely  those  of  designer  and  supervisor  of  the 
drawing  of  plans.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Charcoal  Club  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Artists. 

Forbush,  Jonathan  Chester,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  oldest  shoe  manufacturers  in 
Western  New  York,  is  descended  from  (l)  Daniel  Forbush,  who  was  married  in  Cam 
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bridge,  Mass.,  on  March  26,  1660,  to  Rebecca  Perriman,  and  whose  son  (2),  Deacon 
Thomas  Forbush,  born  March  6,  1677,  married  Dorcas  Rice.  Their  son  (3),  Deacon 
Thomas  Forbush,  jr.,  born  October  14,  1695,  was  married  to  Hannah  Bellows  on 
January  6,  1719,  and  died  in  1783.  (4)  David  Forbush,  son  of  Thomas,  jr.,  was  born 
October  20,  1721,  and  married  Annah  Whitne3^  sister  of  Eli  Whitney,  the  inventor 
of  the  cotton  gin.  He  settled  in  Grafton,  Mass.,  soon  after  his  marriage  in  1749, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  safety  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
April  21,  1775,  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Artemus  Ward's  regiment,  which  marched  to  the 
famous  Lexington  alarm.  His  son  (5),  Silas  Forbush,  born  May  19,  1766,  married 
Rhoda  B'isk  in  1789.  (6)  Silas  Forbush,  jr.,  his  son,  was  born  November  17,  1795, 
married  Clarissa  Eames  on  August  15, 1821,  and  died  February  21,  1886.  They  were 
the  parents  of  (7)  Jonathan  Chester  Forbush,  who  was  born  in  Grafton,  Mass.,  July 
14,  1825.  Mr.  Forbush  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  attended  the  district  schools 
and  the  High  Schools  at  Worcester  and  Hopkinton,  and  in  early  manhood  was  em- 
ployed in  the  shoe  factory  of  his  uncle,  Calvin  Forbush,  for  three  years.  He  then 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Nathaniel  Brown,  under  the  firm  name  of  Forbush  & 
Brown,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  at  Grafton.  A  year 
later  their  factory  was  burned,  and  in  1853  they  removed  to  Buffalo  and  established 
themselves  in  the  same  business,  which  Mr.  Forbush  still  continues,  Mr.  Brown 
having  retired  in  1883.  For  a  time  Justin  Forbush  was  also  a  member  of  the  firm. 
Mr.  Forbush,  though  seventy-two  years  of  age,  still  carries  on  the  shoe  factory  with 
his  old-time  vigor  and  enterprise,  and  is  to-day  the  oldest  shoe  manufacturer  in  Erie 
county.  He  is  a  man  widely  esteemed  and  respected.  Ma}^  29,  1848,  he  married 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Olivia  (Milliken)  Flaggof  Grafton,  Mass.  Their 
children  are  Florence  Caroline,  wife  of  Henry  R.  Bird,  a  native  of  Canton,  Mass., 
now  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  and  Grace  Chester  Forbush,  at  home.  Mrs.  Forbush's 
ancestors  came  from  Scratby,  England,  in  1637,  settled  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  in 
1641,  and  moved  thence  to  Concord. 

Dietz,  Julius,  Buffalo,  son  of  Martin  and  Otilla  (Stapf)  Dietz,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, April  14,  1846,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  1853,  settling  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  attended  the  public  and  parochial  schools, 
and  then  obtained  employment  in  E.  &  B.  Holmes's  planing-mill  and  lumber  yard. 
He  has  followed  the  lumber  business  ever  since.  Mr.  Dietz  is,  without  doubt,  one  of 
the  best  known  factors  in  the  lumber  trade  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  having  been  in  the 
business  in  various  capacities  for  a  period  covering  forty  years,  during  which  time 
he  has  made  many  friends  among  those  who  are  directly  interested  in  building,  con- 
tracting, etc.  He  is  at  present  the  manager  of  the  Michigan  Street  Planing  Mill 
Compan3%  and  also  of  the  Buffalo  Maple  Flooring  Company.  Mr.  Dietz  was  a  pro- 
moter of  the  first  loan  association  organized  in  Buffalo,  which  held  its  first  meeting 
on  March  2,  1869,  and  which  was  called  the  Buffalo  Savings  &  Aid  Association.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  New  York  State 
Uniformed  Catholic  Knights,  of  which  regiment  he  has  acted  as  commissary  since  its 
formation. 


Kilhoffer,  William  G.„  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  having  been  born  there 
October  7,  1856.  He  was  educated  in  private  schools  and  under  private  tutors,  read 
law  in  the  offices  of  Judge  Roswell  L.  Burrows  and  O.  O.  Cottle,  and  was  admitted 
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to  practice  in  1878.  For  a  short  time  after  his  admission  he  practiced  with  Major 
John  Tyler,  then  collector  of  customs;  about  1880  or  1881  he  began  the  general  prac- 
tice of  law,  since  which  time  he  has  successfully  followed  his  profession.  Mr.  Kil- 
hoffer  is  an  able  lawyer,  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and 
other  organizations  and  bodies.  He  is  a  bachelor,  living  at  the  family  residence 
with  his  mother,  two  brothers  and  a  sister. 

Edmonds,  George  W, ,  Buffalo,  the  sixth  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters  of  Rich- 
ard and  Clarissa  (Edmonds)  Edmonds,  was  born  in  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire,  Eng- 
land, May  2,  1848,  and  when  seventeen  was  graduated  from  Ashbourne  College.  His 
father  was  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  independent  means.  Mr.  Edmonds  spent  four 
years  in  a  cotton  broker's  office  in  Liverpool  and  then  came  to  America,  landing  in 
Montreal,  Canada,  March  29,  1869.  He  spent  that  year  in  travel  and  as  a  news 
agent  on  the  steamer  Magnet,  and  in  1870  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Canada  Southern  Railroad  Company.  From  a  chopper  he  became  a  walking 
boss  at  $150  per  month,  and  assisted  in  the  construction  of  that  line  into  Michigan, 
Returning  to  Buffalo  in  1872  he  spenc  some  time  in  the  stone  quarries  of  Medina, 
learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  slater  two  years  and  was  employed  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  Buffalo  Slate  Hospital.  In  1876  he  entered  the  service  of  Charles 
Berrick,  contractor,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1890,  becoming  superintendent. 
In  1890  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  William  Shoemaker  and  engaged  in  the 
mason  contracting  business,  but  a  3'ear  later  returned  to  the  employ  of  Mr.  Berrick. 
In  1894  he  became  superintendent  for  Collingwood  &  Donaldson,  stone  cutters  and 
builders,  and  in  1896  he  engaged  in  his  present  business  as  quantity  surveyor.  In 
August  he  was  appointed  inspector  of  masonry  in  buildings,  which  position  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  professional  work.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  74th  Regiment  Armory.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  experience  in 
all  that  pertains  to  building,  a  rapid  calculator,  a  member  of  Queen  City  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  past  president  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  an  active  Republican  and  campaign 
orator,  being  especially  prominent  in  the  municipal  campaign  of  1897.  In  1876  he  - 
married  at  Black  Rock,  Anne  Kinsman,  daughter  of  John  and  Wilmott  Kinsman, 
and  a  native  of  Alderney,  Channel  Isles.  They  have  two  daughters,  Clarissa  and 
Annie. 

Miller,  Hon.  Nicholas  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Gertrude  (Webber)  Miller, 
was  born  in  Germany,  September  6,  1860,  and  came  to  Buffalo  with  the  family  in 
1866.  The  father,  a  Republican  in  politics,  reared  three  sons  and  died  in  1881 ;  the 
mother  still  survives.  Mr.  Miller  attended  the  public  schools  and  a  German  private 
school  in  Buffalo.  He  first  became  a  clerk  in  his  father's  grocery  store  and  later  in 
dr}^  goods  stores  in  Buffalo  and  New  York.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  engaged  in  the 
willow  ware  business,  which  under  his  able  management  has  become  a  large  and 
profitable  industry.  He  has  been  a  staunch  Republican,  has  served  his  party  several 
years  as  committeeman  and  in  1895  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  Eighteenth  ward. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  defeated  by  one  vote  by  Christopher  Smith  for  assemblyman. 
In  1896  and  again  in  1897  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  and  during  his  first  term 
served  on  the  committee  on  banks,  federal  relations  and  unfinished  business.  He  is 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
Buffalo  Liedertafel,  the  Buffalo  Saengerbund  and  other  organizations.  He  married 
Gertrude  Webber  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  five  children. 
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Rozan,  James  M.,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  leading  Polish  citizens  of  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  Rozan,  and  was  born  in  Boruszyn,  Poland,  March  15,  1864. 
Michael  Rozan,  a  farmer  and  a  soldier  in  the  German  army,  came  to  America  in 
1871  and  first  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  but  soon 
settled  in  Buffalo  and  in  1872  sent  for  his  family,  which  consisted  of  a  wife,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  died  in  1886.  James  M.  Rozan  was  put 
to  work  at  an  early  age  to  help  support  the  family,  his  father's  health  having  failed. 
He  attended  St.  Stanislaus  parochial  and  public  schools,  became  an  assistant  teacher 
in  St.  Stanislaus  School  and  in  1879  went  to  Toledo,  O.,  where  he  taught  for  five 
years,  having  charge  of  the  class  during  the  last  three.  He  was  from  the  first  a 
diligent  and  painstaking  student.  After  teaching  in  Dunkirk,  N.Y.,  for  ten  months 
he  returned  to  Buffalo  as  principal  of  St.  Stanislaus  parochial  school,  which  position 
he  has  since  held  with  great  credit  and  ability.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  Democratic  affairs  and  in  1887  was  one  of  the  five  founders  of  the  Polish  (now  the 
Ninth  Ward  Polish)  Democratic  Club,  of  which  he  has  been  successively  vice-presi- 
dent, president  and  vice-president.  In  1890  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  Fifth 
ward  and  re-elected  in  1892,  being  the  first  Democrat  elected  there  in  eighteen  years, 
and  for  three  ^^ears  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  charitable  institutions.  In 
1897  he  was  renominated  for  councilman,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 
He  was  secretary-general  of  the  Polish  Union  of  America  two  years,  and  on  retiring 
from  the  office  was  presented  with  a  valuable  gold  and  diamond  badge.  During  the 
first  Polish  Roman  Catholic  Congress,  held  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  in  1896,  he  was  secre- 
tary to  the  committee  on  arrangements  and  also  secretary  of  the  congress.  He  is 
treasurer  of  the  Moniuszko  Club;  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A. ;  a  trustee  of  the  Em- 
pire State  Savings  Bank,  and  a  man  of  fine  literary  accomplishments.  He  has 
written  several  articles  in  Polish  on  National  and  tariff"  reform  subjects  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  foremost  of  his  countrymen  in  Buffalo. 

Fehr,  Albert,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Seeburger)  Fehr,  was  born  in 
Lyons,  Wayne  county,  N.Y.,  December  12,  1858.  His  father,  Joseph  Fehr,  a  native 
of  Germany,  came  to  this  country  when  he  was  a  young  man,  settling  in  Buffalo 
and  thence  removing  to  Lyons,  where  he  conducted  a  meat  market.  Albert  Fehr 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  village  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College  at  Rochester,  from  which  he  graduated.  He  was  then  engaged  for  four 
years  in  the  Lyons  (N.  Y.)  post-office  as  a  clerk,  and  later  entered  the  employ  of  the 
American  Express  Company  at  Lyons,  remaining  one  year.  He  then  entered  the 
the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  as  a  freight  clerk  and  cashier,  and  a 
year  later  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  American  Express  Company,  and  was  sent 
to  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  chief  clerk.  While  there  his  work 
was  so  satisfactory  that  the  general  superintendent  transferred  him  to  the  general 
office  at  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  assistant 
agent,  and  in  1896  his  duties  were  increased  by  his  being  placed  in  charge  of  the 
drivers,  the  transfer  work  and  the  Green  street  station.  Mr.  Fehr  has  many  friends, 
and  has  risen  to  his  present  position  through  the  use  of  progressive  ideas,  and  by 
strict  attention  to  business. 

Beier,  William  J.,  jr.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  June,  1872,  a  son  of  William 
J.  and  Mary  (Weller)  Beier,  natives  of  Buffalo,  where  they  have  spent  their  lives. 
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Mr.  Beier,  sr.,  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  as  foreman  on  building  construc- 
tion work  for  his  father,  the  latter  being  a  contractor  and  builder,  but  he  is  now 
leading  a  retired  life.  William  J.,  jr.,  received  his  education  in  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  and  at  St.  Canisius  College.  He  began  business  life  as  a  clerk  in 
a  drug  store,  and  later  spent  three  years  in  a  theater,  during  one  year  of  which  he 
was  assistant  treasurer.  In  1891  he  engaged  in  the  feed  and  flour  business  at  1109 
Utica  street,  which  he  has  continued  successfully  ever  since.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  Omega  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  charter  member 
of  Court  Forester  Order,  of  which  he  was  for  a  time  financial  secretary.  In  June, 
1896,  he  married  Bertha,  daughter  of  Simon  Zimmerman  of  Buffalo. 

Bell,  Robert,  Buffalo,  general  superintendent  of  the  Western  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania Railway,  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Bell,  and  was  born  near  York, 
England,  July  5,  1844.  Coming  to  America  when  about  seven  years  of  age  he  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  his  technical  education 
as  a  civil  engineer  at  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  N,  Y.  In  1869 
he  entered  the  railway  service  as  chairman  and  tran^itman  of  the  Rochester  and 
State  Line  Railroad.  He  then  became  chief  engineer  of  the  Silver  Lake  Railway, 
and  chief  engineer  of  the  Belmont  and  Buffalo  Railway,  supervising  the  construction 
of  the  first  named  road  and  locating  the  latter.  In  1872  he  became  assistant  en- 
gineer of  the  New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Railroad  and  continued  in  that 
position  until  1880,  when  he  became  chief  engineer  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal 
Railroad,  now  the  Rochester  division  of  the  Western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  supervised  its  construction.  In  1883  he  became  chief  engineer  of  the  Washing- 
ton, Ohio  and  Western  Railroad  of  Virginia,  and  located  its  extension  across  the 
Blue  Ridge  and  through  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  Alleghanies.  In  1885-86  he 
was  superintendent  and  chief  engineer  of  the  same  line,  and  then  superintendent  of 
the  same  line  as  a  division  of  the  Piedmont  Air  Line.  In  1887  he  became  engineer 
of  maintenance  of  way  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  which  position  he 
resigned  to  become  division  superintendent  of  the  Western  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  at  Oil  City,  Pa.,  and  since  1889  has  been  the  general  superintendent 
of  that  line,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Bell  is  one  of  the  best  known  rail- 
road men  in  the  State,  and  in  these  various  capacities  has  exhibited  rare  ability, 
good  judgment  and  masterly  executive  qualifications. 

Frey,  George  J.,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Andrew  and  Katherine 
(Smithlin)  Frey,  natives  of  Baden-Baden,  Germany,  and  was  born  in  Gardenville, 
Erie  county,  May  22,  1869.  Andrew  Frey,  son  of  Andrew,  came  with  his  parents  to 
America  in  1857,  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  as  cabinetmaker.  About  1865  he  moved  to  a  farm  at  Gardenville, 
in  the  town  of  West  Seneca,  where  he  and  his  wife,  a  native  of  Baden,  still  reside. 
Dr.  Frey  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Northwestern  College  at 
Naperville,  111.,  and  in  1891  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  from  the 
dental  department  of  the  L^niversity  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia.  While  there 
he  became  a  charter  member  and  the  first  treasurer  of  Epsilon  Chapter,  Delta  Sigma 
Delta,  the  only  Greek  letter  fraternity  for  dental  students  in  existence  and  the  third 
chapter  of  the  kind  organized  in  the  United  States.  On  leaving  college  in  1891  Dr. 
Frey  went  to  Lyons,  France,  where  he  was  associated  in  practice  for  fifteen  months 
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with  Dr.  M.  J.  Quintero,  one  of  the  leading  American  dentists  in  Europe.  In  the 
fall  of  1892  he  returned  to  this  country  and  settled  m  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Frey  was  demonstrator 
of  operative  dentistry  at  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  for  two 
years  (1892-94),  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eighth  District  Dental  Society  and  of  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  married  November  27,  1895,  to 
Miss  Helen  Valleau  Lacy,  daughter  of  John  Thompson  Lacy  and  Catherine  McCabe, 
his  wife,  of  Buffalo. 

Cushman,  Charles  Weeks,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  M.  and  Almira  J.  (Weeks)  Cush- 
man,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Cushman,  governor  of  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
charterer  of  the  Mayflower,  and  financial  agent  of  the  Pilgrims;  he  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1580.  His  great-great-grandfather,  Charles  Cushman,  was  conspicuous  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his  great-great-grandmother,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
107,  was  among  the  women  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  who  turned  their  church  into  a  hos- 
pital after  the  great  battle  of  1777,  and  who  used  their  own  linen  to  dress  with  their 
own  hands  the  wounded  soldiers.  Mr.  Cushman  was  born  August  31,  1848,  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  he  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
also  attended  the  Rockford  (111.)  High  School,  and  spent  two  years  (1864-65)  as  a 
drummer  boy  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  marching  with  Sherman  to  the  sea. 
In  1869  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad; 
three  years  later  he  was  made  the  general  agent,  with  headquarters  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  ably  and  faithfully  filled  that  position  until  1880,  when  he  resigned.  In 
April,  1880,  he  organized  the  Railway  Car  Association,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo, 
and  as  president  and  general  manager  of  that  corporation  has  successfully  made  it 
an  important  factor  in  the  railroad  business  of  the  country.  Mr.  Cushman  has  held 
these  positions  from  the  start,  and  to  him  is  due  its  entire  progress  and  develop- 
ment. The  association  maintains  offices  at  various  points  in  the  country.  Mr. 
Cushman  is  also  president  of  the  Columbian  Equipment  Company  and  the  Standard 
Iron  Works,  both  of  Chicago.  He  is  especially  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  has  done  more  than  most  men  to  advance  that  great  order.  He  is  past  master 
of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  served  as  eminent  commander 
of  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30,  K.  T.,  as  junior  grand  deacon  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  as  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the  25th  Masonic  district.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  Ismailia  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  served  as  its  illus- 
trious potentate  for  seven  years ;  has  served  as  thrice  potent  grand  master  of  Pal- 
moni  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  has  been  illustrious  commander-in-chief  of  Buffalo  Con- 
sistory, S.  P.  R.  S.,  thirty-second  degree,  since  its  inception  m  1892;  and  is  the 
present  grand  junior  warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In 
September,  1894,  he  received  the  highest  honors  in  Masonry,  being  crowned  sover- 
eign grand  inspector-general  of  the  thirty  third  and  last  degree.  Mr.  Cushman  is 
also  a  member  of  Bidwell- Wilkeson  Post,  G.  A.  R. ,  and  was  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  General  Fairchild.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and 
is  widely  known,  esteemed  and  respected.  On  March  18,  1873,  he  married  Miss 
Georgie  L.  Doran,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  one  son,  William  Doran  Cushman,  a 
student  at  Yale  University,  class  of  1899. 

Fisher,  John  W. ,  Buffalo,  the  youngest  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Vantine)  Fisher, 
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was  born  in  the  town  of  Newstead,  Erie  county,  October  27,  1862.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  David  Vantine,  who  settled  in  Clarence  in  1804,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  being  one  of  the  volunteers  to  help  blow  up  Fort  Erie.  John  Fisher 
was  a  prominent  Republican,  held  several  town  offices,  reared  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  died  in  1864;  his  wife  died  in  1886.  John  W.  Fisher  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Clarence  village,  where  he  received  a  classical  education  at  the  Parker 
Union  School.  From  1876  to  1880  he  was  employed  principally  in  farming  and 
driving  a  passenger  stage  coach  from  Clarence  to  Looneyville.  On  April  1,  1880, 
he  came  to  Buffalo  as  a  student  in  the  law  offices  of  Humphrey  &  Lockwood  and  in 
1881  entered  the  office  of  William  C.  Bryant,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  in  January,  1884.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  occupying  from  the  first  offices  in  the  Western  Savings  Bank 
Building  where  he  began  his  legal  studies.  Mr.  Fisher  has  always  been  a  staunch 
Democrat;  he  served  as  secretary  to  Mayor  Bishop  from  1891  to  1894,  and  in  May, 
1892,  took  an  active  part  in  the  movement  which  resulted  in  the  third  nomination  of 
Grover  Cleveland  for  president.  During  the  municipal  campaign  of  1897  he  came 
into  wide  prominence  as  the  manager  of  the  Diehl  forces,  and  to  him  is  chiefly  due 
the  election  of  not  only  the  mayor.  Dr.  Conrad  Diehl,  but  of  nearly  all  of  his  party's 
candidates.  His  consummate  skill  as  a  campaingn  manager  placed  him  at  once 
among  the  Democratic  leaders  of  the  State.  Mr.  Fisher  was  for  one  year  a  trustee 
of  the  Buffalo  Bar  Association,  served  two  years  as  president  of  the  Buffalo  Lieder- 
tafel,  and  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason.  He  is  now  the  attorney  for  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  Erie  county. 

Gerst,  Philip,  Buffalo,  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Eva 
(Dormire)  Gerst,  natives  of  Germany,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  this  country  in 
1832.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  17,  1863,  received  his  education  in 
public  school  No.  20,  at  the  Buffalo  Central  High  School,  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Business  College,  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  James  A.  Roberts.  One 
year  later,  however,  he  entered  the  railway  service  as  a  clerk  in  the  freight  depart- 
ment of  the  Erie  Railroad  and  rose  to  the  position  of  chief  clerk  at  Black  Rock.  He 
remained  in  the  service  from  1879  to  1886,  when  he  resigned  to  engage  in  the  coal 
business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dakin  &  Sloan.  In  1888  he  formed  a  co-part- 
nership with  Michael  Doll  and  established  a  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  which 
he  still  continues,  having  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner.  Mr.  Gerst  early  took 
an  active  part  in  politics,  and  in  1892  was  nominated  city  assessor,  but  was  defeated, 
though  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  1894-95  he  represented  the  Sixth  Erie  county 
district  in  the  Legislature,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  canal  committee  during  the 
session  of  the  assembly.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  treas- 
urer of  the  city  of  Buffalo  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  January  1,  1896,  began  his  four 
years'  term  in  that  office.  He  is  one  of  the  youngest  city  treasurers  ever  elected  in 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Gerst  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Occidental  Lodge, 
No.  776,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  North  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  517.  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Hawks,  Edward  Clinton,  Buffalo,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  (1)  Isaac  Allerton,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1585,  married  Mary  Norris  at  Leyden,  Holland,  in  1611, 
came  to  America  in  the  Mayflower  in  1620,  and  died  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1659. 
Mr.  Allerton  was  one  of  that  immortal  band  of  Pilgrims  who,  signing  the  compact, 
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brought  their  principles  of  rehgion  to  the  barren  shores  of  New  England.  His  daugh- 
ter, (2)  Sarah  Allerton,  born  in  Leyden,  also  came  over  in  the  Mayflower.  She  mar- 
ried Moses  Maverick,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  1637.  Their  daughter,  (3)  Rebecca, 
born  in  Marblehead,  Mass.,  about  1639,  was  married  there  to  John  Hawks  on  June 
3,  1658,  and  died  at  Lynn  in  1659.  He  was  born  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1633,  and 
died  in  Lynn  August  5,  1694.  (4)  Moses  Hawks  (or  Hawkes),  their  son,  born  at  Lynn, 
November  29,  1659,  died  there  January  1,  1708-9.  May  10,  1698,  he  married  Mar- 
garet Cogswell,  who  was  born  in  Lynn  September  6,  1675.  Their  son,  (5)  Moses 
Hawks  (or  Hawkes),  born  at  Lynn  March  4,  1699,  was  married  there  April  9,  1730, 
to  Susannah  Townsend.  (6)  Daniel  Hawks,  their  son,  was  born  at  Lynn,  October 
2U,  1749,  married  Rhoda  Perham,  and  died  at  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1831. 
Their  son,  (7)  Thomas  Hawks,  born  at  Petersham,  Mass  ,  April  2,  1784,  married 
Nancy  Fitch  at  Richfield  Springs  June  23,  1811,  and  died  at  Columbia,  N.  Y.,  March 
25,  1870;  she  was  born  at  Pawlet,  Vt.,  April  2,  1792,  and  died  at  Columbia  July  24, 
1863.  (8)  Thomas  Sidney  Hawks,  their  son,  born  in  Columbia,  Herkimer  county,  N. 
Y.,  June  25,  1816,  came  to  BulTalo  in  1840,  married  Hester  Ann  Layton  July  20,  1843, 
and  died  here  July  26,  1886.  She  was  born  at  Talmadge,  Ohio,  February  22,  1815, 
and  died  in  Buffalo  April  26,  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  (9)  Edward  Clinton 
Hawks,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  July  26,  1846.  Mr.  Hawks  was  graduated 
from  the  Central  High  School  in  1865,  read  law  m  the  ofifice  of  Sprague.&  Fillmore, 
and  for  seven  years  was  their  managing  clerk,  having  charge  of  the  real  estate  tran- 
sactions of  their  client,  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1869,  and  since  1871  has  been  in  active  and  succesful  practice.  He  was  city  at_ 
torney  of  Buffalo  in  1880-81,  was  once  tendered  the  nomination  for  congressman  from 
this  district,  and  has  been  Grand  President  of  the  State  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.  He  is  an 
able  lawyer,  a  man  widely  respected  and  esteemed  and  largely  interested  in  land 
and  grain  elevators,  being  one  of  the  builders  of  the  International  Elevator  at  Black 
Rock.  He  has  given  much  attention  to  the  subject  of  good  roads,  upon  which  he 
has  published  several  notable  articles,  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Art  Students 
League,  a  member  of  the  Merchants  Exchange,  and  a  fellow  of  the  Buffalo  Society 
of  Artists.  He  was  also  a  member  of  old  Hespei  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  which  sent 
thirty-seven  of  its  sixty  six  members  into  public  office.  June  5,  1879,  he  married 
Amanda  Smith,  of  Buffalo,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard  Smith,  jr.,  the  crown 
patentee  of  Smithtown,  L.  L  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawks  are  members  of  the  Society 
of  Mayflower  Descendants.    Their  children  are  Alaurice  Fitch  and  Hester. 

Luce,  Dr.  Frank,  Buffalo,  is  a  grandson  of  Truman  and  Loretta  (Bissell)  Luce, 
who  came  from  Vermont  to  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  about  1815,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  what  was  then  a  wilderness,  where  their  son,  Benjamin  Franklin  Luce, 
was  born.  The  latter  married  Christina  Schenshel,  who  came  to  Lancaster  from 
Germany  with  her  parents  about  1848.  In  1892  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luce  removed  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  still  resides,  and  where  she  died  in  July,  1894.  Dr.  Frank  Luce, 
their  eldest  son,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  November  17,  1854,  was 
educated  in  the  Union  Schools  of  Lancaster  and  Williamsville,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1872  entered  the  office  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Orlando  Luce,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  dentists  in  Buffalo,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  latter's  death  in 
March,  1896.   He  then  succeeded  to  the  business,  which  he  still  continues  on  his  own 
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account.  Dr.  Luce  is  a  well  known  dentist,  and  a  member  of  Erie  Lodge,  No.  161, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Acacia  Club. 

Neff,  John  William,  Buffalo,  son  of  Louis  J.  and  Sophia  (Bolton)  Neff,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  23,  1862,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  for  two  years  was  a 
messenger  boy  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  Afterward  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Red  Line  Fast  Freight  Company  for  eight  years,  and  since  1886  has 
been  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  making  a  specialty  of  steam  boiler,  plate 
glass,  and  accident  insurance.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
and  in  1891  and  again  in  1893  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  Seventh  ward  of  Buffalo. 
When  the  office  of  county  auditor  was  created  in  1895  he  was  unanimously  nom- 
inated for  the  position  by  the  Republican  County  Convention,  and  at  the  ensuing 
election  was  chosen  by  a  large  majorit}^  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  36,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Club. 
He  has  been  twice  married,  first,  on  May  10,  1881,  to  Eva  J.  Sloan  of  Buffalo,  and 
second,  on  January  27,  1896,  to  Elizabeth  A.  Menzies. 

Phillips,  Frank  G.,  Buffalo,  eldest  son  of  Anthony  and  Eva  (Baker)  Phillips,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  22,  1858.  Anthony  Phillips,  a  native  of  Strass- 
burg,  France  (now  Germany),  came  to  America  in  1840  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  followed  the  business  of  contracting  and  building  until  his  death  m  March, 
1883.  His  wife,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Baker  and  a  native  of  Buffalo,  died  in  1892. 
Frank  G.  Phillips  received  a  public  and  private  school  education,  and  then  entered 
the  trunk  manufacturing  establishment  of  S.  Henry  Runcie  &  Co.,  with  which  he 
has  ever  since  been  identified.  From  errand  boy  and  clerk  he  became  a  salesman, 
and  during  the  last  twelve  of  the  twenty  years  of  his  connection  with  that  firm  he 
represented  them  on  the  road.  On  February  15,  1886,  he  bought  them  out  and  since 
then  has  successfully  conducted  the  establishment  alone.  The  business,  which  has 
been  located  at  352  Main  street  since  1885,  is  an  extensive  one — one  of  the  largest, 
in  fact,  between  New  York  and  Chicago.  All  kinds  of  trunks,  valises,  etc.,  and 
many  leather  goods  are  manufactured.  Mr.  Phillips  is  an  able  business  man  and 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  worthy  enterprises.  For  eleven  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  74th  Regiment,  N.  G.  N,  Y.,  rising  to  the  position  of  captain  of  Co.  G,  which 
commission  he  held  four  years.  He  is  a  prominent  member  and  for  three  years  was 
treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Institute,  is  a  member  of  the  C.  B.  L.,  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Club  and  is  a  member  and  for  one  year  was 
a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus. 

Patridge,  George  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlebury,  Wyoming 
county,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1842,  and  since  1863  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business  for  twenty-eight  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  took  up  contract  work  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  all  kinds  of  contract- 
in.  Mr.  Patridge  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  for  ten  years,  being  president 
of  that  body  for  the  years  1882,  1886  and  1887.  November  15,  1864,  he  married 
Helen  F.  Cooley,  of  Attica,  N.  Y.  She  died  January  8,  1887,  and  June  17,  1896,  he 
married  Lucy  Savage,  of  New  York. 

Schafer,  Frederick  J.,  Buffalo,  eldest  son  of  Frederick  and  Gertrude  (Riebling) 
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Schafer,  natives  of  Germany,  was  born  in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  March  29,  1859.  Frederick 
Schafer,  the  father,  came  to  America  about  1853  and  first  settled  in  Buffalo,  but  soon 
removed  to  Attica,  where  he  followed  the  business  of  carpenter  and  contractor  for 
many  years,  and  where  he  and  his  wife  still  reside.  They  reared  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Frederick  J.  Schafer  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Attica,  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1876  and  learned  the  merchant  tailor's  trade,  which  he  followed  as  a 
journeyman  until  the  fall  of  1878,  when  he  engaged  in  the  business  for  himself.  His 
first  establishment  was  in  the  old  Arcade  building;  in  1891  he  moved  to  his  present 
location  at  18  Court  street,  where  he  has  one  of  the  best  merchant  tailoring  stores  in 
the  city.  Mr.  Schafer  is  a  practical  tailor  and  has  been  very  successful,  having  built 
up  a  large  and  prosperous  trade  through  dealings  which  have  been  honorable  and 
businesslike.  He  is  well  known  and  popular,  and  a  member  of  Queen  City  Council 
No.  259,  Royal  Arcanum.  January  3,  1883,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Elizabeth  Bommer  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  six  sons:  William  F. ,  Edward  J., 
Frederick  J.,  jr..  Franklin  F.,  Milton  B.  and  Harold  A. 

Ulbrich,  Otto,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Magdeburg,  Prussia,  August  6,  1842,  received 
a  private  school  education,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age  came  to  America  settling 
in  Buffalo.  Here  he  attended  the  Buffalo  public  schools,  and  when  fourteen  years 
old  became  a  clerk  in  the  bookstore  of  Loring  Danforth,  remaining  with  him  and 
his  successors  until  about  1861,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  Mar- 
tin Taylor,  bookseller,  with  whom  he  remained  ten  years.  In  1871  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Charles  Herger,  under  the  firm  name  of  Herger  &  Ulbrich  and  en- 
gaged in  the  book  business  in  the  old  St.  James  block.  Eight  years  later  this  firm 
dissolved  and  Mr.  Ulbrich  and  Spencer  S.  Kingsley  continued  the  business  under 
the  style  of  Ulbrich  &  Kingsley  until  they  were  burned  out  in  the  great  Richmond 
Hotel  fire  of  March  17,  1887.  Since  then  Mr.  Ulbrich  has  carried  on  the  business 
alone,  first  in  the  Arcade  until  that  building  was  burned  and  after  that  at  386  Main 
street.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  booksellers  in  Buffalo,  and  is 
widely  known  and  respected.  He  has  been  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge 
No,  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  since  he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  and  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Singing  Society,  which  he  has  served  in  various  official 
capacities.  In  June,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Wuest  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  five  daughters:  Minnie,  Adele,  Clara,  Edna  and  Margaret. 

Lautz,  Frederick  Christopher  Martin,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Hiemenz)  Lautz,  was  born  in  Rimborn,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  March  5,  1846, 
and  when  seven  years  old  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  received  a 
public  school  education.  During  the  Rebellion  he  served  in  the  81st  N.  Y.  Vols. 
Afterward  he  engaged  in  the  soap  business  with  his  father,  in  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued, being  now  a  member  of  the  Lautz  Brothers  &  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  known  soap  manufacturing  concerns  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Lautz  was  also 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Niagara  Starch  Works  and  of  the  onyx  works  of  the  Lautz 
Company,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Niagara  Stamping  and  Tool  CompanV.  He  is  a 
life  member  of  the  German  Young  Men's  Association,  which  he  served  as  president 
from  1881  to  1884,  and  under  his  administration  the  first  music  hall  was  built,  and 
after  that  was  burned  in  1885  he  was  instrumental  in  erecting  the  present  structure. 
He  has  been  one  of  its  real  estate  commissioners  since  1883,  and  for  five  years  was 
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chairman  of  the  board.  He  is  also  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society,  and  the  Fine  Arts  Academy;  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  life 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus ;  an  organizer  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic 
Institute;  and  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  His  chief  character- 
istic, however,  is  his  earnest  and  generous  devotion  to  music.  He  is  pre-eminently 
the  patron  of  the  Buffalo  Symphony  Orchestra,  which  he  started  in  1888,  and  which 
has  since  been  maintained  through  his  liberality.  In  fact,  he  has  made  up  deficits 
year  after  year  in  the  accounts  of  the  organization,  and  has  been  to  Buffalo  what 
Colonel  Higginson  has  been  to  Boston.  He  is  gifted  with  a  fine  voice,  has  been  the 
solo  barytone  in  St.  Paul's  church  for  many  years,  and  on  many  public  occasions  of 
a  patriotic  nature  has  sung  "  The  Star  Spangled  Banner."  He  was  also  an  organ- 
izer of  the  Buffalo  Musical  Association.  He  is  president  of  the  Ellicott  Square 
Bank,  was  an  originator  of  the  Ellicott  Square  Building  and  is  vice-president  of  the 
Ellicott  Square  Company,  and  is  president  of  the  Shaker  Heights  Land  Company, 
which  presented  to  the  City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  279  acres  of  land,  valued  at  over 
$400,000,  for  park  purposes.  He  is  also  a  promoter  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  for  1899,  an  organizer  and  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Elli- 
cott Club,  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Club.  In  every  capacity  Mr.  Lautz  has 
exhibited  marvelous  ability,  great  energy  and  enterprise,  and  unyielding  integrity 
and  devotion.  He  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Amelia  K.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Augusta  Trageser,  of  New  York  city  and  they  have  three  daughters. 

Lockwood,  Hon.  Daniel  Newton,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  N. 
Y.,  June  1,  1844,  and  was  graduated  from  Union  College  at  Schenectady  in  1865. 
Soon  afterward  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Humphrey  in  Buf- 
falo and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1866.  Since  then  he  has  been  in  active 
and  successful  practice.  Mr.  Lockwood  early  took  an  active  interest  in  politics ;  as  a 
Democrat  he  has  achieved  a  wide  reputation  as  a  campaign  speaker  and  orator,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a  valued  leader  of  his  party.  In  1871  he  was  nominated 
for  district  attorney  of  Erie  county,  and,  though  defeated,  ran  1,500  votes  ahead  of 
his  ticket;  in  1874  he  was  again  nominated  and  elected.  Before  the  expiration  of 
his  term  he  was  elected  to  the  45th  Congress,  which  assembled  in  October,  1877.  In 
1890  and  again  in  1892  he  was  elected  to  that  office  and  served  with  great  distinction 
in  the  52d  and  53d  Congresses.  In  1894  he  was  nominated  for  lieutenant-governor 
of  New  York.  In  1880  he  was  a  d.elegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Cincinnati,  and  in  the  same  year  he  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  mayor  of  Buffalo.  At  the  State  Democratic  Convention  in  1882  he 
placed  Mr.  Cleveland  in  nomination  for  governor,  and  at  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  of  1884,  to  which  he  was  a  delegate,  he  made  the  speech  nominating 
that  gentleman  for  president.  In  1886  President  Cleveland  appointed  him  U.  S. 
attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  which  office  he  resigned  three  years 
later.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Lockwood  has  achieved  eminent  success,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  ablest,  soundest  and  most  zealous  counselors  in  the  State.  As  a  states- 
man he  won  a  high  reputation  for  the  careful  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  he 
guarded  the  interests  of  the  community  and  country  at  large.  He  is  an  eloquent 
orator,  a  good  business  man,  and  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  in  every  capacity  has 
discharged  his  duties  with  great  credit  and  satisfaction.    He  is  president  and  mana- 
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ger  of  the  Akron  Cement  Works  and  of  the  Buffalo  Sewer  Pipe  Company,  and  a 
director  in  the  New  York  and  New  Jersey  Bridge  Company  and  the  Merchants'  and 
the  Third  National  Banks.  October  18,  1870,  he  married  Sarah  B.  Brown,  of  Buf- 
falo, and  they  have  two  children :  Elizabeth  B.  and  Thomas  B.  Lockwood. 

Dunston,  George  H.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  A.  and  Charlotte  (Hind)  Dun- 
ston,  natives  of  England,  who  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
in  1850.  In  1862  they  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  the  mother  died  in  1882  and  the 
father  in  1883,  leaving  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder.  Mr.  Dunston  was  born  September  20,  1851,  in  Rochester, 
where  he  first  attended  the  public  schools;  coming  to  Buffalo  with  the  family  in  1862. 
he  finished  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  and  in  1867  entered  the 
lithographing  establishment  of  Clay,  Cosack  &  Co.,  where  he  remained  until  1873, 
serving  first  as  assistant  bookkeeper  and  afterward  as  bookkeeper.  In  1873  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lithographing  business  for  himself,  and  ten  years  later  started  his  pres- 
ent establishment  in  the  old  Morning  Express  building,  where  he  was  burned  out  in 
1884.  He  continued  the  business,  however  without  interruption,  occupying  quarters 
on  the  Terrace,  and  in  1885  moved  to  his  present  location  on  the  corner  of  Terrace 
and  West  Seneca  streets.  Mr.  Dunston  has  built  up  from  small  beginnings  a  litho- 
graphing business  of  large  proportions,  covering  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
even  extending  into  many  foreign  countries.  He  employs  between  one  hundred  and 
125  hands.  He  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  Odd  Fellowship  to  the  Rebecca 
degree,  being  past  grand  of  old  Hesper  Lodge.  In  February,  1883,  he  married 
Nellis  S. ,  daughter  of  Bradford  Taber,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Doris. 

Kopp,  Charles  J. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joseph  and  Christina  (Timer)  Kopp,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  13,  1863.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  a  bookkeeper  for  John  H.  Kniper, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  plumbing  and  gas  fitting  business.  He  afterwards  served 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  plumbing  trade  in  Mr.  Kniper's  establishment,  and  con- 
tinued for  five  years.  In  1885  he  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  A.  Spies  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  cigars,  which  continued  until  1891,  when  Mr.  Spies  retired,  and  the 
business  has  since  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Kopp.  Manufacturing  onl)?- a  high  grade  of 
cigars,  Mr.  Kopp  has  built  up  a  large  trade  and  employs  several  men.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Protected  Home  Circle  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men.  In  June,  1884,  he  married  Fannie,  daughter  of  Anthony  Spies,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Raymond  A.,  Elmer  C,  and  Elton  J. 

Frohe,  Godfrey  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Gottfried  and  Gertrude  (Ritzen)  Frohe,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  November  24,  1865.  His  parents  were  born  in  Holland,  came  to 
America  in  1859.  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Frohe  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  his  native  city,  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School  in 
1889,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  in  1891.  He 
began  practice  shortly  after  his  admission  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  his  profession. 

Tilson,  Thomas,  Buffalo,  supervisor  of  the  Twenty-fourth  ward,  is  a  son  of  Mat- 
thew and  Mary  (Henderson)  Tilson,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  about 
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1856  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  they  have  since  resided.  Matthew  early  learned 
the  iron  worker's  trade,  has  always  been  a  Republican  and  reared  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  Thomas  Tilson  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  November,  1864,  was  educated 
in  public  school  No.  19,  and  in  1881  entered  the  employ  of  Pratt  &  Co.,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  they  dissolved  partnership  in  1885.  He  then  associated  himself 
with  Beals  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  has  since  continued,  rising  from  the  position  of 
order  clerk  to  that  of  outside  salesman.  He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican 
and  for  several  years  served  as  committeeman  of  the  Eighth  district  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  ward.  In  1894  he  was  appointed  by  the  Common  Council  as  supervisor  of 
that  ward  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  E.  C.  Knight,  and  he  was  elected  to  that 
office  in  1895  and  re  elected  in  1897,  and  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  poor.  He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  Republican  City 
and  Assembly  Conventions  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  1891 
he  married  Harriet  E.  Groat  of  Tonawanda. 

Malone}/,  Hon.  William,  Buffalo,  born  in  Geneseo,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1867,  is  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Julia  (Delehaney)  Maloney,  na- 
tives of  Ireland.  Thomas  w^as  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  in  1832  when  he 
was  six  months  old  and  settled  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  various  occu- 
pations and  finally  engaged  in  the  trucking  business.  He  reared  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo.  William  Maloney 
was  educated  at  the  Geneseo  State  Normal  School,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1881,  and  en- 
entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  first  as  trainman  and  later  as 
conductor,  which  position  he  held  seven  years.  In  1890  he  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business,  which  he  still  continues.  He  has  always  been  an  unswerving  Democrat, 
was  a  committeeman  from  the  Eleventh  ward  for  several  years,  and  in  1896  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  the  Third  Assembly  District  of  Erie  county  by 
a  plurahty  of  2,132.  He  is  a  staunch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  bimetalism  and 
during  his  first  term  as  assemblyman  served  on  the  Committees  on  Canals,  Revision 
and  Public  Printing.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hibernians  and  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  June. 
1897,  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Philip  Day  of  Buffalo. 

Fisher,  John,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  John  Fisher,  a  baker  by  trade,  and  was  born  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  October  28,  1839.  In  1848  the  family,  consisting  of  the 
parents,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  emigrated  to  Buffalo  and  moved  thence  to 
a  farm  in  the  town  of  Wales,  where  the  father  died  in  1853,  and  the  mother  in  1887. 
Mr.  Fisher  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  district  school  winters  and 
while  at  home  cast  his  vote  for  Lincoln  in  1860.  He  subsequently  came  to  Buffalo 
and  for  three  years  worked  for  the  Western  Transportation  Company;  in  1868  he 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business,  in  which  he  still  continues.  He  has  always  been 
a  staunch  Republican  and  for  several  years  has  served  his  party  as  a  committee- 
man. Since  1890  he  has  held  the  office  of  supervisor  of  the  Twentieth  ward  and 
was  again  re-elected  in  1897,  for  another  term.  He  is  a  Chapter  Mason,  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  other  organizations  and  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  various  local  and  State  political  conventions.  He  has  lived  in  the  Twentieth 
ward  since  1883.  He  married,  first,  Clara,  daughter  of  Joseph  Seal,  who  bore  him 
three  sons;  his  second  wife  is  Melissa  Hershey,  and  they  have  two  daughters. 

Keenan,  John,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Keenan,  was  born  in  county  Lim- 
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erick,  Ireland,  in  May,  1836,  and  in  1846  came  with  his  parents  to  Montreal,  Canada, 
where  his  father  died.  Soon  afterward  the  mother  with  her  four  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, removed  to  Toronto,  and  thence  to  Buffalo,  where  she  died  in  1876  at  her  home 
on  Prospect  avenue.  The  support  of  the  family  largely  devolved  upon  Mr.  Keenan 
and  his  early  education  therefore  was  limited.  When  fourteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  brick  mason,  at  which  he  soon  became  expert  and  which  he  followed 
several  years.  He  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  and  among  the  structures 
he  erected  were  Bishop  Ryan's  house  on  Franklin  street  and  the  Fargo  mansion,  the 
latter  being  at  the  time  the  best  private  dwelling  in  the  city.  He  also  did  the 
mason  work  on  the  State  Hospital  and  Christ's  (now  Trinity)  chapel.  He  built  his 
fine  brick  residence  at  No.  342  Front  avenue  in  1872.  In  1879  he  retired  largely 
from  active  business.  He  has  always  been  a  prominent  Democrat,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  He  married  Mary  Donovan  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  four  sons 
and  five  daughters  living. 

Boland,  Hon.  Anthony  J.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Anthony  Boland,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, born  in  1828,  who  came  to  this  country  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-two  and 
followed  the  lakes  for  many  years,  becoming  a  captain  in  1865.  The  father  was 
afterward  connected  with  various  distilling  enterprises,  and  was  a  staunch  Demo- 
crat. He  died  October  3,  1896;  his  wife  survives  him  as  do  also  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Anthony  J.  Boland  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  1,  1866,  obtained  his 
education  at  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School,  public  school  No.  4,  and  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  and  Johnson's  Business  Colleges  and  began  active  life  as  a  messenger  for 
the  Erie  Railroad  at  $15  per  month.  In  1883  he  became  clerk  in  the  elevator  office 
of  the  Connecting  Terminal  Railroad  and  rose  to  the  post  of  assistant  superintend- 
ent ;  in  1895  he  accepted  his  present  position  as  cashier  and  private  secretary  to 
James  Kennedy.  He  is  a  firm  Democrat  and  though  never  aspiring  to  office  yet  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  nomination  for  assemblyman  for  the  First  Assem- 
bly district  in  1897  and  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of  about  1,620  or  1,500  more 
than  that  district  had  previously  given  its  candidates.  He  is  a  popular  member  of 
the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  resides  with  his  mother  and  sisters  at  No,  434  Elk  street.  He 
has  always  lived  in  the  old  First  ward  of  Buffalo. 

Frank,  C.  William,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo  December  17,  1866,  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Anna  B.  (Bingemann)  Frank,  who  came  to  this  city  from  Germany  in  1852.  Mr. 
Frank  received  his  education  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  and  then  entered 
his  father's  marble  works  as  an  apprentice  in  1880.  He  was  employed  there  until 
his  father's  death  in  1894,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  business.  His  works  are  well 
equipped  for  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  monumental  works  and  steady  employ- 
ment is  given  to  several  skilled  granite  and  marble  workers.  As  a  business  man 
Mr.  Frank  is  fair  in  all  transactions  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  friends. 
He  is  a  member  of  Concordia  Lodge,  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Omega  I/odge,  No.  259, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  past  master  of  the  I.  O.  O.  I.  In  November,  1891,  he  married  Anna 
M.  Klobloch  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  Anna  K.,  Julia  M.,  and  C. 
William  Frank,  jr. 

Childs,  Milford  W.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Henry  A.  Childs,  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  Julia  B.  Childs,  his  wife,  and  was  born  in  Medina,  Orleans  county, 
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N.  Y.,  September  26,  1869.  He  attended  the  Medina  High  School  and  also  Prof. 
Lucius  E.  Hawley's  private  school  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1893  was  graduated  from  Will- 
iams College.  He  then  entered  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1895,  receiving  the  first  prize  of  |100  in  the  Daniel  scholarship, and  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  July  of  the  same  year,  he  immediately  began  a  clerkship  m 
the  office  of  Marcy  &  Close  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  served  as  managing  clerk  for  that 
firm  for  the  term  of  one  year.  He  then  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  part- 
nership with  Wesley  C.  Dudley,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dudley  &  Childs,  which 
still  continues. 

Person,  Frank  P.,  Buffalo,  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  C.  Person's  Sons, 
is  one  of  the  representative  businessmen  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  Person, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Alsace,  France,  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  established  the  business  to  which  his  sons  succeeded  at  his  death  in  1885.  Frank 
P.  Person  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  afterward  entered  the 
wholesale  liquor  business  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  proprietors.  He  is  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Buffalo  Automatic  Smoke  Consuming  Company  and  in  the  Freehold 
Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Modestia  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Elks, 
the  Red  Men,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  In  October,  1877,  he  married  Amelia  Walter, 
of  Lancaster,  and  they  have  three  children:    Clara  L.,  Flora  J.  and  Frank  W. 

Person's  Sons,  C,  Buffalo. — This  firm  was  established  by  the  late  Charles  Per- 
son in  1850,  and  since  his  death  in  1885  has  been  continued  by  his  sons,  Daniel  H., 
William  and  Frank  P.  Person.  Daniel  H.  Person  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December 
22,  1851,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Hick's  Business 
College.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Meadville  Distilling  Company  and  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  a  member  of  Harmonia  Lodge  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Germania 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  the  exempt  Firemen's  Association.  In  June,  1875,  he  mar- 
ried Caroline  Jack,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  Emma  L.,  Edward  C 
and  Karl  O.  William  Person  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  29,  1855.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  then  entered  his  father's  business.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Harmonia  Lodge  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Germania  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Volunteer  Fire  Department  and  was  foreman  of  Hook  and 
Ladder  Co.  No.  1,  for  eight  years,  and  also  a  trustee  of  the  Firemen's  Benevolent 
Association.  In  September,  1876,  he  married  Louisa,  daughter  of  Michael  Boeckel, 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  William  C,  Eugene  E.  and  Olive  C.  Frank 
P.  Person  is  elsewhere  noticed.  The  firm  of  C.  Person's  Sons  is  one  of  the  largest 
importing  and  wholesale  liquor  firms  in  the  city.  The  premises  occupied  are  50  by 
100  feet,  five  floors,  built  especially  for  the  business,  and  containing  every  facility 
for  handling  the  firm's  immense  trade,  which  extends  over  Western  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Eastern  Ohio. 

Plarr,  Charles  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Anna  F.  (Dieterly)  Plarr,  natives  of 
Germany,  was  born  in  Buffalo  December  21,  1868,  in  the  old  Twelfth  ward.  He  at- 
tended the  public  school.  No.  12,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  secured  employment 
in  the  chair  factory  of  the  Edwin  Sykes  Company.  Afterwards  he  was  employed  in 
Maischoss  Brothers'  File  Works,  where  he  remained  a  short  time.    He  then  went 
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into  the  jewelry  business  of  V.  Gentner,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  for  a  period 
of  ten  years.  In  1890  he  established  his  present  business,  starting  on  a  small  scale. 
By  energy  and  ability  he  has  built  up  a  flourishing  business,  and  gives  steady  em- 
ployment to  six  men.  He  occupies  an  entire  floor  in  the  Gentsch  building  on  Walnut 
street,  and  is  enjoying  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  trade,  ranking  among  the 
leading  jewelry  manufacturers  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Plarr  is  a  prominent  member  of  sev- 
eral organizations,  and  is  at  present  district  deputy  of  the  Third  District  of  Erie 
county  of  the  I.  O.  R,  M.,  and  secretary  of  the  Order  of  Iroquois. 

Auel,  Charles  H.  W.,  M.  D.,  was  born  December  19,  1863,  in  Hessian,  Nassau, 
Germany,  and  received  his  early  training  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 
His  natural  inclination  was  towards  the  profession  of  medicine,  and  after  coming  to 
America  he  entered  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1886.  He  was  appointed  consulting  physician  to  the  Erie  County  Hos- 
pital, in  1891,  in  which  capacity  he  served  three  years.  Dr.  Auel  enjoys  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance, and  is  one  of  the  prominent  promoters  of  the  new  Buffalo  German 
Hospital  on  Jefferson  street  near  Genesee.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  this  institution  and  chairman  of  the  medical  staff.  He  is  a  member  of 
Modestia  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Foresters.  In  October,  1889,  he 
married  Miss  Sophia  Sonnemann,  of  Buffalo. 

White,  Henry  G.,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  Buffalo.  For  more 
than  fifty  years  he  has  occupied  a  leading  position  in  the  painting  business,  and 
probably  no  Buffalo  artisan  is  more  widely  or  favorably  known  than  he.  Mr.  White 
is  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Candace  (Smith)  White,  natives  of  the  "  Green  Mountain 
State,"  and  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vt,  June  8,  1814.  He  came  to  this  city  in  1836 
and  engaged  in  his  present  business.  At  that  time  the  city  was  very  sparsely  set- 
tled, and  Mr.  White  recalls  many  of  the  historical  events  of  the  last  half  century  in 
Buffalo.  He  has,  in  fact,  grown  up  with  the  city,  and  now,  as  in  earlier  days,  is 
keenly  alive  to  all  that  affects  the  good  of  the  municipality.  Although  near  eighty- 
four  he  is  still  hale  and  vigorous.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Niagara  Lodge,  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  1893  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  W.  H.  Pinck,  and  the  firm  isnow  known  as  H.  G.  White  &  Co.  Mr.  White 
has  been  married  three  times;  first,  in  1840,  to  Ann  Quale,  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  His 
second  wife  was  Susan  M.  Prince,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  his  third  wife  is  Susan  D. 
Winslow  Church,  a  descendant  of  Governor  Winslow. 

Wright,  William  F.,  Buffalo,  has  displayed  in  the  management  of  private  busi- 
ness affairs  the  characteristics  and  qualities  of  a  successful  financier.  He  was  born 
in  the  Keystone  State  (Pennsylvania)  July  20,  1854,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  which  he  left  some  three  months 
before  graduating  to  accept  a  position  in  a  bank  in  the  village  of  Washington,  Pa., 
as  cashier,  which  he  held  three  years,  during  which  time  he  spent  all  his  leisure  hours 
studying  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1877,  and  for  ten  years  was 
engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to 
accept  the  New  York  State  agency  of  the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  which  he  has  since  held.  During  the  ten  years  of  his  service 
in  this  capacity  the  company's  affairs  have  progressed  exceedingly,  and  there  is  no 
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doubt  that  the  important  duties  assigned  to  Mr.  Wright  have  been  most  faithfully 
and  efficiently  performed  and  the  success  of  the  busmess  in  this  State  must  be  as- 
cribed in  large  measure  to  him.  When  he  became  their  State  agent  the  Union 
Central  Life  Insurance  Company  had  only  about  $155,000  of  insurance  in  force  in 
his  department;  by  January  1,  1897,  it  had  increased  under  his  able  management 
to  nearly  |2, 500, 000,  while  the  company's  assets  at  that  time  were  nearly  $17,000,- 
000,  net  surplus  $2,000,000,  insurance  in  force  $95,000,000.  In  1896  alone  the  com- 
pany wrote  over  $30,000,000.  These  figures  demonstrate  clearly  the  success  of  the 
company  in  which  Mr.  Wright  has  been  an  important  factor  smce  he  became  its 
New  York  State  manager.  Mr.  Wright  is  a  member  and  former  president  of  the 
Life  Underwriters  Association  of  Western  New  York,  and  has  served  as  chairman 
of  its  executive  committee.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Republican 
League,  is  a  member  of  the  official  board  of  the  Delaware  Avenue  M.  E.  church,  and 
Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Buffalo,  and  of  Keystone  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  of  Washington,  Pa.  May  10,  1876,  he  married  Laura  L.  Brown  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  and  they  have  four  daughters:  Mary,  Edith,  Brooke  and  Catherine. 

Pohl,  Gustav  A.,  M,  D. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Mostaganem,  Algiers,  Africa,  De- 
cember 7,  1854,  where  his  father,  a  political  fugitive  from  Germany  in  1848,  had 
sought  refuge.  He  is  of  German  descent,  and  at  the  age  of  four  years  removed  to 
Melbourne,  Australia,  with  his  parents,  Charles  and  Catherine  (Reiland)  Pohl,  where 
he  remained  until  their  return  to  the  fatherland  after  the  amnesty  granted  by  the 
king  of  Prussia.  After  completing  his  education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  Mainz 
on  the  Rhine,  Germany,  he  traveled  extensively  on  the  European  continent  and  in 
England,  where  he  was  in  business  for  over  three  years.  Being  then  rather  in 
delicate  health  he  left  the  trying  climate  of  London,  England,  and  went  to  the  south 
of  France  where  he  held  the  position  of  British  Pro-Consul  at  Nice.  In  1879  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  then  became  chief  clerk  of  the  French  Atlantic  Cable 
Company,  in  New  York  city,  which  he  left  to  accept  the  position  of  secretary  of  the 
Hammondsport  Glen  Wine  Company  at  Hammondsport,  N.  Y.  In  1883  he  came  to 
Buffalo, and  entering  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  was  grad- 
uated with  honor  in  1886.  Shortly  after  graduation  he  was  appointed  physician  to 
the  Erie  County  Almhouse.  He  then  passed  a  civil  service  exammation  and  was 
appointed  a  district  health  physician  by  the  Board  of  Health,  afterwards  being  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  special  sanitary  inspector.  He  has  also  held  the  position 
of  physician  to  the  outdoor  department  of  the  Fitch  Provident  Dispensary  (depart- 
ment of  diseases  of  children)  and  of  visiting  physician  to  the  Fitch  Creche,  physician 
to  Dispensary  of  the  German  Hospital,  all  of  which  he  resigned  in  order  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  his  increasing  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  County  of  Erie,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  Buffalo,  and  a  fellow  of 
the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Pohl  has  the  prestige  of  an  illustrious  an- 
cestry and  connection,  his  paternal  grandfather  having  received,  among  other  orders, 
the  Iron  Cross  for  gallantry  in  the  war  for  freedom  against  Napoleon  I,  in  1812, 
which,  at  that  time,  was  a  special  mark  of  distinction.  His  cousin,  Eduard  vo-n 
Knorr,  is  at  present  the  commanding  admiral  of  the  German  Navy.  Dr.  Pohl  is  a 
member  of  Mystic  Star  Lodge  No.  512,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Mount  Vernon  Encampment  No. 
8,  Canton  Buffalo  No.  5,  Patriarch's  Militant,  and  is  assistant  surgeon-general  of 
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the  8d  Brigade,  District  of  Niagara,  P.  M.  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.  and  Keystone  Chapter  No.  163,  R.  A.  M.  In 
June,  1891,  he  married  Jennie  A.  GiUie,  of  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

Suor,  Arthur  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  and  Anna  (Taylor)  Suor,  and  grandson 
of  Joseph  Suor,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  7,  1874. 
His  father,  Charles  Suor,  also  a  native  of  Buffalo,  conducted  a  wood  turning  estab- 
lishment on  the  corner  of  Clinton  and  Oak  streets,  served  as  supervisor  of  the  old 
Eleventh  ward,  and  died  in  1887,  aged  thirty-nine.  Arthur  M.  Suor  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  the  College  of  Commerce  in  Buffalo,  and  obtained  his  first 
business  experience  in  the  jewelry  store  of  T.  C.  Tanke,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years.  He  was  afterward  in  service  of  the  Western  Transit  Company  for  a 
short  time  and  in  1890  accepted  a  position  with  the  real  estate  firm  of  Thorne  & 
Angell.  He  was  associated  with  them  until  1894,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother,  William  C.  T.  Suor,  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Suor  &  Suor.  This  firm  is  now  operating  exclusively  in  Central 
Park  and  Parkside  property,  in  which  they  are  owners.  Mr.  Suor  is  a  member  of 
Parish  Lodge  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Trinity  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.  October  14, 
1896,  he  married  Ida  Clare  Heeb  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Arthur  M.,  jr. 

Henning,  Thomas,  Buffalo,  one  of  four  children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Henning, 
natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  in  April,  1844.  His 
father,  a  linen  manufacturer,  came  to  Quebec  about  1840,  and  with  his  wife  now 
lives  in  Toronto.  Mr.  Henning  attended  school  in  St.  Catherines,  Ontario,  whither 
his  parents  had  removed.  In  1854  he  became  a  telegraph  messenger  boy  for  the 
Montreal  Telegraph  Company,  where  he  remained  nine  years,  when  he  came  to 
Buffalo.  For  about  twenty-two  years  thereafter  he  was  connected  with  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  in  Buffalo,  and  New  York  city,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1891  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Field  Engineering  Company  on  the  construction 
of  the  power  house  and  lines  of  the  Buffalo  Railway  Company,  On  the  completion 
of  that  contract  he  became  superintendent  of  the  power  station  of  that  corporation, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Henning  has  made  a  thorough  study  of  electricity 
and  is  so  proficient  in  that  science  that  he  may  justly  be  considered  as  the  Thomas 
Edison  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest  social  standing,  endowed  with  a 
generous  nature,  and  ever  ready  to  lend  aid  to  the  needy  and  deserving.  He  is 
also  largely  interested  in  real  estate  and  securities  in  Buffalo.  His  wife,  Sarah  J., 
is  the  daughter  of  Bernard  Cassidy,  formerly  a  contractor  of  Buffalo,  and  a  niece  of 
the  late  Thomas  Edmonds.  She  is  actively  interested  in  charitable  enterprises. 
They  have  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

Fronczak,  Francis  E.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  etc.,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  Adelbert  and  Vic- 
toria (Jaworska)  Fronczak,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N  Y.,  September  20,  1874.  His 
father  took  an  active  part  in  the  Polish  insurrections  of  1840  and  1868  and  during 
the  latter  year  was  an  officer ;  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country  on  account  of 
these  troubles  and  come  to  America,  and  about  1870  he  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  Francis  E.  Fronczak  was  graduated  from  St.  Stanislaus  pa- 
rochial school  in  1887,  took  an  academic  course  at  Canisius  College  and  in  1894  was 
graduated  from  the  latter  institution  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.    He  then  entered  the 
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medical  departmenrt  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  honors  as  M.  D.  in  1897.  Meantime  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Canisius 
College,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1895.  In  1896  he  also  received  the  honors 
of  Polish  literature  from  the  Polish  League  of  Chicago.  He  was  connected  for  a 
long  time  with  the  Buffalo  Courier  and  at  present  is  on  the  special  staff  of  the  Ex- 
press, and  Polish  papers  of  Buffalo,  and  several  out  of  town  and  European  maga- 
zines and  newspapers.  Since  his  graduation  Dr.  Fronczak  has  successfully  followed 
his  profession  in  his  native  city.  He  was  the  first  Polish  graduate  of  the  Buffalo 
Medical  College  and  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  attending 
physician  to  the  Felician  Sisters  Hospital,  the  Polish  Orphan  Asylum  and  the  Home 
for  Old  and  Disabled  at  Cheektowaga.  He  is  also  medical  examiner  for  the  Buffalo 
branches  of  the  Polish  Union  of  North  America,  Polish  Roman  Catholic  Union  of 
America  and  other  Polish  institutions.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  as  is  also  his 
father.  On  Jauary  12,  1898,  he  was  appointed  member  of  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission by  Mayor  Conrad  Diehl,  to  succeed  Dr.  P.  W.  Van  Peyma,  who  succeeded 
the  mayor  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School  Examiners. 

Petzing,  Jacob,  Buffalo,  battalion  chief  of  the  Fourth  District  Buffalo  Fire  Depart-  . 
ment,  is  one  of  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  of  Jacob  and  Caroline 
(Rodenbach)  Petzing,  and  was  born  in  Germany  October  22,  1851.  The  family  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1852,  and  there  the  father  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  baker  for  many 
years.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D.  187th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Jacob  Petzing  was  graduated  from  public  school  No.  12  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, and  then  became  a  clerk  in  a  store  and  later  in  an  insurance  office.  He  learned 
and  followed  the  trade  of  upholstering  until  1873,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  shop 
of  Burrell,  McEwen  &  Co.,  which  position  he  held  until  1880.  In  1873  he  also  be- 
came a  volunteer  member  of  American  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.,  No.  3.  of  which  he  was 
secretary  and  afterward  foreman.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  pres- 
ent fire  department  and  in  August,  1895,  while  on  a  vacation,  was  promoted  battalion 
chief,  which  position  he  has  since  filled  with  signal  ability.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. His  service  as  a  fireman  covers  a  period  of  twenty-four  years,  and  during 
that  time  he  has  been  conspicuous  at  all  the  important  fires  in  the  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Firemen's  Beneficiary  Association  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M. 
May  30,  1872,  he  married  Sophia,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Sophia  Harmes,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  four  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Brummer,  Michael  J.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  George  and  Barbara  (Behm)  Brummer, 
natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  who  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1836. 
The  father  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  until  his  death  in  1861 ;  he  was  first  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  in  1860  voted  for  Lincoln.  His  wife  died  in  1873.  Mr.  Brummer  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  November  13,  1843,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  when  eleven  years 
of  age  began  to  earn  his  own  living.  He  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  and  in  February, 
1862,  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  31st  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  in  which  he  served  until  June,  1863. 
Two  months  later  he  re  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  15th  N.  Y.  H.  A.,  and  served  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  September  4,  1865.  Among  the  battles  in  which  he 
participated  were  West  Point,  York  River,  Gaines's  Mills,  Seven  Pines,  Malvern 
Hill,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  the  Wilder- 
ness, and  others,  and  all  the  battles  fought  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  till  Lee's 
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surrender.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  was  employed  in  the  tannery  of  J.  F.  Schoell- 
kopf  until  1877,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  22d  U.  S,  Inf.,  regular  army,  serving  until 
1882 ;  he  was  stationed  at  Forts  Griffin  and  Clark  in  Texas  and  participated  in  various 
Indian  raids.  On  his  return  to  Buffalo  in  1882  he  joined  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No.  2, 
of  the  Buffalo  Fire  Department;  five  months  later  he  was  made  captain  of  Engine 
No.  1,  afterwerds  was  transferred  to  Hook  &  Ladder  No.  1,  and  in  October,  1892, 
was  promoted  battalion  chief  of  District  No.  1,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr. 
Brummer  had  long  been  connected  with  the  old  volunteer  fire  department,  joining 
as  a  torch  boy  in  1859,  and  after  the  war  becoming  a  member  of  Rescue  Fire  Co. 
No.  1.  He  is  a  member  and  for  two  years  was  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Firemen's 
Beneficiary  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen's  Association  and 
Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  generous,  public  spirited  citizen,  and  a  man  highly  respected 
and  esteemed.    In  1883  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Kreuger,  of  Buffalo. 

Murphy,  Thomas,  police  justice,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  four  sons  of  John  and  Mary 
(Downey)  Murphy,  natives  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  at  East  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 21,  1862,  His  father  came  to  East  Palmyra  when  a  young  man,  bought  and 
still  owns  a  farm  there,  was  actively  identified  with  local  and  public  affairs,  and  in 
1887  retired  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo.  Judge  Murphy  was  reared  on  a  farm,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  the  Palmyra  Classical  Institute,  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age  came  to  Buffalo  and  finished  his  education  in  the  High  School.  He 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Henry  H.  Seymour  and  for  three  months  with  Ford  & 
Ferguson,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1884.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Seymour 
until  1886,  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Coal 
Company.  Two  years  later  he  became  counsel  and  assistant  manager  of  the  United 
States  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  and  after  the  consolidation  of  the  electric 
light  companies  of  Buffalo  in  1892  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
first  a  Democrat,  but  since  1888  has  been  a  leading  Republican,  and  served  as  an 
examiner  of  corporations  under  Comptroller  Roberts  for  one  year,  when  he  resigned. 
In  1895  he  was  candidate  for  assemblyman  in  the  First  Assembly  District,  and  in 
April,  1897,  was  appointed  a  police  justice,  popularly  called  "  Morning  Justice,"  to 
fill  a  vacancy.  In  November  of  the  same  year  he  received  a  vote  of  confidence  from 
the  people  when  they  elected  him  to  the  same  office  for  a  four-year  term.  He  has 
always  been  active  in  politics,  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  various  political  and 
judicial  conventions,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and 
Knights  of  Columbus.  In  1892  he  married  Miss  Margaret  H.  Burke  of  Swains,  Al- 
legany county,  N.  Y. 

Noonan,  Michael  J.,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  William  and  Mary  (McNamara)  Noonan, 
was  born  in  Ireland  in  November,  1847,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  America  in 
1848.  The  family  first  settled  in  Vermont,  but  soon  came  to  Buffalo,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1852.  The  father  subsequently  spent  twenty-five  years  in  India  and 
died  in  Buffalo  in  1895.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  reared  one  son  and  a  daughter.  Mr. 
Noonan  attended  public  schools  3,  4  and  38  of  Buffalo,  living  with  his  uncle.  In 
June,  1871,  he  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  at  Millerstown,  Butler 
county,  invested  his  savings  and  sunk  a  well,  which  proved  a  failure.  This  set  him 
back  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  became  superintendent  of  field  work  for 
Tack  Brothers  of  Philadelphia,  then  the  largest  oil  producers  in  the  country.  In 
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1878,  with  a  partner,  he  sunk  a  well  on  Kendall  Creek,  which  proved  a  success,  and 
other  wells  followed.  They  conducted  an  extensive  business  until  1896,  when  they 
sold  out,  having  in  the 'mean  time  been  instrumental  in  developing  Big  Shanty,  Mc- 
Kean  county,  and  other  oil  territory.  He  returned  to  Buffalo  in  1882,  and  during 
the  years  1883  and  1884  conducted  a  grocery  store.  His  wide  experience  in  the  oil 
business  caused  him  to  be  appointed  in  1889,  under  Civil  Service  rules,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  inspector  of  oils  for  the  city  of  Buffalo,  which  he  has  since  held.  Mr.  Noonan 
is  a  member  of  Branch  No.  8,  C.  M,  B.  A.  In  1881  he  married  Margaret  Mahany 
of  Buffalo,  who  died  a  year  and  a  half  later.  In  1885  he  married,  second,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Margaret  Brady  of  Buffalo.  They  have  a  son  and  two 
daughters. 

Ramsperger,  Samuel  J.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  April  25,  1862,  only  son  of 
Conrad  and  Anna  M.  (Reppert)  Ramsperger.  His  father  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
and  his  mother  in  Loraine,  Germany.  His  father  was  a  nailsmith  by  trade  and  later 
was  employed  in  a  nut  and  bolt  establishment,  where,  in  1869,  he  was  accidentally 
caught  in  some  shafting  and  killed,  aged  thirty-eight.  His  wife  survives  him.  Mr. 
Ramsperger  attended  St.  Anne's  Parochial  School  and  for  three  years  was  a  student 
at  Canisius  College,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Haas,  Neubert  &  Kline,  print- 
ers. From  1877  to  1888  he  was  a  collector  for  John  Schusler,  and  for  one  and  one- 
half  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  for  himself.  He  then 
returned  to  Mr.  Schusler's  brewery  in  the  capacity  of  cashier  and  solicitor,  and  since 
1894  has  been  head  bookkeeper  there.  He  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  when  twenty- 
three  was  nominated  and  elected  alderman  of  the  old  Fifth  ward.  He  was  re-elected 
three  times,  was  nominated  assessor  and  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket,  and  for  six  years 
was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  General  Committee,  of  which  he  was  elected  sec- 
retary in  1896.  He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  city,  county  and  assembly 
conventions,  is  a  member  of  the  C.  B.  L.,  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the  Uniformed  Catholic 
Knights  of  St.  John,  the  Red  Men,  the  Foresters,  and  numerous  singing  societies, 
and  IS  a  director  of  the  German  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum  on  Best  street. 
Mr.  Ramsperger  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  best  known  young  German  residents 
of  Buffalo,  and  socially  and  politically  is  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  He  has 
been  urged  to  accept  the  nomination  for  assemblyman  and  congressman  but  de- 
clined. In  1889  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Johanna  Siebert,  of 
Buffalo. 

Smith,  James,  Buffalo,  one  of  five  sons  of  James  and  Jane  Smith,  was  born  in 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1857,  and  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  m  1870.  The  father, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  was  an  active  citizen  and  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  cattle 
dealer  in  East  Buffalo  until  his  death  in  1883;  his  wife  died  in  1881.  Mr.  Smith  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  entered  in  the  live  stock 
business  with  his  father.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Schintzius  &  Smith, 
the  largest  dealers  in  milch  cows  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Smith  has  alwa5^s 
been  an  active  Democrat,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  five  different  State  Conven- 
tions, is  a  member  of  the  State  Committee,  and  in  1895  and  again  in  1897  was  . 
elected  alderman  of  the  Eleventh  ward,  where  he  has  long  been  a  recognized 
leader.    He  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  various  other  conventions  of  his  party,  and 
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is  a  member  of  Schojacade  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.  In  1880  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Logan,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 

Burow,  Frederick  W. ,  sr.,  was  born  July  21,  1833,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1843  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Buffalo.  In  1847  he  became 
an  apprentice  in  the  printing  office  of  Brunck  &  Domedion,  who  published  a  German 
semi-weekly  called  the  Weltbuerger.  In  1853  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  was 
employed  as  a  compositor  on  a  German  paper  there  until  1855,  when  he  returned  to 
Buffalo  and  obtained  employment  on  different  English  papers  until  1869.  He  was 
afterward  in  the  government  printing  office  at  Washington  for  five  years.  In  1874 
he  again  returned  to  Buffalo  and  opened  a  book  and  job  office  in  partnership  with 
Louis  Hansman,  the  firm  name  being  Hansman  &  Burow.  In  1888  he  sold  out  his 
interest  in  said  firm,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Miller,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Burow  &  Miller.  Mr.  Miller  retired  on  account  of  poor  health  and  Mr. 
Burow  admitted  his  oldest  son,  Frederick  W. ,  jr.,  which  partnership  still  continues. 
Their  establishment  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Swan  and  EUicott  streets,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  do  both  English  and  German  book  and  job  printing,  a  specialty 
being  made  of  fine  stationery  work.  In  1863  Mr.  Burow  married  Christine  Kohn  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  five  children:  Frederick  W.,  William  F.,  Anna,  Mary  and 
Lydia. 

Jones,  Charles  Sumner,  B.  S.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joshua  and  Ursula  B.  (Case) 
Jones,  was  born  in  Middlesex,  N.  Y.,  July  27,  1858.  He  took  the  course  in  science 
and  letters  at  Cornell  University  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1884.  During 
his  college  course  he  was  senior  editor  of  the  Cornell  Daily  Sun,  captain  of  Company 
C,  and  class  secretary  in  his  senior  year.  In  1886  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  in  1888,  receiving  first  honorable  men- 
tion for  thesis  on  Original  Investigation  upon  the  Pneumogastric  Nerves.  After 
graduation  he  spent  one  year  as  house  surgeon  at  the  Fitch  Accident  Hospital  and 
three  years  as  associate  physician  at  the  Jackson  Sanatorium,  Dansville,  N.  Y.  In 
the  summer  of  1890  he  went  abroad  and  studied  in  the  hospitals  of  Vienna  and  three 
years  later  spent  eight  months  abroad  studymg  with  Charcot  in  the  hospital  Sal 
Patriare  in  Paris,  France,  and  with  Victor  Horsley  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Univer- 
sity College  Hospital  in  London,  England.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
in  practice,  locating  at  564  Delaware  avenue.  Dr.  Jones  is  attending  physician  to 
the  Children's  Hospital  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity  of  Cornell,  the  I.  C.  I.  fraternity  of  Buffalo  Uni- 
versity, the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the 
University  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  December  26, 
1893,  he  married  Emma,  daughter  of  Pascal  P.  Pratt  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Pascal  Pratt  Jones. 

Hebard,  Robert  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  F.  and  Susan  M.  (Gillespie)  Hebard, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1847,  and  received  a  public  and  private  school 
education.  Early  in  1865  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  8th  N.  Y.  Cav.,  and  served  for  five 
months  in  Custer's  brigade.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  and  in  1870 
associated  himself  with  the  Union  Steamboat  Company,  with  whom  he  remained 
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twenty  years,  becoming  assistant  general  manager  under  Washington  Bullard.  He 
resigned  this  position  in  1890.  On  the  organization  of  the  Lake  Erie  Transportation 
Company  (Wabash  Lake  Line)  in  1887  he  was  appointed  their  agent  at  Buffalo,  which 
position  he  has  ever  since  held.  This  company  operates  a  line  of  four  steamers  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Toledo  in  the  interest  of  the  Wabash  railroad.  It  also  operates 
the  American  Transit  Company,  which  was  organized  in  1889  to  carry  westbound 
freight  on  the  Erie  Canal  between  New  York  and  Buffalo,  and  which  now  has  con- 
nection with  three  lake  transportation  lines  for  all  points  in  the  West.  Mr.  Hebard 
is  manager  of  the  company.  In  1892  he  also  became  the  Buffalo  agent  of  the  newly 
organized  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Buffalo  Steamship  Company  ("Soo"  line)  and 
since  1893  has  been  the  general  manager.  This  company  operates  four  steamers, 
total  capacity  7,500  tons,  between  Gladstone,  Mich.,  and  Buffalo,  in  the  interest  of 
the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  vSault  Ste.  Marie  Railway,  and  carries  from  5,000,000  to 
6,000,000  bushels  of  grain,  about  1,500,000  barrels  of  flour,  and  100,000  tons  of  coal 
and  merchandise  annually.  As  the  representative  of  these  three  great  transporta- 
tion companies  Mr.  Hebard  enjoys  a  wide  reputation.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
integrity  and  great  business  ability  and  has  built  up  for  his  corporations  an  exten- 
sive patronage,  making  each  one  of  them  successful  from  the  start.  He  is  a  member 
of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  Hugh 
de  Payens  Commandery  No.  30,  K.  T.,  and  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  is  also  a 
member  and  for  three  years  was  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Merchants'  Exchange. 
July  19,  1871,  he  married  Kate  Pease,  daughter  of  Captain  William  T.  Pease  of  Buf- 
falo, and  they  have  three  children;  Fannie  B.,  Marion  H.  and  Walter  C. 

Perkins,  James  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Sherburne,  Mass.,  March  23,  1858,  a  son 
of  Curtis  and  Joan  (Hill)  Perkins.  He  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  came  to  Buffalo  in  1876,  entering  the  service 
of  Dr.  Frank  O.  Vaughn  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store.  He  remained  in  this  capacity 
three  years  and  then  accepted  a  position  as  manager  of  the  drug  store  of  Trowbridge 
&  Co.,  where  he  remained  eight  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  drug  business  on 
his  own  account,  locating  at  1233  Michigan  street,  where  he  has  since  continued.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Board  of  Pharmacy,  the  New  York  State  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  the  Erie  County  Pharmaceutical  Association  (of  which  he  was 
formerly  president),  the  A.  O.  F.  (of  which  he  is  past  chief  ranger),  and  the  Knights 
of  St.  John  and  Malta.  In  June,  1888,  he  married  Ida  Pauline,  daughter  of  James 
Warner  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children.:  Marguerite  and  James  W. 

Baethig,  Henry,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  April  24.  1850,  a 
son  of  Dr.  Henry  and  Adelaide  (Ziekursch)  Baethig.  His  parents  came  to  America 
in  1850  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  Dr.  Baethig  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  when  eighteen  attended  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Phila- 
delphia, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  afterwards  spent  one  year  in  the 
Hahnemann  Hospital  as  house  physician  and  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession  and  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  and  was  the  first  district  homoeopathic  physician  in  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo. He  is  also  one  of  the  consulting  physicians  in  the  Buffalo  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital and  a  member  of  Concordia  Lodge  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M.    In  1878  he  married 
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Miss  Blanche  Aman  of  Rochester,  and  they  have  three  children:  Adelaide  Louise, 
Vincent  Henry  and  Anna  Marion. 

Wall,  Charles  A.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  and  Alice  (Allen)  Wall,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  24,  1853.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Central  High  School  in  the  class  of  1873.  In  1876  he  received 
the  degree  of  B.  S.  from  Syracuse  University  and  three  years  later  the  degree  of  M. 
S.  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  was  graduated  in  1879  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  then  began  practice  in  which  he  has  since 
been  engaged,  being  now  located  at  306  Hudson  street.  He  is  a  frequent  contribu- 
tor to  various  medical  journals  and  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society, 
the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Buffalo  Medical,  University,  and  Acacia  Clubs,  and  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F. 
&  A.  M.  For  several  years  he  was  assistant  surgeon  of  the  74th  Regiment,  N.  G. 
N.  Y.  In  June,  1880,  he  married  Annie  M.,  daughter  of  William  Powell  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  four  children:  Annie  P.,  Charles  A.,  jr..  Wm.  Powell  and  Malcolm 
Coburn. 

Wheeler,  Albert  J.,  Buffalo,  president  of  the  Western  Savings  Bank,  is  the  son  of 
the  late  Joel  Wheeler  and  Mary  J.  McElvaney.  his  wife,  and  was  born  August  3, 
1841.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  and  at  an  early  age  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  elevating  and  malting  business,  in  which  he  still  continues.  In  1892 
he  became  a  trustee  of  the  Western  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  in  February,  1896, 
succeeded  Philip  Houck,  deceased,  as  its  president.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Merchants'  Exchange  and  the  Buffalo  and  Ellicott  Clubs,  and  is  a  highly 
respected  and  honored  citizen.  He  was  married  in  September,  1864,  to  Catharine 
Clinton,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Clinton  of  Buffalo.  She  died  in  January,  1881, 
leaving  three  children:  George  Clinton,  Joel  Howard,  who  died  in  1893,  and  Mabel. 
June  3,  1888,  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Kate,  daughter  of  Peter  P.  Barton  of  Lewiston, 
Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Catharine  Barton. 

Kingston,  George  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city.  He  read  law  with  Le  Grand 
Marvin  and  later  with  Day  &  Romer  of  Buffalo,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  as  an 
attorney  and  counselor  before  the  general  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Syracuse  in 
January,  1876.  Since  then  he  has  successfully  followed  the  general  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Buffalo,  where  he  stands  high  at  the  bar  as  an  able,  painstaking  and 
industrious  lawyer  and  advocate.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  in  religion  a 
Presbyterian  and  has  never  sought  nor  held  public  office.  Mr.  Kingston  is  especially 
prominent  in  Masonry,  being  made  a  member  on  March  1,  1881,  of  Parish  Lodge 
No.  292,  F.  &  A  M.,  which  he  served  as  master  in  1884,  1885  and  1888.  He  is  past 
high  priest  of  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  71.  R.  A.  M.,  serving  in  that  capacity  in  1893 
and  1894,  in  which  years  he  was  also  assistant  grand  lecturer  o^  the  Grand  Chapter. 
He  has  been  thrice  illustrious  grand  master  of  Buffalo  Council  No.  17,  R.  &  S.  M., 
is  past  commander  of  Lake  Erie  Commandery  No.  20,  K.  T.,  past  thrice  potent 
grand  Master  of  Palmoni  Lodge  of  Perfection,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  past  grand  high  priest 
of  Palmoni  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  and  a  charter  member  of  Buffalo  Chapter, 
Rose  Croix,  H.  R.  D.  M.,  of  Buffalo  Consistory  No.  320,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  of  Ismailia  Tem- 
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pie,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  and  of  Constantine  Conclave  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  of 
Constantine  and  appendant  orders  stationed  at  Buffalo.  He  received  the  Royal 
Order  of  Scotland  at  a  session  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  for  the  United  States 
held  in  Chicago  September  18,  1893,  and  in  June,  1896,  was  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner of  appeals  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  position  he 
now  holds.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Union  of  Anointed  High  Priests 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Floyd,  Horace  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Henderson  (Turner)  Floyd, 
was  born  in  Medford,  Mass.,  November  25,  1847.  He  was  educated  in  the  Webster 
Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  became  so  eager  to  be  a  soldier  that  he  walked 
from  Webster,  Mass.,  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  thence  to  Camp  Mauran,  where  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Battery  H,  1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery.  After  a  few 
months  of  service  he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  battery  guidon.  He  served  his 
country  bravely  and  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  distinguished  himself 
for  bravery  in  several  engagements,  notably  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  on  April 
2,  1865,  in  which  he  carried  the  guidon  at  the  head  of  the  battery  during  the  entire 
engagement.  On  February  16,  1867,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  F,  3d  Artillery,  U.  S.  A., 
and  after  serving  three  years  was  honorably  discharged,  holding  the  rank  of  first 
sergeant.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in  business.  On  January 
14,  1874,  he  became  a  member  of  the  74th  Regiment,  N.  G.  N.  Y.  His  ability  as  a 
soldier,  which  he  had  gained  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  in  the  regular  army, 
was  at  once  recognized  and  at  different  times  he  held  the  offices  of  first  sergeant, 
second  lieutenant  and  first  lieutenant.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  regimental 
quartermaster-sergeant.  While  Mr.  Floyd  was  well  known  in  business  circles,  he 
was  best  known  in  Buffalo  as  the  armorer  of  the  74th  Regiment.  He  was  appointed 
to  this  position  on  April  15,  1883,  and  held  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  ad- 
ministration of  the  armory  affairs  was  most  satisfactory  and  his  loss  was  deeply  re- 
gretted. He  was  a  member  of  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Royal  Ar- 
canum and  for  twenty  years  of  Chapin  Post  No.  2,  Department  of  New  York,  G.  A. 
R.  July  20, 1875,  he  married  Mary  M.  Henning,  daughter  of  John  Michael  Henning 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  four  children;  Ida  M. ,  Lillian  L.  E.,  Marian  F.  and  Charles 
William.  Mr.  Floyd  died  on  January  5,  1897,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

Beiser,  Edward  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  26,  1862.  His  father. 
Frederick,  born  in  Alsace,  France,  in  1834,  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  father,  Adolph 
Beiser,  who  founded  and  for  many  years  conducted  what  is  now  the  Weyand  brew- 
ery and  afterward  the  Greiner  (now  ,the  Ontario)  Hotel,  and  who  died  August  6. 
1863;  his  wife,  Fredericka  Greiner,  died  in  1883,  aged  seventy-nine.  Frederick 
Beiser  was  first  a  brewer,  later  a  hotel  and  restaurant  keeper,  and  in  1863  helped  to 
recruit  and  enlisted  as  lieutenant  in  Co.  A,  187th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  Returning  from 
the  war,  wounded  and  broken  in  health,  he  was  constable  of  the  old  Fourth  ward  in 
1867-69,  and  then  served  on  the  police  force  until  his  death  in  May,  1872.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat.  He  married  Barbara,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Pfeiffer) 
Durrenberger,  who  came  to  Buffalo  from  Alsace,  France,  in  1834  (he  was  a  farmer, 
gardener,  wood  dealer,  and  one  term  street  inspector).  She  was  born  in  Buffalo  in 
1839,  and  survives  him.    They  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters.    Edward  C. 
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Beiser  received  a  public  school  education,  and  when  eleven  became  a  cash  bo}-  in  the 
dry  goods  store  of  Adam  &  Meldrum ;  three  years  later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
John  McKillop  &  Co.'s  mercantile  agency,  and  three  years  afterward  associated  him- 
self with  R.  B.  Selle  in  the  dairy  business,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years  and 
eleven  months.  In  1884  he  engaged  in  this  business  for  himself,  and  at  the  present 
time  sells  over  100  gallons  of  milk  per  day.  He  has  been  an  active  Republican  since 
the  age  of  eighteen  and  has  often  been  a  delegate  to  political  conventions.  He  de- 
clined public  office  until  1897,  when  he  was  nominated  and  elected  supervisor  of  the 
Sixteenth  ward.  At  this  time  he  was  sick  in  the  General  Hospital,  and  his  plurality 
was  212.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  temperate  and  generous  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  him.  In  November,  1886,  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Wil- 
helmina  (Koeppen)  Selle,  old  residents  of  Buffalo. 

Kennedy,  Patrick  J.,  Buffalo,  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters of  Patrick  J.  and  Mary  (Nolan)  Kennedy,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
about  1851  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  wheie  they  were  married.  The  father  was  en- 
gaged on  the  construction  of  the  Welland  Canal  in  Canada,  was  long  employed  on 
the  Buffalo  docks,  and  for  several  years  has  lived  a  retired  life.  He  has  always  been 
an  active  Republican.  His  wife  died  July  8,  1896.  Patrick  J.  Kennedy,  the  son, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  old  First  ward,  on  March  21,  1863,  received  a  pub- 
lic and  private  school  education  and  for  several  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Del- 
aware and  Hudson  Canal  Company  and  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company.  He  was 
'also  employed  for  four  years  in  the  city  water  department  and  with  this  exception 
has  spent  his  active  life  in  the  coal  business.  Since  1891  he  has  been  foreman  of  the 
docks,  for  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company  at  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Kennedy  has  always  been  an  active  and  influential  factor  in  local  politics,  having 
served  as  a  committeeman  since  he  reached  his  majority.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  various  city,  county,  assembly,  judiciary  and  State  conventions,  was  a  member  of 
the  Republican  executive  committee  of  Erie  county  during  the  Harrison  campaign 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  general  committee.  He  steadfastly  declined  political 
preferment  until  the  fall  of  1897,  when  he  was  persuaded  to  accept  the  nomination 
for  city  assessor  at  the  request  of  his  friends  and  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C. 
M.  B.  A.,  and  has  always  resided  in  what  is  now  the  Second  ward  of  Buffalo.  In 
November,  1888,  he  married  Delia  G.,  daughter  of  David  and  Bridget  Roberts,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  a  daughter  and  three  sons. 

Schaefer,  Philip  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1862.  He  at- 
tended the  parochial  schools,  was  graduated  from  St.  Canisius  College  in  1876,  and 
then  took  a  full  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  Schaefer  Brewery  as  bookkeeper  and  collector.  He  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  June  20,  1885,  when  the  Lake  View  Brewing  Company  was 
incorporated  with  George  Sandrock  president;  Henry  Schaefer,  vice-president; 
Henry  W.  Brendel,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and  Philip  G.  Schaefer,  general  mana- 
ger. This  company  vSucceeded  to  the  business  of  the  old  Schaefer  Brewery,  and  has 
since  conducted  it  with  great  success,  Philip  G.  Schaefer  continuously  holding  the 
position  named.  Mr.  Schaefer  is  a  member  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Brewers' 
Association  and  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  C.  B.  L.    November  4,  1885, 
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Hattie  C,  daughter  of  Leo  M.  Ritt  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Emma 
Paulina. 

Riester,  Fernando  J.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  France,  born  March  14,  1840.  When 
he  was  nine  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  this  country,  settling  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  His  first  business  experience 
was  in  the  employ  of  George  L.  Burns,  who  conducted  a  stained  glass  and  painting 
business.  He  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Burns  for  ten  years  and  in  1864  formed 
a  copartnership  with  William  Booth  for  the  manufacture  of  stained  glass.  This  co- 
partnership continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Booth  in  1888.  Mr.  Riester  took  charge 
of  the  business  and  has  since  conducted  it  successfully.  A  large  trade  has  been  es- 
tablished by  Mr.  Riester  all  over  the  United  States  and  constant  employment  is  given 
to  a  number  of  skilled  workmen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  C.  B. 
L.  In  May,  1863,  he  married  M.  H.  Celina  Stiker,  who  was  also  a  native  of  France. 
Four  children  survive:  Edmund  A.,  Arthur  C,  Raymond  O.  and  Adele  C. 

Clark,  Charles  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  N. 
Y.,  April  7,  1839,  and  at  an  early  age  moved  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents.  His  first 
business  experience  was  as  an  assistant  to  William  Ives,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  now  the  Buffalo  Library.  In  1856  he  entered  the  employ 
of  William  T.  Wardwell  as  bookkeeper  and  clerk.  In  1860  he  was  appointed  warrant 
clerk  in  the  city  clerk's  office,  which  position  he  held  until  1862,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  clerkship  in  the  office  of  the  canal  commissioner  by  the  late  Franklin 
A.  Alberger.  This  position  he  resigned  to  enter  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  27th  N.  Y.  Battery  he  was  commissioned  a 
second  lieutenant  and  a  few  months  later  made  first  lieutenant.  For  a  time  he 
served  as  adjutant  of  the  post  at  Camp  Barry,  the  large  artillery  camp  near  Wash- 
ington. In  July,  1864,  he  was  detached  from  his  battery  and  made  inspector  of  artillery 
of  the  9th  (Burnside's)  Corps  and  later  was  transferred  by  General  Hunt  to  the  2d 
(Hancock's)  Corps.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  promoted  to  captain  of  the  12th  New 
York  Battery,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  war 
he  became  revenue  inspector  of  this  internal  revenue  district,  resigning  this  position 
to  become  mayor's  clerk  under  the  late  C.  J.  Wells.  In  1870  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  Akron  Cement  Works  at  Akron,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  remained  for  nine 
years.  In  1879  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  James  H.  Jewett, 
shoe  dealer,  where  he  remained  until  1892.  In  1893  he  was  offered  a  position  with 
the  Crystal  Beach  Steamboat  and  Ferry  Company,  which  he  accepted,  becomiog 
passenger  and  ticket  agent,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Jackson,  Albert  Henry,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  E.  (Jocelyn) 
Jackson,  and  was  born  in  Edgartown,  Martha's  Vineyard  Island,  Mass.  On  his 
father's  side  he  is  descended  from  old  English  stock,  while  on  his  mother's  he  is  of 
Puritan  lineage.  His  early  ancestors  settled  in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Jackson  received 
his  preparatory  education  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  was  graduated  from  Amherst 
College  in  the  class  of  1888.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
McMillan,  Gluck  &  Pooley,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  6,  1890.  He  remained 
with  that  firm  as  managing  clerk  until  1894,  when  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  cor- 
poration counsel's  office  which  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amherst  Chap- 
ter of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity,  and  a  lawyer  of  ability. 
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Briggs,  Albert  Henry,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  of  New  England  ancestry  at 
Town  Line  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  September  9,  1842,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools,  the  Batavia  Union  School,  the  East  Aurora 
Academy  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima.  In  October,  1867,  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  February  20,  1871.  Since  then  he  has  successfully 
practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  opening  his  present  office  on  the  corner  of  West 
avenue  and  Hudson  street  in  1881.  Dr.  Briggs  served  as  coroner's  physician  about 
three  years,  as  city  physician  for  the  second  district  (Second  and  Third  wards)  about 
the  same  period,  and  as  city  health  physician  in  1880-81  and  1880-87.  At  his  sug- 
gestion the  department  of  vital  statistics  was  created  and  he  became  its  organizer 
and  first  registrar.  He  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  of  the  65th  Regiment,  N. 
G.  N.  Y.,  with  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  in  October,  1879,  became  surgeon  with  rank 
of  captain  in  June,  1881,  and  on  April  23,  1883,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major 
and  is  still  a  member  of  the  regimental  staff.  He  has  been  grand  medical  examiner 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  for  the  State  of  New  York  since  1880,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Association,  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United 
States,  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Buf- 
falo Medical  Union,  the  Acacia  Club,  and  the  United  Service  Club  of  New  York 
city.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  249,  F.  &  A.  M.  June  7,  1863, 
he  married  Sarah  America  Baker,  daughter  of  Thaddeus  Baker,  M.  D.,  of  Andover, 
Allegany  county,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  children:  Arthur  C.  and  Mabel,  wife  of 
C.  J.  Standart. 

Parmenter,  John,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Canada  in  1862,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  graduating  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  in  1879, 
and  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1883,  when  he  be- 
gan his  career  as  physician  and  surgeon.  He  is  surgeon  to  the  Fitch,  Erie  County 
and  Children's  Hospitals,  assistant  surgeon  to  the  General  Hospital  and  professor  of 
anatomy  and  clinical  surgery  in  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Surgical  Association,  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and 
other  local  organizations.  Few  men  have  attained  such  prominence  at  so  early  an 
age  as  Dr.  Parmenter.  In  1887  he  visited  Europe,  traveling  extensively  and  visiting 
the  hospitals  of  Germany,  Austria  and  England,  thereby  fitting  himself  for  the  high 
and  successful  place  he  has  already  attained  in  his  profession. 

Shepard,  Jessie,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  leading  women  physicians  of  Buffalo, 
is  a  daughter  of  John  D.  Shepard,  and  Clarissa  Joy,  the  latter  being  a  daughter  of 
Captain  Thaddeus  Joy,  well  known  as  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Erie  Canal  pro- 
ject. Dr.  Shepard  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  obtained  her  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  that  city.  She  then  studied  medicine  under  the 
tutorship  of  Dr.  Augustus  C.  Hoxsie,  and  subsequently  entered  the  Boston  Univer- 
sity School  of  Medicine,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1888  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  After  graduation  she  spent  one  year  in  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  at  Boston,  and  then  came  to  Buffalo  to  practice  her  profession,  first  being 
associated  with  Dr.  J.  T.  Cook.  The  winter  of  1893-94  she  spent  in  further  study 
in  Vienna.    Dr.  Shepard  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy, 
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the  New  York  State  and  Erie  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Societies,  the  Buffalo 
Microscopical  Club  and  the  New  York  State  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  is  assistant  obstetrician  at  the  Buffalo  Homoeopathic  Hospital. 

Green,  Stephen  S.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Ludia  (Chase)  Green, 
and  the  brother  of  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Green  of  Buffalo,  in  connection  with  whose  sketch 
in  this  volume  appears  a  brief  family  genealogy.  Dr.  Green  was  born  at  Starks- 
boro,  Vt,  January  6,  1839,  attended  the  local  district  schools  and  the  academies  at 
Bristol  and  Barre  in  his  native  State,  and  spent  two  years  as  a  student  at  the  Nine 
Partners  Friends  College  in  Washmgton,  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  He  also  taught 
school  two  years  and  then  began  the  study  of  medicine,  entering  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  One  year  later  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  high  honors,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Passing  an  exammation  be- 
fore the  naval  board  of  medical  examiners  he  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  and  soon  afterward  was  ordered  from  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  to  New 
Orleans,  where  Admiral  Farragut  appointed  him  to  the  U.  S.  steamer  Arizona  of 
the  Gulf  Squadron.  A  year  later  he  became  examining  surgeon  to  examine  men 
transferred  from  the  army  to  the  navy  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  taken  sick 
with  yellow  fever.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  began  active  practice  at  Lagrange- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1875  removed  to  Buffalo  where  he  has  since  resided.  Previous 
to  coming  to  Buffalo  he  was  surgeon  on  the  steamer  Charles  H.  Marshall  between 
New  York  and  Liverpool  and  on  the  Alaska  between  Panama  and  San  Francisco. 
Dr.  Green  was  for  six  years  district  physician  to  the  Board  of  Health  of  Buffalo. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  State  and 
American  Medical  Associations,  the  International  Medical  Congress,  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  the  G.  A.  R,,  and  the  Acacia  Club,  and  a  prominent  thirty-second  degree  Ma- 
son and  a  member  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  1888-89  he  made  a  tour  of 
the  world.  In  1866  Dr.  Green  married  Charlotte  S.,  daughter  of  John  C.  Cornell,  a 
manufacturer  of  Gaysville,  Vt.,  and  their  children  are  Wallace  C,  Mortimer  T., 
Evalena  (wife  of  Barkley  G.  Mering),  and  Gertrude  L. 

Cook,  Joseph  Tottenham,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Philos  G.  Cook 
and  Clarissa  Tottenham,  his  wife,  both  of  whom  were  descended  from  old  New 
England  Puritan  stock,  their  ancestors  coming  to  America  from  England  as  early  as 
1640.  Dr.  Cook  was  born  at  Ludlow ville,  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  November  4, 
1855,  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  prepared  for  college  at  Professor  Briggs's 
Classical  School  in  Buffalo.  In  1878  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of 
the  late  Dr.  Augustus  C.  Hoxsie,  and  in  the  following  autumn  entered  upon  a  three 
years'  course  at  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  honor  in  1881,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Afterward  he 
spent  some  time  abroad  in  the  hospitals  of  Vienna  and  London  and  in  further  study 
under  Dr.  Samuel  Fenwick  and  Dr.  Ernest  A.  Sansom,  and  since  his  return  has 
successfully  practiced.  Dr.  Cook  is  president  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Buffalo 
Homoeopathic  Hospital,  medical  examiner  for  the  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
company  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoe- 
opathy, the  New  York  State  and  Erie  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Societies,  the 
Clinical  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Micro- 
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scopical  Club,  the  New  York  State  Society  of  the  Sor>s  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  War  of  1812.  August  10,  1887,  he  married  Anna  Poole 
Hoxsie,  daughter  of  the  late  Rushmore  Poole  of  Buffalo. 

Bryant,  William  Clement,  Buffalo,  son  of  Reuben  Bryant,  was  born  in  Holley, 
Orleans  county,  N.  Y, ,  December  21,  1830,  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Abraham 
Bryant,  who  came  from  England  and  was  married  in  Reading,  Mass.,  in  1664,  to 
Mary  Kendall.  His  grandfather,  Nathan  Bryant,  born  in  Concord,  Mass.,  in  1761, 
was  the  first  prisoner  of  the  Revolution,  being  taken  by  the  British  at  Concord;  be- 
tween his  father's  house  and  a  neighbor's  they  threw  the  cannon,  etc.,  into  a  well  to 
conceal  them  from  the  enemy.  Mr.  Bryant  read  law  at  Clarkson,  N.  Y.,  with  Judge 
Selden,  and  in  1854  came  to  Buffalo  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since  then  he  has 
successfully  practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  becoming  a  leading  lawyer  and  a 
citizen  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  In  1863  he  was  elected  second  vice-president 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  Common 
Council  and  served  as  president  of  that  body  in  1865.  He  was  a  law  partner  of  Will- 
iam H.  Greene  from  1867  to  1872,  and  since  the  latter  year  has  been  the  attorney  of 
the  Western  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a  life  member  and  in  1876  was  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society.  He  originated  the  movement  which  resulted  in  placing 
the  remains  of  the  Indian  chieftain.  Red  Jacket,  and  his  compatriots,  in  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery,  and  was  prominent  in  causing  the  erection  of  the  present  monument  over 
his  grave.  Mr.  Bryant  is  an  adopted  member  of  the  Seneca  Indian  tribe  under  the 
name  of  Da-gis-ta-ga-na  (The  burning  fire)  and  also  of  the  Mohawk  as  Ky  o-wil  la. 
He  was  for  many  years  president  of  the  Thomas  Orphan  Asylum  for  Indian  chil- 
dren, was  a  founder  and  from  1891  to  1895  president  of  the  Archaeological  Club  (a 
branch  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences),  and  has  been  a  lifelong  member 
of  the  Central  Presbyterian  church.  He  has  made  an  extensive  study  of  the  North 
American  Indians,  has  published  a  number  of  valuable  pamphlets  and  is  a  recognized 
authority  on  that  subject.  June  24,  1865,  he  married  Helen  Catharine  Barnum, 
daughter  of  George  G.  Barnum  of  Buffalo.  She  died  in  February,  1897,  leavmg 
two  children:  Helen  Marcia,  who  married  Albert  C.  Spann,  a  lawyer  of  Buffalo,  and 
died  January  16,  1896;  and  William  Letchworth  Bryant,  born  January  3,  1871,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  in  1889,  read  law  with  his  father,  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  1893,  and  since  1895  has  been  his  father's  law  partner;  mar- 
ried Gertrude  Benson,  daughter  of  Oscar  P.  Benson,  of  Buffalo,  in  January,  1898. 

Conway,  John  C,  Buffalo,  one  of  Buffalo's  most  prominent  citizens,  who  has  won 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  through  his  energy,  thrift  and  sagacity,  an  enviable 
position  in  business  affairs,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  19,  1855.  His  en- 
tire career  has  been  thoroughly  identified  with  the  city's  growth  and  prosperity.  He 
early  displayed  those  wonderful  resources  of  executive  ability  that  have  placed  him 
upon  his  present  solid  basis.  As  a  boy  his  enterprise  and  quick  mastery  of  situa- 
tions excited  the  interest  of  the  older  inhabitants,  to  whom  he  was  well  and  favorably 
known  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  permanent  reputation  for  sound  business  meth- 
ods. His  first  important  business  venture  was  the  purchase,  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
of  the  wholesale  provision  business  of  J.  M.  Trible  &  Son,  with  whom  he  had  been 
connected  as  an  employee  for  some  time,  previous.  He  continued  in  this  business 
until  1886,  when  he  engaged  in  the  establishment  of  electric  light  plants  in  New 
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York  State.  As  a  natural  sequence  of  his  interest  in  this  direction,  he  next  organ- 
ized a  company,  in  1890,  to  build  and  operate  the  first  electric  road  between  Buffalo 
and  Tonawanda.  Other  important  enterprises  of  which  he  has  been  the  promoter 
and  organizer  were  the  formation  of  the  American  Land  Company  to  sell  real  estate 
in  Tonawanda  and  of  a  company  to  build  an  electric  road  to  Depew  and  Lancaster, 
the  largest  deal  of  that  kind  ever  made  in  Buffalo.  He  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  leading  interests  of  his  native  city.  As  a  promoter  he  excels.  No  name 
connected  with  an  enterprise  commends  it  more  confidently  and  certainly  to  the 
favor  of  the  public  than  that  of  his.  As  a  citizen  he  is  progressive,  aiming  to  benefit 
the  community  while  adding  to  his  own  prosperity.  He  is  a  loyal  Buffalonian,  an 
able  and  public  spirited  business  man,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  m.atters 
tending  towards  the  advancement  and  promotion  of  the  moral  and  material  welfare 
of  the  city.  As  a  man  he  is  honorable,  straightforward  and  magnetic,  liberal  in  his 
methods,  of  unswerving,  integrity,  charitable  to  an  extreme  and  possessed  of  many 
admirable  qualities  that  win  the  esteem,  confidence  and  affection  of  his  associates. 

Kurtzmann,  Charles  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Christian  and  Rosa  Kurtzmann,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  26,  1852.  He  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  leading  authorities 
on  pianos  and  piano  making  in  the  city  and  being  a  thoroughly  practical  piano 
maker  his  knowledge  in  minute  details  of  construction  is  exceedingly  valuable.  He 
has  had  the  advantage  of  being  educated  in  the  manufacture  of  pianos  since  the  age 
of  eleven  years,  under  the  instruction  of  his  father.  Christian  Kurtzmann,  whose 
name  is  known  all  over  the  United  States  as  one  of  the  pioneer  piano  makers  in 
America.  In  1888  Mr.  Kurtzmann  engaged  in  the  piano  and  music  business  on  his 
own  account,  locating  on  North  Division  street.  The  growth  of  his  business  neces- 
sitated his  removal  in  May,  1894,  to  his  present  large  warerooms  at  879  Main  street. 
Here  he  conducts  a  large  trade  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  best  in- 
formed dealers  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Saengerbund,  the  Buffalo 
Orpheus,  the  Buffalo  Turn  Verein,  the  Buffalo  Zither  Club,  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 
In  September,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Louisa  Funke,  who  died  in  1889. 
In  September,  1890,  he  was  again  married  to  Sophia,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  So- 
phia Glanz  of  Buffalo. 

York,  George  W.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Northcote)  York,  was 
born  at  Brownsville,  Ontario,  December  24,  1849.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  and  grammar  schools  and  was  graduated  as  a  teacher  in  1870,  and 
from  the  Ontario  College  of  Pharmacy  in  1873.  A  few  years  later  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  and  the  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1880.  After 
spending  a  year  as  interne  at  the  Jefferson  Hospital  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  York  is  a 
member  of  the  local  and  other  medical  and  surgical  societies  and  has  held  and  is  now 
holding  a  number  of  positions  of  trust. 

Hayes,  F.  Mason,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Pliny  H.  Hayes,  M.  D.,  and  Cornelia 
Catherine  Hall,  his  wife,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Wyoming,  N.  Y.,  March  28,  1853. 
His  education  was  obtained  at  the  Elmira  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  honor  in  the  class  of  1872.    In  1875  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Uni- 
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versity  of  Buffalo,  remaining  one  year  and  then  entering  the  University  Medical 
College  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877,  obtaining  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  After  graduation  he  opened  an  office  in  Bingham  ton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  and  then  removed  to  Lisle,  Broome  county,  and  thence  to  the 
State  of  Washington.  At  the  expiration  of  six  years  he  returned  to  Binghamton  to 
engage  in  the  special  treatment  of  asthma  and  hay  fever.  In  1885  he  came  to  Buf- 
falo and  in  company  with  his  father.  Dr.  P.  H.  Hayes,  and  his  brother,  Dr.  H.  A. 
Hayes,  established  an  institute  for  the  treatment  of  asthma  and  hay  fever,  locating 
at  716  Main  street.  Great  success  has  attended  this  institution  and  more  than  forty 
thousand  cases  have  been  treated  since  it  was  opened. 

Daniels,  Clayton,  M.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Westell S.  and  Laura  A.  (Randall)  Dan- 
iels, was  born  in  Panama,  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1854.  His  prelimi- 
nary education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  village  and  at  the 
Jamestown  Union  School.  Having  determined  to  study  medicine  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  in  1880,  subse- 
quently taking  a  special  course  at  Bellevue  Hospital  and  the  University  of  New 
York.  He  located  in  Buffalo  and  after  practicing  ten  years  went  to  Europe  and 
studied  in  London,  Paris,  Berlin  and  Vienna,  and  also  visiting  hospitals  in  other 
European  cities  for  instruction.  In  1890  he  returned  to  Buffalo  to  specialize  in  sur- 
gery and  gynaecology,  which  practice  he  still  continues.  Dr.  Daniels  was  the  first 
president  of  the  Association  of  Erie  Railroad  Surgeons  and  in  1895  was  made  first 
vice-president  of  the  American  Academy  of  Railway  Surgeons.  He  is  chief  surgeon 
of  the  entire  Erie  and  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.  Railroad  systems  and  local  surgeon  for  the 
New  York,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  and  the  Buf- 
falo Creek  Railroads.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Microscopical  Association, 
the  National  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  the  American  Medical  Association, 
the  New  York  State  Medical  Association  and  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society.  He 
is  also  chief  surgeon  to  the  Emergency  Hospital  and  hospital  surgeon  to  the  Buffalo 
Hospital,  Sisters  of  Charity.  For  several  years  he  was  professor  of  anatomy  and 
clinical  surgery  at  Niagara  University.  In  April,  1875,  he  married  Elva  T.  Ellis, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Sarah  M.  Ellis  of  Clayton,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y. 

Hopkins,  Horace  G.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Erie  county,  his  grandfather,  Timothy  S.  Hopkins,  having  settled  here  in  1799.  The 
family  are  of  old  New  England  Puritan  stock,  descending  from  John  Hopkins  of 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1634,  and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  Hon. 
Timothy  A.  Hopkins,  father  of  Dr.  Horace  G.,  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Amherst,  February  5,  1806.  He  was  very  prominent  in  military  and  civil  life  and  at 
different  times  was  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  State  militia,  justice  of  the  peace,  su- 
pervisor, sheriff  of  Erie  county,  and  member  of  assembly.  Horace  G.  Hopkins,  M. 
D.,  son  of  Timothy  A.  and  Hannah  (Williams)  Hopkins,  was  born  in  Williamsville, 
N.  Y  ,  October  3,  1843.  He  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  village,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  27th  New  York 
Independent  Battery.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865,  holding  the  rank  of 
second  lieutenant.  In  1869  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  in  1872.  He  began  practice  in  Clarence,  N.  Y.,  but  after 
two  years  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  physician  in  the  Willard  State  Hospital, 
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where  he  remained  twenty  years.  In  December,  1894,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  successful  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Academy  of  Medicine,  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  life  member  of  Rochester 
Consistory,  Valley  of  the  Genesee.  In  March,  1884,  he  married  Mrs.  Anne  (May- 
cock)  Smith,  and  they  have  one  son,  Horace  Mark. 

Crego,  Floyd  S.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  February 
24.  1856.  He  is  a  son  of  Russell  Crego  and  Avaline  Marsters,  his  wife,  who  de- 
scended from  John  Marsters,  a  Revolutionary^  hero  who  came  to  this  country  with  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  in  1776,  served  in  the  war  and  settled  in  New  Haven,  Conn. 
He  is  ninth  of  the  line  of  Nathan  Crego,  the  progenitor  of  most  of  the  name  in  Amer- 
ica, who  came  from  Holland  in  1627.  and  settled  in  New  Amsterdam  (now  New  York). 
The  family  were  prominent  in  the  Indian  wars  and  in  the  Revolution.  Dr.  Crego 
was  educated  at  the  Boy's  Academy  in  Albany,  subsequently  taking  a  two  years' 
course  at  the  Chickering  Classical  School  in  Cincinnati.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio  in  1879,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  ;  he  also  took  special 
courses  in  nervous  and  mental  diseases  at  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  spending 
three  years  in  Europe  in  study.  In  1881  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  was  appointed  phy- 
sician to  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital ;  he  resigned  in  1885  to  engage  m  private  prac- 
tice, also  taking  charge  of  the  Providence  Retreat,  of  which  he  is  still  chief  of  staff. 
He  has  contributed  articles  to  various  medical  journals,  some  of  which  have  attracted 
much  attention,  notably  those  on  epilepsy  and  nervous  diseases,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  council  of  the  section  on  nervous  diseases  of  the  medical  congress  held  in 
Washington  in  1887;  is  professor  of  insanity  and  diseases  of  the  brain  and  instructor 
in  nervous  diseases  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  medical  department.  He  is  attend 
ing  physician  to  the  nervous  department  of  the  Erie  County  Hospital  and  secretary 
of  the  executive  board  of  the  medical  staff,  and  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Med- 
ical Society,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine, 
the  Buffalo  Medical  Club,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  the  lodge  of 
Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  of  the  Commandery  and  the  Shrine. 
He  has  served  for  many  years  in  various  departments  of  the  National  Gtlard  and  at 
present  is  surgeon  of  the  4th  Brigade  with  the  rank  of  major.  In  May,  1885,  he  mar- 
ried Catharine  W.,  daughter  of  Henry  Childs  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren; Floyd  H.,  Richard  C.  and  George  S. 

Rich,  Francis  Marion,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Dayton,  Cattaraugus  county, 
N.  Y.,  January  17,  1847,  a  son  of  James  M,  and  Matilda  (Johnson)  Rich.  He  attend- 
ed the  district  schools  and  later  received  an  academic  course  at  the  Forestville 
Academ}'.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  teaching  school,  afterwards  taking  up 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  C.  Johnson  of  Gowanda,  N.  Y.  February  15,  1872, 
he  was  graduated  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York,  and  after  prac- 
ticing twelve  years  in  Cherry  Creek,  Chautauqua  county,  spent  one  year  in  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  studying  in  the  colleges  and  hospitals.  The  winter  of  1884-85 
he  spent  in  New  York,  graduating  from  the  Bellevue  Hospital  in  March,  1885.  He 
then  came  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  is  now  lo- 
cated at  284  Richmond  avenue  and  is  enjoying  an  extensive  practice.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  1872  he 
married  Ella  B.  Johnson  of  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus  county. 
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Jones,  William  Albert,  Buffalo,  son  of  Albert  and  Mary  A.  (McDonald)  Jones,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1873.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  September  9,  1890,  he  became  associated 
with  the  firm  of  Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  of  which  his  father  was  until  then  a  member. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  England,  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1850.  His 
mother  was  born  in  Buffalo,  where  she  has  always  resided,  her  family  having  been 
among  the  first  settlers,  her  grandfather,  William  H.  Best,  moving  to  Buffalo  with 
his  family  from  Lycoming  county,  Penn.,  in  1809.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  Our  Fathers,  Unitarian,  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo 
Chapter  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Lake  Erie  Commandery  No.  20,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  a  number  of  social  clubs,  among  which  are  the  Acacia,  Independent,  etc. 

Laughlin,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  of  Irish  parents  on  a  farm  in  Newstead,  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1856.  In  1865  the  family  removed  to  Wilscn,  Niagara 
county,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  In  .1874  he  entered  the  Lockport  High  School, 
where  he  completed  a  four  years'  course  of  study,  supporting  himself  and  paying  his 
way  by  working  during  vacations  and  spare  hours.  He  also  read  law  in  Lockport 
with  Hon.  Richard  Crowley,  then  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  Northern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  and  in  December,  1880,  went  with  Mr.  Crowley,  who  was  at  that 
time  congressman  from  the  Niagara  district,  to  Washington.  Soon  afterward  he 
came  with  his  preceptor  to  Buffalo,  and  in  October,  1881,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  became  managing  clerk  for  Crowley,  Movius  &  Wilcox.  Two  years  later  he  be- 
came a  partner  of  Mr.  Crowley  under  the  name  of  Crowley  &  Laughlin.  Afterward 
Mr.  Crowley  removed  to  New  York  and  Mr.  Laughlin  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Joseph  E.  Ewell,  and  a  little  later  Wilber  E.  Houpt  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  which 
now  bears  the  name  of  Laughlin,  Ewell  &  Houpt.  Mr.  Laughlin  has  long  had  a 
large  criminal  practice  in  the  State  and  United  States  courts,  and  is  a  strong  advocate 
before  juries.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  1887 
and  again  in  1839,  but  was  defeated  in  189  L.  In  the  Senate  he  was  chairman  of  the 
canal  committee,  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  and  prepared  and  introduced 
a  revision  of  the  police-excise  laws  and  the  school  examiners'  act  for  Buffalo,  and 
was  chiefly  instrumental  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  city  charter  in  1892.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  of  1888.  Mr.  Laughlin  is  one  of 
the  ablest  lawyers  of  Buffalo,  especially  in  the  trial  of  causes,  and  as  a  citizen  is 
widely  respected  and  esteemed. 

Thompson,  R.  H.,  Buffalo,  wholesale  paper  dealer,  comprising  book  papers,  cover 
papers,  writing  papers,  linen,  ledger  and  bond  papers,  cardboards  and  envelopes 
and  all  specialties  in  this  line,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
printer  and  bookbinder  in  the  estabhshment  of  Sage  Sons  &  Co.,  lithographers.  He 
engaged  in  the  paper  business  on  the  29th  of  September,  1886,  first  on  Hanover 
street  and  later,  in  January,  1887,  moving  to  No.  48  Exchange  street.  The  business 
grew  rapidly  until  1893,  when  he  was  compelled  because  of  lack  of  space  to  move  to 
larger  quarters  at  225  and  227  Washington  street.  The  business  has  since  grown 
steadily  until  he  has  been  compelled  to  purchase  a  building  of  his  own,  comprising 
184,  186,  188  and  190  Washington  street,  which  he  occupied  m  the  spring  of  1898. 
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Curtiss,  Brig. -Gen.  James  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Mohawk,  Herkimer  county,  N. 
Y.,  October  1,  1840,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Cazenovia  Academy, 
and  spent  a  few  years  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
enlisted  in  the  34th  N.  Y.  Vols,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  1862,  having  been 
commissioned  by  the  governor  of  New  York  to  raise  a  company  of  the  152d  N.  Y. 
Vol.  Inf.,  which  was  formed  at  Mohawk  and  mustered  in  October  14,  1862.  He  was 
commissioned  captain  of  Co.  C,  was  promoted  to  major  February  4,  1863,  and  from 
December  24,  1863,  to  August,  1864,  was  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  his 
brigade.  Later  he  was  appointed  brigade,  division  and  corps  inspector  and  in  No- 
vember, 1864,  became  lieutenant-colonel  and  afterward  colonel  of  his  regiment.  On 
recommendation  of  Generals  Barlow,  Hancock,  Eagan  and  Smyth,  he  was  brevetted 
brigadier  general  March  13,  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  with  that  rank  on  July  13, 
following.  General  Curtiss  participated  in  the  battles  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  and  Mine 
Run,  and  then  went  with  his  regiment  to  New  York  to  help  suppress  the  draft  riots. 
His  regiment  was  the  first  to  reach  New  York  on  that  occasion.  Returning  to  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  he  was  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  Bloody 
Angle,  Laurel  Hill,  Milford  Station,  Tolopotomy,  Cold  Harbor,  siege  of  Petersburg, 
Deep  Bottom,  Reams  Station  and  others,  to  Appomattox  and  the  surrender  of  Lee, 
and  was  three  times  wounded.  His  war  record  is  a  very  brilliant  one.  He  declined 
a  commission  in  the  regular  army  and  after  the  war  settled  in  Little  Falls,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  clothing  trade  until  1877.  He  then  removed  to  Canan- 
daigua  and  followed  the  same  business  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  gloves  and  mitts  and  in  jobbing  furnishing  goods  on 
Exchange  street  till  he  was  burned  out  in  1877.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business  at  122  Franklin  street.  General  Curtiss  was  appointed  a 
police  comissioner  in  1895  and  still  serves  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Columbia  National  Bank,  past  commander  of  Galpin  Post  No.  19,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Little 
Falls,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Ellicott  and  Otewega  Clubs,  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United 
States.  November  19,  1867,  he  married  Fanny,  daughter  of  Hon.  H.  M.  Burch  of 
Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Frances  S.  and  Horace  B. 

Fell,  Abraham,  Buffalo,  was  born  October  10,  1832,  in  England.  On  May  6,  1846, 
he  entered  the  railroad  service  as  an  office  boy.  Mr.  Fell  passed  through  every 
grade  of  the  traffic  department  and  reached  the  responsible  position  of  western 
freight  manager  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  left  the  em- 
ploy of  this  road  in  April,  1897,  having  been  in  railroad  service  over  fifty  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  Erie  Lodge  No.  161,  F,  &  A.  M. 

McCarthy,  James,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  M.  McCarthy,  was  born  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  March  18,  1844.  When  he  was  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
F,  21st  N.  Y.  Vols.,  which  was  the  first  regiment  that  left  Western  New  York  in 
1861.  He  served  his  country  bravely  and  faithfully  until  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  August  29,  1862,  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  abdomen  and  neck, 
and  after  spending  several  months  in  Armory  Square  Hospital  at  Washington,  D. 
C,  was  honorably  discharged.  He  returned  to  Buffalo  but  for  eight  years  was  un- 
able to  work,  owing  to  disability  caused  by  his  wounds.    Upon  partially  regaining 
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his  health  he  found  employment  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  where  he  remained 
about  three  years.  He  was  then  appointed  a  desk  sergeant  on  the  Buffalo  Police  force. 
He  filled  this  position  with  credit  for  twenty-two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  He  then  engaged  in  his  present  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance business.  Mr.  McCarthy  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the 
B.  P.  M.  A.  B.  A.,  and  Erie  Legion  No.  1,  Select  Knights.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  his  present  wife,  whom  he  wedded  in  January,  1890,  being  Emma  Telford, 
of  Buffalo.  He  has  four  children:  Mabel,  Arthur  (now  studying  medicine),  Kate  and 
James,  jr. 

Wilson,  William  P.,  Buffalo,  was  born  January  11,  1845,  in  Chicago,  111.,  where  he 
received  a  public  school  education.  For  two  years  he  was  assistant  bookkeeper  in 
a  wholesale  drug  house  in  his  native  cit3^  and  for  a  short  time  held  a  position  with 
the  C,  B.  &  Q.  Railroad.  He  was  afterwards  cashier  of  the  Merchants  Despatch 
Transportation  Company  for  seven  years,  chief  clerk  of  the  Erie  and  North  Shore 
Line  in  Chicago  and  Detroit  for  six  years,  an  agent  for  other  fast  freight  lines  in  St. 
Paul  for  thirteen  years  (1879-92).  In  1892  he  removed  to  Buffalo  as  general  mana- 
ger of  the  West  Shore  Fast  Freight  Line,  which  position  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Wilson 
was  married  May  21,  1872,  to  Ida  A.,  daughter  of  J.  S.  Davis,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  three  children:  Ida  M.  (Mrs.  M.  J.  Pike),  of  New  York  city,  Frank  D. 
and  Roy  O. 

Matheson,  George  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Sutherland)  Matheson, 
was  born  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  He  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  town  and  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
six  years.  In  18G1  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in  Shakespeare,  Ont,  and  con- 
ducted a  successful  trade  for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  to  enter  a  Methodist  publishing  house,  where  he  remained  three  years.  He 
then  returned  to  engage  in  the  business  of  transporting  stock  from  Canada  to  the 
live  stock  market  at  East  Buffalo.  After  ten  years'  experience  in  this  business  he 
started  a  live  stock  commission  house  at  the  East  Buffalo  stock  yards,  which  he  still 
continues.  Mr.  Matheson  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  business,  having  been 
established  over  thirty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade 
and  has  handled  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  stock.  He  is  a  member  of  King  Solo- 
mon Lodge  No.  43,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  August,  1862,  he  married  Joan  Stewart  of  Shake- 
speare, Ont.,  and  they  had  four  children:  Robert  S.,  George  W.  (deceased),  Duncan 
S..  (deceased)  and  Georgia. 

Schnoor,  Charles  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Alois  and  Kate  (Martm)  Schnoor,  was  born  in 
Orangeport,  Niagara  county,  December  16,  1867.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the  Union  school  in  Lockport,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1883.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  a  grocery  clerk,  in 
which  capacity  he  remained  five  years.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo  and  was  vari- 
ously employed  until  1890,  when  he  embarked  in  the  coal,  wood  and  ice  business  at 
262  Jefferson  street,  where  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  R.  M,  Mr.  Schnoor  was  united  in  marriage  in  December,  1896,  to  Lottie,  daugh- 
ter of  Theodore  Oliver,  of  Buffalo, 
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Charlton,  John,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this  country  in  1881, 
settling  in  Buffalo  shortly  after  his  arrival.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Charlton 
Brothers,  composed  of  John  and  James  Charlton.  This  firm  operates  one  of  the 
leading  liveries  in  the  city.  The  stables  are  located  at  Nos.  379-381  Ellicott  street 
and  at  Nos.  61-63  East  Huron  street  and  are  substantially  constructed  and  well  ven- 
tilated. Mr.  Charlton  is  public  spirited  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  enterprises.  He  is  a  member  of  Omega  Lodge  No.  259,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  May, 
1886,  he  married  Eleanor  Milligan  of  Buffalo. 

Tutton,  Charles  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Tunkhannock,  Pa.,  May  10,  1851,  and 
when  eleven  years  of  age  entered  a  country  newspaper  printing  office,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  March,  1867,  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  as  an  engineer,  and  from  1869  to  1872  attended  the  Rens- 
selaer Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  Between  1871  and  1873  he  located  and 
built  the  Montrose  Railway  in  Pennsylvania  and  also  worked  on  railroads  in  New 
Jersey,  and  from  1874  to  1877  was  engaged  in  mining  and  general  engineering  with 
1.  A.  Stearns  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  In  1878  he  was  employed  in  bridge  engineering 
at  South  Bend,  Ind. ,  and  in  1879  returned  to  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
bridge  engineering  and  mining  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Mr.  Tutton  was  connected  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  from 
1882  to  1888,  building  and  designing  all  the  Tifft  farm  improvements,  canals,  coal 
trestles,  and  the  shore  protection  along  Lake  Erie  on  the  Hamburg  turnpike.  He 
also  built  their  coal  trestles  in  Chicago.  From  1889  to  1892  he  was  engaged  on  gen- 
eral work  for  contractors,  who,  during  this  time,  built  a  number  of  trestles  on  the 
Adirondack  and  St.  Lawrence  Railroad,  the  Lehigh  Valley  coal  trestle  at  Cheekto- 
waga  (the  largest  in  the  world),  the  new  Buffalo  city  reservoir,  etc.  Since  1893  he 
been  connected  with  the  Bureau  of  Engineering  (Department  of  Public  Works).  In 
this  capacity  he  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  steel  liberty  pole  on  the  Terrace, 
city  dredging  operations,  Buffalo  River  improvements,  designing  and  construction 
of  the  sewer  system  of  South  Buffalo,  the  erection  of  the  bridge  over  Cazenovia 
Creek  near  the  Cazenovia  Park,  etc.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Western  So- 
ciety of  Engineers  of  Chicago  since  1877,  and  of  the  Engineers'  Society  of  Western 
New  York  since  its  inception.  In  1889  he  was  a  candidate  for  city  engineer,  but 
was  defeated  by  George  E.  Mann.  In  1882  he  married  Fannie  C.  Draper  at  Tama- 
qua,  Pa.,  and  they  have  three  daughters  and  one  son. 

Mohring,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  on  Cedar  street  in  the  old  Fifth  ward  of  Buffalo, 
July  20,  1864.  His  parents,  John  and  Minnie  Mohring,  natives  of  Germany,  came 
to  America  when  sixteen  and  fourteen  respectively  and  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Buffalo.  John,  sr.,  was  for  several  years  an  employee  of  the  street  rail- 
road and  later  a  watchman  and  at  one  time  was  engaged  in  the  coal  business  with 
his  brother.  John  Mohring,  jr.,  attended  public  schools  31  and  32,  and  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1888,  when  he  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building.  In  1894  he  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  at  the  corner  of  William  and 
Jefferson  streets,  where  he  has  since  continued.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics  as  a  Democrat;  in  1895  and  1896  he  was  defeated  for  assemblyman 
by  twenty-eight  and  ninety-two  votes  respectively,  and  in  1897  was  elected  by  a 
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plurality  of  1,409.  He  is  a  member  of  Delta  Lodge  No.  597,  L  O.  O.  F.,  which  he 
represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1893,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  East  Side 
Odd  Fellows  Temple  in  1894  and  a  member  of  its  building  committee.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  315,  K.  P.,  Buffalo  Division  No.  6,  uniformed  rank,  K. 
P.,  Lake  Erie  Encampment,  L  O.  O.  F.  and  Genesee  Tribe  No.  151,  L  O.  R.  M., 
and  a  delegate  to  the  State  Democratic  convention  at  Utica  in  1895.  In  1898  he  was 
appointed  on  two  of  the  most  important  committees  in  the  Assembly,  the  canal  com- 
mittee and  also  on  that  of  trades  and  manufactures.  He  is  a  married  man  and  has 
one  daughter. 

Hagan,  John,  Buffalo,  one  of  six  sons  and  four  daughters  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Murray)  Hagan,  was  born  in  county  Leitrim,  Ireland,  in  August,  1854.  His  mother 
and  maternal  grandmother  are  both  living  in  Ireland,  the  former  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  and  the  latter  aged  ninety  six.  His  father,  a  well  known  cattle  dealer,  gave 
his  sons  a  good  education  and  died  in  1883,  aged  sixty-three;  three  of  the  sons  reside 
in  Ireland,  following  their  father's  business,  while  the  other  three  are  in  America. 
John  Hagan  came  to  this  country  in  1871,  settled  in  Buffalo,  and  for  eight  years  was 
employed  in  an  iron  rolling  mill.  He  then  opened  a  hotel  at  477  Elk  street,  which 
he  has  since  conducted.  He  is  also  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  owns  a  fine  farm  in  Ham- 
burg and  is  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  International  Brewing  Company  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Erie  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  has  always 
been  a  staunch  Democrat,  an  active  worker  for  his  party's  welfare,  and  successful  in 
all  he  undertook.  Though  often  urged  to  accept  public  office  he  firmly  declined  un- 
til 1897,  when  he  was  nominated  for  councilman.  He  has  often  been  a  delegate  to 
city,  county,  and  assembly  conventions,  and  in  1882  was  a  delegate  to  the  Land 
League  Convention  at  Philadelphia.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the 
Select  Knights  and  a  public  spirited  citizen.  In  August,  1881,  he  married  Eliza, 
daughter  of  James  and  Ann  (Conway)  Quinn  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Miller,  Anson  R.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  R.  and  Jane  (Rundle)  Miller,  was  born 
in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  August  25,  1854.  He  completed  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  soon  after  removed  to  Titusville,  Pa., 
where  he  conducted  a  retail  grocery  business  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  In  July, 
1894,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  assumed  the  management  of  the  White  Cap  Baking 
Powder  Company.  The  business  has  since  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
successful  enterprises  in  Western  New  York.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Rich- 
mond Avenue  Methodist  Church,  and  also  of  Macedonian  Tent  No,  85,  K.  O.  T.  M. 
In  January,  1883,  he  married  Lizzie,  daughter  of  George  Thompson,  of  Titusville, 
Pa.  They  have  two  children :  Mabel  A.,  born  December  17,  1883,  and  Wallace  T., 
born  May  14,  1889. 

Gifford.  Rev.  O.  P.,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  church  of  Buf- 
falo, was  born  in  Montague,  Mass.,  Aprii  15,  1847,  and  spent  his  boyhood  at  Shel- 
burne,  in  his  native  State.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  a  commercial 
house  in  New  York  city,  but  soon  felt  an  inclination  to  the  ministry,  and  in  1870  en- 
tered Brown  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874.    He  then  entered  the 
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Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  in  1877,  after 
which  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.  During 
his  theological  course  his  services  as  a  preacher  were  constantly  sought.  In  1879  he 
became  pastor  of  the  Warren  Avenue  Baptist  church  in  Boston,  where  he  won  con- 
siderable fame  as  an  able  and  fearless  sermonizer  and  writer.  During  this  pastorate 
he  published  a  volume  of  his  sermons.  His  next  jfield  was  in  Brookline,  Mass. ;  from 
there  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  succeeded  Dr.  Lorimer,  the  founder  and  first 
pastor  of  the  Immanuel  Baptist  chnrch,  and  there  his  power  for  good  was  felt  beyond 
the  bounds  of  his  own  denomination.  Mr.  Stead,  in  his  famous  book,  "If  Christ 
came  to  Chicago,"  frequently  refers  to  Mr.  Gifford  as  a  terror  to  evil  and  a  staunch 
supporter  of  all  that  is  worthy.  Mr.  Gifford  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  chairman 
on  morals  of  the  Chicago  Civic  Federation,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
anti-sweatshop  and  other  public  movements.  In  1894  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  pastor 
of  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  church,  one  of  the  largest  and  handsomest  edifices 
in  the  Queen  city,  which  was  built  in  1895  at  a  cost,  exclusive  of  the  site,  of  about 
1120,000.  It  is  of  Medina  sandstone,  will  seat  1,200  people,  and  was  opened  for  wor- 
ship December  15,  1895.  Mr.  Gifford  ranks  high  among  the  leading  c-lergymen  of 
Western  New  York.  His  sermons  are  models  of  good  English,  direct  and  practical 
discussion,  and  clear  thinking,  and  are  often  widely  circulated. 

Kreinheder,  Henry  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Job  and  Catharina(Westbrook)  Kreinheder, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  in  the  old  Sixth  ward,  July  31,  1850.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  and  at  Hicks's  Business  College.  After  leaving 
school  he  engaged  in  various  mercantile  pursuits  until, 1870,  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Thomas  Thompson,  proprietor  of  a  planing  mill  and  shingle  factory  at 
Black  Rock,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper  and  having  charge  of  the  finances 
of  the  business.  He  remained  in  this  responsible  position  seventeen  years,  and 
then  opened  a  lumber  and  coal  yard  on  Seneca  street,  which  he  continued  until 
1889,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Christian  Flierl  to  conduct  a  building, 
contract,  lumber  and  planing  mill  business.  They  located  on  Genesee  street,  near 
the  Belt  Line  crossing,  where  an  old  frame  mill  was  on  the  property  at  this  time. 
This  was  torn  down  and  a  new  brick  mill  erected  and  completely  fitted  with  modern 
machinery.  The  firm  of  Kreinheder  &  Flierl  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  enter- 
prising building  concerns  in  Buffalo,  and  has  constructed  many  churches,  residences, 
school  houses,  etc.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  East  Buffalo  market,  school 
houses  Nos.  11,  7,  48,  50,  55  and  57,  the  shops  of  the  Gould  Coupler  Company  at 
Depew,  Christ  Lutheran  church  and  the  Ontario  Hotel.  Mr.  Kreinheder  is  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Buffalo  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  In  May,  1872,  he  married  Mary  C. 
Oschnetz  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  six  children:  Robert  F.,  Arthur  W.,  Oscar  C, 
Edwin  J.,  Oliver  W.  and  Herbert  P. 

Aaron,  Rev.  Israel,  D.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  November  20, 
1859.  His  father,  Moses  Aaron,  a  native  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  was  an  officer  in  the 
Grand  Ducal  army  of  Hessia,  and  came  to  America  about  1850.  He  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Philadelphia,  and  later  moved  to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  he  at 
times  officiated  as  minister.  He  died  in  1865.  He  left  a  wife  (born  Zetta  Green- 
baum)  and  three  children.    His  wife's  father  was  a  farmer,  stock  raiser,  small  land 
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owner  and  business  agent  for  a  landed  proprietor.  Rev.  Israel  Aaron  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Lancaster  (Pa.)  High  School  in  1875  and  from  the  LTniversity  of  Cin- 
cinnati (Ohio)  in  1880  as  B.  A.  He  received  his  rabbinical  degree  from  the  Hebrew 
Union  College  in  1883,  and  in  1887  that  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  D.  D.  Six  months  prior  to  his  graduation  Dr.  Aaron  was  called  to  the 
pulpit  of  Achduth  Ve  Sholom  Temple  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  which  he  served  with 
distinguished  ability  until  1887,  when  he  was  called  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  took  steps  for  the  erection  of  an  edifice  which 
would  in  every  way  represent  the  best  elements  of  the  Jewish  population  of  the  city, 
and  in  1890  the  handsome  Temple  Beth-Zion  on  Delaware  avenue  was  built.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  synagogue  architecture  in  the  country,  and  stands  a 
monument  to  Dr.  Aaron's  energy  and  perseverance,  for  to  him  is  largely  due  its 
construction.  He  was  a  member  of  its  building  committee.  Dr.  Aaron  founded 
and  organized  the  Sisterhood  of  Zion,  whose  objects  were  philanthropic  and  educa- 
tional, and  who  maintains  various  classes  for  girls  and  boys  in  an  excellently  ap- 
pointed house,  which  it  built  for  its  particular  purposes  He  is  a  manager  of  the 
Jewish  Orphan  Asylum  of  Western  New  York  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  a  member  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  Buffalo  Good  Government  Club  from  the  Twenty-first  ward, 
and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and  B'nai  Brith  fraternities  and  other  bodies.  Since 
he  first  entered  the  ministry  he  has  lectured  extensively,  particularly  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Michigan,  Pennsylvania  and  Canada,  and  in  this  field  as  well  as  in  the  church 
has  won  high  honors.  In  June,  1897.  he  was  invited  to  deliver  a  sermon  at  the 
queen's  jubilee  celebration  at  Hamilton,  Ont. ,  a  distinction  never  before  received  by 
any  American  minister.  He  is  a  forcible  exponent  of  the  doctrines  of  Reformed 
Judaism,  an  eloquent  orator,  a  student  and  a  scholar,  and  one  of  the  ablest  rabbis  on 
this  continent.    He  was  married  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  to  Miss  Emma  Falk. 

Gorski,  A.  Frank,  Buffalo,  son  of  Albert  and  Zuzana  Gorski,  was  born  in  Poland, 
Prussia,  July  17,  1843.  His  father,  a  farmer,  died  when  he  was  eight  months  old, 
and  his  mother  reared  and  educated  him,  giving  him  a  thorough  training  in  music. 
For  several  years  after  he  attained  his  majority  he  was  an  instructor  in  music  and 
later  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  distilling  business,  which  he  followed  until  1869, 
when  he  came  to  America.  He  first  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  was  organist 
in  a  church  for  two  and  one-half  years.  He  was  afterward  a  teacher  in  Winona, 
Minn.,  for  three  years  and  a  school  teacher  in  Pine  Creek.  Wis.,  for  two  years,  and 
then  came  to  Buffalo  where  he  has  since  resided,  being  first  a  teacher  and  organist  in 
St.  Stanislaus  school  and  church.  In  1880  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  insurance, 
banking,  and  steamship  ticket  business,  which  he  has  since  followed  with  uniform 
success.  He  is  an  active  Republican,  was  the  organizer  and  president  of  a  promi- 
nent Polish  society  club,  and  in  1895  was  elected  to  the  city  council  for  a  term  ex- 
piring December  31,  1898.  He  has  been  a  trusted  leader  of  his  party  and  a  delegate 
to  various  political  conventions.  He  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Angela  Strozykow- 
ska,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Poland,  Prussia,  and  they  have  a  son  and  two  daughters. 

Frost,  Edward  L.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  H.  and  Cecelia  (Grover)  Frost, 
was  born  at  Knowlesville,  Orleans  county,  January  30,  1865.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  the  Albion  High  School,  meantime  assisting  in  his  father's  business 
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and  learning  telegraphy.  In  1883  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  obtained  a  position  with 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1888 
and  in  1893  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo. He  immediately  began  practice  in  Buffalo,  locating  at  489  Plymouth  avenue, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Dr.  Frost  is  instructor  in  obstetrics  m  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Erie  County  Hospital,  member  of 
the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicme.  He  is 
supreme  medical  director  of  the  order  of  the  Iroquois  and  a  member  and  medical 
examiner  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  1886  he  was  married  to  Minnie  E.,  daughter 
of  Orrin  Hulburd  of  Medina,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  four  children:  Allen  H.,  Carl  G., 
Olive  and  Pauline. 

Clark,  Charles  E.,  Buffalo,  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Loan,  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Thankful  D.  (Brown)  Clark,  whose  grandfathers 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  born  at  Comstock's,  Washington  county, 
N.  Y. ,  April  5,  1848.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  found  himself  dependent  upon 
his  own  efforts  for  a  livelihood  with  only  the  education  which  district  and  the  Union 
school  had  given  him.  He  was  first  engaged  as  a  telegraph  operator  for  five  years, 
afterward  as  train  dispatcher  of  the  Harlem  Extension  Railroad  Company  at  Ben- 
nington, Vt,  and  then  in  the  slate  manufacturing  business.  In  1877  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  bank  examiner  for  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1883  Mr.  Clark  came  to 
Buffalo  and  entered  upon  his  present  duties  as  the  first  secretary  of  the  Buffalo 
Loan,  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  of  which  he  is  also  a  trustee.  He  has  won 
his  way  to  the  responsible  position  he  now  holds  and  to  the  high  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  by  his  own  efforts.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Elevator  Company,  the 
Erie  County  Guarantied  Search  Company  and  several  other  corporations  of  Buffalo, 
and  of  the  Merchant's  Gargling  Oil  Company  of  Lockport.  May  2,  1872,  he  married 
Florence  S.  Sprague  of  Brandon,  Vt.,  and  they  have  had  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Alfred  H.  and  Charles  S.,  are  living. 

Kreinheder,  Herman  J. ,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  a  family  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters  of 
Job  and  Mary  (Westbrook)  Kreinheder,  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  who  came  to 
this  country  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1848.  Job  Kreinheder  was  a  lifelong  carpen 
ter  and  builder,  dying  in  1890.  He  was  an  active  Republican  from  the  organization 
of  the  party,  and  a  public  spirited  and  useful  citizen.  Herman  J.  Kreinheder  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1853,  received  his  education  in  a  Lutheran  Parochial 
School,  St.  Joseph's  College,  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  and  for 
years  was  cashier  and  chief  bookkeeper  for  R.  W.  Bell  &  Co.  From  1880  to  1883  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  boxes  and  from  1883  to  1892  he  was  a  man- 
ufacturer of  and  wholesale  dealer  in  carriages.  In  1892  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness and  since  then  has  been  identified  with  various  enterprises,  such  as  building 
houses  on  his  real  estate  in  the  Elmwood  district  and  in  East  Buffalo.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  promoters  and  builders  of  the  Buffalo,  Tonawanda  and  Niagara  Falls 
Electric  Railway  the  first  electric  line  running  out  of  Buffalo.  He  is  chairman  of 
the  Erie  County  Republican  Committee,  real  estate  commissioner  of  the  German 
Young  Men's  Association,  and  a  director  of  various  societies.  He  has  frequently 
been  a  delegate  to  local  and  State  Republican  conventions,  has  been  a  dealer  and 
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developer  of  real  estate  for  many  years,  purchasing  his  first  realty  when  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  by  thrift,  perseverance  and  careful  investments  has  achieved  success.  In 
1876  he  married  Catharine  M.,  daughter  of  Frederick  Gehring,  an  old  and  prominent 
piano  manufacturer  of  Buffalo.    They  have  five  daughters. 

McConnell,  Bernard  J,,  Buffalo,  chief  of  the  Buffalo  Fire  Department,  is  one  of  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  six  daughters  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Dorran)  McConnell,  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Januar)^  1,  1850.  Michael  McConnell 
came  to  America  and  located  in  Buffalo  in  1823,  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  afterward  returned  to  Ireland,  married  Mary  Dorran,  and  brought  her  to  his 
new  home.  He  finally  settled  on  a  farm  in  West  Seneca,  where  he  died  in  1872, 
aged  sixty-seven.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Bernard  J.  McConnell  attended 
public  school  No.  4  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  in  Buffalo,  and  joined  the  volunteer  fire  department  in 
1871  and  was  elected  foreman  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1,  in  1876.  In  1877 
he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  Buffalo  Paid  Fire  Department,  with  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  connected,  becoming  its  chief  in  1892.  Much  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
excellent  fire  service  in  the  city  is  due  to  his  ability  and  personal  management. 
From  a  captain  he  was  promoted  to  battalion  chief  and  from  that  to  chief,  a  position 
he  has  filled  with  great  credit  and  satisfaction.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the  Foresters  and  the  Buffalo  Fire  Department  Benefi- 
ciary Association.  In  1883  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Daniel  Kief  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

More,  George  Edward,  Buffalo,  son  of  Robert  Freeman  More  and  Louisa  Prime, 
his  wife,  was  born  in  England  on  the  5th  of  February,  1849,  and  in  1870  came  to 
America  and  settled  m  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  On  arriving  here  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Harry  Smith,  whom  he  succeeded  six  years  later.  Mr.  More 
is  now  one  of  the  largest  importers  of  fine  furs  in  Western  New  York,  and  besides  a 
manufactory  in  which  about  twenty  skilled  workmen  are  employed  he  conducts  a 
large  retail  store  at  327  Main  street,  where  he  has  established  a  prosperous  business. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Oakfield  and  Ellicott  Clubs,  and  as  a  citizen  is  highly  respect- 
ed and  esteemed.  In  December,  1879,  he  married  Clara  Stanton  of  Buffalo,  by 
whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Clara  Stanton  More.  In  August,  1885,  he  was  married, 
second,  in  Tollington  Park  church,  London,  to  Emma  L.  Cole,  and  they  have  four 
children;  Edward  Augustus,  Morgan  Benjamin,  William  Algernon  and  Constance 
Isabel.  His  father  was  born  in  the  old  town  of  Bungay,  Suffolk,  Eng.,  where  George 
E.,  with  fifteen  brothers  and  sisters,  was  also  born.  He  is  a  descendant  of  the  noted 
poetess,  Hannah  More. 

Vedder,  Harrison  Needham,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  Schermerhorn  Vedder  and  Mary 
Ann  Needham,  was  born  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  September  11,  1858.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Joseph  Parsons  Needham,  came  from  Rochester  to  Buffalo  about  1834, 
and  for  many  years  carried  on  a  saleratus  factory  and  afterwards  a  distillery  and 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Unitarian  church.  On  his  father's  side  he  is  of  Hol- 
land descent.  Mr.  Vedder  received  a  public  school  education  and  when  fourteen 
years  old  entered  the  insurance  office  of  Capt.  E.  P.  Dorr.    Three  years  later  he  be- 
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came  a  clerk  for  the  insurance  firm  of  Smith,  Davis  &  Clark  and  five  years  afterward 
became  chief  clerk  for  the  Western  Elevating  Company.  In  1881  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Charles  J.  North,  under  the  firm  name  of  North  &  Vedder,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business,  which  they  still  continue.  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  known  firms  in  the  city  and  represents  a  number  of  the  strongest  insurance 
companies  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Vedder  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Buffalo 
Merchants*  Exchange,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  an  organizer 
and  for  three  years  (1883-85)  commodore  of  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club  a  member  and 
past  master  of  the  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  a  member 
of  Adytum  Chapter  No.  235,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery  No.  30, 
K.  T.,  and  a  member  and  one  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Otowega  Club.  Sep- 
tember 13,  1881,  he  married  Ida  Elizabeth  Loveridge  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Harold  Loveridge,  born  June  25,  1882. 

White,  John  C,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  White,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  business  men  of  Buffalo,  who  was  born  in  Scarborough,  England,  in 
the  year  1814.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  came  to  America,  first  settling  in  Toron- 
to, Canada,  and  thence  removing  to  Geneva,  N.  Y.  In  1849  he  joined  the  stream  of 
gold  hunters  for  California^  but  a  few  years  later  returned  to  Geneva,  where  he 
identified  himself  with  large  milling  interests.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  and  asso- 
ciated hiaiself  with  Thomas  Clark  and  was  for  many  years  an  extensive  distiller. 
He  and  Mr.  Clark  built  the  Niagara  Elevator,  then  the  largest  elevator  in  the  world. 
In  1873  he  severed  his  connection  with  Mr.  Clark  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
son,  John  C.  White,  and  John  W.  Crafts,  under  the  firm  name  of  White  &  Crafts, 
for  the  conduct  of  the  malting  business.  At  his  death  in  1892  his  son  succeeded  to 
his  interests  and  in  1895  purchased  the  interests  of  Mr.  Crafts.  John  C.  White  was 
born  in  Buffalo  October  8,  1856 ;  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  a 
graduate  from  Williams  Academy;  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business  of  which  he 
is  now  proprietor  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  By  perseverance  and  attention  to 
business  he  has  more  than  tripled  the  output.  He  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding 
membership  in  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks  No.  441.  In  October,  1876,  he  mar- 
ried Anna  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Edson  F.  Emery  of  Buffalo;  they  have  one  son, 
John  Emery  White.  The  Lake  View  Malt  House,  of  which  Mr.  White  is  proprietor, 
is  a  combination  of  the  old  and  new  system  of  malting;  the  main  building  fronts  126 
feet  on  Lake  View  .'ivenue,  and  265  feet  on  Jersey  street,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  plants  there  is  in  the  country. 

Gavin,  Joseph  Edward,  Buffalo,  son  of  Michael  and  Rosana  (Flannigan)  Gavin, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  14,  1855.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
St.  Joseph's  College  of  his  native  city,  was  graduated  with  honors  from  St.  Michael's 
College,  Toronto,  in  1877.  and  then  entered  the  coal  and  wood  office  of  his  father. 
On  the  latter's  death  he  succeeded  to  the  business,  which  he  still  continues  under  the 
firm  name  of  Joseph  E.  Gavin  &  Co.,  his  partner  being  F.  Herbert  Grantier.  Mr. 
Gavin  is  an  influential  Democrat,  has  long  been  prominent  in  public  and  political 
affairs  and  during  Cleveland's  first  administration  from  1885  to  1889  served  as  a 
deputy  collector  of  customs.  In  1891  he  was  elected  comptroller  of  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  in  this  capacity  achieved  a  high  reputation 
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as  a  faithful  officer  and  an  able  financier.  He  saved  the  city  over  $100,000  by  dis- 
covering that  fines  collected  from  criminals  had  been  paid  into  the  county  instead  of 
the  city  treasury.  As  a  financier  he  exhibited  rare  foresight  and  ability  in  placing 
the  city's  bonds  and  securing  temporary  loans.  In  May,  1894,  he  obtained  a  loan  of 
$30,000  for  sixty  days  from  bankers  in  New  York  at  two  and  one-half  per  cent., 
which  is  the  lowest  rate  of  interest  the  city  has  ever  paid  for  borrowed  money,  either 
before  or  since,  and  which  is  even  below  the  figure  paid  by  New  York  city  for  loans 
during  the  same  period.  During  the  panic  of  1893  he  successfully  placed  over 
$500,000  five  year  bonds  at  three  and  one-half  per  cent.  These  and  other  financial 
achievements  gave  Mr.  Gavin  a  wide  reputation  and  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of 
financiers.  Under  his  administration  the  new  city  charter  went  into  effect,  which 
necessitated  many  important  changes  m  the  municipal  government,  yet  he  sur- 
mounted every  difficulty  and  placed  his  office  upon  a  basis  that  has  since  demon- 
strated his  efficiency  as  an  organizer.  Upon  retiring  from  the  office  of  comptroller 
he  was  given  a  vote  of  thanks  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  the  affairs  of  his  office.  This  was  the  more  remarkable  because 
it  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Buffalo  and  the  board  was  Republican,  In  1894  he  was 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  but  the  tidal  wave  of  Republicanism  caused 
his  defeat  by  a  small  majority.  Since  retiring  from  the  comptroller's  office  he  has 
been  a  heavy  dealer  in  bonds,  his  transactions  in  this  connection  aggregating  over 
$10,000,000.  He  is  a  member  of  various  social  and  benevolent  organizations,  and  is 
a  man  of  the  highest  integrity,  rare  executive  ability  and  indomitable  perseverance. 
October  31,  1881,  he  married  Sarah  E.  Candee,  daughter  of  the  late  Dean  Candee  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Dean  M.  J. 

Hinson,  Hon.  Charles  Wesley,  Buffalo,  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Buffalo, 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Macklin)  Hinson,  and  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 20,  1844.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  city,  after  which  he  became  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  Judge  James 
M.  Humphrey,  and  Galusha  Parsons,  and  on  May  9,  1866,  he  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice. He  shortly  afterward  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo  in  which  he  was  successfully  engaged  until  his  election  to  the  bench  in  1892* 
Judge  Hinson  was  attorney  for  the  Fenians,  who,  under  General  O'Neill,  invaded 
Canada  at  Fort  Erie  in  1866.  In  this  celebrated  case  twenty-eight  officers  and  four 
hundred  men  were  charged  with  violating  the  neutrality  laws  and  he  procured  their 
release  on  habeas  corpus  proceedings.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  in  1867  served  as  a  member  of  assembly  and  in  1873  was  nominated 
for  city  attorney  by  the  Democrats,  but  was  defeated,  although  running  largely 
ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  1892  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Buffalo 
for  a  term  ending  December  31,  1899.  He  is  connected  with  many  fraternal  organi- 
zations, having  been  great  sachem  of  the  State  of  New  York  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men,  and  grand  chancelor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Feist,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  1843  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools.    He  began  his  business  career  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and 
and  has  achieved  a  success  that  does  not  commonly  fall  to  the  lot  of  men.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  rendered  invaluable  service  in  the  construction  of  hos- 
ggg 
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pitals,  barracks,  etc.,  for  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  commanded  by  General  Thomas. 
In  1892-93  he  was  superintendent  of  buildings.  He  has  about  150  men  in  his  em- 
ploy. He  is  a  thoroughly  self-made  man,  and  enjoys  a  position  of  assured  honor 
and  respect  among  the  people  of  his  city.  Hundreds  of  Buffalo's  finest  structures 
attest  his  skill  and  success. 

Miller,  Peter  Paul,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  Miller,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Novemj- 
ber  20,  1837,  and  received  a  public  school  education.  He  was  associated  with  the 
Western  Transportation  company  until  its  dissolution  in  1884,  becoming  successively 
chief  engineer  of  their  entire  fleet,  superintendent  and  a  director.  In  1873  he  also 
became  a  director  of  the  Citizens'  Gas  Company,  and  since  1885  has  been  its  manag- 
ing director,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  director  of  the  General  Elec- 
tric Company  and  manager  and  part  owner  of  the  Red  Star  line  of  steamers.  He 
introduced,  in  1866,  in  the  small  steamer  Susquehanna  the  first  compound  engine  on 
the  lakes.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  served  as  alderman  of  the  Fourth  ward  in 
1869-70. 

Lyman,  Cornelius  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buft'alo,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  has  always 
resided.  His  grandfather,  Nathan  Lyman,  and  father,  William  E.  Lyman,  came  to 
Buffalo  from  Albany,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Nathan  Lyman  &  Son  conducted 
a  type  foundr}^  until  1892.  Mr.  Lyman  received  a  public  school  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  became  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  A.  I.  Mathews.  In  1861  he 
accepted  a  similar  position  with  William  H.  Peabody.  In  1863  he  enlisted  as  lieu- 
tenant in  a  New  York  city  regiment,  Ullman's  Brigade,  and  served  his  country  faith- 
fully for  about  one  year,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital, New  Orleans,  on  account  of  sickness.  Returning  from  the  war  he  entered  the 
drug  store  of  Edward  Harries,  and  in  1868  purchased  the  drug  store  of  Sage  & 
Tucker  at  296  Main  street,  which  he  sold  out  about  1876,  having  in  the  mean  time 
bought  out  Richard  Jenners's  drug  store  at  416  Main  street.  In  1877  he  purchased 
William  H.  Peabody's  establishment  at  311  Main  street  and  also  his  branch  at  598 
Main  street,  and  in  1889  consolidated  the  entire  business,  which  is  now  carried  on  at 
311  Main  street  by  the  Lyman-Jeffrey  Company.  Mr.  Lyman  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  known  druggists  in  Buffalo,  having  been  identified  with  the  trade  almost 
continuously  since  1859.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  formerly  vice-president  of 
the  New  York  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  a  member  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Erie  County  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Landmarks  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Bidwell-Wilkeson  Post  No.  9,  G.  A.R. 

Chester,  Lucas,  Buffalo,  the  oldest  dyer  in  the  State  west  of  Rochester,  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Walsham  (Lucas)  Chester,  and  was  born  in  Boston,  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  December  21,  1832.  In  1833  the  family  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Buffalo,  where  father  and  son  have  ever  since  been  the  leading  dyers.  On  arriv- 
ing in  Buffalo  John  Chester  established  a  dye  house  on  Main  street,  where  the  store 
of  J.  N.  Adam  &  Co.  now  stands.  Later  he  removed  to  a  site  adjoining  the  old 
Trinity  church  property  on  Washington  street,  and  in  1848  he  purchased  a  lot  and 
built  a  three  story  dye  house  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Blossom  (then  Batavia) 
street,  where  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Lucas  in  January,  1851.    Mr.  Chester  was 
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a  prominent  member  of  the  Asbury  M.  E.  church,  being  one  of  its  founders,  a  class 
leader  and  a  distinguished  local  preacher  and  was  long  supermtendent  of  the  Sun- 
day school.  He  was  also  a  prominent  abolitionist,  his  house  being  a  noted  station 
of  the  "underground  railroad,"  and  he  was  likewise  an  active  member  of  the  old 
volunteer  fire  department,  being  connected  with  Washington  Engine  Co.  No.  5.  He 
died  August  16,  1871,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His  wife's  death  occured  in  1848.  Of 
their  nine  children  six  are  living:  Charles  and  Lucas  of  Buffalo,  and  Rebecca  (Mrs. 
Robert  Turner),  John,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  George  Turner)  and  Frederick,  all  of  Califor- 
nia. Lucas  Chester  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary 
at  Lima,  and  since  the  age  of  nine  has  been  continuously  connected  with  the  dyeing 
and  cleaning  business.  He  spent  two  years  in  the  study  of  chemistry  under  Pro- 
fessor Hadley  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  another  two  years  as  foreman  of  the 
Rensselaer  Dye  Works  of  Aaron  Hall  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  then  returned  to  Buf- 
falo. Soon  afterward,  in  January,  1851,  he  purchased  his  father's  establishment, 
and  in  1864  moved  the  business  to  479,  481  and  483  Main  street,  where  he  had 
erected  a  commodious  building  for  the  purpose.  In  1883  this  was  burnt  and  at  once 
rebuilt.  Mr.  Chester,  like  his  father,  is  one  who  has  honored  his  calling,  and  to-day 
is  one  of  the  leading  as  well  as  one  of  the  oldest  dyers  in  this  State.  Starting  in  the 
business  when  nine  years  old  he  has  mastered  every  detail,  even  to  the  chemical  de- 
partments. His  father  originated  the  sign  "  I  Dye  to  Live;  I  Live  to  Dye,"  which 
has  been  adopted  by  other  dyers  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  Chester  was  an 
ardent  abolitionist,  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of 
Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Keystone  Chapter  No.  163,  R.  A.  M. 
In  1860  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  74th  N.  Y.  militia,  became  first  lieutenant,  and  assisted 
in  reorganizing  Co.  D  into  an  independent  company,  which  secured  a  charter  from 
the  State,  and  of  this  he  was  president  for  several  years  and  is  now  one  of  the  few 
life  members.  December  9,  1850,  he  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Osman  G. 
Wheeler  of  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  six  children:  William  Lucas,  Charles 
Osman,  Harris  Wheeler,  Frederick  Winthrop,  Lucy  and  one  deceased.  Mrs.  Chester 
died  in  December,  1883,  and  in  September,  1892,  he  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Lydia  C.  Grant,  daughter  of  Lester  Day  of  Buffalo. 

Jones,  Albert  E.,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  and  Eleanor  (Davis)  Jones,  was  born  May 
20,  1846,  in  Liverpool.  England,  where  he  was  educated  in  public  schools  and  private 
academies.  Having  lost  a  brother  in  the  American  civil  war  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1870  to  look  after  his  deceased  brother's  estate,  and  finally  settled  in  To- 
ronto, Canada.  He  was  for  four  years  private  secretary  to  Col.  Frederick  W.  Cum- 
berland, M.  P.,  managing  director  of  the  Northern  Railway  of  Canada,  and  for  two 
years  chief  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  at  Moncton, 
New  Brunswick.  In  1877  he  became  secretary  to  the  Hon.  William  L.  Bancroft,  re- 
ceiver of  the  Chicago  and  Port  Huron  Railroad  at  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  which  position 
he  held  until  1879,  visiting  Toronto,  Montreal,  New  York  and  other  cities.  After- 
wards he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  in  February,  1880,  entered  the  law  office  of  Bowen, 
Rogers  &  Locke,  as  a  stenographer.  He  remained  with  them  and  their  successors, 
Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn,  with  whom  he  began  the  study  of  law  m  1885,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1888.  Since  then  he  has  been  associated  with  that  firm,  Mr. 
Jones  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Liberal  and  Ellicott  Clubs, 
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and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  a  vestryman  of  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  church.  He  is 
also  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Church  Home.  October  16,  1867,  he  mar- 
ried Janet,  daughter  of  John  Hamilton  of  Ince  Blundel,  near  Liverpool,  England, 
formerly  of  Ecclefechan,  Scotland,  She  died  May  20,  1869,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Edith  Eleanor,  wife  of  Louis  Spinks  of  Liverpool.  Mr.  Jones  married,  second,  on 
August  16,  1881,  Sarah  Emily  Hill,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hill  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Arthur  Locke,  Howard  Stanley,  and  Harold  Hill. 

Persons,  Albert  Edward,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gerry,  Chautau- 
qua county,  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1853.  He  is  descended  from  English,  Scotch  and  Dutch 
ancestry,  most  of  whom  have  been  farmers.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Chautauqua  county,  the  only  educational  advantages- being  the  usual  winter 
term  of  a  country  school.  By  patient  industry  and  rigid  economy  he  was  enabled  to 
enter  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  in  which 
he  received  a  classical  training  four  years.  In  1878  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Robinson,  a  noted  surgeon  of  Hornellsville,  N.Y.,  and  sub- 
sequently entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  New  York,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1881.  During  these  nine  years  of  preparatory  study  for 
his  profession  the  necessary  expenses  were  provided  for  by  teaching  country  schools, 
selling  subscription  books,  and  by  private  tutoring.  Immediately  after  graduation 
Dr.  Persons  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Scio,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  the  busy  life  of  a  country  doctor  for  nearly  three  years.  The  field 
being  too  small  to  satisfy  his  ambition,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  in  November,  1883, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  In  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  faculty  of  the  medical 
department  of  Niagara  University  as  its  lecturer  on  hygiene  and  public  health,  and 
was  subsequently  made  professor  of  materia  medica,  pharmacology  and  therapeutics, 
retaining  this  position  until  his  resignation  in  1893.  The  following  year  was  spent 
in  post-graduate  study  among  the  great  hospitals  of  Europe,  four  months  in  London 
at  Brompton  Consumption  Hospital  under  Prof.  C.  Theodore  Williams  and  six 
months  at  the  Allgemeine  Krankenhaus  in  Vienna,  pursuing  special  courses  in  in- 
ternal medicine.  During  the  past  five  years  Dr.  Persons  has  made  a  special  study 
of  diseases  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  visiting  the  most  noted  sanatoriums  and  health 
resorts  in  America  and  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  effects  of  climate  in 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  was  called  as  consultant  to  Washington  by  President 
Harrison  to  examine  Mrs.  Harrison  during  her  last  and  fatal  illness.  At  present  he 
gives  special  attention  to  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  chest  and 
digestive  organs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  the 
Medical  Association  of  Central  and  Western  New  York,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of 
Medicine,  and  Hornellsville  Academy  of  Medicine ,  a  consulting  physician  to  the 
Buffalo  Woman's  Hospital  and  to  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis  Asylum.  In  1881  he 
married  Lillian  Hartshorn  of  Friendship,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  daughters. 

Coit,  Frank  Seymour,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  Charles  Townsend  Coit  and  Julia  E. 
Seymour,  was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1850.  He  descends  from  John 
Coit,  who  came  from  England  and  in  1638  received  a  grant  of  land  in  Salem,  Mass., 
whence  he  removed  in  1644  to  Gloucester,  where  he  served  as  selectman.  His  son, 
Joseph  Coit,  moved  to  New  London  about  1651  and  was  a  lifelong  shipbuilder. 
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Rev.  Joseph  Coit,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  April  4,  1673,  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard Colege  and  received  a  master's  degree  at  the  first  commencement  of  Yale. 
His  son,  Col.  Samuel  Coit,  born  in  Plainfield,  Conn., in  1708,  was  prominent  in  mili- 
tary and  civil  life.  Among  his  sons  were  William,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  a  naval 
commander  in  the  Revolution;  John,  who  built  the  first  vessel  known  as  a  "smack" 
on  the  Atlantic  coast;  and  Benjamin,  whose  son,  Benjamin  Coit,  jr.,  born  December 
21,  1759,  at  Preston,  Conn.,  was  a  shipmaster,  merchant  and  commander  of  vessels 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  December  28,  1841.  George 
Coit,  son  of  Benjamin,  jr.,  was  born  June  10,  1790,  at  Norwich.  With  the  late  Judge 
Charles  Townsend  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  in  his  native  town  until  1811,  when 
both  of  them  came  to  Buffalo  and  established  themselves  in  the  same  business.  In 
1818  they  sold  out  and  engaged  in  storage  and  forwarding  enterprises,  which  they 
carried  on  extensively  for  many  years.  The  firm  of  Townsend  &  Coit  became  a 
synonym  for  honesty,  integrity  and  fair  dealing  throughout  the  country,  and  was 
the  leading  one  in  the  city  until  1844.  Their  history  is  largely  the  early  history  of 
Buffalo  and  graces  many  pages  of  these  volumes.  April  4,  1815,  Mr.  Coit  married 
his  partner's  sister,  Hannah  Townsend,  and  their  children  were  Sarah  Frances, 
Charles  T.,  George,  jr.,  John  Townsend,  Francis  E.,  Nathaniel  T.,  Eliza  Ripley  and 
William  Benjamin.  He  died  May  9,  1865.  Charles  Townsend  Coit,  the  eldest  son, 
born  February  14,  1819,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Troy  and  Erie  line  of  boats, 
and  for  many  years  was  president  of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  died  December 
11,  1881.  He  married  Julia  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  R.  Seymour.  Their  only  son, 
Frank  Seymour  Coit,  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  worthy  ancestors.  He  was 
for  a  time  connected  with  the  First  National  Bank,  was  also  a  prominent  manufac- 
turer and  has  been  active  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  city,  serving  as  deputy  county 
treasurer  from  1877  to  1888.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  given  his  attention  to 
the  management  of  real  estate. 

True,  Marion  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1846,  both  his 
parents  being  of  New  England  stock.  After  attending  school  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  he 
came  to  Buffalo,  in  1866,  and  took  a  course  at  the  then  famous  Bryant  &  Stratton 
Business  College.  On  leaving  that  institution  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
Joseph  Kittinger  and  engaged  in  the  grain  commission  business  on  Central  wharf. 
In  the  fall  of  1869  he  married  JuHa  Justine  Pendill,  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the 
following  year  located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  State  manager  of  a  life  insurance 
agency,  remaining  until  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo.  In  1880  he 
became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Gies  &  Co.,  in  the  lithograph  business  and  a  little 
later  helped  to  organize  that  concern  into  a  stock  company,  of  which  he  was  made 
the  secretary.  In  1887  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  company,  and  in  1888, 
with  A.  B.  Kellogg,  invented  the  rating  exchange  system  of  ascertaining  and  dis- 
pensing credits,  which  has  met  with  great  success.  In  December,  1889,  Mr.  True 
and  A.  B.  Kellogg  formed  a  copartnership  under  the  name  of  the  Niagara  Publish- 
ing Company,  the  principal  business  of  which  is  the  publishing  of  the  financial  jour- 
nal, "  American  Investments  and  Financial  Opinions,"  which  has  become  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  United  States  and  some  portions  of  Europe, 
Mr.  True  has  been  the  business  manager  of  the  company  from  the  start. 
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Wheeler,  Charles  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Cyrenus  Wheeler  and  Jane  Barker  (sister  of 
Judge  George  Barker  of  Fredonia),  his  wife,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Venice,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1851,  and  when  thirteen  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Auburn,  where  his  mother  died  January  5,  1894.  Cyrenus  Wheeler  is 
the  inventor  of  the  old  Cayuga  Chief  mower  and  reaper,  and  on  his  removal  to 
Auburn  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  D.  M.  Osborne  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
agricultural  implements.  He  has  taken  out  upwards  of  130  patents,  and  has  served 
four  terms  as  mayor  of  Auburn,  where  he  still  resides.  Charles  B.  Wheeler  was 
graduated  from  the  Auburn  High  School  in  1869  and  from  Williams  College  in  1873, 
and  then  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  read  law  with  Sprague  &  Gorham  and  their  suc- 
cessors, Gorham  8c  Bacon.  Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  January,  1876,  he 
began  active  practice  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1880  became  a  member  of  the  old  and  well 
known  law  firm  of  Bowen,  Rogers  &  Locke.  This  copartnership  was  dissolved  in 
1884  and  since  then  he  has  successfully  practiced  his  profession  alone.  Mr.  Wheeler 
has  been  a  civil  service  commissioner  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  since  1889,  being  ap- 
pointed by  Mayor  Becker,  and  since  1891  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  board.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  June  28,  1883,  he  married  Frances  Munro  Rochester  of 
Buffalo,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Rochester  and  Margaret  De  Lancey,  his 
wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Bishop  William  H.  De  Lance}^  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Thomas  Rochester  and  Jane  Barker. 

Pinck,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Frances  (Henderson)  Pinck, 
who  emigrated  from  England  to  Toronto,  Canada,  about  1857,  and  in  1870  removed 
to  Buffalo,  where  she  died  January  6,  1896.  The  father  still  survives,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  a  watchman  and  is  now  an  assistant  engineer  at  the  Exchange  Ele- 
vator. Mrs.  Pinck's  father,  James  Henderson,  was  a  master  painter  in  England, 
and  her  brother,  James  Henderson,  jr.,  is  a  master  painter  in  Adelaide,  Australia. 
William  H.  Pinck  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  June  16,  1860,  removed  to  Buffalo 
with  his  parents,  and  received  a  public  school  education.  In  April.  1875,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Henry  G.  White,  one  of  the  best  known  painters  and  decorators  in 
Buffalo,  and  rose  step  by  step  until  on  March  1,  1893,  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner 
under  the  firm  name  of  H.  G.  White  &  Co.  This  firm  carries  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  house,  sign  and  fresco  painting,  and  may  be  justly  considered  as  leaders  in 
their  line.  Mr.  Pinck  has  worked  up  in  the  establishment  from  an  apprentice  to 
superintendent  and  finally  to  partnership.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Master 
Painters*  Association  of  Buffalo  for  two  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Builders'  Ex- 
change, De  Molay  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.. 
Lake  Erie  Commandery  No.  20.  K.  T.,  Ismailia Temple  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club.  October  26,  1880,  he  married  Minnie  L. ,  daughter  of 
Levi  C.  Johnson  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  Mabel  H.,  William  C. 
and  Henry  G. 

Love,  William  Henry,  Buffalo,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  a  son  of  David  and 
Anna  (Connor)  Love.  He  was  born  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  18,  1862,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  graduating  from  the  Buffalo  Central 
High  School  in  1881.  Like  many  of  our  public  men,  his  early  manhood  was  de- 
voted to  teaching.    In  the  fall  of  1881  he  was  appointed  to  the  principalship  of  one 
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of  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  by  reason  of  his  able  and  successful  work  in 
this  line  soon  won  his  way  among  older  and  more  experienced  educators  to  the  front 
rank  of  public  school  teachers  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  He  was  successively  principal 
of  public  schools  Nos.  29,  33,  13,  and  when,  in  1892,  James  F.  Crooker,  the  then  su- 
perintendent of  education  of  Buffalo,  was  appointed  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion for  New  York  State,  Mr.  Love  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  appointing 
board  to  fill  the  vacaucy  caused  by  Mr.  Crooker's  resignation.  This  was  a  signal 
tribute  to  Mr.  Love's  ability  when  it  is  remembered  that  he  had  not  yet  reached  his 
thirtieth  year  and  had  been  selected  to  preside  over  a  department  the  largest  and 
most  important  in  the  city's  polity.  There  is  little  doubt  but  Mr.  Love  would  have 
attained  still  greater  honor  and  distinction  as  an  educator  had  not  the  tide  of  politics 
carried  him  out  of  office  on  January  1,  1893.  He  left  his  impress  upon  the  depart- 
ment of  public  instruction,  having  materially  assisted  in  organizing  the  Board  of 
School  Examiners,  revising  the  school  ordinances  of  the  city,  and  establishing  for 
the  first  time  a  system  of  kindergarten  work  in  conjunction  with  the  public  schools, 
the  expense  thereof  being  a  public  charge.  In  recognition  of  his  work  in  this  latter 
respect,  he  was  made  the  first  honorary  member  of  the  Buffalo  Free  Kindergarten 
Association.  The  limitations  of  teaching,  however,  did  not  satisfy  the  desires  and 
ambitions  of  Mr.  Love  and  in  1891  he  undertook  the  study  of  law,  entering  as  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  Cuddeback  &  Kenefick,  where  his  leisure  hours  were  given 
over  to  preparing  himself  for  his  chosen  profession.  In  March,  1893,  three  months 
after  leaving  the  school  department,  he  took  his  examination  for  admisson  to  the 
bar,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y  ,  and  was  elected  president  of  his  class.  Immediately  upon 
his  admission  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kenefick  &  Love.  Mr.  Love  has  already  taken  a  conspicuous 
position  at  the  bar  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promising  and  successful 
lawyers  among  the  younger  men  of  Buffalo.  Under  his  active  management  the  firm 
of  Kenefick  &  Love  has  taken  a  position  among  the  leading  law  firms  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Love  is  an  active  Democrat  and  is  prominent  in  the  political  organizations  of 
his  party.    On  June  18,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Helen  A.  Niendorf,  of  Buffalo. 

Schadler,  John  E. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Carrie  Schadler,  natives  of  Germany, 
was  born  m  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  11,  1860.  He  received  a  liberal  education  in 
the  pubhc  schools,  and  was  variously  employed  until  January  1,  1893,  when  he 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Samuel  M.  Sloan  and  his  brother,  William  G.  Schadler, 
and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  In  October,  William  G.  Schadler  withdrew 
and  in  September,  1897,  Mr.  Sloan  was  succeeded  by  his  father,  Alexander  Mr. 
Schadler  is  one  of  the  best  known  grocerymen  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  man  of  energy, 
enterprise  and  business  ability,  and  has  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Select  Knights,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances and  friends.  In  November,  1896,  he  married  May,  daughter  of  John  Sweet- 
man,  of  Buffalo. 

McMillan,  Daniel  H.,  Buffalo,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Alexander  McMillan,  whose 
monumental  cross,  erected  in  1348.  still  stands  in  the  family  burial  ground  at  Kilmory, 
Scotland.  His  grandfather,  John  McMillan,  was  called  "John  the  Upright,"  arbiter 
of  the  Hollanders  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century. 


472 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Daniel  McMillan,  his  father,  was  highly  respected  and  honored  for  his  integrit5^ 
character,  and  benevolence;  his  mother,  a  daughter  of  Malcolm  McNaughton,  was  a 
woman  of  unyielding  fidelity  and  Christian  virtue.  She  had  three  brothers  who  were 
members  of  the  Canadian  parliament  and  a  fourth  who  was  a  legislator  in  Wisconsin 
and  active  in  the  organization  of  that  State.  Mr.  McMillan  was  born  in  York,  Liv- 
ingston county,  N.  Y.,  attended  the  common  schools,  and  completed  his  education 
at  Le  Roy  Academy  and  Cornell  University.  In  1869  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered 
the  law  office  of  Laning,  Cleveland  &  Folsom,  and  in  1871  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Since  then  he  has  been  in  active  practice  in  Buffalo,  being  now  the  head  of  the  well 
known  law  firm  of  McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew,  and  the  local  counsel  for  the 
Vanderbilt  railway  lines  centering  in  the  city.  In  1885  Mr.  McMillan  was  elected 
State  senator  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  in  1887  was  rehominated,  but  declined 
this  nomination.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Canals  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committees  on  cities,  claims,  Indian  affairs,  and  judiciary.  He  prepared 
and  carried  through  the  Legislature  the  bill  providing  for  the  lengthening  of  the 
locks  on  the  Erie  Canal ;  a  bill  providing  for  a  uniform  policy  of  fire  insurance  in  the 
State;  a  bill  providing  for  the  execution  of  the  death  penalty  in  capital  cases  by 
electricity;  and  bills  regulating  the  employment  of  women  in  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, authorizing  the  utilization  of  Niagara  Falls  power,  and  reforming  prison 
labor  and  discipline.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  that  formulated  the  legis- 
lative plan  of  the  revised  city  charter  of  1892,  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
municipal  court,  and  m  1893  was  elected  a  delegate  at  large  to  the  State  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  in  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  governor  and 
other  State  officers  and  a  member  of  other  important  committees.  He  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  was  one  of  its  managers  during  the  erection  of  the 
library  building  and  the  Iroquois  Hotel.  He  is  a  manager  of  the  Buffalo  State  Hos- 
pital, a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  School,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  His- 
torical Society,  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  American  and  New  York 
State  Bar  Associations.  For  twelve  years  he  was  an  examiner  of  applicants  for  ad- 
mission to  the  bar.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  State  Republican  Committee  and 
in  1888,  1892  and  1896  was  an  alternate  delegate  at  large  to  the  Republican  National 
Conventions.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  and  Liberal  Clubs,  the  Masonic 
Consistory  and  Temple,  the  Chi  Psi  fraternity,  and  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
McMillan  is  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  Western  New  York,  and  has  achieved  emi- 
nence in  both  professional  and  civic  life.  He  is  a  cultured  scholar,  a  man  of  broad 
experience,  and  a  citizen  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  He  married  Delphia 
Jackson,  of  Sandusky,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  sons,  Morton  and  Ross. 

Abbott,  Frank  A.,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  Timothy  Abbott,  a  lieutenant  in  Col. 
Samuel  Herrick's  regiment  of  Vermont  troops  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  agreat- 
grandson  of  Seth  and  Sophia  (Starkweather)  Abbott,  who  came  to  Erie  county  about 
1808.  From  Seth  Abbott  the  hamlet  of  Abbott's  Corners  in  the  town  of  Hamburg 
derives  its  name,  he  being  an  early  tavern  keeper  there.  His  son,  Chauncey  Abbott, 
born  in  1802,  married  Mary  Smith,  and  their  son,  Seth  A.  Abbott,  born  at  Abbott's 
Corners  in  1832,  still  resides  there,  having  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  constable, 
collector,  and  justice  of  sessions.  Seth  A.  Abbott  was  married  in  1857  to  Ruth  Ann 
Perrine,  who  was  born  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  in  1840.    Their  children  are  George  S. , 
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William  H.,  Frank  A  ,  John  P.,  and  Mary  E.  Frank  A.  Abbott  was  born  at  Abbott's 
Corners,  Erie  county,  April  14,  1865,  attended  the  district  schools,  and  in  1886  was 
graduated  from  the  Hamburg  Academy.  During  the  next  four  years  he  pursued  a 
full  course  at  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890,  being  vale- 
dictorian of  his  class,  and  receiving  the  Stewart  L.  Woodford  prize  in  oratory,  his 
subject  being  "The  Quaker  as  a  Reformer."  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  as  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  Fullerton,  Becker  &  Hazel,  and  in  1892  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  Since  then  he  has  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  forming  in  1893,  with  John  R.  Hazel,  the  present  well  known  law 
firm  of  Hazel  &  Abbott.  Mr.  Abbott  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity, 
the  University  and  Independent  Clubs,  and  the  Buffalo  Orpheus. 

Searle,  Raynsford  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Ellen  (Warner)  Searle,  was 
born  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  June  5,  1867,  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Wyoming  Seminary  at  Kingston,  Pa.,  in  1885.  He  was 
then  a  voucher  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Coal  Company  at  Scranton  for 
two  years,  later  was  connected  with  the  general  inspector's  office  for  three  years,  and 
afterward  was  bookkeeper  and  paymaster  for  Neville  &  Ryan,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  for 
about  two  years.  In  1832  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  and  rose  to  the  responsible  position  of  chief  clerk  to  the  lake  freight 
agent,  resigning  to  accept  the  Buffalo  agency  of  the  Duluth  Imperial  Milling  Com- 
pany. In  this  capacity  he  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  business  in  this  section, 
and  by  industry  and  enterprise  has  built  up  a  successful  trade,  Mr.  Searle  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Buffalo  Merchants  Exchange,  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Hugh  De  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30, 
K.  T.  April  19,  1892,  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Peter  Gray,  of  Newark,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Frederick  Warner  Searle. 

Armstrong,  John  B.,  Buffalo,  the  second  of  a  family  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters of  Capt.  James  L.  and  Margaret  (Dwyre)  Armstrong,  natives  of  England  and 
Ireland,  respectively,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1859.  James  L. 
Armstrong,  son  of  an  English  sea  pilot,  shipped  on  an  East  India  vessel  when  he 
was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  two  years  later  entered  the  English  navy.  Coming 
finally  to  America  he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  navy,  afterward  was  for  many  years  a 
sailor  on  the  great  lakes,  and  from  1857  to  1860  was  a  lake  captain.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  timber  and  lumber  business,  owning  timber  land  in  Canada,  and  in 
1894  retired  from  active  life.  His  last  large  enterprise  was  handling  by  contract  all 
the  timber  and  ties  used  by  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad,  for  which  he  also  acted 
as  an  inspector.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  a  man  of  wide  experience,  and  a 
member  of  the  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows.  John  B.  Armstrong  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  began  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years.  April  19,  1882,  he  joined  the  Buffalo  Fire  De- 
partment as  a  fireman,  and  in  1884  was  promoted  heutenant;  in  January,  1893,  cap- 
tain; and  October  1,  1893,  battalion  chief  of  the  second  district,  which  position  he 
still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Buffalo  Firemen's  Bene- 
ficiary Association,  and  resides  with  his  parents  at  232  Foiirteenth  street, 
lihh 
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Grosvenor,  Joseph  Williston,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  is  descended  from  (1)  John  Grosvenor, 
who  came  from  England  prior  to  1673;  married  Esther  Clark,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  a  tanner  and  town  constable  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  later  a  proprietor  of 
Pomfret,  Conn. ;  he  died  in  Roxbury,  September  27,  1691,  aged  forty-eight,  and  his 
wife  in  Pomfret,  June  15,  1738,  aged  about  eighty-seven.  The  house  in  which  her 
death  occurred  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Grosvenors.  Their  son,  (2)  Ebenezer 
Grosvenor,  born  October  9,  1684,  in  Roxbury,  died  September  20,  1730,  in  Pomfret. 
His  wife,  Anna,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Hadlock)  Marcy,  was  born  October  11, 
1687,  and  died  July  30,  1743.  Their  third  child,  (3)  Ebenezer  Grosvenor,  jr.,  born 
December  1713,  kept  tavern  in  Pomfret  for  many  years,  and  died  August  2,  1793. 
He  married  Lucy  Cheney,  born  October  29,  1720,  in  Pomfret,  died  in  1792.  (4)  Dan- 
iel Grosvenor,  son  of  Ebenezer,  jr.,  was  born  April  20,  1750,  was  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1769,  and  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Grafton,  Mass.,  and  later  in 
Paxton.  April  19,  1775,  he  marched  in  the  ranks  towards  Charlestown.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  from  Petersham,  Mass.,  where  he  died  July  22,  1834,  and 
where  his  wife  died  September  11,  1841  ;  she  was  Deborah  Hall,  daughter  of  Rev. 
David  and  Elizabeth  (Prescott)  Hall,  and  was  born  March  5,  1756,  in  Sutton,  Mass., 
where  Mr.  Grosvenor  married  her  May  9,  1776.  Their  eldest  child,  (5)  Daniel  Bulk- 
ley  Grosvenor,  born  in  Grafton,  Mass.,  August  19,  1777,  was  married  April  5,  1804, 
to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Gad  and  Lucy  (Grosvenor)  Williston.  Her  mother,  born  July 
25,  1747,  was  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer,  jr..  and  a  sister  of  Rev.  (4)  Daniel  Grosvenor, 
just  mentioned.  Daniel  B.  Grosvenor  died  in  Brookfield,  Mass.,  January  15,  1821, 
on  the  farm  on  which  John  Grosvenor,  a  son  of  the  original  John,  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  July  22,  1709.  His  wife,  born  July  16,  1775,  died  June  22,  1842.  Their  only 
son,  (6)  Joseph  Williston  Grosvenor,  born  May  1,  1805,  in  Paxton,  died  April  19,  1838. 
April  26,  1835,  he  married  Mary  Bacon  Hancock,  born  in  Barre,  Mass.,  February  11, 
1817,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Catherine  Williams  (Lee)  Hancock.  They  had  two 
sons:  (7)  Francis  Lee,  born  March  17,  1836,  and  (7)  Joseph  Williston,  born  July  26, 
1837.  Dr.  Joseph  Williston  Grosvenor,  the  latter,  was  born  in  South  Brookfield, 
Worcester  county,  Mass.,  attended  the  public  schools  and  Leicester  Academy,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Barre  (Mass.)  High  School  in  1855,  and  from  Dartmouth 
College  at  Hanover,  N.  H.,  in  1859,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  then  came  to 
Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  took  charge  of  the  scientific  department  of  the  L^^nion  school 
one  year,  and  in  1860  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  classical  de- 
partment of  the  Central  High  School  one  year.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  as  assistant  surgeon,  serving  in  the  11th  R.  I.  H.  A.  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  April,  1865.  While  engaged  in  teaching  he  had  taken 
up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  after  the  war  he  entered  the  New  York  University 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1866.  He  began 
practice  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  but  removed  in  1868  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  profession  until  1884.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been 
in  active  practice.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  while 
in  Lockport  was  superintendent  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  Sunday  school  for 
ten  successive  years.  Dr.  Grosvenor  has  been  supreme  medical  examiner  of  the 
Royal  Templars  of  Temperance  since  1887.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Med 
ical  Association,  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Erie  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the 
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Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  William  Richardson  Post,  No. 
254,  G.  A.  R.,  and  National  Fraternal  Congress.  In  1896  he  was  a  vice-president  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Medicine  and  is  now  a  vice-president  of  the  Society  for 
the  Study  and  Cure  of  Inebriety.  He  has  traveled  extensively,  visiting  the  Pacific 
coast  twice  and  spending  the  year  1871-73  in  Europe,  where  he  improved  himself  in 
medical  observation.  He  has  written  numerous  articles  on  the  cause  of  temperance 
from  a  scientific  standpoint,  and  also  on  various  medical  subjects.  May  19,  1868, 
he  married  Mary  Fassett,  born  in  Lockport,  N  Y. ,  October  11,  1842,  a  daughter  of 
David  Safford  and  Sarah  (Van  Dake)  Fassett.  She  died  May  9,  1870,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Mary  Fassett  Grosvenor,  born  April  20,  1870.  a  son,  born  February  7,  1869, 
having  died  when  four  days  old.  August  2,  1883,  Dr.  Grosvenor  married  second, 
in  Buffalo,  Mrs.  Maria  Louise  Ely,  daughter  of  John  and  Maria  (Dewhirst)  Van  Horn. 
She  was  born  in  Newfane,  N.  Y.,  November  26,  1838. 

Stowe.  George  Moore,  Buffalo,  is  a  descendant  of  the  old  English  Stowes,  who 
were  granted  a  coat  of  arms  in  1661 ;  his  early  ancestors  in  America  settled  in  New 
England  as  early  as  1670  He  is  a  son  of  William  Rufus  and  Eunice  E.  (Kinney) 
Stowe,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1848,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  cit}^  and  at  Canandaigua  Academy.  He  was  engaged  in 
various  mercantile  pursuits,  principally  banking,  until  1879,  after  which  he  spent 
several  years  in  the  West.  He  finally  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  is  well  known 
in  connection  with  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  became  paying  teller  and  where 
he  was  afterward  associated  with  the  Third  National  Bank.  In  1888  he  accepted  his 
present  position  as  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Granolithic  Paving  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  concerns  of  the  kind  in  Western  New  York.  Mr.  Stowe  has  also  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Orchard  Park  Dairy  Company  and  Jewett  Stock  Farm  since  its  organiza- 
tion as  a  stock  company  in  1891.  In  September,  1874,  he  married  Helen,  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Locke  of  Gowanda,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children  are  George  Moore, 
jr..  Franklin  D.  L.,  John  Gurney  and  Helen. 

Wilhelm,  Edward  M.,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  best  known  insurance  men  in  Buffalo, 
having  been  engaged  in  the  business  for  over  twenty  years.  He  is  a  son  of  Louis 
and  Frances  (Deibach)  Wilhelm,  natives  of  Alsace,  France,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  the  early  forties  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Wilhelm  was  born 
July  24,  1858.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  took  a  full  commer- 
cial course  at  St.  Joseph's  College,  and  obtained  his  first  business  experience  in  the 
office  of  Bryan's  Evening  Post,  where  he  remained  two  years,  when  he  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Bradstreet  Commercial  Agency.  Two  years  later,  or  in  1877,  he 
entered  the  insurance  office  of  Capt.  E.  P.  Dorr,  with  whom  he  remained  seven 
years.  In  1884,  in  company  with  Colonel  Wiedrich,  he  assumed  the  management  of 
the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  Germania  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  and 
since  then  he  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  company's  extensive 
Buffalo  business.  Mr.  Wilhelm  was  married  in  1879  to  Margaret  O.,  daughter  of 
Adam  Rebman  of  Buffalo,  and  their  children  are  Josephine  and  Arthur  F. 

Robert,  John  O.  G.,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  John  and  Louisa  (Balzer)  Robert,  natives 
of  Thuringia,  Germany,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  7,  1843.    His  father,  a 
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tanner,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1825,  when  be  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  followed 
his  trade  all  his  life,  dying  in  1857.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  Mrs.  Robert,  who 
came  to  Buffalo  in  1839,  survives  him,  as  do  also  one  son  and  three  daughters. 
John  O.  G.  Robert  received  his  education  in  the  parochial  schools  and  at  Martin 
Luther  College,  and  since  entering  upon  his  active  life  has  successfully  followed  the 
vocation  of  teacher.  After  teaching  in  Detroit  for  two  and  one-half  years  he  re- 
turned to  Buffalo  and  taught  in  the  school  in  which  he  was  educated.  Afterward  he 
was  for  five  years  a  teacher  at  Johnsburg,  Niagara  county.  He  had  charge  of  St. 
Andrew's  School  in  Buffalo  from  1872  to  October,  1893,  and  since  then  has  been 
principal  of  Christ  Church  Parochial  School.  Mr.  Robert  has  achieved  a  high  repu- 
tation as  an  able,  careful  and  conscientious  teacher,  and  as  a  citizen  is  widely  re- 
spected. He  is  a  staunch  Republican,  has  served  the  Ninth  ward  as  alderman  two 
terms,  is  president  of  Christ  Church  Benevolent  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Crescentia  Beneficiary  Society.  He  was  the  founder  and  secretary  of  the  Economy 
Savings  and  Loan  Association  and  of  the  Fidelity  Savings  and  Loan  Association, 
and  in  1890  he  organized  the  Industry  Permanent  Dime  Savings  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  now  the  secretary.  November  16,  1865,  he  married  Johanna 
Fischer,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  in  November,  1844;  she  came  with  her  parents, 
Christian  and  Rosina  (Kutsche)  Fischer,  to  Buffalo  in  1853.  Of  their  nine  children 
two  sons  and  six  daughters  are  living. 

Gray,  Abijah,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Evans,  Erie  county, 
was  born  at  Tisbury  (Martha's  Vineyard),  Dukes  county,  Mass.,  March  29,  1769.  He 
was  the  son  of  Isaiah  Gray,  1st,  one  of  Tisbury's  lifelong  farmers.  His  ancestors 
came  from  England  to  Massachusetts  at  a  very  early  day.  Mr.  Gray  was  married 
in  1792  to  Dolly  Foster,  who  was  born  August  4,  1775,  and  who  died  February  13, 
1834.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  her  sister,  Rebecca  Foster.  A  few  years  after 
his  first  marriage  he  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  the  town  of  Evans,  Erie  county, 
where  he  died  October  6,  1846.  His  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  were  Isaiah, 
Abijah,  jr.,  Gilbert,  Daniel,  Harrison,  Franklin,  Mary  (Mrs.  Saunders  Dunham),  and 
Polly  (Mrs.  Job  Shaw). 

Gray,  Isaiah,  eldest  child  of  Abijah  and  Dolly  (Foster)  Gray,  was  born  in  Tisbury, 
Mass.,  April  29,  1793,  came  with  his  parents  to  Evans,  Erie  county,  and  died  there 
February  18,  1839.  He  was  a  farmer,  like  his  father,  and  also  had  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  the  Hamburg  turnpike  and  a  part  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  Buffalo.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Eunice  (Wilber)  Morgan,  pioneers  of  Buffalo, 
and  a  sister  of  Joshua  P.  Morgan,  who  resides  in  Elgin,  111.,  at  the  age  of  ninety - 
four.  She  was  born  in  1801  and  died  in  Evans,  June  29,  1849.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Wales.  Great  Britain.  Their  children  were  Raselus  Morgan  Gray,  a 
prominent  farmer  and  politician  of  Quindaro,  Kan.  ;  Dr.  Eldred  P.  Gra5^  noticed 
later;  Alfred  Gray,  born  December  5,  1830;  Corydon  L.  and  Corrington  Gray, 
twins;  Americk  and  Americus  Gray,  twins,  born  February  4,  1833;  and  Mary  Ann 
Gray.  Alfred  Gray,  the  third  son,  was  a  regimental,  brigade  and  division  quarter- 
master in  the  Union  army  from  April,  1862,  to  March,  1864,  and  served  as  chief  clerk 
of  the  last  territorial  House  of  Representatives  of  Kansas.  He  was  afterwards  an 
influential  member  of  the  first  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  was  a  director  of  the 
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State  Agricultural  Society  of  Kansas  from  186S  to  1872,  when  he  was  chosen  the  first 
secretary  of  the  Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  position  he  held  until  his 
death  at  Topeka  on  January  23,  1880. 

Gray,  Eldred  P.,  M.  D.,  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo  in  1849,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society 
in  1850.  He  practiced  medicine  in  Buffalo  for  a  number  of  years,  and  afterward 
settled  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  From  1861  to  1865  he  served  with  distinction  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  Union  army  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Gray,  Americk,  son  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  (Morgan)  Gray,  was  born  in  Evans,  Erie 
county,  February  4.  1833.  His  twin  brother,  Americus,  died  in  infancy,  and  his 
father  when  he  was  but  six  years  old,  his  widowed  mother  being  left  with  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  he  was  the  fifth.  He  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  live  with  Ambrose  Cash,  a  well  known  farmer 
of  Evans,  with  whom  he  resided  until  he  was  twenty-two.  March  8, 1855,  he  married 
Charlotte  L.  Mills  of  Evans,  and  afterward  followed  farming  and  carpentering.  He 
also  operated  a  saw  mill  in  Evans  for  a  time.  In  1866  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land 
at  Fort  Scott,  Kan.,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Quindaro,  Kan.,  where  he  died 
November  16,  1867,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children:  Frederick  I.  Gray,  now  a 
hardware  merchant  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Dr.  John  R.  Gray  and  Flora  Ada, 
wife  of  Peter  S.  Southwell,  a  contractor,  both  of  Buffalo. 

Gray,  John  Robert,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G.,  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  College  of  Pharmacy 
(University  of  Buffalo),  is  the  youngest  son  of  Americk  and  Charlotte  L.  (Mills) 
Gray,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Evans,  Erie  county,  June  6,  1859.  He  may  very 
properly  be  considered  a  self-made  man.  Deprived  of  a  father's  care  at  the  age  of 
eight  years  his  early  training  was  obtained  under  the  care  of  a  Christian  mother  of 
more  than  ordinary  mental  endowments.  He  attended  the  "Little  Red  School 
House"  and  afterwards  the  Angola  Academy,  and  taught  school  for  a  3'ear  on  the 
"Old  Erie  Road"  in  his  native  town.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  conducted  his 
grandmother's  farm  for  a  year.  After  serving  a  year's  apprenticeship  in  Oatman's 
drug  store  at  Angola  he  went  to  North  East,  Pa.,  where  he  was  employed  for  three 
and  one-half  years  in  the  drug  store  of  Swarts  &  Loop.  Dr.  D.  D.  Loop,  one  of  the 
firm,  was  subsequently  his  preceptor  in  the  study  of  medicine.  In  1886  he  came  to 
Buffalo  and  in  1887  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Front  Avenue  Pharmacy,  afterward 
familiarly  known  as  Gray's  Pharmacy,  of  which  he  became  sole  owner  in  the  spring 
of  1888.  From  that  time  to  the  present  his  life  has  been  one  round  of  work  and 
advancement.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  instructor  in  pharmacognosy  (which  he 
introduced)  in  the  Buffalo  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  was  promoted  to  the  chair  of 
pharmacognosy  in  the  following  year.  This  institution  was  among  the  first,  if  not 
not  the  very  first,  of  its  kind  to  originate  and  develop  this  course  of  instruction.  All 
this  time  Dr.  Gray  was  studying  as  well  as  teaching  and  conducting  his  pharmacy, 
and  in  1889  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  standing 
third  on  the  roll  of  honor.  In  1890  he  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Ph.  G.  from 
the  council  of  that  institution,  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  his 
scholarly  entertainments,  particularly  along  the  line  of  botany  in  relation  to  phar- 
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macy.  In  1890  he  gave  a  special  summer  course  in  pharmacognosy  and  has  con- 
tinued to  fill  that  chair  with  consummate  ability.  In  May,  1892,  he  sold  his  drug 
store  and  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  medicine,  opening  an  office  at  246 
Seventh  avenue,  Buftalo.  In  1894  he  published  a  text  book  entitled  "A  Guide  to 
the  Study  of  Pharmacognosy,"  and  is  now  revising  a  second  edition.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  number  of  medical  and  pharmacal  societies — city,  county,  State  and  national. 
June  21,  1893,  he  married  Carrie  Louise,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Margaret 
(Senett)  Sullivan  of  Buffalo.  She  was  born  at  Port  Dalhousie,  Canada,  February  18, 
1863.  They  have  had  two  children:  Americk  Sullivan  Gray,  born  June  15,  1895, 
died  June  29,  1895,  and  Margaret  Charlotte  Gray,  born  April  16,  1897. 

Rust,  Robert  L.  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  W.  and  Margaret  E.  (Sanbower)  Rust, 
was  born  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  November  3,  1864.  In  February,  1883,  he 
entered  the  telegraph  office  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  to  learn  telegraphy.  In  August,  1883, 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Washington,  Ohio  and  Western  Railroad  Company  as 
agent  at  East  Fails  Church,  Va.,  and  worked  as  agent  at  different  points  on  that 
line  and  as  operator  in  the  superintendent's  office  until  the  absorption  of  that  road 
by  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company.  In  January,  1889,  he  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  as  yard 
clerk  at  New  Castle,  Pa.  On  March  1  of  the  following  year  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  joint  agent  of  the  W.  N.  Y.  &  P.  and  Pennsylvania  Railroads  at  Cler- 
mont, Pa.  In  April,  1891,  he  was  appointed  traveling  car  agent  of  the  W.  N.  Y.  & 
P.,  which  position  he  still  holds.  By  close  attention  to  business  he  has  won  the 
confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  has  business  relations. 

Kurtzmann,  Louis  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Christian  and  Rosalia  (Wugeley)  Kurtzmann, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1860,  and  was  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's 
College  in  1880=  His  father  had  established  a  piano  manufactory  in  Buffalo  in  1848, 
soon  after  his  arrival  from  Germany,  and  in  this  business  Mr.  Kurtzmann  early  de- 
veloped musical  talents  of  the  highest  degree.  In  1886  Christian  Kurtzmann  died, 
and  Louis  S.  Kurtzmann,  Adolph  Geiger  and  Alexander  Cordes  formed  a  copart- 
nership under  the  firm  name  of  C.  Kurtzmann  &  Co.,  which  has  remained  unchanged, 
Mrs.  Fredericka  Cordes  succeeding  to  the  interest  of  her  husband  upon  his  death  in 
1893.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  piano  manufactories  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  always  held  the  foremost  rank  in  the  business.  Christian  Kurtz- 
mann was  a  man  of  practical  experience,  was  endowed  with  a  wonderful  talent  for 
music,  and  as  a  citizen  was  everywhere  esteemed  for  his  energy,  enterprise,  ability 
and  integrity ;  and  all  these  sterling  qualities  have  been  manifested  by  his  son,  Louis 
S.,  who,  with  his  associates,  has  not  only  continued,  but  increased  the  fame  of  the 
Kurtzmann  piano  throughout  the  country..  May  30,  1885,  Mr.  Kurtzmann  married 
Anna  M.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Seaver  and  a  sister  of  Hon.  Joseph  V.  Seaver  of 
Buffalo.    They  have  one  son,  Christian. 

Geiger,  Adolph,  Buffalo,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  C.  Kurtzmann  &  Co.,  piano 
manufacturers,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1869,  settling  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  - resided.  He  is  a  practical  piano  maker.  Christian 
Kurtzmann,  a  native  of  Germany,  established  a  piano  manufactory  in  Buffalo  in  1848 
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and  ably  conducted  it  until  his  death  in  1886,  when  Louis  S.  Kurtzmann,  Mr.  Geiger, 
and  Alexander  Cordes  formed  a  copartnership  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  Kurtz- 
mann &  Co.,  which  has  since  remained  unchanged,  Mrs.  Fredericka  Cordes  succeed- 
ing to  her  husband's  interest  upon  his  death  m  1893.  This  is  the  only  piano 
manufactory  in  Erie  county  and  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  the  United 
States.  From  125  to  150  men  are  employed.  To  Mr.  Geiger  is  due  much  of  the 
firm's  success;  he  has  charge  of  the  factory,  and  is  endowed  with  musical  talent  of  a 
high  order. 

Strauss,  Mathias,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Remich,  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Luxemburg, 
Germany,  April  15,  1836,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1850.  His  ances- 
tors, including  his  father  and  grandfather,  had  been  manufacturers  of  wool  and 
sheep  leather  in  their  native  town  for  over  one  hundred  years.  The  family  settled 
in  Buffalo,  where  both  facher  and  son  were  employed  in  the  Breithaupt  &  Schoell- 
kopf  tannery,  the  former  at  seventy-five  cents  and  the  latter  at  thirty-seven  and  a 
*  half  cents  per  day.  Within  five  years  Mathias  Strauss  became  foreman  of  the  de- 
partment for  finishing  and  dyeing  fancy  sheep  leather.  In  1860,  with  a  capital  of 
|200,  he  rented  the  tannery  and  began  business  for  himself,  employing  from  eighty- 
five  to  one  hundred  men.  In  the  spring  of  1895  the  plant  was  burned  but  it  was  re- 
built within  six  months,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  important  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Strauss  is  a  leading  Democrat  and  was  councilman  in  1893  and 
1893-95.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Mary's  church  and  the  Old  German  Society  of  Buf- 
falo, an  honorary  member  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  and  a  founder  of  a  working 
boy's  home,  a  church  and  an  orphan  asylum.  November  15,  1859,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Charles  Brosart  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons,  John  A.  and 
Charles,  who  are  associated  with  their  father  in  business. 

McKenna,  John  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  and  Ella  (Finn)  McKenna,  is  a  native  of 
Buffalo,  born  January  3,  1869.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  D. ,  L.  &  W.  Railroad  in  the  capacity  of 
billing  clerk,  remaining  ten  years.  In  March,  1895,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
R.  S.  Brown  for  the  conduct  of  a  wall  paper  business,  locating  at  703  Swan  street. 
This  is  now  one  of  the  leading  establishments  of  its  kind  in  that  section  of  the  city. 
Mr.  McKenna  is  a  young  man  of  keen  business  instincts  and  much  ability.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  H.  and  the  Society  of  Ben  Hur. 

Johnson,  Burt  C,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Corydon  C.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  and  Grace 
Randall,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1869. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Gowanda  Academy,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1885.  The  following  year  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
father,  Dr.  C.  C.  Johnson,  who  has  been  engaged  in  active  practice  in  Gowanda  for 
nearly  forty  years,  and  in  1890  he  was  graduated  with  honor  from  the  University  of 
Buffalo  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  In  a  competitive  examination  for  securing  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  he  was  successful  over  several  competitors 
and  served  in  that  hospital  one  year.  Upon  beginning  practice  he  associated  him- 
self with  Dr.  D.  W.  Harrington  of  1430  Main  street,  which  connection  still  con- 
tinues.   Dr.  Johnson  has  built  up  an  extensive  practice  for  a  man  so  young,  and 
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has  apparently  a  bright  future  in  the  profession.  He  first  located  on  Jefferson 
street  and  thence  removed  to  his  present  location  on  East  Uitca  street.  He  is  a 
32d  degree  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Hiram  Lodge  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Buffalo  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T.,  Buffalo  Consis- 
tory, and  the  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lake  Erie  Medical  Society,  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  June  19,  1895, 
he  married  Jessie  B.,  daughter  of  George  T.  Anderson  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  form- 
erly of  Buffalo. 

Koehler  &  Randle,  Buffalo. — Edward  F.  Koehler,  son  of  John  C.  and  Carolina 
(Miller)  Koehler,  was  born  in  Buffalo  October  23,  1863.  He  attended  the  public  school, 
and  St.  Canisius  College,  and  after  leaving  school  learned  the  lithographer's  trade, 
in  which  he  continued  for  fourteen  years.  At  the  death  of  his  father  in  1890  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  and  associated  himself  with  George  M.  Randle.  In  October, 
1890,  he  married  Margaret  Randle  of  Buffalo.  George  M.  Randle  is  a  native  of  Buf- 
falo, where  he  has  resided  since  his  birth,  July  2,  1863.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Dusen)  Randle.  Mr.  Randle  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and  was  variously  employed  until  1890, 
when  the  present  firm  of  Koehler  &  R.andle  was  formed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  October,  1885,  he  married  Barbara  Shaefer,  of  Buffalo.  The 
firm  of  Koehler  &  Randle  are  large  manufacturers  of  trusses,  shoulder  braces,  etc. 
The  business  was  established  in  1863  by  John  C.  Koehler,  father  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  present  firm. 

Meyer,  Henry,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  representative  builders  of  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of 
Germany.  He  was  educated  in  Hanover,  and  came  from  Germany  to  this  country 
in  1860,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  found  employment  with 
Hersee  &  Co.  as  a  cabinet  maker,  and  within  two  years  was  made  foreman  of  their 
shop.  The  business  was  afterwards  purchased  by  Weller,  Brown  &  Messmer,  and 
Mr.  Myer  was  installed  as  nianager,  being  placed  in  charge  of  many  important  con- 
tracts, such  as  work  on  the  capitol  at  Albany,  the  Stillman  Hotel  in  Cleveland,  sev- 
eral fine  residences  in  New  York  city,  etc.  Many  of  the  finest  residences  in  Buffalo 
have  been  completed  under  his  supervision.  The  present  firm  of  Metz  &  Meyer  was 
formed  in  1882  Since  then,  by  energy,  sagacity,  and  honorable  methods,  an  exten- 
sive business  has  been  built  up.  Mr.  Meyer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Henrietta 
Menge,  of  Buffalo,  in  May,  1869.  They  have  seven  children:  Henry  C,  Carrie, 
Albert,  Hattie,  Hulda,  Minnie  and  Clara. 

Ransom,  Charles  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Dr.  David  and  Martha  A.  (Towne)  Ransom, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  20,  1868.  Dr.  David  Ransom  removed  to  Buf- 
falo from  Earlville,  N.  Y.,  in  1866,  bringing  with  him  a  large  proprietary  medicine 
business,  which  he  had  founded  in  1846,  and  which  he  conducted  until  his  death 
December  12,  1872.  Charles  M.  Ransom  had  the  advantages  of  a  classical  education, 
receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  from  Williams  College  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  in  1890. 
He  then  entered  the  establishment  of  D.  Ransom,  Son  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  med- 
icines, and  later  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm.  Mr.  Ransom  is  a  member 
of  the  Saturn,  Country  and  Buffalo  Clubs,  and  inspector  of  rifle  practice  on  General 
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Doyle's  staff  He  was  married  November  2,  1892,  to  Carrie  Lucile  Gorton,  of  Buffa- 
lo, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Margaret. 

Florian,  Gustavus  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Peter  J.  and  Barbara  (Drummer)  Florian,  is 
a  native  of  Erie  county,  born  in  Hamburg,  May  9,  1864.  His  parents  removed  to 
Buffalo  when  he  was  an  infant,  and  he  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
at  St.  Canisius  College,  and  at  St.  Joseph's  College.  He  then  engaged  in  various 
mercantile  pursuits  until  1888,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  grocery  business  which  was 
established  by  Florian  Brothers.  Mr.  Florian  conducts  one  of  the  largest  retail 
grocery  houses  in  his  section  of  the  city.  The  store,  which  is  located  at  454  Seventh 
street,  is  divided  into  two  distinct  departments,  one  being  set  aside  for  meats,  and 
the  other  for  groceries.    He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A. 

Stoll,  Daniel  H.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  May  5,  1865.  In  1871  his 
parents,  John  and  Otilla  (Haemmer)  Stoll,  came  to  America,  locating  in  Lockport, 
N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Stoll  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  In  1885  he  came  to  Buf- 
falo and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Niagara  Stamping  and  Tool  Company.  Several 
of  the  employees  of  this  firm  afterwards  formed  a  stock  company,  called  the  Stark 
Machine  and  Tool  Company,  Mr.  Stoll  becoming  one  of  the  stockholders.  This 
company  was  very  successful  until  the  financial  panic  of  1893,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued and  the  plant  purchased  by  the  West  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  Mr. 
Stoll  is  a  stockholder.  This  concern  was  incorporated  in  1896,  Mr.  Stoll  taking  the 
post  of  superintendent.  The  business  of  the  company  consists  principally  of  the 
manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  dies  and  special  machinery  for  working  sheet  metal.  Mr. 
Stoll  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  all  its  branches.  In  1893  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Kaufmann,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children:  Arthur 
C.  and  Nettie. 

Folsom,  Benjamin,  was  born  at  Folsomdale,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  December 
5,  1847,  and  is  the  third  son  of  Benjamin  R,  Folsom  and  Mary  Rathbone.  He  is 
descended  in  a  direct  line  from  John  Folsham  and  Mary  Gilman,  who  came  from 
Norfolk,  England,  in  the  ship  Diligent,  in  1638,  and  settled  in  Hingham,  Mass.  On 
his  mother's  side  he  is  a  descendant  of  the  Robert  Ashley  family  of  Massachusetts. 
His  great-grandfather,  William  Ashley,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  a  more  remote  ancestor,  Aaron  Ashley,  was  an  officer  in  the  Colonial  wars. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather,  Abraham  Folsom,  of  Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  although 
prevented  by  his  religious  principles  from  engaging  in  military  service,  contributed 
liberally  to  the  support  of  the  cause  of  the  Revolution.  At  an  early  age  Benjamin 
Folsom  removed  with  his  parents  to  Attica,  Wyoming  county,  where  his  father  was 
for  many  years  a  very  prominent  citizen,  being  several  times  elected  supervisor  of 
the  town  and  president  of  the  village.  He  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
Attica  Union  School  and  prepared  for  college  at  Wyoming  Academy  and  Genesee 
Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima.  In  1867  he  entered  Rochester  University  and  was 
graduated  with  honors  as  B.  A.  in  1871 ;  a  few  years  later  his  alma  mater  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  A.  After  his  graduation  he  made  a  tour  of  Europe  and 
on  his  return  he  was  retained  on  the  staff  of  the  New  York  World  and  spent  nearly 
two  years  in  journalism.    Coming  to  Buffalo  early  in  1873  he  entered  the  law  office 
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of  Bass  &  Bissell  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1875.  During  the  years 
1876-77  he  was  managing  clerk  in  the  city  attorney's  office,  where  he  gained  much 
experience  in  the  trial  and  argument  of  cases  in  court.  He  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  of  the  law  in  Buffalo  from  1878  to  1885,  when  he  visited  Europe 
for  the  third  time,  spending  the  winter  in  Italy.  Returning  in  1886  he  was  offered 
the  appointment  of  consul  at  Prague  in  Bohemia,  which  he  declined ;  but  later  in 
that  year  he  accepted  the  U.  S.  consulship  at  Sheffield,  England,  and  ably  repre- 
sented our  commercial  interests  at  that  important  post  until  July,  1893,  when  he 
resigned  to  attend  to  his  real  estate  interests  in  the  West.  That  Mr.  Folsom  was  a 
popular  representative  in  Sheffield  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  no  other  consul  there 
has  ever  received  such  elaborate  testimonials  and  banquets  as  were  tendered  him  by 
that  municipality  and  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  that  city  on  his  departure.  Return- 
ing to  America  he  was  married  on  October  11,  1893,  in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  to  Ella 
Blanchard  Howard.  Mr.  Folsom  has  an  office  in  the  White  Building,  Buffalo,  but 
his  time  is  mainly  occupied  in  looking  after  his  real  estate  interests  in  Nebraska  and 
California.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Talbot 
Chapter  Rose  Croix  18°,  Sheffield,  Eng.,  the  University  Club,  and  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Susdorf,  Charles  F.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Amelia  (Miller)  Susdorf, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1850  and  1856  respectively.  He  was 
born  in  New  York  city  April  25,  1859,  and  after  graduating  from  the  Shaw  Private 
Academy  in  1875  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
with  Charles  F.  Schell  &  Co.  until  1880.  He  then  went  South  and  settled  in  Georgia, 
and  while  there  was  made  superintendent  of  the  Glade  Mining  Company.  Return- 
ing to  Buffalo  in  February,  1885,  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  city  treasurer's 
office  until  1891,  when  he  was  appointed  deputy  collector  and  entry  clerk  in  the  cus- 
toms service.  In  1894  he  was  appointed  deputy  city  clerk  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Buffalo,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Susdorf  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Buffalo  Republican  League,  and  the  East  Side  Republican 
League.  September  17,  1887,  he  married  Barbara,  daughter  of  John  Achtiger  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children:  Amelia  D.  and  Frank  C. 

Meyer,  Edward  J.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joseph  O.  and  Mary  E.  (Grissom)  Meyer, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  16,  1869.  He  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  with  honor 
in  1891.  He  then  served  as  house  surgeon  at  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  and 
Fitch  Accident  Hospital,  after  which  he  visited  Scotland  and  entered  the  University 
of  Edinburgh.  Upon  his  return  to  this  country  he  spent  some  time  at  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  and  returned  to  Buffalo  in  1894  to  take  up  active  practice.  Dr. 
Meyer  is  associated  with  the  chair  of  surgery  at  the  University  of  Buffalo ;  is  attend- 
ing physician  to  the  Fitch  Accident  Hospital  and  the  Erie  County  Hospital;  is  con- 
nected with  two  of  the  leading  dispensaries;  and  is  chief  of  clinic  at  the  Buffalo 
General  Hospital.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Buf- 
falo Academy  of  Medicine,  and  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Erie 
Lodge  No.  161.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  October,  1893,  he  married  Sarah  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Charles  Berrick  of  Buffalo. 
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Le  Van,  Clarence  B. ,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  September  23, 
1864,  a  son  of  Daniel  S.  and  Julia  A,  (Lewis)  Le  Van.  He  was  educated  m  the  State 
Normal  School  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.  Y.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  two  years  in  Orleans  and  Niagara  counties,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  and  was  graduated  in  1888 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  After  graduating  he  spent  one  year  in  the  Quarantine 
Hospital.  This  was  during  the  small-pox  epidemic  of  1889.  In  1890  he  began  active 
practice  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the 
Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding  membership  in 
Queen  City  Lodge  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Omega  Lodge  No. 
256,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  November,  1897,  he  married 
Julia  C.  Carmer  of  Buffalo. 

Congdon,  Charles  E.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Ira  W.  and  Livonia  (Smith)  Congdon, 
was  born  in  Middleport,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y. ,  August  15,  1863.  He  obtained  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Clinton  Liberal  Institute  at 
Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.  In  1883  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Drs. 
Gould  and  Meyer,  of  Middleport,  and  matriculated  at  the  Niagara  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1887  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  After  graduating  he  held 
the  position  of  assistant  visiting  physician  at  the  Providence  Retreat  for  five  years 
and  then  went  abroad,  spending  some  time  in  a  special  course  of  study  in  Berlin, 
and  returning  to  Buffalo  in  1895,  thoroughly  equipped  for  practice.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  surgical  work,  and  is  gynecologist  at  the  City  Hospital  for  Women.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  examiners  m  midwifery,  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation, the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  the  Central  New  York  Medical  As- 
sociation, the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and  the  Buffalo  Physicians'  Club,  and  is 
chairman  of  the  section  of  obstetrics  and  gynecology  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of 
Medicine.  In  May,  1884,  he  married  Clare  Cummings,  of  Buffalo.  They  have  two 
children:  Clare  Cummings  and  Homer  Cummings. 

Volker,  Andrew  J.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  H.  and  Christine  (Unbehaun) 
Volker,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1871.  His  father  was  of  Holland  birth 
and  his  mother  a  native  of  Saxony,  They  came  to  America  in  1848  and  settled  in 
Buffalo.  Dr.  Volker  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1888  at  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo, and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M,  D.  in  1892.  He  immediately  began 
practice  in  Buffalo,  locating  at  389  Ellicott  street,  where  he  now  conducts  a  large 
practice.    In  June,  1896,  he  married  Louise,  daughter  of  Louis  Sandmann  of  Buffalo. 

Westinghouse,  George  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  H.  and  Harriet  J.  (Tay- 
lor) Westinghouse,  was  born  at  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y.,  December  21,  1860.  He  ob- 
tained his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Union  School  in 
Salamanca,  N.  Y. ,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1877.  In  1883  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  Universtity  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  with 
honors  in  the  class  of  1886.  Immediately  after  graduation  he  began  his  present  prac- 
tice in  Buffalo.  Dr.  Westinghouse  has  served  as  a  district  health  physician,  having 
passed  the  civil  service  examinations  and  being  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medi- 
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cine,  the  1.  C.  I.  and  S.  A.  societies  of  Buffalo  University,  and  De  Molay  Lodge  No. 
498,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  February,  1889,  he  married  Eva  L.,  daughter  of  Simon  P. 
Greene,  of  Buffalo.    They  have  three  sons:   Ralph  W.,  Arthur  L.  and  Clarence  D. 

Mooney,  James  J.,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  4,  1865,  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (O'Neill)  Mooney.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  St. 
Joseph's  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879.  He  then  engaged  in  various 
mercantile  pursuits  until  1885,  when  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  Niagara 
University  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1890.  He  at  once  opened 
a  practice  at  his  present  location  at  443  Niagara  street. 

Thornton,  William  H.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  June  28, 
1857.  He  attended  the  Watertown  High  School,  Hale's  Scientific  School  at  Roches- 
ter, and  the  University  of  Rochester,  from  which  institution  he  received  the  degrees 
of  A.  B.  and  A.  M,  In  1883  he  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Buf- 
falo University  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  immediately  afterward  began  prac- 
tice in  Buffalo,  first  locating  at  Fargo  avenue  and  thence  removing  to  his  present 
location  at  572  Niagara  street.  Dr.  Thornton  was  secretary  of  the  Erie  County 
Medical  Society  for  five  years,  and  has  been  secretary  of  the  western  branch  of  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Association  for  the  last  twelve  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity  of  Buffalo  L^niversity,  the  University  Club  and 
the  Buffalo  Medical  Club.  In  November,  1886,  he  married  Donna  Eloise  Taylor 
(deceased)  of  Orchard  Park,  N.  Y.  Four  children  were  born  to  them:  Marie,  Irving 
F.,  Alice  L.  and  Louis  B. 

Beals,  Edward  Preble,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  W.  and  Julia  (Rumney)  Beals,  was 
born  in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1821,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo 
in  1826.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  a  lieutenant  in  Captain  Popkin's  company 
of  the  Massachusetts  line  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr,  Beals  attended  the  public 
and  private  schools,  the  Buffalo  Military  Academy  and  the  academy  at  Canandai- 
gua, and  in  1836  entered  the  hardware  store  of  Samuel  F.  Pratt  as  a  clerk.  In  1846 
he  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  the  business,  which  was  moved  in  1850  from  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Swan  streets  to  the  Terrace.  The  firm  of  Pratt  &  Co.  continued 
from  1846  to  1886,  when  it  became  Beals  &  Brown.  Samuel  F.  Pratt  died  in  1872 
and  David  E.  Brown  in  1892,  and  in  1893  the  present  firm  of  Beals  &  Co. ,  consisting 
of  Edward  P.  Beals  and  his  son,  Pascal  P.,  and  William  R.  Gass,  was  organized. 
This  is  one  of  the  oldest  wholesale  and  retail  hardware  houses  in  Western  New 
York,  and  has  always  been  a  leader  in  the  business.  Mr.  Beals  is  a  man  widely  re- 
spected and  esteemed,  and  during  a  long  and  useful  career  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. He  has  been  connected  with  the  North  Presbyterian  church  since  1848,  and 
is  also  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank.  In  1848  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Lorenz  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  who  died  in  1886,  leaving  one  son  and  four  daughters; 
Katharine  L.,  Pascal  P.,  Mary  L.,  Julia  L.  and  Grace  R. 

Beals,  Pascal  Pratt,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  Edward  P.  and  Mary  (Lorenz)  Beals,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  31,  1850,  attended  the  private  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  was  graduated  from  Yale  University  in  the  class  of  1872.    With  the  exception 
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of  a  few  years,  he  spent  his  active  Hfe  in  the  hardware  business,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  firm  of  Beals  &  Co.  in  189B.  He  was  actively  connected  with  the 
National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  York  from  1879  to  1892,  rising  to  the  rank  of 
colonel,  which  commission  he  still  holds.  At  one  time  he  was  a  director  of  the  Buf- 
falo Library,  and  at  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  and  Ellicott  Clubs  of  Buf- 
falo and  of  the  United  Service  Club  of  New  York  city. 

O' Grady,  Daniel,  Buffalo,  the  first  deputy  excise  commissioner  of  Bufi^alo  under 
the  new  State  law,  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  February  17,  1861,  received  a 
public  school  education,  and  was  graduated  from  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  Col- 
lege. For  five  years  he  was  a  clerk  in  his  father's  clothing  store  and  for  seven  years 
was  a  traveling  salesman  for  H.  S.  Warner,  manufacturer  of  safes.  In  1885  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  established  himself  in  the  grocery  business  at  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Bailey  avenue,  where  he  built  up  a  large  and  successful  trade.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  aprominet  Republican,  serving  as  district  and  general  com- 
mitteeman, and  on  April  11,  1896,  was  appointed  by  State  Excise  Commissioner  H. 
H.  Lyman  to  the  office  of  deputy  excise  commissioner  of  Buffalo  under  the  new 
"  Raines"  law,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks,  the  Red 
Men,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Buffalo  Republican  League,  and  is  a  man 
widely  known  and  esteemed.  January  30,  1881,  he  married  Elizabeth  Maloney,  of 
Spencerport,  N.  Y. 

Baiber,  Albert,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Hannah  (Bassett)  Barber,  was  born 
in  Salem  county,  N.  J.,  January  8,  1865,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.  After  leaving  school  in  1881  he 
connected  himself  with  the  firm  of  John  B.  Ellison  &  Sons,  dealers  in  woolens,  of 
Philadelphia,  with  whom  he  has  remained  ever  since,  coming  to  Buffalo  to  take 
charge  of  their  local  office  m  1895.  Mr.  Barber  is  a  thorough  business  man  as  the 
relations  he  has  so  long  sustained  abundantly  proves.  He  is  a  member  of  Trimble 
Lodge  No.  117,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Chosen  Friends  Lodge  No.  29,  L  O.  O.  F.,  both  of 
Camden,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  married  March  16,  1887,  to  Margaret  Kates,  of  that 
city. 

Watkins,  Francis  L.,  M.  D.,  Buft'alo,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  ob- 
tained his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  afterwards 
attending  the  State  University  of  Alabama,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1885, 
receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In  1888  he  attended  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  in  1891  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo.  He  stood  well  in  his  class,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  ever  graduated 
from  that  institution,  and  he  had  the  respect  of  all  his  associates.  In  May,  1891,  Dr. 
Watkins  began  practice  in  Buffalo,  and  has  since  become  one  of  the  leading  and  suc- 
cessful physicians  of  the  city.  He  is  the  only  colored  physican  in  Buffalo,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  surgery  and  skin  diseases.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County 
Medical  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Microscopical  Society. 

Whittet,  Joseph  L. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1852,  received  a 
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public  school  education,  and  in  1868  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  George 
Bailey,  dealer  in  railway  supplies,  with  whom  he  remained  fourteen  years.  He  was 
then  an  exammer  in  the  State  Insurance  Department  at  Albany,  under  Superinten- 
dent Charles  G.  Fairman,  for  four  years,  and  afterward  conducted  the  Wellsboro 
(Pa.)  Advocate  for  two  years  in  company  with  Mr.  Fairman.  In  February,  1887,  he 
returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer  in  engineers'  supplies, 
wrought  iron  pipe  and  fittings,  etc.,  buying  out  the  establishment  of  E.  G.  Felt- 
housen.  A  little  later  he  organized  the  present  firm  of  Whittet,  Barrett  &  Co.  Mr. 
Whittet  is  an  able  and  progressive  business  man,  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and 
widely  known  and  respected.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  serv- 
ing in  the  Assembly  during  the  sessions  of  1894  and  1895.  In  1880  he  married  Miss 
Hattie  Boughton  Fairman,  daughter  of  Charles  G.  Fairman,  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Elmira  Advertiser.    They  have  one  son,  Charles  Fairman  Whittet. 

Shea,  Thomas,  Buffalo,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Griffin)  Shea,  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  Canada  in  1850.  Mr.  Shea  was  born  in  St.  Catharine's,  Ontario,  No- 
vember 7,  1861,  and  in  1862  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  He  served  a  five 
years'  apprenticeship  in  the  rolling  mills  of  the  Union  Iron  Works,  and  in  1882 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business  on  his  own  account.  On  the  completion  of  the  Elli- 
cott  Square  building  in  May,  1896,  he  removed  to  his  present  spacious  and  elegant 
quarters  in  that  structure,  where  he  has  one  of  the  handsomest  buffets  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Shea  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  November,  1888,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Morrissey,  of  Buffalo,  who  died  February  23,  1897,  leaving  three  children:  Thomas, 
jr.,  Mary  Victoria,  and  Agnes. 

Hager,  Edward  M. ,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1842  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  in  1854.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  German  schools  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  Buffalo.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
E,  68th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war.  In  the  battles  of  Gettys- 
burg and  Chancellorsville  he  was  a  color  bearer.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  visited 
Germany  and  upon  his  return  to  Buffalo  in  1865  worked  in  the  New  York  Central 
car  shops  for  some  time.  Afterward  he  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  business  at 
the  corner  of  William  and  Adams  streets.  In  1868  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Joseph  Klaus  and  engaged  in  contracting.  In  1871  this  partnership  was  dissolved, 
Mr.  Hager  continuing  the  business.  In  1880  he  became  connected  with  A.  R.  Clark 
and  John  Feist  in  a  planing  mill,  which  they  conducted  until  1887,  when  Mr.  Clark 
retired  and  Messrs.  Hager  and  Feist  formed  a  partnership  for  the  conduct  of  the 
planing  mill  and  a  general  contract  business  In  1893  Mr.  Feist  retired  and  the  pres- 
ent firm  of  G.  M.  Hager  &  Sons  was  formed.  Mr.  Hager  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M. 
B.  A.  On  April  17,  1866,  he  married  Ottilia  Dorscheid,  of  Buffalo.  They  have  five 
children:  August  C. ,  George  J..  Ottilia,  Caroline  and  Edward  J. 

Timpson,  Thomas  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  H.  and  Mary  H.  (Foster)  Timpson,  was 
born  in  New  York  city,  August  27,  1847.  He  was  first  employed  in  a  stock  broker's 
office,  where  he  remained  three  years.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  165th  N.  Y. 
Vols.,  and  served  his  country  faithfully  until  the  end  of  the  war.    In  1866  he  en- 
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tered  the  service  of  the  Northern  Transportation  Company,  and  from  September  1 , 
1868,  until  1878,  he  was  with  the  White  Line  (fast  freight).  From  1878  to  1881  he 
was  general  eastern  agent  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railroad;  from  1881-82 
he  was  eastern  freight  agent  for  the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  &  Indian- 
apolis and  the  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroads;  August  1,  1891,  he  became  east- 
ern passenger  agent  for  the  same  road  at  Buffalo;  from  August  1,  1891,  to  December 
1.  1892,  he  was  also  eastern  passenger  agent  for  the  Toledo,  St.  Louis  &  Kansas  City- 
Railroad;  from  December  1,  1892,  to  May  1,  1896,  he  was  eastern  passenger  agent 
for  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad;  and  from  May  1,  1896,  to  date, 
he  has  been  general  eastern  agent  for  that  road.  He  is  a  member  of  Bidwell-Wilke- 
son  Post  No.  9,  Dept.  of  N.  Y.,  G.  A.  R.  In  November,  1871,  he  married  Mary  H., 
daughter  of  Jonathan  B.  Foster,  of  New  York  city,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Florence  E. 

Mier,  Adolph  R.,  Buffalo,  proprietor  of  the  Buffalo  Gymnasium,  is  a  son  of  Fred- 
erick and  Jane  (Scholhass)  Mier,  and  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  July  13,  1866. 
His  parents  came  to  this  country  in  1872  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Mier  was  for  three  years  a  teacher  of  gymnas- 
tics at  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  for  five  years  instructor  at  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  He  then  organized  the  Buffalo  Gymnasium,  of  which  he  is 
now  proprietor.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  fencing  and  single  stick.  He  is  also  in- 
structor at  the  Rambler  Bicycle  Club  and  the  Young  Men's  Club  at  Canisius  College. 
Mr.  Mier's  father  was  personally  acquainted  with  Franz  Listz  and  Richard  Wagner, 
two  of  the  most  noted  composers  of  music  in  the  world,  and  is  in  possession  of  a  por- 
trait of  Listz  that  was  presented  to  him  a  number  of  years  ago.  On  March  1,  1886, 
Mr.  Mier  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Sandker  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Mabel. 

Beecher,  Menzer  J.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Fremont,  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.  His 
rst  schooling  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  he  finished 
his  education  in  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima.  He  then  went  to  Hor- 
nellsville,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1884  Mr. 
Beecher  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  in  1891  the  present  firm  of  Cook  &  Beecher  was 
formed.  Since  that  time  this  firm  has  constructed  nearly  200  houses  and  churches. 
In  addition  to  general  contract  work  they  also  conduct  a  real  estate  and  insurance 
business.  Mr.  Beecher  is  an  architect  of  considerable  ability  and  plans  most  of  the 
buildings  which  are  erected  by  the  firm.  He  is  a  member  of  Mizpah  Lodge,  No.  518, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  In  September,  1891,  he  married  Nellie  W.,  daughter  of  George  Rock- 
well, of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  Bernice  E.,  M.  Carlton,  and  Thelma 
E.  Mr.  Beecher  is  directly  related  to  the  late  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  the 
eminent  divine,  and  to  his  sister,  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe. 

Enos  &  Sanderson  Company,  The,  Incorporated,  Buffalo,  George  E.  Enos,  Presi- 
dent, and  Charles  H.  Sanderson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. — George  E.  Enos  was 
born  in  Genesee,  Wis..  January  25,  1860.  In  1871  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  upon  leaving  was  engaged  as  a  bookkeeper,  subse- 
quently obtaining  employment  in  the  carriage  hardware  business  of  Fowler  &  Sons, 
in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  several  years.    In  1895  he  engaged  in  his  present 
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business.  Charles  H.  Sanderson,  son  of  Lyman  and  Sylvia  (Altenburg)  Sanderson, 
was  born  in  Bennington,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  November  2,  1851.  He  obtained 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  in  the  Union  School  at  Attica, 
and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  in  Buffalo.  He  was  variousl}'  employed 
until  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  obtained  employment  with  Fowler  & 
Sons  in  the  capacity  of  salesman  and  traveling  agent,  remaining  twenty- three  years. 
In  September,  1873,  he  married  Grace  E.,  daughter  of  Timothy  G.  Grannis,  of 
Darien,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. ,  and  they  have  two  children:  Alice  S.  and  Gordon 
K.  The  Enos  &  Sanderson  Company  is  among  the  leading  dealers  in  iron,  steel, 
horse  shoers'  supplies  and  hardware  in  Buffalo.  Its  location  is  on  Ellicott  street, 
near  Swan,  where  it  occupies  three  floors,  40  by  100  feet.  The  company  was  estab- 
lished in  1895  and  was  incorporated  the  same  year.  Although  new,  it  is  enjoying  a 
liberal  and  constantly  increasing  share  of  the  patronage  of  the  trade. 

Irr,  Eugene,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  in  1843.  He  received  an  excel- 
lent education  and  ranks  to  day  as  one  of  the  cultured  men  of  Buffalo.  He  came  to 
America  in  1869,  remained  a  short  time  with  his  uncle  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county, 
and  then  engaged  in  business  in  Buffalo  with  Uebelhoer  &  Schreiner,  lumber  deal- 
ers, and  later  with  George  Zimmerman  in  the  same  line.  He  was  engaged  as  a 
teacher  for  some  time,  giving  private  lessons  in  French  in  Hamburg,  Alden,  and 
Williamsville.  In  1880  he  entered  the  employ  of  F.  X.  Kaltenbach,  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  a  collector.  He  was  also  connected  with  George  Rochevot  and  Gerhard 
Lang,  and  then  became  a  stockholder  and  manager  of  the  Gambrinus  Brewing  Com- 
pany. He  is  now  connected  with  the  Iroquois  Brewing  Company.  Mr.  Irr  possesses 
talents  of  a  high  order,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  business  circles.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  C.  B.  F.  In  November,  1865,  he  married  Louise 
Lang,  of  Alsace,  France.  They  have  four  children :  Desire  A.,  Gilbert  M.,  Julia, 
and  Eugene  J. 

Cool  &  Bridgeman,  Buffalo. — Christopher  Cool,  son  of  Powell  and  Lydia  (Carlisle) 
Cool,  was  born  in  Miami  county,  Ind.,  October  9,  1842.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1891,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  He 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  M.  Halleck  as  a  bookkeeper  and  later  filled  the  same  posi- 
tion for  Crandall  &  Co.,  horse  dealers  at  the  East  Buffalo  stock  yards.  In  1895  he 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Lafayette  Bridgeman  for  the  conduct  of  a  boarding 
and  feed  business,  which  they  still  continue.  In  March  1868,  he  married  Sarah  A. 
Murden,  of  Miami  county,  Ind.  They  have  one  son,  Ulysses M.  Mr.  Cool  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Buffalo  Council,  No.  66,  Royal  Arcanum.  Lafayette  Bridgeman,  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  is  a  native  of  Elma,  Erie  county.  He  was  born  December  14,  1852, 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1879, 
when  he  came  to  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  of  Cazenovia 
Lodge  No.  341,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  February,  1874,  he  married  Mary  J.  Dunham,  of 
Elma.  The  firm  of  Cool  &  Bridgeman  is  doing  a  large  boarding  stable  business  on 
Michigan  street.  The  business  was  established  in  1890  by  Eldridge  &  Chillcot,  who 
were  succeeded  by  the  present  firm  in  1895. 

Gardiner,  Harry  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Angelica,  Allegany  count}'-, 
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N.  Y.,  June  9,  1862.  His  parents  were  Daniel  D.  and  Julia  L.  (Porter)  Gardiner ; 
the  former  was  for  thirty-nine  years  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Allegany,  dying  in 
February,  1893.  Mr.  Gardiner  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Roch- 
ester Business  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1882.  After  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  for  several  months  by  H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.,  as  a  traveling 
salesman,  later  was  connected  with  a  wholesale  furniture  house,  and  for  two  years 
was  inspector  of  construction  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  In  the  spring  of  1892 
he  entered  the  service  of  Cockburn  Brothers,  concrete  contractors,  of  Buffalo,  and 
two  years  later  became  a  partner  in  the  business.  In  November,  1890,  Mr.  Gardiner 
married  Cora  M.  Bronner,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Daniel  D. 

Stark,  William  A.,  Buffalo,  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents  having  come  to  this 
country  from  Germany  in  1860,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  born,  June  15,  1867. 
He  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  and  at  an  early  age  began 
business.  In  1888  he  established  himself  in  the  awning  business  at  205  Main  street, 
which  he  continued  until  1895,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  William  F. 
Keyser,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Stark  Awning  Company,  locating  at  873  Main 
street,  where  they  now  conduct  a  large  manufactory  for  the  production  of  canvas 
goods  of  every  description.  Mr.  Stark  is  a  member  of  Harmonic  Lodge  No.  699, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  June  25,  1891,  he  married  Christina  Kroen- 
berg  of  Buffalo ;  they  have  one  daughter,  Charlotte. 

Pease,  Francis  Stebens,  Buffalo,  founder  of  the  business  now  conducted  b}'-  the  F. 
S.  Pease  Oil  Company,  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  December  22,  1822,  and  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1837.  In  1838  he  went  east  and  took  up  the  study  of  chemistry,  re- 
maining until  1848,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  a  small  way  in  the 
manufacture  of  lubricating  oils,  He  gradually  increased  the  business  till  it  became 
the  largest  and  most  important  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  and  successfully  continued  it 
until  his  death,  November  6,  1890.  Since  then  his  widow  has  managed  it  with  the 
same  energy  and  devotion.  In  1862  a  prize  medal  was  awarded  the  Pease  product 
at  the  London  Exposition,  and  afterward  similar  prizes  were  won  at  Paris,  Vienna, 
Santiago  and  Philadelphia.  During  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876  he  won 
special  distinction,  all  the  machinery,  including  about  three  miles  of  shafting  and 
20,000  journals  and  bearings,  being  run  with  his  improved  oils.  In  his  youth  Mr. 
Pease  was  a  student  of  Professor  Silliman  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  who,  at  this  ex- 
position, complimented  him  on  his  wonderful  advancement,  acknowledging  that  he 
had  gone  deeper  into  the  study  of  these  special  products,  and  adding  "  I  am  now 
your  pupil."  Mr.  Pease  also  won  prominence  as  an  inventor,  originating  among 
other  appliances  a  raking  platform  for  harvesting  machines,  a  compound  repeating 
and  printing  telegraph  instrument,  cast  iron  movable  teeth  for  reapers  and  mowers, 
an  aeolian  attachment  for  the  guitar,  and  a  device  for  testing  oil  by  electricit}^  He 
was  a  man  of  great  energy,  force  of  character  and  perseverance,  and  as  a  citizen 
was  highly  esteemed  and  respected.  He  was  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  105, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  American  Society  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and 
an  original  contributor  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  was  prom- 
inent in  all  movements  for  the  advancement  of  science  and  art,  opening  over  his 
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store  the  first  art  gallery  in  Buffalo  free  for  all  students  in  art  and  taking  special  in- 
terest in  the  education  of  medical  students,  giving  them  the  free  use  of  his  own 
valuable  microscopical  instruments  and  aiding  them  and  others  in  securing  outfits 
for  microscopical  study.  He  did  more  than  any  other  one  man  in  his  day  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  Buffalo  and  spread  its  natural  advantages  before  the  world. 
Prof.  Charles  Chandler  of  Columbia  College  invited  him  to  make  a  collection  of  oils 
for  that  institution,  and  afterward  he  made  similar  collections  for  various  universi- 
ties and  museums  in  this  country  and  abroad,  including  one  for  the  National 
Museum  at  Washington.  In  1845  he  married  Lucretia  Goodale  of  Buffalo,  and  after 
her  death  he  married,  on  May  7,  1885,  A.  de  Etta  Bloodgood  of  New  York  city,  who 
successfully  continues  the  business. 

Clapp,  Cassius  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Phoebe  (Beal)  Clapp,  natives  of  New 
Castle,  Me.,  and  Eastern  Massachusetts,  respectively,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Can- 
ton, Norfolk  county,  Mass.,  February  23,  1853.  Mr.  Clapp  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  at  Stoughtonham  Institute  in  his  native  State,  and  obtained  his  first 
business  experience  as  a  clerk  in  a  country  store,  after  which  he  became  a  clerk  in 
the  retail  shoe  business  near  Boston,  later  engaged  in  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe 
trade  in  Boston.  In  December,  1873,  Mr.  Clapp  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  on  his 
own  account,  locatmgin  Marlboro,  Mass.,  and  afterward  established  stores  in  various 
cities  in  that  State  and  New  York,  gaining  a  reputation  which  still  wields  a  power  in 
the  shoe  trade.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  at  Brockton,  Mass. 
In  June,  1892,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  incorporated  the  C.  M.  Clapp  Co.,  and  opened 
what  was  then  considered  one  of  the  finest  and  handsomest  shoe  stores  in  the  United 
States,  if  not  m  the  world.  In  June,  1897,  he  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  business 
to  accept  the  management  of  the  Buffalo  office  of  the  Depew  Syndicate,  which  was 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  development  and  growth  of  Depew, 
which  apparently  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  foremost  manufacturing  cities  and 
railroad  centers  in  the  country.  Mr.  Clapp's  wide  experience  eminently  fits  him  for 
this  responsible  position.  In  June,  1888,  he  married  Mary  B.  Booth,  of  Bmghamton, 
N.  Y.  She  died  in  August,  1889,  and  in  June,  1892,  he  married  Ella  G.  Chamber 
lain,  of  Franklin,  N.  Y. 

Loverin,  Fred  Harvey,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jonathan  L.  and  Roxana  E.  (Todd)  Loverin, 
was  born  in  New  London,  N.  H.,  October  18,  1865,  and  on  both  sides  descends  from 
old  New  England  families.  Two  of  his  ancestors,  Jonathan  and  Theophilus  Loverin, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  another,  Oilman  Loverin,  was  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Mr.  Loverin  removed  with  his  parents  in  1874  to  Tilton,  N.  H.,  where  he 
remained  four  and  one-half  3^ears  at  the  New  Hampshire  Conference  Seminary,  pur- 
suing special  courses  in  science  and  mathematics.  On  leaving  that  institution  he 
entered  successively  the  employ  of  Daniel  Page,  of  Tilton,  and  Giddings  &  Son,  of 
Boston,  both  prominent  contractors,  and  finally  the  office  of  Damon  Brothers,  of 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  for  the  study  of  architecture,  which  he  continued  there  for  about 
three  years.  Later  he  spent  some  time  with  F.  S.  Newman,  architect,  of  Spring- 
field, and  in  1888  came  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  Charles  D. 
Swan.  About  four  years  afterward  he  opened  an  office  for  himself  for  the  general 
practice  of  architecture,  and  on  February  10,  1895,  with  Frederick  A.  Whelan,  he 
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formed  the  present  firm  of  Loverin  &  Whelan.  Mr.  Loverin  has  already  achieved 
promience  as  an  able  architect.  Among  the  numerous  buildings  in  which  he  has 
been  interested  as  designer  are  the  Parkside  Baptist  church;  the  residence  and 
studio  of  E.  F.  Hall;  the  Lenox,  Berkeley,  La  Salle,  Valois,  Algonquin,  and  Hudson 
apartment  houses;  and  fine  dwellings  and  other  structures.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Delaware  Avenue  M.  E.  church,  and  for  eight  years  has  been  actively  identified 
with  its  Sunday  school.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects,  and  vice-president  of  the  Sanitory  Club.  November  7,  1893, 
he  married  Charlotte  Louise  Calef,  of  Lowell.  Mass.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Mait- 
land  Calef  Loverin,  born  December  1,  1894. 

Luippold,  Henry,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  M.  and  Johanna  (Trier)  Luippold,  is  a  native 
of  Buffalo,  born  in  the  old  Fifth  ward,  on  March  12,  1872.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  1888  entered  the  employ  of  Fischer,  Klaus  &  Luippold  as  a 
salesman.  In  1895  he  became  a  member  of  the  same  firm.  Mr.  Luippold  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  lumber  and  planing-mill  business  and  has  acquired 
a  large  experience.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  parents  having  immigrated  from 
Germany  in  1843,  settling  in  Buffalo. 

Sloan,  Samuel  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Young)  Sloan,  natives  of 
Ireland,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  30,  1858,  and  received  a  public  and 
high  school  education.  His  father  came  on  horseback  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Buf- 
falo in  1835,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  Mr.  Sloan  first  entered  his  father's  grocery  store  as  an  errand  boy. 
In  1879  he  engaged  in  the  business  for  himself,  and  on  January  1,  1893,  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  W.  G.  and  J.  E.  Schadler;  in  1895  he  purchased  the  interest  of  W. 
G.  Schadler  and  continued  in  trade  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  M.  Sloan  &  Co.  until 
September,  1897,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  father,  Alexander  Sloan  and  J.  E.  Schadler. 
Mr.  Sloan  is  now  engaged  in  the  excursion  boat  business,  being  a  stockholder  in  the 
steamers  Puritan,  Shrewsbury,  and  Vision.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Harbor 
Tug  Pilots  Association,  and  is  popular  and  highly  respected  in  both  social  and  com- 
mercial circles. 

Selkirk,  Henry  B.,  Buffalo,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Queen  City  Abstract 
Company,  is  the  son  of  George  H.  Selkirk,  the  present  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners,  and  of  Emily  S.  Peabody,  his  wife.  His  grandfather,  John  H.  Sel- 
kirk, was  an  early  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  architect  of  Buffalo,  where  his 
father,  George  H.,  was  born  in  1835.  Mr.  Selkirk  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 18,  1873,  and  had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  graduating  from  the  Buf- 
faly  High  School  in  the  class  of  1890.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  County 
Guarantied  Search  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  until  March,  1896,  when  he 
resigned  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  the  Queen  City  Abstract  Company,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  the  secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Selkirk  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Library,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  and  the  Otewega  Club. 

Thiringer,  Frank  E.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wales,  Erie  county,  Octo- 
ber 25,  1867,  a  son  of  George  and  Dora  (Camerer)  Thiringer,  natives  of  Germany, 


492 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


who  emigrated  to  America  in  1847  and  settled  in  Erie  county.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  en- 
tered the  grocery  establishment  of  Thomas  Connell.  At  the  expiration  of  three 
years  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business.  This  copartnership  continued  for  two 
years,  at  which  time  he  purchased  Mr.  Connell' s  interest  and  has  since  conducted 
the  business  alone.  Mr.  Thiringer  conducts  two  stores:  one  at  98  Eagle  street,  and 
the  other  at  250  Eagle  street,  and  in  addition  to  the  grocery  business  deals  exten- 
sively in  coal  and  wood.  In  November,  1894,  he  married  Emma  E.,  daughter  of 
James  Cliff,  of  Birmingham  England.    They  have  one  son,  Edward  G. 

Wilson,  David  M.,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Rev.  James  M.  Wilson.  M.  D.,  and 
Amy  Smith,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  October  20,  1868.  At  an  early 
age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  received  his  elementary 
education.  In  1887  he  was  graduated  from  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute, 
and  then  began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  the  office  of  Drs.  E.  A,  Mayer  &  Son,  of 
Owego,  Tioga  country,  N.  Y.  He  entered  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery 
and  was  graduated  in  1892.  In  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  848  Niagara  street,  where  he  has  since  built 
up  an  extensive  professional  connection.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  City  Den- 
tal Association. 

Winkler,  Ferdinand  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Stargard,  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
January  31,  1848,  a  son  of  George  and  Sophia  (Lackman)  Winkler,  who  came  to 
America  in  1855,  settling  in  Buffalo.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Buffalo,  and  then  removed  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  the  service  of 
William  Fischer,  who  was  engaged  in  the  crockery  and  earthenware  business.  Sub- 
sequently he  learned  the  pattern  and  model  making  trade,  at  which  he  worked  six 
years.  In  1888  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  crockery  business  on  his 
own  account,  locating  on  Genesee  street,  where  he  now  successfully  conducts  a  large 
establishment.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Jobbers  of  Crockery  Association. 

Ulrich,  Louis  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Weber)  Ulrich,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  October  6,  1844.  After  obtaining  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  he 
served  seven  years  at  the  machmist's  trade  with  Edward  Sniggs.  He  was  then 
employed  by  John  H.  Knepper  &  Sons  as  a  bookkeeper  and  collector  for  five  years. 
After  leaving  this  position  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Joseph  Max  for  the  con- 
duct of  a  retail  hat,  shoe,  and  furnishing  goods  business,  locating  at  148-150  Genesee 
street,  under  the  firm  name  of  L.  J.  Ulrich  &  Co.  Mr.  Ulrich  is  a  member  of  Mo- 
destia  Lodge,  No.  340,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Omega  Lodge,  No.  259,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  I.  O.  O.  I., 
and  a  number  of  social  clubs.  October  6,  1897,  he  married  Emma,  daughter  of  Louis 
Kranichfield,  of  Buffalo. 

Heiser,  William,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Hahn)  Heiser,  who 
came  to  Buffalo  from  Prussia,  Germany,  in  1834.  Henry  Heiser  was  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Heiser  Brothers,  proprietors  of  a  brewery  on  Seneca  street, 
near  Michigan.  He  finally  moved  with  his  family  to  a  farm  in  West  Seneca,  where 
he  died.    William  Heiser  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  7,  1839,  received  a 
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public  school  education,  and  learned  the  trade  of  machinist  with  Frank  Collignon. 
He  was  afterward  connected  with  the  Shepard  (now  the  King)  Iron  Works,  having 
charge  of  the  brass  finishing  shop  for  a  short  time.  In  fl865  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  John  A.  Barth,  as  Barth  &  Heiser,  and  established  his  present  machine 
shop,  of  which  he  has  been  sole  owner  since  1868.  Since  1873  he  has  been  located  at 
116  Clinton  street,  conducting  a  general  machine  and  jobbing  business.  Mr.  Heiser 
has  a  wide  reputation  for  skill  and  ability,  both  as  a  machinist  and  business  man, 
and  as  a  citizen  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed.  He  has  long  been  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Saengerbund,  and  since  about  1891 
has  been  a  trustee  of  the  German  Lutheran  Orphan  Home.  In  politics  he  is, a  Re- 
publican. In  1868  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Andrew  Grass,  of  Buffalo,  and 
their  children  are  Albert  G.,  George  A.,  and  Margaret  H. 

Maybach,  Edward  A.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Batavia,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. ,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1858.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Wilhelmine  (Geckler)  Maybach,  removed  to 
Buffalo  when  he  was  quite  young  and  he  has  since  resided  in  that  city.  After  he 
had  finished  his  schooling  and  spent  some  time  in  the  West  he  returned  to  Buffalo 
and  formed  a  copartnership  with  James  A.  Jamieson  for  the  conduct  of  a  coffee 
roasting  business.  On  Mr.  Jamieson's  death  in  1892  Mrs.  Jamieson  succeeded  to  her 
husband's  interest  and  the  firm  name  still  remains  Jamieson  &  Maybach.  Mr.  May- 
bach is  a  gentleman  of  wide  experience  and  has  many  friends.  He  is  a  member  of 
Buffalo  Lodge  No.  37,  1.  O.  O.  F.  In  1887  he  married  Mary  E.  Martin  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Marion  E.,  Edna  M.  and  Martha  C. 

Reuling,  Henry,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  September,  1840.  At 
an  early  age  he  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  was  first  employed  as  a  ship  carpenter,  at  which  trade  he  continued  for 
a  number  of  years  and  then  embarked  m  the  lumber  business,  building  a  planing 
mill  on  Clinton  street.  He  conducted  the  business  until  1896,  when  he  retired  and 
his  son  John  H.  succeeded  him.  John  H.  Reuling,  son  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Teuber) 
Reuling,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  2,  1867.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  soon  after  went  into  his  father's  business,  continuing  until  1896,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded his  father  and  formed  a  partnership  with  George  A.  Trier,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Reuling  &  Trier.  A  lumber  yard,  planing  mill  and  a  general  contract 
business  is  conducted  by  this  firm,  which  gives  employment  to  a  force  of  men  rang- 
ing from  thirty  to  fifty  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  The  establishment  has  long 
been  in  the  front  rank  in  the  building  and  lumber  circles  of  Buffalo. 

Stollmeyer,  William,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  F.  and  Mary  (Lehde)  Stollmeyer,  was 
born  in  Germany,  April  26,  1843.  When  he  was  a  boy  of  sixteen  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  New  York  city,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  and 
then  went  to  Cuba,  where  he  was  stricken  with  yellow  fever.  On  his  recovery  he 
went  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  remaining  three 
years,  and  then  returned  to  New  York,  where  conducted  a  hotel  until  1866,  when  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  and  opened  a  hotel  at  329-331  Ellicott  street,  which  he  still  con- 
ducts successfully.  Mr.  Stollmeyer  has  all  the  qualifications  of  a  good  hotel  pro- 
prietor and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  business  associates.    He  served  seven  years 
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in  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  1,  of  the  old  volunteer  fire  department.  In  May,  1866, 
he  married  Laura  Gentzech,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  had  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  survive:  Oscar,  Emma,  William,  Laura  and  Bertha. 

Zittle,  George  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Anna  (Ortel)  Zittle,  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo in  February,  1866.  After  attending  the  public  schools  and  graduating  in  1882, 
he  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  Amos  Seifert,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
He  then  entered  the  service  of  the  lithographing  department  of  the  Courier  Com- 
pany. In  1894  he  became  connected  with  the  Buffalo  Lithograph  Company,  and 
when  that  firm  dissolved  in  1897  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  J.  P.  Frank  for  the 
conduct  of  a  designing,  engraving,  and  lithographing  business,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Frank  &  Zittle.  Mr.  Zittle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Angeline  La  Bai,  of 
Buffalo,  in  1890,  and  they  have  one  son,  G.  Raymond. 

Peters,  G.  H.,  &  Son,  Buffalo. — This  concern  was  established  by  the  late  G.  H. 
Peters,  sr.,  and  his  son,  G.  H.  Peters,  jr.,  in  1880.  The  firm  has  been  in  existence 
nearly  twenty  years,  during  which  time  it  has  maintained  a  reputation  for  honorable 
dealing  and  has  prospered  accordingly.  The  establishment  occupies  premises  which 
are  large  and  spacious  and  enjoys  an  excellent  patronage.  The  late  G.  H.  Peters, 
sr.,  was  born  in  Germany,  but  resided  in  Buffalo  from  childhood.  G.  H.  Peters,  jr., 
was  born  in  Buffalo  March  15,  1854,  and  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  April,  1896, 
succeeded  to  the  business  and  has  since  conducted  it  under  the  old  firm  name.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Builders'  Exchange. 

Fogelsonger,  Henry  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Wendell  and  Catherine  (Reid)  Fogelson- 
ger,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county,  December  3,  1850.  His  father  was  born 
and  raised  at  Williamsville.  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa. 
Mr.  Fogelsonger  has  been  connected  with  the  stone  business  since  boyhood,  having 
entered  ihe  business  of  his  father  as  soon  as  he  had  finished  his  education.  In  1888, 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  succeeded  to  the  business  with  his  brother,  David 
R.  Fogelsonger,  the  two  brothers  then  entering  into  a  partnership  which  still  con- 
tinues. The  limestone  quarries  at  Williamsville  are  of  great  value  and  very  pro- 
ductive. The  firm  gives  employment,  at  different  seasons,  to  a  force  of  men  ranging 
from  30  to  130.  In  April,  1873,  Mr.  Fogelsonger  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  John 
Reist,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Richard  R.,  born  December  3,  1874.  Mr. 
Fogelsonger  is  member  of  Parish  Lodge  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  R.  He  takes  charge  of  the  lime  department  of  the  business,  having  an  office  and 
warehouse  at  120-126  Broadway. 

Meyer.  Albert  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Caspar  and  Antonette  (Hornum)  Meyer,  was 
born  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  February  17,  1846.  When  he  was  an  infant  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
when  the  war  broke  out  enlisted  in  the  12th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  serving  his  country 
faithfully  for  two  years,  and  ranking  as  a  corporal  when  he  was  discharged.  Upon 
resuming  civil  life  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  butchering  business,  in 
which  he  continued  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  a  stock  in- 
spector by  the  government,  which  position  he  still  fills.  Mr.  Meyer  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  and  C.  M.  B.  A. 
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-  Fischer,  George  B.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany  Januar^^  6,  1842,  a  son  of  John 
Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Hengerer)  Fischer.  When  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  New  York  city,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  being  engaged  in  the  meat  business.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
in  the  same  business  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
sewing  machine  business,  selling  the  product  of  the  Domestic  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  taking  the  Buffalo  agency  of  the  Standard 
Sewing  Machine  Company  which  he  still  retains.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F,, 
and  is  well  known  throughout  Erie  county.  In  April,  1871,  he  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Eppel,  of  Buffalo.  Six  children  survive :  Catherine  (wife  of  Charles 
Regan),  Emma  M.,  William  J.,  Edward  J.,  Margaret  E.  and  George  B. 

Marquis,  Joseph  L. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Joseph  P.  and  Florence  (Chelivot)  Marquis,  was 
born  in  Alsace,  France,  October  26, 1874.  He  acquired  a  liberal  education  in  various  in- 
stitutions of  learning  in  his  native  country  and  in  Switzerland,  and  in  1888  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1890 
he  became  a  draftsman  in  the  architectural  office  of  C.  K.  Potter  &  Son,  where  he 
remained  for  five  years.  In  1895  he  engaged  in  the  blue-print  business  on  his  own 
account,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful,  being  proprietor  of  the  Buffalo  Blue 
Print  Company.  Mr.  Marquis  is  one  of  Buffalo's  rising  young  business  men  of 
ability  and  enterprise. 

Jaeger,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  March  31,  1842.  He  obtained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  country,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  He  was  compelled  to  earn  his  own  living 
and  after  a  short  residence  in  Buffalo  removed  to  Toledo,  O.,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  waiter  in  a  hotel  for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  six  years.  By  hard  work,  industry 
and  economy  lie  saved  a  small  amount  of  money  and  with  this  he  established  a 
restaurant  on  Genesee  street,  where  he  conducted  a  very  successful  business  until 
1895,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  location.  Mr.  Jaeger  started  the  first  roof 
garden  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the 
German  Young  Men's  Association,  and  Concordia  Lodge  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M.  In 
December,  1864,  he  married  Mary  Raidart,  a  native  of  Germany;  they  have  five 
children:  William,  Charles  A.,  Ida,  Rosa  and  Hugo  H. 

Field,  Edward  Prime,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Julia  (Evertson)  Field,  was  born 
at  Weedsport,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  August  25,  1854,  and  in  1859  came  with  his 
parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  received  a  public  school  education.  In  1874  he  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Williams  &  Potter,  and  remained  there  until  his 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1877.  Afterward  he  received  the  appointment  of  special 
deputy  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo  under  Gen.  John  C.  Graves,  which 
position  he  held  until  November  1,  1886,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Frank  R.  Perkins  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Two  years  later  this  firm  was 
dissolved,  and  since  then  Mr.  Field  has  practiced  alone.  On  October  3,  1889,  he 
organized  and  incorporated  the  Buffalo  Building  and  Investment  Company,  with  a 
paid  in  capital  of  $100,000,  and  he  has  smce  been  its  attorney.    Mr.  Field  was  also 
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one  of  the  incorporators  and  for  five  years  the  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club. 
He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  wheelmen  in  Buffalo  and  Erie  county,  beginning  on 
a  wooden  bicycle  about  1868,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  original  Buffalo  Bicycle 
Club  and  the  first  president  of  the  old  Buffalo  Bicycle  Touring  Club.  June  7,  1887, 
he  married  Miss  Kate  C.  Gallagher,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Edward  Gal- 
lagher, of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children:  Jessie  Barcalow,  Martha  Galla- 
gher, and  Florence  Isabella. 

Lang,  Jacob  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Frank  and  Katherine (Zimmerman)  Lang,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  September  2,  1858.  Frank  Lang,  brother  of  the  late  Gerhard 
Lang,  was  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  came  to  this  country  when  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  long  a  leading  butcher  and 
meat  dealer,  and  where  he  still  resides.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  George  Zim- 
merman, who  came  to  Buffalo  from  Alsace,  Germany,  about  1834.  Jacob  J.  Lang 
attended  the  parochial  schools  and  was  a  member  of  the  first  class  of  St.  Canisius 
College,  taking  a  commercial  course.  He  was  associated  with  his  father  until  1880, 
when  he  opened  a  meat  market  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Georgia  streets,  whence 
he  afterward  removed  to  573  Ellicott  street.  He  continued  in  the  meat  businass  with 
success  until  March,  1892,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Frank  Kertz  and 
opened  a  real  estate  and  insurance  office  at  515  Main  street.  The  firm  of  Lang  & 
Kertz  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  this  line  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Lang  is  one  of  the  found- 
ers and  treasurer  of  the  German  Hospital,  has  been  secretary  of  the  German  Roman 
Catholic  Orphan  Asylum  since  1889,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  German  Printing 
Association,  which  publishes  the  Buffalo  Volksfreund.    He  is  a  chancellor  of  Branch 

18,  C.  M.  B.  A.,  and  of  Star  Council,  No.  359,  C.  B.  L.,  and  for  two  terms  was  State 
orator  of  the  New  York  State  C.  B.  L,  He  is  president  of  St.  John's  Union,  Knights 
of  St.  George,  is  a  trustee  of  St.  Michael's  church,  was  formerly  president  of  St. 
Michael's  Society,  and  is  a  passive  member  of  the  Liedertafel.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
and  in  1897  was  his  party's  candidate  for  county  treasurer,  but  was  defeated  by  412 
votes.    July  20,  1880,  he  married  Eva,  daughter  of  Andrew  Wieman,  of  Buffalo. 

Viele,  Henry  Knickerbacker,  Buffalo,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Cornelius  Cor- 
nelisqn  Viele,  who  came  from  Holland  about  1630  and  settled  at  Fort  Orange  (now 
Albany),  N.  Y.  His  father  John  Ludovicus  Viele,  a  distinguished  lawyer  and 
statesman,  was  born  at  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1788,  and  died  at  Albany,  October 

19,  1832.  Entering  Union  College  in  the  class  of  1811,  John  L.  Viele  remained  one 
year,  when  he  retired  with  an  honorable  dismissal  at  his  own  request,  and  then  pur- 
sued a  classical  course  of  fourteen  months  under  a  private  tutor  at  New  Paltz.  He 
was  admitted  as  attorney  and  counselor  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Rensselaer 
county,  October  2,  1812,  as  counselor-at-law  in  the  Supreme  Court  August  13,  1817, 
and  as  counselor  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  January  22,  1822.  He  was  State  senator 
from  the  middle  district  under  the  first  State  constitution  in  1822  and  from  the 
fourth  district  under  the  second  constitution  from  1826  to  1829,  and  as  senator  sat  in 
the  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors.  His  opinions  are  found  in  the  reports  for 
those  years  and  show  great  judicial  ability.  He  was  a  leading  advocate  of  his  sec- 
tion and  when  La  Fayette  revisited  this  country  in  1825  he  was  chosen  the  orator  to 
receive  the  distinguished  guest  on  the  battlefield  of  Saratoga.    February  6,  1832, 
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he  was  elected  a  regent  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1810  he 
married  Catalina  Knickerbacker,  a  granddaughter  of  Col.  John  Knickerbacker  of 
Schaghticoke.  (Colonel  Knickerbacker  served  in  the  French  war,  was  commissioned 
a  colonel  of  New  York  militia  October  20,  1775,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga 
and  served  in  the  Legislature  of  1792.  He  was  descended  from  John  van  Berghen, 
called  Knickerbacker,  the  third  son  of  Godfrey  van  Berghen,  Count  van  Grimberg- 
hen.  John  van  Berghen  was  a  captain  in  the  Netherland  navy,  and  afterward  came 
to  the  New  Netherlands  and  died  here  in  in  1656  )  Henry  K.  Viele  was  born  at 
Waterford,  N.  Y.,  April  29,  1819,  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Academy  in  the 
collegiate  course,  and  when  about  eighteen  years  old  came  to  Buffalo.  Admitted  to 
the  bar  at  an  early  age  he  successfully  practiced  his  profession  until  1853,  when  he 
retired.  He  was  a  master  in  chancery  as  well  as  a  counselor  at  law,  and  in  1850  was 
superintendent  of  schools.  During  the'  Civil  war  he  was  colonel  of  the  94th  N.  Y. 
Vols.  He  was  an  able  lawyer  and  a  man  of  brilliant  social  qualities.  He  died  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  8,  1881.  His  wife,  Laetitia  Porter  Thompson,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Sheldon  Thompson,  the  first  mayor  of  Buffalo  elected  by  the  people  (1840),' 
and  a  descendant  of  Anthony  Thompson,  who  came  with  Governor  Eaton  and 
others  from  London,  England,  in  1637,  in  the  ship  Hector,  and  settled  in  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn.  Another  of  her  ancestors,  Jabez  Thompson,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  was  an 
officer  in  the  French  war,  was  a  colonel  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  killed  in  the  re- 
treat from  New  York  September  15,  1776. 

Viele,  Sheldon  Thomson,  son  of  Henry  K.  and  Laetitia  P.  (Thompson)  Viele,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1847,  prepared  for  college  at  the  Walnut  Hill 
School  at  Geneva,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  University  as  A.  B.  in  1868,  and 
received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  that  institution,  in  course,  in  1871.  He  read  law 
in  Buffalo  with  E.  Carlton  Sprague,  w^as  admitted  to  the  bar  November  17,  1869, 
and  remained  in  Mr.  Sprague's  office  until  May,  1871,  since  which  time  he  has  suc- 
cessfully followed  his  profession  in  his  native  city.  His  practice  has  been  princi- 
pally of  an  office  and  confi.dential  nature.  In  February,  1880,  he  received  the  $250 
prize  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  for  the  best  essay  on  the  subject,  "  Is 
the  Common  Law  a  Proper  Subject  for  Codification  ?"  He  has  published  several 
pamphlets  and  addresses,  was  one  of  the  historians  of  the  Visit  of  the  Holland  So- 
ciety to  Holland  in  1888,  and  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  first  district  committee  of 
the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Buffalo  (the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States) 
and  has  been  a  trustee  since  its  incorporation.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Association  of  Buffalo,  curator  of  the 
Buffalo  Library  in  1886-89,  dean  of  the  Saturn  Club  in  1889,  president  of  the  D.  K. 
E.  Association  of  Western  New  York  in  1888  and  1896,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Club 
for  six  years  and  president  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New  York 
in  1895-96.  He  was  an  organizer  of  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo  in  December, 
1894,  and  served  it  as  president  during  the  first  three  years.  He  is  a  trustee  of  St. 
Margaret's  School,  a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul's  church,  a  member  of  the  Holland  So- 
ciety of  New  York,  and  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  the  So- 
ciety of  Colonial  Wars,  the  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  Military  Order  of 

1  For  sketch  of  life  of  Sheldon  Thompson  see  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  for  two  years  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Association. 

Preiss,  Frederick,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Belshazzar  and  Christina  (Maul)  Preiss, 
was  born  in  Middleport,  Brant  county,  Ontario,  Canada,  December  25,  1868,  attend- 
ed the  public  schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Brantford  Institute  in  1884.  He 
then  began  the  study  of  medicine,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Victoria 
University  at  Coburg  in  1889,  the  degree  of  M.  D.  C.  M.  from  Trinity  University  at 
Toronto  in  1890,  and  the  fellowship  degree  (F.  T.  M.  C.)  from  Trinity  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1890.  Since  then  he  has  successfully  practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo.  Dr. 
Preiss  has  made  numerous  experiments  with  the  X-Rays,  and  is  credited  with  own- 
ing the  first  machine  of  that  kind  ever  brought  to  the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association  and  the  Buf- 
falo Academy  of  Medicine ;  is  president  of  the  Buffalo  Surgical  and  Medical  Dispen- 
sary, secretary  and  treasury  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Union  and  lecturer  on  electro- 
therapeutics at  the  medical  department  of  Niagara  University,  and  is  a  32d  degree 
Mason,  holding  membership  in  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M,,  Adytum 
Chapter  No.  235,  R.  A.  M.,  and  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies. 

Bishop,  Charles  Frederick,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Casper  Henry  and  Louisa  (West- 
brock)  Bishop,  and  was  born  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county,  October  14,  1844.  When 
a  boy  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  thirteen,  when  he  became  a  clerk  m  a  retail  grocery  store.  In  1869  he  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  tea,  coffee  and  spice  business,  in  which  he  has  ever  since 
continued  with  uninterrupted  success.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing dealers  in  this  line  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Bishop  has  long  been  an  active  and  influen- 
tial Democrat,  and  in  1887  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  county  treasurer,  but 
suffered  defeat  by  only  forty-one  votes.  In  1889  and  again  in  1891  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  and  filled  that  office  with  great  satisfaction  for  five  years. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  People's  Bank,  a  trustee  of  the  Western  Savings  Bank,  and  a 
prominent  32d  degree  Mason  in  the  Scottish  Rite,  being  past  master  of  Concordia 
Lodge  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M.,  past  eminent  commander  of  Lake  Erie  Commandery 
No.  20,  K.  T.,  and  formerly  president  (for  five  years)  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Hall  Association.  He  was  also  for  four  years  district  deputy  grand  mas- 
ter of  the  Twenty-fifth  Masonic  District,  and  as  such  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  in  Buffalo.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  Ismailia  Temple,  N.  O.  M.  S. , 
since  its  institution  and  is  president  of  the  Masonic  Life  Association  of  Western  New 
York.    August  6,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Kate  Moran  of  Buffalo. 

McDougall,  Seymour  E, ,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
April  21,  1856,  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Annis  A.  (Hall)  McDougall.  He  acquired  a 
liberal  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Rome,  N.  Y. ,  and  then  began  the  study  of 
dentistry  in  the  Boston  Dental  College  at  Boston,  Mass.  Upon  completing  his  course, 
he  engaged  in  practice  in  Clinton,  Oneida  county,  where  he  remained  for  some  time, 
and  then,  having  accepted  a  position  as  demonstrator  at  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
removed  to  this  city  and  opened  an  office  on  Richmond  avenue,  in  the  mean  time 
taking  a  special  course  and  receiving  the  degree  of  the  university  in  1893.    He  is  a 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


499 


member  of  Clinton  Lodge  No.  169,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Buffalo  Dental  Association,  and 
the  Eighth  District  Dental  Society.  September  10,  1885,  he  married  Emma  M., 
daughter  of  Charles  M.  Seele5%  of  Syracuse.  They  have  two  daughters,  Mildred  M. 
and  Ruth  H. 

Hawley,  Elias  Sill,  Buffalo,  was  born  October  28,  1812,  inMoreau,  Saratoga  county, 
N.  Y.,  on  a  farm  purchased  by  his  grandfather,  Amos  Hawley,  in  1794.  He  came  to 
Buffalo  in  1823.  He  attended  Cambridge  Academy  in  Washington  county  for  two 
years  and  also  Middlebury  College,  and  was  graduated  from  Union  College  at  Sche- 
nectady, N.  Y.,  in  July,  1833.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  taught  a  private  school  for  a 
time  and  in  1838  became  the  first  principal  of  public  school  No.  8.  Later  he  read  law 
with  Barker  &  Hawley  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  About  1840,  withSeth  C.  Haw- 
ley, he  established  a  money  and  package  express  between  Buffalo  and  Detroit.  In 
1844  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  schools,  and  was  reappointed  in  1846  and 
1847.  He  was  connected  with  the  old  volunteer  fire  department,  being  a  member  of 
Engine  No.  8  and  later  of  Eagle  No.  2,  and  finally  entered  the  service  of  Pratt  &  Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  twenty-three  years,  being  first  their  collecting  attorney  and 
afterward  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  Iron  and  Nail  Works,  leaving  when  the  firm 
abandoned  the  iron  business.  In  1868  he  was  elected  alderman  of  the  old  Eleventh 
ward,  and  in  1883  he  served  as  assemblyman  from  the  Third  Erie  County  District. 
In  1883  he  was  also  appointed  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital, 
which  positions  he  has  since  filled.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  City  Cemetery  and 
a  founder  and  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  which  he  served  as  a  man- 
ager for  several  years  and  also  as  president,  and  was  formerly  a  trustee  of  the  North 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  citizen  widely  esteemed  and  respected,  a  man  of  high 
scholarly  attamments  and  broad  culture,  and  one  whose  long  life  is  graced  with  deeds 
of  benevolence  and  charity.  He  is  the  author  of  the  Hawley  Record,  a  genealogical 
work  of  great  value.    May  30,  1845,  he  married  Lavinia  Hurd  Selden,  of  Buffalo. 

Linquist,  Maurice  F.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Maurice  F.  Linquist,  M.  D.,  and 
Josephine  Taylor,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Hastmgs,  N.  Y.,  June  15,  1867.  He  received 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  in  1889 
was  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  then 
entered  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1891.  The  following  year  he  removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  practice  in  this  city, 
being  located  at  175  Bryant  street.  He  is  a  member  of  the  surgical  staff  of  the  Buf- 
falo Homoeopathic  Hospital,  and  of  the  Erie  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 

Lewis,  William  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Elvira  (Lewis)  Lewis,  was  born  in 
Hindsburg,  Orleans  county,  N.  Y. ,  May  20,  1840.  In  1846  his  parents  removed  to  Buf- 
falo, and  after  a  residence  of  two  years  removed  to  Newport,  Ky.,  where  Mr.  Lewis 
attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards  going  to  the  High  School  in  Cincinnati.  He 
was  graduated,  in  1856,  from  the  R.  S.  Bacon  Commercial  College  in  Cincinnati, 
after  which  he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  remaining  one  year,  and  thence  coming  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  has  since  resided — over  forty  years.  His  first  employment  in  this 
city  was  in  the  Ohio  street  freight  office  of  the  old  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Erie  Rail- 
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road.  After  a  few  months  he  was  transferred  to  the  general  freight  office,  where  he 
acted  as  chief  clerk  to  the  general  freight  agent,  remaining  five  years.  He  then 
entered  the  service  of  the  late  George  W.  Tifit  as  confidential  clerk,  continuing  six- 
teen years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Albert  Best 
&  Co.,  furniture  manufacturers.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  retired  from  this  firm 
to  engage  in  the  insurance  business,  which  he  has  followed  until  the  present  tim.e. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Association  of  Fire  Underwriters  and  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  In  October,  1860,  he  married  Marion  J.  Taintor,  of  West  Eaton,  N.  Y., 
by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Dr.  George  W.  F.  Lewis,  a  practicing  physician  of  Buffalo. 

Aldrich  &  Ray  Manufacturing  Company,  Buffalo. — This  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive manufacturing  concerns  of  Buffalo.  It  was  established  in  1879  by  Schuyler 
Aldrich.  Five  years  later  Isaac  A.  Aldrich  entered  the  firm  and  two  years  after- 
ward George  A.  Ray  was  admitted,  the  firm  name  being  then  changed  to  its  pres- 
ent style.  In  the  early  stage  of  the  business  a  line  of  small  copper  goods  was  manu- 
factured, later  a  full  line  of  hotel,  restaurant  and  house  furnishing  goods,  and  a 
short  time  ago  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  soda  fountain  apparatus  was  taken 
up,  the  product  now  comprising  all  of  these  lines  on  a  large  scale,  about  800  tons  of 
copper  and  many  tons  of  brass  being  consumed  annually.  Schuyler  Aldrich,  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  is  a  native  of  Canada  and  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  when  he  was  quite  young.  He  was  educated  for  the  ministry  and  in 
1861  became  pastor  of  the  Buffalo  Free  Baptist  church.  Subsequently  he  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Free  Baptist  churches  at  Phoenix,  N.  Y.,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  Poland,  N.Y. 
In  1858  he  married  Charlotte  C.  Hardy  of  Pierpont,  Ohio.  Isaac  A.  Aldrich  was 
born  and  educated  in  Pierpont,  Ohio,  and  in  1880  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  establishment  for  a  period  covering 
eighteen  years.  George  A.  Ray,  junior  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Cheekto- 
waga,  Erie  county,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buf- 
falo. His  connection  with  the  firm  dates  back  to  1886.  The  Aldrich  &  Ray  Manu- 
facturing Company  is  the  largest  concern  of  its  kind  in  New  York  State. 

Bryant,  Orrin,  Buffalo,  son  of  Patrick  and  Bricea  (Dunbleton)  Bryant,  was  born  in 
Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  July  31,  1837.  His  education  in  the  schools  was  limited 
to  the  elementary  grades,  and  after  leaving  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
machinist's  trade,  which  he  has  followed  all  his  life.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1886 
with  the  Pierce  Steam  Heating  Company,  which  removed  to  Buffalo  from  Westfield, 
Mass.  In  1892  he  started  the  Bryant  Iron  Works,  which  he  still  conducts  success- 
fully, making  a  specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  steam  radiators  and  radiator  ma- 
chinery. Mr.  Bryant  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  In  1876  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  and  served  one  term.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1862  to  Martha  J.  Cool  of  Caserfield,  Mass.  They  have  five  children:  Wal- 
ter F.,  Horace  C,  Mary,  Willard  C.  and  Frank  O. 

Bookser,  Rudolph  Charles,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  County  Argan,  town  of  Schoeft- 
land,  Switzerland,  November  9,  1849.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Brunner) 
Bookser,  came  to  America  in  1853  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  in 
the  public  schools  a  liberal  education.     His  first  business  experience  was  in  the 
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jewelry  establishment  of  William  C.  Lutz,  where  he  remained  three  years,  when  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Fred  Oelrich.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Oelrich  until  1884, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  on  his  own  account,  in  which  he  has  since 
continued  successfully.  Mr.  Bookser  is  also  president  of  the  Riverside  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  a  concern  which  manufactures  bicycle  fittings  and  all  hardware 
specialties.  Mr.  Bookser  is  a  prominent  member  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  37,  L  O  O.  F. 
On  October  10,  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  A.  Seip,  of  Buffalo, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children:  Lucy  A.,  Rudolph  J.,  George  N.,  Jennie 
A.,  Mary  E.  and  William  F. 

Emery,  William  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Sanford  Emery.  M.  D.,  and  Isabella  Warner, 
his  wife,  who  came  from  Vermont  to  this  State,  was  born  in  Byron,  Genesee  county, 
N.  Y.,  January  30,  1849,  and  attended  the  district  schools  and  a  private  school  in 
Batavia.  Later  the  family  removed  to  Lima,  N.  Y.,  where  he  finished  his  education. 
He  went  to  New  York  city  and  was  successively  a  clerk  for  the  Nickelson  Shoe  Com- 
pany for  ten  years  and  for  William  Beatty  &  Sons,  shoe  dealers,  for  five  years  and 
in  1880  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  retail  shoe  business 
on  his  own  account.  In  1881  he  organized  the  present  shoe  firm  of  W.  F.  Emery  & 
Co.,  which  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  its  line  in  the  city  and  the  oldest  one  on  Main 
street.  Mr.  Emery  has  been  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League  since  its 
organization.  In  August,  1879,  he  married  Adelaide  L.,  daughter  of  John  I.  Pryor, 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter:  Ella  Pryor  Emery. 

Miller,  August  H.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Henry  L.  and  Mary  Ann  (Huck)  Miller, 
and  a  grandson  of  Philip  Miller,  who  came  to  Buffalo  from  Alsace,  France,  at  an 
early  day,  and  died  here  of  cholera  in  1848.  His  parents  are  both  natives  of  Buffalo, 
his  father  being  a  machinist  and  a  marine  and  stationary  engineer,  and  for  twenty- 
seven  years  followed  the  lakes.  Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  August  4, 
1860,  received  a'public  school  education,  and  obtained  his  first  business  experience  in 
the  merchant  tailoring  establishment  of  William  Nicklis,  jr.,  where  he  remained  from 
1871  to  1888,  a  period  of  seventeen  years.  He  subsequently  followed  his  trade  of 
cutter  in  New  York  city  for  a  time,  and  on  his  return  to  Buffalo  in  1894  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  George  W.  Patridge,  which  still  continues  under  the  firm  name  of 
Miller  &  Patridge.  They  conduct  a  well  appointed  merchant  tailoring  establishment 
at  60  Main  street.    Mr,  Miller  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M. 

Doepp,  John  Joseph,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Magdelen  (Nicken)  Doepp,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  November  21,  1865.  His  father  was  born  in  Bavaria  Germany ; 
his  mother  was  a  native  of  Buffalo.  His  parents  removed  to  Chicago  when  he  was 
quite  young,  remaining  in  that  city  until  the  great  fire,  when  they  returned  to  Buffa- 
lo. The  following  year  they  again  removed  to  Chicago,  where  Mr.  Doepp  attended 
St.  Michael's  school.  In  July,  1875,  they  again  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  his  education 
was  finished  at  St.  Ann's  school.  Mr.  Doepp's  first  business  experience  was  in  the 
capacity  of  a  grocery  clerk,  in  which  he  continued  for  fifteen  years.  In  1895,  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Bowers,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bowers  &  Doepp,  which  copartnership  continued  until  February  1,  1897,  when  it  was 
dissolved.    Mr.  Doepp  was  married  June  3,  1890,  to  Miss  Frances  J.,  daughter  of 


502 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Joseph  and  Eva  (Meyer)  Grupp,  of  Buffalo,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz. ;  Joseph,  born  June  4,  1893;  Albert,  born 
April  3,  1895;  and  Edward,  born  December  13,  1896.  The  eldest,  Lawrence,  born 
January  23,  1892,  died  May  28,  1892.  Mr.  Doepp  is  a  prominent  member  of  Tacoma 
Tribe  No.  345,  L  O.  R.  M. 

Jenkins,  Elmer  Elsworth,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  May  4,  1862.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Vermont  and  at  Wesleyan  College  in 
Stansted,  Quebec,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  the  class  of  1880.  His  first  business 
experience  after  graduation  was  as  a  grocery  clerk  at  Newport,  Vt.,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  when  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  a  short  time.  He 
then  removed  to  Portland,  Me,,  to  accept  a  position  in  a  hotel,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  In  1886  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  E.  N.  Yerxa, 
having  charge  of  the  cigar  department,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  for  a  period  of 
nine  years.  He  then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  company  with  Ed- 
win Wallace  under  the  firm  name  of  Wallace  &  Jenkins,  which  copartnership  con- 
tinued until  February,  1897,  since  which  time  Mr.  Jenkins  has  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone.  The  stock  carried  embraces  all  the  standard  brands  of  cigars  and  im- 
ported and  domestic  wines  and  liquors.  Mr.  Jenkins  is  a  member  of  Queen  City 
Lodge  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a  well  known  and  popular  citizen. 

Waite,  Richard  Alfred,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  Henry  and  Harriet  Humphreys 
(Holland)  Waite,  was  born  in  London,  England,  May  14,  1848,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  America  in  1857.  The  family  first  settled  in  New  York  city,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Buffalo,  where  the  father  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Clapp,  Matthews 
&  Waite,  the  originators  of  illuminated  printing  and  consecutively  numbered  and 
coupon  railroad  tickets.  Mr.  Waite  attended  public  school  No.  16,  Buffalo,  and  re- 
ceived his  mechanical  training  in  New  York  city  under  John  Ericsson,  the  inventor  of 
the  Monitor,  with  whom  he  remained  a  little  more  than  three  years.  At  Mr,  Erics- 
son's suggestion  he  took  up  architecture,  which  he  studied  under  John  Kellum  of 
New  York,  who  was  then  one  of  the  leading  architects  in  the  United  States.  In 
1874  Mr.  Waite  returned  to  Buffalo  as  the  designer  and  superintendent  of  the  Ger- 
man Insurance  building,  and  since  then  he  has  successfully  followed  the  general 
practice  of  his  profession  in  this  cit5\  Among  the  many  noted  buildings  in  Buffalo 
which  Mr.  Waite  has  designed  may  be  mentioned  the  Commercial  Advertiser  build- 
ing, Dr.  R.  V,  Pierce's  old  Palace  Hotel,  the  new  Music  Hall,  the  Grosvenor  Library 
building  and  the  building  of  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union.  He 
also  designed  the  Parliament  and  Department  buildings  of  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada;  the  Canada  Life  Insurance  Company's  buildings  in  Hamilton,  Toronto  and 
Montreal,  Canada;  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  the  Mail-Empire  buildings,  the 
Western  Insurance  Company  building  and  the  Jones  block  in  Toronto;  the  Standard 
Life  Insurance  Company's  building  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland;  the  Bank  of  Hamilton 
in  Hamilton,  Ontario,  and  numerous  other  buildings  and  dwellings  in  Buffalo,  Can- 
ada and  elsewhere.  He  is  credited  with  being  the  first  American  architect  to  be 
employed  by  the  Canadian  government.  Mr.  Waite  was  married  September  22, 
1856,  to  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Isaac  HoUoway  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
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dren:  Richard  Alfred,  jr.,  Raymond  Isaac,  Helen  Holland,  Evadne  Holloway  and 
Mary  Sarah. 

Wegenaar  &  Son,  Buffalo. — This  business  was  established  by  Ivo  &  Wegenaar  in 
1872  and  has  since  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  concerns  in  Buffalo.  In  1886 
the  original  firm  was  changed  to  Wegenaar  &  Son  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ivo  and 
the  admission  of  John  L.  Wegenaar,  a  son  of  Louis  Wegenaar.  who  was  one  of  the 
founders.  Louis  Wegenaar  was  a  native  of  Holland  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1867,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  he  resided  all  his  life.  He  married  Mary  Ivo,  of 
Holland,  and  four  children  survive:  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Edward  Spiesz ;  Louis  A.,  who 
is  now  associated  with  his  brother  in  the  conduct  of  the  business;  Edward;  and  John 
L.  John  L,  Wegenaar  was  born  in  Holland  April  17,  1869,  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  at 
I  St.  Canisius  College  and  was  variously  employed  until  he  entered  his  father's  busi- 
ness, of  which  he  had  entire  charge  some  ten  years  prior  to  his  father's  death,  and 
to  which  he  succeeded.  In  1896  he  married  Matilda  E.  Heintz  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Marion  E.  The  firm  of  Wegenaar  &  Son  is  well  known  as  a 
leading  house  in  the  production  of  monuments  and  statuary,  and  having  the  prestige 
of  a  long  establishment,  controls  a  large  business  throughout  the  United  States, 
wholesale  as  well  as  retail. 

Donovan,  Daniel  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Croydon,  near  London,  England,  May 
21,  1858,  received  a  private  school  education,  and  from  the  age  of  nine  was  variously 
employed  until  1869,  when  he  came  to  America.  He  first  settled  in  Niagara  Falls, 
N,  Y.,  where  he  finished  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  furniture  finishing  with  Isaac  D.  White  of  Buffalo,  and  was  afterward 
employed  by  the  Erie  Railroad  as  a  coach  painter.  In  1877  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
studied  house  painting  and  decorating  while  following  his  business,  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Buffalo  in  1881  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  brother,  Thomas  W. 
Donovan;  this  was  subsequently  dissolved  and  a  new  partnership  was  formed  with 
John  W.  Donovan,  which  still  continues,  the  present  style  of  the  firm  being  the  D.  J. 
Donovan  Company.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  wall  paper,  paint 
and  decorating  firms  in  the  city.  In  1894  they  removed  from  40  Elm  street  to  their 
present  location  at  869  and  871  Main  street.  Mr.  Donovan  is  a  Democrat,  president 
of  the  Seventeenth  Ward  Good  Government  Club  and  of  the  Buffalo  Master  Painters' 
Association,  vice-president  of  the  New  York  State  Master  Painters'  Association,  a 
charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B. 
A.  and  other  organizations.  November  21,  1882,  he  married  Elizabeth  J.,  daughter 
of  Capt.  James  L.  Armstrong,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children. 

Jenkins,  Oliver  A.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Florida,  born  May  24,  1852.  His  par- 
ents removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  there  he  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools.  After  completing  his  education  he  was  offered  a  clerkship 
with  Holland  &  Co.,  which  he  accepted  and  held  for  some  time.  He  then  spent  a 
year  in  the  West,  after  which  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  engaged  in  the  contracting 
business,  which  he  has  since  followed.  In  1892  he  formed  a  copartnenship  with  E. 
C.  Knight,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jenkins  &  Knight,  builders  and  dealers  in  real 
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estate.  Mr.  Jenkins  has  alway  s  taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  having  been 
elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county  in  1888.  He  has  also  held  other  offices  of  trust  of 
minor  importance.  He  is  identified  with  a  number  of  societies  and  clubs,  being  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  all  the  degrees,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F,  and  the  Acacia,  Press,  and  Ellicott  Clubs.  Aside  from  the  real  estate 
and  contracting  business,  Mr.  Jenkins  is  interested  in  a  number  of  enterprises,  being 
treasurer  of  the  Crystal  Beach  Steam  Boat  Company,  president  of  the  Lancaster 
Brick  Company,  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Building  and  Investment  Company. 

Himes,  Frank  R.,  Buffalo,  holds  a  prominent  position  among  the  younger  members 
of  his  profession-  He  was  born  at  Port  Hope,  Ontario,  February  11,  1875,  and  was 
brought  to  Buffalo  when  he  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  Here  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools.  After  completing  his  education  he  entered  his  father's  veterinary  office, 
where  he  remained  until  his  father's  death  in  1896,  and  since  then  he  has  had  charge 
of  the  business.  Mr.  Himes  is  now  attending  the  veterinary  department  of  Cornell 
University.  His  hard  work,  industry,  and  persistent  study  indicate  for  him  success, 
and  an  exemplary  business  career.  His  father,  Dr.  Palmer  C.  Himes,  was  engaged 
in  practice  for  thirty-seven  years,  seventeen  years  of  this  time  being  spent  in  Buffalo. 

Cox,  William  Bernard,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Manchester,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
March  30.  1867.  He  is  the  eldest  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters  of  James  and 
Ann  (McBride)  Cox,  who  removed  from  Boston,  Mass.,  to  Manchester,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  lived  until  1880,  when  they  came  to  Waterville,  N.  Y.,  where  they  now  reside. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  attended  the  district  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Waterville  Academy  in  the  class  of  1883.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered 
the  employ  of  F.  Julius,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  became  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Julius  &  Co.  This  firm  does  a  general  carting  and  moving  busi- 
ness, and  employs  on  an  average  fifteen  men ;  it  owns  and  operates  seven  large  mov- 
ing vans,  besides  a  number  of  smaller  wagons.  Mr.  Cox  was  married  July  27,  1892, 
to  Miss  Kathran  A.,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Halligan,  of  Oneida  county,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  two  children:  Walter  and  Anna.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  S.  of  V. 

Steele.  James  Harvey,  Buffalo,  son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret  (Bassett)  Steele, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Florida,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  July  11,  1855.  His 
parents  removed  from  New  England  to  Montgomery  county,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
cooper's  trade,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Buf- 
falo to  accept  a  position  with  the  firm  of  E.  &  B.  Holmes,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  six  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  the  service  of  Frank  Wep- 
ner,  having  charge  of  the  cooperage  department  and  remaining  in  his  employ  until 
March,  1895,  when  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  his  own  account,  in  which 
he  still  continues.  Mr.  Steele  was  married  August  17,  1883,  to  Miss  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Anna  (Smith)  Germain,  of  London,  England.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  Court  Virginia  No.  124,  American  Foresters. 

Jarden,  Wellington  Z. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Zechariah  and  Terrius  (Fissette)  Jarden, 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


505 


was  born  in  Dunnville,  County  Mouck,  Ontario,  October  28,  1867.  After  attending 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  he  was  employed  on  a  farm  for  a  period  of 
eight  years,  after  which  he  entered  a  fruit  evaporating  factory,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  time.  He  next  entered  a  grocery  store  in  the  employ  of  F.  R.  Labor,  of 
Dunnville,  where  he  remained  for  a  year,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  R.  B. 
Patterson  in  the  same  capacity,  and  after  one  year  he  was  emplo3^ed  in  a  woolen 
mill  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this  service  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  dry 
goods  house  of  Fred  Scholfield,  of  Dunnville, where  he  was  employed  until  1893,  when 
he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business,  in  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. Mr.  Jarden  was  married  October  27,  1897,  to  Miss  Lucinda,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Keeley)  Messmore,  of  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Wilson,  George  H.,  Buffalo,  is  well  known  to  the  entire  community,  having  been 
for  man)^  years  foreman  of  the  machine  shop  for  the  old  Shepard  Iron  Works,  now 
the  King  Iron  Works,  of  which  H.  G.  Trout  is  proprietor.  Mr.  Wilson  was  born  in 
Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  September  11,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Hammond)  Wilson,  who  came  from  England  in  1823  and  settled  in  the  county  of 
Niagara.  He  obtained  an  excellent  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Medina,  N. 
Y.,  and  in  1859  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Shepard  Iron  Works, 
where  he  has  remained  nearly  forty  years.  He  has  honestly  earned  the  consider- 
ation in  which  he  is  held  in  the  community,  and  the  reputation  he  has  established 
for  integrity  is  ackowledged  by  all,  especially  by  the  engineers  upon  the  great 
lakes.  He  was  married  April  16,  1878,  to  Helen  C. ,  daughter  of  William  W.  Smith, 
well  known  as  a  builder  of  the  old  Erie  canal  passenger  packets.  They  have  three 
children:  George  W.,  Margaret  A.  and  Joseph  H. 

Hoopes,  Elwin  Lewis,  Buffalo,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Schroeter  &  Hoopes, 
dealers  in  cigars,  tobacco  and  confectionery,  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Clara  S.  (Slayton) 
Hoopes,  and  was  born  in  the  village  of  Linden,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  February  7, 
1847.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary  at  Lima,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1862.  On  December  10  of  the 
following  year  he  enlisted  in  Co.  L,  8th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  his  coun- 
try until  the  close  of  the  war.  Prior  to  this  service,  however,  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  milling  trade  under  the  guidance  of  his  father,  who  was  at  that 
time  engaged  in  milling.  After  the  war  he  continued  this  business  until  1893,  when 
he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  became  the  representative  of  the  Commercial  Oil  Com- 
pany of  Cleveland.  Aside  from  his  oil  business  Mr.  Hoopes  is  also  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Schroeter  &  Hoopes.  He  was  married  February  10,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Robert  H.  and  Amanda  A.  (Baker)  Roberts  of  Attica,  N.  Y.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  one  son,  Charles  L.  Mr.  Hoopes  is  a  member  of  William  Rich- 
ardson Post  No.  254,  G.  A.  R. 

Mason',  James  B.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  W.  and  Agnes  G.  (McClellan)  Mason,  was 
born  at  Tionesta,  Pa.,  February  6,  1869.  .  He  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  and  his  first  business  experience  was  as'a  mes- 
senger boy  for  the  American  Rapid  Telegraph  Company  in  the  Bradford  Oil.  Ex- 
change, and  afterward  was  employed  as  a  drug  clerk  by  Henry  J.  Siegfried  for  one 
111 
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year.  At  this  time  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  Bradford  National  Bank,  which 
he  accepted  and  held  for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  Mr.  Siegfried's  employ 
and  remained  nearly  two  years,  upon  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  entered  the 
University  of  Buffalo  for  the  study  of  pharmacy.  He  was  graduated  with  honor 
from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  1892.  In  1895,  in  company  with  his  brother,  he 
opened  a  drug  store  at  his  present  location,  corner  of  Prospect  avenue  and  Mary- 
land street.  Mr.  Mason  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  and  New  York  State  Phar- 
maceutical Associations.  In  November,  1895,  he  married  Nellie  E.,  daughter  of 
Lyman  M.  Baker  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert  B. 

Masten,  William  Isaac,  Buffalo,  born  in  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  February  18,  1857, 
attended  the  public  schools  and  the  Arcade  Academy,  from  which  latter  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1875.  His  first  business  experience  was  that  of  a 
retail  grocer,  in  which  he  was  very  successful  for  a  number  of  years.  Prior  to  his 
connection  with  the  manufacturing  business  he  was  employed  as  a  traveling  sales- 
man for  Arend  &  Morgan,  wholesale  dry  goods  dealers,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  1884,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Elwood,  Masten  &  Bean,  which 
copartnership  was  continued  until  1887,  and  was  succeeded  by  W.  I.  Masten  &  Co., 
the  present  style  of  the  firm.  The  premises  occupied  are  large  and  spacious,  and 
give  employment  to  a  large  number  of  people.  Mr.  Masten  is  a  member  of  a  num- 
ber of  social  clubs  and  societies,  being  prominently  identified  with  all  branches  of 
Masonry.  On  November  17,  1886,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bedell)  Goodsell,  of  Olean,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter: Gladys  Elizabeth. 

Dilfer,  Nicholas,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Germany.  He  was  born  March  31,  1837, 
received  his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1853  emigrated  to  America.  The 
vessel  he  embarked  in  had  a  stormy  voyage  and  was  on  the  ocean  over  seven  weeks. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  settled  in  Buffalo,  and  found  employment  as  a  black- 
smith's apprentice  in  a  carriage  factory.  In  1859  he  removed  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1861,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
in  the  carriage  business  on  his  own  account.  He  continued  in  this  until  1869,  when 
he  established  a  flour  and  feed  business.  In  1887  Mr.  Dilfer  admitted  his  oldest  son, 
George  N.,  forming  the  present  firm  of  N.  Dilfer  &  Son.  This  house  has  the  pres- 
tige of  having  been  established  nearly  thirty  years,  and  disposes  of  large  quantities 
of  hay,  grain,  etc.  In  1865  Mr.  Dilfer  married  Amelia,  daughter  of  George  Voltz, 
of  Buffalo.  They  have  four  children:  George  N.,  Julia  (Mrs.  Jacob  Mueller),  Frank 
C.  and  Cora  A. 

Young,  David  Casper,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Roth)  Young,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1864.  After  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  city  he  began,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  his  apprenticeship  at  the 
barber's  trade,  and  by  hard  work  and  economic  habits  succeeded  to  the  proprietor- 
ship of  three  of  the  leading  tonsorial  parlors  of  Buffalo.  In  1893  the  firm  of 
Gallagher  &  Young  was  organized  and  opened  the  now  popular  barber  shop  in  the 
basement  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  building,  and  upon  the  completion  of 
the  Ellicott  Square  building  opened  one  in  the  basement  of  that  structure  and  also 
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one  on  the  sixth  floor.  Mr.  Young  was  united  in  marriage,  December  12,  1889,  to 
Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Molder)  Schlenker  of  Buffalo, 
and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Laura  F.  born  August  24,  1893,  and  David 
G.,  born  July  21,  1895.  Mr.  Young  is  a  member  of  Queen  City  Council  No.  259, 
Royal  Arcanum. 

Busch,  Jacob,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Rhine-Bavaria  in  1834,  came  to  America  when 
fourteen  years  old  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1850.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  meat  business.  In  1883  he  organized  the  Busch  Brewing  Company  of  Tona- 
wanda,  of  which  he  was  president  until  his  death,  November  28,  1897.  He  was  also 
a  director  of  the  Lancaster  Brick  Company  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  although  he 
never  held  public  office  yet  he  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the  general  welfare 
of  the  community,  and  was  one  of  Buffalo's  best  known  and  most  respected  citi- 
zens. He  was  a  member  of  the  Masons,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  Select  Knights. 
October  28,  1858,  he  married  Regina  M.  Glasser  of  Buffalo,  who  died  in  September, 
1894,  leaving  eight  children:  Jacob  W.,  John  G.,  William  C. ,  Frederick  A.,  George 
M.,  Charles  V.,  Kate  and  Mrs.  F.  B.  Eberhardt. 

Busch,  Fred,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  January  15,  1843,  and  immigrated  to 
America  in  1860,  settling  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time, 
and  then  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  From  1868  to  1874  he  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  trade,  and  from  that  time  until  1880  he  was  engaged  in  the 
restaurant  business.  In  1876-77  he  was  supervisor  of  the  old  9th  ward  and  for  six 
years  was  keeper  of  the  Erie  County  Alms  House.  In  1893  the  Busch  Brewing  Com- 
pany was  established  and  he  has  since  been  connected  with  that  business.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  he  married  Catherine  C.  Sayer,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Dr.  Fred  C,  George  A.,  and  Catherine.  Mr.  Busch  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason  and  a  member  of  Red  Jacket  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F. 

Gallagher,  Michael,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  born  at  Palmyra,  N.  Y,,  June  22, 
1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Carl)  Gallagher,  who  came  from  the 
north  of  Ireland  in  1865  and  settled  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  At  the  early  age  of  fifteen 
Michael  Gallagher  was  apprenticed  to  the  barber  trade,  and  in  due  course  of  time 
mastered  the  details  of  his  business  and  has  since  given  it  his  continuous  attention. 
In  1882  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1893  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  David  Young  and  opened  the  now  popular  tonsorial  parlor  in  the 
basement  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  Building,  and  upon  the  completion  of 
the  new  Ellicott  Square  building  opened  two  shops  in  that  structure.  Mr.  Gallagher 
is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  He  was  married  June  17,  1891,  to  Katie,  daughter 
of  James  and  Bridget  (Kelly)  Reynolds,  of  Buffalo.  To  them  have  been  born  two 
children:  James  M.  and  Frank  C.  He  is  a  genial,  courteous  gentleman,  and  is  held 
in  universal  regard  and  confidence. 

Gaertner,  William,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Philip  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  Gaertner, 
was  born  January  26,  I860,  in  Wiesbaden,  Germany,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  royal  gymnasium.    He  traveled  in  France  and  Belgium,  was  a  student 
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at  the  Royal  Atheneum  in  Arlon,  Belgium,  for  one  and  one-half  years,  and  after- 
ward attended  the  universities  of  Marburg  in  Hesse  and  of  Halle,  Germany,  gradu- 
ating from  the  latter  in  the  philosophical  department  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  in 
1885.  He  was  subsequently  an  officer  of  the  reserve  in  the  German  army  and  a 
teacher  in  the  royal  gymnasia  at  Wiesbaden,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  For  about  six  years  he  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Buffalo  High  School.  Meantime  he  became  a  student  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1894.  The  same  year  he  passed  the  examination  before  the 
medical  board  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Since  then  he  has  been 
in  active  and  successful  practice.  Dr.  Gaertner  is  a  member  and  vice-president  of 
the  German  Young  Men's  Association,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus,  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Turn  Verein,  and  attending  physician  to  the  German  Deaconesses 
Hospital.  In  August,  1890,  he  married  Amelia,  daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Fuchs, 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son:  Edward  Carl,  born  October  22,  1893. 

Brush,  Hon.  Alexander,  Buffalo,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  the  third  son  and 
fifth  child  of  a  family  of  ten  children  of  Jacob  Brush  and  Phebe  Gushing.  His  grand- 
father, Alexander  Brush,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  became  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Del- 
aware county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  founded  the  hamlet  of  Brushland,  in  the  town  of 
Bovina.  and  where  he  built  a  grist  mill  and  saw  mill.  He  reared  three  sons:  Joel, 
Jacob  and  Alexander,  who  settled  near  the  paternal  homestead  at  Brushland.  Jacob 
Brush  married  Phebe  Gushing,  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  had  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  except  one,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1827 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  a  farm  in  Lebanon,  Colum.bia  county.  In  1835  they  re- 
moved to  Savannah,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  six  hundred  acres  of 
unimproved  land,  and  where  the  father  died.  Alexander  Brush,  his  son,  was  born 
in  Brushland,  Delaware  county,  February  8,  1824.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  at- 
tending the  district  school  winters,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  assisted  nobly 
in  the  care  of  his  mother  and  her  family.  He  learned  brickmaking,  and  also  drove 
a  team  on  the  construction  of  the  Rochester  and  Auburn  Railroad,  and  in  1835  came 
with  the  family  to  Golden,  Erie  county.  Soon  afterward  he  found  employment  in 
the  brick  yards  in  and  near  Buffalo,  where  he  settled  permanently  and  established 
himself  in  business  as  a  brick  manufacturer  in  1848,  his  brother,  William  C.  Brush, 
being  his  partner.  The  firm  of  Brush  &  Brother  continued  in  this  business  for  over 
forty  years,  manufacturing  as  many  as  12,000,000  brick  annually.  Mr.  Brush  was  an 
able  business  man,  and  a  prominent  Whig  in  early  life,  but  on  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  became  one  of  its  warmest  supporters.  He  was  elected  alderman 
of  the  old  Third  ward  in  1860,  1863  and  1865,  and  in  1867  was  elected  street  commis- 
sioner of  Buffalo.  In  1869  he  was  nominated,  against  his  wishes,  and  elected  mayor 
of  the  city,  and  in  1872  was  re-elected  by  a  sweeping  majority.  He  declined  a  third 
nomination,  but  in  1879  was  again  elected  mayor,  and  thus  served  three  terms  in 
that  high  office.  No  man  ever  had  a  better  public  record  than  Alexander  Brush. 
He  was  a  politician  of  the  highest  type,  a  man  universally  respected  and  esteemed 
and  an  officer  whose  integrit3^  courage  and  faithfulness  were  never  questioned.  In 
April,  1863,  he  married  Lucinda  Bucklin,  of  Titusville,  Pa.,  who  died  in  less  than  a 
year  afterward.    In  1866  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Leonard,  daughter  of  D,  S. 
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Warner,  of  South  Wales,  Erie  county.  He  had  no  children.  On  May  25,  1892,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brush  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  steamer  Fnesland,  bound  for  Antwerp, 
and  on  the  seventh  day  out — June  1 — Mr.  Brush  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease. 

Bray,  William  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Boyer)  Bray,  was  born  in 
Steubenville,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  November  25,  1863.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Steubenville  High  School  in  1879,  and  then  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
United  States  Baking  Company,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  which  position  he  held  three 
years.  In  1882  he  returned  home  to  accept  the  post  of  deputy  city  and  county  treas- 
urer under  his  father,  who  was  for  six  years  the  treasurer  of  Jefferson  county  and  of 
the  city  of  Steubenville  Mr.  Bray  served  in  this  capacity  for  about  four  years,  and 
then  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Baking  Company,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  1892.  In  the  mean  time  his  father  had  removed  to  Buft'alo  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  builders'  supply  business,  which  he  continued  until  1892,  when 
William  F.  Bray  and  Charles  W.  Booth  succeeded  him.  The  firm  of  Bray  &  Booth, 
which  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Builders'  Exchange,  has  since  conducted  the  busi- 
ness with  uniform  success,  and  are  among  the  largest  dealers  in  fire  clay  products 
and  builders'  supplies  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Bray  is  a  member  of  the  Steubenville  (Ohio) 
Lodge  No.  145,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Steubenville  Chapter  No.  15,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Queen 
City  Council  No.  259,  R.  A.  of  Buffalo.  June  17,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Daisy  F., 
daughter  of  Joseph  Ford,  of  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio. 

Booth,  Charles  W. ,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Kiddell)  Booth,  who 
came  from  England  to  America  in  the  early  fifties,  settling  first  m  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. , 
whence  they  soon  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  Charles  W.  was  born.  William  Booth 
was  the  founder  of  the  Buffalo  Stained  Glass  Works,  one  of  the  earliest  industries  of 
the  kind  in  the  city.  He  was  a  practical  stained  glass  worker,  having  learned  the 
business  in  England,  and  as  a  citizen  and  business  man  was  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed.  He  died  in  April,  1892,  in  his  seventy-second  year.  Charles  W.  Booth 
was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buft'alo,  and  obtained  his  first  busi- 
ness experience  in  the  office  of  John  Lyth  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  sewer  pipe  and 
building  materials.  After  remaining  in  their  employ  for  a  period  of  ten  years  he 
was  obliged  to  resign  his  position  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  on  the  advice  of  his 
physician  he  went  abroad,  remaining  for  a  short  time  at  Carlsbad.  Returning  to 
Buffalo  he  was  variously  employed  until  1895,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
William  F.  Bray,  under  the  style  of  Bray  &  Booth,  and  engaged  in  the  builders'  sup- 
ply business.  The  firm  deals  extensively  in  sewer  pipe,  fire  brick,  flue  Imings,  and 
all  fire  clay  materials,  and  control  the  sale  in  Buffalo  and  vicinity  of  the  products  of 
the  Diamond  Fire  Clay  Company,  of  Uhrichsville,  Ohio.  The  firm  is  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Builders'  Exchange.  Mr.  Booth  was  married  July  10,  1883,  to  Mary  H., 
daughter  of  John  Caudell,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children:  Raymond  C.  and 
Evelyn  M. 

Watson,  Henry  M.,  Buffalo,  president  of  the  Buffalo  Railway  Company,  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  Buffalo  railway 
system  since  1869.  His  father  was  a  distinguished  educator  in  the  eastern  part  of 
this  State  and  afterward  served  in  the  Legislature  in  1839.    Mr.  Watson  was  born 


510 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1857  went  to  Albany,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
banking  business  until  1867.  During  the  last  two  years  of  his  residence  in  that  city 
he  was  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  now  a 
part  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  system.  In  1868  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  was 
elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Street  Railroad  Company.  In  1871  he 
was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  East  Side  Railway  Company,  and 
upon  the  death  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  Watson,  in  1881,  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Street  Railroad  Company;  both  of  these  roads  are  now  consolidated 
with  the  Buffalo  Railway  Company.  In  November,  1890,  the  Buffalo  Street  Rail- 
road, the  Buffalo  East  Side  Railway  and  the  Buffalo  West 'Side  Street  Rrdlroad  were 
consolidated  into  the  present  Buffalo  Railway  Company  and  Mr.  Watson  was  elected 
president,  a  position  of  high  trust  in  its  management.  To  his  rare  executive  ability 
and  wisdom  in  the  choice  of  his  subordinates  is  due  the  thanks  of  the  community  for 
the  excellent  service  it  now  enjoys.  He  spared  no  expense  in  securing  capable  as- 
sistants who  could  be  depended  upon  to  carry  out  his  ideas,  and  the  results  of  his 
superior  management  are  abundantly  manifest.  It  is  universally  conceded  that  no 
city  in  the  Union  has  a  better  street  railway  system  than  Buffalo.  Mr.  Watson  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  and  of  the  Union  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  vice-president  of  the  Fidelity  I^oan  and  Trust  Company,  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  in  Buffalo  since  its  organization.  He  is 
also  vice-dean  of  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library, 
a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  church.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders,  in  1882,  of  the  American  Street  Railway  Association,  which 
covers  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  was  elected  president  at  the  convention 
held  in  Buffalo  in  October,  1890.  At  Saratoga,  in  the  spring  of  1885,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Street  Railway  Association  of  the  State  of  New  York.  While  a 
resident  of  Albany  Mr.  Watson  was  one  of  the  founders,  in  1861,  of  Co.  A,  10th 
R6gt.,  N.  G.  N.  Y.,  and  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  second  lieutenant  in  1868;  he 
is  still  an  honorary  member  of  the  company,  On  January  1,  1880,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  aide-de-camp,  with  rank  of  colonel,  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Alonzo  B. 
Cornell. 

Donald,  Charles  C,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1873. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he  took  a 
course  in  Eastman's  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He  then  entered 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  where  he  pursued  a  course  in  pharmacy,  and  then  entered 
the  drug  store  of  John  Thomas  at  169  Allen  street,  Buffalo.  Later  he  succeeded  Mr. 
Thomas  in  business,  which  he  has  since  successfuly  conducted.  Mr.  Donald  is  a  sou 
of  Thomas  H.  and  Helen  (Cotlin)  Donald,  both  of  Scotch  descent.  He  enjoys  the 
good  will  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Barth,  John  A.,  Buffalo,  came  to  America  from  Germany,  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  His  first  employment  was  in  a  sausage  manufactory,  where  he  worked 
seven  months.  Subsequently  he  entered  a  machine  shop  as  an  apprentice,  and 
learned  his  trade.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  service,  serving  his  country  faith- 
fully in  the  4th  N.  Y.  Artillery,  under  Captain  Scbelling.  In  1881  he  became  the 
Buffalo  agent  of  the  Diebold  Safe  and  Lock  Company,  of  Canton,  Ohio,  and  has 
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now  been  the  company's  representative  for  seventen  years.  Through  his  efforts  the 
contract  for  the  vaults  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building  was  awarded  to  his  house. 

Gay,  Charles  Curtis  Fenn,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  for  many  years  one  of  the  foremost  phy- 
sicians of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  January  7,  1821. 
His  father,  William  Gay,  jr.,  traced  his  lineage  direct  to  John  Gay,  oE  England,  who 
came  over  on  the  ship  Mary  and  John,  on  May  30,  1630,  and  settled  in  Watertown, 
but  later  removed  to  Dedham,  Mass.  From  him  have  descended  many  notable  men 
who  have  wielded  powerful  influences  in  commercial,  professional,  and  public  life. 
Dr.  Gay's  mother  was  a  aistant  cousin  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  the  great  war  secretary. 
During  Dr.  Gay's  early  boyhood  his  parents  removed  to  Lebanon  Springs,  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  a  thorough  preparatory  education.  In  1843  he  at- 
tended the  Brockport  (N.  Y.)  Collegiate  Institute,  and  in  1844  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  Joseph  Bates,  of  Lebanon  Springs.  He  soon  went  to  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  studied  with  Dr.  H.  H.  Childs,  who  had  been  lieutenant-governor 
of  that  State.  He  also  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College 
and  another  in  the  medical  school  in  Woodstock,  Vt. ,  and  a  third  course  at  the  for- 
mer institution,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  the  fall  of  1846.  He 
then  went  to  Philadelphia  and  took  a  winter  course  of  instruction  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  and  clmics  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  In  1847  Dr.  Gay  began 
active  practice  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  but  soon  removed  to  Byron,  Genesee  county,  N. 
Y.,  whence  he  finally  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  On 
the  organization  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  in  1855  he  was  chosen  consulting 
surgeon,  and  three  years  later  was  appointed  attending  surgeon,  a  position  he  filled 
until  1884.  He  was  one  of  the  active  founders  of  that  institution,  many  of  the  early 
meetings  being  held  at  his  office.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  by  the  Union  Defense 
Committee  of  Buffalo  as  surgeon  in  charge  of  Fort  Porter,  and  in  that  capacity  ex- 
amined and  had  charge  of  the  49th  N.  Y.  Vols.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a 
member  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
and  one  of  its  early  curators  of  botany.  He  was  also  a  founder  and  the  first  surgeon - 
in-chief,  in  1876,  of  the  Buffalo  Surgical  Infirmary,  and  on  the  establishment  of  the 
medical  department  of  Niagara  University  he  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  clinical 
surgery,  which  position  he  held  until  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign,  when  he  was 
made  emeritus  professor.  He  was  a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society  from  1861,  a  member  and  president  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, several  times  a  delegate  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  in  1885  a 
delegate  to  the  British  Medical  Society,  when  he  made  a  tour  of  England,  France, 
Germany,  and  Switzerland.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Central  Presby- 
terian church,  a  frequent  contributor  to  medical  journals,  and  a  citizen  widely  re- 
spected and  esteemed.  As  a  physician  and  surgeon  he  won  the  highest  honors  and 
was  beloved  in  numberless  homes.  He  achieved  eminence  and  success  duringa  long 
professional  career,  and  died  March  27,  1886.  In  January,  1854,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Tifft,  daughter  of  the  late  George  W.  Tifft,  of  Buffalo,  who  survives  him. 

Safford,  Clarence  E  ,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Sophia  (Van  Tyne)  Saf- 
ford,  and  was  born  at  Clarence  Center,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  April  12,  1850.  On  his 
father's  side  he  is  of  English  descent.    His  mother's  ancestors  were  early  Knicker- 
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bocker  settlers.  His  paternal  grandfather  came  to  Erie  county  by  wagon  from  Con- 
necticut in  the  summer  of  1826,  when  Henry  B.  was  an  infant,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  being  in  politics  a  Jacksonian  Democrat.  The  Van 
Tynes  were  also  early  settlers  of  this  county,  the  mother  of  Clarence  E.  being  a 
daughter  of  E.  G.  Van  Tyne,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clarence  in  1846,  and 
who  married  Mary  M.  Magoffin,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  the  same  year.  Henry  B. 
Safford  sawed  the  first  ties  for  that  section  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cheektowaga.  Clarence  E.  Safford  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  for  several  years  was  connected  with  his  father's  furniture  fac- 
tory. Later  he  went  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  to  accept  a  position  in  the  radiator  works  of 
T.  C.  Joy,  afterward  becoming  superintendent  of  the  plant.  During  this  service  he 
made  numerous  experiments  in  practical  heating,  and  secured  valuable  patents  on 
radiators.  In  1887  he  established  at  Toronto,  Ontario,  the  Toronto  Radiator  Manu- 
facturing Company.  In  1893  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  continued  this  business 
under  the  name  of  the  International  Radiator  Company.  This  company  is  still 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  radiators  under  patents  obtained  by  Mr.  Safford. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  a  public  spirited,  enterprising  citizen. 
January  5,  1871,  he  married  Charity,  daughter  of  W.  L.  Lane,  of  Titusville,  Pa.,  and 
their  children  are  Lafayette  E.,  Harry  L. ,  Mary  S.  and  Clarence  W. 

Dark,  Thomas,  sr.,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  oldest  and  foremost  contractors  and  sani- 
tary engineers  in  Western  New  York,  was  born  at  Kingswood,  near  Bristol,  Glou- 
cester county,  England,  December  21,  1814.  Learning  the  trade  of  mason  and 
builder  in  Bristol  he  followed  it  successfully  for  a  number  of  years,  taking  many 
large  and  important  contracts  on  his  own  account.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  first  employed  on  the  post-office 
building  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Seneca  streets.  A  little  later  he  engaged 
in  small  contracts  on  his  own  account,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  extensive  con- 
tracting and  building  business  that  has  ever  since  been  carried  on  by  the  firm  of 
Thomas  Dark  &  Sons  (George  Dark  and  Thomas  Dark,  jr.).  Samuel  J.  Dark,  a  son 
of  Thomas,  jr.,  and  a  grandson  of  Thomas  Dark,  sr.,  has  been  an  active  member  of 
this  firm  since  1890  and  the  general  manager  of  the  business  during  the  past  seven 
years.  About  1882  the  firm  added  a  plumbing  department  in  connection  with  their 
sanitary  and  contracting  business,  and  this  is  in  charge  of  Walter  H.  Caines  as  gen- 
eral superintendent,  a  practical  plumber  of  eighteen  years'  experience.  This  branch, 
which  has  been  conducted  since  1893  by  the  firm  of  Thomas  Dark,  Sons  &  Co.,  of 
which  Mr.  Caines  is  a  member,  has  grown  to  important  proportions,  and  like  the 
great  contracting  industry  of  Thomas  Dark  &  Sons  is  one  of  the  leading  enterprises 
of  the  kind  in  the  city.  Thomas  Dark,  sr.,  is  a  recognized  authority  on  sanitary 
construction.  He  is  an  able  sanitary  engineer  as  well  as  a  veteran  contractor,  and 
is  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  the  Dark  sewer  receiver  and  stench  trap  and  a  device 
for  cleaning  main  sewers,  both  of  which  are  in  general  use.  He  is  also  the  origin- 
ator of  other  valuable  sanitary  inventions.  He  was  married  in  1833  to  Eliza  Willis, 
of  Kingswood,  England. 

Smith,  Chauncey  Pelton,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Hon.  T.  Guilford  Smith  and  Mary 
Stewart  Ives,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October  27,  1869,  and  when 
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young  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  received  a  public  and  high  school 
education.  He  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1893,  and  afterward  was  appointed  house  surgeon  at  the  Fitch  Ac- 
cident Hospital.  Later  he  attended  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  Baltimore,  and  was  appointed  to  the  surgical  staff  of  the  hospital,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  June,  1894,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  became 
an  assistant  of  Dr.  Roswell  Park.  Dr.  Smith  is  assistant  attending  surgeon  to  the 
Fitch  Accident  Hospital,  instructor  in  surgery  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  chairman  of  the  surgical  section  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of 
Medicine,  and  a  member  of  the  Association  of  American  Microscopists,  the  Buffalo 
Microscopical  Society,  and  of  the  Saturn  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  of  Buffalo. 

Scheu,  Jacob  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Grahling)  Scheu,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  14,  1857.  His  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1853.  His  mother  was  born  in  Erie  county.  Mr.  Scheu 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  took  a  full  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College  and  then  entered  his  father's  flour  and  feed  store,  with  which  he  has  ever 
since  been  connected.  On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1894  he  formed  a  copartnership 
with  his  brother,  Otto  B.,  under  the  style  of  Scheu  Brothers.  The  business  has 
been  established  for  over  forty  years,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  in  its  line 
in  the  city.  An  extensive  trade  in  flour,  feed,  hay,  straw,  grain,  etc.,  is  conducted. 
Mr.  Scheu  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  married  in 
1884  to  Louisa  K.  Giesser,  daughter  of  G.  Giesser  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Florence  J.,  born  February  1,  1888;  Rosina  L.,  born  April  12,  1893,  and 
Jacob  Walter,  born  August  4,  1894. 

Williams,  Gibson  T. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  L.  and  Annie  (Addicks)  Williams, 
was  born  January  30,  1870,  in  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  where  he  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  private  schools.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  and 
and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  University  in  1891,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
He  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Worthington  C.  Miner,  but  subse- 
quently entered  the  wholesale  shoe  house  of  O.  R.  Ramsdell,  Sweet  &  Co.,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  1895,  being  their  general  manager  during  the  last  two  years. 
In  1895,  Mr.  Williams  formed  a  copartnership  with  Charles  E.  Mitchell,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Williams  &  Mitchell,  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  This 
firm  still  continues  as  organized,  and  represents  many  prominent  fire  insurance  com- 
panies. Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks  No.  441,  F. 
&  A.  M.  He  was  married  on  April  21,  1897,  to  Miss  Alice  Curriers  Perew,  daughter 
of  Frank  Perew,  of  Buffalo. 

Hill,  Julian  P.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  at  Isle  La  Motte,  Grand  Isle  county,  Vt., 
December  12,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Dyer  Hill,  who  served  as  a  member  of  the  Ver- 
mont Legislature  in  1849-50.  His  mother,  Martha  P.  (Hall)  Hill,  was  a  member  of 
a  well  known  family  whose  ancestors  in  America  settled  in  New  England  early  in 
the  17th  century.  Dr.  Hill  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm,  on  the  historic 
Isle  La  Motte,  and  at  an  early  age  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
mmm 
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P.  A.  Wheeler,  of  Alburg,  Vt.  He  completed  his  studies  at  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Vermont,  at  Burlington,  from  which  institution  he  was  honor- 
ably graduated  in  June,  1884,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  immediately  after- 
ward began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  North  Hero,  Vt.  He  remained  in  North 
Hero  until  March,  1887,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  conducted 
a  very  successful  practice,  being  now  located  at  424  West  Ferry  street.  Dr.  Hill  was 
married  November  4,  1880,  to  Miss  Nancy  A.,  daughter  of  Sumner  J.  and  Cynthia 
F.  (Grant)  Rockwell,  of  Alburg,  Vt.,  and  they  have  one  son.  Dean  Richmond  Hill, 
born  February  28,  1887. 

Polakoff,  L.,  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  leading  wholesale  and  retail  coal  and  ice 
firms  in  Buffalo,  was  established  in  1889  by  Charles  Polakoff,  who  came  to  America 
from  Russia  in  December,  1888.  In  1891  the  firm  of  L.  Polakoff  &  Co.  was  formed, 
and  since  May,  1896,  the  business  has  been  under  the  management  of  L.  Polakoff. 
They  are  extensive  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  coal  and  ice,  having  their  head- 
quarters at  340  Clinton  street  and  a  branch  at  409-411  High  street. 

Simon,  William,  Buffalo,  proprietor  of  the  well-known  John  Schusler  Brewing 
Company,  was  born  in  Benchen,  Baden,  Germany,  May  22,  1853,  and  received  a  pub- 
lic school  education.  As  a  boy  he  was  employed  in  his  father's  brewery.  When 
eighteen  he  came  to  America,  and  after  working  at  the  cooperage  trade  for  a  short 
time  in  Morrisania,  N.  Y.,  settled  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county,  where  he  was  con- 
nected with  different  breweries  for  six  years.  He  then  became  foreman  in  the 
brewery  of  Conrad  Decher  at  East  Boston,  Mass.,  but  one  year  later  removed  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  has  since  resided.  Here  he  was  braumeister  for  George  Rochevot 
and  afterward  for  George  Roos,  and  for  eight  years  was  braumeister  and  superin- 
tendent for  Gerhard  Lang,  and  later  revisited  Germany  for  his  health.  Returning 
to  Buffalo  in  1888  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mrs.  Susan  ^chusler,  widow  of  the 
late  John  Schusler,  and  took  charge  of  the  famous  Schusler  brewer}'.  In  October, 
1894,  Mr.  Simon  became  sole  proprietor.  This  brewery  was  established  on  Broad- 
way in  1852,  and  in  1854  was  removed  to  the  corner  of  Emslie  and  Eagle  streets, 
where  it  now  occupies  nearly  an  entire  block.  Its  capacity^is  about  100,000  barrels 
of  beer  annually.  In  1873  Mr.  Simon  married  Theresa  Bronstetter,  of  Germany, 
and  they  have  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Fearey,  Thomas  H.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bedford,  England,  February  19,  1844, 
but  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  m  this  country.  His  parents  emigrated  to  America 
when  he  was  quite  young  and  settled  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  attended  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Fearey  was  graduated  from  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  in  1863.  After  having  successfully  passed  the  examination  in 
Washington  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Signal  Corps  b)^ 
President  Lincoln,  and  served  in  the  defenses  of  Washington  until  1864.  when  he 
was  ordered  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  General  Meade.  In  August,  1865, 
he  resigned  this  position,  returned  to  Albany  and  entered  the  wholesale  shoe  manu- 
factory of  his  father,  and  was  soon  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1880  a  stock  company  was  formed,  of  which  he  was  made  presi- 
dent, which  position  he  held  for  three  years,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to  Europe 
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to  take  a  special  course  in  electricity  and  chemistry.  After  spending  four  years 
abroad  he  returned  to  this  country  and  accepted  the  professorship  of  applied  physics 
at  the  Vanderbilt  University  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  While  in  Nashville  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Nashville  Street  Railway  Company  to  investigate  the  advisability  of 
a  storage  battery  system,  and  after  a  thorough  canvass  decided  that  the  trolley  sys- 
tem was  the  most  practicable,  which  they  adopted.  It  was  through  this  investiga- 
tion that  he  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company, 
who  offered  him  a  position,  which  he  accepted.  He  has  since  been  connected  with 
this  company  and  their  successors,  having  had  charge  of  offices  in  Louisville  and 
Nashville,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Buffalo  office.  In  1880  Mr.  Fearey  was  elect- 
ed by  the  Alumni  Association  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  Union  College  for  a  period  of 
four  years.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  a  trustee,  to  succeed  his  father,  of  the 
Hamilton  Theological  Seminary.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Loyal  Legion  of 
the  United  States. 

Baltz,  George,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Magdalene  (Knodel)  Baltz,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  17,  1857,  and  received  a  public  school  education.  He 
spent  several  years  in  various  mercantile  pursuits,  and  in  1878  became  a  clerk  for 
Oatman  Brothers,  commission  merchants  at  the  Elk  street  market,  in  which  business 
he  was  engaged  until  1891.  In  that  year  Comptroller  Edward  C.  Shafer  appointed 
him  tax  collector,  a  position  he  held  two  years.  In  1893  he  was  unanimously  nom- 
inated for  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Erie  county  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
over  11,000.  He  served  his  term  of  three  years  with  marked  ability  and  great  satis- 
faction, and  then  resumed  business  in  connection  with  the  Becherer  Packing  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Baltz  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Turn  Verein  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  October  1,  1885,  he  married  Ida  A.  Bech- 
erer of  Buffalo. 

Berrick,  Charles,  Buffalo,  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  was  born  in  Coles- 
hill,  Warwickshire,  England,  December  11,  1826,  and  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation. He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  mason  and  bricklayer  with 
George  Stephenson  &  Son,  locomotive  builders,  and  with  others,  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  afterward  followed  that  business  until  1850,  when  he 
came  to  America  in  the  bark  "  Henry."  He  settled  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1852  engaged 
in  business  for  himself  as  a  mason  and  contractor.  Among  the  many  noted  struc- 
tures which  stand,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  monuments  to  his  industry,  are  the 
Erie  and  Lake  Shore  round  houses  in  Buffalo,  several  elevators,  the  Tifft  House,  the 
German  Insurance  building,  the  Hengerer  store,  St  Louis  church,  the  Coal  and  Iron 
Exchange,  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the  Hotel  Iroquois,  the  Marine  Bank,  and  numerous 
dwellings.  In  1892  he  admitted  his  sons  Alfred  A.  and  John  F.  to  partnership,  and 
in  1894  he  retired.  Since  the  latter  year  the  business  has  been  continued  under  the 
firm  name  of  Charles  Berrick's  Sons,  Mr.  Berrick  was  for  over  over  forty  years  one 
of  the  leading  contractors  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  prominent,  public  spirited  citizen, 
widely  esteemed  and  respected,  and  has  always  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community.    December  24,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Callan,  of  Buffalo. 
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Ey,  August,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Louise  (Fox)  Ey,  and  was  born  in 
Hanover,  Germany,  June  14,  1843.  His  father  died  in  1849,  and  in  1854  he  came  to 
this  country  with  his  widowed  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters  and  settled  in  Buf- 
falo, where  his  mother  died  in  1890,  aged  eighty-six.  When  eleven  years  old  he  en- 
gaged in  business  for  himself,  becommg  a  fruit  peddler  on  a  capital  of  seventeen 
cents.  His  next  venture  was  a  fruit  stand  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Exchange 
streets.  These  enterprises  proving  successful,  he  finally  established  himself  in  the 
business  of  baker  and  confectioner  on  Elk  street,  and  afterward  opened  a  store  at 
291  Main  street,  where  the  Ellicott  Square  building  now  stands,  and  wheie  he  re- 
mained twenty  years,  or  until  the  old  structure  was  torn  down.  He  is  still  located 
on  the  old  spot,  having  in  the  new  building  one  of  ,the  finest  confectionery  stores  m 
the  city.  Mr.  Ey  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  for  seventeen  years  was 
a  member  of  the  74th  Regt.  N.  G.  N.  Y. 

Hitzel,  Gustave  A.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  J.  and  Bertha  J.  (Drobisch)  Hitzel, 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  His  parents  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  in  1853.  Dr.  Hitzel  received  his  elemenary  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  September,  1888,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  m  the  office  of  Dr.  Lucian 
Howe,  who  became  his  preceptor  while  at  college.  In  May,  1892,  he  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  after  passing  a  com- 
petitive examination  he  was  appointed  interne  at  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  where 
he  remained  one  year.  In  May,  1893,  he  opened  an  office  for  the  general  practice  of 
his  profession  at  9  East  Parade  avenue,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  June,  1893, 
he  was  appointed  clmical  assistant  at  the  Buffalo  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  later 
to  the  position  of  assistant  surgeon,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now  acting.  He  was 
married  September  14,  1893,  to  Miss  Roberta  L.  Cooke,  of  Orillia,  Ontario,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  a  son,  Roswell  C.  Dr.  Hitzel  is  a  member  of,  and  examining 
physician  for,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Foresters.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  and  of 
children. 

Hausle,  Eugene  J.,  D.  D.  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Paul  and  Mary  A.  (Lanz)  Hausle,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  12,  1869.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
private  schools  in  his  native  city.  In  1886  he  entered  the  Pennsylvania  College  of 
Dental  Surgery  at  Philadelphia,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1888.  In  1890  he  opened  an  office  for  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged.  In  his  profes- 
sion Dr.  Hausle  is  noted  especially  for  his  conscientiousness  and  thorough  devotion 
to  his  life's  work,    He  is  unquestionably  a  man  with  a  bright  future. 

Schweikhard,  George,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Elizabeth  (Bauer)  Schweik- 
hard,  and  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  March  20,  1874.  In  October,  1889,  became 
to  this  country  and  settled  in  Lyons,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  remained  until  April,  1891, 
when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  grocery  store  of  F.  T. 
Gardiner,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  four  years.  He  then  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  John  Ferdinand,  under  the  style  of  the  S.  &  F.  Grocery  Company,  at  522 
Seneca  street,  and  on  October  1,  1895,  they  removed  to  their  present  location  at  530 
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Seneca  street.  Mr.  Schweikhard  was  married  January  1,  1898,  to  Miss  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  L.  and  Mary  (Vosburgh)  CHfford,  of  Buffalo.  He  is  an  industrious, 
energetic,  and  hard  working  young  business  man. 

Bensler.  Frank  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Herman  and  Frances  (Spath)  Bensler,  natives 
of  Germany,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  7,  1862.  His  parents  came  to  America 
in  1836  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  his  father  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  fur- 
niture dealer.  Mr.  Bensler  attended  St.  Louis  parochial  school,  learned  the  trade 
of  wood-engraver,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  business  at  219  Main  street.  In 
1887  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  John  E.  Wesley,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bensler 
&  Wesley,  and  established  a  general  printing  and  engraving  business  at  347  Main 
street,  whence  they  finally  removed  to  their  present  location  at  80  Terrace.  They 
number  among  their  customers  some  of  the  largest  business  firms  in  this  section  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Bensler  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Institute,  of  which  he 
was  a  director  in  1888.  He  was  married  February  18,  1886,  to  Frances,  daughter  of 
Theodore  Zies,  of  Buffalo. 

Wendt,  Henry  W.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1863,  received  a 
public  school  education,  and  learned  the  machinist's  trade  in  the  Buff  alo  Forge  Com- 
pany's establishment.  In  1886  he  became  a  member  of  that  firm,  his  brother,  Wil- 
liam F.  Wendt,  being  the  senior  partner.  Mr.  Wendt  has  designed  and  installed 
some  of  the  largest  heating  and  ventilating  plants  in  the  country,  and  has  charge  of 
the  mechanical  construction  m  the  company's  factory.  He  is  somewhat  distinguished 
as  an  inventor,  and  has  been  granted  several  patents  for  improvements  in  various 
-lines  of  engineering.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Builders'  Exchange  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  240,  in  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163,  in  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20, 
in  the  Consistory  32d  degree,  and  in  the  Shrine.  In  November,  1886,  he  married 
Edith  May,  daughter  of  Edgar  A.  Forsyth,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons; 
Edgar  F.  and  Harry  W.,  .  -     v-  - 

Whipple,  Electa  B.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Charlotte  (Alverson) 
Whipple,  was  born  at  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  and  received  her  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Gowanda  High  School.  Subsequently 
she  entered  upon  a  preparatory  classical  course  for  college  in  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  and  after  completing  the  same  with  honors  entered  Gene- 
see College,  located  at  the  same  place.  After  two  years  spent  in  Genesee  College 
she  entered  Syracuse  University,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1874,  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.  B. ,  and  in  1877  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  same  university.  From 
the  medical  college  of  Syracuse  University  she  graduated  in  1884,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D. ,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine.  On  May  1,  1888, 
she  formed  a  copartnership  with  Dr.  Anna  Fiske  Crowell,  who  was  her  classmate  in 
the  medical  college,  and  they  then  located  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  This  relation  continued 
until  the  death  of  Dr.  Crowell  on  September  2,  1888.  Since  that  time  she  has  con- 
tinued the  practice  of  medicine  at  Buffalo.  In  1895  she  spent  some  time  in  study  in 
the  hospitals  of  Vienna.  Dr.  Whipple  has  been  a  contributor  to  the  Buffalo  Medical 
Journal  and  was  a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Woman's  Edition  of  that 
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journal  published  in  June,  1S96.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Association  of  Collegiate 
Alumnae,  of  the  Alpha  Phi  Fraternity,  of  the  Buffalo  Microscopical  Society,  of  the 
Physicians'  League,  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Erie,  and  of  that  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Irish,  George,  Buffalo,  president  of  the  George  Irish  Paper  Company,  is  the  son 
of  William  Henry  and  Martha  C.  (Calhoun)  Irish,  and  was  born  in  Lewiston,  Niagara 
count3^  N.  J.,  July  11,  1843.  His  mother  was  a  relative  of  the  distinguished  states- 
man, John  C.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Irish  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  village 
in  winter  and  worked  summers  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  28th  N.  Y. 
Vols.  He  served  his  country  faithfully  for  two  years,  being  honorably  discharged 
May  22,  1863,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  On  July  4,  1863,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  a 
youth  with  no  capital  save  a  vast  amount  of  perseverance,  energy,  and  natural 
ability.  Since  then,  during  a  period  of  over  thirty-four  years,  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  paper  business,  being  now  the  oldest  and  best-known  paper  dealer  in 
Western  New  York.  In  August,  1896,  the  George  Irish  Paper  Company  was  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  the  State,  with  George  Irish,  president;  J.  Lewis  Samp- 
son, vice  president;  and  Henry  G.  Drummer,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  busi- 
ness, which  is  located  at  98  and  100  Pearl  street,  furnishes  steady  employment  to  a 
large  staff  of  employees.  In  1897  a  large  addition  was  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  old 
building,  running  back  to  Erie  street,  making  the  capacity  of  the  warehouse  445 
carloads  of  paper.  Mr.  Irish  is  a  prominent,  energetic,  and  public  spirited  citizen, 
and  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  April,  1867,  he  married 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Jacob  Heiser,  an  old  and  respected  resident  of  Buffalo. 

Fowler,  Joseph,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  has  the  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  endear 
a  man  to  men,  and  he  is  among  those  citizens  of  Buffalo  who  are  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  by  their  fellows.  Dr.  Fowler  is  descended  on  both  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal sides  from  the  pioneer  families  of  the  State.  His  great-grandparents,  William 
Fowler  and  Mary  Weeks  Fowler,  and  Gideon  Wilber  and  Ruth  Bathrick  Wilber, 
were  residents  of  what  is  now  Saratoga  county  long  before  that  district  had  any  in- 
dependent existence.  His  grandparents,  Joseph  Fowler  and  Margaret  Vollwider 
Fowler,  and  Samuel  Wilber  and  Sarah  Emes  Close  Wilber,  and  his  parents,  William 
J.  Fowler  and  Elizabeth  Wilber  Fowler,  continued  to  make  their  homes  where  the 
ancestral  roof  had  been.  Dr.  Fowler  was  born  in  Clifton  Park  township,  Saratoga 
county,  May  3,  1847.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  school  and  in 
the  neighboring  academy  at  Half  Moon.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  the  student  turned 
teacher,  and  the  next  three  years  of  his  life  were  spent  teaching  in  the  little  wooden 
school  house  of  his  native  town.  His  residence  in  Buffalo  began  in  1869  when  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1873.  His  professional  career  has  been  successful.  For  ten  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  Hospital,  and  since  1886 
has  filled  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the  Department  of  Police  with  marked  ability  and 
zeal.  While  giving  to  the  demands  of  his  profession  conscientious  care  and  inde- 
fatigable labor.  Dr.  Fowler  has  ever  maintained  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs. 
An  earnest  Republican  in  political  belief,  he  has  served  both  his  party  and  the  city 
well.    In  1881  he  was  the  successful  Republican  candidate  for  coroner  and  filled  the 
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office  for  three  years.  On  many  occasions  his  name  has  been  considered  by  the 
party  in  connection  with  important  offices,  and  in  1889  he  was  its  nominee  for 
superintendent  of  education.  Neither  professional  cares,  party  obligations  nor  pub- 
lic duties  have  prevented  Dr.  Fowler  from  taking  an  important  part  in  forming  and 
maintaining  professional  and  fraternal  organizations,  and  much  of  his  leisure  time  is 
spent  in  promoting  their  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  several  medical  societies  and 
clubs,  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow  and  an  active  member  of 
many  other  fraternal  orders. 

Titus,  Hon.  Robert  C,  Buffalo,  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  of  English  descent, 
and  was  born  in  Eden,  Erie  county,  October  24,  1839.  His  ancestors  lived  for  many 
generations  in  England,  whence  they  came  to  America  at  an  early  day.  Timothy 
Titus  had  a  son  Robert,  whose  son,  James  B.  Titus,  was  born  in  Hebron,  N.  Y. , 
July  19,  1794,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Richfield,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  married,  January  2,  1817,  to  Esther,  daughter  of  Sterling  Yeomans,  This 
young  couple  came  on  horseback  to  Eden,  Erie  county,  and  first  lived  in  a  rude  log 
house;  in  1831  they  moved  into  a  larger  and  better  dwelling.  Mr.  Titus  was  a  colonel 
in  the  State  militia,  a  prominent  factor  in  local  affairs,  and  died  in  1839,  leaving  a 
wife  and  eight  children,  of  whom  Robert  C.  is  the  yougest.  Robert  C.  Titus  en- 
tered Oberlin  College  in  1858  and  spent  two  years,  teaching  school  to  pay  his  way. 
He  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  with  Horace  Boies,  after- 
ward governor  of  Iowa,  and  in  1863  organized  a  company  of  volunteers  and  was 
mustered  into  the  98th  Regt.  N.  G.  N.  Y.  He  was  honorably  discharged  December 
22,  1864,  and  resuming  his  law  studies  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1865.  For  one 
year  he  was  special  deputy  county  clerk  under  Dr.  Lewis  P.  Dayton,  and  then  began 
active  practice  in  Hamburg.  In  1867  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  member 
of  assembly,  and  in  1871  was  nominated  for  surrogate  of  Erie  county  and  ran  about 
800  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  For  four  years  (1868-71)  he  represented  Hamburg  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  In  1873  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  Joel  L.  Walker,  and  in  1877  he  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Erie  county  by 
a  2,200  majority;  in  1880  he  was  renominated  for  this  office  and  defeated,  though  he 
ran  1,200  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  was  a  member  of  the  law  firms  of  Osgoodby, 
Titus  &  Moot  from  1879  to  1883  and  of  Titus  &  Farrington  from  1883  to  1886.  In 
1881  he  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  State  senator  from  the 
31st  district  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  of  5,528,  running  over  7,000  ahead  of 
his  ticket,  and  was  re-elected  in  1883.  In  1885  he  was  elected  a  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Buffalo,  and  in  January,  1891,  was  made  chief  judge  by  his  associates. 
Under  the  new  constitution  of  1894,  abolishing  the  Superior  Court,  he  became  a 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  office  he  still  holds.  In  the  fall  of  1896  he  was 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Judge  Titus  is  one  of 
the  ablest  lawyers  and  foremost  jurists  of  Western  New  York.  He  is  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason,  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  a  scholar  of  broad  culture  and  rare 
attainments.  In  1867  he  married  Arvilla,  daughter  of  Allen  Clark  of  Gowanda,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Amy,  wife  of  Dan  B.  Worthington,  and  Allen 
Sterling  Titus,  a  student  of  Trinity  College,  class  of  1900. 

White,  William  Henry,  Buffalo,  son  of  Lester  S.  and  Adeline  (Hurd)  White,  was 
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born  in  Caton,  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  October  11,  1854,  and  received  a  public  school 
education.  He  is  one  of  the  celebrated  White  brothers  of  base  ball  fame,  the  other 
being  James  L.  White,  familiarly  known  as  "Deacon"  White.  Mr.  White  began 
playing  in  1875  and  continued  for  twelve  years  in  the  National  League  and  American 
Association,  winning  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  pitchers  on  the  dia- 
mond. Besides  playing  with  Boston,  Detroit  and  Buffalo  clubs  he  was  for  ten  suc- 
cessive years  a  member  of  the  famous  "  Red  Stockings  "  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  also  conducted  a  retail  drug  and  grocery  business  during  the  same  period.  He 
is  the  only  ball  player  who  ever  wore  glasses  or  spectacles  during  the  game,  and  this 
finally  led  him  to  engage  in  the  optical  business.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  sold  his  store 
in  Cincinnati  and  moved  to  Buffalo,  and  in  the  spring  of  1888  became  the  manager 
of  the  International  Base  Ball  Club.  Soon  afterward  he  began  his  optical  studies 
with  Dr.  W.  H.  Gilbert,  of  New  York  city,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  Oph- 
thalmic College  in  1890.  He  then  engaged  in  the  optical  business  in  Corning,  N.Y. , 
and  in  1893  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  established  a  manufactory  and  salesroom 
at  66  West  Chippewa  street.  In  May,  1895,  he  occupied  his  present  quarters  at  532 
Main  street,  in  the  Genesee  Hotel  building.  Under  the  style  of  the  Buffalo  Optical 
Company  Mr.  White  has  built  up  a  large  and  successful  business,  both  as  manufac- 
turer and  dealer,  and  is  distinguished  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  opticians  in 
Western  New  York.  In  December,  1875,  he  married  Hattie  L.,  daughter  of  J.  S. 
Holmes,  of  Caton,  N.  Y. ,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Catherine  L. 

Urban,  George,  jr.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  July  12,  1850,  and  received 
a  public  school  education.  His  father,  George  Urban,  sr.,  established  himself  in 
the  flour  business  on  the  corner  of  Genesee  and  Oak  streets,  opposite  the  present 
mill,  in  1846,  and  when  the  son  was  sixteen  years  old  he  entered  his  father's  employ. 
In  1870  he  became  a  partner,  and  since  his  father  retired  in  1882  has  had  charge  of 
the  business,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  kind  in  Buffalo.  The 
establishment  produces  1,000  barrels  of  flour  daily.  Mr.  Urban  was  a  founder  and 
the  first  vice-president  of  the  Buffalo  Loan,  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company  and  in 
1892  was  made  its  president,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  was  an  organizer  of  the 
Thomson-Houston  Electric  Light  Company  and  served  as  its  president  until  the 
business  was  sold  to  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Light  Company,  of  which  he  is 
vice-president.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the 
Buffalo  German  Insurance  Company,  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Insurance  Company, 
and  the  Buffalo  Elevator  Company  (which  owns  the  Sturges,  Dakota  and  Fulton 
elevators) ;  president  of  the  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company  and  the  Cataract  Power  and  Conduit  Company  of  Buffalo  (which  has  the 
distribution  of  Niagara  power  throughout  Buffalo);  was  an  organizer  and  director  of 
the  Bellevue  Land  and  Improvement  Company  and  the  Depew  Land  Company,  and 
is  a  director  of  the  Western  Transit  Company.  He  is  a  prominent  Republican,  has 
been  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Committee,  and  in  1892 
and  1898  was  chairman  of  the  Erie  County  Republican  Committee.  In  1875  he  mar- 
ried Ada  E.,  daughter  of  Pennock  Winspear  of  Cheektowaga,  and  they  have  one 
son  and  three  daughters,  George  P.,  Emma  M.,  Ada  Jeanette  and  Clara  W. 

Osborn,  Richard,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Truro,  Cornwall,  England,  was  born  De- 
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cember  31,  1850.  He  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  settled  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  seven  years,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing. In  1891  he  was  made  vice-president  of  the  Equitable  Aid  Association,  in  which 
capacity  he  now  acts.  He  was  married  January  2,  1883,  to  Emma  Fowler,  of  May- 
ville,  Ky. 

Wippert,  George,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Schopfheim,  Baden,  Germany, 
October  4,  1835.  In  1854  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America,  settling  in  Buf- 
falo. His  first  business  employment  was  in  the  carpet  store  of  D.  M.  Grant,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  carpet  house  of  Ham- 
lin &  Menson,  as  a  salesman,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  a  period  of  thirteen 
years.  He  then  entered  the  store  of  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Co.  and  remained  in  that 
establishment  until  1890,  when  he  opened  a  carpet  house  on  his  own  account,  at  945 
Main  street,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  large  and  growing  business.  He  was 
married  September  18,  1864,  to  Adeline  Geneva,  of  Buffalo. 

Urban,  William  Charles,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  Urban,  sr.,  and  Marie,  natives  of 
Alsace,  France,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1861.  His  parents  came  to  this 
country  in  their  youth,  the  father  arriving  in  1835.  In  1846  George  Urban,  sr., 
established  himself  in  the  flouring  business  on  the  corner  of  Genesee  and  Oak 
streets,  Buffalo,  where  he  carried  on  a  successful  trade  until  1882,  when  the  firm  of 
which  he  w-as  the  senior  member  completed  the  first  roller  flour-mill  in  the  city, 
opposite  his  old  store.  William  C.  Urban  is  the  youngest  of  three  children.  He 
received  a  public  and  high  school  education,  and  then  entered  his  father's  establish- 
ment as  a  bookkeeper.  Afterwards  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  the  other  part- 
ners being  his  father,  George  Urban,  jr.,  and  E.  G.  S.  Miller.  On  April  1,  1897,  the 
Urban  Milling  Company  was  mcorporated  with  George  Urban,  jr.,  president;  E.  G. 
S.  Miller,  vice-president;  William  C.  Urban,  treasurer;  William  1^.  Seligmann,  sec- 
retary. This  is  one  of  the  largest  flouring  establishments  in  Western  New  York. 
William  C.  Urban  is  a  popular  citizen  and  a  man  of  good  business  ability.  He  was 
married  in  June,  1886,  to  Louise  W.,  daughter  of  Peter  Burgard,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  three  children :  Grace  E. ,  William  P.  and  Raymond  G. 

• 

Taggert,  James  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Runcie)  Taggert,  was  born 
in  Middlebury,  Vt.,  June  4,  1848,  and  came  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  at  an  early 
age.  He  received  a  public  and  high  school  education,  and  in  1863  enlisted  in  Co. 
B,  74th  Regt.  N.  G.  N.  Y. ,  in  which  he  served  for  some  tmie.  On  returning  to  Buf- 
falo he  assisted  Capt.  John  A.  Bloomer,  under  authority  of  Col.  William  A.  Howard, 
in  recruiting  the  third  battalion  of  the  13th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery.  Afterward  he 
engaged  in  bookkeeping,  and  at  various  times  represented  manufacturers  of  fire  ap- 
paratus. He  was  connected  with  the  volunteer  fire  department  of  Buffalo  from  1865 
until  its  disbandment  in  1880,  serving  five  years  as  foreman  of  a  company.  He  was 
an  original  trustee  (serving  as  such  for  eight  years)  of  the  Volunteer  Firemen's 
Home  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  is  a  life  member  of  the  New  York  State  Firemen's  Associ- 
ation, and  a  member  of  the  Exempt  Firemen's  Association  of  Buffalo.  On  Mayl, 
1880,  he  gave  before  committees  of  Congress  and  the  leading  underwriters  and  chief 

nnn 


522 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


engineers  of  fire  departments  in  the  United  States  the  largest  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  extinguishing  fires  by  chemical  apparatus  that  was  ever  witnessed.  This 
occurred  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  attracted  wide  attention.  In  December,  1886, 
Mr.  Taggert  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  law  department  of  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo, which  he  filled  untill  1891.  On  June  1,  1893,  he  was  appointed  excise  clerk  of 
Buffalo  and  served  until  legislated  out  of  office  by  the  "  Raines  Law"  in  1896.  As 
excise  clerk  he  published  the  first  reports  of  the  business  of  the  department,  thus 
giving  the  people  an  idea  of  the  work  accomplished.  Mr.  Taggert  is  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  a  man  widely  esteemed  and  respected,  and  a  public  spirited,  en- 
terprising and  progressive  citizen.    He  has  one  son.  Dr.  James  A.  Taggert. 

Schelling,  Robert  F.,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  Frederick  and  Christina  (Brennen- 
stuhl)  Schelling,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Octobers,  1850.  His  parents  came  to 
Buffalo  from  Wurteraberg,  Germany,  late  in  the  year  1848.  Mr.  Schelling  attended 
public  school  No.  13  and  the  Central  High  School  of  his  native  city,  and  read  law  in 
the  office  of  Cornwell  &  Miller.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1872,  and  be- 
gan active  practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Robbins,  Miller  &  Schelling,  which 
was  subsequently  changed  to  Miller  &  Schelling.  This  latter  firm  was  dissolved  in 
1881,  and  since  then  Mr.  Schelling  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his 
profession  alone.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  Buffalo  bar.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a  Democrat. 

Rudolf,  John  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Louisa  (Gethoefer)  Rudolf,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  two  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  German  families  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
was  born  July  20,  1860.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age,  when,  in  July,  1872,  he  began  active  life  carrying  papers  for  the  Buffalo 
Courier  Company,  with  which  establishment  he  has  ever  since  been  connected. 
From  a  paper  carrier  he  entered  the  printing  and  binding  departments  and  served  a 
thorough  apprenticeship,  and  afterward  filled  all  the  clerical  positions  in  the  busi- 
ness office.  Since  1885  he  has  been  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  company. 
Mr.  Rudolf  has  been  associated  with  the  Courier  establishment  for  a  period  of 
twenty-six  years,  and  has  filled  every  position  with  honor,  ability  and  satisfaction. 
He  is  a  public  spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  and  as  a  business  man  is  widely  respect- 
ed and  esteemed.  In  November,  1886,  he  married  Jennie  E.,  daughter  of  John  M. 
Taff  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Walter  Edward  and  Robert  Campbell 

O'Brien,  Hugh  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Hugh,  was  born  in  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  June  29, 
1859.  His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  America  from  Ireland  about  1848. 
Mr.  O'Brien  attended  the  district  schools  and  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  he 
was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  support  himself.  He  worked  by  the 
month  at  farming  until  he  was  seventeen,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad,  with  which  he  remained  altogether  four  years,  rising  to  the  position  of 
"extra"  conductor.  He  has  resided  in  Buffalo  since  1878.  In  1881  he  engaged  in 
the  liquor  business,  and  in  1886  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  S.  F.  Eagan,  with 
whom  he  continued  five  years.  On  January  1,  1891,  he  established  the  present 
wholesale  liquor  business  of  H.  W.  O'Brien  &  Co.  at  122  Seneca  street,  and  has 
since  devoted  himself  to  the  management  of  that  enterprise.    In  July,  1897,  the  com- 
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pany  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  1100,000,  Mr.  O'Brien  being  the  president 
and  manager.  Mr.  O'Brien  began  active  life  at  the  age  of  thirteen;  since  then  he 
has  depended  entirely  upon  his  own  energy  and  resources,  and  has  paved  his  own 
way  to  success  without  assistance  of  any  kind.  Endowed  with  good  judgment,  rare 
ability  and  perseverance  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  growing  trade,  which  extends 
over  New  York  and  adjoining  States.  He  is  a  past  chancellor  of  Branch  128,  C.  M. 
B.  A.,  and  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  C.  B.  L.,  the  Red  Men,  the  Forest- 
ers, the  Hibernians,  etc.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat.  June 
18,  1895,  he  married  Elizabeth  C,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cunningham  of  Buffalo. 

McGerald,  Rev.  Samuel,  D.D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  June 
20,  1833,  and  came  to  this  country  when  he  was  twelve  years  old.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima  and  at  the  Rochester  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute, and  in  August,  1856.  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
which  he  served  in  a  pastoral  capacity  for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  was  stationed 
successively  at  Conesus,  Bath,  Warsaw,  Medina,  Albion,  Tonawanda,  and  Buffalo, 
in  the  Western  New  York  conference,  and  in  each  place  won  high  honors  as  an  able, 
eloquent  and  fearless  preacher  of  the  gospel.  In  1885  he  became  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Christian  Advocate,  the  name  of  which  he  changed  to  the  Christian 
Uplook,  and  which,  under  his  management  and  editorial  care,  has  become  one  of 
the  best  denominational  papers  in  the  State.  This  publication  was  established  in 
1847,  and  now  has  a  circulation  of  over  10,000.  Dr.  McGerald  was  a  delegate  to  the 
general  conference  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  New  York  in  1888  and  at  Omaha  in  1893, 
and  in  the  latter  year  the  Nebraska  University  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  was  one  of  the  original  "  Chautauquans"  in  1874  and  has 
been  prominently  indentified  with  that  work  ever  since,  August  19,  1858,  he  married 
Eunice  Ada  Durand,  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. ,  and  their  children  are  Arthur  D.,  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  Christian  Uplook,  of  Buffalo;  Agnes,  wife  of  Prof.  W.  M.  Pierce, 
of  Lima  Seminary ;  and  Willis  E.,  a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Chicago 
Record. 

Jamieson,  Andrew,  Buffalo,  son  of  Andrew  and  Elsie  (Mutch)  Jamieson,  was  born 
in  Banffshire,  Scotland,  July  1,  1866.  He  obtained  his  first  business  experience  in  a 
branch  of  the  North  of  Scotland  Bank  at  Insch,  Aberdeenshire,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  In  1888  he  came  to  America  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  Chicago 
National  Bank,  and  subsequently  held  positions  in  the  Spokane  National  Bank  and 
the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Seattle,  both  in  the  State  of  Washington.  In  1891 
he  severed  his  connection  with  the  last  named  bank  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  Seattle,  where  he  remained  until  1895,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  still  continues  in  that  trade.  Mr.  Jamieson  is  a  Free  Mason  and  a  member  of  the 
Acacia  Club,  and  as  a  citizen  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed.  In  October,  1897, 
he  married  Miss  Anna  Clotielde,  daughter  of  Daniel  D.  Jones,  of  Buffalo. 

Meister,  Adam,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Germany,  May  25,  1834.  His  childhood  was 
passed  in  his  native  land,  where  he  received  his  education.  He  left  home  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  in  1851,  to  take  up  his  residence  in  America,  and  settled  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.    His  first  business  experience  in  his  adopted  country  was  the  build- 
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ing  of  small  boats,  in  which  he  was  successfully  engaged  until  1865,  when  he  was 
appointed  inspector  of  United  States  customs,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
twenty  years.  Mr.  Meister  has  been  a  promment  worker  in  charitable  organizations, 
and  is  now  acting  as  agent  for  the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Buffalo. 

Hosier,  Charles,  Buffalo,  is  a  young  man  whose  progression  has  been  equaled  by 
few  men  of  his  age.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1861,  a  son  of  John  Mosier, 
who  came  to  Buffalo  about  1842.  He  received  a  common  school  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  began  to  work  at  carpentry,  mastering 
the  trade  and  caring  for  himself  from  that  time.  He  later  began  contracting  and 
building  on  his  own  account,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  connected  in  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  and  later  succeeded  this  copartnership.  Mr.  Mosier  has 
also  mastered  the  mason  business,  and  has  acquired  the  knowledge  and  art  of  archi- 
tecture, and  is  thus  able  to  figure  on  any  department  or  branch  of  the  builder's  work, 
these  acquirements  having  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  builders  of  Buffalo. 
For  his  own  buildings  he  draws  his  own  plans,  and  among  the  many  large  buildings 
he  has  erected  are  four  of  the  city  public  school  buildings.  In  1887  he  established 
his  office  at  1266  Seneca  street,  and  furnishes  employment  to  from  forty  to  fifty  men 
the  year  round.  In  politics  Mr.  Mosier  is  a  Republican,  and  in  the  spring  of  1897 
was  appointed  civil  service  commissioner  by  Mayor  Jewett.  He  has  been  ward  com- 
mitteeman for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In 
1884  he  married  Margaret  Cullen,  and  they  have  one  daughter. 

Lemme,  Charles  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Charles  and  Dora  (Zeigle)  Lemme,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1867,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
College  of  Commerce.  He  was  first  employed  in  the  cigar  factory  of  Fuchs  Brothers, 
beginning  as  a  stripper,  and  after  mastering  the  trade,  worked  at  the  bench  for 
several  years.  In  1888  he  began  the  manufacture  of  cigars  on  his  own  account  at  96 
Exchange  street  and  about  a  year  later  removed  to  952  Michigan  street.  On  April 
1,  1897,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Andrew  Hoellig,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lemme  &  Hoellig,  and  opened  a  retail  store  at  90  Seneca  street,  where  they  have 
since  conducted  business.  Mr.  Lemme  is  a  member  of  Fidelity  Lodge  No.  550,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  of  Genesee  Tribe  I.  O.  R.  M.  On  December  8,  1897,  he  married  Miss 
Augusta  Witt,  of  Buffalo. 

Kerr,  Mark  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Gilson)  Kerr,  was  born 
near  Titusville,  Pa.,  June  8,  1866.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Edinboro  State  Nor- 
mal School  in  the  class  of  1884,  and  after  conducting  a  general  store  at  Hydetown, 
Pa.,  for  two  years,  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1889  and  became  a  student  in  the  law  office 
of  Ulman  &  Ulman.  He  represented  the  Eastern  Building  and  Loan  Association  in 
Buffalo  for  three  years,  from  1894  to  1897.  He  is  now  completing  his  law  course  in 
the  office  of  William  Armstrong.  On  April  16,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susie 
C,  daughter  of  Patrick  Nugent,  deceased,  and  Catherine  C.  Finnegan,  his  wife,  of 
Titusville,  Pa.,  formerly  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  children:  Mary  Eliza- 
beth and  David  Nugent. 

Peters,  C.  A.,  &  Son,  Buffalo. — This  firm  is  composed  of  Charles  A.  and  William 
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C.  Peters.  The  house  was  established  in  1865  by  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
Charles  A.  Peters,  who  was  born  February  5,  1828,  at  Mechlenburg  Schwerin,  Ger- 
many, and  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  harness  trade,  and  working  at 
same  for  many  years,  emigrated  to  America  in  1851  and  located  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  has  since  resided  and  pursued  his  chosen  vocation.  William  C.  Peters  was  born 
in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  in  1864,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city.  Afterward  he  entered  his  father's  factory,  and  in  1882  was  admitted 
to  membership  in  the  firm. 

Smith,  William  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  D.  and  Jane  Smith,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  March  22,  1860,  His  father  emigrated  to  this  country  from  England  in  1850, 
and  established  himself  m  the  plumbing  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  his 
death.  Prior  to  engaging  in  business  on  his  own  account  William  D.  Smith  was 
with  the  wholesale  firm  of  Meyer,  Sniffen  &  Co.,  as  their  traveling  salesman,  which 
position  he  held  until  1892,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  plumb- 
ing, steam  and  gas  fitting  business  on  his  own  account,  in  which  he  still  continues. 
In  April,  1883,  he  married  Grace,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lamphear  of  Buffalo. 

Johnson,  J.  G.,  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  manufacturers  of  rubber  stamps,  stencils,  bicycle 
plates,  etc  ,  was  established  in  1868  by  John  Gardiner  Johnson  in  the  old  post-office 
building.  In  1885  they  removed  to  their  present  location  at  29  Seneca  street.  Mr. 
Johnson's  health  failed  and  he  took  as  a  partner  in  business  his  wife,  and  since  that 
time  it  has  been  known  as  J.  G.  Johnson  &  Co.  They  also  conduct  an  establishment 
at  16  Seneca  street,  where  a  full  force  of  help  is  employed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
were  married  March  11,  1862,  and  in  1868  removed  from  St.  Lawrence  county  to 
Buffalo,  where  they  have  had  a  home  at  335  Pennsylvania  street  ever  since. 

Illig,  Albert  P.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Frank  J.  and  Frances  (Bensler)  Illig,  and  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1876.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  St.  Mary's  School  and  the  College  of  Commerce,  and  after  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  entered  the  employ  of  his  father.  He  is  now  secretary  of 
the  Germania  Brewing  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  fraternal  orders 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Foresters,  and  National 
Union.  Mr.  Illig  is  still  a  bachelor  and  lives  with  his  parents  at  the  family  resi- 
dence on  East  Utica  street. 

Green,  Harry  C,  Buffalo,  son  of  Horace  C.  and  Frances  C.  (Cleveland)  Green,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  6,  1861.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city.  In  1886  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  his  uncle.  Justice  Manly  C.  Green,  where  he  remained  two  years.  After- 
ward he  studied  in  the  office  of  E.  L.  Parker,  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law 
School  in  1888  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year  at  the  Rochester  General 
Term.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1890  he  removed 
to  Seattle,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Shortly  after  his  return  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Arthur  C.  Coffee,  which  continued  until  1894,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  alone.  On  February  1,  1897,  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Munic- 
ipal Court  of  Buffalo,  which  position  he  now  holds.    Mr.  Green  is  a  member  of  the 
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Phi  Delta  Phi  College  Society.  He  was  married  June  2,  1897,  to  Miss  Carrie  Amelia, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Milo  H.  and  Mary(Chapin)  Olin,  of  Perry,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y. 

Reynolds,  Frank  T.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Mary  (Burns)  Reynolds,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  18,  1855.  His  parents  came  from  Ireland  to  this 
country,  his  mother  arriving  when  she  was  a  child  and  his  father  in  1844.  Thomas 
F.  Reynolds  was  long  a  prominent  contractor  and  builder,  and  died  May  4,  1894, 
aged  about  74.  Frank  T.  Reynolds,  after  receiving  a  public  school  education,  went 
to  work  under  his  father,  who  was  then  assistant  superintendent  of  the  City  and 
County  Hall.  Later  father  and  son  were  associated  in  contracting  and  building,  and 
still  later  the  son  succeeded  the  father  in  the  business,  which  he  continued  until  1884, 
when  he  became  assistant  superintendent  of  the  work  of  remodeling  the  post-office 
building  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Seneca  streets  under  H.  H.  Little.  After- 
ward he  was  superintendent  of  the  construction  of  the  Western  House  of  Refuge  at 
Albion.  Mr.  Reynolds  has  spent  most  of  his  active  life  in  the  contracting  business, 
being  now  associated  with  Grattan  &  Jennings,  one  of  the  largest  and  foremost  firms 
in  this  line  in  Western  New  York.  His  position  is  that  of  general  superintendent. 
He  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat,  served  two  years  as  city  tax  collector,  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  various  local  and  State  conventions  and  also  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  at  Chicago  which  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  President 
in  1884,  when  his  vote  decided  the  majority  of  the  Erie  county  delegation.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  (jeneral  Committee  of  Erie  county  for  about 
fifteen  years,  during  seven  of  which  he  served  as  its  secretary.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Branch  7,  C.  M.  B.  A.  January  17.  1879,  he  married  Louise  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Florian,  of  Buffalo. 

Benson,  Morris,  Buffalo,  son  of  Silas  and  Cynthia  (Schuyler)  Benson,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  18,  1845,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Central  high  school  of 
his  native  city  in  1860.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  served  in  the  U.  S.  navy 
and  was  honorably  discharged  as  signal  quartermaster.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  was 
connected  with  the  carpet  business  of  R.  J.  &  R.  D.  Sherman  one  year,  and  then 
went  to  Erie,  Pa.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  carpet  department  of  W.  G.  Gardner 
&  Co.  for  five  years.  In  1871  he  agam  returned  to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  the  car- 
pet department  of  Adam  &  Meldrum;  in  1893  the  present  firm  was  incorporated  un- 
der the  style  of  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Company,  and  since  then  Mr.  Benson 
has  been  one  of  its  managers.  Mr.  Benson  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding  member- 
ship in  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  Hugh  De  Payens  Commandery, 
No.  30,  and  the  Shrine.  He 'is  also  a  member  of  the  Liberal,  Independent,  Ellicott, 
Westminster  and  Acacia  Clubs.  August  31,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Percie  Bennett, 
daughter  of  Gates  A.  Bennett,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Carrie 
Cynthia  and  Agnes  Percie. 

Deakers,  Lambert,  Buffalo,  son  of  Lambert  and  Isabel  (Curtiss)  Deakers,  was  born 
in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  September  28,  1855,  and  received  a  public  school  education  in  his 
native  city.  In  1869  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  learned  the  trade  of  painter  and  deco- 
rator, which  he  has  since  followed  with  much  success.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  first  at  187  Niagara  street,  whence  he  re- 
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moved  in  1884  to  123  Franklin  street,  and  now  at  160  Pearl  street.  Mr.  Deakers  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  prominent  painters  and  decorators  in  Buffalo.  He 
is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In 
April,  1880,  he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  Loftus,  of  Buffalo,  and  their 
children  are  Eva  E.  and  Ruth  C. 

Daniels,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Shepard)  Daniels,  was 
born  in  Buffalo  N.  Y.,  April  6,  1859.  After  obtaining  a  liberal  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  he  entered  the  music  store  of  Cottier  &  Denton,  which  afterward  became 
Denton  &  Cottier,  and  upon  Mr.  Daniels's  admission  in  1887  was  changed  to  Denton, 
Cottier  &  Daniels.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  music  houses  between  New  York  and 
Chicago,  and  is  the  oldest  establishment  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  having  been 
established  in  1827.  Mr.  Daniels  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  and  the  Home- 
stead Savings  and  Loan  Association,  and  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding  membership 
in  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  and  Hugh  De  Payens  Commandery, 
No.  30. 

Long,  Charles  Edward,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Williamsville,  Erie  county. 
N.  Y.,  July  18,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Abram  B  and  Martha  (Koch)  Long,  both  mem- 
bers of  old  Erie  county  families  and  lifelong  residents  of  Williamsville.  He  obtained 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  afterward  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1891.  After  graduation  he  was  for  some  time  house  surgeon  to 
the  Rochester  City  Hospital,  and  also  served  one  season  in  the  same  capacity  at  the 
Infants'  Summer  Hospital  at  Charlotte.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo  to  engage  in 
general  practice,  first  on  Richmond  avenue  and  thence  removing  to  his  present 
location,  35  West  Eagle  street.  Dr.  Long  is  clinical  instructor  at  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  medical  examiner  and  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America  and  the  Tribe  of 
Ben  Hur,  and  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society. 

McGuire,  Edward,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city.  He  was  born  December  25,  1857,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Kath- 
erine  (Hughes)  McGuire,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1847.  Mr. 
McGuire  was  first  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Railroad,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years.  He  then  accepted  a  similar  position  with  the  Erie  Railroad, 
afterwards  becoming  yardmaster.  He  subsequently  was  appointed  as  clerk  of 
arrears  in  the  city  comptroller's  office,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  West  Shore  Railroad  as  clerk  in  charge  of  car  accounts, 
later  being  made  chief  clerk  of  the  east-bound  building.  In  August,  1889,  he  be- 
came cashier  of  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Company,  since  which  time  he  has  credit- 
ably filled  the  responsible  position  of  superintendent  of  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany of  Buffalo. 

Range,  John  James,  Buffalo,  son  of  Otis  and  Jennette  M.  (Killam)  Range,  was 
born  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  November,  15,  1864,  was  graduated  from  the  Essex  High 
School  in  1880,  and  served  several  years  at  the  machinist's  trade.  In  1893  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  the  Boston  Cash  Register  Company  at  Northampton,  Mass., 


528 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE, 


and  later  became  special  agent  for  the  National  Cash  Register  Company,  which  he 
has  represented  in  Buffalo  as  sales  agent  since  July,  1895.  Mr.  Range  was  married 
December  11,  1894,  to  Celia  E.  Maine,  of  New  York  city,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Elsie  Celia. 

Roberts,  Frank  Kimball,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Alma  (Roberts)  Roberts,  was  born 
in  Waterloo,  York  county,  Maine,  January  28,  1840.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  at  the  Parsonsfield  Academy,  and  at  Bates's 
College.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  8th  Regt.,  Maine  Vols.,  but  having  contracted 
sickness  was  honorably  discharged  the  following  year.  He  afterward  served  as  a 
delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission  at  the  5th  Corps  Hospital,  City  Point,  and  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Petersburg.  From  1865  to  1886  he  served  as  a  pastor  in 
Baptist  churches  in  Maine,  Indiana  and  Minnesota,  where  he  was  for  five  years  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  Board.  Mr.  Roberts  came  to  Buffalo  in 
1886  and  has  since  been  engaged  successfully  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi 
ness.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  November  29,  1866,  he  married  Sarah  A.  Nason,  of  Alfred, 
York  county,  Maine.    Their  children  are:  Mildred  S.,  Alma  L.  and  Grace  M. 

Ralyea,  Wilham  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Abraham  E.  and  Maryette  Ralyea,  is  a  native 
of  Cora,  Pa.,  born  July  3,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  West 
Falls,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  East  Aurora  Academy,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  His  first  employment  was  as  a  bookkeeper  on  public  works,  after  which 
he  was  engaged  in  the  meat  business  at  East  Aurora  for  two  years.  He  then  came 
to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  the  Tremont  Hotel,  which  he  conducted  until  1886,  when 
he  entered  the  employ  of  E.  C.  Poole,  afterwards  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm, 
the  name  being  changed  to  E.  C.  Poole  &  Co.  This  firm  is  located  at  242  Main  street 
and  is  among  the  most  excensive  and  best  known  dealers  in  crockery  in  Buffalo,  the 
business  having  been  established  over  fifty  years.  Mr.  Ralyea  is  a  director  in  the 
Germania  Park  Land  Company,  and  a  member  of  Niagara  Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
October  26,  1884,  he  married  Anna  McFarland,  of  St.  Johns,  N.  B.  They  have  one 
son,  William  Archibald,  born  January  30,  1888. 

Smith,  Walter  G.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Dykstra)  Smith,  was 
born  at  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  November  30,  1866,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Buffalo  when  a  child.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  was  graduated  from  the  Buf- 
falo High  School  in  1884,  and  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  ofhce  of  Edward 
Michael.  He  finished  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Norton  Brothers  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  June  6,  1890.  In  the  following  year  he  began  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  m  February,  1892,  formed  a  copartnership  with  Aaron  Fybush, 
which  still  continues  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Fybush.  Mr.  Smith  is  cap- 
tain of  Co.  G,  74th  Regt.  N.  Y.  N.  G. 

Tobie.  Emile  S  ,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Forback,  Alsace-Lor- 
raine, July  21,  1863,  and  obtained  his  education  chiefly  in  France.  He  received  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  Paris  Medical  Institute  in  December,  1888,  and  afterwards, 
in  the  hospitals  of  the  French  capital,  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  every 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


529 


branch  of  his  profession.  In  1889  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  constant  and  successful  practice.  Dr.  Tobie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  lec- 
turer on  materia  medica  at  the  medical  department  of  the  Niagara  University,  and 
visiting  physician  to  the  German  Deaconesses  Home.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
ising and  rising  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Buffalo. 

Venner  &  Lightner,  Buffalo. — This  is  one  of  Buffalo's  leading  merchant  tailoring 
establishments,  and  was  established  in  September,  1896,  at  14  South  Division  street, 
where  they  have  already  built  up  a  successful  business.  William  W.  Venner,  the 
senior  member,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  August  23,  1879,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  G.  Venner  and  Amanda  Stuart,  his  wife.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  of  Buffalo,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  William  Ell  wood  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he 
formed  his  present  copartnership.  His  father,  William  G.  Venner,  has  for  many 
years  been  a  prominent  tailor  in  Hamburg.  Noah  J.  Lightner,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  (Bechtel)  Lightner,  was  born  in  Myers  town,  Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  received  a 
common  school  education,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  merchant  tailoring  busi- 
ness all  his  life,  being  located  m  Buffalo  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Red  Jacket  Lodge,  No.  238,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Elks. 

Warner,  Edward  Herbert.  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  September  29,  1871, 
and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Charlotte  (Hahn)  Warner,  natives  of  Austria,  who  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1854.  Mr.  Warner  was  graduated  from  the 
Buffalo  High  School  in  1887,  and  for  five  years  thereafter  was  clerk  in  the  insurance 
office  of  Bork  &  Voght.  In  1894  he  formed  a  copattnership  with  William  Hund,  jr., 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hund  &  Warner,  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  in 
which  he  still  continues.  Mr.  Warner  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Association  of 
Fire  Underwriters  and  of  Erie  Lodge  No.  161,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  secretary  of  the  He- 
brew Orphan  Asylum  Association  of  Buffalo.  In  July,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Rose 
A.,  daughter  of  Marcus  Wall  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Phyllis  Char- 
lotte. 

Barnum,  Theodore  Downs,  Buffalo,  son  of  Stephen  O.  and  Elizabeth  (Chatfield) 
Barnum,  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  April  23,  1842,  and  when  an  infant  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  his  father  has  long  been  a  prominent  merchant  and 
respected  citizen.  Mr.  Barnum  received  his  education  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Board- 
ing School  and  at  Canandaigua  Academy,  and  on  the  first  call  for  troops  in  1861  of- 
fered his  services  by  helping  to  raise  and  organize  a  company  of  volunteers  at  Can- 
andaigua. His  place  in  this  company,  however,  was  filled  and  he  promptly  enlisted 
in  Co.  B,  74th  N.  Y.  Regt,  N.  G.,  being  chosen  first  lieutenant  and  afterward  suc- 
ceeding to  the  captaincy.  On  the  call  for  troops  at  the  first  of  the  Gettysburg  raid 
he  went  to  the  front  with  that  regiment,  and  after  serving  on  the  field  for  some 
time  was  ordered  with  his  regiment  to  New  York  city  to  aid  in  quelling  the  draft 
riots.  From  there  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  his  father's  store,  in  which  he 
is  now  an  active  partner,  the  firm  name  being  S.  O.  Barnum  &  Son.  As  a  soldier 
and  officer  Captain  Barnum  served  with  much  distinction,  and  as  a  business  man  he 
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has  achieved  success  and  deserved  popularity.  June  21,  1864,  he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  T.  Avery  of  Cleveland,  O.,  and  their  children  are  Fanny  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Langford  S.  Keating),  Evelyn  Avery  and  Stephana  Ostrom. 

Greene,  Joseph  C,  M.  D.,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Samuel  Greene,  who  came  from 
England  to  Boston  in  1630.  Dr.  Greene'sgreat-grandparents,  Isaiah  and  Mary  Greene, 
removed  to  Kensington,  N.  H.,  and  in  1764  settled  in  Ware,  in  the  same  State,  where 
their  eldest  son  Simon  was  born.  The  latter  married  Naomi  Tukesbury,  and  their 
oldest  son,  Stephen  S.  Greene,  removed  to  Starksboro,  Vt.,  in  1827.  In  1828  Stephen 
S.  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Chase,  a  prominent  minister  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  a  descendant  of  the  early  Holland  Dutch  settlers  of  New  York.  They 
had  twelve  children.  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Greene,  the  oldest,  was  born  in  Lincoln,  Vt., 
July  21,  1829.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  after  which  he  became  a  student  at  the  Nine  Partners 
boarding  school  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  later  was  graduated  from  the  Barre 
(Vt.)  Academy.  He  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Hugh  Taggart,  of  Hinesburg,  Vt,  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Woodstock  and  Castleton  (Vt.)  Medical  Colleges,  and  wasgrad- 
uated  from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  June,  1855,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
Afterward  he  attended  clinics  in  various  hospitals  and  colleges  in  New  York  city  and 
in  1856  began  active  practice  at  Charlotte,  Vt.  In  1863  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  and  where  he  has  achieved  eminence  in  his  profession.  He 
was  a  district  physician  to  the  Board  of  Health  in  1873-74,  was  formerly  president  of 
the  fourth  branch  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  is  a  member  and  ex- 
president  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and 
was  elected  alderman  in  1884.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  a  member  and  ex- 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Union,  and  a  member  of  the  American  Microscop- 
ical Society,  the  American  Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  the  Buffalo  Mi- 
croscopical Club,  and  the  Acacia,  and  a  Knight  Templar  and  82d  degree  Mason 
Scottish  Rite.  In  1888-89  he  made  a  tour  of  the  world,  traveling  about  55,000  miles, 
visiting  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun  and  other  interesting  countries,  and  collecting 
over  300  originals  and  copies  illustrating  the  political,  social  and  religious  life  of  an- 
cient Egypt,  Syria,  Assyria,  etc.,  which  he  presented  to  the  Buffalo  Historical  So- 
ciety. September  21.  1856,  he  married  Juliette,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  Tag- 
gert,  of  Vermont.  She  died  October  15,  1882,  leaving  three  children:  De  Witt 
Clinton  Greene,  a  practicing  physician ;  Anna  Adelaide,  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo 
Female  Academy  and  wife  of  Edward  Andrews;  and  Julia  Delphine,  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Bush  Willard,  M.  D.,  all  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Greene  married,  second,  November 
29,  1891,  Mary  Burrows  Smith,  of  Albion,  N.  Y. 

Swift,  Hon.  Harlan  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Calvin  and  Sevila  (Ault)  Swift,  was  born 
in  New  Hudson,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  October  2,  1843.  He  is  descended  from 
William  Swift  (a  brother  of  Sir  Goodwin  Swift  and  an  uncle  of  Dean  Swift),  who 
came  from  England  in  the  Boston  immigration  of  1631-32  and  afterwards  settled  at 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  where  he  purchased  in  1637,  a  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  and 
and  has  always  been  in  the  family.  Judge  Swift's  great-grandfather,  Jirah  Swift, 
died  of  wounds  received  while  fighting  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.    His  father's 
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maternal  grandfather.  Joseph  Campbell,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  was  in  the  battles 
of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill,  being  severely  wounded  in  the  latter.  Wyatt  Swift, 
grandfather  of  Harlan  J.,  participated  in  the  battle  of  Ogdensburg  in  the  war  of 
1812;  he  removed  from  Burlington,  Vt.,  to  Syracuse  (then  Salt  Point),  N.  Y.,  after- 
ward to  Perry,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  New  Hudson,  where  he  died.  Among  Judge 
Swifts  maternal  ancestors  was  Major  Lyon,  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  mother's 
father,  Peter  Ault,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Catharine  Loucks,  married  Roxanna,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mehitable  (Lyon)  Eaton.  The  Ault  family  came  from  Saxony 
and  Hesse,  Germany.  Judge  Swift's  parents  removed  in  1823  to  New  Hudson, 
Allegany  county,  N,  Y.,  thence  to  Cuba,  in  the  same  county  and  next  adjoining  New 
Hudson.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Cuba,  at  Rushford  Academy, 
at  Alfred  University,  and  at  the  Albany  State  Normal  School,  and  in  September, 

1863,  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  2d  N.  Y.  Mounted  Rifles,  as  a  private.  He  was  promoted 
commissary-sergeant,  second  lieutenant,  and  was  acting  adjutant  of  his  regiment, 
declined  the  appointment  of  adjutant,  was  made  first  lieutenant  and  later  captain  of 
his  company,  and  was  mustered  out  August  10,  1865,  but  served  two  weeks  longer 
making  out  the  rolls.  He  was  under  Grant  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the 
campaign  of  the  Wilderness  to  Appomattox,  serving  as  infantry  until  November, 

1864,  when  the  regiment  was  remounted.  Judge  Swift  led  his  company  in  every 
battle  and  was  granted  a  medal  of  honor  by  Congress  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  at  the  Mine  Explosion  before  Petersburg,  July  30.  1864.  He  returned  home 
September  3,  1865,  and  two  days  later  entered  the  law  office  of  N.  P.  &  E.  D.  Lover- 
idge,  of  Cuba,  N.  Y.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  November,  1866.  He  began  practice  in  Cuba,  and  was  a  partner 
of  E.  D.  Loveridge  from  1867  to  1882,  when  Governor  Cornell  appointed  him  county 
judge  of  Allegany  county.  In  1883  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  is  an  able  lawyer,  an  unusually  strong  advocate  before  a  jury,  and  a  man  of  the 
highest  professional  and  business  integrity.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  for  five 
years  commander  of  Bartle  Post  No.  183,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Cuba,  was  judge  advocate- 
general  of  the  Department  of  the  State  of  New  York  under  Gen.  John  A.  Reynolds, 
and  is  a  member  of  Bidwell-Wilkeson  Post  No.  9.  G.  A.  R,,  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Mili- 
tary Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  Commandery  of  New  York.  He  is  a  member  and 
past  master  of  Cuba  lodge  No.  306,  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  district  deputy  grand  master  of 
that  district,  and  a  member  of  Valley  Point  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Cuba,  and  of  St. 
John's  Commandery  No.  24,  K.  T.,  of  Olean.  May  26,  1869,  he  married  Martha  A., 
daughter  of  Michael  D.  Higgins,  who  had  removed  from  Rushford,  N.  Y.,  to  Orange 
Court  House,  Va.,  in  1867.  She  died  September  7,  1891,  leaving  a  son,  Parton  Swift, 
born  July  14,  1876,  now  a  student  at  Cornell  University,  class  of  1898. 

Abbott,  Wilson  J.,  Buffalo,  is  a  great-grandson  of  Ephraim  and  Elizabeth  Abbott, 
who  who  came  from  Abbottsford,  England,  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  17th  century.  Samuel  Abbott,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  born  in  Springfield,  and 
in  1806  removed  to  Homer,  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  accidentally  killed 
at  the  raising  of  his  house  (still  standing)  about  1810.  His  children  were  Asa, 
Ephraim,  Joseph,  Nathan,  Lucy,  Sally,  Polly,  Tabitha,  and  Mariah.  Ephraim 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Broome  county,  Joseph  became  a  merchant  in  Salina(now  Sy- 
racuse), and  Asa  and  Nathan  succeeded  to  the  homestead,  buying  off  the  other  heirs. 
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Nathan  Abbott,  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  married  Nancy  J.  Bowen  at  Homer, 
Cortland  county,  and  died  there  in  August,  1854,  aged  seventy  years.  He  held  sev- 
eral local  offices,  but  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Syracuse,  and  was  one  of  the  build- 
ers of  the  old  Syracuse  House  and  other  structures.  His  wife  died  in  June,  1880, 
aged  ninety-two.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Martha  Bowen,  both  natives  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  settled  on  a  farm  in  De  Ruyter,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.  Her  paternal 
grandparents,  Joseph  and  Thankful  Bowen,  came  from  England  to  Hartford,  Conn., 
about  1730.  Samuel  Bowen's  sons  were  Hiram  Bowen,  a  merchant  in  Salina, 
N.  Y. ;  Daniel  Bowen,  a  millwright  in  Green  Bay,  Wis. ;  and  Moses  Bowen,  a 
farmer  of  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.  Nathan  and  Nancy  J.  (Bowen)  Abbott  had  eight 
children:  Sylvester,  who  was  killed  in  a  mill  in  Homer;  Lewis  L.,  a  merchant  of 
Clinton,  Iowa;  Wilson  J.,  of  Buffalo;  George  A.,  who  resides  on  the  homestead; 
Sarah  L.,  widow  of  Daniel  J.  Durand;  Mary  L.  (Mrs.  Henry  E.  Meeds),  deceased; 
Jennette  E.  (deceased),  who  married  Joseph  A.  Hunting,  formerly  principal  of  Al- 
fred Seminary  in  Allegany  county  and  now  principal  of  a  similar  institution  in  Wal- 
ton, Iowa;  and  Amelia  A.  (Mrs.  Edward  F.  Watts),  deceased.  Wilson  J.  Abbott 
was  born  at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  June  17,  1832,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
Homer  Academy,  and  in  1850  went  to  Syracuse  as  a  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of 
Ames  &  King.  Two  years  later  he  bought  them  out  and  continued  the  business 
until  1859,  when  he  entered  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Henry  Swift  «&  Co.,  118 
Broadway,  New  York  city.  After  four  years  he  became  associated  with  Francis  M. 
Babcock  &  Brother  at  32  Water  street,  and  six  years  later  he  went  with  James  S. 
Sturgess  &  Brother,  sugar  importers  on  South  street,  with  whom  he  remained  eight 
years.  In  1877  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  for  himself  in  New 
York  and  so  continued  for  six  years,  when  he  returned  to  the  homestead  in  Homer. 
In  1887  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  been  the  general  agent  of  the 
Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a  lifelong  Republican  and 
a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League. 

Emery,  Hon.  Edward  K.,  Buffalo,  judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Erie  county,  was 
born  in  Aurora,  Erie  county,  July  29,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  C. 
(Kellogg)  Emery,  and  a  grandson  of  Josiah  Emery,  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  family  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Western  New  York.  Judge  Emery  educat- 
ed himself  by  teaching  school  winters  and  working  on  the  farm  summers.  He  read 
law  in  Buffalo,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877,  and  at  once  began  an  active  and 
successful  professional  career.  In  1887  and  1888  he  represented  the  old  Fifth  Dis- 
trict of  Erie  county  in  the  State  Assembly,  and  in  1895  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  judge  of  the  Erie  County  Court  and  elected  by  over  8,000  majority. 
He  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  January  1,  1896,  and  has  since  discharged  them 
with  great  credit  and  satisfaction.  Judge  Emery  is  an  able  lawyer  and  jurist,  a 
prominent  Mason,  Odd  Fellow  and  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  a  citizen 
widely  respected  and  esteemed.  In  1886  he  married  Clara  B.,  daughter  of  Jedediah 
Darbie  of  Aurora,  Erie  county. 

Weyand,  Cretien,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Lorraine,  France,  May  11,  1826,  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  in  the  spring  of  1847  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buf- 
falo, where  he  has  since  resided.    He  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade  for  some  time, 
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and  then  in  1866  engaged  in  the  brewing  business  with  a  partner.  In  1873  he  be- 
came sole  owner  of  the  estabhshment  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Goodell  streets,  and 
in  a  few  years  built  up  one  of  the  largest  and  best  breweries  in  Western  New  York. 
In  May,  1890,  the  Weyand  Brewing  Company  was  incorporated  with  C.  Weyand, 
president;  John  A.  Weyand,  vice-president  and  manager;  and  Charles  M.  Weyand, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Weyand  is  probably  the  best  known  brewer  in  Buf- 
falo. He  is  a  prominent,  public  spirited  citizen,  widely  esteemed  and  respected, 
and  has  always  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  May  9,  1852,  he  mar- 
ried Magdalena  Mayer  of  Buffalo. 

Williams,  John  Wesley,  Buffalo,  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Ann  (PuUen)  Williams, 
was  born  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  March  21,  1865.  His  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  Saxon  race,  a  fact  that  is  amply  attested  by  the  ancient  headstones 
which  are  still  standing  in  the  graveyard  at  Whitehead,  Cornwall,  England,  whence 
Richard  Williams  removed  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  He  was  after- 
ward graduated  from  the  Toronto  Normal  College,  and  for  several  years  was  sexton 
of  the  Upper  Canada  Methodist  church.  John  W.  Williams  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Business  College  of  his  native  citj^  and  then 
engaged  in  the  painting  business,  which  he  has  ever  since  followed  in  all  its  branches. 
He  came  to  Buffalo  when  a  young  man  and  first  worked  as  an  ornamenter  for  the 
Wagner  Palace  Car  Company.  Afterward  he  went  to  Chicago  and  was  employed  in 
decorating  the  Palmer  House,  and  on  returning  to  Buffalo  engaged  in  his  present 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  sign,  ornamental  and  general  painters  in 
the  city,  employing  a  large  force  of  men.  In  1894  he  was  nominated  for  representa- 
tive in  Congress  on  the  Populist  ticket  from  the  Thirty-second  District.  He  is  an 
enthusiastic  student  of  political  economy,  has  been  prominent  in  political  affairs,  was 
the  organizer  of  the  Buffalo  Political  Economy  Club,  and  is  the  father  of  the 
"  Financial  Schools,"  upon  which  the  late  Henry  George  based  several  important 
articles.  He  is  public  spirited,  is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and  for 
several  years  has  been  active  in  public  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  De  Molay  Lodge, 
No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Idlewood  Lodge,  No.  652,  I.  O.  O.  F.  October  20,  1887. 
he  married  Sophie  H.,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  Waldo,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Erma  H.  and  Marvel  C. 

Proctor,  Charles  M.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bath,  Me.,  August  30,  1863  and  in  1873 
removed  to  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  1880,  when  he  came  to 
Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  American  Electrical  Supply  Company.  After 
two  or  three  years  he  severed  his  connection  with  this  company  and  organized 
the  Proctor-Raymond  Electric  Company  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  two  years  after- 
ward they  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  Proctor-Ray- 
mond Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Proctor  is  president  and  general 
manager.  They  manufacture  all  kinds  of  electrical  and  hardware  specialties.  Sep- 
tember 18,  1891,  Mr.  Proctor  married  Flora  E.  Dix,  of  Rochester. 

Endres,  William  Frederick,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Deininger) 
Endres,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1857,  settling  in  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.    In  1865  they  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  William  F.  was  born  October  4, 
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1868.  His  first  business  experience  after  leaving  the  public  schools  was  in  the  coal 
and  wood  business  with  his  brother,  under  the  style  of  Endres  Brothers.  In  1893  he 
severed  his  connection  with  this  firm  and  opened  a  hotel,  which  he  has  since  con 
ducted.  Mr.  Endres  is  a  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  is  the  manager 
of  the  North  Buffalo  Base  Ball  Club,  which  holds  the  amateur  championship  of 
Western  New  York  of  1897. 

Pendergast,  James  Joseph,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  James  and  Delia  (Feeney)  Pender- 
gast,  and  was  born  in  Lewiston,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  September  20,  1870.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and  for  three 
years  was  bookkeeper  for  the  Buffalo  Batting  Company.  Afterward  he  was  for  two 
years  a  clerk  for  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Transportation  Line,  and  later  became  connected 
with  the  Erie  Boatmen's  Transportation  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  the  Buffalo 
agent  and  business  manager.  This  corporation  enjoys  an  extensive  business,  which 
includes  the  handling  of  all  kinds  of  freight  from  the  East  to  the  West  and  from 
West  to  East,  with  lake  and  rail  connections.  Its  main  office  is  in  New  York  city. 
Mr.  Pendergast  is  a  popular  young  business  man,  and  has  already  achieved  a  wide 
reputation  for  efficiency  and  faithfulness. 

Caul,  Martha  F.,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brant,  Erie  county,  and 
received  her  elementary  and  medical  education  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  where  she  has 
spent  her  active  life.  She  studied  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Henry  C.  Buswell, 
and  in  1888  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which 
she  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1891,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
She  also  took  a  special  course  in  diseases  of  v/omen  and  children  at  the  New  York 
Post- Graduate  School,  receiving  her  diploma  therefrom  in  July,  1891.  Since  then 
she  has  successfully  practiced  her  profession  in  Buffalo.  Dr.  Caul  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  city,  and  ranks  high  in  her  specialty,  that  of 
gynecology.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo 
Academy  of  Medicine  and  the  Woman's  Medical  Club.  In  1884  she  was  married  to 
John  H.  Caul  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harold  J. 

Crooker,  Hon.  James  F.,  Buffalo,  formerly  superintendent  of  public  instruction  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  is  descended  from  an  old  and  respected  New  England  family. 
His  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  on  the  old  records 
of  which  is  the  name  of  William  Crooker,  who  owned  lot  No.  40  about  1654,  and  who 
subsequently  removed  to  Norwalk,  and  thence  to  Newtown,  L.  I.  Mr.  Crooker's 
father,  Samson,  was  a  native  of  Central  New  York  and  a  lifelong  farmer,  dying  in 
1890.  His  mother  was  Elizabeth  Yates,  a  descendant  of  Governor  Yates,  and  died 
in  1838.  Mr.  Crooker  was  born  at  Christian  Hollow,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y., 
August  12,  1834,  and  in  1836  came  with  his  parents  to  Erie  county,  where  he  received 
a  limited  education  in  the  district  schools.  Making  the  best  of  his  meager  advan- 
tages, which  were  curtailed  by  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  family,  he  applied 
himself  assiduously  to  books,  and  when  sixteen  began  teaching  district  school  near 
the  paternal  residence,  at  which  he  earned  enough  money  to  attend  Springville 
Academy  for  a  time.  Leaving  the  academy  in  1853  he  went  to  New  York,  where 
his  push  and  energy  secured  for  him  a  position  in  a  mercantile  establishment,  which 
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he  held  for  about  three  years,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health.  Thence- 
forward he  devoted  his  life  to  teaching,  attending  the  Springville  and  Fredonia 
Academies  as  occasion  permitted.  He  was  connected  with  the  schools  of  Buffalo  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  most  of  the  time  as  principal,  and  in  1881,  while  principal  of  No, 
'  31,  the  largest  school  in  the  city,  was  elected  superintendent  of  education  of  Buffalo. 
He  filled  this  office  by  re-election  until  February,  1892,  when  he  was  chosen  by  the 
Legislature,  on  joint  ballot.  State  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  to  succeed 
Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  which  position  he  held  until  1895.  Mr.  Crooker  is  one  of 
the  foremost  educators  of  the  State.  He  possesses  great  natural  ability,  and  is  a 
close  thinker,  a  hard  worker,  and  a  public  spirited,  enterprising  and  progressive  citi- 
zen. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  In  1862  he  married  Mrs.  Frances  S.  Warner,  daughter  of  Alexander  R.  Gallo- 
way, of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children,  Charles  R.  and  Eugenia  M. 

Welsh,  Harry  Stoner,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  J.  Harry  and  Sue  C.  (Bowden) 
Welsh,  and  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  respected  Pennsylvania  family  whose 
founder  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Wales  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  His 
father  is  a  prominent  business  man  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Welsh  was  born  at 
Waynesboro,  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  July  2,  1868,  was  graduated  from  the  Phila- 
delphia High  School,  and  at  an  early  age  identified  himself  with  the  heating  busi- 
ness. After  serving  in  various  capacities,  principally  in  the  supply  branch,  he  be- 
came, in  1890,  the  general  manager  of  the  George  P.  Steele  Iron  Company  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Camden.  In  November,  1893,  having  resigned  this  position,  he  came  to 
Buffalo,  to  take  charge  of  the  business  of  the  Niagara  Furnace  Company,  of  which 
he  and  Abram  C.  Mott  and  William  H.  Pfohler  of  Philadelphia  are  directors.  This 
company,  under  Mr.  Welsh's  supervision,  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  heating  establishments  of  Western  New  York.  They  make  a 
specialty  of  installing  heating  plants  in  fine  residences  and  apartment  houses,  many 
of  which  in  Buffalo  and  vicinity  have  been  equipped  by  this  firm.  Mr.  Welsh  was 
married  in  August,  1890,  to  Miss  Sue  Roberts  Wills,  daughter  of  William  Wills  of 
Norristown,  Pa.,  and  a  descendant  of  Gen.  Anthony  Wayne  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
Their  children  are  Mildred,  born  in  December,  1893,  and  Florence,  born  in  March, 
1897.    Mr.  Welsh  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Kingston,  Harry  O.,  Buffalo,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Kingston,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  19,  1869,  and  attended  the  grammar  schools  of  his  native  city. 
He  also  took  an  academic  course  at  the  Albany  State  Normal  School,  after  which  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  his  brother,  George  L.  Kingston.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  the  Rochester  General  Term  April  1,  1892,  and  on  the  26th  of  May  of  the 
same  year  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Mr.  Kingston  is 
a  member  of  Parish  Lodge  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  71,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Lake  Erie  Commandery  No.  20,  K.  T.,  and  of  the  Phi  Delt  Phi  fraternity.  He 
was  married  on  June  6,  1896,  to  Anna  L.,  daughter  of  John  H.  Pake,  of  Buffalo. 

Marston,  John  B.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  October  31,  1858.  He  is 
the  son  of  William  W.  Marston,  who  came  to  this  country  from  England  in  1840  and 
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married  Josephine  Maxwell,  a  native  of  this  State.  Mr.  Marston  attended  private 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  New  York  city  in  1876,  and  from 
1879  to  1883  was  engaged  in  the  brokerage  business  in  his  native  city.  In  1886  he 
came  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western 
Railroad,  being  promoted  to  general  dispatcher  in  1888,  to  train  master  m  1890,  and 
to  superintendent  in  1894.  December  8,  1880,  he  married  Minnie  W.  Ralston,  of 
New  York  city. 

Bloomer,  William  M.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Tooker  T.  Bloomer,  who  was  proprietor 
of  the  famous  "Bloomer's  Hotel"  on  West  Eagle  Street,  Buffalo,  and  of  Adelia 
Smith,  his  wife.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  25.  1853,  and  received  a 
public  school  education.  His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  freight  office  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  Railroad.  Afterward  he  was  for  five  years  librarian  of  the 
Mechanics'  Institute,  which  position  he  resigned  to  enter  the  employ  of  Walker  & 
Eustophive,  insurance  agents.  In  1880  he  succeeded  to  this  business,  and  in  1882 
admitted  P.  W.  Bullard  to  partnership.  Since  then  the  firm  of  Bloomer  &  Bulla"d 
has  been  well  known  in  insurance  circles.  Mr.  Bloomer  became  a  member  of  the 
National  Guard  in  1870;  he  was  for  six  years  captain  of  Company  B,  74th  Regiment, 
Spaulding  Guards,  and  in  1881  commanded  the  company  on  its  famous  trip  to  New 
Orleans;  in  1883  he  was  made  colonel  of  the  regiment  and  served  as  such  for  six 
years.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason,  being  at  present  the  representative  from  his  lodge 
to  the  Masonic  Hall  Association ;  past  high  priest  of  Keystone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  ; 
thrice  illustrious  master  of  Keystone  Council,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  generalissimo  of  Hugh  de 
Payens  Commandery,  K.  T.  ;  a  member  of  Buffalo  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite  Masons, 
and  assistant  rabban  of  Ismailia  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also 
grand  vice-leader  of  the  Grand  Council,  State  of  New  York,  Home  Circle,  has  been 
for  many  years  treasurer  of  Red  Jacket  Lodge,  R.  A.,  and  is  a  member  of  other 
organizations.  In  1890  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president  of  the 
Equitable  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  has  been  active  in  loan  association 
work,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Erie,  Equitable  and  Niagara  Square  Dime  Savings  and 
Loan  Associations.  He  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  the  State  League, 
and  was  elected  a  delegate  from  New  York  State  to  the  United  States  League,  of 
which  he  was  chosen  second  vice-president  at  Philadelphia  and  first  vice-president  in 
July,  1897,  at  Detroit.  August  7.  1878,  Mr.  Bloomer  married  Clara  E.  Spaulding,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  childreu.  Prudence  and  Frank  H. 

Woolley,  William  Edgar,  Buffalo,  a  nattive  of  Long  Branch,  N.  J,,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  since  he  attained  his  maturity.  He  was  for  some  time 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Bristol,  Fifth  avenue  and  42d  street.  New  York,  and  in  1889 
removed  to  Buffalo  to  form  a  partnership  with  Henry  M.  Gerrans,  a  native  of  Dun- 
kirk, N.  Y.,  and  a  resident  of  Buffalo  since  1869.  They  have  ever  since  been  the 
proprietors  of  the  Iroquois  Hotel,  making  it  one  of  the  most  popular  and  best  known 
hostelries  in  the  country.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  house  in  America  has  a  better  or 
wider  reputation.  The  building  was  completed  in  1889  and  opened  by  Wooley  & 
Gerrans,  and  stands  on  historic  ground,  the  ground  having  been  occupied  by  the  first 
theatre  in  Buffalo,  St.  James's  Hall,  the  Young  Men's  Association  rooms  and  library, 
Bunnell's  Museum,  and  the  Richmond  Hotel.    In  1892  Woolley  &  Ferrans  also  leased 
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the  Grand  Union  Hotel  at  Saratoga  Springs,  which  they  have  since  conducted  dur- 
ing the  summer  seasons. 

Gail,  Adelbert  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  H.  and  Mary  T.  (Brown)  Gail,  was  born  in 
Aurora,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1858.  In  1862  his  parents  removed  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  obtained  a  good  public  and  high  school  education,  and  where  he 
subsequently  entered  his  father's  wholesale  commission  house,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  connected.  In  1882  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  business. 
The  firm  of  John  H.  and  Adelbert  D.  Gail  is  one  of  the  largest  jobbers  in  apples  in 
the  United  States  and  one  of  the  most  extensive  dealers  in  general  produce  in  West- 
ern New  York.  Mr.  Gail  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Queen  City  Council,  No.  60,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and 
of  the  Acacia  Club.  He  is  also  a  director  of  Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  Buffalo,  and 
has  been  an  officer  of  the  Buffalo  Produce  Exchange  since  its  organization  in  1885, 
serving  at  one  time  as  its  president.  In  1878  he  married  Nettie  Parker,  of  Buffalo, 
who  died  March  1,  1885,  leaving  three  children:  Mary  Alice,  Maud  Minnetta,  and 
Florence  Ella.  On  May  20,  1886,  he  married  Margaret  Sarde,  of  Camden,  Delaware, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Adelbert  Dexter,  jr. 

Hemike,  Henry  Charles,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Bernhardt),  Hem- 
ike,  was  born  in  Germany,  February  12,  1863.  He  removed  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  in  1873  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Heinike  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  country  and  finished  in  the  schools  of  Buffalo,  gradu- 
ating from  the  German  school  in  1877.  His  first  employment  was  as  an  errand  boy 
with  Jacob  Mitzger,  with  whom  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  uncle,  Christopher  Bernhardt,  remaining  with  him  one  and  a  half 
years.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  firm  of  Millitt  &  Hoffer  in  the  old  Ar- 
cade building.  After  a  two  years'  service  with  this  firm  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Joseph  Farthing,  remaining  but  a  short  time,  when  he  returned  to  the  firm  of  Millitt 
&  Hoffer.  In  1882  he  was  offered  a  position  with  V.  L.  Tiphaine,  in  whose  employ 
he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  C.  W.  Denison,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Denison  &  Heinike,  proprietors  of  the  Hotel  Mohawk,  which  part- 
nership continues  as  it  was  then  organized.  Mr.  Heinike  has  been  twice  married, 
first  to  Miss  Josephine  Glover,  in  June,  1884;  she  died  in  June,  1889.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  Winans,  July  12,  1892,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Charles  Henry  and  Her- 
bert Raymond.  Mr.  Heinike  is  a  member  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  O.  E., 
and  the  Atlantic  Social  Club. 

Nieman,  William  J.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Frederick  aijid  Sophia  (Kather)  Nieman, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1857  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where 
they  have  since  resided,  and  where  the  father  is  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Nieman  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  4,  1864,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  His  first  business 
experience  was  obtained  in  a  real  estate  and  insurance  office,  where  he  served  a  four 
years'  clerkship,  after  which  he  engaged  in  that  business  for  himself.  He  is  now  one 
of  the  successful  and  prominent  real  estate  dealers  and  insurance  brokers  of  Buffalo, 
ppp  ' 
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and  represents  a  number  of  companies  of  high  standing.  He  is  a  conservative  and 
popular  business  man,  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Underwriters  of  Buffalo. 

Clarke,  Everett  A.,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  A.  Perry  and  Lauraetta  (Hooker) 
Clarke,  was  born  at  Fly  Creek,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  February  8,  1856.  After 
attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  dry  goods 
establishment  of  Van  Vechten  &  Lyon  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Later  he  entered  the 
services  of  the  Auburn  Manufacturing  Company,  in  whose  employ  he  served  for  a 
period  of  eleven  years.  His  next  employment  was  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
Danforth  Milling  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  accepted 
a  position  with  Lautz  Brothers,  remaining  with  them  for  a  short  time,  when  he 
removed  to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  as  salesman  with  the  Meadville  (Pa.)  Distilling 
Company,  in  which  capacity  he  served  five  years,  when  he  became  sole  proprietor, 
conducting  the  business  until  May  1,  1897.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  C. 
Kamper's  Sons,  as  city  representative,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Wende,  Otto  H.,  Buffalo,  county  clerk,  was  born  in  Alden,  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , 
April  19,  1866.  He  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters  of  Hermann  A. 
Wende,  who  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  October  29,  1825,  came  to  America  in 
1847.  and  on  May  23,  1848,  settled  in  the  town  of  Alden,  Erie  county,  where  he  first 
purchased  640  acres  of  land.  Hermann  A.  Wende  was  an  active  Democrat  and 
was  the  first  supervisor  of  foreign  birth  ever  elected  in  that  town,  serving  on  the 
board  in  1863  and  1864.  He  filled  nearly  all  the  town  offices,  was  a  prominent 
Mason,  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community.  He  died 
March  15,  1892.  On  June  16,  1851,  he  married  Mary  Ries,  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  survives  him  and  occupies  the  homestead  in  Alden.  Otto  H.  Wende  attended 
the  district  schools,  was  raised  on  his  father's  farm,  and  took  a  course  at  a  business 
college  in  Buffalo.  Passing  a  teacher's  examination  he  began  teaching  school  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  and  after  one  year  was  elected  tax  collector  of  Alden.  He  was  re- 
elected and  when  twenty-three  was  chosen  a  justice  of  the  peace,  being  the  youngest 
man  ever  elected  to  that  office  in  that  town.  He  resigned,  however,  to  accept  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  the  office  of  supervisor,  which  he  held  from  1895  to  the  fall  of 
1897,  when  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Erie  county  by  a  handsome  majority,  having 
still  two  years  to  serve  as  supervisor.  He  has  attended  every  Democratic  county 
and  assembly  convention  for  many  years,  often  as  a  delegate  and  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  three  State  conventions  and  other  political  bodies.  Since  1891  he  has  been 
the  station  agent  at  Wende  for  the  New  York  Central  Railroad.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masons,  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  a  popular  and  representative 
citizen.  He  is  the  first  county  clerk  of  Erie  county  of  German  parentage  and  the 
youngest  man  ever  elected  to  that  office  in  the  county  of  Erie.  He  occupies  the 
homestead  with  his  mother. 

Heppel,  George  P.,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  Lenhard  and  Christina  (Kistner)  Heppel 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  May  8,  1846,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo 
in  1849,  coming  by  canal  from  Albany.  His  parents  also  reared  six  daughters,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Buffalo.    Mr.  Heppel  attended  public  school 
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No.  15,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began  active  life  for  himself,  learning  the  trade  of 
stove  plate  molder,  which  he  followed  until  October  26,  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
M,  12th  N.  Y.  Cav.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Newbern,  Tarboro,  Plymouth,  Kingston,  Goldsboro  and  Snow  Hill,  where  he 
was  wounded.  Returning  from  the  army  he  resumed  his  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  1880.  In  1872  he  assisted  m  organizing  Lockrow  Hose  Company  No.  6,  of  the 
volunteer  fire  department  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  became  assistant  foreman,  and 
which  he  served  as  foreman  from  1878  to  April,  1880,  when  the  department  was  reor- 
ganized on  a  paid  basis.  He  then  joined  Hose  Company  No.  1,  of  which  he  was 
appointed  captain,  which  was  attached  to  Engine  No.  9.  Five  years  later  he  was 
transferred  to  Engine  No.  16,  and  on  June  4,  1888,  was  made  battalion  chief  of  the 
newly  created  fifth  district,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  has  been  conspicuous 
at  all  the  great  fires  of  Buffalo  since  1872,  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Heppel 
is  a  member  of  the  Exempt  and  Veteran  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association,  the  Buf- 
falo Firemen's  Beneficiary  Association,  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  fraternities, 
and  Chapin  Post  No.  2,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  married 
in  1868  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Elizabeth  (Hartman)  Renner,  and 
they  have  three  sons  and  one  daughter  living. 

Mock,  Nicholas  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Katharine  Mock,  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  March  4,  1854,  and  in  1856  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where 
his  father  was  for  thirty  years  a  foreman  in  a  planing  mill,  and  where  they  both  still 
reside.  Their  family  consisted  of  a  daughter  and  four  sons.  Mr.  Mock  attended 
public  school  No.  31,  and  was  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's  College.  Having  lost  his 
right  arm  in  the  machinery  of  the  mill  of  which  his  father  was  foreman,  he  learned 
telegraphy,  which  he  followed  for  eleven  years.  He  then  became  a  clerk  in  the  city 
assessor's  office,  and  in  1884  entered  the  city  treasurer's  department;  in  1885  he  was 
elected  a  city  assessor  on  the  Rebublican  ticket  by  1,800  majority,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1888  by  3,500  and  in  1893  by  7,600.  His  present  term  expires  January  1,  1900. 
He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  city,  county. 
State  and  national  conventions,  and  is  secretary  of  Northern  Star  Lodge  No.  458, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  a  member  of  Mount  Vernon  Encampment,  the  Red  Men,  the  Foresters, 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Exempt  Firemen's  As- 
sociation. In  1880  he  married  Miss  Louisa  E.  Stephens,  of  Spring  Brook,  Erie 
county,  and  they  have  one  son  living. 

Gebhard,  A.  F.,  Buffalo,  has  been  engaged  in  the  paper  trade  in  Buffalo  since 
1884.  The  business  which  he  carries  on  consists  of  paper,  card  board  and  printers' 
supplies,  and  was  established  at  269  Washington  street  in  1884,  under  the  style  of  the 
Buffalo  Card  and  Paper  Company.  It  was  removed  to  its  present  location,  224-226 
Washington  street  in  1887,  by  the  present  proprietor.  Mr.  Gebhard  has  a  wide  cir- 
cle of  friends  in  business  and  social  circles,  and  commands  the  respect  of  the  entire 
community  for  his  sterling  integrity  and  honorable  record. 

Smith,  Christopher,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  June  10,  1845,  came  to 
America  in  1848  with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  received  a  public 
school  education.    September  25,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  61st  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and 
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served  three  years,  being  transferred  in  October.  1862,  to  Co.  A,  4th  Artillery,  Cush- 
ing's  celebrated  battery,  U.  S.  Army.  Mr.  Smith  was  wounded  three  times,  and 
participated  in  forty-three  battles,  including  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Antietam,  Cedar  Mountain,  second  Bull  Run,  Sheridan's  raid, 
Sulphur  Springs,  Hanover  Court  House,  Culpepper  Court  House,  the  Wilderness, 
Gettysburg,  etc.  He  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  orderly  sergeant  and  had  the  proud 
distinction  of  firing  on  July  3,  1863,  the  last  cannon  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  at 
Cemetery  Hill,  at  the  charge  made  by  General  Armstead,  who  was  killed  just  as  he 
had  scaled  the  wall  or  breast  work  and  had  placed  his  hand  on  the  piece  handled  by 
Mr,  Smith.  Returning  from  the  army  Mr.  Smith  engaged  in  farming  and  market 
gardening  and  later  in  dairying,  in  which  he  continued  in  all  eighteen  years.  During 
this  period  he  became  an  active  Republican  leader  and  was  elected  supervisor  of  the 
old  Eleventh  ward  in  1873.  1874  and  1875.  He  served  as  alderman  in  1876  and  1877, 
and  in  1883  was  agam  elected  supervisor.  In  1896  he  represented  the  Sixth  Assembly 
district  of  Erie  county  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  the  fall  of  1897  received  the 
appointment  of  back  tax  collector  of  Buffalo.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
largely  interested  in  real  estate  and  in  street  grade  contracting.  He  is  a  member  of 
Hiram  Lodge  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo  Council  No.  17,  R.  &  S.  M..  of  Key- 
stone Chapter  No.  163,  R.  A.  M.,  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  K.  O.  T. 
M.,  of  Stanley  Garrison  No.  36,  R.  A.  N.  U.,  of  Bidwell-Wilkeson  Post  No.  9,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  of  several  social  organizations.  During  his  political  career  he  has  been  a 
delegate  to  nearly  all  the  local  and  State  Republican  conventions.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
thorough  Buffalonian,  keenly  alive  to  the  city's  interests  and  an  active  factor  in  the 
general  welfare.  In  1867  he  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Edmond  and  Ann  Daw 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  two  children,  Florence  and  C.  Alvin.  The  latter  has  been 
employed  in  the  office  of  Philip  Gerst  for  five  years.  Mrs.  Smith  died  in  October, 
1897, 

Ruehl,  George,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  January  24,  1859. 
His  parents,  Jacob  and  Magdelena  (Renheimer)  Ruehl,  emigrated  to  America  in 
June,  1864,  with  their  family  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1864,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  vocation  of  gardener  until  the  present  time.  They  had  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  seven  of  the  children  being  born  in  Germany.  George  Ruehl  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  Buffalo,  learned  the  barber's  trade  and 
when  eighteen  opened  a  barber  shop  for  himself  on  Main  street.  With  the  exception 
of  four  years  during  which  he  was  an  inspector  of  customs  at  International  Bridge 
(Buffalo),  under  President  Harrison,  he  has  since  continued  this  business.  He  has 
been  an  active  and  influential  Republican,  has  served  as  district  committeeman  for 
five  years,  was  a  delegate  to  five  different  conventions  and  in  1895  was  a  delegate  to 
the  State  Republican  Convention;  in  1895  and  again  in  1897  he  was  elected  super- 
visor. He  is  president  of  the  Boss  Barbers'  Association  of  Erie  County,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Boss  Barbers'  Association  of  New  York  and  a  member  of  Washington 
L^nion  and  Select  Knights.  In  October,  1881,  he  married  Louise,  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Aue  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  His  father,  who 
is  also  a  Republican,  has  thirty-four  grand  children  and  four  great-grandchildren  re- 
siding in  Buffalo.  He  is  active  and  strong,  being  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  He 
has  a  brother  residing  in  Buffalo  who  is  eighty-three  years  old ;  his  name  is  George 
Ruehl.    Mrs.  Ruehl,  the  mother  of  George,  died  in  November,  1890. 
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Poorten,  J.  William,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Balbina  (Weegener)  Poorten,  was 
born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1858,  and  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1882.  He  first  settled  in  Buffalo  and  followed  his  trade  one  year,  after  which 
he  spent  a  year  in  St.  Louis.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  remained  there  four  years, 
and  then  settled  permanently  in  Tonawanda,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  bakery  business  with  uninterrupted  success.  ^  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B. 
A.  and  the  C.  B.  L.  June  22,  1886,  he  married  Pauline,  daughter  of  Frank  J. 
Honer  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  five  children:  Frances  Balbina  Aggie,  born  No- 
vember 25,  1887;  Frank  Joseph,  born  March  10,  1890;  Pauline  Balbina,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1893;  Mary  Anna,  born  September  1,  1895;  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
June  23,  1897. 

Ansteth,  John,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  leading  jewelers  of  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Margaret  (Graff)  Ansteth,  and  was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  January  27,  1851. 
In  1853  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  his  father 
died  in  1876,  and  where  his  mother's  death  occurred  in  1893.  Mr.  Ansteth  attended 
the  Buffalo  public  schools  and  then  entered  the  store  of  S.  O.  Barnum  &  Son,  where 
he  rose  to  the  positions  of  bookkeeper  and  financial  manager.  In  1879  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  and  so  continued  until  1882,  when  he  withdrew  to  engage  in  the 
notion  trade  at  323  to  336  Washington  street  and  in  the  wholesale  jewelry  and  watch 
business  at  328  Washington  street.  He  carried  on  both  establishments  until  1884, 
and  since  then  has  given  his  attention  entirely  to  the  jewelry  trade,  removing  to 
Main  street  in  1885.  Mr.  Ansteth  is  president  of  the  Holy  Trinity  English  Lutheran 
church,  a  director  of  St.  John's  Orphan  Asylum,  one  of  the  founders  and  a  director 
of  the  Lutheran  Old  Folks'  Home,  and  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  German 
Deaconesses  Home.  He  was  married  in  1878  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Sarah  B.,  daugh 
ter  of  Joseph  Bicksler,  whose  family  were  early  residents  of  Buffalo.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  John  Rollin,  Alice  M.,  Fred  E.  and  Sarah  Ruth. 

Sherwood.  Ga^'lord  Noble,  late  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Her- 
kimer county,  N.  Y.,  April  18,  1805.  He  attended  Fairfield  Academy  until  fifteen 
years  of  age  and  then  left  school  to  teach,  serving  as  principal  of  schools  at  New- 
port and  Antwerp,  Herkimer  county,  for  several  years.  In  1825  he  was  appointed 
deputy  postmaster  at  Antwerp,  and  served  two  years  in  that  capacity.  In  1827  he 
removed  to  Camillus,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Miles  W.  Bennett,  and  the  following  year  married  the  daughter  of  his  employer, 
Sarah  Bennett.  In  1828  Mr.  Sherwood  established  a  store  in  Camillus,  and  making 
it  a  grand  success,  he  later  started  general  country  stores  at  Baldwinsville,  Amboy, 
Fulton,  Syracuse,  and  other  neighboring  towns,  continuing  to  reside  in  Camillus 
until  1878.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Onondaga  Board  of  Supervisors  for  one  year, 
a  brief  political  record  for  so  prominent  a  man.  In  1857  he  bought  an  interest  in 
the  old  Dart  elevator  in  Buffalo,  which  he  sold  two  years  later  and  started  the  first 
distillery  at  Black  Rock,  under  the  firm  name  of  Shoemaker,  Stewart  &  Co.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  Buffalo,  and  was  interested 
in  many  other  projects.  His  first  wife  died  in  1864  and  he  was  again  married  in 
December,  1868,  to  Sarah  Green  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Sherwood  died  in  1895,  and 
his  wife,  two  sons,  Charles  and  Duane,  and  a  daughter,  Rosita,  survive  him. 


542 


OUR  COUNTY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 


Atisteth,  John  M.,  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  leading  dry  goods  firms  in  Buf- 
falo. The  house  was  established  by  John  M.  Ansteth  in  April,  1882,  at  the  corner  of 
Clinton  and  Raze  (now  Clare)  streets,  and  later  was  removed  to  1841  Niagara  street. 
Five  years  afterwards  Mr.  Ansteth  added  a  shoe  business  at  1839  Niagara  street, 
and  Philip  H.  Ansteth  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm  name  becoming  John 
M.  Ansteth  &  Co.  In  May,  1894,  a  branch  store  was  established  at  the  corner  of 
Amherst  and  Grant  streets,  and  in  1896  the  present  spacious  building  was  erected  by 
Mr.  Ansteth  at  the  corner  of  Grant  street  and  Military  road,  whither  the  entire  busi- 
ness was  removed  and  consolidated  in  May,  1897.  This  is  the  largest  and  best 
known  retail  dry  goods  establishment  in  Buffalo  west  of  Main  street,  and  owes  its 
successful  growth  to  the  enterprise,  business  ability  and  energy  of  its  founder.  John 
M.  Ansteth  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  6,  1860.  His  parents,  John  and  Mar- 
garet (Steger)  Ansteth,  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  the  early  fifties  and 
settled  in  Buffalo,  where  they  were  married.  His  father,  who  was  for  several  years 
a  street  inspector,  died  in  September,  1887,  honored  and  respected  by  many  friends. 
Mr.  Ansteth  was  educated  m  private  schools  and  was  engaged  in  various  mercantile 
pursuits  until  he  established  his  present  business  in  1882.  He  is  a  member  of  Occi- 
dental Lodge  No.  766,  F.  and  A.  M. ;  of  Red  Jacket  Lodge  No.  238,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
of  St,  John's  Young  Men's  Benevolent  Association.  Philip  H.  Ansteth,  the  junior 
m.ember  of  the  firm  and  a  son  of  John  Ansteth  and  Margaret  Steger,  was  born 
August  2,  1866,  in  Buffalo,  and  received  a  public  school  education.  He  was  employed 
in  the  carriage  painting  business  for  some  time  prior  to  becoming  a  partner  with  his 
brother,  John  M.    He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Foresters. 

Spang,  Charles,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  3,  1864,  and  is  a  son 
of  Conrad  and  Salona  (Siehl)  Spang.  He  attended  the  common  and  graded  schools, 
and  after  leaving  school  was  employed  in  the  dry  goods  establishment  of  S.  Benger 
&  Co.,  and  also  by  S.  O.  Barnum.  He  was  afterwards  a  collector  for  a  brewing 
company  until  February  1,  1896,  when  he  was  appointed  street  commissioner  of  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Spang  is  a  member  of  Mystic  Star 
Lodge,  No.  512,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Feldman,  Charles  L.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1863,  received  a  pub- 
lic and  private  school  education,  and  spent  several  years  in  various  pursuits  and  in 
the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Syracuse,  at  the  General  Term  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  January,  1884,  and  since  then  has  successfully  practiced  his 
profession  in  his  native  city,  where  he  takes  high  rank  as  a  lawyer  of  ability  and 
prominence.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  assistant  city  attorney  under  William  F. 
Worthington  and  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  that  position  until  November, 
1890,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Julius  A,  Shreiber,  which  continued 
under  the  firm  name  of  Feldman  &  Shreiber  till  January,  1895.  In  1894  Mr.  Feld- 
man was  again  appointed  assistant  city  attorney  by  Frank  C.  Laughlm ;  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1895,  he  was  appointed  city  attorney  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  No- 
vember, 1895,  when  he  was  unanimously  chosen  by  the  Common  Council  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Laughlin  as  corporation  counsel,  which  position  he  filled  with  great  satis- 
faction until  December  31,  1897.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Buffalo  Repub- 
lican League,  the  Buffalo  Press  Club  and  the  Ellicott  Club. 
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Bardol,  Frank  V.  E.,  Buffalo,  chief  engineer  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1869,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  public  school  No. 
31.  He  was  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  the  course  of  engineering  in  1889, 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  until  1892,  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  as  assistant  engineer.  In  January,  1898,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  responsible  position  of  chief  engineer  of  the  city. 

Seibert,  Hon.  Simon,  Buffalo,  State  senator,  was  born  vSeptember  12,  1857,  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  where  he  has  always  resided,  and  whither  his  parents  removed  from 
Germany  in  1853.  His  father  has  been  a  representative  busmess  man  of  East  Buffa- 
lo for  the  past  thirty  years.  Mr.  Seibert  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
was  graduated  from  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  in  1878,  and  then  became 
a  clerk  in  his  father's  coal  office.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  men's  furnishing  business, 
from  which  he  retired  in  1889  to  accept  the  appointment  of  United  States  gauger  at 
Buffalo.  He  held  this  position  until  1893,  and  since  then  has  been  associated  with 
the  Magnus  Beck  Brewing  Company  as  traveling  salesman.  He  is  also  president  of 
the  Buffalo  Clearing  Company.  Mr,  Seibert  has  long  been  an  active  and  ardent 
Republican  and  recognized  leader  of  his  party  in  what  is  known  as  the  East  Side, 
where  he  has  served  as  president  of  the  East  Side  Republican  League.  In  1893  he 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly  by  a  majority  of  1,356,  and  m  1894  was  re-elected  by  a 
largely  increased  vote.  In  1895  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  office  of 
State  senator  from  the  Forty-eighth  senatorial  district,  and  was  elected  by  2,206 
majority;  in  1897  he  was  re-elected  to  this  important  position.  Senator  Seibert  is  a 
man  of  the  highest  integrity,  and  in  business  as  well  as  in  official  relations  enjoys 
universal  popularity,  respect  and  confidence.  One  of  his  chief  characteristics  is  never 
to  make  a  promise  that  he  does  not  expect  to  fulfill.  In  1896  he  was  an  alternate 
delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  at  St  Louis.  He  is  a  member  of 
Mystic  Star  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Millard  Fillmore  Lodge.  K.  O.  R,  the  Teutonia 
Maenerchor  and  Buffalo  Orpheus  Singing  Societies,  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  23,  of  Elks, 
and  the  Silver  King  Fishing  Club,  and  president  of  the  Speudel  Fishing  Club  and 
several  other  social  and  political  organizations. 

Ash,  James,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  New  Brunswick.  Nova  Scotia,  December  20, 
1836,  and  was  brought  to  Buffalo  by  his  parents,  Robert  and  Mary  (Smith)  Ash,  when 
he  was  six  months  old.  He  received  a  public  school  education,  became  the  manager 
of  a  coal  yard  for  Charles  W.  Evans,  and  for  fifteen  years  had  charge  of  the  shipping 
and  purchasing  departments  of  Pratt  &  Co.,  coal  and  iron  dealers.  Since  1866  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  building  schooners  and  tugs  for  lake  service. 
He  is  president  of  the  Hand  &  Johnson  Tug  Line,  has  been  a  manager  of  the  Lake 
Carriers'  Association  since  its  organization  in  1886,  and  for  more  than  twenty- five 
years  has  been  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  and  retail  coal  dealers  in  the  city,  having 
also  a  large  trestle  at  North  Buffalo  for  the  retail  trade.  In  1863  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  United  States  as  a  member  of  Co.  K.,  74th  Regt,  N.  Y.^Militia.  Mr. 
Ash  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  from  the 
third  Erie  district  in  1879  by  3,000  majority,  and  was  a  park  commissioner  from  1882 
•to  1886,  when  he  was  elected  alderman  from  the  old  Ninth  ward.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  a  councilman  by  the  largest  majority  on  the  ticket,  and  in  1895  was  made 
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president  of  the  board,  and  was  re-elected  in  1897  for  four  years.  He  is  a  manager 
of  the  Queen  City  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  a  director  in  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  a  citizen  who  is  widely  respected  and  esteemed. 
December  4,  1853,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  William  Finn,  of  Buffalo, 
and  of  their  ten  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters  are  living. 

Bull,  Alexander  Thompson,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bullville,  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  May  3,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Milton  Bull,  who  died  in  that  town  in  1882,  aged 
eighty-nine.  Dr.  Bull  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  Bloomingburg  Acad- 
emy and  New  Paltz  Collegiate  Institute,  and  was  graduated  from  Montgomery 
Academy  in  1844.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Isaac  Garrison 
of  Newburg,  N.  Y. ,  was  afterward  with  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  and  Dr.  John  W.  Dra- 
per of  New  York,  and  also  attended  the  Castleton  (Vt.)  Medical  College,  and  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  New 
York  in  1847.  After  spending  two  months  at  the  New  York  Quarantine  .Station  he 
began  practice  in  Monticello,  Sullivan  county.  In  1850  he  removed  to  Middletown, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  chosen,  in  1854,  superintendent  of  schools  in  Orange  county, 
by  a  majority  of  156,  being  the  only  candidate  elected  that  year  on  the  local  Whig 
ticket.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  London,  Canada.  Having  practically  adopt- 
ed the  homoeopathic  principles  of  practice  he  was  instrumental,  while  a  resident  of 
London,  in  securing  the  legislation  of  that  system  by  the  Canadian  government,  and 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Upper  Canada.  He  was  the  first 
homoeopathic  coroner  appointed  by  the  crown  in  the  British  Dominions,  and  held 
that  office  from  1860  until  his  removal  to  Buffalo,  on  November  15,  1864,  when  he 
resigned.  On  his  departure  he  was  given  a  public  dinner  by  the  municipality  of 
London,  at  which  the  mayor  presided.  Dr.  Bull  has  been  in  continuous  and  suc- 
cessful practice  in  Buffalo  since  1864,  and  is  the  oldest  active  physician  in  point  of 
service  in  the  city.  In  1869  he  was  appointed  a  pension  examiner,  but  was  soon  re- 
moved solely  because  of  his  school  of  medical  practice.  At  a  session  of  the  Amer-^ 
ican  Institute  of  Homoeopath^y  held  in  Chicago  in  June,  1870,  he  was  appointed 
chairman  of  a  committee  on  legislation,  and  in  this  capacity  he  appeared  before  the 
authorities  at  Washington,  including  President  Grant,  and  was  instrumental  in  se- 
curing the  recognition  of  the  homoeopathic  principles  of  practice  by  the  national 
government.  Dr.  Bull  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Homoeopathic  Society  and 
has  been  its  president  several  years;  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Canadian 
Homoeopathic  Society  and  was  its  president  in  1858-59.  On  December  12,  1849,  he 
married  Sarah  G.,  daughter  of  Lewis  Vail.  Mrs.  Bull  died  in  1876,  leaving  three 
children:  Willie  Sheldon,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  L.  A.  W. ;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Allen  Napier  McNab;  and  Louis  Agassiz  Bull,  M.  D.,  who  died  in  December,  1894. 

Hauenstem,  John,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  the  canton  of  Argan,  Switzerland, 
June  28,  1821,  and  when  ten  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  America  and  set- 
tled in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  read  medicine  with  Dr.  F.  L. 
Harris  of  Buffalo,  was  graduated  from  the  Geneva  (now  the  Syracuse)  Medical  Col- 
lege with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1844,  and  then  began  a  professional  career  in  Buffa- 
lo which  continued  until  1895,  a  period  of  fifty-one  years,  when  he  retired.  Dr. 
Hauenstein  was  long  a  prominent  physician  and  surgeon,  and  at  one  time  president 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


545 


of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Societ5%  and  is  a  member  of  that  organization  and  also 
of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  was  a  founder  and  is  still  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Young  Men's  Association,  which  he  has  served  as  president  sev- 
eral different  times.  December  2,  1845,  he  married  Madilan  Sigewald,  of  Alsace, 
France,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Alfred  G.,  Ottilie  E.  (wife  of 
Nathaniel  Rochester),  Eugenia  F.  and  Oscar  H. 

Laughlin,  Hon.  Frank  C,  Buffalo,  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Newstead,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1859.  In  1865  the  family 
removed  to  Wilson,  Niagara  county,  where  he  worked  on  the  farm  summers  and 
attended  the  district  school  winters  until  1876,  when  they  moved  to  Lockport,  N.  Y. 
There  Mr.  Laughlin  attended  the  high  school  for  three  years  and  afterward  read  law 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  John  E.  Pound  till  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1882.  He  soon 
came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  office  of  Sprague,  Morey  &  Sprague,  who  placed  him 
in  charge  of  such  important  litigation  that  he  rapidly  came  into  prominence  in  all 
the  courts  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District.  In  January,  1886,  he  became  assistant 
city  attorney  under  William  F.  Worthington,  and  when  the  title  of  that  office  was 
changed  to  corporation  counsel  he  was  appointed  city  attorney,  which  position  he 
filled  with  great  ability  until  Mr.  Worthington's  death  in  1891.  One  of  his  most  im- 
portant cases  in  this  capacity  was  the  Ellicott  street  extension  litigation,  involving 
more  than  |200,000.  In  1890  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  corporation 
counsel,  but  was  defeated  by  George  M.  Browne,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law 
in  partnership  with  Thomas  Penney.  In  1893  he  was  elected  corporation  counsel, 
defeating  Mr,  Browne  by  7,924  majority.  In  1895  he  was  nominated  and  over- 
whelmingly elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Laughlin 
is  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  Western  New  York,  and  as  a  jurist  has  exhibited 
those  qualities  which  distinguish  him  in  the  field  of  jurisprudence.  He  is  a  man  of 
broad  culture,  sound  judgment,  and  unwavering  integrity,  and  as  a  citizen,  advo- 
cate and  scholar  is  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  June  2,  1896,  he  married  Mar- 
tha Taylor  Bartlett,  daughter  of  Martin  Taylor,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Martha. 

Ramsdell,  Thomas  T.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  the  late  Orrin  P.  Ramsdell,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  dealers  in  Western  New  York.  He 
is  of  Scotch  descent.  Orrin  P.  Ramsdell  was  a  son  of  Isaiah  Ramsdell,  a  native 
of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  of  Clarissa  Collins,  his  wife,  a  nature  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and 
was  born  at  the  latter  place  July  19,  1811.  He  obtained  a  common  school  education, 
spent  some  time  as  a  dry  goods  clerk,  and  finally  opened  a  retail  boot  and  shoe  store 
in  New  London,  Conn.,  which  he  conducted  until  1835.  In  1837  he  came  to  Buffalo 
and  established  a  retail  boot  and  shoe  trade,  which  soon  developed  into  one  of  the 
leading  wholesale  industries  of  the  city.  He  was  regarded  as  the  pioneer  shoe  dealer 
of  Buffalo.  He  built  the  Erie  Basin  elevator  in  1861,  was  an  origmal  stockholder  in 
the  Manufacturers'  and  Traders'  Bank,  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  and  Southwest- 
ern Railroad,  and  was  actively  interested  in  other  banking  and  railway  enterprises. 
In  1851  he  married  Anna  C,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Deborah  C.  (Smith)  Titus, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children  were  Albert  N. ,  born  in  1853,  died  in  1878; 
Thomas  T.,  born  March  15,  1854;  Orrin  P.,  jr.,  born  m  1856,  died  in  1860;  Belle  C. 
qqq 
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(Mrs.  E.  A.  Bell),  born  in  1857;  Bessie  H.,  born  in  1858,  died  in  infancy;  Alfred  C. , 
born  in  1860,  died  in  infancy;  Anna  K.,  born  in  1862;  Clarissa  C,  born  in  1865,  and 
Evelyn,  born  in  1868.  Thomas  T.  Ramsdell  attended  the  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  Prof.  Briggs's  Buffalo  Classical  School  in  1871.  In  1873  he  entered 
his  father's  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  house,  which  was  then  conducted  by  O.  P.  Rams- 
dell &  Co.  (W.  H.  Walker).  Mr.  Walker  withdrew  in- 1877,  and  Thomas  T.  Rams- 
dell and  his  brother.  Albert  N.,  were  admitted  to  partnership.  Albert  N.  died  m 
1878,  and  in  1879  William  C,  G.  W.,  and  Sidney  M.  Sweet  became  partners  under 
the  present  firm  name  of  O.  P.  Ramsdell,  Sweet  &  Co.  Since  then  O.  P.  Ramsdell 
and  G.  W.  Sweet  have  died,  and  Thomas  T.  Ramsdell  is  now  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm.  Mr.  Ramsdell  is  an  active  member  and  in  1894  was  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Republican  League.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Ellicott  Square  Company,  the 
Merchants'  Exchange,  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  the  Fine 
Arts  Academy,  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Westminster  Church,  and  the 
Buffalo,  Country  and  Buffalo  Press  Clubs.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  great  project  of  bringing  Niagara  Falls  power  to  Buffalo,  and  was  a  member  of 
Mayor  Jewett's  advisory  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Novem.ber  10,  1881, 
he  married  Louise  Miller,  of  Sterling,  111.  Their  children  are  Orrin  P.,  Louise  M., 
Alice  M.,  and  Thomas  T.,  jr. 

Gethoefer,  Frank  W..  Buffalo,  clerk  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Emilia  (Rudolf)  Gethoefer,  and  a  grandson  of  Frederick  and  Katharine  Gethoefer, 
natives  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany.  His  grandparents  came  to  America  with 
their  family  about  1843  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  Frederick  conducted  a  piano 
manufactory  for  many  years.  George  Gethoefer  was  eight  years  old  when  he  ar- 
rived in  this  country.  His  wife,  Emilie,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  was  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Rudolf,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland.  Frank  W.  Gethoefer  was  born  June  4, 
1863,  at  434  Oak  street,  in  the  Fifth  district  of  the  Sixth  ward,  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided.  He  received  a  public  and  high  school  education,  and  then  became 
cashier  in  the  bank  of  Moses  Smith,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  1885,  when  he 
was  appointed  deputy  city  clerk  under  WiUiam  E.  Delaney.  He  was  reappointed  by 
City  Clerk  Charles  R.  Marshall  and  held  the  position  in  all  eight  years,  fathfully  dis- 
charging his  duties  and  winning  the  approbation  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. From  1894  to  1897  inclusive  he  was  proprietor  of  Hotel  Grill,  and  on  January 
3,  1898,  by  a  vote  of  19  to  13,  the  Common  Council  appointed  him  city  clerk  of  the 
city  of  Buffalo  to  succeed  Mark  S.  Hubbell.  Mr.  Gethoefer  has  always  been  an  active 
and  influential  Democrat,  and  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Cleveland  Corps  in  1888 
and  a  delegate  and  reading  clerk  to  the  State  Democratic  Convention  at  Syracuse 
that  first  elected  William  F.  Sheehan  a  State  committeeman.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  one  of  his  parly's  trusted  leaders.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  the  Elks,  the  Buffalo  Liedertafel,  and  other  organizations. 

Mugridge,  George,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Chatham,  England,  December  20,  1816, 
came  to  America  in  1836,  and  first  settled  in  Rome,  N.  Y.  In  1841  he  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  became  associated  with  his  father,  the  late  James  Mugridge,  in  the 
bakery  business.    James  retired  in  1850  and  died  in  1862.    George  Mugridge  sue- 
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ceeded  to  the  business  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and  in  1863  admitted  his  eldest  son, 
James  A.,  to  partnership,  under  the  firm  name  of  George  Mugridge  &  Son,  which 
has  since  remained  unchanged.  The  premises,  60  by  180  feet,  now  occupied  by  the 
business,  front  on  Elk  and  Illinois  streets,  and  about  250  barrels  of  flour  are  con- 
sumed daily  in  the  manufacture  of  bread  stuffs.  This  is  one  of  theoldest  and  largest 
bakeries  in  Western  New  York,  having  been  in  constant  operation  since  1841.  George 
Mugridge  was  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  as  a  business 
man,  was  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  He  died  March  9,  1897.  He  w^as  twice 
married;  his  children  were  James  A.,  George  W.,  William,  Bert  E.,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dunlop,  Mrs.  Genie  McNaughton,  Grace  E.,  Mrs.  Belle  Lathrop,  and  Mrs.  Kate 
Thayer. 

Smith,  John  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  March  18,  1821,  and 
came  to  America  when  a  young  man.  He  soon  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  first 
associated  in  business  with  W.  H.  Glenny.  In  1852  he  engaged  in  the  plumbing 
business,  which  he  successfully  continued  until  his  death  on  the  11th  of  April,  1892, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  firm,  styled  the  John  D.  Smith  Company, 
composed  of  his  widow  and  son,  Charles  A.  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  plumbers  in  Buffalo.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar, and  as  a  citizen  was  widel}^  respected  and  esteemed. 

Carley,  Joseph  Henry,  Buffalo,  born  in  Buf¥alo,  N.  Y.,  September  3,  1861,  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Janette  (Sylvester)  Carley,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Northern  Illinois  College  in  the  class  of 
1872.  The  following  year  he  returned  to  Chicago  and  was  appointed  an  officer  in  the 
House  of  Correction,  which  position  he  held  until  1878,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  Buffalo  Rubber  Company,  which  he  held  six 
years.  He  then  entered  the  health  department  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  as  sanitary  in- 
spector, which  position  he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Carley's  father  came  to  America  from 
the  north  of  Ireland.    His  mother  is  of  Scotch  descent. 

Bissell,  Wilson  Shannon,  LL.  D,,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Isabella  Jeanette 
(Hally)  Bissell,  was  born  in  New  London,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  December  31,  1847, 
and  m  1852  removed  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  After 
attending  the  Buffalo  public  and  high  schools  he  entered,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  the 
Hopkins  Grammar  School  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  finished  his  preparatory 
studies.  He  then  entered  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
honors  in  1869.  Returning  to  Buffalo  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  same  year 
in  the  office  of  Laning,  Cleveland  &  Folsom,  and  in  September,  1871,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  In  1872  Mr.  Bissell  formed  a  copartnership  with  Hon.  Lyman  K,  Bass 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  1874  Grover  Cleveland  joined  the  firm  under 
the  style  of  Bass,  Cleveland  &  Bissell.  Mr.  Bass  retired  in  1876  and  the  firm  of 
Cleveland  &  Bissell  continued  in  active  and  successful  practice  until  1881,  when 
Mr.  Cleveland  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  and  George  J.  Sicard  was 
admitted  to  partnership.  This  firm  was  succeeded  in  1893  by  that  of  Bissell, 
Sicard,  Bissell  &  Carey,  which  in  1897  was  changed  to  the  present  style  of  Bissell, 
Carey  &  Cooke.    Mr.  Bissell  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  bar  of  this  State. 
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As  an  office  lawyer  he  is  'unequaled.  Endowed  with  ability  of  a  high  order,  he  has 
achieved  eminence  in  his  profession,  and  during  a  long  and  active  career  has  always 
enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  for  honesty,  integrity,  and  scholarly  qualifications. 
He  is  a  leading  Democrat,  and  in  1888  was  a  presidential  elector  at  large  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  In  1893  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  portfolio  of  postmaster- 
general  in  President  Cleveland's  cabinet,  which  position  he  filled  with  signal  dis- 
tinction and  satisfaction  for  two  years,  when  he  resigned  to  resume  his  law  practice. 
He  was  offered  other  important  offices  under  Cleveland's  two  administrations,  but 
declined  them.  In  1888  he  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  is  still  a 
prominent  member.  He  is  also  a  member  of  th.e  Ellicott  Club  and  other  organiza- 
tions. On  February  6,  1890,  he  married  Miss  Louise  Sturges,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
The  same  year  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Hill  a  member  of  a  commission  to 
propose  amendments  to  the  judiciary  article  of  the  State  constitution.  He  is  vice- 
chancellor  of  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

Denison,  Chailes  Wells,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  29,  1858,  and 
is  a  son  of  Arnold  J.  and  Mary  A.  (Coonrod)  Denison.  His  father  came  to  this 
country  from  England  in  1849  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  of  German  descent. 
Mr.  Denison  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  1879  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  liquor  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  five  years.  He  then 
accepted  a  position  at  the  Genesee  Hotel,  where  he  was  employed  until  1889,  when 
he  took  a  position  at  the  Hotel  Iroquois,  where  he  remained  until  the  organization,  in 
1892,  of  the  firm  of  Denison  &  Heinike,  proprietors  of  the  Hotel  Mohawk,  a  com- 
modious and  well-appointed  house.  The  building  was  recently  rebuilt.  Mr.  Denison 
was  married  September  28,  1888,  to  Miss  Amelia,  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Sarah 
(Barryman)  Hayes,  of  Buffalo,  and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  Sarah  A., 
Charles  H.,  and  Helen  A.  Mr.  Denison  is  a  member  of  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  37,  I.  O. 
O.  F. 

Farrell  Brothers,  Buffalo,  proprietors  of  the  United  States  Steam  Laundry,  are 
among  Buffalo's  leading  business  men.  This  concern  was  established  in  1893  by  the 
present  proprietors,  Edward  and  William  M.  Farrell,  and  executes  fine  custom 
work.  Edward  Farrell  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1867.  His  first  busi- 
ness venture  was  with  his  brother,  John,  who  conducted  a  meat  business  for  a  period 
of  seventeen  37ears.  During  this  service  he  was  also  interested  in  a  line  of  freight 
steamers  running  between  Buffalo  and  Duluth.  William  M.,  the  junior  member  of 
the  firm,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  born  in  1869.  Prior  to  his  connection  with  this  firm 
he  was  engaged  as  a  marine  engineer  for  seven  years.  Their  parents,  Michael  and 
Ellen  (Mooney)  Farrell,  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  in  1861  and  first  settled  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  they  remained  one  year,  when  they  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  they  have  since  resided. 

Knight,  William  B.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Edward  M.  and  Josephine  (Covert) 
Knight,  natives  of  Seneca  county,  and  was  born  at  Farmer,  Seneca  county,  N.  Y., 
March  9,  1867.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Cayuga 
Lake  Military  Academy  at  Aurora,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1885. 
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On  January  1,  1886,  he  entered  the  service  of  Harvey  D.  Blakeslee,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  saddlery  hardware  business,  remaining  in  his  employ  until  Novem- 
ber 1,  1893,  when  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  trunks,  in  which  business  he 
was  actively  and  successfully  engaged  until  December  15,  1896.  He  then  opened  an 
office  for  the  handling  of  real  estate,  which  business  he  conducted  until  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Pan-American  Publishing  Company,  when  he  became  business  manager 
of  that  concern,  which  position  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Knight  is  a  prominent  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason. 

Koons,  Henry,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Dellenbaugh)  Koons,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  9,  1838,  and  was  educated  in  ithe  public  schools. 
His  first  business  experience  was  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Express  Company, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  At  the  erd  of  this  service  he  went  West  to  learn 
the  tanner's  trade  with  G.  Pfisler  &  Co.  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  returning  after  two 
years  to  Buffalo.  He  accepted  and  held  a  position  as  search  clerk  in  the  county 
clerk's  office  Prom  1865  to  1871,  when  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  on  his 
own  account  at  448  Main  street,  and  after  one  year  removed  to  his  present  office  at 
474  Main  street,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  large  and  profitable  business.  On 
June  1,  1884,  the  firm  of  Henry  &  Edward  L.  Koons  was  formed,  which  copartner- 
ship still  continues.  Mr.  Koons  is  prominently  identified  with  many  large  corpora- 
tions, in  which  he  holds  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust. 

O'Rourke,  Thomas  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Francis)  O'Rourke,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1860.  After  completing  his  elementary  education 
he  entered  the  boot  and  shoe  establishment  of  his  father,  and  continued  in  that  busi- 
ness for  twenty  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  sam^e  business  on  his  own  account 
at  43  Main  street,  his  present  location.  January  6,  1884,  he  married  Kathran, 
daughter  of  Captain  Doohen.  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children. 

Poole,  Edwin  D.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1843.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Boston  High  School  in 
the  class  of  1860.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  since  successfully  followed.  Mr.  Poole  was  united  in  marriage 
in  October,  1869,  to  Miss  Gertrude  E.  Gardiner,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children. 

Prentice,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  has  for  several  years  been  prominent  as  one  of  the 
leading  wall  decorators  and  dealers  in  fine  furniture,  and  is  a  recognized  authority 
on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  interior  decorations.  He  was  born  at  East  Aurora,  N. 
Y.,  April  30,  1854,  a  son  of  Horace  and  Lucy  T.  (Persons)  Prentice,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  the  Normal  School  at  Buffalo.  His  first  business 
experience  was  as  cashier  for  the  firm  of  L.  H.  Chester  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained four  years,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  M.  H.  Birge  &  Son.  In  1888  he 
succeeded  the  latter  firm  in  business  at  250  Miami  street,  and  on  May  1,  1896  re- 
moved to  his  present  location  at  156  Pearl  street.  Mr.  Prentice  is  called  to  do  dec- 
orating in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  September  26,  1882,  he  married  Winnibel, 
daughter  of  J.  C.  Bryant,  of  Buffalo. 
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Rebstock,  Joseph  Henry,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Klepser)  Rebstock, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1861.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  a 
clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  his  brother,  John  E.,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  six 
years,  subsequently  becoming  a  partner  in  the  business.  In  1896  he  became  sole 
proprietor  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  Rebstock  Furnace  Company.  In 
March,  1886,  he  established  himself  as  a  florist,  in  which  business  he  has  since 
been  actively  engaged.  In  1887  he  succeeded  F,  Zimmerman  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness, which  is  now  known  as  the  Pine  Hill  Nurseries.  Mr.  Rebstock  is  also  largely 
interested  in  a  number  of  corporations,  being  president  of  the  Crystal  Beach  Steam- 
boat and  Ferry  Company,  and  a  director  in  the  Freehold  Savings  and  Loan  Associ- 
ation. He  is  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  the  Buffalo  Republican  League,  a  charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Whist  Club, 
and  a  member  of  the  Ellicott  Club,  and  the  Bohemian  Sketch  Club.  Mr.  Rebstock 
is  possessed  of  rare  artistic  taste  and  a  love  of  the  beautiful,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  name  any  ornamental  member  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  worthy  of  a  place  and 
capable  of  cultivation  in  garden  or  conservatory  that  may  not  be  found  in  his  collec- 
tion. He  was  married  June  24,  1896,  to  Miss  Elvira,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Green, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Taylor,  William  P..  Buffalo,  son  of  Daniel  R.  and  Phebe  (Myers)  Taylor,  was  born 
>  at  State  Line,  N.  Y.,  April  15,  1846.  After  completing  his  school  education  he 
learned  telegraphy  and  was  employed  by  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern 
railroad  at  North  East,  Pa.,  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Buffalo  office  and  was  subsequentl)^  made  train  dispatcher,  in  which  capacity  he 
continued  for  several  years.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo 
division.  In  April,  1878,  he  was  made  general  manager  of  the  Canada  Southern 
(now  the  Michigan  Central)  railroad,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Thomas,  Canada.  In 
1886  he  purchased  the  interest  of  A.  W.  Morgan,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bing- 
ham «&  Morgan,  founders,  in  Buffalo,  and  has  since  been  connected  with  that 
business.  Aside  from  his  extensive  business  affairs,  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  lover  of  horses 
and  is  the  owner  of  some  very  fine  and  promising  animals.  He  was  the  owner  of 
the  first  horse  (Mascot)  that  made  a  mile  in  2:04.  He  now  owns  Rena  R.,  with  a 
four-year-old  record  of  2:16i4,  and  the  Guy  Wilkes  mare,  Lucma  Wilkes,  2:243^.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Ellicott  and  Country  Clubs  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Hauth,  John,  Boston,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boston,  June  15,  1844,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Margaret  (Stern)  Hauth,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  1832  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Boston,  buying  and  clearing  fifty  acres  of 
land.  Buffalo  then  was  a  mere  hamlet  and  there  were  scarcely  any  roads.  Mr. 
Hauth,  sen.,  died  April  1,  1874,  and  Mrs.  Hauth  in  August,  1891.  They  had  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Louis,  living  in  Hamburg;  Jacob,  living  in  Elli- 
cottville;  Margaret,  living  in  Boston,  and  Sallie,  living  in  Hamburg,  .  Mr.  Hauth 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  after  which  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmithing,  which  he  followed  for  sixteen  years,  when  he  traded  his  shop 
for  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  lived  on  it  for  one  year.  He  then  went  to 
Golden,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  six  years,  and  then  came  back  to  his  farm 
March  11,  1882,  where  he  has  since  resided.    January  1,  1869,  he  married  Miss 
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Schegele,  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Susan  Schegele,  natives  of  Germany,  and  they 
have  had  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  Hving;  Charles  E,,  George  W.,  William 
H.,  Emma  L.,  Oscar  M.,  Susan  L.  and  Eva  F. ;  Jennie  B.  is  dead. 

Martin,  Guy  C,  Holland,  is  descended  from  a  long  line  of  New  England  ancestors. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Reuben  Martin,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  he 
married,  and  then  moved  to  Charlotte,  Vt.  They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
eight  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Martin's  father  was  born  in  1791,  and  married 
Phebe  Cooley,  a  native  of  Willsborough,  Essex  county,  who  died  in  Aurora,  Erie 
county,  in  1850;  they  had  a  family  of  eight  children;  Charles  (deceased),  Guy  C, 
born  in  Charlotte,  Vt.,  December  31, 1818,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Chautauqua 
county  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  worked  in  Westfield 
for  two  and  a  half  years,  then  returned  home  for  five  years,  and  then  went  to  Buffalo 
where  he  commenced  work  at  tanning  and  was  with  the  same  firm  for  fifty-one 
years ;  also  worked  eight  years  in  Aurora.  He  was  asked  by  the  firm  to  locate  a  site 
and  build  a  tannery,  which  he  did  in  1851,  and  was  superintendent  of  the  tannery  at 
Holland,  N.  Y.  He  worked  for  sixteen  years  for  this  institution  and  went  to  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  ran  that  tannery  for  twenty-three  years,  then  returned  to  Holland,  where 
he  is  now  superintendent  of  the  tannery.  Guy  C.  only  received  a  common  school 
education  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Free  Soil  convention  held  in  Buffalo  in  1844. 
He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Buffalo.  In  1844  he  married  Eliza 
Phelps,  who  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  They  had  nine  children,  Helen  E., 
Alice  L.  (deceased),  Charles  A.,  Mary  A.  and  Carlton,  jr.,  William.,  Minnie,  Mittie 
and  Edward  E.,  all  deceased.  His  .son  Charles  has  been  a  conductor  since  1870. 
Helen  is  the  widow  of  Thaddeus  E.  Gill  and  they  have  three  children,  James,  Nellie 
and  Howard.    Mary  Adell  is  the  widow  of  L.  O.  Hawks. 

White,  Paul  Harvey,  North  Collins,  was  born  in  North  Collins,  October  24.  1822. 
His  father,  Lemuel  W.,  was  a  native  of  Dartmouth  and  came  to  Erie  county  in  1813. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Paul  Kirbey.  He  died  in  1879  in  his  eighty-fifth 
year.  Paul  H.  White  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  1844  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Collins  Center,  from  there  he  went  to  Shirley  and  engaged 
in  the  same  business,  and  since  1855  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  In  1848  he  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Dart,  who  died  in  1850,  and  he  then  married  Naomi,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Rogers,  and  they  have  three  children:  Clarence  E.,  Merton  L.  and  Airs.  Nellie 
E.  Lawton.  Mr,  White  served  as  town  clerk  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
church  and  social  matters. 

Trull,  Hiram  D.,  M.  D.,  Amherst,  p.  o.  Williamsville,  is  descended  from  an  old 
English  family,  his  ancestors  coming  to  Massachusetts  early  in  the  eighteenth  cent- 
ury. He  is  a  son  of  David  W.  and  Esther  A.  (Parker)  Trull,  and  was  born  April  21, 
1842,  in  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  obtained  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  He  attended  Pike  Academy  in  1861  and  Arcade  Acad- 
emy in  1862,  and  in  1865  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  O.  K.  Parker  of 
Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  Afterward  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1868. 
Since  then  he  has  continuously  and  successfully  practiced  his  profession  in  Williamsr 
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ville,  Erie  county,  where  he  is  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  Dr.  Trull  has 
been  health  officer  of  the  town  of  Amherst  and  the  village  of  Williamsville  ever  since 
the  health  department  was  organized,  and  he  is  also  curator  of  the  Medical  Univer- 
sity of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  prominent  member,  and  for  one  year  was  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Association,  and  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  in  Buffalo  Consistory,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Akron  (N.  Y.)  Blue  Lodge  No.  527,  the  Lake  Erie  Commandery  and  the 
Nobles  of  Ismailia  Temple,  Buffalo.  N.  Y.  In  October,  1870,  he  married  Emma  L. 
Tyler,  a  native  of  Attica,  N,  Y. 

Spinhern,  Martin,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Germany,  August  22, 
1829,  a  son  of  Gottlieb  and  Margaret  (Thorne)  Spinhern,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1830,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  Gottlieb  followed  his  trade,  that 
of  shoemaking,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854,  Martin  Spinhern  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  until  1873, 
when  he  shipped  cattle  until  1877,  and  then  engaged  in  farming.  In  1874  he  married 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Anna  Engler,  and  they  have  one  son,  Henry  M. 

Criqui,  William,  Cheektowega,  p.  o.  Forks,  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  August  17, 
1849,  a  son  of  Anthony  and  Elizabeth  (Beits)  Criqui,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1832  and  to  Cheektowaga  in  1833.  Anthony  Criqui  was  a  shoemaker 
and  died  July  5,  1850;  his  widow  died  in  1877,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  William  Criqui  was  reared  in  Cheektowaga  and 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  For  four  years  he  was  on  the  lakes  and  the  follow- 
ing fourteen  years  worked  at  his  trade;  he  then  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Clarence,  for  seven  and  a  half  years,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  blacksmithing. 
Thence  he  went  to  a  hotel  at  Forks  for  eight  years,  and  in  1892  built  the  Union 
House,  of  which  he  has  since  been  proprietor.  For  ten  years  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  North  Buffalo  and  Lancaster  Turnpike  Road.  In  1872  he  married  Frances 
Nagel  of  Tonawanda,  who  has  borne  him  six  children.  Mr.  Criqui  is  independent 
in  politics,  and  for  three  years  has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  having  been  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket. 

Boldt,  Charles,  West  Seneca,  p.  o.  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Germany,  January  26, 
1851,  a  son  of  John  and  Caroline  (Hasselow)  Boldt,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  America  in  1854,  settling  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1855  moved  to  West  Seneca,  where  he 
died  January  22,  1892,  and  his  wife  October  28,  1888.  Charles  Boldt  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  has  followed  farming  all  of  his  life. 
In  1873  he  married  Mary  Knuth,  and  they  have  had  eight  children:  Louise,  Matilda, 
Annie,  Albert  (deceased).  Amy,  Clara  and  Flora  (twins),  Carl  and  Walter. 

Davis,  George  H.,  North  Collins,  was  born  February  14,  1842.  on  the  homestead 
which  his  father,  Andrew  Davis,  purchased  of  his  brother.  Otto  Davis,  in  1828,  and 
which  for  sixty-eight  years  has  been  in  the  family.  Andrew  Davis  was  a  farmer 
and  married  Judith  Briggs,  He  died  in  1872  in  his  seventy- third  year.  George  H. 
Davis  was  educated  in  North  Collins,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  in 
1832  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  116th  N.  Y.  Vols.    He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Port  Hud- 
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son,  Donelsonville,  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Hill,  the  Red  River  expedition, 
Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  being  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1865  he  married  Anna  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Rufus  Washburn,  and  they  have  two  daughters:  Laura  A.  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Pickens. 

Whiting,  Mark,  Boston,  was  born  September  9,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Ami  and 
Clarissa  Whiting.  His  father  was  born  in  1805  and  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  his  mother  a  native  of  Vermont.  In  1817  Mr.  Whiting  came  to  Erie  county  and 
settled  in  Boston.  At  that  early  day  there  were  few  settlers  and  roads,  the  country 
being  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  Mark  Whiting  received  his  education  at  East 
Aurora  Academy,  after  which  he  taught  several  months.  April  21,  1859,  he  married 
Emily  L.  Hill,  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Louise  Hill,  and  they  had  three  children: 
L.  G.  Ray,  Ethel  V.  and  Hortense  M.  In  1861  Mr.  Whiting  engaged  in  business  in 
Boston,  in  which  he  continued  for  twelve  years,  when  he  traded  his  stock  for  a  farm 
and  went  to  shipping  cows  and  other  stock.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
was  appointed  Republican  enrollment  commissioner.  He  has  served  as  postmas- 
ter at  Boston  under  two  administrations;  has  been  captain  in  two  regiments  of  the 
National  Guard,  67th  Regiment,  and  was  captain  of  Co.  E ;  also  captain  in  the  28th 
Regiment.  He  was  notary  public  for  thirty  consecutive  years  and  is  now  justice  of 
the  peace.  Mr.  Whiting  has  served  the  people  of  his  county  in  various  positions  with 
uniform  satisfaction  to  the  people  and  credit  to  himself. 

Bourne,  Charles  W.,  M.  D.,  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Vt.,  August  10, 
1838.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Mettawa  Academy,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Castleton  Medical  College,  June  12,  1860.  August  12,  1862,  he  enhsted 
in  the  11th  Vermont  Vols.  This  regiment  was,  on  orders  from  the  war  department, 
recruited  1,800  strong  as  the  1st  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery.  He  was  promoted  from 
private  to  hospital  steward  and  soon  after  to  assistant  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  June  24,  1865,  returning  to  his  native  place.  Soon  after 
he  came  to  Erie  county  and  to  Hamburg  March  16,  1882,  where  he  has  practiced 
since  with  marked  success.  September  11,  1865,  he  married  Martha  S.  Wheelock  of 
Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  children:  Bentley  S.,  Bertha  M.  and  Charles 
L.  Bentley  S.  married  Helen  Newton  of  Hamburg,  and  they  have  one  son,  Thomas 
L.  Bentley  S.  is  a  practicing  physician  with  his  father.  Bertha  M.  married  George 
D.  Potter  of  Hamburg.  Dr.  Bourne  is  a  member  of  Erie  County  Medical  Society 
and  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  Bentley  S.  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  Medical  So- 
ciety. Dr.  Bourne's  father,  Nehemiah  W.  Bourne,  was  born  at  Attleboro,  Mass., 
May  80,  1808;  he  married  twice,  first  to  Jane  A.  Bentley,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Charles  W.,  as  above.  Mrs.  Bourne  died  November  13,  1838,  and  for  his  second  wife 
he  married  Lydia  Winchester,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Agnes  C.  Mr.  Bourne 
died  November  20,  1873,  and  his  widow  May  26,  1896.  Dr.  Bourne  is  a  member  of 
N.  J.  Swift  Post  No.  440,  G.  A.  R.,  Dept.  of  New  York,  and  is  its  past  commander 
and  surgeon,  and  is  a  member  of  Encampment  No.  97,  U.  V.  L. 

Clark,  John  E.,  Hamburg,  was  born  on  the  homestead  in  1824.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  he  has  always  followed  farming.  Feb- 
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ruary  1,  1847,  he  married  Elizabeth  Al.  Perine  of  White  Creek,  Washington  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Byron  W.,  Charles  E.,  Percis  A.,  Millard  M,, 
Ottis  L.,  Burton  M.  and  Estella  V.  Byron  W.  is  an  architect  and  married  Harriet 
Arnold;  they  have  one  daughter,  Myrtle.  Charles  E.  married  Ida  Meade 
of  Michigan;  they  have  five  children:  Roy,  Clyde,  Edward  J.,  Ellen  E.  and  Irving. 
Percis  A.  married  George  Freed  of  Niagara  county,  N.  Y. ;  they  have  four  children : 
Ethel,  Lulu,  Earle  and  Liona.  Ottis  L.  married  Mary  Scoville  of  Hamburg;  they 
have  two  children:  Gertrude  and  Howard  C.  Burton  M.  married  Anna  Dillingham  ; 
they  have  two  sons:  Paul  S.  and  Harold  D.  Estella  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Clark  in 
his  political  choice  is  a  staunch  Republican.  His  father,  Elisha  Clark,  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1773,  and  came  here  in  1806;  he  married  Nancy  Jameson  of  Antrim, 
N.  H.,  and  they  had  one  son:  John  E.,  as  above.  Mr.  Clark  died  in  1861  and  his 
widow  in  1871.  The  grandfathers  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  her  grandfather  being  a  colonel. 

Peavey,  D.  R.,  Sardinia,  was  born  in  Sardinia,  N.  Y.,  April  17,  1852,  son  of  James 
and  Sallie  (Stule)  Peavey,  the  former  born  in  New  Hampshire,  December  25,  1818, 
and  the  latter  in  Maine,  August  24,  1824.  D.  R.  Peavey  was  raised  and  educated  in 
the  village  of  Sardinia;  he  learned  the  trade  of  photographer  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  with 
his  uncle,  H.  A.  Steele.  After  three  years  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  hotel 
keeping;  with  the  exception  of  five  years  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Pasadena, 
and  four  years  speculating  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  he  has  followed  that  business, 
having  conducted  hotels  in  Idaho,  Arizona,  Dakota,  California  and  Washington.  He 
finally  came  to  Sardinia  and  bought  the  old  Sears  farm  and  now  carries  on  dairying 
and  speculating.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  Democrat.  He  married,  March  4,  1884, 
in  Mitchell,  Dak.,  Rose  Williams,  of  Marshall.  Mich.,  who  has  borne  him  three 
children,  Harry  B.,  born  in  Mitchell,  Dak.,  December  7,  1884,  Dot  M.,  born  at  Los 
Angeles,  December  12,  1891,  and  Carl  D.,  born  December  25,  1893. 

Welch,  Ezra,  Eden,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Eden,  July  26,  1819.  He  received  a 
limited  education  from  the  common  schools,  but  being  a  natural  student  he  devoted 
his  spare  time  to  study  and  attended  the  Teachers'  Institute,  where  he  succeeded  in 
securing  a  certificate.  He  taught  school  from  1842  to  1874,  teaching  during  the 
winter  months  and  farming  summers.  In  1874  he  accepted  a  position  as  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  at  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  five  years,  when  on  account  of 
failing  health  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Eden,  where  he  taught  five  winter  terms, 
making  in  all  nearly  forty-five  years  as  a  teacher.  Since  retiring  from  teaching  he 
has  devoted  his  time  to  the  farm.  In  1844  he  married  Harriet  Oakes,  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Amelia,  Ellen,  Francis,  Elizabeth,  Lyman  and  Lillian.  Mr.  Welch's 
father,  John,  was  born  near  New  London,  Conn. ,  in  1789,  and  settled  in  Eden  in 
1809.  In  1839  he  went  to  Iowa  to  settle  his  oldest  son,  and  they  took  up  some  1,200 
acres.  They  died  three  months  later,  within  twenty-four  hours  of  each  other,  having 
taken  medicine  in  too  large  quantities  to  cure  ague.  His  wife  was  Eliza  Hall,  and 
they  had  twelve  children. 

Miller,  Joseph  B.,  Hamburg,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Erie  County  Independent 
at  Hamburg,  was  born  at  Peruville,  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  November  20,  1833, 
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and  is  the  son  of  John  Miller,  who  removed  to  Rushford,  Allegany  county,  in  1838. 
Mr.  Miller  spent  his  minority  on  the  farm.  He  received  an  academic  education  at 
Rushford  and  for  one  year  taught  school  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  cast  his 
first  vote.  Returning  to  this  State  he  taught  ten  terms  of  school,  mostly  in  the 
larger  villages,  including  Allegany  and  Salamanca,  N.  Y.,  and  later  became  a  suc- 
cessful country  merchant  at  Humphrey  Center,  Cattaraugus  county,  where  he  now 
owns  about  750  acres  of  farm  and  timber  lands,  near  which  oil  in  paying  quan- 
tites  has  recently  been  discovered.  While  there  he  served  as  supervisor  two  terms, 
was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  when  twenty-two,  and  held  other  local  offices. 
From  a  farmer  and  merchant  Mr.  Miller  became  identified  with  the  Cattaraugus  Re- 
publican, and  by  push  and  energy  materially  developed  its  business  interests.  He 
was  successively  connected  with  the  Buffalo  Express,  the  Rochester  Democrat  and 
Chronicle,  and  the  Buffalo  Commercial,  and  in  April,  1882,  purchased  the  Erie 
County  Independent  at  Hamburg,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the  editor  and  pub- 
lisher. The  Independent  then  had  a  precarious  existence,  but  with  zeal  and  energy 
Mr.  Miller  has  constantly  developed  it  into  one  of  the  best  and  newsiest  weeklies  in 
Western  New  York.  He  has  placed  it  upon  a  paying  basis,  and  his  motto:  "  Speak 
well  of  all  people,  evil  of  none,  and  the  greatest  amount  of  news  in  the  least  space," 
makes  it  a  welcome  visitor  in  3,000  homes,  which  its  subscription  list  embraces.  Mr. 
Miller  is  an  enterprising,  public  spirited  citizen,  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  entire  community,  and  ably  advocates  the  best  principles  of  general  advance- 
ment. 

Stanler,  Henry,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  resident  of 
Grand  Island,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  2, 1829,  one  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters born  to  Jacob  and  Laura  Stanler,  who  were  farmers.  Henry  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  until  1852 ;  when  he  was  preparing  to  come  to  America  to  seek  his  fortune,  his 
father  suddenly  died,  his  mother  having  passed  away  four  years  previous.  He  re- 
mained at  home  long  enough  to  sell  the  property,  when  with  his  young  brother  and 
two  sisters,  aged  sixteen  and  twenty-one,  he  sailed  for  America,  coming  direct  to 
Grand  Island,  where  he  was  compelled  to  part  with  his  last  cent  to  pay  the  ferry- 
man. He  landed  on  the  island  penniless,  but  not  daunted  began  working  on  a  farm 
and  sent  his  brother  to  school,  and  after  five  years  of  prudent  saving  and  toil  he 
purchased  from  his  employer  a  tract  of  fifty  acres,  upon  which  he  began  immediate 
improvements  and  later  added  to  it ;  he  worked  hard  and  was  ambitious  and  success 
crowned  his  efforts.  In  1882  he  purchased  100  acres  more,  upon  which  the  creamery 
now  stands,  he  having  donated  the  land.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  has  served 
two  terms  each  as  supervisor,  assessor  and  commissioner;  he  is  a  conscientious 
worker  for  his  party's  welfare.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Grand  Island 
Creamery  Co.,  also  a  director  in  the  Erie  and  Niagara  County  Farmers'  Association. 
In  1858  he  married  Katharine  Kaiser,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Jacob  H.  and  John  W;  both  are  Democrats  and  married.  Mrs.  Stanler  is 
a  member  of  the  Protestant  church. 

Long,  Henry  W.,  p.  o.  Peach  Haven,  was  born  in  Grand  Island,  February  7,  1864. 
His  grandparents,  John  and  Sophia  (Heulker)  Long,  came  to  America  in  1858  and 
after  a  few  years'  residence  in  Tonawanda  moved  to  Grand  Island,  where  after  five 
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years  the  father  and  his  sons  purchased  393  acres,  which  they  worked  and  cleared. 
He  later  divided  the  farm  equally  among  his  six  sons  and  died  in  1871  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two.  His  wife  died  in  1890  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Evangelical  Church.  Jochin  H.,  the  father  of  Henry  W.,  was 
born  in  Mechlenburg,  Germany,  November  22,  1836,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
parents,  remaining  in  Tonawanda,  where  after  several  years  he  engaged  in  the  flour 
and  feed  business.  He  later  engaged  with  John  Nice  filling  contracts  hauling  wood, 
timbers,  etc.,  with  whom  he  remained  six  years,  and  then  bought  land  with  his 
father  and  brothers.  He  was  destined  to  become  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his 
town.  Always  being  keenly  awake  to  the  public  welfare  of  his  town  he  was  soon 
a  recognized  influence,  affiliating  with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  elected  to  and 
filled  the  offices  of  commissioner  of  highways  several  terms,  assessor  eight  years, 
supervisor  three  terms,  and  often  represented  his  party  at  conventions,  etc.  To  his 
sixty-six  acres  of  land  he  added  160  more.  His  wife  was  Katherine  Spohr,  born  in 
Germany,  and  their  children  are  Henry  W. ,  Bertha,  George,  Sarah  (died  when  fif- 
teen), William,  Mary,  John,  Katharine,  Charles,  Edward,  Samuel,  Harry  and  Laura. 
He  died  in  June,  1887,  and  his  wife  survives  him  and  resides  on  the  homestead. 
Henry  W.  Long  remained  on  the  farm,  assisting  in  a  general  way,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  he  and  his  brother  George  purchased  a  120-acre  farm  from  his 
father's  heirs.  They  took  advantage  of  the  high  prices  paid  for  land  on  the  island 
in  1892  and  sold  the  farm  for  a  good  large  sum.  Henry  reserved  five  acres  on  the 
corner  of  the  Base  line  and  Ransom  roads,  where  he  has  made  a  residence  place.  He 
stfll  continues  on  the  farm,  operating  240  acres,  which  he  leases.  He  is  the  propri- 
etor of  a  cider  mill,  which  he  also  operates.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  and  stock- 
holders in  the  Grand  Island  Creamery.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  filled  the 
office  of  inspector  of  customs  under  President  Harrison,  being  stationed  at  Eagle 
Park.  October  17,  1888,  he  married  Flora  E.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Dora  Seyler, 
and  they  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Long  is  a  member  of  the  L.  O.  T. 
M.,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church. 

Grehlinger,  John,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  manager  of  the  Grand  Island  Cream- 
ery and  a  prominent  resident  of  that  place,  was  born  in  Grand  Island.  October  28, 
1864.  His  father,  Lewis  Grehlinger,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1827.  He 
was  a  wagon  maker  by  trade  and  came  to  America  when  twenty  years  of  age,  spend- 
ing one  year  in  Tonawanda  at  his  trade  and  came  to  Grand  Island  where  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a  wood  boat  by  John  Nice,  and  for  eight  years  acted  as  captain  of  the  boat. 
His  first  purchase  of  farm  land  consisted  of  fifty-six  acres,  to  which  he  continuously 
added  as  he  became  more  prosperous  until  he  had  360  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  officiated  as  assessor  of  his  town  and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
also  of  the  Farmers'  AlHance,  in  which  he  filled  official  capacities.  His  wife  was 
Louisa  Lucca,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  had  eight  children.  His  wife  survives 
him  and  resides  on  the  farm.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  John 
Grehlinger  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  when  eighteen,  which  he  followed  contin- 
uously until  the  fall  of  1896,  when  he  accepted  the  management  of  the  Grand  Island 
Creamery,  of  which  he  is  a  stockholder  and  one  of  the  directors.  He  now  handles 
on  an  average  of  5,000  pounds  of  milk  daily,  with  an  increasing  trade,  his  product 
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commanding  the  highest  prices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  O.  T  M.  and  MetropoH- 
tan  Life.    He  married  Clara,  daughter  of  Edward  Huling  of  Grand  Island. 

Fleischman,  Peter,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Inland,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1852,  one 
of  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.,  John,  Joseph,  Peter,  Cynthia,  Leonard  (deceased), 
Barbara,  Michael,  Mary  and  Margaret,  born  to  John  and  Margaret  (Gohler)  Fleisch- 
man. John  was  born  in  1820,  his  wife  in  1819.  He  was  a  farmer  and  came  to 
America  in  1854,  bringing  his  family  with  him  and  came  to  Cheektowaga,  w^here  he 
lived  five  years.  In  1859  he  moved  to  Grand  Island,  where  he  became  foreman  on 
the  large  Coatsworth  farm.  In  1869  he  purchased  a  farm  on  the  Staley  road  of  140 
acres,  the  most  of  which  was  covered  with  timber,  which  he  cleared.  Here  he  pros- 
pered and  later  added  two  more  farms  of  sixty  and  110  acres  each  which  he  and  his 
sons  cleared,  converting  the  timber  into  cord  wood.  He  was  a  hard  working, 
ambitious  man,  desirous  of  providing  well  for  his  family.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican and  was  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Grand  Island.  He  died 
October  5,  1895;  his  wife  survives  him  and  resides  with  their  youngest  son,  Diebolt. 
In  1894  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Fleischman  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Peter  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents  until  thirty-two  years  of  age,  w^hen  he  settled  upon  one  of 
his  father's  farms,  which  he  later  came  in  possession  of  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  where  he  still  resides.  In  1882  he  married  Mary  Carroll,  daughter  of  William 
Carroll  and  granddaughter  of  John  Carroll,  who  was  an  early  settler  on  the  island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleischman  have  seven  children:  Mary,  Peter,  James,  Philip,  Leonard, 
Thomas  and  Raymond.  They  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Fleisch- 
man is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.    In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Forsythe,  James,  Grand  Island,  farmer  and  leading  breeder  of  thoroughbred 
driving  horses  of  Grand  Island,  was  born  on  the  island  in  1860.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  and  district  schools.  In  1885  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  ninety  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  island  and  in  1888  purchased  fifty  acres 
more  adjoining  and  fronting  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Niagara  River,  with  a  dock 
for  steamboat  landing,  making  it  convenient  for  the  shipping  of  his  produce.  He 
has  a  splendid  apple  orchard  of  several  hundred  trees,  from  which  he  has  shipped  in 
one  year,  3,600  barrels.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Forsythe  has  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  the  breeding  of  fine  thoroughbred  trotting  horses  for  driving  purposes, 
using  excellent  judgment  in  his  crosses  to  get  the  size  requisite  for  a  good  driving 
horse.  He  has  the  finest  stud  on  the  island.  He  is  a  thorough  horseman,  domg  his 
own  training  and  breaking,  having  his  colts  all  under  complete  subjection  and  broke 
to  drive  single  or  double.  His  horses  are  always  in  demand  at  the  best  prices.  In 
politics  Mr.  Forsythe  is  a  consistent  Democrat  and  has  represented  his  party  a  num- 
ber of  times  at  the  district  and  assembly  conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  of  his  town.  In  1889  he  married  Susan  E.,  daughter  of  Clark 
Ransom  of  Tonawanda,  and  they  have  four  children.  Mr.  Forsythe's  father,  Jacob, 
is  an  old  resident  of  Grand  Island,  now  living  on  one  of  his  son's  farms,  and  was 
born  in  County  Derry,  Ireland,  October  14,  1822,  the  second  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters  born  to  James  and  Jane  Forsythe.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and 
worked  on  a  farm.  When  fifteen  he  left  home  with  an  uncle  and  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, landing  at  Prescott,  Canada.    His  uncle  died  a  week  later  from  ship  fever  and 
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the  lad  was  then  alone  among  strangers.  He  spent  that  winter  in  Canada  and  the 
following  spring  crossed  the  river  to  Ogdensburg,  where  he  hired  out  to  do  farm 
work  at  $9  per  month,  one-half  to  be  taken  in  store  goods.  He  remained  in  that 
county  five  years  and  then  went  to  Oswego  county,  where  he  spent  a  few  years 
farming  and  in  1851  came  to  Grand  Island,  where  he  spent  his  winters  in  the  woods 
chopping  timber,  and  where  he  gained  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  expert 
axman  in  his  part  of  the  country.  His  summers  were  spent  canal  boating  from  Buf- 
falo to  New  York ;  he  followed  these  two  vocations  for  many  years  and  from  the 
time  he  left  home  when  a  boy  he  has  never  seen  or  heard  from  a  member  of  his 
family.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat.  He  was  elected  to  fill  the  office 
of  constable  many  years.  October  26,  1857,  he  married  Mary  Ann  Carroll,  who  was 
born  in  Grand  Island  in  1841,  a  daughter  of  William  and  EHzabeth  (Fales)  Carroll. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forsythe  had  two  children,  James  and  Nellie.  Elizabeth  Fales  was 
born  in  Buffalo  in  1831,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  L.  (Underwood)  Fales,  who 
were  early  settlers  in  Grand  Island. 

De  Glopper,  Peter,  Grand  Island,  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Grand  Island,  was 
born  in  Holland  in  1847,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Brieven)  De  Glopper,  natives  of 
the  same  place.  Jacob  was  an  only  son,  but  had  two  sisters.  His  parents  died  when 
he  was  twelve  years  old.  He  attended  school  and  worked  on  a  farm,  and  later  be- 
came foreman  of  a  large  estate.  He  served  six  years  in  the  Holland  army,  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  in  the  service  against  France.  He  sold  his  property  in  Holland  and 
came  to  America  in  the  autumn  of  1849  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda, 
where  he  purchased  eighty-nine  acres,  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days  leading 
the  life  of  an  honest,  frugal,  conscientious  farmer,  temperate  in  habits,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  same  church,  and 
was  the  only  child  born  to  Martin  and  Barbara  Brieven ;  the  former  died  in  Holland, 
and  the  latter  came  to  America  with  her  daughter,  with  whom  she  resided  until  the 
time  of  her  death.  Mr  and  Mrs.  De  Glopper  reared  five  sons  and  one  daughter; 
Jacob  died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  his  widow  survives  him  and  now 
resides  with  her  children ;  she  still  owns  the  homestead  and  is  seventy-seven  years 
of  age.  Peter  De  Glopper  grew  to  manhood  in  Tonawanda  and  remained  on  the 
farm  with  his  father  until  twenty-one,  when  he  began  the  trade  of  wagon  and  car- 
riage maker,  which  trade  he  has  followed  to  the  present  time.  In  1885  he  moved  to 
the  town  of  Grand  Island  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  fifty  acres  and  also  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  wagon,  carriage  and  blacksmithing  business,  which  he  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  his  farming.  In  politics  Mr.  De  Glopper  is  a  Republican  ; 
he  is  now  representing  his  town  (second  term)  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  was 
serving  on  the  Board  of  Education  at  the  time  of  his  first  election  to  his  present 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in  which  he  is  actively 
interested.  In  1871  he  married  Elizabeth  R.,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  C.  and 
Louise  (Anderson)  Forman  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Mary  L. , 
Charles  L.,  Anna  F.,  Frank  F.,  Robert  C,  Walter  J.  and  Mabel  E.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church  and  Mrs.  De  Glopper  is  a  member  of  the  L.  O.  T.  M. 

Bradbury,  Arthur  A.,  M.  D.,  Grand  Island,  the  only  resident  physician  of  the 
town  of  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  Clayton,  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1869,  a  son  of  Prof. 
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J.  L.  and  Helen  (Parmenter)  Bradbury.  His  father  was  principal  of  the  high  school 
in  Clayton  and  a  graduate  from  Columbia  College.  Dr.  Bradbury  received  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  high  school  of  his  native  place  and  then  determined  upon  a 
medical  course.  He  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  1889,  and 
the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1890.  In  1892  he  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo, medical  department.  During  the  last  two  years  of  his  medical  course  he  was 
ambulance  surgeon  in  the  Fitch  Accident  Hospital  of  Buffalo  and  was  house  surgeon 
for  two  years  after  his  graduation,  being  appointed  to  that  position  one  month  be- 
fore his  graduation.  In  1S84  he  located  on  Grand  Island,  where  he  has  established 
a  reputation  of  which  any  physician  might  well  be  proud.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and  fills  the  office  of  local  justice  of  the  peace.  His 
wife  was  Jennie  Glen  of  Pennsylvania. 

Adams,  Mortimer  Frank,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  H.  and  Jane  (Westbrook)  Ad- 
ams, was  born  in  the  town  of  Gates,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1861,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Geneseo.  Mr. 
Adams  is  the  originator  of  landscape  gardening  in  Buffalo,  and  is  president  of  the 
Adams  Landscape  Gardening  Company,  which  was  organized  in  February,  1896. 
On  October  23,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Clara  L.,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Rebecca  Clare  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Archi- 
bald A.,  Gordon  W.  and  Harold  W.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  member  of  the  Economic 
Entomologist  Association. 

Braunlein,  Hon.  Louis,  Buffalo,  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court,  was  born  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  October  9,  1860.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  parochial  and  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  city.  In  1874  he  entered  the  law  office  of  William  C.  Bryant 
as  office  boy,  remaining  in  that  office  two  years,  when  he  entered  the  office  of 
Humphrey  &  Lockwood,  attorneys,  as  managing  clerk,  remaining  there  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1880.  He  then  entered  the  office  of  R.  F.  Schelling  and  continued  with  him 
until  April  1,  1887,  at  which  time  he  entered  into  partnership  with  William  C.  Fitch 
under  the  firm  name  of  Fitch  &  Braunlein,  which  firm  continued  until  May  1,  1890. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Buffalo,  in  which 
capacity  he  is  now  acting.  During  his  political  and  private  career  he  has  made 
many  warm  friends  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

Cusack,  Patrick  V.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Ireland,  March  17,  1839.  He  is  a  son  of 
Martin  and  Bidelia  (Curtin)  Cusack,  who  came  to  America  in  1846  and  settled  in  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  to  Buffalo  about  1852.  Mr.  Cusack  served  a 
three  years'  apprenticeship  at  the  piano  finishing  trade.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the 
21st  N.  Y.  Vols,  as  a  private,  serving  for  over  two  years.  He  returned  to  Buffalo 
and  on  May  7,  1866,  was  appointed  as  a  detective  on  the  police  force  and  August  1, 
1884,  was  made  assistant  superintendent  of  police,  which  position  he  still  holds.  In 
November,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Avery  Smith,  of  Buf- 
falo, and  they  have  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Cusack  is  a  member  of  the 
C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  C.  B.  L. 

Nussbaumer,  J.  George,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Mohn)  Nussbaumer,  na- 
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tives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1848,  was  born  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1866,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Westfield,  Chautauqua 
county.  For  a  time  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  retail  shoe  business. 
He  studied  his  profession  with  the  leading  photographers  of  New  York,  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  and  Buffalo,  settling  in  the  latter  city  in  1886.  In  1890  he  opened  his  present 
photographic  studio  at  512  Main  street.  Mr.  Nussbaumer  is  one  of  the  leading  pho- 
tographers in  Buffalo,  He  has  been  awarded  a  number  of  prizes  each  year  since 
1894  by  the  Photographers'  Association  of  America,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  win- 
ning in  every  competition  in  which  his  work  has  been  exhibited.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  De  Molay  Lodge,  No.  498,  F.  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Acacia  and  Lasalle  Clubs.  In 
May,  1891,  he  married  Harriet  A.,  daughter  of  Edward  Newell,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Newell  L. 

Van  Alen,  Lucas  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Isaac  I.  and  Anna  (Van  Alen)  Van  Alen,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Kinderhook,  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1863,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Buffalo  in  1868.  His  father  was  well  known  in  business  and  po- 
litical circles,  and  for  seven  years  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Common  Council. 
He  is  descended  from  John  De  Lue  Van  Alen,  who  settled  in  Massachusetts  in  the 
later  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  His  mother's  ancestor  was  James  J.  Van  Alen. 
Lucas  H.  Van  Alen  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  was  graduated  from  the 
Central  High  School,  and  in  1881  removed  to  New  York  city  and  engaged  in  the  ice 
business  with  his  father  and  brother,  Isaac  I.,  jr.  Shortly  afterward  he  accepted  a 
position  as  telegraph  operator  with  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  which  he  served  in 
various  capacities,  becoming  train  dispatcher  and  later  chief  dispatcher.  In  1890  he 
was  made  train  dispatcher  of  the  Rome,  Watertown  &  Ogdensburg  Railroad,  but  six 
months  afterward  returned  to  the  Erie  in  the  same  capacity,  and  in  May,  1892,  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  as  train  master  and  assist- 
ant to  the  general  northern  superintendent,  T.  H.  Fennell.  On  May  1,  1896,  Mr. 
Van  Alen  was  appointed  permanent  superintendent,  which  position  he  still  holds, 
with  headquarters  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  Frontier  City  Lodge,  No.  422,  F. 
&  A.  M. 

Wendt,  William  Franz,  Buffalo,  son  of  William  Franz  and  Louise  (Weichman) 
Wendt,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  July  2,  1858,  was  educated  in  public  school  32 
and  at  the  Central  High  school,  and  became  a  bookkeeper  for  R.  W.  Bell  &  Co.  In 
1878  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  newly  established  Buffalo  Forge  Company. 
He  took  the  financial  charge  of  the  business  and  in  1883  became  sole  owner,  buying 
out  his  partner,  Charles  Hammelmann.  In  1886  his  brother  Henry  W.  was  admitted 
to  partnership.  The  business  has  grown  steadily  and  rapidly,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  portable  forge  manufactories  in  the  United  States.  The  manufacture  of 
heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  was  begun  in  1884  and  of  high  speed  automatic 
engines  in  1893.  Selling  agencies  are  maintained  in  London,  Paris  and  St.  Peters- 
burg and  in  the  large  cities  of  this  country.  Mr.  Wendt  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Republican  League,  was  one  of  the  ten  men  who  built  the  first  electric  railroad 
from  Buffalo  to  Tonawanda  in  1888,  is  a  director  in  the  Citizens  Bank  and  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  is  a  real  estate  commissioner  of  the  German  Young 
Men's  Astociation.  November  8,  1882,  he  married  Mary  Gies,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  two  daughters,  Gertrude  Mary  and  Margaret  Louise. 
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Bischof,  George  S.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Albert  S.  Bischof,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  in  1861.  His  parents  removed  to  New  York  city  when  he  was  quite  young,  and 
there  he  received  a  public  school  education.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  and,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Charles  T. ,  established  the  now  well  and  favorably  known 
firm  of  Bischof  Brothers,  druggists.  Mr.  Bischof  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County 
Pharmaceutical  Association  and  an  honored  and  respected  citizen. 

Kennedy,  John  J.,  Buffalo,  alderman  of  the  Nineteenth  ward,  is  one  of  a  family  of 
three  sons  of  Patrick  Kennedy,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
in  July,  1856.  He  was  educated  in'. St.  Joseph's  College.  When  a  young  man  he 
was  employed  on  the  docks,  where  he  obtained  that  experience  and  knowledge  of 
human  nature  which  subsequently  proved  of  great  value  in  business  affairs,  and 
finally  he  took  large  contracts  for  handling  freight.  During  the  years  1895,  1896 
and  1897  he  was  associated  with  his  uncle,  James  Kennedy,  in  handling  all  the  grain 
that  came  by  boat  to  Buffalo  harbor.  In  1890  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  John 
H.  Cannon  and  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  at  the  corner  of  West  Eagle  and 
Pearl  streets.  From  early  manhood  Mr.  Kennedy  has  been  an  active  and  influential 
factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  city  and  county,  attending  as  a  delegate  numerous  local 
and  State  conventions  and  being  a  recognized  leader  of  his  party  in  all  its  councils. 
He  has  always  been  a  Democrat.  Since  1884  he  has  served  continuously  as  alder- 
man of  the  Nineteenth  (formerly  the  Eighth)  ward,  and  in  January,  1898,  was 
unanimously  elected  president  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Since  1896  he  has  been  a 
prominent  and  influential  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee.  He  is  a 
member  of  several  social  and  benevolent  organizations,  a  man  of  great  force  of 
character  and  good  business  ability,  a  popular,  enterprising  and  progressive  citizen, 

Ogden,  Frederick,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Northampton,  England,  in  1837,  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1854.  In  1855  he  began  the  milling  business  in  the  old  Etna  mill 
in  Rochester,  where  he  remained  until  1857,  when  he  accepted  a  position  in  a  mill 
at  Thorold,  Canada.  In  April,  1858,  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  old  Globe 
mill  of  Thornton  &  Chester  at  Black  Rock,  where  he  remained  ten  years,  when  he 
took  charge  of  their  new  mill  on  Erie  street,  called  the  National  Mills;  he  continued 
in  this  latter  capacity  until  June,  1878.  During  nineteen  years  of  this  period  he  was 
the  firm's  trusted  and  capable  head  miller.  In  1878  he  accepted  a  favorable  position 
which  called  him  to  England  for  nine  months,  and  on  returning  to  Buffalo  in  1879 
he  was  offered  his  old  position  with  Thornton  &  Chester,  which  he  declined  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  in  business  for  himself.  In  company  with  John  Esser,  who 
had  been  Thornton  &  Chester's  retailer  and  shipper,  he  leased  the  North  Buffalo 
mill  at  Black  Rock,  and  soon  afterward  H.  C.  Zimmerman  was  admitted  to  partner- 
ship. After  eighteen  months  Mr.  Ogden  disposed  of  his  interest;  very  shortly, 
however,  he  again  associated  himself  with  Messrs.  Esser  and  Zimmerman  and  built 
the  present  Banner  mill.  In  March,  1887,  Mr.  Zimmerman  sold  out  to  the  present 
proprietors,  who  are  John  Esser,  Frederick  Ogden,  and  Henry  F.  Shuttleworth,  and 
who  continue  the  business  of  the  Banner  Milling  Company.  In  1887  he  secured  the 
old  Erie  mill  at  Black  Rock,  remodeled  and  renamed  it  the  Marine  Mill,  and  now 
operates  it  on  spring  wheat.  Mr.  Ogden  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  experi- 
enced millers  of  Western  New  York.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  is  progres- 
ses 
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sive,  energetic,  and  highly  esteemed  and  respected.  He  was  married  in  1858  to  Miss 
Susan  Haynes,  daughter  of  William  Haynes,  of  Canfield,  Ontario,  and  they  have  three 
daughters  and  two  sons,  who  are  living:  Frances  Olivia,  William  Thomas,  Fred- 
erick E.,  Alice  Maria,  and  Susan  Blanche. 

Hoyt,  Dr.  Jonathan,  the  second  settled  physician  in  the  town  of  Aurora,  Erie 
county,  came  to  East  Aurora  from  the  county  of  Saratoga  in  1817  and  practiced 
medicine  over  a  wide  territory  until  his  death  in  1850.  He  served  as  a  judge  of  this 
county  for  several  years,  became  a  foundation  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society  in  1821,  and  was  its  vice-president  in  1843.  Dr.  Hoyt  was  one  of  the  leading 
early  physicans  of  Western  New  York,  and  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  chapter 
devoted  to  the  medical  profession  in  these  volumes. 

Hoyt,  Dr.  Horace,  son  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Hoyt,  was  born  in  East  Aurora,  Erie 
county,  August  15,  1833,  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo  in  1847,  and  practiced  medicine  in  his  native  village  until  his  death 
in  June,  1896.  He  was  not  only  a  leading  physician,  but  a  prominent  and  influ- 
ential Democrat,  and  was  one  of  the  early  excise  commissioners  of  Erie  county,  post- 
master of  East  Aurora,  candidate  for  county  treasurer,  a  trustee  of  the  City  and 
County  Hall  for  about  ten  years,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society.  He  married  Josephine  Ballard,  who  died  in  1886,  leaving  four  children : 
Albert  H.,  of  East  Aurora;  William  B.,  of  Buffalo;  Miss  Jeannie  D. ,  of  East  Aurora; 
and  Orson  C. ,  a  law  student  of  Cornell  University,  class  of  1899. 

Hoyt,  William  Ballard,  Buffalo,  son  of  Dr.  Horace  and  Josephine  (Ballard)  Hoyt, 
was  born  in  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1858,  and  received  his  preparatory  educa- 
tion at  the  Aurora  Academy  and  Buffalo  High  School.  He  was  graduated  from 
Cornell  University  in  1881.  During  his  college  course  he  was  managing  editor  of 
the  monthly  magazine,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  college  weekly,  the  founder  of  the 
Cornell  Daily  Sun,  and  one  of  the  prize  orators  of  his  class.  In  June,  1895,  he  was 
elected  a  trustee  of  the  university  for  a  term  of  five  years.  On  leaving  college  Mr. 
Hoyt  entered  the  law  office  of  Humphrey  &  Lockwood,  one  of  the  oldest  and  mOvSt 
prominent  law  firms  of  Buffalo,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March,  1883. 
Shortly  after  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  under  the  name  of  Humphrey,  Lock- 
wood  &  Hoyt,  which  was  changed  to  the  present  style  of  Humphrey,  Lockwood, 
Hoyt,  Greene  &  Yeomans  in  the  spring  of  1896  by  the  admission  of  William  C, 
Greene  and  George  D.  Yeomans.  Although  a  young  man  Mr.  Hoyt  has  achieved 
success  at  the  bar  as  an  able  and  conscientious  lawyer.  He  is  especially  distin- 
guished for  his  consummate  ability  on  cross-examinations,  his  clear  and  logical  reason- 
ing, and  his  discriminating  sense  of  justice.  He  is  a  powerful  advocate  before  a 
jury.  Probably  no  attorney  in  Buffalo  has  been  more  active  or  won  a  higher  degree 
of  eminence  during  a  practice  of  fifteen  years  than  has  Mr.  Hoyt.  His  firm  has  a 
large  corporate  business,  and  he  has  had  charge  of  the  trial  of  their  causes  prac- 
tically from  the  time  he  became  a  member.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  assistant 
United  States  attorney  for  the  Northern  District  of  New  York  and  served  until 
1889,  and  in  this  capacity  was  connected  with  many  important  cases,  notably  that  of 
United  States  vs.  Lester  B.  Faulkner,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  bank  wrecking 


PERSONAL  REFERENCES. 


563 


cases  ever  tried.  In  1894  he  was  appointed  by  Attorney-General  Olney  as  counsel 
to  the  United  States  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  for  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Ohio,  his  official  title  being  assistant  attorney-general.  He  is  a  prominent  Dem- 
ocrat, is  actively  connected  with  various  social  organizations  of  Buffalo,  has  been  for 
several  years  president  of  the  Cornell  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New  York, 
and  was  for  three  years  curator  of  the  Buffalo  Library.  Under  the  new  city  char- 
ter of  1892  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Bishop  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School  Ex- 
aminers, and  was  reappointed  and  resigned.  December  20,  1887,  he  married  Esther 
Lapham  Hill,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  D.  Hill  of  Buffalo. 

Hefford,  Robert  Rodman,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  25,  1845, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and 
was  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  salt  and  cement  house  in  1862-63  and  in  the  canal  collec- 
tor's office  in  1864.  In  1865  he  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  with  E.  E.  Hazard  and  in 
1871  succeeded  to  the  business,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  being  now  one  of  the 
largest  shippers  and  forwarders  of  coal  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hefford  has  for  manyj^ears 
been  active  in  public  and  political  affairs.  He  is  a  leading  Republican,  a  public 
spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  a  man  highly  esteemed  for  his  ability,  integ- 
rity, and  progressiveness.  He  was  alderman  of  the  Second  ward  from  1879  to  1884, 
president  of  the  Common  Council  in  1883-84,  and  also  president  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  two  terms.  In  January,  1883,  he  became  the  Republican  candidate  for 
mayor  to  succeed  Grover  Cleveland,  who  had  been  elected  governor.  He  is  a  foun- 
dation member  and  for  several  years  one  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Repub- 
lican League  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  its  first  president  in  1887  and  re- 
elected in  1888.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  National  Republican  League  from 
1889  to  1893,  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Commission  to  the  Tennessee  Cen- 
tennial Exposition,  was  chairman  of  the  Erie  County  Republican  Committee  in  1885- 
86,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican  General  Committee  several  times.  In 
December,  1895,  Mayor  Jewett  appointed  him  a  commissioner  of  public  works,  but 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  decline  the  appointment  for  business  reasons.  Mr.  Hefford 
has  always  been  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  was  chairman  of  the  State 
executive  canal  committee  which  successfully  carried  through  the  $9,000,000  canal 
improvement  appropriation.  He  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Merchants'  Exchange 
and  Board  of  Trade  in  1894,  1895,  1896,  and  1898,  being  unanimously  elected  for  the 
last  three  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League,  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society,  and  the  Republican  Club  of  New  York;  a  life  member  of  the  Buf- 
falo Library ;  a  member  and  director  of  the  Ellicott  Club ;  vice-president  of  the  Buf- 
falo Traction  Company ;  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  First  Baptist 
church ;  and  formerly  vice-president  of  the  Buffalo  Club.  January  4,  1870,  he  mar- 
ried Harriet  Rosalia  Whittaker,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y. 

Boughton,  C.  v.,  Buffalo,  has  been  established  in  his  present  business  since  1886, 
at  which  time  he  patented  a  car  seal  for  sealing  car  doors  in  transit.  He  then  or- 
ganized the  Buffalo  Seal  and  Press  Company,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing,  and  since  the  beginning  has  produced  mil- 
lions of  these  articles  yearly,  finding  his  market  over  the  entire  world.  His  latest 
success  is  the  Telephotos,  an  instrument  that  gives  free  communication  between 
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vessels  at  sea  from  lighthouses  as  well  as  upon  land.  This  instrument  has  been . 
adopted  by  the  United  States  and  English  navies.  It  is  very  rapid,  and  messages 
to  the  extent  of  480  words  have  been  transmitted  to  ships  six  and  eight  miles  distance 
in  thirty-one  minutes.  Mr.  Boughton  has  this  invention  patented  all  over  the  world 
and  covered  by  some  eighty  patents. 

Bradley,  F.  A.,  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  composed  of  Frederick  A.  and  Frank  R.  Bradley, 
was  organized  in  1891  with  a  small  capital,  besides  their  skill  and  industry.  They 
are  now  among  the  leading  plumbing,  steam  and  gas  fitting  firms  in  the  city,  and 
the  Messrs.  Bradley  are  among  the  liberal,  progressive  and  public  spirited  citizens 
of  Buffalo. 

Cowan,  David  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  A.  (Finley)  Cowan,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  25,  1854,  and  received  a  public  school  education.  He 
was  employed  in  Bradstreet's  Commercial  Agency  for  a  short  time,  and  then  en- 
tered the  wholesale  drug  house  of  Harries,  Powell  &  Co.,  of  which  he  became  a 
a  member  in  1890,  and  which  is  now  Plimpton,  Cowan  &  Co.  This  firm  conducts 
one  of  the  largest  wholesale  grocery  and  drug  establishments  in  Western  New  York. 
Mr.  Cowan  was  married  in  August,  1885,  to  Marian  W.  Moses,  of  B'uffalo. 

Meldrum,  George,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was  born  in  January,  1860,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1879,  settling  in  Buffalo.  His  first  employment  was  with 
the  Buffalo  Street  Railway  Company,  where  he  remained  ten  years,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  three  years.  In  1893  he  engaged  in  the 
nickel  plating  business. 

Ryan,  Thomas  M.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  14, 
1842,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  His  first  employment  was 
in  the  shipyard  of  Daniel  Connors,  where  he  remained  several  years,  learning 
every  branch  of  the  ship  building  trade.  In  1869  he  engaged  in  the  forwarding 
business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued  with  uniform  success,  having  an  office 
at  9  West  Seneca  street.  Mr.  Ryan  was  married  in  August,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary 
Fralley  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  four  children:  Mary  G.,  John  F.,  Charles  C.  and 
Stephen  B. 

Burgard,  Henry  P.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Peter  Burgard,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in 
June,  1861.  Peter  Burgard,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1835, 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  later  was  followed  by  his  parents.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  butchers  in  Buffalo,  a  business  he  followed  for  many  years.  He  was  a  life- 
long Democrat,  served  as  alderman  of  the  old  Twelfth  ward  from  1862  to  1865 ;  and 
died  in  June,  1897,  honored  and  respected  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  His  wife, 
who  survives  him,  is  Sarah  Rinch,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  and  whose  father,  Wil- 
liam Rinch,  came  from  Bavaria,  Germany,  prior  to  1830.  They  had  four  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  maintained  the  family  home  at  560  Walden  avenue  for  about 
fifty  years.  Henry  P.  Burgard  attended  the  public  and  Central  High  School  of  Buf- 
falo, and  afterward  was  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  business  with  a  brother,  on 
Walden  avenue,  until  1895,  when  he  withdrew  and  engaged  in  contracting  and  street 
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paving,  which  business  he  has  since  followed,  having  an  office  in  the  Mooney-Bris- 
bane  building.  He  has  always  been  a  prominent  and  active  Democrat,  served  as 
alderman  of  the  18th  ward  for  two  years,  being  elected  in  1891,  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  State  Democratic  convention  of  1895.  He  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  holding 
membership  in  Erie  Lodge,  No.  101,  and  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  to  and  including 
Buffalo  Consistory.  He  resides  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  born,  at  560  Walden 
avenue. 

Walkowiak,  Anthony  J.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  January,  1869,  in  Posen,  Germany, 
which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Pachulski)  Walkowiak, 
who  reared  four  other  sons  and  a  daughter.  In  1880  the  family  left  the  fatherland 
and  came  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  Anthony  J.  attended  the  public  schools  for  four 
years.  He  then  worked  on  a  farm  and  later  became  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  and 
in  1888  accepted  the  position  of  traveling  salesman  for  a  wholesale  grocery  house, 
with  which  he  remained  until  1892.  In  1893  he  established  his  present  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  and  wholesale  liquor  business  at  387-389  Peckham  street,  where 
be  has  a  large  double  store  and  where  he  has  built  up  a  successful  and  constantly 
increasing  trade.  He  has  been  an  active  Democrat  and  m  1892  was  his  party's  can- 
didate for  coroner.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  a  doorkeeper  in  the  Legislature  at 
Albany.  He  was  district  committeeman  four  years,  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
City  Committee  two  years  and  county  committeeman  at  large  two  years,  and  since 
1892  has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  General  Committee  and  is  now  acting  on 
the  advisory  committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Polish  Union  and  the  Monniscko 
Club,  and  in  religion  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  In  1890  he  married  Rose  Pitass  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Graves,  John  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  S.,  and  Katharine  (Van  Wie)  Graves,  was 
born  in  July,  1840,  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father  was  a  manufacturer.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  learned  the  trade  of  stove  designing  and  in  August,  1861, 
enlisted  in  Co.  F,  44th  N.  Y.  Vols.  (Ellsworth  Avengers).  He  participated  in  all  the 
battles  to  the  Wilderness  and  to  the  close  of  his  three  years  term  of  enlistment;  the 
last  year  he  had  charge  of  a  camp  of  troops  and  deserters  in  Rhode  Island  and  was 
mustered  out  as  a  sergeant.  Returning  to  Albany  he  followed  his  trade  there  and 
in  other  cities  in  the  East  for  several  years,  and  in  1887  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he 
has  since  been  connected  with  the  S.  S.  Jewett  stove  foundry,  the  largest  manufac- 
turers of  stoves  and  ranges  in  Western  New  York.  For  four  years  he  had  charge 
of  one  of  the  departments  and  since  then  has  been  the  general  superintendent.  He 
is  senior  vice-commander  of  Bidwell-Wilkeson  Post  No.  9,  G.  A.  R. ,  and  a  member 
of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
passing  through  all  the  chairs  in  the  latter  lodges  to  the  Grand  Lodges.  His  only 
son,  W.  R.  Graves,  is  bookkeeper  for  the  S.  S.  Jewett  Company. 

Zittel,  Wadsworth  J.,  Buffalo,  treasurer  of  Erie  county,  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
November  24,  1855.  His  father,  George  Zittel,  a  native  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  France, 
came  to  Buffalo  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  early  thirties  and  later  moved  to 
Detroit,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- eight.  He  was  a  machinist  by  trade 
and  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  by  his  wife  Margaret  had  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
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ters.  Mr.  Zittel,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  graduated  from  the  public  schools 
and  from  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  went  to 
Akron,  O. ,  where  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  drug  and  grocery  house.  In 
1873  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  Philip  Becker  &  Co.,  wholesale 
grocers,  with  whom  he  remained  fifteen  years,  rising  step  by  step  to  the  position  of 
traveling  salesman.  Afterward  he  was  associated  with  Jacob  Dold  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  large  packing  house  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  until  1891,  when  he  returned  to 
Buffalo  and  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  wholesaling  confections  with  Michael 
Hausauer  and  his  son,  George  M.  Hausauer,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Buffalo 
Candy  Company,  at  27  and  29  Ellicott  street.  This  business  has  been  successful 
from  the  start  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  Western  New  York,  giving 
employment  to  a  large  force  of  factory  and  store  employees  and  traveling  salesmen. 
The  business  extends  from  Maine  to  the  Missouri  River.  Mr.  Zittel  has  always  been 
a  staunch  Republican  and  active  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  but  has  invariably  de- 
clined public  office  until  1897,  when  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Erie  county  by  a 
handsome  majority.  He  is  a  32d  degree  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  several  social  organizations.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  is  highly  re- 
spected for  his  ability,  integrity  and  progressiveness.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Philip  Goetz  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  a  son  and  two  daughters. 

Reimers,  John,  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  School  Furniture  Company's  Foun- 
dry, was  born  in  Kesten  Hoge,  Mechlenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  April  1,  1846,  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Sophia  (Hines)  Reimers.  His  family  is  remarkable  on  account  of 
their  physical  size.  Mr.  Reimers's  father,  Joseph  Reimers,  was  a  mechanic;  became 
to  Buffalo  in  1857  and  for  some  twenty  years  before  his  death  had  charge  of  George 
Squires  Company's  manufacturing  plant.  John  Reimers  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  town  until  eleven  years  of  age  and  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  until  four- 
teen, when  he  began  his  trade  of  moulder,  which  he  has  followed  ever  since,  being 
connected  with  different  concerns.  From  1872  to  1877  he  owned  and  conducted  a 
brass  foundry,  at  the  corner  of  Quay  and  Washington  streets,  and  for  two  years 
subsequent  owned  one-fourth  interest  in  the  Buffalo  Steam  Heating  Co.  at  Lancas- 
ter. In  1879  Mr.  Reimers  accepted  a  position  with  the  Buffalo  School  Furniture  Co. 
and  since  1880  has  had  charge  of  their  foundry.  He  lives  in  Lancaster,  where  he 
owns  a  residence.  Mr.  Reimers  has  served  his  town  one  year  as  highway  commis- 
sioner, being  elected  by  the  Republicans.  He  is  a  member  of  Arnum  Lodge,  No. 
225,  K.  of  P.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Will,  is  a  native  of  Lancaster,  and  they  have  five 
daughters  and  one  son:  Frederick,  Susie,  Margaret,  Minnie,  Barbara  and  Dorothy. 

Klinck  Brothers,  Buffalo. — Christian  and  Charles  Klinck  are  the  third  largest  meat 
packers  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  They  are  natives  of  Schoenenberg,  in  Germany, 
Christian  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1867  and  Charles  in  1872.  Both  settled  in 
Buffalo.  They  came  here  poor  boys  and  were  employed  by  their  cousin,  C.  Klinck, 
with  whom  they  learned  the  packing  business.  In  1882  they  engaged  in  the  meat 
business  for  themselves  in  a  small  way,  and  by  their  energy  and  ability  their  busi- 
ness increased,  until  for  a  number  of  years  they  have  been  the  third  largest  beef  pro- 
ducers in  the  city.  They  later  added  to  this  the  pork  business,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1897  purchased  the  packing  house  of  Joseph  Roland,  thereby  increasing  their  capac- 
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ity  nearly  one-half.  Their  weekly  output  is  now  about  200  head  of  cattle  and  from 
1,000  to  1,200  hogs.  Charles  Klinck  is  a  member  of  Modestia  Lodge  No.  340,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Haake,  Frederick  William,  Buffalo,  son  of  John,  was  born  July  21,  1880,  in  West- 
falen,  Prussia,  and  spent  his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm.  When  nineteen  he 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  with  only  $5  capital.  He  first  worked  in  a 
brick  yard  for  |10  per  month,  taking  half  his  pay  from  a  store  and  working  from 
dawn  till  dark.  Afterward  he  was  successively  employed  on  a  farm  and  as  a  team- 
ster for  a  Buffalo  street  contractor,  in  1855  engaged  in  the  business  of  boating  sand 
to  masons,  and  in  1861  began  as  a  contractor  on  city  streets.  Purchasing  a  grain 
boat  in  1864  he  made  six  trips  to  New  York  during  that  season  and  in  the  fall  sold 
it  and  resumed  the  business  of  contracting.  He  bought  his  present  brickyard  and 
engaged  in  manufacturing  brick  in  1875,  and  has  ever  since  carried  on  the  plant 
with  success,  taking  in  his  son,  William  P.  Haake,  as  a  partner  in  1896,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Haake  &  Son.  The  establishment  has  a  daily  capacity  of  60,000  brick. 
Mr.  Haake  also  owns  in  Angola  a  valuable  tract  of  sixty  acres,  consisting  largely  of 
a  superior  quality  of  shale  well  adapted  for  the  manufacture  of  shale  brick ;  a  farm 
of  forty  acres  lying  near  the  Buffalo  city  line ;  city  property  comprising  twelve 
acres;  and  several  tenement  houses.  He  was  married,  first,  in  1855,  to  Louisa 
Slausser,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  and  a  daughter.  His  second  wife,  Barbara  Bly,  of 
Hamburg,  has  borne  him  four  sons,  who  are  living.  All  his  sons  are  Republicans, 
and  William  P.  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order. 

Depew,  Ganson,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  6,  1866.  His  father, 
William  B.  Depew,  came  here  from  Peekskill  in  1864  and  has  since  been  connected 
with  railroad  enterprises.  Mr.  Depew  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  in  1884  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  as  president  of  his  class 
and  class  orator.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Green,  McMillan 
&  Gluck,  with  whom  and  whose  successors  he  has  since  remained,  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Buffalo  in  1887,  and  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  in  1890,  under  the 
present  name  of  McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew.  This  is  one  of  the  strongest 
and  oldest  law  firms  in  Western  New  York.  Its  members  are  all  distinguished 
lawyers  and  enjoy  a  high  place  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Depew,  though  a  young  man,  has 
won  honor  as  an  advocate  and  distinction  as  a  public  spirited,  enterprising  citizen. 
He  is  a  cousin  of  John  Ganson  and  a  nephew  of  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  president  of 
the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company,  In  1892  and  again  in 
1895  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Library,  receiving  on  each  occasion 
the  highest  vote  of  any  of  the  candidates,  and  in  December,  1897,  was  appointed  by 
Mayor  Jewett  a  trustee  of  the  Grosvenor  Library.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo, 
Liberal,  Saturn,  and  Country  Clubs,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  church,  and  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Adytum  Chapter  No,  235,  R,  A.  M. 
November  15,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Grace  E.,  daughter  of  Frank  H,  Goodyear  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ganson  Goodyear  Depew. 

Williams,  John,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Sheen  water,  a  resident  of  Grand  Island  since 
his  boyhood,  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  1838,  the  eldest  of  four  children 
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born  to  Edward  and  Ellen  Williams,  natives  of  Wales.  Edward  Williams  was  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  money  and  came  to  America  in  1887,  bringing  his  wife  with 
him  and  going  direct  to  Ohio,  where  he  embarked  in  the  land  business.  This  enter- 
prise proved  disastrous  and  he  lost  his  money.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Chippewa, 
Canada,  and  a  year  later  located  in  Grand  Island,  where  he  found  employment.  A 
few  years  later  and  during  the  year  of  the  cholera  in  that  section  he  left  home  one 
day  to  go  to  Tonawanda  to  engage  emyloyment  and  was  never  heard  of  by  the 
family  afterward.  His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  with  her  son.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  John  became  the  family  support.  When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  and  a  call  for  troops  was  made  he  was  anxious  to  enlist  his  services,  but 
the  prevailing  influence  of  his  mother  and  sisters  and  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him 
for  their  support  forced  him  to  remain  at  home  a  few  years  longer,  but  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Co.  G,  187th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  on  September  29,  1864.  The  regiment  was  or- 
ganized in  Buffalo,  October  13,  1864,  and  ordered  to  join  'the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  the  field  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  where  it  engaged  in  the  siege  of  that  place,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run,  October  27,  where  it  lost  eight}^  men  killed 
and  wounded.  He  was  with  hisregimentin  the  expedition  of  the  Fifth  Corps  against 
the  Weldon  Railroad,  known  as  the  "  Hicksford  raid,"  and  participated  in  the  en- 
gagements of  Nottaway  Court  House,  Second  Hatcher's  Run,  Vaughn  Road,  Quaker 
Road,  Gravelly  Run,  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Five  Forks  and  Sutherland  Station.  The 
regiment  was  in  the  pursuit  of  Lee  from  April  2  to  9,  taking  part  in  the  engagements 
of  Amelia  Court  House,  High  Bridge,  Jettersville  and  Appomattox.  He  was  with 
his  regiment  from  enlistment  until  after  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  was  a  gallant  sol- 
dier. He  performed  many  notable  acts  of  personal  bravery  and  was  offered  promo- 
tion which  he  declmed.  Since  his  return  from  the  war  he  has  devoted  his  time  to 
farming.  For  several  years  past  he  has  added  grape  culture,  and  owns  a  farm  of 
twenty-five  acres  beautifully  located  on  the  bank  of  the  west  division  of  the  Niagara 
River.  In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
of  Buffalo.  When  a  lad  of  ten  Mr.  Williams  and  his  father  (who  was  then  badly  dis- 
abled by  rheumatism)  had  a  remarkable  escape  from  being  washed  over  the  Niagara 
Falls.  While  crossing  the  river  in  a  canoe  the  swift  current  and  a  strong  wind  forced 
them  down  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  by  supreme  efforts  they  succeeded  in  forcmg  the 
canoe  to  a  reef,  striking  with  such  force  that  young  Williams  jumped  out  into  the 
water,  and  seizing  hold  of  his  father  held  his  head  out  of  the  water.  The  canoe  cap- 
sized and  went  on  over  the  falls.  The  current  was  slowly  but  surely  washing  the 
two  off  the  reef,  when  the  timely  appearance  of  some  men  on  the  shore  with  a  long 
rope  rescued  them  from  their  perilous  position,  as  they  were  about  exhausted.  In 
1866  Mr.  Williams  married  Margaret  Welsh,  born  in  Canada  in  1844,  and  they  have 
two  children  by  adoption,  Frank  Bean,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Williams,  and  a  girl  aged 
ten  years. 

Baxter,  Newton  J.,  Buffalo,  son  of  James  and  Lydia  (Shirk)  Baxter,  was  born  in 
Welland  county,  Canada,  April  12,  1861,  and  attended  the  public  schools  and  re- 
mained on  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  work  at 
the  carriage  trade.  In  1882  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  for  three  years  was  associated 
with  J.  C.  Harvey  and  Charles  Parker,  carriage  manufacturers.  In  1885  he  en- 
gaged in  the  business  on  his  own  account  at  Hagersville,  Ontario,  where  he  remained 
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five  years,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  King  Spring 
Company,  of  which  he  is  now  superintendent.  In  April,  1885,  Mr.  Baxter  married 
Miss  Georgiana  Snyder,  of  Canada. 

Crowley,  Thomas  P.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Long)  Crowley, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  about  1845  and  first  settled  in  Chicago, 
111.,  whence  they  removed  in  1849  to  Buffalo.  Mr.  Crowley  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  September  24,  1860,  received  a  public  and  private  school  education,  and  then  en- 
tered his  father's  undertaking  establishment.  The  father  died  in  1884  and  the  busi- 
ness passed  to  his  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died  in  1891.  Since  then  Thomas  F. 
Crowley  has  successfully  conducted  the  business  alone,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known 
undertakers  in  Buffalo.  He  has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  factor  in  public 
and  political  affairs,  and  has  served  as  a  city  assessor  since  1887.  September  30, 
1885.  he  married  Katherine  F.  O'Brien,  and  they  have  two  daughters. 

O'Brien,  William  S.,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  is  proprietor  of  O'Brien's  Phar- 
macy, at  the  corner  of  Eagle  and  Niagara  streets,  and  the  Ellicott  Square  Pharmacy. 
The  business  was  established  in  1874  by  J.  W.  and  W.  S.  O'Brien,  who  continued  it 
until  1877,  when  William  S.  became  sole  proprietor. 

Babcock,  Frank  A.,  Buffalo,  general  agent  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York,  was  born  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  September  10.  1850,  received  a  classical 
education  at  Everest's  Military  school  in  his  native  town,  and  when  fourteen 
began  active  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  in  New  York  city.  In  1868 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  being  stationed  at  Temisco- 
mingue,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  Yankee  ever  employed  by  that 
corporation  as  one  of  its  officers.  In  1870  he  resigned  and  became  a  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Bradley  Fertilizer  Company,  of  Boston,  which  position  he  held  five 
years.  He  was  then  engaged  in  the  carriage  business  at  Amesbury,  Mass.,  from 
1876  to  1888,  when  he  was  burned  out,  after  which  he  was  made  an  executive  special 
agent  for  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  A  little  later  he  was 
appointed  the  general  agent  of  this  company  for  Western  New  York  with  head-, 
quarters  at  Buffalo,  which  position  he  has  since  filled  with  ability  and  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Babcock  is  a  member  of  Warren  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Amesbury,  Mass.; 
Jerusalem  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  New  York  city;  Aleppo  Temple  Mystic  Shrine,  and 
Massachusetts  Consistory,  32d  degree,  of  Boston;  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery, 
K.  T.,  of  New  York;  and  the  Bohemian  Sketch  Club  and  Orpheus  Singing  Society 
of  Buffalo. 

Schwartz,  Marcus  L.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Leopold  and  Emma  (Bronner)  Schwartz,  was 
born  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  When  he  was  six  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  also  took  a  full  course  at  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Business  College.  Afterward  he  entered  his  father's  store.  This  estab- 
lishment was  founded  by  his  father  and  uncle,  Benjamin  Schwartz,  in  1867.  The 
enterprise  has  prospered  since  its  inception,  and  consists  of  a  large  factory  on  Elk 
street  for  the  manufacture  of  wood  mantles  and  a  large  retail  estabHshment  on  Main 
street,  where  is  kept  a  full  line  of  mantles,  grates,  tiles,  onyx  tables,  clocks,  bric-a- 
ttt 
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brae,  and  gas  fixtures.  In  December,  1885,  Mr.  Schwartz  married  Janette  Keiser, 
of  New  Orleans,  La. 

Snyder,  Frank,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Waldmunchen,  Bavaria,  Germany,  January 
28,  1852,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters  of  Joseph  and  Mag- 
delena  Snyder,  natives  of  the  same  place.  Joseph  Snyder,  a  tanner  by  trade,  came 
to  America  about  1853,  and  five  years  later  sent  for  his  family.  They  settled  at 
Griffin's  Mills  in  the  town  of  Aurora,  Erie  county,  where  he  died  in  1863.  Afterward 
his  widow  and  children  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  she  died  in  1896.  Owing  to  the 
death  of  his  father  Mr.  Snyder  was  early  obliged  to  shift  for  himself,  and  conse- 
quently his  education  was  limited  to  the  district  schools.  His  first  work  was  on  a 
farm.  When  twenty-one  he  entered  a  flour  and  feed  store  in  Buffalo,  and  two  years 
later  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Pettibone,  who  was  then  engaged  in  the  truck- 
ing business.  During  a  service  of  seven  years  in  this  capacity  he  saved  a  little 
money  and  engaged  in  the  trucking  and  teaming  business  for  himself.  By  energy 
and  perseverance  he  has  become  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  truckmen  in  the 
city,  having  probably  one  of  the  largest  and  best  outfits  for  moving  heavy  material 
in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  owns  considerable  property  in  Buffalo,  and  by 
strict  attention  to  business  has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  is  interested  in  the  Gary  Safe  Company  and  the  Ellicott  Square  Bank 
and  IS  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  A.  O.  U.  W. ,  and  the  Order  of  Foresters, 
being  independent  in  politics.  In  1872  he  married  Loretta  Moore,  of  Aurora,  who 
died  leaving  two  children,  James  and  Ernest.  His  second  wife  is  Elizabeth  K,, 
whose  parents,  James  and  Elizabeth  (Kenly)  Findlay,  came  from  Dundee,  Scotland, 
to  Buffalo,  in  the  early  fifties. 

Wende,  John,  V.  S. ,  Buffalo,  son  of  Bernhardt  A.  and  Susan  (Kirch)  Wende,  was 
born  in  Millgrove,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  November  16,  1854.  As  a  boy  he  worked  on 
his  father's  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  village.  In  1882  he 
entered  the  Ontario  Veterinary  College  at  Toronto,  Canada,  and  was  graduated  in 
1884  with  the  degree  of  V.  S.  He  subsequently  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the 
Royal  Veterinary  College  in  Dresden,  Germany.  Dr.  Wende  located  in  Buffalo  in 
1886,  and  has  since  been  in  successful  practice  in  that  city,  having  been  located  at 
1593  Main  street  during  the  entire  time,  a  period  of  over  fourteen  years.  He  was 
married  in  April,  1886,  to  Christina  E.,  daughter  of  George  W.  Schworm,  of  South 
Newstead,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  Their  children  are  Susan  H.  A.,  born  November  7, 
1887;  John  A.,  born  October  19,  1889;  Harry  A.,  born  September  22,  1891;  Simon 
F.  T.,  born  May  14,  1894. 

Sheldon,  Burton  L.,  Buffalo,  proprietor  of  Hotel  Broezel,  is  the  son  of  Loomis  and 
Sarah  (Beebe)  Sheldon,  natives  respectively  of  Oneida  county  and  Monroe  county, 
N.  Y.  He  was  born  in  Parma,  Monroe  county,  August  1,  1836,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  academies  at  Albion  and  Homer.  He  was  associated  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  and  in  dealing  in  produce  and  horses  for  fifteen  years,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Rochester  and  became  proprietor  of  the  old  National  Hotel  and  later 
of  the  Clinton  (now  the  Livmgston)  House.  In  1887  he  came  to  Buffalo  to  assume 
the  proprietorship  of  the  Hotel  Broezel,  which  was  burned  in  1888  and  rebuilt  in 
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1891.  Mr.  Sheldon  has  made  this  one  of  the  best  and  most  popular  hotels  in  Western 
New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  and  as  a 
citizen  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed.  In  December,  1861,  he  married  Emma  J. 
Fall,  and  they  have  two  sons. 

Furlong,  Nicholas  J.,  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  has  resided  in  that  city  all 
his  life.  He  was  born  August  8,  1867,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (White)  Furlong. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  business 
college,  from  which  he  was  graduated  m  1884.  Being  well  qualified  by  his  business 
education  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Russ  &  Wertheimer,  filling  the  po- 
sition for  two  years  and  then  entering  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  at 
the  Atlas  works  in  the  same  capacity.  After  a  term  of  service  extending  over  three 
years  he  received  an  appointment  as  clerk  in  the  city  treasurer's  office,  and  in  1887 
passed  the  civil  service  examinations  for  the  postal  service,  receiving  an  appointment 
as  clerk.  In  1893  Postmaster  Gentsch,  recognizing  the  integrity  and  ability  of  Mr. 
Furlong,  appointed  him  to  the  responsible  position  of  superintendent  of  Station  "D," 
one  of  the  most  important  sub-stations  in  the  city,  employing  a  force  of  eight  car- 
riers and  four  clerks  and  dispatching  more  outgoing  mail  than  any  sub-station  in 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Furlong  discharges  the  duties  of  this  position  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  department  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of 
friends.  In  1895  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Michael  Rogers  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Estelle  M.,  born  June  25,  1896. 

Eberhardt,  Louis  P.  A. — Among  the  representative  business  men  and  valued  cit- 
izens of  the  city  of  Buffalo  there  are  few  who  have  been  more  active,  prominent  or 
efficient  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the  city  than  Louis  P.  A.  Eberhardt.  Mr. 
Eberhardt  was  born  in  Buffalo  on  January  26,  1860 ;  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  after  a  common  school  education  he  entered  the  hotel  business  in  which  he  was 
interested  with  the  Bonny  family  until  the  year  1888,  when  he  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business.  After  several  successful  investments  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  on  Delaware  Avenue  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda  and  adjoining  the  northerly 
boundary  of  Buffalo,  and  immediately  began  the  erection  of  a  number  of  first  class 
residences,  naming  the  new  section  "  Kenmore,"  a  name  derived  from  the  Scotch  to 
"know  more."  By  Mr.  Eberhardt's  untiring,  enterprising  spirit,  and  personal  in- 
tegrity, it  has  grown  and  is  now  the  most  thriving  and  beautiful  of  Buffalo's  suburban 
residences.  Through  Mr.  Eberhardt  the  investors  in  Kenmore  have  been  exceed- 
ingly successful,  he  having  organized  thirty-nine  syndicates,  during  the  past  seven 
years,  to  retail  lots  in  this  particular  locality,  of  which  the  greater  number  have  been 
sold  to  individuals  who  have  already  built  or  intend  to  build  homes.  Mr.  Eberhardt 
is  known  as  the  father  of  Kenmore. 

Healy,  John,  jr.,  Buffalo,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Healy,  natives  of  Ireland,  was 
born  in  1862  in  Buffalo,  where  his  father  settled  when  a  young  man.  John  Healy, 
sr.,  was  first  a  steamboat  fireman  on  the  lakes  and  afterwards  a  scooper  and  for 
thirty-five  years  was  boss  scooper  for  Thomas  Clark  &  Co.  He  also  conducted  a 
restaurant  at  376  Ohio  street  until  his  death  October  17,  1897.  He  was  a  staunch 
Democrat,  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  Legion,  and  was  four  times  married,  being 
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the  father  of  twenty-two  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living.  John  Healy,  jr.,  attended 
the  public  and  parochial  schools,  St.  Joseph's  College  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Busi- 
ness College,  and  first  worked  in  his  father's  restaurant  and  afterward  was  time- 
keeper on  the  dock  for  his  father.  In  1897  he  succeeded  the  latter  as  overseer  scooper 
for  Thomas  Clark  &  Co.  Mr.  Healy  is  a  popular  citizen,  has  a  large  number  of  men 
under  him  unloading  vessels  and  cars,  and  is  a  firm  Democrat.  He  has  been  three 
times  nominated  for  supervisor  of  the  First  ward,  and  tied  the  vote  in  1895  and  was 
triumphantly  elected  in  1897. 

Brennison,  F.,  &  Son,  Buffalo. — This  is  one  of  the  representative  commission  firms 
of  Buffalo.  The  business  was  established  in  1885  by  Frederick  Brennison,  sr.,  who 
took  into  partnership  his  son  Frederick,  jr.,  the  association  continuing  until  the  death 
of  the  elder  partner  in  1897.  Frederick  Brennison,  sr.,  was  born  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  was  engaged  for 
some  time  in  the  oyster  business.  From  Brooklyn  he  removed  to  Lancaster,  Erie 
county,  and  thence  to  Buffalo  in  1885.  In  1860  he  married  Anna  R.  Kaiser  of 
Brooklyn,  and  one  son  was  born  to  them,  Frederick,  jr.,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
April  14,  1862.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Lancaster  and  the  Central 
High  School  of  Buffalo,  after  which  he  was  employed  by  Charles  Richardson  as  a 
bookkeeper  for  eight  years,  two  years  of  which  time  he  managed  the  butter  depart- 
ment. In  1881  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Porter  Brothers  Company  of  Chicago, 
remaining  in  their  employ  for  a  short  time  and  then  returning  to  Buffalo,  where  in 
1885  the  firm  of  F.  Brennison  &  Son  was  formed.  Mr.  Brennison  is  a  32d  degree 
Mason,  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks  and  Ismailia  Temple,  N.  O. 
M.  S.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  League  of  Commission  Merchants, 
having  been  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  branch  since  its  organization.  In  1884  he  mar- 
ried Minnie  A.,  daughter  of  Edgar  Dawes  of  Chicago.  They  have  four  children: 
Ethel  A.,  born  February  28,  1886;  Mabel  H.,  born  July  29,  1888;  Frederick  D.,  born 
November  19,  1890;  Esther  A.,  born  November  18,  1895. 

Griffis,  Rev.  Joseph  K.,  Buffalo,  has  had  a  more  eventful  life  than  usually  falls  to 
the  lot  of  man.  His  ancestors  settled  in  Virginia  about  250  years  ago.  His  father, 
William  B.  Griffis,  of  Welch  descent,  ran  away  from  home  when  a  boy,  went  to 
Iowa  and  was  ever  afterward  in  the  government  employ  as  a  scout,  guide,  etc.  He 
lived  in  Missouri  and  later  in  Texas.  He  brought  his  parents  to  Iowa,  where  they 
died.  He  married  Alzada  Martelia  West,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  whose  father  was 
killed  by  the  Confederates  while  standing  in  the  door  of  his  home  in  Missouri.  They 
had  two  daughters  and  one  son.  In  1864,  while  he  was  in  pursuit  of  horse  thieves, 
the  Kiowa  Indians  killed  his  wife  and  took  his  son  Joseph  K.  a  prisoner,  and  during 
the  Apache  war  in  1882  he  was  himself  killed.  Rev.  Joseph  K.  Griffis  was  born  in 
Pike  county.  111.,  February  28,  1862,  and  being  captured  by  the  Kiowa  Indians  in 
infancy  grew  up  in  the  family  of  their  chief  without  knowledge  of  his  white  par- 
entage. When  ten  years  old  he  was  surrendered  and  taken  to  his  uncle's  home  in 
Texas,  but  a  few  weeks  afterward  ran  away  and  returned  to  the  Indians,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  he  was  nineteen,  being  adopted  as  the  son  of  Big  Bull.  He 
learned  the  English  and  Indian  languages  and  acted  as  interpreter.  In  1878  he  en- 
listed in  the  regular  army  and  served  two  and  a  half  years  as  interpreter,  scout  and 
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guide ;  owing  to  some  trouble  with  Captain  Kruise  he  with  two  others  deserted,  but 
all  were  captured,  tried  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  captain,  however,  ordered 
them  sent  to  Fort  Reno,  and  there  with  one  companion  he  escaped  by  cutting 
through  the  roof  of  the  guard  house.  He  went  to  Texas,  Mexico,  New  Orleans,  up 
the  Mississippi  and  to  London,  Canada,  where  he  was  converted  to  Christianity. 
Later  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  ten  days  for  preaching  in  the  streets. 
Afterward  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Salvation  Army,  finally  engaged  in  evangelical 
work  and  in  September,  1893,  was  ordained  as  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  is  now  pastor  of  the  South  Presbyterian  church  and  where  he  settled  in 
1890,  coming  here  from  Ohio.  He  never  attended  school ;  his  education  has  been 
obtained  through  self  study  since  his  conversion.  He  is  emphatically  a  self-made 
man.  On  the  platform  he  has  often  told  the  thrilling  story  of  his  life.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  cause  of  temperance  and  in  1896  and  again  in  1897  was  nominated  for 
member  of  assembly  by  the  Prohibitionists.  June  2,  1885,  he  married  Rebecca  J., 
daughter  of  James  Rooney  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Mang,  Isadore,  Buffalo,  one  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters  of  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet Mang,  natives  of  France,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  February  19,  1844. 
Peter  Mang,  born  in  1808,  followed  his  trade  as  weaver  until  1840,  when  he  came  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  owning  several  small  farms  in  the  city  limits 
and  one  of  forty-five  acres  across  the  line  in  Tonawanda.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  died 
in  1885,  leaving  a  valuable  estate  and  his  sons  well  provided  for.  His  first  wife  died 
in  1875.  Isadore  Mang  attended  the  public  schools,  assisted  his  father  in  clearing 
and  working  the  farms,  and  when  twenty-one  rented  a  farm  and  afterwards  bought 
one.  In  1880  he  built  a  hotel  near  the  city  line  on  Delaware  avenue,  in  Tonawanda, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  for  eleven  years,  when  he  sold  the  site,  which  com- 
prised twenty-tvv^o  acres,  for  advanced  figures.  In  1894  he  erected  the  present  Hotel 
de  Mang,  at  No.  2662  Delaware  avenue,  and  in  1897  placed  his  son  in  charge  and 
retired  from  active  life.  He  is  interested  in  real  estate  and  m  the  Brush  Brewing 
Company  of  Tonawanda,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  He  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  .Hanan  Colvin  of  Buffalo,  and  their  children  are  Winfield,  Laura, 
Flora,  and  Maybell.  His  hotel  and  premises  is  a  well  known  and  popular  resort  for 
wheelmen. 

Stengel,  John  A.,  Buffalo,  one  of  the  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters  of 
Nicholas  and  Margaret  (Groh)  Stengel,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  February  5, 
1841,  where  his  father  was  a  tavern  keeper.  In  1846  the  family  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  Nicholas  Stengel  was  employed  in  a  foundry  for  many 
years  and  where  he  died  in  1893,  aged  seventy-six;  his  wife's  death  occurred  in  1892, 
He  was  independent  in  politics  and  widely  respected  and  esteemed.  John  A. 
Stengel,  after  attending  the  public  schools,  entered  the  Courier  printing  office  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  and  learned  the  printer's  trade;  by  industry  and  strict  attention 
to  business  he  advanced  rapidly  to  the  position  of  foreman,  which  he  held  for  thirt}^- 
two  years,  completing  a  continuous  service  for  that  company  of  over  thirty-eight 
years.  In  1890  he  resigned  to  become  keeper  of  the  Erie  Count}^  Alms  House,  being 
the  first  Democrat  ever  elected  to  that  office.    After  serving  a  term  in  that  capacity 
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he  engaged  in  the  lumber  commission  business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued, 
having  his  son  as  a  partner.  In  1897  he  was  again  elected  keeper  of  the  alms  house. 
He  became  a  volunteer  fireman  in  1858  as  a  member  of  Excelsior  Hose  Company  No. 
4,  and  served  ten  years.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  74th  N.  Y.  "Vols  and  served  six 
months,  when  his  services  were  demanded  by  the  Courier  Company,  who  furnished 
a  substitute  and  brought  him  back.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since  1868,  is  a  member 
of  Hay  ward  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  city  convention  of  1882  which 
nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  mayor.  He  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  various 
city,  county  and  assembly  conventions,  and  in  fact  has  always  been  active  in  his 
party's  welfare.  In  1862  he  married  Elizabeth  Huls^nger  of  Williamsville,  and  they 
have  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Schlotzer,  John  G.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1854,  and 
is  the  eldest  of  nine  children  of  John  Schlotzer,  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany.  The 
latter  was  born  in  1827  and  when  one  year  old  was  brought  by  his  father,  Gotlieb, 
to  America.  Gotlieb  Schlotzer  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Erie  county,  teach- 
ing school  in  the  town  of  Boston  and  elsewhere.  John  Schlotzer  was  a  moulder  by 
trade,  worked  also  in  a  tannery  and  later  conducted  a  grocery  store,  spending  his 
active  life  in  Buffalo,  where  he  died  May  18,  1897.  He  was  first  a  Whig  and  after- 
wards an  independent  in  politics.  His  wife,  Barbara  Bickel,  a  native  of  Germany, 
was  brought  to  America  when  eight  years  old,  and  died  in  1881.  John  G.  Schlotzer 
was  educated  in  Buffalo  in  public  school  32,  followed  the  trade  of  moulder  for  about 
five  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  In  1878  he  became  a  patrol- 
man on  the  police  force;  he  was  a  sergeant  for  four  years,  when  he  resigned,  and 
again  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade.  In  1894  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the 
alms  house.  He  has  been  active  in  politics,  serving  as  general  and  district  com- 
mitteeman and  being  a  delegate  to  city,  county,  assembly  and  State  conventions. 
He  was  also  an  inspector  under  the  Agricultural  Department,  at  East  Buffalo,  for 
one  year.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  is  interested  in 
real  estate  and  several  breweries.  December  23,  1875,  he  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Peter  McNeil  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  five  sons  and  four  daughters  living. 

Schutz,  Joseph  G.,  Buffalo,  is  one  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Louisa  (Zizer)  Schutz,  natives  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  respect- 
ively, and  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  October  10,  1863.  His  grandfather, 
Nicholas  Schutz,  born  in  1800,  came  to  America  with  his  son  Peter  in  1852,  and  still 
resides  in  Lancaster  (December,  1897),  hale  and  hearty,  having  worked  his  farm 
until  he  was  eighty-three  years  old.  Peter  Schutz  was  born  in  1827  and  succeeded 
his  father  on  the  farm,  which  he  still  conducts.  He  is  a  tanner  by  trade  and  from 
1873  to  1888  was  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  in  Buffalo.  His  wife  died  April  13, 
1879.  Joseph  C.  Schutz  attended  St.  Anne's  Parochial  School  in  Buffalo  and  was 
successively  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  store  ^of  Chester,  Morgan  &  Aaron  and  E. 
Hirslifelt  &  Co.,  and  in  the  meat  market  of  Charles  Orick.  He  continued  in  the 
meat  business  until  1883,  when  he  engaged  in  it  for  himself,  being  interested  with 
his  father;  since  1890  he  has  conducted  it  on  his  own  account.  He  is  an  active 
Democrat,  has  served  as  committeeman  three  years,  and  in  1893  and  1897  was  his 
party's  candidate  for  supervisor.    He  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  various  political 
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conventions  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  C.  B.  L. ,  and  the  Foresters. 
In  June,  1887,  he  married  Katharine,  daughter  of  David  Merganhagen,  of  Buffalo. 

Hoefner,  Anselm,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  January,  1831.  His 
father,  George,  a  brewer,  reared  eight  daughters  and  three  sons,  the  latter  being 
Michael,  Alois  and  Anselm,  and  came  to  America  in  1848,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  died  a  year  later;  his  wife,  Margaret  Hathman,  died  in  1890,  aged  ninety-three. 
Michael  and  Alois  engaged  in  the  brewing  industry  and  in  1860  had  one  of  the 
largest  breweries  in  the  city;  they  subsequently  built  the  present  co-operative  brew- 
ery on  High  street.  Anselm  Hoefner  learned  the  trade  of  bricklayer,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1852,  when  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash  on  Monroe  street. 
In  1854  he  moved  his  establishment  to  the  locality  then  known  as  the  Hydraulics, 
now  162-170  Van  Rensselaer  street,  where  he  added  the  manufacture  of  candles  and 
soap  and  with  his  three  sons  now  conducts  the  American  Star  Soap  factory,  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  city.  Gregory  Ritt  was  a  partner  from  1855  to  1862;  in  1884  Mr. 
Hoefner's  sons,  Anthony  J.  and  Anselm  M.,  were  given  each  an  interest,  the  former 
having  been  connected  with  the  business  from  1872.  The  factory  was  burned  in  1881 
and  immediately  afterward  the  present  establishment  was  erected.  The  business  has 
grown  steadily,  especially  since  1876,  and  a  branch  office  is  maintained  in  Baltimore. 
They  manufacture  twenty-eight  brands  of  laundry  soap,  all  kinds  of  toilet  soaps,  the 
only  scouring  soap  in  the  city  and  washing  powders  and  export  large  quantities  to 
South  America  and  Australia.  Mr.  Hoefner  is  a  Democrat,  was  supervisor  one 
term,  but  has  declined  further  political  honors.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A. 
and  the  Knights  of  St.  John.  His  wife,  Barbara  Rentz,  is  a  native  of  Darmstadt, 
Germany,  and  they  have  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  One  son,  Anthony  J. ,  has 
been  for  eight  years  a  manager  of  the  Catholic  Institute,  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M. 
B.  A.  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  general  manager  of  the  factory.  Anselm  M. 
is  the  practical  soap  maker  and  superintendent. 

Bakert,  Charles  J.,  Buffalo,  only  son  of  Charles  Bakert  and  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Schwartz,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1855.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Baden -Baden,  Germany,  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  when  a 
child  and  spent  his  active  life  in  Buffalo,  following  the  trade  of  butcher.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Schwartz,  by  whom  he  was  reared  from  childhood,  was  for 
many  years  a  well  known  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Buffalo ;  he  was  later  a  real 
estate  dealer,  and  sold  a  large  portion  of  Forest  Lawn  to  the  association.  Mr. 
Bakert  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools,  was  graduated  from  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Business  College,  and  for  a  time  w^as  assistant  bookkeeper  for  the  Eagle 
Iron  Works.  He  read  law  with  E.  C.  Hawks,  Quinby  &  Sicard,  and  also  with  Hon. 
A.  P.  Nichols,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  January  4,  1878.  Shortly  afterward  he 
opened  a  law  office  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Swan  streets  and  successfully  built  up 
a  large  court  and  general  practice.  In  1881  he  removed  to  No.  530  William  street, 
where  he  has  since  conducted  a  general  office  business,  acting  also  as  agent  for  the 
Globe  and  the  Dun  Accumulating  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can, for  seven  years  was  a  district  committeeman  and  chairman  of  the  board,  has 
repeatedly  served  as  delegate  to  city,  county,  assembly  and  judiciary  conventions 
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and  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  married  Mary  Oberfeld  of  Hamburg, 
N.  Y. ,  and  they  have  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Roesch,  Jacob  M.,  Buffalo,  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  24,  1857,  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  Roesch  and  Anna  Herman,  natives  of  Germany.  His  father  and  grandfather 
were  both  butchers.  Jacob  Roesch,  born  in  1829,  came  to  Buffalo  about  1855  and 
followed  his  trade  until  1895,  when  he  retired  and  engaged  in  the  confectionery 
business.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  as  market  clerk  two  years.  Jacob  M. 
Roesch  attended  the  public  schools  and  began  active  life  at  the  age  of  thirteen  as 
clerk  in  the  meat  market  of  Andrew  Rupprecht.  He  has  always  followed  the  meat 
and  butchering  business,  spending  some  time  in  Cleveland,  St.  Louis,  Salina,  Kan., 
and  Tidiout,  Pa.,  where  he  married  a  sister  (Julia)  of  his  employer,  Henry  Fuellhart. 
Returning  to  Buffalo  in  1878  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  having 
a  stall  at  Washington  Market,  a  meat  market  at  the  corner  of  Ferry  and  Niagara 
streets  and  a  packing  house  on  Oak  street  and  also  carries  on  a  large  shipping  trade. 
Since  January,  1895,  he  has  been  market  clerk,  under  appointment  of  Mayor  Jewett, 
who  in  his  report  for  1895  says:  "The  market  clerk  has  managed  the  markets  on 
business  principles,  making  a  record  for  honesty  and  efficiency  second  to  that  of  no 
other  city  employee.  Under  his  careful  supervision  the  expenses  have  been  dimin- 
ished, while  the  receipts  have  increased  to  an  astonishing  degree.  Besides  demon- 
strating his  efficiency  in  the  financial  management  of  his  department,  the  clerk 
has  given  close  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  food  sold  on  the  markets  and  has 
seized  and  destroyed  unwholesome  meat  and  vegetables  which,  in  good  condition, 
would  have  been  worth  over  |15,000.  In  this  way  he  has  contributed  materially  to 
the  health  of  the  city.  It  is  not  exaggerating  the  case  to  say  that  more  has  been 
done  by  the  present  market  clerk  towards  making  the  markets  self-sustaining  than 
was  ever  accomplished  by  any  of  his  predecessors."  Mr.  Roesch  is  a  member  of  the 
Elks,  a  stockholder  in  the  Co-operative  Brewery,  the  Union  Bank  and  the  Boughton 
Telephotos  Company  and  is  extensively  interested  in  real  estate,  three  land  com- 
panies, and  a  market  and  slaughter  house  at  Bridgeburg,  Ont.  In  1880  he  married 
Julia,  daughter  of  John  and  Philipene  (Freudenburger)  Fuellhart,  and  a  native  of 
St.  Mary's,  Pa.,  and  their  children  are  John  Jacob,  Charles  Edward  and  Lillian 
Philipene.  John  Fuellhart  was  a  professor  in  Germany  and  a  civil  engineer  and 
surveyor  in  Pennsylvania. 

Schindler,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  October,  1837,  and 
obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  In  April,  1858, 
he  emigrated  to  this  country,  settling  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  No- 
vember 1,  1872,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1895 
he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Buffalo  Lithograph  Company. 

Grobe,  John,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Saxe-Coburg,  Gotha,  Germany,  February  4, 
1835,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter  of  Volkmer  Grobe  and 
Magdelena  Harthauss,  who  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1850.  Mr. 
Grobe  cared  for  his  parents  from  that  time  until  their  deaths  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  and  eighty-four  respectively.  The  father  was  a  grain  dealer  in  Germany.  John 
Grobe  received  a  thorough  German  education,  and  being  master  of  several  languages 
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became  interpreter  for  the  old  Michigan  Central  line  of  steamers,  a  position  he  held 
many  years,  or  until  the  line  was  abandoned.  Meantime  he  had  been  actively  in- 
terested in  politics,  and  in  October,  1861,  was  elected  civil  constable  of  the  old  Fifth 
ward  for  two  years.  In  June,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the  65th  Regiment,  N.  Y,  Militia, 
and  near  the  end  of  that  year  joined  the  Secret  Service,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected until  the  close  of  the  war.  acting  principally  between  New  York  and  Buffalo. 
Being  conversant  with  most  of  the  European  languages  and  withal  keen  and  shrewd, 
he  made  a  most  valuable  man  in  this  capacity.  He  had  many  narrow  escapes  and 
was  shot  at  a  number  of  times.  After  the  war  he  was  a  special  detective  on  the  Buf- 
falo police  force,  stationed  at  the  stock  yards,  until  1874,  when  he  resigned  to  en- 
gage in  the  live  stock  business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued.  He  also  conducts 
the  East  Buffalo  Hotel,  which  he  built  in  1874.  For  nearly  five  years  under  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  he  was  a  government  appraiser  of  cattle.  He  is  a  staunch  Demo- 
crat, was  in  earlier  life  a  delegate  to  various  city,  county  and  assembly  conventions 
and  was  the  organizer  of  the  George  Stoneway  Post,  G.  A.  R. ,  which  he  has  served 
as  commander  from  the  first.  In  1855  he  married  Mary  Froelich,  a  native  of  Erie 
county,  and  their  children  are  John  L.,  government  live  stock  examiner  under  the 
Agricultural  Department;  Louise,  Mrs.  Julius  Behling;  Mrs.  Augusta  Werrick, 
William  L.,  and  Mamie. 

Behling,  Julius  C,  Buffalo,  druggist,  one  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters of  Theodore  G.  and  IdaT.  (Moses)  Behling,  natives  of  Mear,  Hanover,  Germany, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1863.  The  father,  an  oil  portait  painter,  served 
in  the  German  army,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1848  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  was  employed  for  many  years  by  Henry  G.  White ;  later  he  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  and  did  some  of  the  finest  work  ever  executed  in  the  city,  decorating 
churches,  theatres,  etc.  He  was  a  talented  scenic  artist  and  decorator,  a  man  of 
broad  culture  and  enterprise,  and  a  staunch  Republican  in  politics.  His  wife  sur- 
vives him.  Julius  C.  BehHng  attended  the  public  and  Central  High  schools  of  Buffa- 
lo and  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  returning  home  was  the  only  mem- 
ber of  a  class  of  six  to  pass  the  examining  board  in  May,  1885.  A  year  later  he 
passed  the  State  examinations  in  pharmacy  and  then  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
with  his  brother-in-law  on  Lovejoy  street.  In  1890  he  opened  his  present  drug  store 
and  pharmacy  at  1570  Broadway.  Mr.  Behling  is  a  Republican  and  in  1893-94  rep- 
resented the  Fourteenth  ward  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  various  political  conventions,  has  figured  as  an  active  leader  in  politics  for  about 
twelve  years  and  was  one  of  the  government  census  takers  in  1890.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Central  Tent 
No.  101,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  between  1871  and  1882  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Turn  Verein,  winning  several  first  prizes  in  gymnastics.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bison  Gun  Club,  and  while  in  Pittsburg  was  a  member  and  clerk  of  Co. 
A,  14th  Regt.  N.  G.  Pa.  He  is  a  practical  chemist,  beginning  that  study  when 
thirteen  and  being  for  six  years  with  City  Chemist  A.  R.  Davidson.  March  30,  1890, 
he  married  Louise  T.,  daughter  of  John  Grobe,  a  live  stock  dealer  of  East  Buffalo. 
She  was  for  several  years  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  treasurer  of  Golden 
Rule  Lodge  of  the  Rebecca  order.    They  have  one  son,  Howard  C.  G. 
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Murphy,  Edward  P.,  Buffalo,  born  February  2,  1857,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  is  one  of 
two  sons  and  four  daughters  of  Frank  and  Mary  (McCarthy)  Murphy,  natives  of 
Ireland.  Frank  Murphy,  born  in  1835,  came  to  America  when  a  boy,  settled  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  in  1851  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  still  resides,  retiring  from 
his  trade  of  blacksmith  in  1877.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A. 
His  wife  died  in  April,  1897.  Edward  P.  Murphy  attended  the  public  schools  and  St. 
Joseph's  College,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  April  3,  1876,  when  he  joined  the  Buffalo  volunteer 
fire  department.  He  became  captain  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  2  in  1879,  was  made 
a  battalion  chief  May  1,  1883,  and  was  promoted  to  his  present  position  as  assistant 
chief  of  the  department  June  1,  1890.  Mr.  Murphy  has  distinguished  himself  as  a 
fireman,  holding  a  badge  of  honor  for  bravery  and  life  saving,  which  was  presented 
to  him  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  He  has  saved  in  all  twelve  lives,  in- 
cluding the  fire  at  the  Richmond  Hotel.  On  October  6,  1863,  while  at  a  great  fire 
on  East  Market  street,  he  fell  twenty- one  feet  through  an  open  hatchway  and  broke 
both  arms  and  his  nose.  He  is  a  member  and  for  four  years  has  been  president  of 
the  Firemen's  Beneficiary  Association;  he  is  also  member  of  the  Exempt  Firemen's 
Association,  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  In  1883  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Catharine  Hanley,  of  Buffalo,  and  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  They  have  a 
daughter  and  two  sons. 

Murphy,  Terrence  J.,  Buffalo,  one  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters  of  James  and 
Bridget  (Gilbert)  Murphy,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Troy,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  September  6,  1857.  The  father,  who  came  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  was  an  active  Democrat,  and  in  1867  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  roof.  Mr. 
Murphy  was  educated  in  public  schools  Nos.  4  and  5,  and  when  seventeen  years  of 
age  began  life  for  himself,  serving  two  and  one-half  years  at  the  plumber's  trade. 
He  then  engaged  with  his  uncle  in  the  live  stock  business  for  one  year,  and  after- 
ward was  employed  on  a  harbor  tug  boat  and  as  weighmaster  in  various  grain  ele- 
vators until  1876,  when  he  joined  the  volunteer  fire  department.  A  year  later  he 
resumed  his  position  as  weighmaster,  and  in  January,  1880,  again  became  a  fireman, 
but  in  1881  returned  to  his  elevator  work.  After  two  years  he  was  connected  with 
the  engineering  corps  during  the  construction  of  the  great  trunk  sewer.  January  5, 
1886,  he  was  appointed  fireman  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  2;  December  20,  1887,  was 
promoted  captain  of  Engine  No.  12;  and  June  15,  1895,  was  made  battalion  chief  of 
the  6th  district  which  position  he  now  holds,  Mr.  Murphy  has  exhibited  great 
bravery  as  a  fireman,  notabl)^  at  the  burning  of  the  Richmond  Hotel  and  Arcade 
Building,  when  he  imperiled  his  own  life  to  save  others.  He  is  a  member  of  the  C. 
M.  B.  A.,  and  of  the  Firemen's  Beneficiary  Association,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  organizers.  He  visited  Great  Britain  and  Europe  in  1889,  and  while  in 
Paris  purchased  the  first  ticket  for  and  was  one  of  the  first  passengers  to  ascend 
the  Eifel  Tower.  He  visited  Great  Britain  again  in  1894.  In  1884  he  married  Brid- 
get, daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Ryan)  Farrell.  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  had  a 
son  (deceased)  and  a  daughter. 

Kiene,  Hugo  S.,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  15,  1858,  and  is  a 
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son  of  Sebastian  C.  Kiene  and  Lena  Backert,  his  wife.  His  parents,  natives  of 
Germany,  came  to  America  when  young  and  were  married  in  this  country.  Sebas- 
tian C.  Kiene,  who  settled  in  Buffalo  about  1850,  was  a  tinner  by  trade,  but  after- 
ward engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  successfully  continued  until  about 
1884.  He  died  in  1888,  leaving  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Hugo  S.  Kiene  attended 
the  private  and  public  schools  and  St.  Joseph's  College,  read  law  in  the  office  of 
Lewis  &  Gurney  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Since  then 
he  has  been  in  active  and  successful  practice  in  his  native  city.  He  has  always 
been  a  prominent  Republican,  was  deputy  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  from  1892  to 
1895  inclusive,  and  in  1896  was  appointed  attorney  for  the  State  Agricultural  De- 
partment, which  position  he  still  holds.  In  1897  he  received  the  Republican  nomi- 
nation for  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court.  He  has  frequently  served  his  party  as 
delegate  to  conventions,  is  a  member  of  several  social  bodies  and  clubs  and  is  a  pro- 
gressive, public  spirited  and  enteterprising  citizen.  Endowed  with  great  persever- 
ance he  pluckily  surmounts  all  obstacles  and  with  tact  and  force  of  character  wins 
where  others  fail.  Not  a  few  of  the  public  offices  of  the  city  and  county  are  now 
filled  by  men  who  owe  their  positions  to  the  personal  political  efforts  of  Hugo  Kiene. 
He  is  married  and  has  one  daughter. 

Brush,  William  Cushing,  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Phoebe  (Cushing)  Brush),  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  December  1,  1819,  and  received  a  district  school 
education.  When  nineteen  he  went  to  Waterloo,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  was  employed  in 
a  brick  manufactory.  In  1842  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  a  position  with 
James  White,  a  prominent  brick  manufacturer,  and  three  years  later  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  his  brother,  the  late  Hon.  Alexander  Brush.  The  firm  of  Brush 
Brothers  began  the  manufacture  of  brick  on  Smith  street,  between  Elk  and  Seneca, 
but  finally  removed  to  East  Buffalo,  where  they  established  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  brick  yards  in  Western  New  York.  The  plant  now  occupies  about  seventy-six 
acres  of  land  and  has  a  capacity  of  200,000  brick  daily.  Alexander  Brush  retired  in 
1890,  and  since  then  the  business  has  been  conducted  by  William  C.  Brush  and  his 
sons,  William  H.,  Warren  H.  and  S.  Cushing.  Mr.  Brush  and  his  sons  are  all  Re- 
publicans. He  married,  first,  Hannah  Bull,  who  bore  him  a  daughter  and  two  sons, 
the  latter  being  William  H.  and  Warren  H.,  twins.  By  his  second  wife,  Susan 
Barkley,  he  had  one  son,  S.  Cushing. 

Hennicke,  Charles  Augustus,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany,  March  7, 
1853,  and  came  to  Canada  with  his  parents  in  1857.  He  received  a  public  school  ed- 
ucation, served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carriage  trade,  and  in  1874  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Canadian  firm  of  McPhail,  Hennicke  &  Casey.  Three  years  later  he 
withdrew  and  came  to  Buffalo  as  foreman  for  Banges  &  Fisher  and  their  successors 
Banges  &  Phiren,  and  afterward  for  the  Buffalo  Spring  and  Gear  Company,  of  which 
he  is  now  secretary  and  manager.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  mdustries  in  its  line 
in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hennicke  is  a  past  grand  in  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a  mem- 
ber of  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Fosdick,  Frank  Sheldon,  Buffalo. — The  members  of  the  Fosdick  family  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Erie  county.    In  1821  Solomon  Fosdick  moved  from  his  home  in 
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Rensselaer  county  hoping  to  find  "in  the  west,"  as  it  was  called  then,  a  greater  de- 
gree of  prosperity  than  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed.    Strange  as  it  may  seem  he  did  not 
stop  in  the  village  of  Buffalo:  in  fact  so  little  confidence  had  he  in  its  great  future 
that  when  he  was  offered  land  extending  from  where  the  Elk  street  market  now 
stands,  south  to  the  river  to  cancel  a  small  bill  for  carpenter  work,  he  preferred  the 
cash.    He  made  his  home  in  Boston,  this  county,  where  he  lived  nearly  twenty  years, 
dying  there  m  1838.    John  Spencer  Fosdick,  one  of  his  sons,  made  Buffalo  his  home. 
He  became  identified  with  the  public  schools  early  in  the  forties  and  until  rendered 
incapacitated  by  age  was  connected  with  the  educational  interests  of  the  city  and 
State.    He  was  superintendent  of  education  in  1866-1867,  and  it  was  during  his  ad- 
ministration that  the  schools  were  first  graded  and  many  other  steps  taken,  the  in- 
fluence of  which  is  plainly  visible  to-day.    In  1869,  attracted  by  a  fine  offer  at 
Westfield,  he  removed  there,  where  he  was  for  ten  years  principal  of  the  union 
school  which  under  his  management  made  marked  progress.    Warned  by  the  infirm- 
ities of  advancing  age,  he  retired  from  active  school  work,  but  never  lost  his  interest 
in  education.    On  school  board  and  elsewhere  his  voice  was  always  heard  advocating 
the  best  interests  of  the  rising  generation.    He  died  at  Westfield  in  May,  1892. 
With  both  father  and  mother  as  teachers,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  their  son,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  should  have  taken  to  his  chosen  profession.    He  was  born  in 
Buffalo  March  11,  1851.    His  early  education  was  obtained  at  public  school  No.  14, 
of  which  his  father  was  principal.    In  1868  he  was  graduated  from  the  Central  High 
School  and  four  years  later  from  the  University  of  Rochester.    After  leaving  the 
university  Mr.  Fosdick  became  teacher  of  Latin  and  Greek  at  the  Buffalo  Classical 
School,  of  which  Prof.  Horace  Briggs  was  principal.  After  remaining  there  one  year 
he  was  appointed  by  Superintendent  Larned  to  the  principalship  of  School  No.  25, 
where  he  remained  five  years.    He  then  spent  two  and  one-half  years  as  principal 
of  School  No.  33,  and  three  years  as  principal  of  School  No.  36.    Then  he  became 
the  head  of  the  classical  department  at  the  Central  High  School  and  remained  in  that 
position  until  1891,  when  he  was  appointed  principal  of  the  high  school  annex.  It 
is  said  that  in  his  high  school  work  in  preparing  scholars  for  college,  he  never  had 
one  conditioned  in  either  Latin  or  Greek.    He  had  charge  of  the  annex  and  sub- 
annexes  for  six  years,  working  faithfully  and  with  good  results  under  most  discour- 
aging circumstances.    In  1897  when  the  magnificent  new  Masten  Park  High  School 
was  opened  he  was  placed  in  charge.    That  it  was  a  wise  appointment  is  clearly 
shown  by  the  enthusiasm  and  zeal  with  which  the  thirty-one  teachers  and  one  thou- 
sand pupils  under  him  pursue  their  daily  work  and  the  high  stand  that  the  school  has 
already  taken  among  the  schools  of  the  country.    When  Mr.  Fosdick  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Rochester,  in  1872,  he  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  later 
A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  same  institution.    He  is  an  excellent  scholar 
and  a  great  worker.    He  is  a  Mason,  member  of  Washington  Lodge  and  Adytum 
Chapter,  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  University  Club,  Independent  Club 
and  various  other  societies.    He  is  the  only  one  in  Buffalo  who  belongs  to  the  Amer- 
ican Philological  Association.    Naturally  he  takes  great  interest  in  educational  af- 
fairs and  has  read  papers  and  made  many  speeches  before  educational  bodies.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Association,  the  State  Teacher's  Association 
and  the  Buffalo  Principals'  Association.     In  1873  Mr.  Fosdick  married  Amie  I. 
Weaver  of  Westfield  and  has  three  children.    The  oldest  son,  Harry  Emerson  Fos- 
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dick,  is  a  student  at  Colgate  Universit}^ ;  the  second  son,  Raymond  Blaine,  and  the 
daughter,  Edith  Weaver,  are  scholars  at  the  Masten  Park  High  School. 

Daniels,  William  H.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Shepard)  Daniels,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  6,  1859.  After  obtaining  a  liberal  education  in  the 
public  schools  he  entered  the  music  store  of  Cottier  &  Denton,  which  afterward  be- 
came Denton  &  Cottier,  and  upon  Mr.  Daniels's  admission  in  1887  was  changed  to 
Denton,  Cottier  &  Daniels.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  music  houses  between  New 
York  and  Chicago  and  is  the  oldest  establishment  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States, 
having  been  established  in  1827.  Mr.  Daniels  is  a  director  in  the  Homestead  Sav- 
ings and  Loan  Association,  and  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  holding  member- 
ship in  the  Lodge  of  Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Command- 
ery  No.  30. 

Ralyea,  William  W.,  Buffalo,  son  of  Abraham  E,  and  Maryette  Ralyea,  is 'a  na- 
tive of  Cora,  Pa.,  born  July  3,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  West 
Falls,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  East  Aurora  Academy,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  His  first  employment  was  on  public  works,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
in  the  meat  business  at  East  Aurora  for  two  years.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  to 
take  charge  of  the  Tremont  Hotel,  which  he  conducted  until  1886,  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  E.  C.  Poole,  afterwards  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm,  the  name 
being  changed  to  E.  C.  Poole  &  Co.  This  firm  is  located  at  242  Main  street  and  is 
among  the  most  extensive  and  best  known  dealers  in  crockery  in  Buffalo,  the  busi- 
ness having  been  established  over  fifty  years.  Mr.  Ralyea  is  a  director  in  the  Ger- 
mania  Park  Land  Company  and  a  member  of  Niagara  Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
October  26,  1884,  he  married  Anna  McFarland  of  St.  John's,  N,  B.,  and  they  have 
one  son,  William  Archibald,  born  January  30,  1888. 

Roberts,  Frank  Kimball,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Alma  (Roberts)  Roberts, 
was  born  in  Waterboro,  York  county,  Maine,  January  28,  1840.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  at  the  Parsonsfield  Academy,  and 
at  what  is  now  Bates  College,  working  on  the  farm  and  teaching  school  in  the  mean 
time.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  8th  Regiment,  Maine  Vols.,  then  at  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  but  having  contracted  sickness  was  honorably  discharged  the  following 
year.  He  afterward  served  as  a  delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission  at  the  Fifth 
Corps  Hospital,  City  Point,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Petersburg.  From 
1865  to  1886  he  served  as  a  pastor  in  Baptist  churches  in  Maine,  Indiana  and  Min- 
nesota, where  he  was  for  five  years  a  member  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
Board.  Mr.  Roberts  came  to  Buffalo  in  1886  and  has  since  been  engaged  success- 
fully in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Real 
Estate  Exchange  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  November  29,  1866,  he 
married  Sarah  A.  Nason  of  Alfred,  York  county,  Maine,  and  their  children  are 
Mildred  S.,  Alma  L.  and  Grace  May. 

Ackerman,  William  H.,  Tonawanda,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  B.  Koenig 
&  Co.,  is  a  son  of  Gottlieb  and  Christina  (Mayer)  Ackerman,  and  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Tonawanda,  August  17,  1866.    He  attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards 
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taking  a  full  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  In  1888  he  became  a 
member  of  the  now  well  known  hardware  firm  of  H.  B.  Koenig  &  Co.  Mr.  Acker- 
man  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  societies,  being  president  of  the  Rovers'  Bicycle 
Club.    He  is  an  upright  gentleman  and  a  business  man  of  great  executive  ability. 

Jones,  Edward  A.,  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  in  1854,  son 
of  George  and  Ann  (Baxter)  Jones.  At  the  early  age  of  ten  he  began  to  serve  his 
apprenticeship  as  a  machinist,  and  while  yet  a  boy  had  mastered  his  trade.  Mr. 
Jones  remained  in  England  until  1881,  when  he  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in 
Buffalo.  Here  he  continued  to  ply  his  trade  for  six  years,  dnring  the  last  year  of 
which,  however,  his  inventive  brain  conceived  the  idea  of  an  improved  process 
for  manufacturing  steel  balls.  He  immediately  began  experimenting  on  models 
and  after  working  persistently  for  three  months  on  the  ideas  to  which  he  had  al- 
ready given  a  year's  thought,  he  perfected  his  process  and  secured  patents  in  this 
and  other  countries.  He  was  now  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  an  improved  pro- 
cess for  manufacturing  steel  balls,  by  which  the  cost  of  production  was  greatly 
lowered  and  the  product  itself  greatly  improved.  In  1887  he  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  David  Roughead  and  under  the  name  of  the  Excelsior  Machine  Company 
secured  a  small  tract  of  land  north  of  the  city  line  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda, 
erected  a  small  shop  and  began  the  manufacture  of  steel  balls.  At  this  time  the 
Excelsior  Machine  Company  was  the  first  to  make  steel  balls  under  the  new  pro- 
cess and  the  second  manufacturer  in  this  line  in  the  United  States.  Under  the 
careful  and  practical  management  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Roughead  the  business  of 
the  Excelsior  Machine  Company  has  increased  in  ten  years  from  a  small  shop  with 
two  men  and  a  yearly  capacity  of  1,00U,000  balls  to  a  large  plant  employing  150  men 
with  a  yearly  output  of  150,000,000,  making  this  company  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  this  line  in  the  world,  as  well  as  the  only  concern  in  the  United  States  manufac- 
turing steel  balls  exclusively.  One  hundred  million  of  their  annual  product  is  used 
in  the  United  States,  the  balance  is  sold  in  England  and  Germany,  where  there  is 
always  a  demand  for  the  Excelsior  ball  on  account  of  its  superior  quality.  In  fact 
the  wonderful  success  of  the  Excelsior  Machine  Company  is  due  very  largely  to  the 
fact  that  the  Excelsior  ball  is  the  best  in  the  world.  During  the  first  few  years  of  its 
existence  balls  for  bicycles  only  were  manufactured  by  this  company ;  now,  however, 
all  sizes  are  made  for  all  kinds  of  machinery.  Mr.  Jones  was  married  before  coming 
to  this  country  to  Mercy  M.  Hartrick,  who  with  their  three  children  comprise  the 
family  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Burnett,  Charles,  Tonawanda,  son  of  Charles  and  Bertha  Burnett,  was  born  in 
Germany  on  the  1st  of  September,  1850,  and  in  1853  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
country  settling  in  Tonawanda.  His  father  died  in  1864.  Mr.  Burnett  received  a 
public  school  education,  and  was  successively  connected  with  the  box  factory  of 
Peter  Cook  for  four  years,  with  the  shingle  mill  of  J.  A.  Bliss  for  two  years,  with  the 
sawmill  of  E.  B.  Williams  for  several  years,  and  with  the  planing  mill  of  A.  Weston 
&  Son  for  a  time.  Later  he  was  associated  with  Slocum  &  De  Graff,  wholesale  lum- 
ber dealers,  and  again  with  A.  Weston  &  Son  until  1894,  when  he  became  chief  of 
the  fire  department  of  Tonawanda  village.    In  1876  he  married  Barbara  Smith,  who 
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died  in  1882.  In  September,  1883,  he  married  Mary  C.  Summers.  He  has  three 
children:  Sadie,  Eva  and  Hazel. 

Kaercher,  Henry,  Tonawanda,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born  Januar}'-  14,  1839,  in 
Germany,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  gymnasia.  He  was 
for  four  years  an  office  clerk  for  Stern  Brothers,  tobacco  manufacturers,  and  for 
three  years  correspondence  clerk  for  a  large  machine  establishment,  after  which  he 
went  to  Prussia  in  the  interests  of  an  ivory,  meerschaum,  amber  and  pearl  import- 
ing house,  having  charge  of  their  goods  at  a  commercial  fair  for  three  years.  He 
then  went  to  South  Germany  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  large  chemical  and  vine- 
gar manufactory,  and  four  years  later  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  vinegar  for 
himself.  In  1882  he  came  to  New  York  city  and  in  1883  removed  to  Tonawanda, 
Erie  county,  where  he  has  since  been  a  successful  vinegar  manufacturer.  He  is 
familiar  with  both  the  French  and  German  processes  of  manufacture,  has  traveled 
extensively  over  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  has  acted  as  a  vinegar  expert  in 
a  number  of  cases.  January  26,  1866,  Mr.  Kaercher  married  Pauline  Weigle,  of  Ger- 
many, and  their  children  are  Emma  (Mrs.  Matthew  Hummel),  of  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
and  Bertha,  Otto,  Elizabeth  and  Sophia. 

Luck,  William  J.,  Tonawanda,  son  of  John  and  Sophia  (Foss)  Luck,  was  born  in 
Prussia,  Germany,  February  14,  1846,  and  was  educated  in  his  native  country.  In 
1863  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Wilson,  Ni- 
agara county,  where  he  resided  until  March,  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Tonawanda, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  barber  for  six  years.  Since  then  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  trade.  Mr.  Luck  was  married  December  12,  1867,  to 
Sophia  Schrader,  who  came  from  Germany  when  she  was  nine  years  old.  Their 
children  are  William  H.,  Herman,  Albenia  (Mrs.  Samuel  Thompson),  Mary,  Ida, 
Eva,  Walter,  Clara  and  Grace. 

Conrad,  Charles  Torrey,  Tonawanda,  son  of  George  and  Delilah  (Van  Dewater) 
Conrad,  natives  of  Niagara  county,  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  September  5, 
1872,  and  received  a  public  school  education.  Afterward  he  was  tallying  clerk  for 
A.  M.  Dodge  &  Co.,  wholesale  lumber  dealers,  for  seven  years.  Since  then  he  has 
been  variously  employed,  principally  as  lumber  inspector  or  salesman.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  order  of  the  Iroquois. 

Webb,  John  C,  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  was  born  in  Grand  Island, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y. ,  February  9,  1859,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Marguerite  (Wilbank)  Webb. 
Henry  Webb  has  spent  most  of  his  life  as  a  farmer,  coming  in  1842  to  Erie  county, 
where  forty-six  years  were  spent  in  Grand  Island  farming,  and  where  he  now  owns 
a  fine  farm.  In  1893  he  retired  to  the  village  of  Tonawanda,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of  the  party,  has  filled  the 
office  of  assessor,  and  was  one  of  the  board  of  education  for  about  twelve  years. 
John  C.  Webb  received  his  education  in  the  public  school  of  his  native  town, 
and  when  seventeen  left  home,  going  to  Tonawanda,  where  he  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade,  which  he  followed  for  eight  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  dry  dock 
business,  which  he  pursued  for  over  four  years,  and  then  discontinued  it  to  resume 
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blacksmithing  and  carriage  making,  continuing  at  that  until  the  spring  of  1897,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  town, clerk.  He  then  closed  his  business  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  duties  of  this  office.  Mr.  Webb  has  been  a  lifelong  Republican, 
though  not  active  in  political  affairs  until  his  friends  prevailed  upon  him  to  accept 
the  nomination  for  the  office  of  town  clerk.  He  also  holds  the  office  of  committee- 
man for  the  Fourth  nistrict.  In  1892  he  married  Katie  A.  McDermott,  of  Tonawan- 
da,  and  they  have  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Thomas  H.,  Harry  E.,  John  B., 
George  H.,  Anna  U.,  Edward  E.  and  Katie  A. 

Wheattall,  Benjamin  J.,  Tonawanda,  descends  from  an  old  English  family.  He  is 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Harrison)  Wheattall,  and  was  born  near  Titusville,  Pa. , 
October  2,  1846.  After  attending  the  district  schools  and  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Edinboro,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  became  a 
contractor  and  builder.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Tonawanda,  Erie  county,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  building  and  contracting  business.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  village  Board  of  Trustees  in  1895  and  1896,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  year 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Wheattall  is  a  member  of  Tonawanda  Lodge,  No.  247, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Niagara  River  Lodge,  No.  527,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Empire  Knights 
of  Relief.  March  16,  1881,  he  married  Emma  J.,  daughter  of  Neven  and  Sarah 
Nugent  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Gertrude  G. 

Rhadigan,  John,  Tonawanda,  one  of  Tonawanda's  prominent  merchants,  was  born 
in  Marysville,  St.  Clair  county,  Mich.,  May  13,  1845.  His  parents,  James  and  Mary 
(McCormick)  Rhadigan,  came  from  Ireland  in  1840  and  first  settled  in  Canada,  but 
soon  remeved  to  Marysville,  Mich.  Mr.  Rhadigan  early  identified  himself  with  the 
lumber  trade,  and  for  the  past  thirty-eight  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  lake  trans- 
portation business,  which  he  still  follows  during  the  summer  months.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  known  men  on  the  great  lakes,  and  is  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  July  7, 
1879,  he  married  Belinda,  daughter  of  Thomas  Strong,  of  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  three  children  living:    John  R.,  William  S.  and  Belinda. 

Heerdt,  Henry  J.,  Tonawanda,  is  a  son  of  Henry  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Gerhardt) 
Heerdt,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  at  an  early  age  and  first  lived  in 
Buffalo,  whence  they  removed  to  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  where  they  were  married, 
and  where  Henry  J.,  the  son,  was  born  January  27,  1861.  Mr.  Heerdt  attended  the 
old  Hamburg  Academy,  was  graduated  from  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College, 
and  became  a  lumber  salesman  for  E.  B.  Holmes.  Afterward  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Rose  Co  operative  Brewing  Company  (now  the  Iroquois  Brewing  Com- 
pany) as  collector  and  solicitor,  which  position  he  still  holds,  becoming  the  company's 
agent  at  Tonawanda  in  January,  1890.  He  is  a  member  of  Niagara  River  Lodge 
No.  527,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  September  9,  1886,  he  married  Anna, 
daughter  of  Neil  Connors,  of  Buffalo,  and  their  children  are  Lillian  R.,  Violet  H.  and 
Henry  C. 

Hill,  George  E.,  Tonawanda,  one  of  the  prominent  lumber  dealers  of  Tonawanda, 
is  the  son  of  Albert  D.  and  Alice  (Cook)  Hill,  and  was  born  at  Bangor,  Me.,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1850.    He  attended  the  public  schools,  was  graduated  from  the  Bangor  High 
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School  in  1868,  and  obtained  his  first  business  experience  as  a  clerk  in  the  clothing 
store  of  F'ox  &  Richardson  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  M.  C.  Pratt,  a  lumber  dealer  in  Lowell.  In  1872  he 
came  to  Buffalo  and  for  four  years  was  associated  with  E.  B.  Holmes,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Tonawanda  and  entered  the  employ  of  A.  Weston  &  Son,  with  whom 
he  remained  fifteen  years.  In  1890  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  himself, 
and  since  then  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  successful  trade.  Mr.  Hill  was  married 
in  May,  1873,  to  Emma  E.,  daughter  of  G.  E.  Hill  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Guy  C. 

Rowley,  H.  Seymore,  Tonawanda,  is  descended  from  an  old  Holland  famil}^  his 
ancestors  settling  in  this  country  about  1620.  One  of  his  progenitors  was  General 
Schuyler.  Mr.  Rowley  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  November  28, 
1861,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Rowley  and  Sarah  Rogers,  his  wife.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Rochester,  w^as  graduated  from  the  Rochester  Business  Univer- 
sity in  1887,  and  then  removed  to  Tonawanda,  Erie  county,  to  accept  the  position  of 
assistant  postmaster  under  G.  C.  Christ,  which  he  held  three  years.  Afterward,  be- 
ginning in  1893,  he  was  connected  with  the  waterworks  office  of  the  village  of  Ton- 
awanda for  some  time.  Mr.  Rowley  is  affiliated  with  several  societies,  being, a 
member  of  Niagara  River  Lodge  No.  527,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  the  Order  of  Iroquois. 
In  September,  1890,  he  married  Freda,  daughter  of  John  Matthies,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Frank  B.  and  Ruth  H. 

Fries,  George,  Tonawanda,  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Wolf)  Fries,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Tonawanda,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  February  19,  1851.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  and  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  when  he  bought  a  farm  and  began  tilling  the  soil  on  his  own  account.  Six 
years  later  he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Werkley,  dealer 
in  feed.  Afterward  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Tonawanda,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  for  ten  years.  .  In  1871  he  married  Elizabeth  Muck  of 
Amherst,  who  bore  him  five  children,  of  whom  two  survive,  viz. :  Amos  H.  and  Ed- 
ward F.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Minnie,  daughter  of  John  Prafe  of  Tona- 
wanda, and  their  children  are  Arthur  G.  and  Aster  Louisa. 

Day,  Elijah  V.,  Tonawanda,  son  of  Elijah  and  Betsey  (Toles)  Day,  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Covington,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  April  8,  1811,  and  in  1820  came  with 
his  parents  to  Tonawanda.  This  section  of  the  State  was  then  a  wilderness.  The 
family  moved  from  New  England  to  about  the  site  of  Buffalo  by  team,  and  from 
there  descended  the  Niagara  River  on  boats  poled  by  hand.  Mr.  Day's  education 
was  meagre,  being  limited  to  a  few  terms  at  the  rude  district  schools  of  his  day.  He 
early  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  w^hich  he  followed  seven  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased a  stage  coach  and  engaged  in  carrymg  passengers  and  freight  between  Tona- 
wanda and  Niagara  Falls.  Afterward  he  was  engaged  in  canal  boating  and  also  in 
building  docks  for  several  years.  In  1887  he  built  the  well  known  Adams  House, 
which  he  has  since  conducted.  Mr.  Day  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Erie  county, 
where  he  has  spent  his  active  life.  For  nearly  eighty  years  he  has  been  an  honored 
resident  of  the  village  of  Tonawanda,  which  he  has  seen  develop  from  a  few  houses 
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to  a  thrifty  and  enterprising  commercial  center,  and  withal  one  of  the  largest  lum- 
ber ports  in  the  world.  His  mind  is  richly  stored  with  information  of  the  past,  and 
his  reminiscences  are  both  valuable  and  entertaining.  As  blacksmith,  stage  pro- 
prietor, dock  builder,  and  landlord,  he  has  always  been  an  interesting  figure.  He 
has  three  children  living,  viz.;  Jane  Blare,  Mary  and  Minnie  M. 

Brenon,  Charles,  Tonawanda,  is  the  son  of  August  and  Mary  A.  (De  Munway) 
Brenon,  who  came  from  France  in  the  early  fifties  and  settled  in  Lewis  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  born  October  8,  1852.  He  attended  the  district  schools  in  winter 
and  worked  on  his  father's  farm  summers,  and  in  1880  removed  to  Tonawanda,  Erie 
county,  where  he  has  since  been  eagaged  in  the  live  stock  commission  business.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  C.  B.  L.  December  10,  1879,  he  married  Epilona,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Berring,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Lillian  E.,  Clara  T.,  Frank  C, 
Grace,  Wilbur,  Leo  and  Frances  A. 

Brown,  James,  Tonawanda,  is  of  Scotch-English  descent,  his  father,  Samuel, 
coming  from  Scotland,  and  his  mother,  Mary  J.  (Hunter),  from  Kent,  England.  They 
came  to  this  country  in  1830  and  settled  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  where 
James  was  born  November  8,  1846.  His  parents  removed  to  Kingston,  Ontario^,  re- 
maining there  for  a  short  time,  and  then  removed  to  St.  Catherines,  where  thc}^ 
resided  eight  years.  In  1857  they  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  James  Brown  was  first 
employed  by  Dean  Caudry,  for  two  ^'^ears,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  Fox  & 
Bruce  as  an  office  boy.  Two  years  afterward  he  accepted  a  position  with  F.  R.  Buck, 
with  whom  he  remained  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  removed  to  Ton- 
awanda, where  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  ship  builder's  trade  with  Humble  &  Jones, 
and  after  finishing  his  trade  he  remained  in  their  employ  twelve  years.  In  1873  he 
engaged  in  the  restaurant  business,  in  which  he  was  very  successful  six  years,  when 
he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  boat  building  business  on  his  own  account.  He  has 
since  been  engaged  in  this  industry  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  when  he  was 
in  the  canal  boating  business,  running  boats  from  Buffalo  to  New  York.  August 
29,  1872,  he  married  Barbara  Meyer,  of  Tonawanda,  and  nine  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Cora  B.,  wife  of  George  Mahler;  Anna  M., 
wife  of  J.  A.  Stitt;  and  Asa  J.,  William  H.,  Ruby  B.,  James  F.,  Harvey  F.,  Alice 
M.,  and  Blanche  E. 

Mesmer,  Joseph,  Grand  Island,  is  one  of  the  well-to  do  farmers  of  Grand  Island. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January,  1855,  the  oldest  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters 
born  to  Joseph  Mesmer,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1821  and  a  son  of 
Anthony  Mesmer.  Anthony  came  to  America  in  1828,  bringing  his  family  with  him, 
which  consisted  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  bought  a  farm  in  the  town 
of  Buffalo,  near  where  is  now  the  corner  of  Main  and  Amherst  streets.  He  was  very 
prosperous  and  later  retired  to  Buffalo  and  purchased  a  residence  on  Main  street, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  Joseph  Mesmer,  the  father,  was  for  a  number 
of  years  engaged  in  the  stone  business  and  owned  a  quarry  in  Buffalo.  In  1855  he 
moved  to  Grand  Island  and  purchased  260  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  converted  into  spiles,  railroad  ties  and  cord  wood  and  disposed  of  it  on  the  river 
bank.    He  was  a  hard  working  man  and  prosperous.    He  was  actively  identified 
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with  the  Democratic  party,  who  elected  him  to  the  office  of  assessor,  commissioner 
of  highways,  poormaster  and  constable.  His  wife  was  Katharine  Schmidt,  born  in 
France.  Mr.  Mesmer  died  in  April,  1896.  His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  on  the 
Island.  Joseph,  the  subject,  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and  attended  the  district 
school,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  began  for 
himself  on  a  rented  farm.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  in  possesion  of  six- 
ty acres  of  his  father's  farm  as  his  portion,  and  afterwards  purchased  twenty  acres 
more  from  his  sister,  and  has  since  resided  here,  doing  a  general  and  successful 
farming.  He,  like  his  father,  is  a  firm  adherent  to  the  principles  of  Democracy.  He 
represented  his  town  one  term  as  commissioner  of  highways,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  In  1885  he  married  Mary  Geschwender,  of  Grand  Island,  and 
they  had  six  children :  Joseph,  Magnus,  John,  Leo  (died  when  six  years  old),  Mary 
and  Aloysus.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mesmer  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Burrows,  Roswell  Lester,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the 
Buffalo  bar.  His  father,  Latham  Avery  Burrows,  was  a  lawyer,  a  judge  of  the  Court 
for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  and  a  State  senator,  was  located  at  Owego,  Tioga 
county,  N.  Y. ,  where  his  family  of  ten  children  were  born  (Roswell  L.  being  ths  sec- 
ond), and  where,  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  he  built  a  fine  house  of  the  old 
fashioned  pillared  type,  which,  with  its  well  kept  grounds  and  garden,  is  still  one  of 
the  pleasant  homes  of  that  quiet,  attractive  place.  Roswell  Lester  Burrows  was 
born  March  12,  1821,  and  as  a  boy  and  young  man  was  remarkable  for  his  great 
physical  strength  and  mental  vigor,  and  many  an  entertaining  anecdote  was  told  of 
his  boyish  courage  and  prowess  or  victory  in  the  class-room.  About  1839  the  family 
moved  to  Rochester,  where  he  studied  law  with  General  Matthews.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1842  and  began  active  practice  in  Albion,  Orleans  county,  where 
two  of  his  father's  brothers  lived,  and  where  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Judge 
Burrell.  On  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  Latham,  in  1847,  he  moved  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  resided  and  practiced  law  until  his  death.  January  6,  1848,  he  married 
Maria  W. ,  daughter  of  Rev.  Justus  W.  French,  of  Albion,  N.  Y.  After  removing  to 
Buffalo  he  shared,  for  a  time,  an  office  with  E.  Carleton  Sprague,  and  during  his 
earlier  residence  in  this  city  held  many  positions  of  trust.  He  was  a  trustee  and 
secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum  and  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hos- 
pital, rendering  efficient  service  during  the  cholera  panics  of  1849,  1852  and  1854. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  lecture  course  of  the  Young  Men's  Association,  city  clerk 
during  the  years  1854-55,  and  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  was  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  North  and  active  in  the  service  of  the  Sanitary  Commission.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1866-67,  and  while  there  was  the  means  of  se- 
curing for  Buffalo  its  State  Normal  School.  In  the  fall  of  1868  he  was  elected  judge 
of  Erie  county  and  served  four  years,  when  he  resumed  his  law  practice,  which  he 
carried  on  until  his  death,  making  a  specialty  of  referee  cases.  For  the  most  part 
he  i^racticed  alone;  but  he  formed,  at  different  times,  partnerships  with  Judge  Green, 
George  R.  Babcock,  John  A.  Douglass,  and  Sheldon  T.  Viele.  He  was  also  for  many 
years  a  director  and  the  attorney  of  the  Niagara  Falls  International  Bridge  Company. 
Judge  Burrows  possessed  a  discriminating  sense  of  justice,  keen  judgment,  and  a 
comprehensive  grasp  of  mind  rarely  equalled.  His  fund  of  anecdote  was  exhaustless, 
his  sense  of  humor  remarkable.    He  had  pre-eminently  a  legal  mind,  and  he  so  sup- 
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plemented  that  quality  by  training  and  study  as  to  become  a  great  lawyer,  sliarp  and 
accurate,  but  never  narrow  or  technical.  His  opinions  and  decisions  were  ever  received 
with  deference  and  respect.  His  uprightness  of  purpose,  honesty  of  intention,  and 
perfect  integrity  were  unimpeached  and  unquestioned,  and  he  enjoyed  in  the  highest 
degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all.  He  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republi- 
can, and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  died  February  15,  1897;  his  widow 
survives  him.  He  had  four  children:  Sarah  Lester  (Mrs.  Charles  C.  Morey),  who 
died  December  15,  1883;  Julia  Maria,  who  died  September  14,  1878;  Miss  Anna  E., 
of  Buffalo;  and  Latham  Avery,  a  banker  of  Saginaw,  Mich. 

March,  Frederick  R.,  Buffalo,  was  born  of  German  parentage  on  the  3d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1845,  and  received  a  good  German  education  under  Professor  Etzer.  He  also 
attended  the  common  and  high  schools,  took  a  thorough  course  in  French  under  a 
French  Presbyterian  pastor,  and  pursued  some  of  the  higher  branches  of  study  at 
the  private  school  of  a  Mr.  George,  all  at  Ottawa,  111.,  where  he  served  a  clerkship 
in  a  general  store  in  the  mean  time.  In  1864  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  in  Ottawa  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Adams  &  March.  About  two  years 
later  he  went  to  Europe  and  remained  eight  months  for  his  health,  and  on  returning 
he  began  the  study  of  law  in  Ottawa  with  Bushnell  &  Avery.  Afterward  he  studied 
law  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  for  about  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869  came  to  Buffalo  and 
finished  his  legal  studies  with  Judge  George  W.  Cothran.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  June,  1872,  and  at  once  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  Mr. 
March  has  practiced  alone  with  the  exception  of  one  year — 1883-84 — when 
Henry  S.  Thayer  was  his  partner,  the  firm  name  being  March  &  Thayer.  He  has 
held  a  conspicuous  place  at  the  Buffalo  bar  for  many  years,  and  enjoys  a  wide  repu- 
tation for  ability,  judgment,  and  knowledge  of  the  law.  Mr.  March  was  at  one  time 
a  candidate  for  member  of  assembly  from  the  3d  district,  comprising  the  7th,  9th, 
10th,  and  11th  wards  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and,  though  defeated,  he 
reduced  the  usual  Republican  majority  3,000.  He  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
9th  and  later  of  the  11th  ward  delegations  to  the  General  Democratic  City  Com- 
mittee, and  was  president  of  the  old  Buffalo  Law  Society.  Mr.  March  was  the  chief 
instigator,  promoter,  and  organizer  of  the  Lewiston  and  Youngstown  Frontier 
Electric  Railway  (the"  Old  Fort  Route"),  running  from  Lewiston  to  Youngstown  and 
Fort  Niagara,  and  has  been  a  director  and  the  attorney  of  the  company  from  the 
start.  To  him  more  than  to  any  other  one  man  is  due  the  construction  of  this  line. 
He  was  married  in  1875  to  Barbara  M.  A.,  daughter  of  Frederick  Geib,  publisher  of 
the  Buffalo  Morning  Tribune,  who  came  to  Buffalo  from  Germany  about  1838. 
Their  children  are  F.  Milton,  Stella  E.,  Ida,  and  Bayard  D. 

Miller,  Michael,  Grand  Island,  p.  o.  Sheenwater,  the  proprietor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel 
at  Eagle  Park  on  Grand  Island,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  O.,  April  5,  1846,  a  son  of 
Frank  and  Eve  Miller,  natives  of  Germany.  Frank  was  a  cupola  tender  and  came 
to  America  in  1837,  bringing  his  family  with  him,  landing  in  New  York,  where  he 
remained  for  a  time  and  then  moved  to  Buffalo  by  way  of  the  canal.  After  a  few 
years  he  went  to  Cleveland,  O.,  walking  the  entire  distance  from  Buffalo  to  Cleve- 
land, and  lived  there  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.    In  1885  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  died  in  1887.    He  was  a 
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staunch  Democrat.  He  reared  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, Dittenhaver,  was  with  Napoleon  all  through  his  great  campaign.  After  the 
capture  of  Bonaparte  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  the  South,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building.  He  later  sold  his  property  and  started  for  Cleve- 
land, O. ,  and  as  he  was  never  seen  or  heard  from  afterward  by  his  family,  they  sup- 
posed he  was  killed  by  robbers.  Michael  Miller  became  an  iron  moulder,  working  in 
Cleveland  until  1874,  when  he  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  two  years  later  came  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  plied  his  trade  until  1881.  He  then  engaged  in  the  liquor  busi- 
ness, assuming  the  management  of  his  wife's  restaurant.  In  1889  he  and  his  wife 
purchased  the  beautiful  and  noted  Eagle  Park,  a  fine  grove  of  oak,  elm,  hickory,  ash, 
maple  and  other  varieties  of  trees  and  consisting  of  thirteen  acres  beautifully  located 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  island,  on  which  they  erected  the  Eagle  Park  Hotel  and  re- 
fitted the  grounds,  making  it  the  finest  pleasure  resort  on  the  island,  which  soon  be- 
came the  most  popular,  having  a  boat  landing  where  steamboats  land  and  depart 
regularly  during  the  summer  season.  Here  they  have  made  their  home  ever  since. 
Mrs.  Miller  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Josephine  Ferringo,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  Germany  in  1854,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  they  spent  their  remaining 
days.  Thomas  was  a  stonemason  by  trade  and  worked  on  the  Buffalo  post-office 
building.  Mrs.  Miller  was  first  married  to  Henry  Freeman,  and  they  had  three 
children.  Mr.  Freeman  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  answering  the 
first  call  for  troops.  He  re-enlisted,  going  out  in  the  100th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served 
the  entire  time  of  the  war.  He  died  January  20,  1877.  Mrs.  Freeman  continued  on 
in  the  restaurant  business  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Miller.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  Hive  No.  1,  of  Grand  Island. 

Conboy,  William  H.,  Grand  Island,  is  one  of  the  leading  and  popular  young  men  of 
the  town  of  Grand  Island,  and  supervisor  of  that  town.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  November  14.  1871.  His  father,  Thomas  Conboy,  was  of  Irish  birth,  being 
born  in  Ireland,  March  10,  1844,  a  son  of  Patrick  Conboy,  who  came  to  America  in 
1850  and  spent  several  years  in  Buffalo  where  he  held  the  position  of  foreman  and 
timekeeper  for  Runnel  &  Co.,  contractors;  being  tired  of  city  life  he  resolved  to  pur- 
chase a  farm,  and  Grand  Island  was  a  booming  place  at  this  time,  for  its  timber 
which  was  cut  and  left  the  land  new  and  fertile;  and  Mr.  Conboy,  a  man  of  shrewd 
ideas,  purchased  his  farm  of  115  acres,  where  he  foresaw  the  thrifty  little  Island  of 
to-day.  His  wife,  Mary  Judge,  the  only  daughter  of  William  Judge,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  noted  men  of  their  county,  followed  her  husband  to  this  country  but 
the  climate  not  agreeing  with  her,  she  lived  but  a  few  months  to  enjoy  its  freedom. 
Their  only  son,  Thomas,  was  left  to  the  care  of  his  grandfather,  who  reared  and 
educated  him  in  a  college  at  Dublin,  where  he  graduated  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
when  he  came  to  America  and  secured  a  position  in  Buffalo  where  he  remained  until 
1871,  when  he  also  purchased  a  farm  of  60  acres  on  Grand  Island,  where  he  remained 
with  his  family  until  the  time  of  his  sudden  and  sad  death,  March  28,  1892,  when  the 
waters  of  the  Erie  Canal  claimed  him  as  their  victim.  He  was  actively  interested 
in  the  political  welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  affiliating  with  the  Democratic  party ; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  His  wife,  a  Miss  Brown,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1848,  daughter  of  William  Brown,  who  came  to  America  with  his  family  in 
1854.    The  children  of  Thomas  and  his  wife  are  William,  Frank,  Mary,  Frances, 
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Katherine,  Edward,  Thomas,  Ella,  Elizabeth,  Albert  and  Gertrude.  William  H. 
Conboy  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  until  the  age  of  nine,  when  he 
entered  St.  Joseph's  College,  Buffalo,  and  remained  there  until  he  graduated,  receiv- 
ing the  gold  medal  as  the  brightest  in  his  class.  His  father  was  so  well  pleased  with 
his  son's  success  and  his  many  manly  ways,  that,  prompted  by  the  brothers  of  St. 
Joseph's  he  determined  to  send  his  boy  to  Manhattan  College,  New  York;  so  in  the 
fall  off  to  college  William  went  and  took  a  three  years'  course,  graduating  with  hon- 
ors June  18,  1890.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  assumed  management  of  the 
farm  affairs;  then  began  the  successful  organization  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  his 
own  town,  and  his  worthy  efforts  have  not  been  without  reward;  he  is  now  secre- 
retary  and  purchasing  agent  for  the  association.  In  1895  he  organized  a  stock  com- 
pany with  a  capital  of  |25,000  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  dairy  butter.  The 
company  is  known  as  the  Grand  Island  Creamery  Co.,  of  which  William  Conboy  is 
secretary.  In  politics  Mr.  Conboy  is  a  staunch  Democrat  and  firm  believer  and  ad- 
vocate in  the  principles  of  bi-metalism.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he  was  chosen  to  rep- 
resent his  town  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  he  being  the  youngest  man  ever  elected 
to  the  office  of  supervisor  and  the  first  Democrat  elected  in  that  town  in  twenty -five 
years.  Mr.  Conboy  will  prove  true  to  the  office  he  was  elected  to  and  show  to  the 
people  who  placed  him  as  their  leader  that  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  for  their  wel- 
fare. 

Gilfillan,  Andrew  B.,  Buffalo,  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Andrew  B.  and  Margaret  (Gordon) 
Gilfillan,  and  was  born  in  Peoria,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y. ,  September  4,  1873.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  was  graduated  from  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson College  and  when  a  young  man  became  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  at  Peoria,  N.  Y.,  where  he  still  resides  and  ministers  to  his  congregation, 
and  where  his  wife  was  b6rn;  they  have  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr,  Gil- 
fillan attended  the  public  schools  of  Peoria,  and  Ingleside  Academy  at  McDonald, 
Pa.,  and  when  sixteen  entered  Williams  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1893.  He  then  taught  school  in  Peoria  a  year  and  afterward  came  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  University  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  July,  1896,  and  a  few  months  later  opened  an  office  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  Mooney-Brisbane  building.  In  the  short  time 
during  which  he  has  practiced  law  he  has  met  with  remarkable  success.  He  has 
recently  been  associated  with  A.  J.  Sigman,  esq,,  in  an  important  murder  trial,  and 
it  was  largely  due  to  their  efforts  that  the  defendant's  life  was  saved.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  active  and  staunch  Republican. 

Sigman,  Albert  J.,  Buffalo,  a  native  of  Cattaraugus,  N.  Y.,  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  later  pursued  a  classical  course  at  Chamberlain  In- 
stitute at  Randolph,  Cattaraugus  county.  He  taught,  in  all,  ten  terms,  beginning 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  after  having  in  charge  several  public  schools  he 
later  on  became  principal  of  a  large  public  school  at  Otto,  N.  Y.  During  the  last 
three  years  of  his  teaching  he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  the  study  of  law  and  after 
three  years  of  study  under  such  conditions  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo  in 
June,  1877,  where  he  opened  an  office  on  January  1,  1878,  and  where  he  has  since 
resided.    Mr.  Sigman  is  recognized  as  an  able,  industrious  and  conscientious  lawyer 
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and  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity.  Those  who  know  him  best  say:  "That  his 
word  is  his  bond  in  all  matters  and  can  always  be  relied  upon."  In  his  profession 
he  has  met  with  remarkable  success,  never  entering  court  before  having  his  case 
thoroughly  prepared,  believing  in  that  old  adage,  "  that  a  case  well  prepared  is  half 
tried,"  and  the  result  has  been  that  he  has  hardly  known  what  defeat  is.  While  his 
practice  has  been  a  general  one,  in  a  recent  murder  trial  where  a  defendant's  life 
was  saved  through  his  efforts,  that  fair  and  impartial  judge,  Hon.  Truman  C.  White, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  after  the  close  of  the  trial  saw  fit  to  be- 
stow upon  him  this  tribute:  "Mr.  Sigman  has  defended  his  client  with  rare  skill  and 
care;  he  was  persistent  in  his  search  for  witnesses  and,  in  fact,  did  his  work  most 
thoroughly,  and  I  do  not  believe  I  ever  witnessed  a  similar  case  where  there  was 
less  display  on  the  part  of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  and  more  real  hard  work." 
Besides  conducting  a  large  law  business  he  has  also  been  interested  for  several 
years  in  real  estate  operations  of  large  magnitude,  achieving  great  success.  He  has 
traveled  extensively  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  gaining  valuable  information 
thereby,  and  he  has  been  long  active  and  prominent  in  political  affairs  in  primaries 
and  campaign  speaking;  he  has  never  held  office,  although  his  name  has  frequently 
been  mentioned  in  that  connection.  Originally  a  Democrat  and  a  strong  "protec- 
tionist," he  was  a  charter  member  and  one  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Cleve- 
land Democracy,  but  during  the  first  term  of  Grover  Cleveland's  administration, 
when  he  openly  espoused  a  liberal  tariff,  he  resigned  and  joined  the  Buffalo  Repub- 
lican League  and  has  been  an  ardent  Republican  ever  since.  He  has  been  very 
much  interested  in  fraternal  societies,  where  he  has  been  frequently  honored  with 
the  highest  offices  in  the  lodge.  He  is  past  master  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  105,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  a  member  of  Buffalo  Chapter  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  and  a  past  noble  grand  of 
Red  Jacket  Lodge  No.  238,  L  O.  O.  F.  In  religion  Mr.  Sigman  entertains  very 
liberal  views  and  is  a  Protestant  and  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but  usually  at- 
tends the  Presbyterian  church. 

Vogt,  Frederick  Augustus,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  of  Alsatian  parentage,  on 
the  24th  of  March,  1860,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  High  School  with  honors  in  1881,  receiving  the 
Jesse  Ketchum  gold  medal  for  high  standing.  The  death  of  his  father  during  his 
senior  year  caused  him  to  abandon  the  idea  of  pursuing  a  course  in  college  and  in 
September,  1881,  he  became  principal  of  the  newly  opened  public  school  No.  9.  In 
1883  he  was  promoted  to  the  principalship  of  public  school  No.  26,  which  position  he 
held  nine  years,  when  he  was  made  prof essor  of  English  history  and  literature  in  the 
Buffalo  High  School.  Henry  P.  Emerson,  then  principal  of  that  school,  was  soon 
afterward  elected  superintendent  of  education,  and  one  of  his  first  official  acts  was 
to  appoint  Mr.  Vogt  to  the  principalship  of  that  institution,  which  he  still  holds. 
Mr.  Vogt  is  a  successful  teacher,  an  excellent  administrator,  and  a  man  of  broad 
culture  and  high  attainments.  As  principal  of  the  Buffalo  High  School  he  has  given 
special  attention  to  art  by  introducing  to  the  students  numerous  casts  from  antique 
sculptures,  paintings  by  local  artists,  etc.  He  has  also  dehvered  many  lectures  on 
the  natural  sciences  outside  of  his  school  work,  such  as  free  courses  on  geology  and 
botany  before  the  Field  Club,  a  branch  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders.  In 
1897  he  began  his  Saturday  morning  travel  talks  in  the  High  School  assembly  room, 
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which  became  popular  at  once,  and  which  dealt  with  history,  science  and  geog- 
raphy, being  illustrated  with  stereopticon  views.  Since  then  Mr.  Vogt  has  also 
delivered  half  the  stereopticon  lectures  in  the  free  Saturday  evening  popular  course 
begun  at  the  Central  High  School.  Meanwhile  he  has  been  steadily  carrying  on  his 
own  studies  in  the  classics,  Hebrew,  natural  science,  and  the  higher  mathematics. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  social,  scientific,  and  literary  societies. 

Corcoran,  William  E.,  Buffalo,  deputy  city  clerk,  born  in  the  old  Third  ward  of 
Buffalo  on  May  1,  1862,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Bridget  (Hickey)  Corcoran,  natives 
of  Ballyvaughan  and  Clare  village,  County  Clare,  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
about  1851  and  were  married  in  Buffalo  in  1857.  William  Corcoran,  a  roofer  by 
trade,  was  foreman  for  one  concern  forty  years.  He  was  a  staunch  Democrat  and 
died  in  1896;  his  wife  died  in  December,  1895.  William  E.  Corcoran  was  educated 
in  public  school  No.  6  and  at  St.  Joseph's  College  and  then  learned  the  roofing  busi- 
ness with  his  father.  Afterward  he  was  for  several  years  connected  with  railroads 
in  a  clerical  capacity.  When  a  lad  of  only  seven  he  began  earning  money  by  de- 
livering newspapers,  an  occupation  he  followed  six  years.  In  1882  he  became  a  re- 
porter on  the  old  Buffalo  Courier  and  on  the  establishment  of  the  Buffalo  Times  on 
September  13,  1883,  he  took  a  similar  position  with  that  paper,  which  he  filled  until 
July,  1884,  when  during  the  Cleveland  campaign  of  that  year  he  served  as  outside 
correspondent  for  a  number  of  large  journals.  The  following  January  he  became  a 
reporter  on  the  Buffalo  Express,  remaining  there  two  years,  resigning  to  take  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Evening  News.  Two  years  later  he  became  manager  of  the  Railway  In- 
dicator Advertising  Company,  but  after  a  few  months  sold  out  and  returned  to  the 
Express.  April  1,  1896,  he  engaged  in  the  printing  business,  and  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Buffalo  Record  took  a  position  with  that  paper,  which  he  held  until 
August,  1897,  when  he  returned  to  the  Times.  In  January,  1898,  he  was  appointed 
deputy  city  clerk  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Corcoran  had  the  assignment  of  speakers  during 
the  municipal  campaign  of  1897.  He  was  librarian  of  the  Young  Men's  Catholic 
Association  in  1878  and  1879  and  diocesan  secretary  of  the  Catholic  Young  Men's 
National  Union  in  1884  and  1885,  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Press  Club  in  1887  and 
1888  and  its  president  in  1893  and  1894.  He  is  a  member,  past  chancellor  and 
formerly  a  trustee  of  Branch  128,  C.  M.  B.  A. ,  a  member  of  the  Central  Railway 
Club,  secretary  of  the  Second  Ward  Democracy  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Cath- 
olic Institute,  the  South  Buffalo  Business  Men's  Association  and  other  societies. 
July  11,  1887,  he  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  Kieran  and  Bridget  (Horahan) 
Balkin,  natives  of  Queens  county,  Ireland,  Their  children  are  William  K.  and 
Lauretta  M.  Mr.  Balkin  was  connected  with  the  Union  Iron  Works  of  Buffalo  for 
several  years  and  was  for  some  tim.e  a  member  of  the  police  department. 

Brennan,  William,  Buffalo,  jailer,  Erie  county,  is  one  of  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  of  Michael  and  Honora  (Walsh)  Brennan,  and  was  born  in  county 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  April  7,  1847.  His  father,  a  cooper  by  trade,  came  to  America 
about  1851  and  a  year  later  sent  for  his  family  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  both 
parents  died.  The  children  all  received  good  educational  advantages.  James  Bren- 
nan is  a  priest  in  Buffalo ;  Edward  J.  a  physician  in  Indianapolis;  Mary  is  mother 
superior  of  St.  Joseph's  Convent,  and  Bridget  is  the  wife  of  William  Walsh  of  Buf- 
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falo.  William  Brennan  was  early  noted  for  his  industry.  Leaving  school  when  a 
boy  he  was  first  employed  on  a  railroad  and  later  on  a  dairy  farm  and  by  economy 
and  thrift  finally  bought  a  milk  route,  which  proved  successful.  In  1872  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Cheektowaga,  near  the  city  line,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
bought  this  farm  of  the  man  he  formerly  worked  for,  and  still  continues  his  large 
milk  business.  At  one  time  he  also  had  a  grocery  store  in  Buffalo.  From  1881  to 
1886  he  was  engaged  in  the  produce  commission  business,  and  since  then  he  has  been 
a  dealer  in  real  estate.  He  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat,  has  frequently 
been  a  delegate  to  local  conventions  and  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Cheek- 
towaga for  sixteen  years  and  as  a  justice  of  sessions  two  years.  He  has  been  a  trus- 
tee of  the  village  of  Sloan  since  its  incorporation  in  1896,  and  in  January,  1898,  was 
appointed  jailer  judge  of  Erie  county  by  Sheriff  Andrew  Killgallon.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  C.  B.  L.,  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  great  energy, 
and  a  prominent  factor  in  political  affairs.  In  1872  he  married  Rosana,  daughter  of 
John  Ferguson  and  their  children  are  James  C,  Albert  E.,  William  H.,  Alice  G,. 
and  Rose  Mary. 

Missert,  Jacob,  Buffalo,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Kolb)  Missert,  natives  of  Alsace, 
France,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January  22,  1854.  Jacob  Missert,  sr.,  born  in 
1827,  came  to  this  country  in  1842  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  completed  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  shoemaker's  trade  and  where  he  was  engaged  in  that  business 
for  himself  from  1848  until  his  death  in  April,  1894.  He  was  a  Democrat,  an  early 
member  of  the  old  volunteer  fire  department,  foreman  of  Engine  No.  4,  and  an  ex- 
empt fireman.  His  wife  died  in  October,  1895.  They  reared  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Jacob  Missert,  jr.,  the  subject  of  the  sketch,  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age  began  learning  the  shoemaker's  trade  with  his 
father.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  bookbinder,  which  he  followed  from  1868  to 
1883,  when  he  became  bookkeeper  for  D.  S.  Bennett,  a  prominent  elevator  owner, 
which  position  he  held  until  Mr.  Bennett's  death  in  1894.  In  1884  Mr.  Missert  en- 
tered into  the  dairy  business  which  he  has  also  conducted  with  success,  having  head- 
quarters at  1210  Fillmore  avenue.  His  farm  is  located  in  Cheektowaga  just  beyond 
the  city  limits.  This  farm  is  stocked  with  about  seventy-five  cows.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent Democrat,  has  been  a  delegate  to  four  different  State  conventions  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  General  Committee  during  the  past  seven 
years.  He  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  local  political  conventions,  is  a 
member  of  his  party's  executive  committee  and  one  of  its  active  and  influential  lead- 
ers and  in  1897  was  elected  a  councilman  of  Buffalo,  receiving  the  largest  vote  given 
to  any  man  on  his  ticket.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  since  its  organ- 
ization and  is  a  member  of  its  grand  council  and  chairman  of  its  committee  on 
supervision  and  laws.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  C.  B.  L.  and  the  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus. In  1878  he  was  married  in  Buffalo,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Brady  of  Lindsay,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  they  have  two  children  living,  David  B. 
and  Clarissa  S.  (twins). 

Baker,  Rev.  Nelson  H. — Sketch  of  the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Destitute 
Catholic  Children,  and  St.  Joseph's  Orphan  Asylum,  West  Seneca,  N.  Y. — Thirty- 
five  years  ago,  we  incorporated  our  "Society  for  the  Protection  of  Destitute  Catholic 
www 
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Children  at  the  City  of  Buffalo,"  and  during  these  many  years,  this  infant  society 
has  had  a  severe  struggle  for  existence,  beginning  in  absolute  poverty,  contracting 
immense  debts  in  the  action  of  buildings,  etc.,  and  embraced  with  many  and  great 
disadvantages,  that  the  work  seemed  to  have  been  blessed  by  God  and  grew  and 
prospered,  because  we  felt  that  it  was  His  own  work,  gathering  under  its  hospitable 
roof  the  little  waif  and  homeless  child,  the  destitute  and  wayward  boy,  until  thou- 
sands of  these  classes  have  been  housed,  educated,  instructed  and  adopted  into  homes 
where  they  have  grown  up  a  credit  and  an  honor  to  society,  and  they  have  also  been 
taught  some  useful  trade  to  earn  for  themselves  an  honest  livelihood,  and  to-day 
many  look  back  with  a  lively  gratitude  to  that  home  that  protected  them  when  friend- 
less, and  sent  them  forth  well  prepared  to  battle  safely  with  the  busy  world.  In  the 
history  of  crime  and  criminals,  it  is  very  clearly  shown  that  misfortune  is  generally 
the  primary  cause  of  all  crime ;  set  the  young  boy  adrift  upon  the  world  without 
friends  or  home,  surrounded  by  evil  influences  without  moral  or  religious  training 
but  environed  by  all  that  is  base  or  low,  without  the  elevating  influences  of  an  ed- 
ucation and  cultivating  the  baser  passions  of  nature,  need  we  be  surprised,  if  such  a 
boy  be  plunged  rapidly  into  the  vortex,  and  his  future  instead  of  being  a  useful  man 
to  society,  must  be  restrained  behind  stone  walls  and  iron  bars  as  a  protection  to  the 
life  and  property  of  others?  Circumstances  that  cannot  be  controlled  are  continually 
setting  adrift  upon  the  world  thousands  of  little  children,  who  must  necessarily  be 
subject  to  its  evil  influences,  and  unless  some  friendly  hand  is  stretched  forth  to  save 
them,  they  must  naturally  float  into  the  vortex  of  crime,  and  rob  them  of  all  that  is  ^ 
good,  holy  and  noble.  In  order  to  save  this  class  of  children,  our  association  has 
been  organized,  and  we  have  made  every  effort  to  obtain  this  class  of  abandoned 
and  homeless  children,  and  have  thrown  open  our  doors,  and  generously  offered  to 
accept  all  who  might  present  themselves  regardless  of  whence  they  came,  or  any 
circumstances  connected  with  their  destitute  condition ;  all  that  we  desired  to  know, 
was,  were  they  in  need,  without  friends  or  a  home,  if  so,  they  were  gladly  welcomed 
to  ours,  and  with  the  means  at  our  disposal,  we  would  strive  to  improve  their  con- 
dition in  an  intellectual,  moral  and  industrial  manner,  so  that  they  might  be  redeemed 
to  society,  and  be  a  credit  to  the  institution  by  which  it  had  been  adopted.  We  will 
have  capacity  in  our  new  addition,  which  is  now  in  process  of  completion,  for 
nearly  1,000  children,  and  while  giving  these  a  good  common  school  education  and 
training  in  faith  and  morals,  we  also  give  them  an  opportunity  of  learning  a  good 
trade;  we  teach  them  the  various  branches,  printing  press  work,  house  and  general 
carpentering,  wood  carving,  hand  turning,  band  sawing,  ornamental  wood  sawing, 
plumbing,  steam  and  gas  fitting,  besides  the  ordinary  trades  of  tailoring,  shoemak- 
ing  and  baking ;  we  have  also  a  large  farm  and  vegetable  garden,  which  affords 
many  an  opportunity  to  indulge  in  this  healthy  occupation  and  m  cultivating  a  taste 
for  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  which  in  this  country  is  able  to  afford  so  many  to  have  their 
own  farm  and  home,  and  thus  weaning  them  away  from  the  dangers  of  city  life. 
The  institution  was  chartered  in  the  year  1864,  and  was  under  the  care  of  Rev.  T.  F. 
Hines,  until  the  year  1882  when  Rev.  Nelson  H.  Baker  was  appointed  superintendent 
and  treasurer,  who  still  holds  this  position,  and  under  his  care  the  institution  has 
grown ;  having  had  the  care  of  only  100  children,  it  will  now  contain  about  750 ;  he 
is  also  president  of  St.  Joseph's  Orphan  Asylum,  situated  across  the  road  from  St 
John's  Protectory,  where  250  boys  are  housed  and  cared  for,  by  the  same  admin 
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istration ;  Rev.  J.  F.  Kelly  is  acting  as  assistant  superintendent  in  the  spiritual  and 
material  work  of  both  institutions,  and  is  active  in  developing  the  industrial  depart- 
ments ;  several  periodicals  are  published  at  the  institution,  among  which  are  the 
"Annals  of  our  Lady  of  Victory"  and  the  "Victorian,"  edited,  printed  and  composed 
by  the  boys  of  the  institution,  by  which  means  they  learn  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
literary  work  to  fit  them  for  future  duties  in  society. 

Brunn,  Henry,  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Speyer,  Germany,  August  27,  1839,  and  at  an 
early  age  came  with  his  parents  to  America  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  receiving  a  liberal  education.  Early  in  life  he  manifested  a  nat- 
ural taste  for  the  work  in  which  he  subsequently  demonstrated  his  ability  to  succeed. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  H.  H.  Warren,  a  carriage  manufacturer, 
and  served  nearly  five  years  under  his  instructions.  Feeling  that  he  had  become  as 
well  informed  as  was  possible  at  that  time  in  Buffalo  he  then  decided  to  go  East  and 
fully  acquaint  himself  with  the  construction  of  heavy  work.  With  that  end  in  view 
he  removed  to  Rahway,  N.  J.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  John  H.  Duren, 
under  whose  instruction  he  remained  one  year.  To  further  perfect  himself  he  turned 
his  attention  to  New  York  and  entered  the  establishment  of  Parker,  Brewster  & 
Baldwin,  the  leading  carriage  builders  of  that  city,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  9th  Regt.  N.  G.  N.  Y.,  which  became  the  83d  N.  Y. 
Vols.  Mr.  Brunn  served  with  his  regiment  until  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
where  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in  the  spring  of  1863, 
returned  to  Buffalo,  and  was  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business  for  a  short  time,  after 
which  he  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  George  Werner,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  1880.  Feeling  that  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  carriage  business 
fitted  him  for  a  place  among  the  representative  carriage  builders  he  decided  to  em- 
bark in  the  business  for  himself.  With  that  excellent  judgment  which  he  has  man- 
ifested to  such  a  marked  degree  he  saw  that  the  city  was  growing  northward,  and 
accordingly  he  purchased  his  present  site  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Summer  streets 
and  built  the  large  repository  and  factory  which  he  now  occupies,  and  here  he  has 
since  conducted  a  successful  trade.  Owing  to  the  excellent  training  Mr.  Brunn  re- 
ceived in  his  youth  he  stands  to-day  the  equal  of  any  man  engaged  in  the  business 
as  a  scientific  constructor  of  carriages.  He  is  a  member  of  Bidwell-Wilkeson  Post, 
No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Erie  Lodge,  No.  161,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Keystone  Chapter,  No. 
163,  R.  A.  M.  In  1884  he  married  Charlotte  J.  Savitz,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harry 
Otis  Brunn,  born  April  13,  1891. 

Stimson,  Henry  B.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel  R.  and  Helen  (Warren)  Stim- 
son,  and  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  March  12,  1856.  His  father  was  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Weekly  New  York  Day-Book  for  several  years  until  his  death  in 
1858.  His  mother  died  in  1868.  Mr.  Stimson  was  reared  by  an  elder  sister,  Mrs. 
Frederick  L.  Cady,  in  Buffalo,  but  spent  most  of  his  youth  in  boarding  school,  first 
in  that  of  John  F.  Ernst  in  Buffalo  and  later  at  the  Flushing  (L.  L)  Institute,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1872.  He  subsequently  accepted  a  position 
with  and  afterward  became  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Steam  Forge,  of  which  Henry 
Childs  was  the  proprietor,  and  in  1885  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Charles  A. 
Gould,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gould  &  Stimson,  and  leased  the  property.  Four 
years  later  this  firm  dissolved  and  Mr.  Stimson  resumed  the  management  of  the 
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business  until  1890,  when  it  was  discontinued.  Since  then  he  has  been  an  extensive 
dealer  in  engines,  boilers,  pumps,  lathes,  belting  and  general  machinery,  with  an 
establishment  at  137  and  139  Washington  street.  His  trade  extends  throughout  the 
country.  Mr.  Stimson  was  married  June  26,  1882,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hitchcock 
Childs,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Childs  and  Elizabeth  Hitchcock,  his  wife,  of  Buf- 
falo. They  have  five  children:  Henry  Childs  Stimson,  Jeannie,  Bessie,  Nathaniel 
and  Helen. 

Dwyer,  Thomas  Francis,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  son  of  the  late  Michael  O.  and  Ellen 
(Cunningham)  Dwyer,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  9,  1862.  He  attended  private 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's  College  in  1880.  In  1882  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  graduated  with  honor  in  the 
class  of  1885.  After  graduation  he  was  for  one  year  interne  at  the  Buffalo  General 
Hospital  and  then  began  general  practice.  Dr.  Dwyer  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
physicians  in  Buffalo.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  pres- 
ident of  the  Buffalo  Physiciatis'  Club,  and  member  of  the  board  of  censors  of  the  Erie 
County  Medical  Society;  he  is  also  a  member  of  and  medical  examiner  for  the  C.  M. 
B.  A.,  the  C.  B.  L.,  the  O.  U.  F.,  the  I.  O.  R.  M.,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He 
occupies  the  post  of  visiting  physician  to  the  Le  Couteulx  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  City  Hospital  for  Women.  In  May,  1888,  he 
married  Lillian  E.,  daughter  of  Richard  Callahan,  of  Buffalo.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren: Grace  M.,  Lillian  M.,  Florence  and  Ruth. 

Skinner,  Henry  J.,  Buffalo,  is  the  son  of  Harry  and  Elvira  (Adams)  Skinner,  and 
was  born  in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  June  26,  1831.  His  mother  was  descended  from  the  New 
England  family  of  which  President  John  Qnincy  Adams  was  a  member.  Mr.  Skin- 
ner was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  then  learned  every 
branch  of  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1876,  becoming  master 
mechanic  in  the  Erie  Railroad  shops  at  Hornellsville  in  1861  and  later  removing  to 
Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  in  the  same  capacity.  From  1872  to  1878  he  was  engaged  in  rail- 
road contracting  in  the  South,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Bradford,  Pa., 
where  he  became  interested  in  the  laundry  business.  In  1882  he  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  for  fourteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  same  industry.  Mr,  Skinner  is 
also  one  of  the  lessees  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Lyceum  Theater,  being  associated 
with  John  Laughlan.  He  is  a  prominent  and  active  business  man,  and  as  a  pro- 
gressive citizen  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  holding  membership  in  Hiram  Lodge,  the  Council,  the  Commandery,  Con- 
sistory, and  the  Shrine.  In  1852  he'm'arried  Diadama  Marther,  of  Attica,  N.Y.,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  of  whom  a  daughter,  Clara  May.  wife  of  Joseph  Harvey, 
survives.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Emily  Graham  of  Buffalo,  whose  parents 
reside  in  New  York  city. 

Venner,  William  W.,  Buffalo,  proprietor  of  one  of  Buffalo's  leading  merchant 
tailoring  establishments,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  August  23,  1879,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  G.  Venner  and  Amanda  Stuart,  his  wife.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town  and  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  William  Ellwood  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  en- 
gaged in  business  for  himself  in  September,  1896,  at  14  South  Division  street.  His 
father,  William  G.,  has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  tailor  in  Hamburg. 
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